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Roll up lo Tlie junction, 
afiei a long haul 
Its time to get off the 
driver’s seat, and relax 
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steam. 
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Unwinding never felt so 
easv. 
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I Up in smoke 

I The recent fires which 
; ravaped several buildings 
and a market in the capital 
demonstrate the 
authorities' lack ot concern 
foi safety measures. 
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The Raja’s 
durbar 


T lif (.over sioi v w.is in- 
liirni.itivc .uid inlcii'M 
inj; {All llii- l‘nnic Minis- 
lets nun. X l-lApiil) It 
sliowoil liDVN lliL' rmu of 
ycs-nicit .imunil llic Pntiic 
Ministoi t'ii|in powci onl\ 
.1^ loim .IN their p.ition 
I does R.i|i\ Ci.imlhrs nien 
u'L'ie no less eltieieiit (or 
methiierlt > .iitJ iledii.tied 
Ih.in then soiinteip.irts in 
l^the nets eoveirinient I he\ 


Aloke Biswas, Amethi (Uttar 
Pradesh) 


I The dark 
j Valley 

A s the k.ishniii problem 
intensibcs the le.ideis 
elo little to bniiL' an end to 
the issue th.ri h.is t l.nined 
eountless li\ es m the p.ist 
! levs M.ns ( I lilt' nf ilisi on- 
I Kill I --7 Apr ill Ineie.is- 
i me s loleiiee m the slate 


An anti-India demonstration in Srinagar; the crisis deepens 




V.P. Singh; crucial test 

h.i\e been axeil not bee.iiise 
ol then inellKieiKS hut be 
e.mse thev ,iie no loneer m 
lasoui SMtIi the pieseiit 
eoseintnent I he me n \ I’ 
Smuh h.is e hoseii .lu the 
ones who will hoj; tin pi'h- 
Itcal limelight in the \e.irs 
to come 

B.N Bose, Calcutta (West 
Bengal) 

■ The st<rr\ pio'. itk el .m 
interfstiiig ntsight mte- the 


in.ike s ns wonelet tl there is 
.my possibtlitv ol peace 
e vet tetuming to the V.il- 
lee It IS lime we .is Itidi 
.ms, came toiwaiel lo bui> 
out iiuilual dilteieiices and 
wipe enit lertonsm from 
Ineli.i 

Chuokho Vero Phek. Phek 
(Nagaland) 

■ The treatment meted 
r'tit to Hindus in Kashmir 
will adversely affect the 


attitude of the comunity to¬ 
wards the Muslims in the 
country. As things stand 
now the situation is rapidlv 
deteriorating with no hope 
of a solution 111 sight The 
militants should realise that 
Pakistan will never accede 
to their demand lot a sep.i- 
rate state It is only aiding 
the teiionsts in order lo 
anne.xc Kashmii 
Samir Marx Maha/an, New Delhi 


Having the last 
laugh 

A ecoidine to Main 
Sh.mkai .Anar' Mis 
Giiindx' IS ,1 ‘ eli.ir.icler 
lioin C hailes Hnkens' 
David ('opperjicld.\The 
Italian tonnei non, 25—.H 
March) hut the eharac- 
aeier ol Mrs (inindy. the 
symbol ol iigid tonxention- 
al p'opiielv was introduced 
bv Thomas Morton in 
■Speed The P/ong/i and not 
by Dickens (accoiding to 
page 55b ol C haniinns 
I wctiiifili Du Honan and 
pages 421 anil b75 ol the 
().\lord C liampion I o [oi- 
,i)lisli / net ailin') 

Can one hope that the 
columnist's knowledge ol 
English will be more exact 
than his knowledge ol F n- 
glish litetiilure 

P S Venkat, Madras (Tamil 
Nadu) 

■ 1 am intrigued (o find a 
iiiimbe: of readeis shocked 
in Main Shankai Aiv.n's 


writing 1 he columnist 
must be laughing at the 
m.innei in which he h.is 
pio\(iked his le.iileis wjili 
' eini.ihle sir less lliemmils 
one ol the l.imous s.i\ mg b\ 
.M.iigol Asi(mlli who s.iid 
Pi.iiseil oi .ibused be dis- 
ciisseil M.im Sh.ink.ii 
■All.II IS terlainli being dis- 
i ussed .iiid more w ideb 
Ih.iii m.iiu piolessiiiri.il 
lourn.ilists ol long si.indnu' 

1 lieie IS no point in 
.isknie wbethel Aiy.ii is ,t 
lonin.ilisl .ind il so ol what 



Aiyar: check feett 

kind Neithei professional 
politicians noi prolessional 
|oui nalists c.in chum a 
monopoU to the discussion 
ol problems ol public in 
Iciest in the piessoron the 
platform 

1 here is no point eithei 
m finding lault with the 
columnist foi being p.iiti- 
san Ol propagandist He is 
admittedly both and tin 
good teasons loo I le is 
definitely holding a brief 
foi a party (not a negligible 
one bv any means) and 
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Fishermen at Port Blair: the native colour remains 


.irguiiig toi It eloquently 
and hriefly 

After all.was it not the 
great Ci B .Shaw who said 
that all literature is prop¬ 
aganda of one kind or the 
other’’ 

*D Anjaneyulu. Madras (Tamil 

NarftJ } 

A sensible 
decision 


T he II’Kf pull-out IS an 
example ot honest poll 
tus siinilai to the with- 
di.iwal ot Russian soldiers 
tiom .'Mehanistan {Honw- 
w'liiil homiil. 1 April! It 
w IS a misiaki on tlie part ol 
the e>-PM and Ins (. ongress 
(I I gOM’inineni to send the 
tioops to Sii L.inka since 
the li’KI eould III ilher dis- 
.11 111 the I I n noi stop ihe 
killings [he pnll-ont is the 
most seiiNit’le decision 
l.iken e\ei since liuli.i uoi 
iiic ol\eil in this du .ultnl 
niicachcniLiie 
BIrendra Seth Upadhyay, 
Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) 

Bleak scenario 

T axing the middle-class 
has become an annual 
iitual for anv Imtince minis¬ 
ter (Squeezing; the middle- 
iUis\. 1—7 Apiil) he It 
socialist Madhu Dandavate 
or bis counterpart in the 
Congress The rcsul* is that 
the middle-class no longer 
expects anything 
The new government 
inhented an economy with 
8 deficit of ovei Rs 11 .Odd 
crores The Prime Minister 
in his first address to the 
nation over Dooidarshan 
said that the coffeis of the 
Union government were 
empty. Thus, it was only 
expected that there would 
be a heavy dose of taxes in 
the budget. But the 
surprising thing is that 
inspite of such a heavy 
burden of duties, the deficit 
still stands at a whopping 
Rs 7,000 crores. And 
considering that the budget 
will push up inflation, the 


economic scenario of the 
country is indeed bleak 
N.D. BqyChowdhury, Kharagpur 
(WaatAngah 

■ At a time when the 
common man is finding it 
difficult to make both ends 
meet, the Union budget has 
come as a cruel joke. True, 
the finance minister has not 
imposed additional duties 
on many essential 
commodities but the 
increase m prices of 
petroleum products will 
make life more costly to 
lead, particularly for the 
middle class 

Amit Lolwal. Baroda (Gujarat) 

j ■ The maiden budget of 
I the NF government does 
j not reflect the piomises it 
I had made during the Lok 
Sabha elections The 
people had expected that 



Dandavate: criticised 


V P Singh would establish 
a socialist panein or society 
but going by what it has 
done so far, it is nothing 
but old wine m a new‘ 
bottle The additional taxes 
that have been imposed on 
a wide-ranging goods will 
only add to the hardships of 
the common man 
Shaahank Shekhar, Meerut 
(Uttar Pradesh) 

Sun and sand 

he feature on the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
islands was impressive (Is¬ 
lands in the sun, 8—14 
April). The colour photo¬ 
graphs that accompanied 
the piece were breath- 
takingly beautiful and the 


texl.inlormative. Such 
pieces not onlv boost tour¬ 
ism (the pictures of the 
beach are enough to tempt 
one to start planning a visit 
to the islands) but thev also 
ptonde valuable insight 
inlolhe ’look and feel ol 
the filace 

B N Bose, Calcutta (West 
Bengal) 

■ I he write-up on the IS 
lands III the sun nut onlv 
tosused atlenlK'n on the 
beautiful beaches and natu- 
lal seenerv c't the Andaman 
and Nicobar isl.inds. but 
also c.iptured the hie of the 
local population which, 
thankfully, has not lost its 
iiativ e colour 
Wasbir Alam, Ahmedabad 
(Gu/arat) 

The PIVI»s 
travails 

V P Singh must w.ikc 
up to the h.irsh rc.ili 
ties ol life l( an ihe lnme\ 
tc'irm last'’. 2s--.71 Match) 
Po itics IS <in art ;ind o\ei 
the veais, it has [in'vcd to 
be .1 dilficult one w huh has 
tew nuistcrs and rii.iin stu¬ 
dents llowcvei It IS uiilaii 
to blame V P Singh lor the 
slips committed bv the 
Nalioii.il I'ront iNf ) eov 
ernmeni With each ol the 
iii.i|or coalition parties Je- 
spciatelv trviiiii to gam mil¬ 
eage (ego pioblems within 
each paity aside), the 
elecloi ate's disairpointment 
with the NF goveinment is 
h.iidiv surprising 
SashI Nair, Madras (Tamil Nadu) 


Paying a price 


K tiran Singh's interview 
was interesting (An 
amhusMidor's tale. 1— 7 
April) Many of us in this 
countiv have a high regard 
for him and wish he had 
Continued as an ambassa¬ 
dor Karan Singh feels re¬ 
lieved that he was 
not involved in the St Kitts 
scandal, but does not seem 



Karan Singh: discreet 
silence 

to realise that he was in the 
thick of It hy his inaction 
Bv keeping quiet, he 
unwittingly became party 
to the .scandal and paid the 

pi ICC, 

K.S.G. MurtI, Madras (Tamil 
Nadu) 

The photographs which 
appeared with the article 
Under-cut, ( 15—21 April) 
captioned Gurhux Singh 
and Balhir Singh are not 
those of the persons men¬ 
tioned in Ihe story Tin- 
error IS regretted 
—Editor. 
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GiJ.xrJ'nv, thf gOi‘.' ntiLil>'>p^ [ussiiu', ^oiivi'fli!iy;o[itK'M.ii'if' 
Aini snjjiding itie boAict The pride uf the cotinlry 
Elk Pennif^er. Ki'ilunLal Balkishan Sint^h MohinderLal. 
loi^incler Singh, / Antic, RaiinderSingh, Haibinder Singh 
PrithipalSingh. Mukhbam Singh, VannderSingh. Vj Phillip’i. 
Sunic Singh. AjitSingh, I’ Bhaakaran. MichaelKindo, Mohd 
Shahid, Pargat Singh and several others 
i,,i( '1 'ine ol iho'^e ho> kee lieiues wore thf Railwtr^' colourti with 
f.iide.r'd seivecuhr eavo" with distiiiction 

'v f'l'.ike .'lo'.Uilgn T.enmne', le'lect the indoniiahle will to 
Mil ii„l rsfiire ij>, itaeli iv w pinivu les ot glory 
In rh.- ip'irh areii.i the iiuli.'" Railways hase an enviable retold 
- winriiiie, over nivenl> national sporTb chanipioriships caoh yeai 


V,.'. S'l--' 






i'll,'. . '*i|.i:„i awiiidei lepresents the Railways' Ihis 

'list's the luimude, physical litness and team spirit among 
ihe It)lakh strong lamily ol Indian Railways 

Ves, the Indian Railways have an unbeaten track record as the 
l.iigestinAsia carding ) I million p.tssenger.s and nearly 10 lakh 
ronnes oi Ireght ovei a disi .nee four times to the moon each day 
Highei p.odtistivity and greater public service are only a tew ol the 
inilesiones ihe Indian Railwaysare reaching 
Tlie i‘ndeavt.ui to excel continues unabated as the Indian Railways 
ei he. the sportspeisons dream of'Swifteri Higher'' Stronger'!'' 

Indian Railways 

CHAMPIONS OF THE TRACK 









KHUSHWANT SINGH 


Naguib Mahfouz 


Not many people 
outside tile Arab 
world could have 
heard the name of 
N a u I h M a h 1 o u / 
when he w a s 
awaidcd the Nobel 
Prize tor literature in 19Hb I certainlv 
had not And wondered it he was vet 
anothei second-iater like Pearl Buck. 
Isaac Bashcvis.SinperandCjolding who 
had been honoured with this award foi 
geographical or othei consideiations 
rathci than excellence in writing I did 
my best to lav mv hands on a liansla 
tii'n ot something by Mahtou/ !ill 
last month no bookstore ownci m 
Oelhi seemed to have heaid ol him It 
was much the same in I ondi'ii 1 told 
hciokshop attendants about hr. Nobi-I 
I’li/e. the excellent reviews lu liad 
leecived m British pupeis a lew Javs 
aeo and the name of the publislu is. 


novel in so short a time 

Naguib Mahfouz, born in 1911 in 
(lamalya. an old quarter of Cairo 
which IS the setting ot many of his 
novels, was a student ot philosophy, 
not literature His interest in lietion 
came alter he had written dissertations 
oil philosophical subjects As m India, 
so in the Arab world, theie was no 
real tiadition of novel writing 
Mahfouz read whatever he could lay 
his hands on ot modern hnglish, 
Fieneli and Russian novelists m Ara¬ 
bic translations and L'.nglish Then he 
set to writing his own novels combin¬ 
ing the Arabic folklonc latija (anec¬ 
dote) and stiinging stones together as 
in 1 Ibousand And (hic 
His themes we*ie ol tiavails siitteied 
bv the impoverished, lower-middle 
class J he Heninniiifi And I he hnd 
the best example ol his w'ork 

MatiKniz is esseiilidllv ,i storv teller. 


table They return home in mourning. 
Other members of the family are 
introduced to the reader the widowed 
mother, Sabira, hei three sons, the 
feckless Hiissan, the dutiful Hussen 
and ambitious Hassnein, and her 
plain-looking, hunch backed daugh¬ 
ter, Nefi.sa rill- tamily which had 
been teasonablv well-off is suddenly 
reduced to poverty They are forced to 
sell their carpets and turniture n order 
to survive Then father's miserable 
pension is not enough to leed and 
clothe them Sabira rations tood. Net- 
isa takes to sntchmg clothes, the 
oldest Hassan lakestosinging incheap 
cates, peddling drugs, and becoming 
the gigolo ol a courtesan The tamily 
pm their hopes on Hussen and Hass¬ 
nein still at school Hussen is a good 
boy who gives up studies after he has 
passed his baccalaureate to take up a 
)ob as a clerk in a distant town so that 


Douhleday 1 was met with a blaiik 
stare I vcn at 1 ovics, which bviasts ot 
being the biggest tiookstoie in l-.ng 
land tliev cxpicssed total ignorance 
It was onlv in (il.isgow th.it ;i friend in 
whom I h.id spnkcn ot the mditfeience 


not a stylist an Lgvptian Somerset 
Maugham N e v e 1 1 h e 1 e s s, the 
storv grips you Itirough its unpredict¬ 
able twists and turns I'hc Bef^innini’ 
■\nd The l.nd staits with a bang Two 
brothcis Hussen ;md Hassnein, aic 


his younger brother can go in fr>i 
higher studies When in dire sliails, 
winch are often, the family turn to ihe 
no-good Hassan living with a prosti¬ 
tute in Cairo's red-light distnct 
The one to rise above aliysmal 


of hooksloie attendants w,is 
j able to piocure thiee novels ol 
1 Mahfouz transl,ited into t^nglisli tiv 
I Ramses Aw.ui .iikI edited bv Rossiier 
! Smith I promised to myscTt that I 
i would lead them on my homeward 
j lournev from I ondon to l'>elhi 
i I had made a mess ot mv tiavcT 
anangcmenls and arrived at London 
airport a day earlier than scheduled 
and had to spend eight hours in the 
lounge to catch the first alternative 
flight home The hours were dedicated 
to Mahfouz. From 8 am to 7 pm I read 
his mo.st celebrated novel,7'/;e Hcf;in- 
ninf> And The End I finished it a tew 
minutes after the “fasten seat belts” 
sign was switched off. Departing from 
my previous practice of mulling ovei a 
book I had icad before writing about 
It, I decided to put mv reactions to 
Mahfouz's novel as soon as I had 


sent to! bv the [>rincipal ot their school 
.md inloirned abruptly that then 
lathci, a civil scivant. has died They 
h<id seen him m good health onlv a 
couple of hours earlier at the breakfast 



poverty is the youngest Hassnein who 
IS selfish. scTf-ceritieil and borrows 
money tium his brothers, sister and 
titends to get into the military college 
and become an officer of a cavalry 
regiment He begins to have fanev 
notions ot his new ■ itus He ditches 
the girl he has been engaged to tor 
three years and proposes to the daugh- 
lei ol his iich and mfluential patron 
He persuades the family to move from 
then poor quarter to an uppci class 
suburb He tiics to persuade his gigo¬ 
lo, hashish-peddling brother to mend 
his ways—not for any love fin him but 
because it cmbarras.ses him as an 
office! His suit tin the patron’s 
daughter is rejected The crash comes 
when Hds.san is seriously injured in an 
ambush laid by his underworld police. 
And finally in a police raid on a 
bordello, Nefisa is arrested Hassnein 


fini.shed it I have a habit of recording 
the exact time and place where 1 am 
when I finish a book on its last page 
The Beginning'And The End beats the 
following inscription on its last page 
(412). “7.20 pm, 11 April. 1990 
BO AC flight 019 London-New De¬ 
lhi”. I haven’t ever read such a long 


Mahfouz is essentially 
a story-teller, not a 
stylist: an Egyptian 
Somerset Mai4l|iam 


feels thoroughly let down by his family 
and almost forces his sister to commit 
suicide by jumping into the Nile He 
then follows her by jumping into the 
river himself. 

It is a gripping tale because ii is 
starkly truthful of life m Fgvpl lod.iy 
It has many parallels m India • 
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IDBl Capital Bonds 
An attractive instrument 
for exenmtion finm 
Canital Gains Tax. 



• Available at par 
throughout the year. 

• Exemption from Capital 
Cains tax under Section 
54E of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. 

• Exemption from Wealth 
tax under Section 1) 
(xvie) of the Wealth Tax 
Act, 1957 

• Income tax benefit under 
.Section 8l)L. 

• Interest at 9% p.a. paycible 
half yearly. 

• At the investor’s option, 
interest for the full period 
of 3 years can be paid in 
advance on discounted 
basis. 

• No deduction of tax at 
source. 

• Outstation cheques 
accepted and cost of 
collection will be borne by 
IDBl. 



l'"i lurHiri drlails amtart IIr' ni'niest lIHil oftiu' (ji wntf to Manaj^er 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK OF INDIA 

1!)P)1 I'OWllP, c'aiff Paraclf, Colaba, Bonibav lObUOr)- 


SoD^iac, 




ABU'THCULfGRAPH 



• Your electois want 
peace to return tt) Punjal^ 
and they arc not 
irileiested in the toolish 
controversy you (Kfann) 
have created 

kAMjiriHMALA'^i, Janata 
Dal Ml’ and luyt, vrr 
referring to S S Mann s 
urviucce<,sful attempt in 
c.arry the kiipan into 
Parliament 

■ We are apprehensive 
about the statement of 
Ram lethmalani that the 
solution to the Punjab 


problem would be 
possible before June, 
because his solution 
always involves 
compiomismg with the 
worst ot terrorists 

M. 1. Akbak , MP and 
Congressd) spokesman 

■ We have never been 
sensitised to war None of 
us, not even during the 
Second World War, have 
seen bombs falling (over 
Indian territory) In any 
conflict, let us be 
psychologically ready to 
face It . .we do not want to 
take a scratch 

V.P. fciNGH, Prtme 
Minister, on the possibility 
of Wat with Pakistan over 
Kashmir 

■ It IS high time that 
Pakistan realised India's 
might and desisted from 
interfering m the internal 
affairs of the country. 

L K. Advani, BJP 
president 


■ I will go on working for 
the Congress and for my 
leader a.s long as I am 
alive. 

Nandini Satpathy, 
Congress(f) member, after 
resigning from the post of 
president of the Orissa 
Pradesh Congress(I) 
Committee 

■ It’s much more 
pleasurable to give 
happiness to otheis than 
to be happy alone. I don’t 
think f'm fit to have a 
child of my own. I don’t 
think I am capable of 
looking after a child. 

Dr Indira Hinduja. 
pioneer of the Jnvitro 
Fertilisation process in 
India, on why she has 
chosen to remain a 
spinster 

■ I didn’t directly 
threaten to kill "V.?. Singh 
or Rajiv Gandhi, If the 
Indian Army kills our 
innocent men and 
women, people would be 


within their moral right to 
kill the Prime Minister. I 
have not .said I am going 
to kill them. 

Amanuluuj Khan, JKLF 
leader 

■ Even if the script is bad 
they should still have 
allowed Ioffe to shoot 
Otherwise it may seem 
that the state has 
something to hide. 

Aparna Sen, actress, on 
Roland Joffe not being 
allowed to shoot The City 
Of Joy 
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COUNTERVIEW 


VINOD MEHTA 


Out in the coM 


Increasing dissidence diminishes the authority of Rajiv Gandhi 


There dre d few 
things in life 
worse thiir heing 
confused with d 
fulling and ageing 
filmsidi (Vinod 
Kharinul, fnit such 
IS Mani Shankar 
Aiyar's reputation 
for getting matters 
right that a faint smile is all that is 
necessary in response. Meanwhile, for 
Rajiv Gandhi's sake I hope Aiyar’s 
dodgy grasp on reality does not tn- 
triidc into the quality of advice he 
renders to his master Hccausc, as 
stiangc things begin to happen in 
God's own party, life at the top is 
hotting up tor Fiaiis G.tndhi 

At the last t ongiess Working Com¬ 
mittee meeting, with Rajiv in attend¬ 
ance, ciitieism of the tanious "coterie" 
was rampant with many a speaker 
noting tfiat the president lontiniied to 
be inaccessible to iIk'sc who con.stitute 
the "real" partv Sops weie thrown in 
hv promises of earls organisational 
elections and anothei shuffle ot gener¬ 
al secietanes was executed, but the 
charge lemamed on the table Rajiv 
was kept locked up with Mam Shankar 
Aiyar and .1 tew othcis holding the 
keys Vasant S a t h e , 1 n tact, declared 
rathei jtationisingly, that left to him¬ 
self Rapv was a good chap but he was 
easily misled .ind pione to taking 
unreliable advice from people who 
had no "loots" in the coimtiv 
Now we have a new body calling 
itselt the ("ongress f-oruin lor Action 
spiouting up While it is presently 
made up of known dissidents with 
relatively meagre clout, its support 
within the paity, tK'in Rape's jioint of 
view, IS growing alaimmglv The 
Toriini is unambiguous in its criticism 
of the le.idei's "stvie of functioning" 
and tjeneialiy .ivoids praising him or 
endorsing tlie nioiioii th,it he is nidis 
pensTole, I .i<t week the borum re 
ceived ,i powerlul shot in the arm 
when Kamlaf'ati Iripaihi loiiied 111 
and attacked the "cultiiic of flattery 
and sycoph.mcv" ruirently destroying 
the Gongiess fashioned bv ,law,ih.arlal 
Tiipathi's cry of despair, icleascd to 



the press by the Forum, makes poig¬ 
nant reading and confirms that he has 
given up on Rajiv “It the Congress is 
to be saved, a new leadei has to be 
elected" is the summary ot Kamlapa- 
ti's message to the faithful 

Arc we, then, witnessing a full- 
fledged revolt? I don’t think so, hut 
more than mere tiemors are certainlv 
in the air The Congress has a long- 
established tradition ot not attacking 
the supreme leader At the slate level 
chappals and microphones c;in be 
thrown at a chief minister, but mem¬ 
bers ot the high command arc ex- i 
pected to behave, in public at least, 
with a measuie of decorum and digni¬ 
ty They may hatch dastardly conspir¬ 
acies behind closed doors but rushing 
to the press to an grievances against 
colleagues is considered bad form In 
the Opposition, when it is in power, 
precisely the opposite tradition pre¬ 
vails Here, it is the leadei of the 
parliamentary party (1 e , the F’rime 
Miriistei) who is singled out 
foi virulent condemnation 
and .ill the ills of his party 
and the goveinment are 
placed at his door No 
euphemism like “coteiie" is 
used, he IS denounced by 
name lake his piedecessoi 
Moiarp Ocsai in I'fTV, 

Prime Ministei V P Siiigli 
has to come out into the 
open and battle his adver¬ 
saries 

Not so in "the natural 
p.irty ot government' In¬ 
dira Gandhi's '77 election 
defeat in the wake of the 
Lmcrgency was ascribed 
to the activities ot the 
"caucus', even Sanpiy was 
not mentioned by name 
Currently, it is the "inex¬ 
perienced, non-political 
coteries’ (K C Pant’s feli¬ 
citous phrase) who are 
blamed lather than the 
person who spawned them 

It IS extraordinary and 
baffling that the one indi¬ 
vidual who single-handedly 
fashioned and executed the 


Congress’ defeat has escaped direct 
censure. After all. it was not only 
Rajiv's disastrous leadership, but also 
the widespread public perception that 
he was personally corrupt that led to 
the party’s rejection at the polls In 
even a moderately virile democracy 
the concerned leader would have im- 
mediatclv tendered his resignation as 
party learler—and it would have been 
accepted immediately, 

I n New Delhi the first thing that the 
C ongress did after being louted was 
"reaftiim its laith in the leadeiship ot 
K.ijiv (i.indhi' And when F^ajiv led 
Ins flock tci a second eleiloial hiimili.i- 
lioii within two months of the Inst, ,1 
twill stiategv was adopted Bv souk 
statistical juggleiv, it was sought tc' lie 
jiroveii that the jiaiiv had actually 
done quite well and if th.it .ilibi left ,1 
tew unconvinced the-results-vveie as- 
expeclecl refrain was hoisted 1 hus, 
since ciilicism ot the leader is invari- 
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ahiv camouflaged m the (’ongress, one 
must look lor nuances and code woid 
protests to judge his standing Of 
course. It has to be admitted that whde 
just before and pist aftei the general 
election, various scenarios were being 
sketched through which Ra|iv was to 
be ousted, at present not only have the 
scenarios been jettisoned but some 
ol the leading players ol the scenar- 
ms -N D Tiwari, K. ( Pant. Naia- 
siniha Rao -have taken a backseat 
Nevertheless, the mounting critic 
ism of the coteiie in public and the 
emergence ot organised and cleaily 
hoslile pressure gtoups within the 
pait\ suggests that foi the tiist time 
R.ijiv fiandhi's leadciship of the Con- 
eress IS seiiouslv tlireatened 

I he piincipal reason whv even a 
routed ( ongiess rallied behind R.i|i\ 
vv.is because the National I iont gov- 
einment seemed permanentU on the 
\eige ol collapse In the ( enliiil Hall 
ot PatliameiU. C ongress MPs weie 
bus\ calculating the d.ite and month of 
Its demise “Internal contiadictions ’ 
w.is the tavouicd symptom and 90 
davs was the nia.Mmiitn life awatded 
In this timediame R,i)iv (r.inclhi be¬ 
came a ciUical fiietoi , since with him 
conimumg to be at the he Im the nalicm 
eoulcl be ottered a stable governmeni- 
m-waitini: 


A las, the 90 days have passed and 
the government shows no signs esf 
disintegrating It anything it is demon¬ 
strating tin unsuspeeted capacity for 
resilience as it successtully combats 
one eiisis after another. Initiallv, there 
was much expectation that the 
“unholy wedlock" would 
hasten the downfall with 
either the BJP oi the com¬ 
munists pulling the rug 
from under V P Singh’s 
feet That expectation has KSIH 

been belied Devi l.al and 
C'handra Shekhar have • Hp 
tried their tricks, but the ITIOS 

former seems to have been m|| 

tameef, while the Cdid Turk ^ 
must be greatly discomfited 
bv the fact that when he to be 
conlirnicd his sensational — . 

charge m Pailiament the . , 

only cheers he received leBul 

were Irom Messrs Sathc to 

t hidambaram and Akbar ■ 

So, ihc govcmincnl de- "I®* 

spite Mcham despite les- 
ign.itions at the highest 
levels, despite grave piovoca- 
li'vn from across the borclct .mil esca¬ 
lating icriorist violence in main 
slates IS buckling down tii the long 
haul ahead Perhaps it won't suivivc 
till 1995. but for next two years oi 


midnight 


Rajiv Gandhi at the recent Congress Working Committee meeting: easily misled 
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so it appears V P Singh will not be 
changing residence, 

That’s bad news tor Rajiv Gandhi 
and his handlers As the durability of 
this government becomes mote and 
more apparent, demands foi lead¬ 
ership change from wiiliin the party 

_ will mount Whatevei 

their loyalties and intellec¬ 
tual calibre, even the most 
cowardly and cretinous MP 
will not risk going into 
Ksnilspsti another genetal election 

TrlrkaffsPe under 

I npBXni S Rajiv if ilicre is one thing 

message: the ('ongressman vndcr- 

**11 the stands It IS survi'ai and 

Congress is 

to be saved, formei Pimie Mimsier has 
a new neither the stomach noi the 

I . . wit to rejuvenate and lein- 

leaoer nas Vigorate a defeated ji.irtv 

to be Can you imagine Rajiv per- 

Alsk/'tAvl'' c"' elephant riding 

eiecieo remote part of 

the eountiv'^ Can you im¬ 
agine Rajiv burning the 
! midnight oil with the Working 
Committee OI a select group of senior 
tunclionaries devising a strategy for 
the 199()s'^ 7’hat sounds too much like 
ha id work. 

Even if the former Prime Minister 
agreed to perform the task the party 
would not trust him with it It knows 
that while sticking to Rajiv has certain 
advantages—the Nehru name, the 
appeal to youth, a commitment to 
frontier technology—all these virtues 
only count when the party’s shattered 
morale is restored Alas, there is 
nothing in Rajiv’s genes and record to 
suggest that he can begin the 
morale-iestonng task 
After Rajiv, who'' Well, this is a 
matter foi the Congress to decide, but 
I am suie a 100-ycar old party is 
capable ol finding an imjiinvemerit on 
Its present le.idei Dmihtlcss. it will be 
put .ilxuii th.ii there is no one else, 
lh.it despite his gig.mtic we.iknesses 
I the jiiesent incumbent is the best bet 
I However, this aigumeiif is so patently 
motivated that it will find tew t.ikers 
At anv late, if 1 was a Congress MP I 
I would digue thus. We are going to 
1 lose undei Rajiv anyway, so whv not 
l.ikc a chance with a new fact’’ 

1 used to wonder whv Rajiv's hand¬ 
lers flv into paroxysms ol r.ige when 
anyone suggested that the N.itional 
Pront goveinnient mighl l.ist even ,i 
thud of the full leim New I kiH'V 
whv riieii jobs .lie .n si.ike • 






Up in smoke 

Delhi has scant regard for fire safety norms 


clhi could be paying clear¬ 
ly lor being o v ci - 
malerialistie, thoughtless 
and uncdiing, In the space 
of d lew davs. as many as 
four fires ravaged the eitv’s piemiei 
otficidl eonferenee eentie. V'lgyan 
Bhavan, an overcrowded matket. 

1,20() huts ol a slum and the records 
loom of anothci government building, 
Nirman Bhavan The losses ran into 
several crores But even as the smoke 
billowed from the buildings and the 
dshes drifted m the bree/e, an indig¬ 
nant S K Dheri. the Delhi Fiie Ser¬ 
vice (Df S) chief, was certain the eitv 
hadn’t learnt a basic lesson that fire 
safety came before anything else Iro¬ 
nically, the incident occurred dunng 
the fire safety week, 14 to 20 April, an 
event held to commemorate the hero¬ 
ism of 68 firemen who died fighting 
flames on a ship in Bombay 4h years 
ago 

"We have mutated the lifesivles and 
aiehitectuie ot the West, but not their 
safety culture," Dheii savs, leaning 
hack in his chan in the Dl'S hcadciuar- 
ters, hidden behind Delhi's (on- 
naught Pliiee supermarket “We spent 
lakhs on exterioi and inteiioi decora¬ 
tion because we want our high-nses 
and houses to look expensive But we 
don't spend anything on tire- 
proteetion " It is a matter of habit that 
house-owners, builders, shopkeepers 
and even the government do not 
bother to think of emergencies, until 
they aeluully arise Being far-sighted is 
not woith the expense, they believe 

■So flies continue to break out in 
Delhi with agonising ficqueney It is 
as though It was a eitv ot pyromaniacs 
lake the Vigyan Bhavan fire, for 
instance The annual meeting ot in- 
spcctois-jjcneial .ind diiectois-general 
ot police oiganiseci by the Intelligence 
Biiicau (IB) was m progiess in one of 
the commiitcc rooms of V'lgyan Bha¬ 
van on 1(> April .\n mfoimation 
officeis confeieiuc was also on in 
anothci section ol the budding The 
fire 111 the commiticc loom, where 
about 2()d offieeis had assembled, was 
detected a little .altei .t l.s in the 



atlernoon "We noticed spaiks m a 
corner ot the ceiling,'’ an officei le- 
calls, “but we began vae.ilmg the h;ill 
only alter the embers starteci talhne 
The power was switched olt Delhi's 
police commissioner Vi|,i\ Kaian 
thought that the fire was caused bv a 
short-eircuit. but he hastened lo ,idd 
that this was a niattei lor the mc|uiiv 
committee ti. decide k’levaii Bhac.m 
gets ils powei siipplv Ihiough a high 
tension cable (hesuiii'b miuM ^omr 
lioni Niiman Bhavan, Ihi Na'ion.il 
Aichivcs Ol Shasiri ffhavaii. all gov 
ernment structures located nearIn 
The tire didn’i take long to spu ad 
It cicvciuied the icadilv conibiisiibk 
false ceding and woocl-panelhng tilled 
the whole building with smoke and 
melted down the thick coating ol 
coaltar on the loof ( 1 he eo.ilt.n is 
meant to pieverit vvatei Itoin leaking 
through ) Foity lire tendeis tought to 
control the flames till 8 t(l ihc ne\i 
morning But despite then best etloii-. 
about 75 pel cent of die building was 
destioyed I he main h.ill with i 
sealing capacity ol I OdU was com 
pletely gutted “llie flooi ol the pit 
stigious hall now looks into die skv ' a 
lire officer lemarked 
“ft seems to have started from a 
short circuit,’’ said an electrical en¬ 
gineer, M T Kaul, who works m Vi¬ 
gyan Bhavan. He agreed that the 
possible causes of a fire from a short 
circuit arc poor wiring and an increase 
in the load But the load ot the huild- 


Says Delhi Fire 
Service chief S.K. 
Dheri: “No one thinks 
of emergencies until 
they actually arise. 
Being far-sighted is 
not worth the 
expense, they 
believe” 



I mg had also not mcreasecl for the last • 
three years, he pointed out That Icdt 
j the problems ot wiring It was hard to 
! believe the clectiical lining in V'lgyan 
Bhavan was of poisr c|ualiiy The Bha¬ 
van had been lenovatecf for the Com¬ 
monwealth Heads ot (iovernments 
Meet ((.’HOtiM), and is supposed to 
be the countiv’s most well-ecjuipped 
conference ccntie But over the last 
five veais it is only “scciinty” that has 
received priority ovei other areas 
And even the cntr.inces and exits to 
the halls are limited 

As Delhi s 1.1 Ciovernor Aijan 
.Singh told (ounialists wbii met him 
when he arrived at Vigvan Bhavan 
after the fiie erupted, that there 
should have been adequate precau¬ 
tions against the mishap Curiously, 
the gap between the false ceding and 
the concicte roof cif ihe structure was 
stuffed with cotton F-or a building that ''' 
receives power through a high tension 
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Flratonder* fighting the Maze at VlgywiBhavani lack of safety measures 


cable. It was unthinkable to have such 
a vast quantity of combustible mate¬ 
rial near the wiring The inquiry com¬ 
mittee now will have to find out 
who or what was to blame 
for the devastating fire But Lt Cover* 
authorities rule out the 
theory that it was the work 
of Punjab terrorists 

Vigyan Bhavan was built 
in 1956 at the instance of “f 
Jawaharlal Nehru The first k 
meet it hosted was the UN- D 
ESCO conference the same W 
year. The building was en- [ =' ’ 
trusted to the Central Pub- w L 
lie Works Department y j 
(CPWD) The onginal de- 
sign of the building—which 
was built somewhat m the 
style of British-made 
structures such as the 
National Archives and the 

SIMMY m M<y IMO | 


museum in the vicinity—wa.s the crea¬ 
tion of the CPWD architect, R.L 
Gehlote But two decades later, Indira 
Gandhi approved the new designs 


Lt Governor Arjan Singh at the fire site: perturbed 




,v ^ 


made by architects Satisb 
Gujral and C.P Kukreja. 
The building was renovated 
in 1983 at a cost of Rs two 
crores Since then, virtually 
all major international con¬ 
ferences in India have been 
held here. Experts feel that 
It will take a full year to 
repair Vigyan Bhavan, 
which means that Delhi will 
be without a world-class 
conference centre during 
this period 

T he blaze that destroyed 
200 shops in Sadar 
Bazar, a crowded 
wholesale market, the same 
evening, was not whol.y un¬ 
expected. Shopkeepers in 
Gandhi Market, the most 
congested marketplace in 
the area, are bitter about 
the increasing load on the 
electrical system due to the 
unauthorised structures 
coming up on the terraces 
of existing shops, courtesy 
the civic authorities. 
According to Zaki Ahmed, 
who owns a stall very close 
to where the fire broke out, 
the source of the fire 
Was the ■;,arKS from an 
electric pole. The sparks 
evidently burnt some com¬ 
bustible material which 
dropped on to the tarpaulin 
of a pen shop below. From 
there the flames engulfed a 
furniture shop before burn¬ 
ing down the entire Gandhi 
market and a branch of the Central 
Bank of India 

Says Raghuvansh Singhai, the BJP 
councillor from the area, “It looked as 
though It was Diwali, with the whole 
place lit up, and crackers going off 
now and then ” The Gandhi Market, 
which IS cramped w'lth shops selling i 
plastics, hosiery goods, artificial | 
jewellerv, and cosmetics, literally ex¬ 
ploded 111 flames Fortunately, the 
shopkeepers had enough time to | 
escape Bui many of them were un¬ 
able to cairy with them all their goods, 
ft was a stubborn fiie that continued 
for two days 

The fire was detected as soon as it 
occurred—around 6.50 pm. “We tned 
putting It out with four firefighting 
cylinders," Ahmed exclaimed But it 
didn’t help A telephone call was 
made to the fire brigade around the 
same time “But they only turned up 
at 7 15 pm," Ahmed complained 









Ail the de f aulte rs 

The government continues to violate fire safety 
laws with impunity 


F ire safety laws are a joke m 
Delhi. Nobody takes them 
seriously, least of all, the govern¬ 
ment. 

As many as 158 buildings con¬ 
tinue to violate fire safety norms m 
the capital. The list reads like a 
directory of government offices, 
among the defaulterti are the head¬ 
quarters of Delhi Police, the offices 
of the Delhi Development Author¬ 
ity, Vikas Minaur and Vikas Bha- 
van, Sena Bhavan, Akashvani Bha- 
van, the civil aviation ministry 
headquarters, the National Arc¬ 
hives, Indian Airlines House, the 
Foreign Post Office, planning 
ministry headquarters, Mohan 
Singh Place, Shakti Sudan, Baroda 
House. Nirman Bhavan. Knshi 
Bhavan, government hospitals such 
as G.B. Pant Hospital, Maulana 
Azad Medical College Hospital, 
Rum Monahar Lohia Hospital, the 
WHO building, Atma Ram House, 
Vikrant Tower, one of the capita’s 
most popular government-owned 
hotels, the Ashok Yatri Niwas, 
and, of course. Vigyan Bhavan. 

Out of the ISg buildings, only 24 
have submitted plans foi installing 
fire safety equipment- -and Vigyan 
Bhavan was not one of them. The 


“And when the\ c.une, thc\ disco¬ 
vered the\ didn't have enough water 
to put the fire init " People in the area 
had to u.se watei trom the gutters to 
light the file imti,ill\ Ahmed added 
aniiriK. “Ihe iiie in \ig\.in Bhavan 
goi piioiitv " Aeioriling to S K 
Dhcri, the hist tiie tentlei to le.ich the 
maiket was trom a neaiby file station. 
He didii t deny the delay “But from 
experience I can tell you that till to¬ 
day, ncvei have 1 heard that the fire 
brigade had reached on time We are 
always Mamed for being late." 

ft took ovei 22 fire tenders to fight 
the Sadar Bazar flames. Twenty four 
hour after the tragedy, some of the 
shops were still huniing When l.t 
Govcruoi Aij.tn Smgiv. 11 K L Bha- 
gat, Jagdish Tytler and the BJP MP 
V.K Malhotra arrived at the spot, 
shopkeepers and residents made their 


private builders have asked for 
time till the end of the year to 
install safety equipment. The DFS 
is yet to make up its mind. 

Among private structures, the 
congested Rohit House has still not 
complied with fire safety regula¬ 
tions, despite repeated reminclers. 
Recently, fires broke out in Nir¬ 
man Bhavan, Rohit House and the 
National Archives. Curiously, 
Gopala Towers, wheie the city’s 
worst fire broke out in 1^83, was 
again served a notice in 1*187 for 
violating safety nciims This proves 
the point that people in the city are 
not any wiser even after they have 
suffered the effects of callous neg¬ 
lect 


displeasure clear. Vijay Bhatia, the 
secretary of the Sadar Bazar Traders 
■Association, accused the Delhi Elec¬ 
tric Supply Undertaking for not shut¬ 
ting off the power for 15 minutes and 
preventing the fire from spreading 
Civic officials complained that the 
firemen were hampered in their work 
by the scarcity of water in the locality 
It was only alter the Air Force sent a 
water tankei that the situation was 
brought under control after a day 
“But by then," .says Subhash Sharma, 
an angry shopkeeper, “the losses had 
run into croies" 

This wasn't Sadar Bazar’s first fire, 
though Traders in the area recall de¬ 
vastating fires in 1957, 1964, 1971 and 
1987, when the flames engulfed as 
many as 50 shops in Gandhi Market 
and the adjoining Shiv Market The 
principal cause has .ilways been an 
electrical short-circuit, as alsi. over¬ 
loading due to numerous illegal con¬ 
nections tiom a single pole The ovci- , 
loading IS a direct result of the profu¬ 
sion ol illegal structures “.All con- 

_structions up to the first 

floot 111 this area arc legal,” 
said Chand Smgh, a trade., 
adding .“The rest arc unau- 
thonsed ’ That meant the 
Gandhi Market, whcie the 
fire bioke out, has an elec¬ 
trical load that was more 
than double its authorised 
capacity "But this is only 
possible because of the 
cooperation of the electric 
supply and civic author¬ 
ities,’’ Singh said He even 
suspected the involvement 
of lop politicians behind 
the unauthorised construc¬ 
tions 

A third big fire broke 
out in the capital the 
day after the Vigyan Bha- 
van and Sadar Bazar disas¬ 
ters. More than 1,200 huts 
ot a slum called Adarsh 
Nagar, in the New Subzi 
Mandi area, were reduced 
lo ashes in the twilight 
hours A chicken and fish 
market located near the 
slum was also gutted, leav¬ 
ing a stench of burnt fowl. 
According to Dhen, it 
could have been started by 
a lamp. The fire bri¬ 
gade rushed to the spot and 
managed to bring it under 
control within an hour. In ^ 
Amal Bhavan in flaiiMs: no oiM learnt any laMom yet another incident 
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the next day, the accounts and official 
records ot a government department 
in Nirmal Bhavan, which houses the 
offices of the health ministry- --close to 
Vigyan Bhavan--wcre destrovcd, The 
destruction of records has led to admi¬ 
nistratis c problems In tact, the re- 
coids room seemed a likely place lor a 
fire It was stuffed with papers and 
files 

The cause of the'Vigyan Bhavan fire 
IS still unknown But Dhcri agrees that 
short-circuits and overloading—which 
were the most likely causes of the 
Sadar Ba/ai and Vigyan Bhavan 
fires—are frequent ocuriences m De¬ 
lhi The Delhi fdectric Suppiv Under¬ 
taking Act prohibits sub-hilhng of 
electric meters But this is a law 
observed more in the 
bleach Houses aie built 
and subdivided, and iinau- 
thoiised electrical connec¬ 
tions taken out The only 
way to check the menace is 
by preventing unauthorised 
construction But the Sadar 
Ba/tar area stands lesti- 
nioiiy to the helplessness of 
Ihi CIVIC authorities 

!l is precisely because of 
Its lampani disregard for 
the law that Delhi is so 
notoriouslv fire-prone 
Accoiding to R M Gup¬ 
ta an elderly resident ot 
Babar Road who has been 
fighting a battle against the 
nearby Holiday Inn five 
star hotel—one ot the ma¬ 
jor causes of fires is the 
misuse of basements bv 
high-rise builders After 
the Gopald Towers tire in 
19S1, he says, th>. then I 1 
Governor had issued orders 
to clear high-rise buildings' 
basements of unauthorised occupant' 
“But builders continue to misuse base¬ 
ments due to loopholes in the law " he 
complains 

It took three major fires in Delhi - - 
at Gopala 'lowers, Sieldhaith Hotel 
and Ansal Bhavan - to tighten tire 
safety regulations. The law now‘ makes 
It compulsory foi alt old structures to 
maintain a certain projxirtion ot each 
floor as a ‘refuge area", to enable 
occupants to escape in the event of an 
emergency The refuge area cannot be 
encroached ujion All buildings have 
to keep firefighting equipment The 
requirements for high-rise buildings 
and hotels are more elaborate— 

► sprinklers, fire alarms, and fire 
escapes. A hotel cannot obtain a com¬ 


pletion certificate unlcs.s the (Central 
Fire Organisation) CFO certifies that 
It has met all the necessities 

j^ut then, the ingeniouv -of whom 

ways finds a way to gel around the law. 
One of the prime motives of builders 
IS to grab more floor space than they 
are allowed. A maximum of 400 FAR 
(flooi area ratio) is permissible m the 
ccntial business district (CRD) around 
Connaught Place This means if a plot 
has a built-u(i area of .SO per cent, 
construction is allowed upto eight 
floors. I’he ratio ot the built-up area to 
the giound is 400 1. But builders man¬ 
age to grab more FAR by mi-susing 
basements and creating additional 


floor spate What is nioie. they do 
nothing to beef up fire-satety airange 
inents foi die aJdiiiomil FAR Space 
IS at a lueiniiini, not liv- s 

rheit are otliei'loiblems, too SK 
Dheri says tb< ’lelbi f iic Servite 
(DFSl docs Mol aw ttie ' apaeitv to 
tackle two rnai'i. an-s suiuiitaneously 
It operates on a hoestiing budget o1 
Us .4 .S crores ot which Rs ^ trores is 
spent on salaiits and iiniloiins 'That 
leaves us with just Rs .Ml lakhs tor 
equipment, maintenance and niod- 
einisaiion ” Dlmri adds The aetu.il 
requncments. he argues, is at least 
twice the budget file Df S has a total 
of 2.4 tire stations m the city, with 
three to scyen tire engines in each 
“Four more stations are to come up 


this year,’’ Dheri says. The DFS also ; 
runs a special “harvest sea.son’’ .service | 
by temporarily setting up four addi- ’ 
tional stations, in the event of crop i 
fires resulting from disputes The ' 
DFS's prime possession includes an 
imported hydraulic platfonri that can 
be used to rescue people fioin the ISth 
floor of a building and pumps that can 
jet water to a height of 90 metres 
But that doesn’t mean much w hen a 
fire engine has to be rushed to a 
crowded .Sadar Bazar marketplace 
through nanow alleys The’trouble, 
Dheri points out, is that Delhi has 
grown ovei the years “Today there 
are 70,000 industrial units, 8,011,000 
working people and 1.6 million vehi¬ 
cles on the roads." That increase s the 


burden on the fire service ('lowdcci 
roads also make things more dilfivult 
Last year, the DFS responded to 
I.*! (MKI telephone c.dK ot which 
turned out to be tiie'- and rest, “vUIk-i 
enicrgeiieies", such as diovvning. 
house collapses, load .ucidents, m.ili- 
cious c.ills and even calls to lesciic 
animals. Some 85 people died The 
DFS functions as efficiently as it can. 
despite the complaints against it 
Ivven the fact that last year proper.\ 
worth Rs 6,.4 crores was lost to (ires 
and Dheri’s men saved property wo.n, 
Rs 25 crores isn’t reason crtougi' !,)■ ■ 
city to guard itself against dis,; .it i 
Delhi IS destined to Icam the lor,- 
hard way. • 

Nlmtal MHn/New Dmihi 
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Friends and 

_fp^_ 

Have Devi Lai and A jit Singh decided 
to bury the hatchet? 


W ho IS the boss df the 
Janata Dal' Lvery- 
body, It seems bor a 
parly which pci haps 
has more leaders than 
followers, power games are an integral 
part o( the Dal culture Alliances arc 
forged between heavyweights solely to 
outwit rival factions. Thus only a few 
months back, deputy prime minister 
Devi Lai was a swoin enemy of 
industries minister Ajii Singh But 
soon after V P Singh anniuinced that 
he would icshuffle the Cabinet, Devi 
l,al and Ajit Singh dceided to bury the 
hatchet, albeit teinporurilv. so that the 
othei power centres within ihe Janata 
Dal did not wrest the initiative But 
whatevc! be the icason. the reported 
unity moves between the Devi Lai 
camp and the Apt Singh group is the 
best thing that could tiave happened to 
the Janata Dal in iccent times For, at 
one time it seemeil that the rivalry 
between the two ieadeis would tear 
the party apart 

Of course, Devi l.,al himself has not 
made any efforts to make up with Ajit 
Singh. Political obseivcrs have based 


Singh. Political obseivcrs have based ministership Moreover, there must be 

Miiiayam SInsh Yadav (right) with AjH Singh: survival comes first 




their rpeculations on the moves made 
by the deputv prime minister’s chief 
heutenani, Mulayam Singh Yaclav. 
the chief minister of LJttar Pradesh Of 
late, Yadav has been meeting Ajit 
Singh tcgularly and sources close to 
the UP chief minister confirmed that 
the two have decided to forget the past 
and he friends 

But why did Mulayam Singh V'adav 
suddenly decide to befriend Apt 
Singh'' When the lormei teamed up 
with Devi f.al, he did so solely because 
he wanted to retain his grip over the 
crsiwhile Lok Dal unit in Ibtai 
Pradesh and keep Ajit Singh at bay In 
!'J87, Dcvi Lai became the chief 
ministci of FFaryana and began play¬ 
ing a leading role in Opposition poli¬ 
tics at the Centre A wily Mulayam 
Singh rightly thought that with Devi 
[.al’s backing, he could one dav 
emerge as the chief minister of Uf’, 
Subscijucnt events proved that Yadav 
was not very wrong and had it not 
been toi the ifaryana strongman's 
suppoit. he could never have defeated 
Apt Singh in the race for the UP chiel 


N 





a luiking ambition within Mulayam 
Singh to play a greater role in national 
politics For, if Devi l.al could have 
achieved so much by virtue of being 
the chief minister of FFaryana, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav can demand 
more, since he is governing the most 
important state in the country 


Such aspirations have 
torced Mulayam Singh 
Yadav to rework his 
strategy Though Devi l,al 
IS still in command at the 
Centie, Ajit Singh is no 
pushover either And in 
Uttar Pradesh, the Dal fac¬ 
tion owing allegiance to the 
Union industries ministei is 
marginally smaller than the 
group led by the chief 
minister. Mulayam Singh 
knows very well that he will 
not be able to rule very 
long without the support of 
all sections of the party. 
The present compromise 
suits Ajit Singh very well 
FFe has realised that it 
would be foolhardy to try 
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AJH Singh and Devi Lai with V.P. 
Singh: compromise is the name of the 
game 


and unseat Mulayam Singh In the 

^ Tiimstans-fs, il would he best to 
orget the differences and tiy and get 
as many of his nominees appointed to 
positions of power in Uttar Pradesh 
Anti the chief minister has reportedly 
agreed to accommodate the Union 
minister s candidates 

T hat the two leaders wcic serious 
about coming together was pioveti 
after Mulayam Singh Yadav and Apt 
Singh agiced to field two candidates 
each from then lespective camps lor 
the forthcoming elections to the UP 
Legislative Council Recently. Yadav 
and Singh met ovei bicakfast at !^e\i 
l.al's residence to thrash out their 
differences Over IS other lanata Dal 
MPs, including RasheecI Masood, 
Uarish Pal and Jagpat Dhankar. were 
also present. Ajii Singh, however, 
denied that the morning meeting was 
f^eant to bring him and Devi Lai 
together. “We had general discussions 


and nothing specific was discussed 
cither at this meeting or at the dinner 
held earliei at C'hand Ram's place," 
the industries minister claiilied When 
asked whelhci he had softened his 
stand on the Meham issue, Ajil Singh 
said that the unamnious decision of 
the party’s political affairs committee 
on the issue was well known and it was 
now up to the Prime Minisler to take 
action 

The story .ibouf a possible r.ip- 
prochcinent between Apt Singh .iiul 
Devi Lai began doing Us rounds in Ihe 
capital after the I'nion industries 
minister attended .■ dinner p.iitc 
hosted bv C'hand Ram wheie De\i I al 
was also among the itn Pees I he Devi 
l.al faction later leaked the news to 
the nress hiiiimg the the dinnei pailv 
was meant to strike .1 responsive choid 
between the two warring ,lal leadeis 
Soon followed the hre.iklasi at Devi 
Lab'- residence and (lolitical observers 
were sure that Apt Smuh and the 
deputy piime minister had shaken 
hands 

And there aie plenty of reasons w-hy 
Ihe two should make up After all 
Meham will soon he forgotten but 



I f Hegde becomes the 
party president, the 
Dandavate- Fernandes 
axis will gain 
the upper hand. And 
both Devi Lai and Ajit 
Singh want to prevent 
this 

’ -, is' • ' ■ '.K'' 

I once Ramakrishna Hegde becomes 
the paity piesident, Ihe Madhii 
Dandavate-Cieoige Pernandes avis 
will gam the upper h.md And both 
Devi l.al and Apt Singh ate awaie that 
eilhei ol them tilone m.iy not be able 
to fight the sociafists wilhm the .lanaM 
Dat 

Moreovei, Ihete is a tear that 
among lire ma|or consiiuients ol Ihe 
■lanata Dal, the Ian Moicha may soon 
b;ig a l.iige sfiaie of power both at 
the Centre .md m the state Already, 
out ol the doren-oild l.in Morelia 
MPs theri ,iTe as manv as tour 
t abmel mmiNleis besides a number of 
ministers ol state ft is ifius impeiative 
that Dcm 1 al aiul Apt Singli bury the 
haiehet to prc>te(.t the interests of the 
I.ok Dal 

But It IS peihaps I)evi l.al who 
needs Apt Singh's support badly 
Issues like Meham and othcis have 
isolated the deputy piime minister 
within the Janata Dal And il the two 
hits conic together it may well be a 
victory’ tor C handra Shekhai, who is 
w.iuing m the wings to humble Prime 
Minister Vishwanath Piat.ip Singh • 
Kuldeep Kumar/New Delhi 
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INDER MALH07RA 


Demoralised diplomats 

How IFS officers have been treated shabbily over the years 



Having leported in 
this column scscial 
weeks ago that the 
moves to ease out 
foreign scLiet.iiv 
S K Singh had en¬ 
ded and that tne able 
and encigetif. man 
holding the top slot in the loreign 
service would stay on until the end ot 
his tenuie on I'S Eebruarv, IWl, [ owe 
It to readeis to explain why J went 
wiong and failed to foiesee the dismal 
denouement that unfolded itscll on iK 
April On the afternoon of that dnv 
the news ol Singh’s resignation, sub¬ 
mitted to the Prime Minister 2-f hours 
earlier, became public 

f ven if S K Singh’s resignation was 
somewhat sudden, there was nothing 
surprising in the subsequent .ippoint- 
menl as the new loreign secretary of 
Muehknnd I)ube\ also an officer ol 
ability and drive f roin the moment, 
at the beginning of the vear, when talk 
of Singh’s possible rnistci hJd started 
It was taken loi granted that he would 
be replaced bv Muchkinul 
Since the test t S K Singh's letter 
to \' P Singh I alre.idv been pub¬ 
lished. there is n i need to go into the 
tortuous details i I how the issue Came 
to a head However, a lew significant 
points need to he underscored 
l ust. It IS tlcai thai'fiom the word 
go, the present government did not 
want Singh to continue as foreign 
secretary Hence the otiei to him to 
t.ike a pick ot the embassy iii Washing¬ 
ton, the high commission m 1 ondon 
and the peim.inent mission to the 
United Nations Now. loreign secre- 
laiies on completion of thea tenure 
and aflei retiiement are sent as 
ambassailors to important countries 
Hut, as S K Singh pointed out in his 
letiei to the Prime Minister, foieign 
secretaries, sent .iway in the midst of 
then Iciiuie cannot make Miecesstul 
C'llV ovs 

No wonder then that S K Singh 
turned dc’wn the multiple choices ot 
amhas'.adorship Since ii is tin iiglrt ot 
eveiv governniciit to have ,i foreign 
sceretarv of its chon e n w.is open to 
the Janata Hil mim>i!v to do then 


w'hat It has done now—i e ,to let S K 
Singh go But It did not do that 
Instead, it asked him to become (iov- 
ernor ot Himachal Pradesh which, 
too.-he declined Would he piefei • 
governorship ol lamil Nadu, he vvas 
then asked tentatnelc But. as Ins 
letter to the PM says, the mattei was 
licit pursued, 

It was at this stage thiit the crisis 
with Pakistan over Kashmir escalated 
The Prime Mmistei tisked S K Sineh 
to go on a special mission to Moscow 
fust and then 1 1 Washington and the 
U N headcjiiartc-is in New Soik At 
the same time, \ P Singh reporiediv 
told his top <ndcs ;ind .ichiserv that tlie 
foreign secret.iry should not be dis 
turbed 


whole thing ‘strange and humiliat¬ 
ing" Pew' civil servants in his [ilaec 
would have acted the way he did 
This himgs one lo the most curious 
part of the whole sordid story It is 
thal no one is piepaied to say who 
warned Singh to go and why I ven 
atlei he decided to sav taicvvell to the 
goveiriment all conceined told linn 
how greatly thev valued Ins work and 
how sc'iiv they were to lose his sei- 
Vices' bach said that he w.o keen to 
see S K Singh stav but some oilier 
rrivsteinnis fences willed otficiwise 
J Ol ve.irs on end the foreign set 
vice ^ moiali Inis been low Hie sei- 
Mce sees itsclt lie.lied wnh sc ml 
respect It IS rui| fcntiiilous lhal 'he 
If S fi.is ,ilso lo^| Its iilir.iction lo ilic 


J 



For years on end, the 
foreign service's morale 
has been low. The service 
sc»es itself treated with 
scant respect. It is not 
fortuitous that the IFS has 
also lost its attraction to 
the younger generation of 
Indians 


Sliqch; an unceremonioua exH 


This was the backdrop lo the e.irliei 
despatch the eonieiii ol which ought to 
have been confirmed bv the appieci.i 
ticin of .Singhs woik in Moscow, 
Wiishmgton and New ''loik openly 
expressed bv both the Prime Mmisier 
and the foieign mimstei 

riicn. sudcicniv a week before S K 
Smgh put m Ins papers, lie was asked, 
more than once, to relinquish the 
office of foreign secietaiy .ind become 
a fiovernor Assam was mentioned 
fust and Puripib l.iter, which nie.int 
that the government would not have 
minded Ir.insleiiiiig Nirmal Muk.itii, 
the cuiient incumbent of R.q Bhavan 
m { handigarh to sonre other state 
S K Smell's .iiiswei to all the offers 
W.IS 1 firm no Inilced. he loimd the 


voungei geneiation of Indi.ins Time 
was when those topping I he list of 
Slice essful candidates m the competi- 
lion tor rill-lndi.i services used to fight 
one .iriolhei to get mu' (tie foreign 
service Now il h.is only tew takers 
Indei fiuiial was present at a meet¬ 
ing ol the If S association in February. 
at which speakers made no seciet of 
their unhappiness with what had been 
and W.IS being done, to then seiviec 
Vlosl IFS officers lod.iv see S K 
Siueti's ouster as no tess .habbv than 
the s.ickiiig ot one of his predecessors, 

A P Venkateswarari, live on televi¬ 
sion bv the then Piime Minister. Rape 
(i.indln It eaniiot but deliver one 
more shattering blow to the foreign 
SCI vice’s morale, cohesion and 
eflicacv 

SUMDiV ?9 ApilftsMiylwO 










KEWAL VARMA 


Yes, he still rules 

But it is time V. P. Singh took a hard look at himself 


t long last. Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh's 
supporters have be¬ 
gun admitting that 
the Raja’s is a weak 
government incap¬ 
able of meeting the 
serious challenges 
facing the nation. “To meet such 
challenges, there is an urgent need for 
a national government comprising the 
National Front, the Congres.s(I), the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the 
left." clarified one of Singh's admir¬ 
ers 1 have no intention of embarras¬ 
sing the Prime Minister’s drumbeaters 
by reminding them of what they said 
less than 150 days ago when their 
“hero ” assumed office But it is a good 
sign that they have begun to recognise 
that the Centre is weak,as a result of 
which the country today is plunged in 
turmoil. 

How did things come to such a pass’’ 
Around mid-1987, an incompetent 
Rajiv Gandhi allowed all political 
initiative to slip into the hands of 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh.even though 
the former was technically the Prime 
Minister. Since then, it has been Singh 
who called the shots. But did V P 
Singh use his political authority judi¬ 
ciously’’ 

Surrounded by sycophants, the 
Prime Minister succeeded in deflect¬ 
ing the nation’s attention from grave 
issues of national importance to petty 
problem.—scandals became his pet 
obsession. Neither did he himself app¬ 
ly his mind to the serious issues nor 
did he allow the nation to think over 
them. Can you believe that there is 
not a single line in the National Front 
election manifesto on the Punjab and 
Kashmir crises. But closing one’s eyes 
like an ostnch will not help solve the 
problems. Meanwhile, the situation in 
the valley has deteriorated. And, Pun¬ 
jab is going the Kashmir way, while 
Assam is going the Punjab way 

Passing the buck just won’t do any 
longer. It is no use for V P. Singh to 
say that he has inherited the problems 
from Rajiv Gandhi. The need of the 
hour is for the Prime Minister to 
deade what sort of solution he would 




V.P. Sbigh with Ms atipportars: is ttie hotwymoon over? 


prefer—in the circumstances a demo¬ 
cratic and political solution seems to 
be the only answer to the problems 
The event.s in Eastern Europe have 
proved that guns cannot silence a vast 
majority. Thus, a military solution 
cannot be a lasting one 


SurrofiiMied by 
sycophants, the Prime 
Mh^ter succeeded in 
defleettnf the nation’s 
attenifon from grave 
issues of national 
importance to petty 
problems, 

scamiais becoming his 
pet obsession 


The Prime Minister’s aides n the 
government are only too keen to 
include the BJP in it. But the BJP 
continues to insist on the abrogation 
of the Article 370. Will it help to bring 
peace to Kashmir’’ The BJP is wedded 
to the idea of a Hindu rashtra. Does it 
help to win the confidence of 15 per 
cent of the religious minorities in the 
country. The BJP is committed to 
convert at least three mosques—at 
Ayodhya, Mathura and Varanasi— 
into temples. Is this not the surest way 
to start a civil war in the country. 

Any government at the Centre 
which includes the BJP will spell 
doom. Even the Prime Minister’s con¬ 
science-keepers have now realised 
that V.P. Singh will find it difficult to 
govern with the BJP and the left 
parties as his props. But the principal 
reason why the situation in the coun¬ 
try has suddenly become so bad is the 
C.entre’s dependence on the BJP. And 
if the BJP finally decides to join the 
government, it will be a sad day for 
the country. A national government at 
the Centre is welcome, but the BJP 
should be kept out of it. • 
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WHAT ON 
EARTH IS 


A FORMULA-1 
RADIAL? 



Quite simply, a new generation tyre. In conventional tyres, 
the nylon cords run diagonally to the rim. 

Butina Formuia-1 Radial, they are perpendicular. With an additional 

rigid belt running underneath along the rim. 

An altogether new configuration that puts you in total control. 









Indulse your passion for speed. The wider, squat tyres with flexible 
sidewalls maximise road contact. Providins excellent traction. 

The unique, computer-desisned tread profile sives better road 
Srip on curves, sure-stop brakins assurance and steerins stability. 

In short, better car control. With enhanced tyre life. Fuel economy. 
And hisher puncture resistance. 

With latest technolosy from Yokohama Rubber Company, Japan. 
Fit Formula-I Radlals today. And experience beins in the driver’s seat. 





FOR BETTER CAR CONTROL 






























THE AHCHETTPAl BUREAUCRAT: Self -confident 
self-possessed, well-paid, backed by a powerful 
network—and knows he is the boss 


D The year, 1987. Gopi 
Krishna Arora, special 
secretary to Prime Minis¬ 
ter Rajiv Gandhi and tm 
Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer of 
the 1957 batch, is work¬ 
ing in his South Block 
office in New Delhi. 

Vasant Sadie, the Union 
minister for energy, 
knocks deferentially, 
opens the door and asks 
politely: “Mr Arora, am 
I come in?” Arora nods. 

“Can I come to see you 
around 9 o’dock tomor¬ 
row morning “ goes on| 

Sathe. “At your resi- - - 

dence?" Arora looks at 
his watch and teUs him 
no, make it 9.30. "And, ” 
says Arora, "come to my 
office." Sathe smiles 

and says “thank you" a couple ings and engage hon in polite conversa- 
of dmes and leaves. Right through the tion. Pande looks bored, 
exchange, Arora keeps sitting behind 

his desk and Sathe d^s all the bowing oPrime Minister Indira Gandhi sug- 
and scraping. gests—in writing—that a certain politic- 

. al favourite be (^pointed as a Erector 

olndira Gandhi Interna¬ 
tional Airport, the VIP 
reception area, 22 
March, 1990, , around 
1.30 in the afternoon. 

Prime Minister Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh is 
returning from Namibia 
and his Cabinet col¬ 
leagues are in attend¬ 
ance. Communications 
and surface transport 
minister K.P. Unnikrish- 
nan and law minister 
Dinesh Goswanu are sU- 
ting together, chatting. 

Cabinet secretary Vinod ■ 

ifSb t How bureaucrats rule India 

imperiously. He does not 
even look at the Cabinet 
ministers, but they scurry 
over to where Pande is 
standing, smite greet - 


i • '&*>. •u I 


% 

-■.I r return- 



to state-run Bank of In¬ 
dia’s board. The person 
gets in touch with an IAS 
officer in the Prime 
Minister’s Office 
(PMO), who inserts the 
word “New" before 
“Bank". The politician 
gets his appouitment to a 
completely different 
bank, which offers better 
perks (executive class 
airfare, stay at five-star 
hotels) to its directors. 
The PM does not even 
know about it. 


oGujarat Governor 

-— R.K. Trivedi resigns af¬ 
ter the National Front 
comes to power, like 
Governors across the 
country. Only, he is an 
ex-lAS officer and 

ings and engage him in polite conversa- his son-in-law, S.N. Shukla, is a joint 
tion. Pande looks bored. secretary at the ministry of textiles and 

also happens to be friendly with Bhure 
oPrime Minister Indira Gandhi sug- Lai, an IAS officer and a joint secrei- 

gests—in writing—that a certain politic- ary at the Prime Minister’s Office, 

al favourite be (^pointed as a Erector . fUs resignation is not accepted, he con¬ 
tinues as Governor, and 
Shanker Dayal Singh, 
the prospective candidate 
and a Janata Dal 
heavy weight from Bihar, 
returns home from De¬ 
lhi, after a fruitless 
month of waiting. P.C. 
Alexander, Governor of 
Tamil Nadu, ex-IAS and 
at one time Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s principal private 
secretary, stays on too. 
Every other Gov¬ 
ernor’s—who obviously 
do not have IAS links- 


resignation is accepted. 












^ D/« the last administra¬ 

tion, Krishna Sahi, 
education minister, Mar¬ 
garet Alva, minister for 
sports and youth affairs, 
and Saro) Kharpade, 
minister for health, all 
faced the same problem. 

Their respective secretar¬ 
ies—after a while—simp¬ 
ly refused to deal with 
them, preferring instead 
to deal directly with the 
chief, Union minister for 
human resources de¬ 
velopment P V Nara- 
simha Rao. The minis¬ 
ters would not even get 
.some files they requested 
from thetr secretaries 
The secretaries have their 
jobs (for example, Anil 
Bordiu. an IAS officer of 
the 1957 hatch, continues 
to be the educatton 
secretary), but the politicians are alt 
out in the cold. 

DThe chairman oj the NOIDA inuicst- 
rial estate in Uttar Pradesh, just ai ross 



INDIRA AND RAJIV GANDHI: Prime Ministers who rode 
rough-shod over the babus, and politicised them—in the 
end making them still more powerful 


the border from New Delhi, feels that 
the area’s telephone lines are no good 
at all. And tt ts no place to stav or bring 
the kids up either So, the IAS office/ 
works It cjut He manages to get a 
telephone from Delhi's Connaught 
Place exchange routed through to his 
office in NOIDA (in unothe/ state 
altogether), "easier to stay in touch that 
way," he says—a feat that Unic/n minus 
ters would find almost impossible to 


match. 





T here arc some inescapable 
tru hs about governance in 
India the bureaucrat is the 
real overlord, while the 
politician IS at best a transi 




lory phenomenon. The bureaucrat 
formulates the laws and implements 
them, while making the politician be 
lieve he is doing it all The 






bureaucrat’s word | 
counts, while the politi¬ 
cian’s word is forgotten 
in a few months—if not 
days And if the profes¬ 
sional politician did not 
exist, life would go on. 
But in the absence of a 
professional bureaucrat, 
India would fall flat on 
Its face He is the power 
centre, and knows it, 
piotects himself and his 
ilk, and does everything 
he can to perpetuate his 
supremacy In India, the 
babu rules And the 
most powerful of the 
babus are unde.iubly 
the 6.t)()() or so offu ers 
of the IAS 

‘T'his IS a very well- 
established i.n.stitution’’ 
s .1 y s B a s h 1 r u i d 1 n 
Ahmad. a research 
professor at New Delhi's 
Centte for Policy Research “Por 
many years now. the committee of 
secretancs have been lunmug the gov¬ 
ernment, simply because many of the 
politicians don’t have the time or the 
expertise to handle administration ” , 
Says Mam Shankar Aivai an Indian ' 
Foreign Service (IFS) officer who was ! 
a joint secretary at the Rajiv regime \ 
PMO. “Any political svstem which ' 
wishes away the bureaucracy is indulg- 1 
mg in wishful thinking ” ■ 

Aiyar—who resigned liom the sei- i 
vice last year and is now a C'ongiess(l) | 
party official—is right It is a system j 
which has a stranglehold on the entire j 
country from the lowermost levels 
(the fresh IAS officci who is an assis- : 
tant colletl(ir in a tehsil) to the very i 
top (theCabinctsecrctaiy traditionally j 
the godfathei of all buieauciatsj Says j 
Madhu Limaye. a foui-time Lok ' 
Sabha member and former general 
secretary of the lanata Party “Just 48 
hours after the National F'ront govern- 
















BUREAUCRACY 


ment took over 
(in the first week of De- 
cember 1989), the 
(IAS) bureaucrats had 
captured all the top slots 
in the ministries.” The 
only non-IAS person 
who achieved a position 
at the top was Bimal 
Jalan, secretary, fi¬ 
nance, courtesy his pro¬ 
ximity to V.P. Singh. 

Even the juniormost 
IAS officer has 
tremendous clout, and 
some of the manifesta¬ 
tions are incredible. ‘ I 
used to go around the 
tehsil in my jeep,” says a 
senior IAS officer alMut 
his days as a greenhorn. 

“And very often, in a 
village, people would 
stop the jeep and make 
me get out. There 
would be a shamiana of sorts and a 
microphone, and I would have to give 
a speech Imagine giving a speech in 
Marathi, when you can’t speak the 
language.” And of aiurse, he would 
be garlanded and offered sweets, in 
much the same way a politician is. “If 
you go around a district," says P 
Umashanker, director of New Delhi’s 
Indian Institute of Public Administra¬ 
tion (IIPA) and an ex-IAS officer 



wide-eyed, bumbling 
and easily shocked assis¬ 
tant collector in his book 
English August. The 
book was well 
accepted—though not 
by the IAS fraternity, 
who saw in its black 
humour an attempt to 
paint an archetypal IAS 
man “It’s a pity really," 
says Chatterjee. Agas- 
tya Sen, the protagonist, 
IS not a caricature .1 
think we should be able 
to laugh at ourselve- 
s our job IS deadly .se¬ 
rious ”) 


BASHIRUDDHf AHMAD, political scientist: “Because of his 
own Insecurities, the politician starts to politicise the 
bure8ucracy...which can totally distort Its function” 


(1956 batch), “you will see that the 
whole world revolves around the col¬ 
lector He manages everything—elec¬ 
tions, rural development, local con¬ 
flicts, government policies. ” As well 
as law—and order. 

(Upamanyu Chatterjee, an IAS 
officer of the 1983 batch and presently 
an under-secretary in the ministry of 
human resources development, 
chronicled an account of a Iresh, 


Later, when the babu 
has moved up a few 
rungs as secretary in a 
state capital, oi as the 
deputy director of a 
slate-level enterprise, he actually 
formulates policy Though, as Aiyai 
says, a bureaucrat is the “msirumeni 
of governance” who “communicates .. 
policy or a programme t(i teach whom 
It IS intended tor" and not someone 

who actually drafts it Says Aiyar “In 
states like Bihar, where politicians are 
content to just transfer people from 
one place to another, the bureaucrats 


IndHa^s mo^ powerhri bureKicrats 


CaMiafaacratvy 

ladia’aseeoadfiiost po««rfid man 
after V,P, Smgj]. Some of fan 

t iuwe gmeaolar »to 
I dminoBt powerAd. A& 
IAS ofiBcer of die 19S5 batcfa, die 
RaJaetfaan cadre officer was die 
Raja’s revoriBe seoetuy wfaetk be 
WBsSmooe annister. Knows VvP. 

{ennbis dijttlii 
A&badeodii 


Dtneatoale^ . 
understandsbow tile 
R%ja works inside Ad: 
lU] iv Gandhi shunted 
him out as secretary, 
tmH develc^ment, after,, 
idmlUja’s exit hrtmi 
jCahinet, but Pande wu 
"^uahiatile «s officer 
. He fael^ 

sBkneityratiRai 


Bin, After V.P. tooitoveras 
Prime Master, be _ 31 , 

senior bureascrats to t^tpont 
Pande India’s mtmber <me b^. 

PmoMls0cmuyiD^P^m 

t/Unmatr 

tike B&are Ltdi a jsmaptee to the 
‘li^. Wmt ffie iUia’aptosooal 
aecrAavy: daring ms 

tesuttewiSiuatce , 
n^lsteririlkettiimid 
■■■l fateA,ameinberofriie 
j::..r' I Tsai Beard, in I/mdm- 


in iJielfai, With VvP. Singh’s return, 
topotwir, Shmtoa was ao abvknu^) 
LL r^rspnd secretary. 

His dout denies trmn the Raja’s 


J6ltit^eavttry,PMO 

AmidfaMed to the IAS bl 1971 , 

UftarPra^h AKfare, after. 




waebdtiat-', ‘ 

' CavontAkrikercbrnt 
' Miifarinn;riBntsipd^^' 


aerviccs. Pnnde'sftieadaridd' 
loim-itiine emuHAanbe .ef 
^’s. 

ffikanee 

asiliieptw«Aidlidrifa^^ 
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BUREAUCRACY 


^ run the show ” They de¬ 
cide policy as well as the 
rules and regulations 
that direct that policy. 

That would not do for 
public consumption, 
says Aiyar, “so you cre¬ 
ate Ae myth that the 
minister makes the rules 
and regulations”. 

And this myth, and 
the power it shields, 
grows with the babu’s 
rise through the 
bureaucracy The mas¬ 
tery over the magic 
word “rule” is what a 
babu thrives on, what 
lies at the core of his 
power The Union 
minister for energy may 
say that he wants a pow^ 
cr transrni.ssion line be¬ 
tween Singrauli and 
Sirsa, perhaps to please his consti¬ 
tuents Hut the plan has to be proces¬ 
sed at the department of power, which 
needs a clearance from the mmistrv of 
enviionment and the mtnisliy ol fi¬ 
nance, routed through the bureauci.i- 
tii. levels in those ministiies The 
babus could stymie the proposal for 
months, il they wanted to 

A recent example of babu-work is 
the export-import policy, presented by 



MANI SHANKAR AIYAR , diplomat, bur«aucr»t and 
politician: “Any political system which wishes away the 
bureaucracy Is Indulging in wishful thinking " 


Union commerce minister Arun 
Nehru in end-March Nehru, say 
numerous bureaucrats, is a capable 
administrator, but does not have a 
clue about export or import policies 
The bureaucrats drafted the docu¬ 
ments and made sure that they held 
the strings, the policy mentions that 
paperwork—that time-tested babu 
power modus- will be reduced and 
licences will be easier to come by 


But the bureaucrat 
will have discretionary 
powers to decide which 
exporter or importer 
merits a licence, for 
what purpose, for how 
long and under which 
conditions Nehru will 
have nothing to do with 
It. (It IS perhaps worth¬ 
while to remember a 
New Delhi reality, 
something that even 
bureaucrats swear by. 
Dhirubhai Ambani, 
? they say, benefited so 
i much from government 
? largesse not because he 
had politicians m his 
pockets, but because he 
had bureaucrats on his 
payroll Politicians may 
have pressed tor return¬ 
ing Ambam’s favours, 
but the babus 

actually wrote the policies 
which helped the Reliance Industries 
Ltd supremo ) When private company 
executives drop in on bureaucrats, top 
management attends For example, 
J R.D Tata attends meetings con¬ 
vened by the chief secrctai y of Mahar¬ 
ashtra It would be unthinkable for 
someone junior to talk across the 
table 

The babus could activate the net- 


new dispensatioD, to do Em 

what he does best: - 

probe kidebacks, ^ther 
revooue inteUigence aik} f 

be die batcbet-raaii. w,, 

Though a relatively ' 

junior officer, tiie Raja’* f 
cttii&dteAoc in hiin adds 
jtiihisdow. ^ 

A.P.8l«iWa t||F^ 

Oommsreesuaretto' 

An (4fio« of the Bihaar cadre, IAS 
hatch of 195?. Another ^ja 
favourite. ^n*Ua was-t^pp^aied 
fndia’steiaKKatatiiye to QA3T 
(General Agreemeut (w Tnute and 
Tarifb) aaddepu^ pennaamot 
repnswitajive to uN^ 
njuked Nations Committee for 
Trade tud m hhmdi 

iSM, vril^ the Raja help^ him.- 
almig. AAerftiB a|>pointmeia, 
ShuUa]aj)fpiid>ed*-fetativeIy^->aB .. 
BecTBtaiy^ tUfsaten’s wdfare, with 
V.P. ^ of the Rajiv Candidi 

UmOAY ApriS-S May 1990 




C^nnet, till Singh 
turoughthkn into 
powar'play a* 

*ecfetaiy« He 
is the watchd^ in 


mSm the Uttar 

Pcadeahcniey hatch trf 
1971. mnueLaTs buddy. Jhaepb’s 
giotindtogmflietas 
trade is sdid. He was 
apperinted 
sales ttf: 

conunittioaer in 1987. 
ai)dhash«sedatthe 
Union level with bom 
PaadeandLid. A 
reacted officer who’ 
was brought in a* 
duectdi, enfbtceaBmdtt 

recoanaendatiOR. 


Rrmnoaasor^Utry 

y.He “Not one of as,” as an IAS officer 

^in {wtsitybutcmtamlyati^fiight 

•try. bureaucrat. Chief economic 

adviser with the Rajiv regime, with 
^ the rank ofaeorptary, lahm 

lasting im|iim*d|cm on VJP.Sin^ : 
me fitmnee ntintrier • ihian also 
a stim m banking secretary in that 
Jttar era. When Sngh took over ^ p^tr 

m he brought Jalan beck horn 

epb’s postingtn Wammgt^aslndht^ 

sspresentative atihev 
ImMinatioaalMoatisitli^ 
fitmd- lahin, thoa^ . 
Riija,w»sthed%'t^ vjj 
ulibooimifase^tiija.- 
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BUREAUCRACY 


Salary, perks and the bureanmat 


Simple things go a long way ,,. 


—"Bride for Agrawal handsome 
IAS boy 26 of highly placed famiiy. 
Girl and family midn considera¬ 
tion..." 

■—“Alliance for beautiful, smart 
homely Brahmin girl 22/160 from 
high status family. Civil service 
officers preferred, caste no bar..." 

L ast week, these and numerous 
other advertisements appeared 
in Sunday papers al] over the coun¬ 
try, a hook for the prize catch; tm 
Indian Administrative Service 
(IAS) officer. The payout, for the 
bride’s family, may be very hig^. 
Currently, lAS probationers— 

fresh out of training—- 

command dowries of 
anything between Rs 5 j/y 

lakhs and Rs 15 lakhs, 
depending on the per- 
son’s grade in die dvil O 

service examinations ^ 

and the state he is post¬ 
ed to. Officers from 
Bihar, for example, rate j 

very highly. A service I 

officer is in such demand \ 

that it is not unknown 
for entire families— 

mother, father, with -- 

with prospective bride in tow—to 
camp for a week or more at Mus- 
soorie, where the IAS training 
school is located, in die hope ctf 
snaring an IAS officer. (The Savoy 
Hotel in Mussoorie is a favoiuite 
bunting ground.) 

What makes an IAS officer so 
attractive that he is clubbed with 
the traditionally in-demand man¬ 
agement graduates, chartered 
accountants and the US ‘green 
card’ holder with increasing reg¬ 
ularity? The position, the power 
and the money. When an officer 
starts out. he brings home a 
paycheck of Rs 2,200 a month (tip 
from Rs 750 earlier, courtly the 
Fourth Pay Commission’s tctxm- 
mendationsl. This may not seem 
like much, but along with it come a 
large bungalow (no matter that it 
could be in Bomdilla or Bans- 
w«ra), a jeep or two, a retinue of 


servants and die overtordship of a 
tehsd as an assistant coUector. This 
alone is worth the sky. Stories 
abound about buteaucrad making 
a killing from a cut or two, thanks 
to sm obliging timb» merchant, 
transit operator of nooch distil¬ 
ler. IThe pcwer and the money in¬ 
crease as the immature officer 
grows into the service, as the col¬ 
lector of a district, or as a district 
magistrate, a secretary at a state 
capital or at the Centre. 

There is enough to be made on 
the side. There is a story about a 
senior officer in the coalfield, who 
stashes money in his cupboud— 






cuts from selling a few wagonloads 
of coal to a black market operator . 
Or the classic case of making 
money out of potatoes. A year and 
a half ago, D.P. Singh was 
appointed comissioner of the 
Bareilly sub-division in Uttar 
Pradesh. Singh could not move 
into his official residence for six 
months, because his predecessor, 
N. Bannerjee, had planted a crop 
of potatoes in the huge garden of 
his residence, and want^ to stay 
on till be could cash in on it. 
Banerjee, in turn, was posted to 
Agra as commissioner. But his pre¬ 
decessor there, Anadi Sefagal, 
would not move out either, as he 
had also planted a potato crop. 
The take is dose to Rs 50,000 
sowing. Finally, an exaspendedi 
Singh told Banerjee he could ooriie 
bac^ to collect his crop, he would 
please move out. B^erjee tried 


the same fine «dth S^gsl, and life 
went on, Ifrese officers, wiffi more 
ffian ten years oi service behind 
them, emn more than Rs 5,000 per 
month, get a free hmise, cars, ser¬ 
vants, gardeners (who hdp with 
farming), guards, faolida;^ and 
junkets at state expense, and a 
stint at an American British tmi- 
versity (Oxford is the favourite) to 
“develop their personalities” for a 
year or so-~*lso at state expense. 

By the time an IAS officer be¬ 
comes a joint secretary, say in New 
Delhi, he gets Rs 6,7W as salary, a 
three-bedroomed house on 
Hmnayun Road or Moti Bagh, and 
perks, besides. A chief secretary to 

-- to a state government 

gets upto Rs 8,000 a 
month, as does a full 
B. / secretary in a central 
ministry. At the very 
top, the Cabinet sccret- 
ary picks up 9,000 
per month, less than, 
say, a middle-level ex- 
ecutive with a foreign 
bank would, but power 
and privilege do not 
really show on a slip 
of pf^r. In the higher 

- echelons of service, the 

houses ^t bigger (the plum ’AB’ 
type houses on Pandara Road ot 
Shahjehan Road in Delhi. 

And if an IAS officer is a 
businessman’s friend—a not very 
unusual case—his income firom 
favours granted cmild total a Hfo- 
time’s earniags. The new Delhi 
grapevine talks of incomes in 
crores of rupees. (New Delhi’s 
Vasant \fihar residential area, bil¬ 
led as prime dipfomatic corps r^ 
estate, is htteied with houses own¬ 
ed by retired—^and active—<avil 
servants,) “A mani^frig direefof ht 
a ravate company may earn in 
him,” says a senior butaaSMaeat fra 
New Delhi, ^bnt Ms wstSi ka’I« 

S ifoh on what m» get, Mtinumtiy- 
kay, 1 may not drive aioaad iq a 
Mercedes, tmt we create and 
hold pMicy. W« have the power- 
And If we want it, afi ffie 
we can han^.” 


IlMOAY » May INC 






\\()ik lo t.ikc on iIkj 
ininisierN. even if tliey 
.lie pushy, as Devi La I 
the nation's cJepuiy 
prime minister (not. re¬ 
peal not the .iijiieulturc 
minister), undouhtedly 
IS Lake the case of Kri- 
param Puma, an e\-lAS 
officer, and his son, 
Panna Lai (an lA.S olfit- 
ei of the I'i7l batih), 
who IS presentiv manaii- 
irij; directoi of the 
Piadeshiva Industrial 
and Investment ( orp of 
lip ( P I (' I' P I r h e 
senioi Puma lesigned 
liom llu serviei- to |oin 
I .il's ( ahuiet (when he 
w.iN ehiet minister of 
liiiivaiia) as the slate's 
iniiustei of industiv tie 
foimlit witli 1 al. left the 
t'abiuet and ['.iltili- 
pated in a revolt atrainsi 
the nest mimsiis led In 
I al s son ()m I’l.ik.ish 
( h.uit.ila i ,il w,is li\id 
(hi had on<.e s.iid that 
Ik wouki niaki Puma 
the Ihesiileni ol India) 
.ind wtien he moved to 
New Ifelhi. .isketl Ills 
p rote fie. UP CM 



Mulayain .Singh Yadav, to kitk the 
youngei Biinia out of PICUP What 
i.al h.id not ascounted for was Panna 
Lai’s friendship with Bhiiie Lai, a 
Raja favouiite and currently a |oint 
secretary at the PMO Bhure Lai, also 
an IAS officer, hacked Puma Need¬ 
less to say, Puma continues as the 
PICLIP chief 

It can he argued that much of the 
power of a fnircaucrat is ni't deiived 
from itie system hut fiorn tfic pioxitn- 
it\ to a powei ful indiv idiial F'or exam¬ 
ple Saiijay (iandhi enioyed powei 
hecausc Indira happened to he his 
mother, he did not have to he a bahu 
to do that, (jopi Arora benefited from 
his association with Indira because she 
trusted him It so happened that he 
was an IAS officci But, the malice— 
if one could call it that—of the bttbu 
actually lies far decpei, in a powei- 
stiucture built into the system India 
inherited a buieaucracy with a colo¬ 
nial structure, which the English im- 
ptised on us, a system designed to 
serve the masters, and not the people 
(A light example the budget in India 
IS presented in the afternoon so that 
the masters in England could peruse it 
in the morning, the Greenwich Mean 


1 mic being the si.md.iui ) 

With ludepciuk iKc the ‘nison <1 c- 
Itr ol the adnimisir.ilion ouuht lo h,ivc 
changed It did not In l.ict it heiaine 
woisc lildi.i .idoptcd a Soviet-stv le 
system with its liceiH r peimit svii- 
diomes In essence lavouis lo be 
distrihulecl bv the New Delhi tliiihar 
hence, the additional mipoitaiici ol 
the LAS officer A (iiime ex.imple ol 
the licence-peimit hoki is the steel 


ith independence 
the raison d*etre of the 
administration became 
worse...India adopted a 
Soviet-style system 
with licence-permit 
syndromes 


industiy l oigel piiv.ite pioduceis toi 
them It IS a nighlin.uc atiwv.iv I veil if 
;i goveinment oig.inis.ilion s.i\ [)iu- 

g. ipiii Sieel Pl.ml wants to expand Ms 
capacitv hv a million tonnes .i vear. it 

h. is (o siihmil the pioposai to llnufus 
t.iii Steel ltd .iiioilu I goveiimieni 
ageiicv I tom thcie it goes to Steel 
Authoiitv ol Indi.i ltd then to the 
steel seciclarv then lo the h.ihiis .it ^ 
the Planning C ommi'-sion, onvv.uds to 
Ifie r-.conomii Affairs ( ommitlee 

('Itim.ilely , it will le.icli the I’Mv). .md 
wind It-. w,iv tiownwaids In the mid¬ 
dle somiwheic limuue ministiy 
hiiie.iiH r.its w ill stej) in ckiimmg mas- , 
teiv thev hold the [niise-slrings .All 
this takes months if not the five-yeai 
sp.in of a goveinment In lapan, the i 
pi ,111 would he ok.iyeil ni negated at a j 
single hoaitl meeting 

Anotliei exanijile Air India says it 
can fmaiiee Ms aircraft puich.ises with 
Ms own foreign exchange earnings, 
and handle interest payments on loans 
m the same way A cjuick step, which 
would ensure that the airline incieases 
Ms network. wMh better aircrtdt. and 
matches savage cximpetition But the 
babus sit fiddling figures and prog i - 
turns till the next century- ihev have 
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no clue iit all about how to run an I politician -it has accumulated so merged Says John S Lull, a former 

anlme—blocking what is an obvious much power over the years that it has Indian Civil Service (JCS, a precursor 

step lor decades I become an unstoppable behemoth of the IAS) officer “Fundamentally, 

All this may have relevance in a Says Syed Shahabuddin, an ex-lFS in British times, wc were responsible 

pie-Betlin Wall societs—the one un- officer and presently the president ot | to the British government through a 

disputed aspect ot pm'.siroiAii is to lid the Insaal Party “It’s true that wc i clearly defined hierarchy We were 

the srstem ol over-government But inheiited the bureaueracy fiom the i very close to the seat ol authority 

bow does one do it here in India, Biiiish, but during that period, the I (now it has a disparaging connotation, 

where senior bureaucrats public b j politicians were the riders and the he adds) But, on the whole, I think 

slate views such as how one ol them, buieaucrats the horses And the rider the ICS exercised its veiy considerable 

and not an armv olficer, should be die had complete control ovei the horse authority with a sense of responsibil- 
chief of the armv staff Or that a balm Today, there has been a reversal of ity.” This, ot course, is an ideal 

should be a commissionei ol police roles The bureaucracy is the rider and bureaucracy Says Ahmad, the politic- 

Though the bureaucracy is sub- the politician the horse ” al scientisi “(Oerman sociologist 

ordinate to the political process—it is But often, as is happening with dis- Max) Weber used to sav that 

supposed to carry out the will of the turbfng frequency, the roles are bureaucracy is based on rationality 


The making of ababu 

Or, lessons and leisure for lording over 


T he transition from a virtual 
non-entity to an all-powerful 
bureaucrat may seem like an rm- 
possibility.but at the Lal Bahadur 
Shastri National Academy of 
Administration (LBSNAA) in 
Mussoorie, it takes just 26 weeks 
of classroom work to turn civil ser¬ 
vice probationers into power- 
wielding babus. 

The rigours of the Union Public 
Service Commission examina¬ 
tions—a preliminary objective test, 
followed by a main examination 
and personal interviews—over, a 
select group of around 300 service 
probationers make their way to the 


Training of officers at the 
Academy consists of two district 
phases, spread over seven months. 
In stage one, which continues for 
16 weeks, the trainees are taught 
the nuances of government and 
administration' lessons m the so¬ 
cial and political history of India, 
constitutional law, economic back¬ 
ground of the country, et al. Spe- 
aal stress is given to law, which 
possibly explains a bureaucrat’s 
legal aptitude as well as his ability 
to pen often-incomprehensible, 
and sometimes ridiculous, rules. 
(A classic example is the Adminis¬ 
trative Instructions on Departmen¬ 


tal Canteens m Government Offices 
and Industrial Establishments, 19K8 
edition, issued by the mini.stry of 
personnel. A section in para 1 15 
reads' “Ptilicy matters and coor¬ 
dination on canteen matters will be 
centrally done by the department 
of personnel & training (director of 
canteens). This action, in the case 
of offices/ establishments ex¬ 
empted from the applicability ot 
these orders (as per para 1.4) will 
be done by the controlling minis¬ 
tries/ departments of those offices/ 
establishments themselves, .no 
correspondence, excepting central 
registration of the canteens. 


Academy. They are only 
from the Group A ser¬ 
vices, the Indian Fore¬ 
ign Service (IFS) and 
the Indian Administra¬ 
tive Service (IAS). The 
lesser—though in¬ 
creasingly more popu¬ 
lar-services, revenue, 
railways, audit and 
accounts, among others, 
tram their new officers 
in establcshments scat¬ 
tered across the country 
(revenue officers, for 
example, are schooled 
in Nagpur). The 
LBSNAA IS the place 
only for the creme de la 
creme of the crop, 
which, at the prelimin¬ 
ary test stage, numbers 
more than W.OtK) 




shall be addressed 
directly to the director 
of canteens by the 
office/ estts...” This gem 
is signed by Krishna 
Singh, joint secretary 
with the ministry, and is 
supposed to help “man¬ 
agements in meeting 
their targets”. 

Lectures by a team of 
experts—bureaucrats, 
parliamentarians, 
lawyers, among 
others—seminars and 
debates are the high¬ 
lights of phase one train¬ 
ing. There are no ex¬ 
aminations. therefore, 
the question of passing 
or failing does not arise, 
but, as a lecturer points 
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That a bureaucrat acts, in the inteicst 
of the state, in a non-political role ” 
This IS precisely where the politician 
steps in, says Ahmad, and "because of 
his own insecurities, starts to politicise 
the bureaucracy—by appointing his 
own men—which can totally distort 
the non - political tunction ol the 
bureaucracy." He names Jalan, the 
finance secretary, who is “close to fi¬ 
nance minister Madlui) Dandavatc 
and especially to V P Singh” He 
adds "You may not have an e\il in¬ 
tent, but you appoml them because 
you want youi policies to be handled 
your way, you want someone who will 


oil I,students “arc expected to fol¬ 
low the classes attentively”. He 
adds; “Most of those who come 
here have little or no exposure to 
what they will be doing later. With¬ 
out the knowledge wc impart, the 
probationers will be complete dis¬ 
asters in the practical field.” Sushil 
Kumar, an IAS trainee, agrees. 
“Foul months may be a short 
time,” he says, “but the ciash 
course does give one the idea of 
the things to conic " 

The real grilling starts with the 
completion of theoretical lessons. 
Under the next programme, the 
ten week-long phase two, prob¬ 
ationers—both IAS and lFS--are 
despatched to their respective 
states to work under the district 
collectors or commis,sioners. This 
two-week .stint, called “Bharat dar- 
shan" in Academy jargon, exposes 
the to-be babus to practical prob¬ 
lems in governance After this, the 
trainees return to the Academy 
They are encouraged to shaic their 
experiences, discuss problems they 
faced and work out solutions. By 
now, the ‘cub’ babu has been trans¬ 
formed into a full-fledged adminis¬ 
trator—or so Academy authorities 
claim. “The purpose of the indue 
tion programme,” says LBSNAA 
director T. Ugander, “is to expose 
the boys and girls to ground reali¬ 
ties. The 2b weeks do make a lot of 
difference to the probationers " 
But not eveiyonc agrees with 
the director Many trainees feel 
that the induction programme 
should have been more extensive. 
Says one: “It is like the net practice 
on the eve of a Test match. The 
exercise achieves little beyond 
building up spirit," Concurs Joltn 
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I,, polftfclan: “The triangle between buainesamen, 
bfiriaucraft and ministers is now a constant in our system" 


S. Fall, an ex-fndian Civil service 
officer who taught probationers 
from 1947 to 1949 “(These days) 
the training is very sketchy. They 
aic hardly in the held'these days." 
The logic IS that extended hands- 
on training at the beginning of a 
bureauciat's career would make 
tor an officer of a higher calibre 
(In The Republic, says a bureauc¬ 
rat. Plato mentions that a bureauc¬ 
rat need.s 40 years of various stages 
of training to become a perfect 
bureaucrat. “We," he jokes, 
“could show Plato a thing or two.") 
But despite this disadvantage, says 
Fall, there are “exceptional peo¬ 
ple" in the services. 

For many of these exceptional— 
and not so exceptional—officers, 
life at the Academy is a whirl of 
leisure activities “Fook,” says a 
senior bureauirat m New Delhi, 
“it s like extended college life and 
vou even get paid while you study. 
Basically, we used to go for long 
walks in Mussoorie. maybe smoke 
pot, listen to music, flirt around. 
You know what I mean. It still 
happens.” Even rulers need to 
have fun. 


share your views " And so on, fiom 
the Cabinet secretary downwards, en 
veloping the entire bureaiieratic net¬ 
work 

“Politicisation IS mevilable,” says 
Umashankei, the IIPA director, ' II is 
a reflection of the system A Lolleitor 
oi a district magistrate, loi example, is 
not immune to leality ' Simply put, it 
you do not listen to the politician, you 
can lorget about evcivthing a plum 
posting (iiomutions. the jHivscr and 
the glory and, tor a distressmgl\ large 
nunibei of otticers, ihe muiiev "Some 
people are mure ambitious than 
otheis," says I'mashankei ‘At the 
tune ol Independence," he continues, 
“there was a elcai line heiwcen the 
politician and ihe buicaucrat But this 
divide IS not ,is clear as ii was An 
ambitious person may see in the poli¬ 
tical activity a wav to advance his posi¬ 
tion “ Says Fimave “They (the 
buicMucrais) are dominant through 
sycophancy " And if they are not, they 
pay Former Maharashtra chief minis¬ 
ter A R. Antulay's midnight transfers 
of unfaithful bureaucrats in 19S3 is 
a prime example “1 will do what 1 
want, when I want with bureaucrats," 
he said at the time 

But the point really is that even it 
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llif h.ihu (l.ik Ituni llic [KilUl- 

' II.Ill lie ctuiiiic^ diKi. ultimatelv, 

. Wins ilu svsien'unl\ flow's stiuiiger 
Aiilul.n tin ex.inipk', niav liave re- 
niiAt'*! Iniu'.iuci.ils, hui he ie]ilacci,! 
tin III with nihei biiieaucrats the 
LMili-li was cxci-pieseni Mrx Oaiidhi 
ma\ ii.ii'c tolcraleil I'liU sycophants— 
espcti.ilK III iici later years as [’rime 
Miiiistei -anti she may have brow- 
be.iten them into submission, but 
: without them, not a single one ot her 
' poiuy imtiaiives- including the iii- 
, (anions I'lnergerKV—I’ould have been 
elteeied And Rajiv acted in the same 
wav la an interview to .SuNn-vv m 
I end in.s.v admitteil as much “ J 
liiilii I know people as well .is 1 should 
have kii iwn pi.o])ie as I’M, which 
III' all' ib.i! lea h.iii 111 iel_\ on people 
til,It ..'I knew b.’iiei while getting to 
‘ know oilu'i'll. pii Whish basically 
! nii.int i ‘Uiwuik wbiib intiodiiced 
I a c 'I u .11 n 1.1II. , w 11 hi n t h e 

j ehainuiKiuk Xiv.ii Montik Singh 
I Ahhtwah.i, 1 N' Seshan, Ciopi Anna, 

I (he list went on tiustcil team, who 
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I may liavi iloiii mine hum than good 
to Rapy, as many tIeli.iLlins maintain, 
hut which was iieveillieiess necessary 
till gineinanee V' P Singh, lor his 
pall, may initiate talks on the Punjab 
and Kashmii issues, but without babus 
to help woik out the modalities any 
riLoncilialion move would be a dead 
loss tioni ilic beginning 

This depentlenee on habits in mod¬ 
ern India lame into play eaiiy on in 
the post-independence years The RS 


/Vs the bureaucracy 
grows in numbers,” 
says Aiyar, “there is 
bound to be a dilution in 
its morality” 


officers, yvho faced nationalist flak 
when the Bntish were their overlords, 
continued even after the British left 
In fact, they probably became more 
powerful, as only they knew the ropes 
of government and were also the only 
people who could train a new genera¬ 
tion of Indian bureaucrats “Merciful¬ 
ly,” says Mani Shankar Aiyar, “Pandit 
Nehru lealised he could not do with¬ 
out the ICS ’■ These officers later 
assumed high positions in the 
bureaucracy and many became ambas- 
'■adors, Goveinois and vice- 
chancellors of umvcisities In fact, for 
15 years after Independence, they 
completely dominated ail the top 
administrative posts in India And all 
the while, the institution became 
stiongei 

The big break for buieauerats lame 
during Lai Bahadur Shastii's stmt as 
Prime Minister Because ol ii ‘ 'ack of 
eonlidcnee", writes I.imtiye in his 
book ( uhinel dovemnu nl In India, 
Shastri wanted a st'ong personal see- 
u'taiiat the iiiducled L R Jha for the 
|ob, who look on incieasing responsi¬ 
bility and kept expanding the seeretai 
lat—thus ex|>anding the area ot eon 
trol Shastn’sk abinet seeretaiV, Dhar- 
ina V'ira, was another poweiful figuie, 
who tiequenily side-stepped the lore- 
ign service in key issues— he utlen dic¬ 
tated poliev over the Rutch pioblem 
with Pakistan, |ust betoie the IdnS 
war 

liidiia Gandhi loi hei p.irl, bioiight 
in P N Haksar, a serving IF.S otticer, 
as her personal private secretary 
Haksar bulldo/ed his way past minis 
ters and actively participated in poli¬ 
ties, orchestrating the IdbO spin in the 
C'ongress party He was as contemp¬ 
tuous of bureaucrats, but this ulti¬ 
mately served to increase then clout 
11 such ir person —no matter that 
he was trnm the If’S - was so power¬ 
ful. It rubbed ofl on the whole service 
They may have cowered m Irvint of 
Haksar, but they would strut around 
flashing babu power at the rest of the 
country I'his was also the beginning 
of the wholesale politicisation of the 
bureaucracy 

A nd with politicisation, came the 
ills that politics breeds like a can¬ 
cer greed foi money and power, a 
facet which has irrevocably changed 
the life of the babu Says I imaye 
“Hie triangle between businessmen, 
buieauerats and the political executive 
(the ministers)is now a constant in our 
system ' The general leelmg w that 
the honest babu is dead. .Some attri¬ 
bute It to political pressure, but most 
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analysts say U has to do 
with the growth in the 
number of babus and 
the broadening of the 
recruitment base In the 
ICS days, barely 10-15 
officers were recruited a 
year, the number had 
jumped to 100 by the 
early 1960s, including 
the IFS Now, it is 
around 600 a year, with 
hardly anyone opting for 
the IFS. (There is a shift 
to other central ser¬ 
vices—customs and in¬ 
come tax, foi example, 
with their alluie of a cut, 
or a ten per cent reward 
from the captured boo¬ 
ty But the IAS IS still 
the stiongest draw ) 

".A.S the bureaucracy 
grows m numbers," says 
Aiyar, "there is bound 
to he a dilution in its 
morality ” A d d s 
Umashankei ' Not all 
p e o j 1 1 e ) o 1 n t h c 
bureautraev toi altrui'-- 
tK leasons " That is pre¬ 
cisely the chaiactcr ol 
the new babus The 
bureaucracy is no more 
the piescrvc ot the gen¬ 
teel public school boy, 
the idealistic S' 
Stephen's College (cal¬ 
led the nursery ot the 




services) graduate who would 
be in the game for power .md a mis¬ 
sion to do something foi the country 
Today's babu is cold, calculating and 
knows exactly what he wants Take 
the case ol an IAS topper from, yes, St 
Stephen’s, a few yeais ago The height 
ot his intellect in college was going 
around chasing co-eds with the line 
"read Pablo Neruda, you'll know all 
about me " But this person, Irom an 
obsctite educational background in 
Bihar, his eyes set on the IAS, 
said—frequently—he wtiuld he in it 
lor the money it would bung him 
“Thete are ways," he would say enig¬ 
matically Or another St Stephen s 
graduate, who has fried—unsuccess¬ 
fully--to |oin the IAS three times Tie 
IS trying for a fourth and will not settle 
for any other profession “Once you 
get in." he savs, “everything is ed.sv 
Power, money, eveiything " 

This leads on to the argument that 
the cream do not join the services any 
longer, preferring instead to opt for 
banking, management, accountancy, 


advertising In short anything else 
“There ate few cieative, innovative 
bureaucrats these days," says I.imaye 
“The private sector absorbs the pro¬ 
fessionals " The quality may be 
aftected --though at the top slots no 
one questions a babu’s professional 
competence, after years ot operating 
III Ihe sssteni they :tit‘ thorough- 
bieds—but the organisation is not It 
lakes punishment and criticism, doles 


^^nce you get into 
the IAS/'says a 
prospective candidate, 
“everything is easy. 
Power, money, 
everything” 


out largesse il it pleases blocks politi- 
cidiis it it wishes, makes law and 
money, and alwatvs comes mil on lop 
llicic IS th.il inudeni when aultioi 
Ktiiishw.iiit Singh (I'cn an inlnini.i- 
tion ottieei with ihe ginLiiinRiii) and 
Astiok t'li,India, lakT ihi. < urnprii'Iki 
(lerieial ot India weic i-halting m 
kondoii one iweniim ClMndi.i w.iv 
I bilteib complaining .ibont ilie then 
high conimissioiu'i to L'k Kiisluia 
\lerion s high hiindcclness ami lude 
behacimii ami cowed he would get 
even 'leais lalei. when Singh met 
t hamli I he asked the bureanciat il he 
e\cr got hic levciige Ol loiii--c, said 
(h.india, .Si/ii/r la tdc ntcin at.sa 
tiuiiu '' Savs a semoi I,\S oiluial in 
New Delhi, lighting up his Dunhill 
cigaiette and lakiiu; a sip ol his Blnodv 
M.n\ Id IS luiu'htmie a break tiom 
the ngours ot adimn'stialum) 
buieauciat always I repeal always. 

Sudeep Chakravarti/New Delhi with 
Rafiv Bagchl/New Delhi and 
Muaaoorle 
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The 

letter 

bomb 


An angry Devi Lai 
attacks the 
Indian Express 


evi Lai IS sulking The 
whole world seems to 
have turned against him 
Even the Indian Express 
Till very recently, the de¬ 
puty prime minister had believed that 
while political allies might fall out. the 
newspaper empire of Raiiinath 
Goenka would stand by him, come 
what may. But here too, he was mis¬ 
taken. An outwardly injured, but in¬ 
wardly furious Dcvi Lai then decided 
that he too would hit back He got 
together a voluminous report {see 
box) on the Indian Express' alleged 
involvement in a mind-boggling range 
of illegal practices, and despatched 
these to Prime Minister V.P. Singh, 
with a covering letter 
The charges were astonishing. The 
deputy Prime Minister's main conten¬ 
tion was even more incredible In his 
letter to V P. Singh, Lai wrote that he 
had made enquiries into the forces 
that arc trying to sow seeds of dissen¬ 
sion within their party and had con¬ 
cluded that this was part of a conspira¬ 
cy "to destabilise the National Front 
government, destroy the Janata Dal 
and push the country towards chaos ” 
I he subsequent poition ut Devi 1 al's 
letici was even more remarkable 
“This IS a part of the imperialist de¬ 
signs hacked by some powerful capi¬ 
talist he wrote and added that the 
Indian Express and Ramnath Goenka 
were plaving a ciucial inle in it The 
implications ot the deputy prime 
minister's arguineiii weic obvious 
The Express tiioup had supponed the 
struggle against the Congressfl) for its 
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Devi Lai: “The IndUm Express is trying to destabilise the government 


own daik aims, and now were t.iiget 
ing Devi Lai 

“I am not at all surprised that 1 
should be the pnmary target," the let¬ 
ter read, “because whatever else may 
happen, as a freedom fighter, I can 
nevei be a partv to the destabilisation 
of India '■ After outlining his noble 
cause, Devi Lai went on to the central 
theme ot Ins attack "W'lien 1 looked 
into the mattei in greater detail. 1 
discovered Mr Goenka s unsavoury 
methods He has himself 
been guilty of violations of 
numerous laws including 
Company Act. FERA, the 
FSI and Urban Land Ceil- AftCt 
ing Act Laws, Income Tax, euhr 
Customs etc He has also 
been involved in economic the if 
frauds and malpractices V.P. 

He has used his ownership ^ 
of the Indian Expiess and 


After quietly 
submitting 
the letter to 
V.P. Singh, 
Devi Lai 


.Alter siibnnttmL’ the Icllci and its 
annexuies (a total ot ovei 80 pages ot 
tvpcd matter) to V P Singh, he sur¬ 
reptitiously leaked copies of the letter 
to the Congress!I) From his side, he 
maintained a studied silence, posing as 
the ultiinale diseiphnetl pariv soidici, 
unpeiturbed in ilic face id even the 
most insistent of newsmen The inevit¬ 
able happened, when Congress(I) 
MPs led by Vasant Satire raised the 
issue III the Lok Sabha and 
demanded a debate on the 
matter It could have 
turned out to be a ma|or 
embariassinent lor the In- 
Uietly Express and foi V P 

ittine Singh but tor one factor 

8 the deputy prime minister 

ter to could not match the Ex- 

ingh prevs'credibilitv 

I ’ Where the government 
•** and the people should have 


our respect of freedom of SUrroptitiOUSly jumped, they merely 


the press to covet these 
nefarious activities '' 

This was sensational 
stuff And the canny kisan 
from Haiyana was deter¬ 
mined to play It to the full 


leaked 
copies of the 
letter to the 
Congress! I) 


smirked The Tau was fun¬ 
ny. but nobody in their 
right minds could take him 
seriously The Indian Ex¬ 
press merelv shrugged ,uid 
there was none of the ex¬ 
pected pubiii. outiage 
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I here is nothing new 

I in these allega¬ 
tions,” remarked S K 
Kohli, Indian Express 
general manager at New 
Delhi “We can hardly 
react to old charges all over 
again ” Kohli pointed out 
that as many as 300 cases 
had been filed against the 
Express Group during the 
Rajiv Gandhi regime and 
every allegation in Devi 
Lai's ‘While Paper on 
Goenka’s Misdeeds’ was 
culled from files prepared 
during that period The 
cases that had some merit 
in them were pursued by 
the previous government 
and the rest were left to lol 
in the flics. “As far as we 
aic concerned, the Govern¬ 
ment of India ha.> not with¬ 
drawn any of the cases 
} frameil against us and we 
have never asked the pie- 

The finaiK't'ministr'y. 

w !m h has hesn given 



V 


1 


ills |()l> ot lookilii! iillo ihe 
allegations by Prime Minister V P 
Singh, IS cquallv unperturbed “What 
IS there to lemaik about Mi Devi Lai’s 
allegations'’” eountcied a finanee 
inmistrv official “We have not with¬ 
drawn any cases, the courts will deal 
w'lth them and departmental enquiries 


will loiitinuc llowevei ihe esuic- 
ment over the exposures is ceitain to 
make government officials sitting on 
the Express cases a little uncomfort¬ 
able They will have to wipe the dust 
off the Express case files and get inves¬ 
tigations moving again, 

For instance, one ot the charges 
against the Express was that it had not 
paid Rs 25 lakhs it owed to the cus¬ 
toms for newsprint imports This had 
allegedly been done with the complic¬ 
ity of the State Trading Corporation 
(STC) and the then customs collector, 
Bombay The truth of the matter w'as 
that the customs collector had actually 
persuaded the Express to pay up Rs b(l 
lakhs prior to the final calculation of 
the precise amount due to the cus¬ 
toms This had been done because a 
number of documents weie not avail¬ 
able at that time and the final calcula¬ 
tions would have taken months That 


particular customs collector was sub¬ 
sequently transferred and the Indian 
Express was thereafter asked to pay 
another Rs 21 lakhs All the same, till 
the publication of Devi Lai’s letter, 
the Express had not paid this amount 
Similarly, there are a few other cases 
against the Express which have not 
been followed up because of lack ot 
evidence. 

All this makes it difficult for the 
government to ignore even the scores 
of baseless cases made out against the 
Express during the Rajiv years One 
of V.P Singh’s aides expressed the 
view that the Express had brought all 
this upon Itself, saying, “It could have 
criticised Devi Lai but it need not have 
been so mean about it ” He was of 
f-rnir>,p referriiiE to Express editor 



mental capacities and notions be en- j 
trusted with the affairs of the 
country?” 

S hornle had of course, said much 
muic Most o| all, he had i 
underscored how' Devi Lai was not j 
merely undermining the V P Singh 
government’s credibility but was also 
blackmailing it “Should the govern¬ 
ment remain miirtgtigcd to a man. 
who just to shield his son from the 
consequent es ol the latter’s criminal¬ 
ity, rocks the goveinnicnt every 
week''” Shoiirie queried The question j 
could not but have dismayed Devi 
LaTs supporters who count on his re¬ 
maining at the helm of po ver. 
Shoune’s detractors hold that it was 
grossly unethical foi him to ha 'c pub- I 



Ramnath Goenka (left) and Arun Shourle: targets of Devi Lai 


Arun .Shoune’s frontpage report on 
his bi/arrc telephonic conversation 
with Devi Lai 

The Indian Express story of 29 
March, recounting conveisations be- | 
tween Devi Lai and Atun Shourie, ] 
had peihaps damaged the deputy 
prime minister’s reput.iuon even more 
than the appointment of his son f)m 
Prakash Chautala as Haryana duel 
minister or the rigging ol the Meham 
poll For. it showed him not merely as 
a bully and a booi, but also a man not 
quite in control if either himself or the 
situation Earlier, he had merely been 
a rustic strongman forcing his son on 
the Haryana thionc and rigging elec¬ 
tions He was seen as a leader who 
wielded raw power, controlling MPs 
and MLAs all over the Hindi belt 
states After the 29 March story , Devi 
Lai remained powerful but he had be¬ 
come an embarrassment The Express 
editor’s article raised the ineluctable 
question “Should a man W'lth such 


lished his private conversation.s with 
Devi Lai—and especially to have high¬ 
lighted the deputy prune minister’s 
penchant foi peppering Ins conversa¬ 
tion with sweat words 

Deci I al had sevcinl other reasons 
to be piqued I'hc deputy prime minis¬ 
ter secs himself as a man who has 
stood by the Indian Express during a 
preriod when it had come under unre¬ 
lenting attack from the Rajiv Gandhi 
government It is even rumoured that 
the Haryana leader had helped break 
the strike ut the Isxpress It is believed 
that Me had offered Ramnath Goenka 
land in Haryana to set up an Indian 
Express edition there. Those were the 
days ot the Lok Dal-BJP coalition in 
Haryana and the Indian Express at 
that time was the Tau’s friend and 
ally Relations soured only after Devi 
Lai decided to support Ctiautala's bid 
for the chief ministership This was 
seen as a betrayal by the BJP and also 
by a large section of people within the 
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Grave alle gations 

Whal are the charges against Ramnath Goenka? 


O n the face of it, the charges are 
impressive. Deputy prime 
ministci Devi I,a1 seems to have 
laboured hard to collect an incredi¬ 
ble quantity ol evidence (compress 
ed into 8()-odd typewritten pages) 
to depict the Indian Express Gioup 
as an evil empire that has ton.sis- 
tently and successlullv broken 
numerous laws. Considerable work 
has obviously gone into preparing 
the remarkable document Devi 
Lai’s ‘White Paper’ on the L'r/irevi 
sins contains ten sections with sen¬ 
sational titles ‘Bank Breaking 
■lob’, ‘No hear of Ft.RA or Cus¬ 
toms', ‘The Towering Scandal’, 
‘The fireat Newsprint Swindle’, 
etc. I'he titles as well as the style ot 
presentation are, however, much 
more exaggeiated than the evi¬ 
dence Apart from a few well- 
est.ibhshed cases like the one on 
the Bombay Express Towers, the 
evidence in most cases is fluTisy. the 
asscitions and innuendos more 
.Cnpping 

Racketeering in newsprint 

'I he first three papers arc de- 
votcil to exposing liiduin Express' 
alleged racketeering in newsprint 
The fust section begins with the 
diamatic declaration that the Ex¬ 
press empire is built on a “founda¬ 
tion of corruption ” and goes on to 
detail how the group is involved in 
inllueneing officials and agencies to 
exaggeiale its demand for govern- 
menl supplied newsprint with a 
view to selling the excess in the 
blackmurket and inflating its ex- 
pendituic statements 
Devi Lai claims that official in¬ 
vestigators have unearthed “bogus 
bills’’ troin non-existent parties in 
( alcuita and Delhi to show a high¬ 
er level oi newsprint consumption 
Ilian is really the case. Enquiries 
made as late us In January 19fi9 
have allegedly confirmed that a 
number ot lietitious firms were 
paid a total of Rs .‘',2 cores during 
fW’-SK foi newsprint purchase. 
But efforts to locate these firms 
failed. 


The document also claimed that 
the Express Group gets glazed 
newsprint from the government 
quota foi some ot its publications 
like Screen but uses the ordinary 
vanety for these magazines, The 
glazed newsprint is allegedly sold in 
the blackmarket 

rhese notes however fail lo men¬ 
tion that there is noihmg new aboui 
ncw'sprmt riieketeermg charges and 
investigations by government agen¬ 
cies during ilie last ycais of the 
Ra|iv Gandhi regime had tailed to 
pin down Ramnath (ioenka m this 
matter 

The Express Towers case 

I'his IS an old case where hidian 
Express bad been indicted for 
violating Bombay Municipal Cor¬ 
poration (BMC) i-.Sl norms (relat¬ 
ing to the permissible liniiis of 
constructing (looispace) and for 
unauthorised use of eonstiucted 
floorspace The l.xpiess has lost 
this case in the .Supreme I ouri but 
has appealed again 

FERA and customs violations 

The Inst of these allegations 
lelate to the Indian Express leturn- 
ing a shipment ot machincrv 
sparcpaits imported from France 
worth Rs 1.58 lakhs. Apparently, 
the Express re-shipped the spares 
but did not return the foreign 
exchange which it had paid for this 
deal to the RBI within six months. 

Moreover after raiding the Ex¬ 
press piemises in Bombay on 1 
September 1987, the DRI is sup¬ 
posed to have unearthed two inst¬ 
ances of customs duty violations. 
The contention of the DRI was that 
the Express had paid lower duties 
on two consignments (worth sterl¬ 
ing 8647 and sterling 4.^l)9) by 
bribing customs officials 
, in yet another case, the customs 
and the State Trading Corporation 
is supposed to have allowed Ex¬ 
press to get away without paying Rs 
25 lakhs in customs duties on im- 


Th« Exprttw Towsniin BomlMy: 
riolatii^ FSI norm* 


ported new.sprint. Customs officials 
deny this and say that Express had 
never refused to pay the .sum. 

Inflating matntenanca coats 

One of Devi Lat’s papers claims 
that "Express wizards have evolved 
a specific strategy of debiting com¬ 
pletely false (maintenance) ex¬ 
penses through one contractor, 
who collects his payments under 
thiee different names,’’ Lakhs of 
rupees are allegedly siphoned off 
and to account for these expenses 
false bills are obtained from the 
contractoi 

S Giiiumurthv, the Espiess 
financial advisor, and Vivck 
Khatlan, the group’s exeviitive 
ill lector, come in foi consideiable 
eiiticism Strangely, however ai no 
point does Devi Lai piovicle even 
circumstantial evidence ot their in¬ 
volvement in this alleged malprac¬ 
tice The "damning evidenee’’ in 
this ease is an old report prepaicd 
by the group’s ehartered accoun¬ 
tants and a tew bills. Nothing 
points to any irregularity being 
committed, Only the fact that the 
Express niiinagcrncnt does not in- 
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vite open tenders for routine work 
like repairing airconditioners and 
furniture is somehow seen as being 
extremely malafide. 

lnco«ne4ax vioiatkms 

Early in 1989, the income-tax 
authorities raided the offices of the 
Indian Express Group and its 
associates in Delhi. Bombay and 
Calcutta. According to the Devi 
Lai papers, the Express had been 
tipped off about the raids and had 
removed two truckloads of docu¬ 
ments to cover up its nefarious 
operations 

However, another paper points 
out that income-tax proceedings 
had been initiated against the Ex¬ 
press and Its owner Ramnath 
Cioenka. In May 1989, the then 
Union minister of state for finance 
(revenue) Ajit Panja had disclosed 
that the Express was being prose¬ 
cuted fur concealment of income 
Pania said that the Express had 
been assessed foi income of Rs 
45 1,5 lakhs in 1986-87 as against ml 
income returned (shown) by the 
group. Goenkd was peisonaily 
assessed for Rs 19 lakhs in 1985-86 
as against Rs 28.950 returned by 
him I'inance ministry sources say 
that these cases have not been 
diopped and are continuing 

Misusing bank finance 

I his charge contends that Indian 
b.xpress, Bombay, borrowed funds 
from the State Bank of India to 
purchase Bombay Dyeing and 
Orkny Mills shares. Devi Lai says 
that the bank funds were actually 
meant for purchasing newsprint 
and the Express therefore flouted 
RBI guidelines. These allegations, 
too, are not sufficiently backed 
with evidence. The deputy PM 
argues that much more will emerge 
if the transactions are investigated 
“Such are the labyrinthine methods 
adopted by Goeiika in his finanaal 
dealings that to unravel them, the 
authorities will have to use all the 
resources at their command, not to 
speak of a large degree of circums¬ 
pection and persistence,” 

Ironically, the authonties did use 
all their resources during the last 
years of the Rajiv legime to book 
the Express. They did not quite 
succeed. Perhaps, because Goenka 
was too clever tor them or perhaps 
because there was no case. 


Janata Dal. Devi Lai managed to win 
that one but after Mehani his credibil¬ 
ity was finished. His antics, and the 
unspoken threat that he could des¬ 
tabilise the V.P .Singh regime, turned 
him into a liability. 

As the Indian Express started to 
report on the goings-on in Meham, 
Devi Lai’s supporters began suspect¬ 
ing that the BJP, through the Express, 
was trying to undermine him The nft 
widened and a desperate Devi Lai 
took to calling Shoune and Goenka in 
the hope of browbeating them The 
Express, instead of calling a truce, 
stepped up its offensive A number of 


I his haste to discredit the Express, he 
could not prepare a particularly devas¬ 
tating case against it Government 
sources disclose that he got his in¬ 
formation from the wrong man B.V. 
Kumar, formci diiector of the 
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) Kumar incidentally was the 
bureaucrat who, during Ra|iv Gan¬ 
dhi’s tenure, was entrusted with the 
job of tollecling evidence against 
Ramnath Goenka and the Indian Ex¬ 
press His brief was to deal with all 
cases, not just customs and excise 
ones, connected with the newspaper 
tycoon In this endeavoui, he was 



DRI officials going through papers at the Express office; they found nothing 


V P Singh’s supporters felt this was a 
bad move Por, the fight between 
Devi Lai and the Indian Express 
caused friction even in the upper eche¬ 
lons of the Janata Dal V P .Singh 
can’t take any strong action against 
Devi Lai as the latter still openly 
boasts of holding the key to the con¬ 
tinued existence of several Janata Dal 
chief ministers This is not an empty 
boa.st He is still a power to contend 
with and V P. hingh knows it At the 
same lime, the I*nme Minister realises 
only too well how nujch of an embar¬ 
rassment his deputy has become. 
Singh would jierhaps have preferred 
an easy solution such as keeping Devi 
Lai out of the news But the Express 
will not oblige and there is nothing the 
Pnme Minister can do for the moment 
but assuage his deputy’s bruised ego 
Devi Lai nevertheless erred m not 
planning his moves correctly In 


helped not inconsideiahh In the 
Ambanis. who had been targets ol the 
Express' criticism 

Though Kumar managed to lay his 
hands on numeious ends of a complex 
skein, he never managed to unravel it 
Instead he extrapolated and argued 
I that Iheic was much m the Express' 

\ empire that needed further probing, 
j Kumar’s perseverance might have got 
I him in favour with the Ambanis but 
I the present government isn’t too im- 
I pressed It has transferred him to an 
j inconsequential post after learning 
i that he still had his dossiers to feed 
I Exprm-baiters In retrospect, it seems 
j both Kumar and Devi Lai forgot the 
i moral of the story if you want to get 
I into a slanging match, make suie your 
I credibility is better than that o1 voui 
opponent. • 

ImkanH Banerfle/New Delhi 
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Bring in the loyalists 

V. P. Singh inducts a new team of junior ministers 


P iinie Minister V I’ Singh 
h<is scraped the hottom ol 
the Janata Dal bariel (o 
stuff his ministry with .is 
many loyalists as he (.oiikl 
Not that he had much of <i tlu'si’c He 
desperately needed more nnnisteis 
and his Janata Dal followeis were 
clamouring for reward Not loo many 
ot them were competent thoueh Most 
ol them weie not even capable ol 
standing up in Pailiament to debate 
['hen theie was the additional com¬ 
plication caused by leadeis like De\i 
I al. Ajit Singh and ( handia Shekhai. 
all ol whom wanted their supporters to 
be accommodated in ilic Llnioii 
( abinet In the end. V I’ Singh did 
wh.it most politici.ins would have 
done he compromised ,ind m the 
pioccss fottned a large but mediotie 
nimistrv 

Wheie V P Singh did succeed 
admiiably was in making suic that his 
team contained a m.i|oiit\ loyal to 
him In ensuring this the I’lime Minis- 
tei waived aside .ill olhet consideia- 
tions He did not caic to .issuage the 
teelmgs ot .1 number ol sciiioi letiders 



V.P. Singh; consolidating his position 

who w'cie waiting in the wings to gel 
into the Cabinet Neither did he 
bother to make his ministry tegion.illy 
repiesenlative When newsmen asked 
him why a scnioi leadei like Ashoke 
Sen fiom West Bengal was not 
aceornmodated, Singh replied tersely 
th.ii he could not induct people who 
had lost elections The Prime Minister 
h.id m.ide one thing clear loi the 
moment, he was moie inteiested in 


consolidating his own position w'lthin 
the party 

7 'oday. loughly one out ot eveiy 
four Janata Dal MF\ is a minister 
And each ministei contiols or h.is 
links with at least loui other p.irtv 
MPs This means that V P Singh c.in 
eflectivcly command the U.Cmember 
lanata Dal Paili.imentaiv Party And 
greatei coiitiol o\ei the p.iits will 
automatically give the I’lime Minister 
more power to deal yvith piessures 
fiom othci seiiioi D.ii Ic ideis and 
from the National ITont allies, iiiclud 
mg Ihe left parties ,iiui ilu Bh.ir.itiy.i 
Janal.i P.irty (BJP) 

It IS no coincidence that the ovei 
yyhclming niaionly ot the IS new l.iics 
lepiescnt |usi thiee stales si\ luun 
Ihtai Pr.idesh, live horn Bihar .i.'al 
lour tiom Oiiss.i The Ihiec lemaining 
inmistcis are lioiii (iu|ar.il Keiala 
and Rapisth.in Ibtai Pt.idesI', Bih.ii 
.iiid Oiiss.i lonstilulc the ic.il base ot 
the J.inata Dal--these aic Ihe stales 
yyliich have returned the largest num¬ 
ber c'l Dal MPs and which are also 
luled bv JD governnicnts In 
every other noithein state, the Janat.i 


THE NEW FACES 


Chimanbhal MehtarGu|arat 

Portfolio: human resource 
development 

Camp: V P Singh (ex Jan 
tvlorcha) 

Bhajman Behra, Orissa 

Rank: minister of stale 

Portfolio: petroleum fi. 
chemicals 

Camp. VP Singh (ex-Jan 
Morcha) 

Janeswar MIsra, Uttar 
Pradesh 

Rank ci'i' 'er ot-gate hiiltmct 
■''.li-irondi ni' h inie 

Portfolio coiiiniuiiicaiions 
Camp. I lev I 11 

Rashid Masood, Ulta- 
Piadesri 

Rank: miinslei o< • tale h.iCl'n.i 
independeni i.hairic 

Portfolio: health inJ fain.iy 



Bhakta Charan Das Ajay Singh Ram Puian Patel 


welfare 

Camp: A|il Singh 

Jagdeep Dhankar 

Rajasthan 

Rank: deputy minister 
Portfolio: parliamentary atlairs 
Camp; Devi Lai 
Usha Singh, Bihar 
Rank: deputy mmistei 


Portfolio; women and child 
development in the welfare 
ministry 

Camp: V P Sinqh 

Anil Shastri Uttar Pradesh 

Rank: deputy minister 

Portfolio: finance 
Camp V P Singh 

Bhakta Charan Das, 

Orissa 


Rank: deputy minister 

Portfolio; youth affairs and 
sports in human resource 
development ministry 

Camp: Chandra Shekhar/V P 
Singh 

Bhagey Govardhan, 

Orissa 

Rank: minister of state 
Portfolio: planning and 








Dill IS m tompetition with the BJP 
'I he Prime Minister has. in a sense, 
also lewarded the states which have 
overwhelmingly supported the Janata 
Dal and clearly intends to strengthen 
his piiity s organisation in these stales 
'I he ( abmet expansion cannot but 
have piqued a numbei of senior lead- 
eis They include 'tashwant Smha. 
Kalv.in .Singh Kalvi Aslioke Sen, Ra| 
M.mgal Pandey, Samarendia Kundu, 

' Shukla Purushottam kaushik, 
laipal Rcddv, Abdul Samail .md .1 
host ol others Manv ol them h.id not 
onl\ hoped t(' be inducted into the 
mmistrs but also expected to be given 
( .ihiiicl positions Then clissapoinl- 
nienl could tuin ihem into dissidents 
And the Piime Minister is avcaie ol it 
1 1 slave oti the piospect ol immediate 
disscnsK'ii he shicwdiv announced 
that Ills miiiisliv would be expanded 
again and some rninislcrs could be 
pionuilcd il lliev did a good |ob 
AiK'idiiiL' to lanala Dal insiders, 

\ I’ Smell has told some ol Ins 
lollcML'Uc's that the next cx|\aision 
would i.ike I'Kice somelime m cailv 
IniK fins \cai j 

In till nieanvvlnlc the Pi imc Minis 1 
ui will .urn at consolidating Ins posi- i 
iioii within the partv and liiitiiei clip j 
ihc wmes ol rivals like ( h.iridra j 
S|iekliai--a Icadc who has not iisen 
in open levoll simple because he 
knows that such a couise ol action 
would not cxacilv he |uclicious at the 
moineni .\s long as V P Singh , 


According to Janata 
Dai insiders, V.P. 
Singh has told some 
of his colleagues that 
the next Cabinet 
expansion would take 
place sometime in 
early June this year 

appeals to he 111 command ( lianclia 
ShekhaTs supfioiiers will not he pic- 
pared to vmce clissidcnce It is esii 
mated that ( handia Shckh.u contiols 
a maximum of MPs (the ones who 
.itteiuled his luncheon paiiv .i Imt- 
night allei the foimation ol the 
Nntionai I I out goveiiimcntl hut ol 
these onlv seven 01 eight aic consi- 
dciecl to he hlindlv local to the ageing 
Aoimg link' Now Singh o itvmg lo 
luic even these VIPs iitio his i.imp 
Mil ec memheis liom ( handia 
Shckhai's gioup have been given .1 
berth in the mimsirv Suhodh K.ml 
Sahav. Haiikishoie Singh and Hhakia 
( haian D<is llovvevei all these three 
MPs had also been cultivating the 
Prime Mmisicr 

T he latest reshuffle iiKo has m- 
diiectly cut a texv existing minis¬ 
ters to size KP rnnikrishn.in, the 
Congress(S) MP from Keiala is one 


clear loser As minister in charge of 
the communication.s portfolio, he had 
launched a crusade against the C-Dot 
chief. Sam Pitroda, and was fast be¬ 
coming a controversial figure himself 
His exit from the communications 
ministry will not merely come as a 
relief to Pitroda and his men but also 
to a large section of the National Front 
leaders who do not favour the idea of 
being pro|ected as a vindictive lot 
The Tclugu Desani nominee, P 
llpendra, has also been humbled 
somewhat Although no one has been 
appointed to mterlere m his ministry 
of information and bioadcasting, his 
importance as the sole parliamentary 
affairs minister has been reducer' with 
the appointment of two other;. 10 look 
after this poitlolio—.Satyapal Malik 
(minister of state) and Jagdeep 
Dhankar (deputy minister) A lot of 
LJpendra's clout derived fiom his posi¬ 
tion as parliamentary affairs minister 
since this job also lequired interdiction 
with the NF government's two power¬ 
ful props, the BJP and the left parties. 
And. with Nilamoni Routray. a 
Cabinet-ranking mimstei, being 
shifted to environment and lorests, 
Menaka (iandhi's clout and high- 
profile image is bound to sutler Rout- 
ray was expected to he dropped and 
his transfer suggests that he has been 
retained merely to fight it out with 
Menaka. • 

Indnmll Banerjie/New Delhi 
wHh Rajiv Shukla 



SrikantJena i Satyapal tVlalik 


programme implementation Portfolio small scale, agio 

Camp: unattached ‘"^Nstnes in .ndust.y 

ministry 

NItlsh Kumar, Bihar Camp: Bi|u Patnaik 

Rank: minister .g sta'e Ajay Singh, Uttar Pradesh 

Portfolio: agr'cui'uip and 

cooperatives Rank: depu.y rn.nislc r 

Camp: Devi Lal/Sharad Yadav Portfolio: ra Iw.iys 
Srikant Jena, Orissa Camp: A|it S ngh 

Rank: minister of slate Harkishore Singh, Bihar 



I Chimanbhai Mehta 

! 

Rank, niimstei o! Mate 
Portfolio' external aftans 
Camp: Chandra Shi.-khar 'v p 
,Sinah 

Upendranath Verma, 

Bihar 

Rank, minisior ot state 
Portfolio: rural development 
Camp. A|it Singh 

Subodh Kant Sahay, 


Bihar 

Rank: min.Mr'r tit state 

Portfolio: home 

Camp: Chandra Ghekti.ir/V P 
Singh 

Satyapal Malik, Uttar 
Pradesh 

Rank: n'nnisipi of state 
Portfolio pailiamematy affairs 

Camp: V P Smgh (ex Jan 
Moicha) 

Ram Pujan Patel, Uttar 
Pradesh 

Rank: minister of state 
Portfolio: not allocated 
Camp; V P Singh 
Arangil Sreedharan Kerala 
Rank: minister of state 
Portfolio; not allocated 

Camp: Chandra Shekhar'V P 
Singh 
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Democracy 
and deadlock 

j 

The India-Nepal tangle may take lonyer to | 
sort out than most people believe | 


I I Ihc Ituli.tn picss IS 10 lx- ! 
Ix'lioveil ihcn il is .ill ni,i.i j 
cvt'M the shoutinj; Diiniiji tin,' 
pLisi huinijjht. suiLcss'sc K- 
poits in the oountts s iu-\\sp,ip 
L'is iind ni.ig.i/iiics li.ne aulaiincil tin. 
'iLtuin ul dernotiacv' to Nepal 
cheeted the eslablislinieiit nt popiilai 
rule, and exulted itt the deleat o( the 
ni(>naii.hK m authuiitari.in luder 
At the same time, time h.is been ,i 
spate ot analytical aiticles hneseemj; .1 
ness (.hapiet in India Ne|ial rehiiions 
(rone It IS suggested ,iic those ioi.k\ 
tiirbuknt da\s ot the Ra|i\-Hirendi.i 
eia With demociaiv the diplomatis 
impasse wdl be broken the misuinlei 
standinus mined out .iiid good neigh 
bourhness restoitil Hut hasdeinocia 
cv le.ill) aiiived in the tins Himal.isaii 
kitigdoiTi' Will lelations betuesii In¬ 
dia and Nepal be heller than evei 
beloie ’ A dispassion.itc .ippraisal i>l 
these questions sueirests th.it the 
aiisNseis .ire soinessh.it nioie complex 
than made I’ut In .1 huge section ol the 
Indian media 

I hete IS no denying I't eouise that 
the pio-demoei;ic\ mosemeni h.is 
wrung substantial .tnd intpressne eon- 
ecssions In pisl ivvo months-duiing 
which .1 sptiie ol agitiitions locked 
Nepal It has loiccel King Mirencha 
(on April) to lift the UMi-old ban 
on pohtie.il parties .ind promise to 
intioduce a multi-ptirtv system \nd 
then, onlv one week latei, piessiiied 
the moiiaieh into disniissinu the e\ 
istii'g I’oceinmenI and icpi,icing it 
with one III .ided .iiul fiiicked In the 
multi pails'sts 

Ibit, all the s.ime are these ch.inges 
enoueh to annoiin. e the return ol 
dcmou.Ks loil.iimtlu King is politi- 
lalK tinished, to impiv the battle is 
Ol ei ’ f he Ncp.ik se .il.inviatc don't 
think so 1 ast w;ek the Nepali Con¬ 
gress' siipieme le.idci (i.inesh Man 
•Singh told St'MiAs "Wi’ have only 
opened ti dooi Hut we hasen't quite 
walked througii it " (.See 'Demociti- 


(v’'--n\ire daicti l/'o/ ) ! 

The c.ii.'tioiisiiess ol .M.iii Singh ,md 
othei leailc'is ol the Nep.ih ( ongiess 
<ind the sesen commmnsi p.iils I'niicd j 
L elt f ront (! 'I 1 ) t which hiimchcd llu 
mosenient loeethei) is undeisi.md 
,ible lor it' the i.iie tow.iids ,1 | 
mulii-p.iitv sssii_i.i the most mipoi j 
t.ml huicile slill lemains to be ciossed ; 
consiitulion.il iiioini I he (oneicss i 
and the I'l I h.ive deni.iiulcd ih.ii the j 
( onstiliition be i.uln.ilb uwotked I 
and th.il the King iwho is pieseniK | 
.ill-poweiliilI be tclegaled to the si.iius I 
ol .1 constitiilion.il mon.in h liislicic j 
th.it the miilli-p.uIvists .iie hkeb to | 
eneounlei the gie.itest resist.nice I 01 
It IS diKuult to irn.igme lh.it the Kme 
will eice up his considci.ibh powcis 
undci the ( onstiiution without -.o 
much .IS a nuiimui S.i\s tiu I'l I s 
Man Mohan .Adhikaii ' W hen it com¬ 
es to constitulion.il ictoim wc e\|rect 
il tough tiehi 

I t the .issumption th.it democi.icy h.is 
been Itillv restored is somewh.it 
piem.iture, then the bchel that Indi.i- 
Nepal lelations will inevii.ibK im- 
piove IS rather simplistic I hose who 
piedict a cosy, tiouble-lrce lel.i 


Most Nepalese 
believe that the 
India-Nepal treaty is 
unequal and was 
forced by New Delhi 
on a Rana government 
that was under 
political pressure 



_ 


Bhattarai (left) and Man Singh 
(extreme right): calling for a return to 
the atatus quo ante which prevailed in 
March 1989 in India-Nepal reiationa 

tionship cli.iw comfort tiom the .itti- 
tude ol the Nepah ( ongicss which 
bus ii.idition.ilb been bettei disposed 
towards India than the Palace The 
lecent lemaiks made b\ the ( ongress 
Prime Minister K P Mhiittaiai and its 
supiemc Ic.ider (lancsh Man Singh 
vcoiild .ippear to be.11 this out Bhat- 
t.ii.ii h.is spoken ol the ties between 
the two nations as “deep and binding 
on eiich other " and Man Singh has 
said I hat It IS time that Nepiil gave up 
the Palace's favourite pastime of 
'■pl.ivmg ( hinti .ig.iinst Inclia and vice- 
versa" 

Fiolh leaders h.ive sought an early 
settlement of the dispute over the 
triidc and transit tieaties, which the 
R.ipv (j.indhi government allowed to 
lapse last year after it became con¬ 
vinced that Nepal was being insensi¬ 
tive to India's security concerns, (Ear¬ 
lier. King Birendra's government had 
puiehased a consignment ol arms from 
('hma, an acquisition which height¬ 
ened the fear that Nepal was drifting 
dangerously towards its northern 
neighbour ) And Man Singh has expli¬ 
citly called for a leturn to the slam 
quo ante which prevailed m March 
1989. before the treaties lapsed. 
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last week tli.it he was 
in favour of having it rc- 
N’lscd to suit “the present 
e h a n g e (.t situation " 

■ Changes have hccome 
necessary as the tieaty has 
heen in opeiution for a long 
time,' he el<imied 

It IS here that the India- 
Nepal lelaiionship could 
come undei strain toi, 
oven it Bhattaiai is not veiv 
setioiis ahout wanting the 
treaty revised .iiul is willing 
to enter into a comprehen- 
sive tigreenien' which 
.icsi'mmodates what New 
Delhi sees as its legitimate 
security conceiiis his Ld T 
partneis m ttie co.ilitiim 
gtwernmeni ate unlikely to 
acsept Itiis ill othei words 
It IS nut impiof'.ihle that 
ililterences hetween the 
Nepali tongiess ami tlie 
I '1 I itiiiy tneak out when 
Kathmandu tries to non 
■nil Us protilems witli New 
Delhi Sa\s S D Muni 
piotcssoi at New Delhi's 


it IS not h.lid to understand why ttie | I.iwaha'lal Netiiu I'niversity 


I oimress IS so keen on reverting to the 
previous aiiaiigemciit Apait fiomthe 
I III ih.it tile cxpiiy of the liciitics has 
pul the Nepalese economy on hold 
and caused coiisideiabU discomlort 
<ind hardstup to the people an undei- 
slandmg with India m tins tespeci will 
lonstitute a politic.il victory toi the 
p.uiy It will then be able to boast oi 
h.iving tesoKed ,i prolilem wtiidi it 
has .ilways maintained was of the 
t’alaic's making 

Moweyer, India, which has ccmsis- 
lenlly maintained that any agicement 
on tiadc .ind transit must be linked to 
an understanding ,ibout its security 
conceins is unlikely to drop the de¬ 
mand loi a “comprehensive treaty " It 
this happens, it wciuld mean sorting 


and an ey[>eit on Nepal .itf.iirs “There 
IS ni' doubt that Indii is a divisive 
l.ictor among the yarious parties m the 
kingdom riii pioiileins tliat may aiisL 
‘ legaidnig the Incha-Nepal relationship 
! toiieeins not only Ni w Delhi but the 
longevity ol die preseni uovernmeni 

I t seems as though the Nepali C on- 
giess is noi alti't>ether mseiisitive 
about the piobienis that could arise 
from attempiing to soil out the India 
i)iiestion immediately Says a Inch 
ranking Soutti Block olliti.il "The 
goyernnient does nor want an agicc- 
mept with Indni betoie getting the 
King into makitn? ■■ nsiitniional re 
toriiis 

Il IS also cloiibtini whethei New 
Delhi wants to rush the niattei ()vei 


out the problems about the cnntrovei 
sial l‘) 3 () Ittdia-Nepul tie.uy, which 
among othei things, commits both 
countries to lespond to a sceuiity 
threat laced by the other and lays 
down certain conditions lor the import 
ot arms by Nepal Most Nepalese 
believe that the treaty is unequal and 
w'as forced by New' Delhi on a Rana 
government that was under political 
pressure Although, unlike some of 
the left parties, the Nepali Congress 
has not been hostile towards the trea- 


tlie past two Mionili', dining which 
the pu'-demoi!.ic\ .igit.iiion won 
widc'spicad it; , iiiaiioual suppoit - 
Ihe Indian loicign mnnstiy chose to 
refrain (loin openly backing the multi- 
partvists At the s.unc time. South 
Block was c.iiclul .iboul not doing 
anything whi.’h woiiKI be interpreted 
as support lor llu' King and his /luii- 
(hayal ginc iimerit 

The best instanee ot this eveii- 
h mded (if cyme.it) policy u the man¬ 
ner in winch New Delhi had con- 


ty. Prime Minister Bliattarai said ducted the negotiations to resolve' 



the problems ahout trade, transit and 
.security early this month When the 
Indian loieign seciciarv visited Kath¬ 
mandu along with a team of officials 
on 1 April to submit a draft of 
proposals, it was feared m souiC quar¬ 
ters that New Delhi may sell the 
pro-demc'ciacy movcincnl out in 
order to stiikc a deal vsith the King 
Howevci 111 letrospccl, it appt;ais a.s 
though India nevci wanted an agree¬ 
ment at that ^t,lgc■ and intentionally 
submitted piopos.ils that weie un¬ 
acceptable to the Nepalese Says a 
government I'tlicial m Kathmandu 
'They put lorw.iul suggestions that 
were absurdly lough It is possible that 
they nevci wanted us to agiee to 
them 

It this IS true then South B.oc., had 
played its ctird'. at Ic.ist m .1 n.iiiow 
dipiomatic sense- very cleverly I-or, 
the garne rhen was to make a pietcnee 
ot settlrng the ditterences with the 
Kiin: (to have teltised to do so would 
have alienated llie Palace even tuilh- 
ei I and at the same time eiisuie that 
the negotiations t.iiled (an agieement 
would have lost India the sympathy of 
the miilti-pai ty ists iliogettieii 

The flip side ol wh.ii must be 
characterised as a diptomalii victoiy is 
the effect ot India's studied iieutiali' v 
on the multi-partvisis The turemii 
office had clearly believed that the 
movement, il it ever sueeeeded, would 
take tar longer in doing so and was 
influenced by thi fact that pro 
domociacy agitations in Ne)'al liave 
tloundered much too often m the past 
While New Delhi has not .uicnaii’d ittc 
tmdti-paiiyisis by ,my stictdi cd ini 
agination, it is difticiilt to icsist con 
sideline the gams it India h.id rc 
framed fioin wli.ci INI."'- Mum c.ills 
Ihe husiiiess ,is usu il appro,wfi and 
backed the multi-partyists to the inlt 
Says Mum "Im.igine llieie was m' 

( liandra Shckhai (wlio has stiidi'iitly 
.idvocated the niiilli jiaityist cause) m 
the .lanata Dal What kind ol impiess- 
1011 would N--W Delhi have m ide 
then' t leaily we have been simie- 
what lucky 

All m all, It ap(icais if Ihe 
liidi.i-Nepal tangle will take a while to 
sort out Its resolution will depend on 
developments in the political situation 
m Nepal ovei the next few months 
F'or the moment, the governments at 
Kathmandu and New Delhi may pre¬ 
fer to hold out till a full-fledged 
democracy is established in Nepal 
Until then, it could be back to the old 
game of wait and watch. • 

Mukund Padmanabhan / Kathmandu 
and New Delhi 
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MANI-TALK 




MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


Trouble in paradise 

The appointment ofJagmohan as the Governor of Kashmir 
has only made matters worse 


Remember the 
old song “Pule 
hands 1 held be¬ 
side the Shah- 
mar"? Well, the 
only thing those 
pale hands are 
now cradling is a 
Kalashnikov cock¬ 
ed at an angry 
angle And when 
the wind wafts through the golden chi- 
nars the ardent declaration. “Kash¬ 
mir, only Kashmir”, it is not the 
Mughal Badshah Jahangir whispering 
in his dying breath of his favounte 
eaithly paradise, but Benazir 
announcing where she intends to come 
this long, hot summei' 

How has it come to this? This is the 
same Valley—and the same people— 
who turned to us in l‘J47 to save them 
from Jinnah's murderous marauders 
This IS the same Valley—and the 
same people—who in 196.“' put paid to 
Operation Gibraltar, the fatuous 
brainchild of that armchaii aggressor. 
Zulfiquar All Bhutto (“armchair” be¬ 
cause he never went to any front him¬ 
self, only sent others to certain death 
in the pursuit of his vainglorious ambi¬ 
tions). It was Bhutto who infiltrated 
hundreds of saboteurs into the Valley, 
bristling with arms, money and prop¬ 
aganda matcnal, to stir the villagers of 
the Valley into raising the banner of 
inquilab. And it was the very object of 
these threats and blandishments— the 
villagers of the Valley—who identified 
every manjack of these agents pro¬ 
vocateurs, picked them up, and hand¬ 
ed them over to the security forces 
It IS upon this Valley—and this peo¬ 
ple—that the Governor and his admi¬ 
nistration have launched a war of attri¬ 
tion hor there is nothing sophisticated 
or selective .ihout their hunt to flush 
out the terrorists Everyone in the 
Valley —man, woman or child, of ev¬ 
ery faith and everv political persua¬ 
sion— IS indiscnminately the target of 
continuous curfews, of draconian 
dragnet, and swingeing secunty opera¬ 
tions. The administration seems ani¬ 
mated by the quite mistaken belief 
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that ifit smothers.smashes and starves 
the Valley into submission, the people 
will yield up the terrorists in their 
midst and, exhausted by the severity 
of the security onslaught, return like 
lambs to the strait and narrow 

God knov/s, Fcirooq made his mis¬ 
takes And there nviv a gathering 
deterioration in the political situation 
in the Valley between the swearing-in 
of the National Conference (NO- 
CongreSS coalition mmmmmm 

government in March 1987 
and the enthronement in 
December 1989 as home 
ministei of Mufti Moham¬ 
mad Sayecd, the refugee 
from Anantnag 

But the slow etiolation of 
the Farooq years, an etiola¬ 
tion at once containable 
and reversible (and, 
moreover, not without pre¬ 
cedent), just cannot be 
compared to the turmoil in 
which Kashmir has been 
plunged since the new Un¬ 
ion government took office 
in Delhi, and especially af¬ 
ter It sent Governor Jagmo- 
han to the Valley. 

For the turmoil, post- 
December 1989, IS the out¬ 
come of a ghastly misread¬ 
ing by the National Fiont 
(NF) government—and the 
motivated malice of its 
“outside supporter”, the 
BJP—of the causes of the 
tension in the Valley. This 
is startlingly evident in the 
agenda paper prepared by 
the Union home ministry 
for the National Integration 
Council meeting held on 
the 11 April The paper 
may be the Mufti's but the 
pen IS clearly the BJP's. 

For the agenda paper 
identifies "communalism” 
as the basic cause (and not 
an incidental consequence) 
of all that has gone wrong 
in Kashmir The focus in 
the paper is kept firmly on 


the exodus of the Hindu minority 
from the Valley, glossing over (or is it 
deliberately downgrading'’) the 
hordes of other Kashmiris, including 
thousands upon thousands of Mus¬ 
lims, who hiivf fled from both terroi- 
ism and the lender niinistiations of the 
new dispensation Whatcvei the de¬ 
fects ol the Faiooq years, all these 
Ka.shmiris--Hindu, Muslim u, what¬ 
ever- slaved in the Valiev finm 


CRPF men keep vigil in a sensitive area: I he 

admmiMKinon seeins tiniiualed hy the mistaken 
belief that tf it smothers, smashes and starves iht 
Valles into snhmission, the people will s ield up 
the terrorists m then midst 
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March 1987 to November 1989. but, 
since December 1989. have been lett 
with small alternative but to take to 
their heels 

There is little or no food in Srina¬ 
gar Infants are going without milk. 
Life-saving drugs are virtually unavail¬ 
able Since 15 December—that is, for 
much of the last four months—curfew 
has been almost continuous, lifted 
only for a few brief hours early on 
cold, wintry mornings and reimposed 
before the commencement of the nor¬ 
mal working day Inevitably, the eco¬ 
nomy has collapsed With no one able 
to go nut to work, manufacturing 
activity IS at a standstill, whether it be 
of the exquisite crafts for which the 
Vale IS justly renowned or in the lar¬ 
ger factories Shops open only to be 
quickly shutteied again The banking 
system has folded up I’he Post Office 
^ neither despatches noi delivers letters. 
Telephone^ are on the blink Ncithei 
cargo nor passengers can be booked 
I'hc export tiade has dried up And no 
tourists—the holidaymakers on whom 



the livelihood of lakhs of Kashmiris 
depends—are anywhere in sight. 

It’s not “communalism” but all 
these factors— plus the terrorists 
emboldened by the ransom they suc¬ 
cessfully extracted for the release of 
Rubaiya—that has led to the present 
state of affairs. The NF—as is it’s 
wont —may attempt to pass the buck 
to Farooq, but it is an attempt that just 
won’t wash with the people who 
actually live in the Valley They have 
known trouble* before,but the trauma 
to which they are now being subjected 
IS without precedent The exodus of 
Kashmiris from the Valley—whether 
of Hindus. Muslims or others—is not 
because Kashmiris of different faiths, 
who have lived together in harmony 
for hundreds of years, are suddenly 
unable to stand each other, but be¬ 
cause ordinary living—life, sweet 
life—has been rendered virtually im¬ 
possible by the new authonties now in 
charge 

G overnor Jagmohan is an articulate 
man When the all-party delcga- 
: fioti visited Srinagar last month, he 
' clearly set out his two-pronged 
strategy toi Kashmir 
I First, administrative since the 
administration “has not bioken down 
^ but been taken over”, he intends to 
“dismantle and rebuild it" from 
1 scratch Second, political since the 
\ National Conference and the Con- 
' gress have forfeited their ' representa¬ 
tive” character, he intends to create 
and generate “new” political lorces in 
‘ the Valiev 

; Questioned about the extent of in- 
I filtration of the administrative 
machinery, the Governor declined to 
cite a figure, whether in ab.solutc num¬ 
bers or percentages or pioportions. 
He insisted only on his favoured ex¬ 
pression “takeover” (v/<', as they say 
■ in our business) Of the t lousands of 
\ Kashmiri officials- Muslim, Hindu 
: and other--woi king in his administra- 
. t on, he had identified about 30 foi 
rjstication from government. Since 
t then, another scoic or so have been 
i removed But the perception of a 
; “takeover, not a bieakdown” has 
i rr eant that no Kashmiri official—Mus¬ 
lim, Hindu 01 ,)ther—is really fully 
trusted Those under suspicion ate 
suspended or dismissed (which is 
ok&y) The others uiidei general suspi¬ 
cion—meaning everybody else—are 
marginalised, deprived of authority 
and robbed ol responsibility (which is 


not okay) Vacancie.s cannot be filled: 
we were told that in response to an 
advertisement for recruiting hundreds 
of constables, only about a dozen ap¬ 
plications were received and a bare 
two or three turned up for the inter¬ 
view. True, this is not because the 
local youth are not in search of work 
(on the contrary, they are desperately 
in need of employment), but because 
they dare not show their willingness to 
become the agents of alien govern¬ 
ance. There were no such inhibitions 
even in the worst days ol the Farooq 
regime. How on earth, in the cir¬ 
cumstances, IS the Governor going to 
“dismantle and rebuild” his adminis¬ 
tration? Without Kashmiris'' Without 
Muslims? 

The “dismantling and rebuilding” of 
the administration in Kashmir is a 
chimera it cannot be done, it must not 
even be attempted At best, the bad 
may be weeded out and the general 
administrative ethos revamped. But 
because the concept of “dismantling 
and rebuilding” is bruited about from 
on high, and because it emanates pri¬ 
marily from the Governor himself, ev- 
eiy Kashmiri is made to feel a second- 
class citizen in his own slate 'Hus nev¬ 
er happened under Farooq—or, in¬ 
deed, under any of his predecessors It 
is the inevitable consequence of the 
BJP finding the right agent to bypass 
the vacuous central government and 
begin at the beginning, the building of 
the Hindu Rashtra from the crown of 
India, top down' 

The Governor's political prescrip¬ 
tion— the generation of “new" (and 
presumably patriotic) political forces 
in the Valley to the detriment, indeed 
suppression, of the existing nationalist 
political forces---is equally bizarre 
Jagmohan’s appointment led to the 
immediate resignation of the Farooq 
government and, therefore, to the 
snapping of nationalist political links 
to the people of the Valley Farooq’s 
resignation was not an unexpected 
occurrence he had made it clear that 
if Jagmohan was appointed Gov¬ 
ernor, he would be unable to continue 
as chief minister 

Jagmohan’s dislike of Farooq is, 
however, so visceral that he was not 
content merely with forcing the res¬ 
ignation of the good doctor and sus¬ 
pending the Assembly in which 
Farooq enjoyed a majority of 71 out of 
78 members. He insisted on pursuing 
his personal vendetta to the con¬ 
summation he so devoutly desired the 
total elimination of Farooq from the 




SPOrUGHT 



The GREAT ART BAZAAR 


The event; 
an art auc¬ 
tion. The place: the Taj 
poolside. Hosts for the 
evening; Dilip De' and 
wife Shobha. 

Bombay’s art bazaar 
shifted to the Taj Bom¬ 
bay, to auction a Sub¬ 
hash Awchat painting 
and raise funds for the 
renovation of the Jehan- 
gir Art Gallery. In 
attendance were the 
rich, the powerful, and 

Over and 

OUT 

Zubin 
Mehta and 
the New York Philhar¬ 
monic had become 
synonymous over the 
years. But come May 
and all that will change, 
with the Parsi conductor 
retiring from his job. 
Succeeding him will be 
East German conductor 
and political activist. 
Kurt Masur. 


the mandatory art con¬ 
noisseurs. While the Bir- 
las, the Goenkas and the 
Lakhanpals rubbed 
shoulders with such 
members of the artist 
community as Jehangir 
Sabavala, Lalita Lajmi 
and Lakshman Shreshta, 
the host and hoste.s.s 
mingled with their 
guests, dressed in tradi¬ 
tional Maharashtrian 
costumes that would do 
Maganlal Dresswalla 


proud. The industrialists 
made their obligatory 
bids for the painting, 
which finally went to 
Kumarmangalam Birla 
for Rs 75,000. 

Good deed for the 
night done, the invitees 
got down to serious busi¬ 
ness: tucking into the 
desi Maharashtrian food 
and videshi booze, 
leavened with some dis¬ 
tinctive Bombay gossip. 


ZiMn Malita: goodbys to th* New 
Yortc PtiWwnnonic 



Mehta, prob¬ 
ably the most 
famous Parsi 
outside of India, 
has had a long 
innings with the 
baton. But in¬ 
sists that he will 
pursue “other 
artistic en¬ 
deavours” after 
retiring from the 
New York 
Philharmonic. 

What these 
might be, he re¬ 
fuses to tell. 


Pimeet loser at a Save 
Kashmir Morcha m e eting ; 
dobig a Duryoifliana 

of B.R. Chopra’s 
Mahabharat, has taken 
to enunciating the same 
dialogue at political ral¬ 
lies. Leading the Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) 
organised Save Kashmir 
Morcha, Issar thun¬ 
dered: “Mai IS desk ki 
sui ki nok ke barabar bhi 
zameen Pakistan ko nahi 
doonga. (I will not give 
Pakistan Indian territory 
equivalent to a needle¬ 
point.)” 

That’sall very well. 
But surely Issar couldn’t 
have forgotten that de- 
. spite all his rhetoric, 

I Duryodhana was on the 
! wrong side of the politic- 
' al fence. 
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D«viUI:TauoftiMaofl 


I Bring on 

I THE 

I BUFFALOES! 

i He’s taking 

K WSMSmm his role as 

I agriculture minister a lit- 
tie too seriously. Even to 
the extent of taking his 
farming activities right 
into the precincts of his 
President Estate resi¬ 
dence. 

Deputy prime minis¬ 
ter Devi Lai recently in¬ 
formed the Lok Sabha 
that he was going to up¬ 
root the grass on the 
lawns of his bungalow 
and plant a nursery of 
agricultural plants in its 
place. In a month or so 
the beds would be 
flourishing and all mem¬ 
bers of the House were 
welcome to come to his 
place and take plants for 


their gardens. 

This little confidence 
came in response to a 
question relating to the 
Dal’s efforts to improve 
the lot of the Indian far¬ 
mer. None of the MPs 


could quite figure out 
what the connection 
was—but then, one sup¬ 
poses, nor could the 
Tau. One flummoxed 
member, after much 
scratching of head at this 


rejoinder, yelled out: 
"Saab, hhains mat rakh- 
na vahan. (Sir, don’t 
keep buffaloes there)" 
And no, we don’t 
know how that one con¬ 
nects, either 


I HE IMRAN 
KHAN STORY 

He got 
along 

famously with the late 
General Zia-ul Haq. He 
was at Oxford with Be¬ 
nazir Bhutto, and has 
dinner with her occa¬ 
sionally now that she is 
Pakistan’s Prime Minis¬ 
ter. And there really 


can’t be anyone more 
qualified than Pakistani 
cricketer Imran Khan to 
write a book on the re¬ 
cent political history of 
the country. 

Okay, maybe that’s 
pushing It, but Khan has 
gone ahead and written 
Indus Journey: A Per¬ 
sonal View Of Pakistan, 
anyway. The book, said 
to be part autobiog¬ 
raphical and part politic¬ 
al, is priced at 
well over Rs 
5tX), and given 
rhe level of in¬ 
terest that any 
thing connected 
with Imran 
Khan generates, 
is bound to sell 
well 

Even if there 
isn't much gos¬ 
sip about Be¬ 
nazir's student 
days. 


INo DUMB 
I KITTY 

She’s come 
£■ a long way 

15 from playing the dumb 
Kitty to you-are-a- 
f genius-sir Karamchand. 
ys And with her one- 
I woman plays earning en- 
comiumsfrom critics, 
i Sushmita Mukherjee has 
1 established herself as an 
actress (as distinct from 
. television starlet). 

Her two shows, Ek 
Akeli and Ek Suhah, 

■ based on serious com- 
• cdies of Dario Fo and 
Franca Rame, have been 
adapted for Indian audi¬ 
ences by AtuI Tandon 
Ek Suhah, as the name 
suggests, IS about the 
way a typical day begins 
for a working woman, 
with Sushmita going 
about her household 



SinhmKa MuMwtJmwmI 
PmiIhiJ Kapoor in 
Katrnnehandi youVo 
comoalongway, KHty 

chores robot-like, while 
her husband lazes in 
bed. Ek Akeli tells the 
story of a woman con¬ 
fined to the house by her 
husband, and her battle 
to retain her sanity. 

Beginning with Bom¬ 
bay, Mukherjee has 
toured all over the coun¬ 
try with her show. And 
played to rave notices on 
all occasions. • 


Imran Khan: Joumoying down tho Indus 
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1915 - 1990 



Portrait of a 75 year old 



^harmaceiitirals and petrochemicals. FYocessed 
oods, polymers, electronics and energy products, 
ingineering. telecommunications, paints and 
jlotechnology. That's the business portfolio of The 
JB Group today. A group that began 75 years ago 
is one brewery. The pace of growth and 
Jivcrsitication has been accelerated by the Group’s 


accent on technology. A corporate guideline that 
has helped the Group contribute significantly to 
every field it has entered. Revolutionary diagnostic 
systems and remedies. Petrochemical substitutes 
for natural raw materials. Restandardislng old 
engineering equipment to near new standards. 

As India’s leading multinational, the Group has 


»HARMACEUTICALS 

>A1NTS___ 

.IQUOR/BEER- 

’ETROCHEMICALS- 


A 


POLYMERS_ 

BIOTECHNOLOGY 

ENGINEERING_ 

FOODS_ 


eer and liquor company 



achieved a track record lor excellence, even abroad 
- operating in 26 countries around the world, 
through its association with the Jenson & 
Nicholson Group. Backing this drive is the 
tinanclal prowess of a Rs. 14 billion group; access 
to the best technologies the world over through 
collaborators; and the power to constantly break 


ENERGY PRODUCTS. 

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT-__ 

ELECTRONICS & TELECOMMUNICATION. 
EXPORTS____ 


new ground through an in-house R&D wing, the 
Vittal Mallya Scientific Research Foundation. 

On its 75th anniversary. India’s fastest growing 
Industrial conglomerate, looks forward to the 
opportunity to take India into the 21st century. 



THEUBGROUPl 

IN PACE WITH THE FUTURE 








IHERITAGE 



Medieval relics, 
modem times 


And some protected monuments that 
aren’t quite so protected 


t one level, 
they are re¬ 
lics of our 
glorious 
past. On the 
other, mute testimonials 
of the carelessness of the 
modern Indian, or more 
precisely, the neglect of 
the Archaeological Sur¬ 
vey of India (ASI), en¬ 
trusted with the onerous 
responsibility of protect¬ 
ing important historical 
monuments of the coun¬ 
try. The state of such 
medieval structures as 
the Barah Khamba, 

Atgah Khan’s tomb and 
Zafar Mahal (all in De¬ 
lhi) seems to suggest 
that the ASI prefers to 
concentrate its energies 
on the most obvious 
tourist attractions in the 
capital, excluding the 
lesser-known monu¬ 
ments, even though they 
may be on the 'pro¬ 
tected list' 

It IS the ASI’s respon¬ 
sibility to look after the 
well-being of major his¬ 
torical buildings in In¬ 
dia. And to facilitate its 
task, the country has 
been divided into 16 cir¬ 
cles. In Delhi circle, 165 
monuments and sites are 
notified as ‘protected’ 
by the organisation. Un¬ 
fortunately, not all of 
them are really pro¬ 
tected; some have to 
bear with encroach¬ 
ment, and even at times, 
defacement, by the peo¬ 
ple who choose to live in 
them. 

Barah Khamba in the 
Nizamuddin area of 
New Delhi is a case in point. A 
tomb, built in the 15th century AD, it 
comprises a domed hall with a veran¬ 
dah around it The hall is set on arches 
formed by 12 sets of pillars—hence the 
name Barah Khamba. Corresponding 
to the arches of the hall, there are 
arched openings in the verandah, over 
the four corners of which lie low 
domes, with faint traces left of the 
paintings which once decorated them 
All in all. a splendid example of Isla¬ 
mic architecture 

Only now, it doubles as a residence 
for homeless Muslim families These 


people, 40-odd in all, can barely eke 
out a living plying rickshaws or selhng 
kabadi as they do, and certainly can’t 
affort to build their own houses So, 
they have settled in the domed hall of 
the Barah Khamba for the last 15 
years or so now, and will probably 
remain in residence for another 15. 

Explains Mohammad Shabir, one of 
the residents. “We have no place to 
go If the government provides us with 
alternate accommodation, we are 
quite willing to move out of Barah 
Khamba. But unless we have another 
place to live, how can we leave this 


one?” But Shabir needn’t fear for his 
home; no one from either the ASI, the 
Delhi admimstration or the police has 
come to bother him or any of the 
other trespassers for the last five years 
or so. He and his fellow-inmates can 
continue to huddle together in this 
monument, covering the arches with 
gunny bags during the monsoons and 
lighting up fires within the dome in the 
winter 

N ot far from Barah Khamba lies 
Atgah Khan’s tomb, dating back 
to the Mughal era, and situated be- 
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Barah Khamba: slMlter for the 
hocneleM 

hind the famous dargah of Hazrat 
Nizamuddin Auhya in Nizamuddin. 
Heavy scents of flower and incense 
waft around Atgah Khan’s tomb, but 
unlike the dargah which it borders, it 
doesn’t have a ainstant stream of sup¬ 
plicants. Instead it has a Muslim fami¬ 
ly in residence outside il, the members 
of which use the walls of the tomb to 
hang their clothes out to dry and the 
courtyard as a playground 

One family, more enterprising than 
the others obviously, has taken over 
the basement of the tomb, and is not 
doing too badly by its rentless quarters 
if the television set on one of the 
shelves is anything to go by. Question 
the residents and they claim that they 
find nothing odd about calling the 
basement of an ASl-protected monu¬ 
ment home. “This is where we have 
lived,” says one of them, “and this is 
where we will continue to stay ” 

Another monument that provides 
temporary accommodation to the 



homeless is Zafar Mahal 
in Mehrauli, Delhi. 

Named after Bahadur 
Shah Zafar II, the 
Mughal Emperor who 
ruled between 1847— 

1857, the structure, 
made of red sandstone 
relieved with marble, 
stands 50 feet high and is 
II feet nine inches wide. 

While the facade of 
Zafar Mahal, with a 
three-storied gate, pro¬ 
jecting windows and 
arcades on the south and 
east, is still impressive, 
the inside lies in ruins. 

The backyard of the 
palace is used as a gar¬ 
bage dump by the locals 
and neighbourhood chil¬ 
dren play in its preancts 
throughout the day. At 
night, It becomes a re¬ 
fuge for beggars and 
other destitutes, with 
drinking binges within 
Its boundary walls being 
far from unknown. 

The boards set up by 
the ASI, informing the 
public that these are 
protected monuments 
and warning trespassers 
about prosecution stand mock¬ 
ed by the residents of these places, 
who have made themselves at home 
here 

N ot that the Archaeological Survey 
doesn’t have a case All that ASI 
got from the culture mimstry by way 
of an annual allocation (for 1989-90) 
was Rs 1.5 crores. Out of this, the 
organisation spent Rs 60 lakhs on the 
preservation of monuments, the rest 
going towards payment of salanes and 
other expenditure. Small wonder 
then, that the ASI fails to protect ev¬ 
ery structure it is officially meant to. 

Perhaps the paltry nature of the re¬ 
sources at the ASI’s command can 
best be undersfood if we study a com¬ 
parative figure' the total allocation for 
the city of Delhi in 1989-90 was Rs 620 
crores But figures don’t tell the entire 
story, either Says an ASI official, on 
the condition of anonymity “It is not 
so much a shortage of funds as the lack 
of sufficient technical staff which pre¬ 
vents the ASI from doing as much 
work as it would like to " 

While the ASI is hemmed in by such 
restraints, the authorities continue to 


allocate money to schemes oriented 
towards the Western tourist Among 
them IS the project to light up the 
prominent historical monuments of 
Delhi, with a view to drawing atten¬ 
tion to them In the first phase six 
monuments have already been illu¬ 
minated—Red Fort, Delhi Gate, 
Feroz Shah Kotla, Purana Ouila, Sher 
Shah Gate and the Qutub Minar. 

The ASI has been consulted on this, 
and as per its requirements, special 
care has been taken to ensure that the 
monuments sustain no damage. Illu¬ 
mination of the Qutub Minar, for inst- 
ance. was don e without lajing cables 
on the Minar. The lighting of the 
Qutub Minar entailed an expenditure 
of Rs 4.5 lakhs, that of Sher Shah 
Gate cost Rs 2.50 lakhs, Delhi Gate 
amounted to Rs 1.20 lakhs, and Red 
Fort accounted for Rs 1 lakh. 

Surely a quarter of this expense 
would go a long way towards resettling 
the residents of Barah Khamba, 
Atgah Khan’s tomb and Zafar Mahal, 
and safeguarding these ‘protected’ 
monuments. • 

Anfll Sawhnmy/N0w MM 
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Dial iVI for Murder 


Did the Ananda Margis plot to kill Jyoti Basu and other 

Marxist leaders? 


ore often than not, 
the most heinous 
of plots are re¬ 
vealed accidentally. In the 
early hours of 15 April, a 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) patrol party 
apprehended two youths at 
Ajnala, some 20 kms from 
the Indo-Pak border in 
Punjab. There was really 
nothing unusual about the 
arrests; ever since trouble 
broke out in Punjab, the 
border areas of the state 
had become a hotbed of 
terrorists activity and 
arrests were a common 
enough phenomenon 
In this case, however, 
apprehended youths, 

Suresh Kumar and Ravin- 
der Singh Yadav, had no¬ 
thing to do with the Punjab 
militants. Interrogations re¬ 
vealed that they were mem- 
bers of the religio-poiitical 
organisation, the Ananda ** 

Marg What is perhaps more 
disturbing is that both Kumar and 
Yadav testified that they were smug¬ 
gling arms from Pakistan into West 
Bengal and their mission was to eli¬ 
minate some top Marxist leaders of 
the country. 

The next day, S.S. Bisht, additional 
inspector general of the BSF, con¬ 
vened a press conference in Amritsar 
to announce that a huge cache of arms 
was recovered from the two arrested 
persons—four automatic pistols of 32 
bore, seven others of .30 bore, 24 
magazines for the pistols and over 340 
assorted cartridges He also clarified 
that Kumar and Yadav, both residents 
of Uttar Pradesh, were assigned the 
task of collecting arras from Pakistan 
by one Acharya Mahaviranand, chief 
of Manab Mukti, a front organisation 
of the Ananda Marg What is more, 
the two youths apparently told their 
interrogators that the Margis had 
hatched a plot to murder several 
CPI(M) leaders—mostly in West Ben¬ 
gal and Bihar. 

The revelation shocked the Left 



Ananda Margis parformta^ the tandavnrllfK**'af the centre of a 
controversy 

>s more Front government in West Bengal. A Centre s 
imar and red alert was sounded throughout the Marg se( 
;re smug- state and security measures for all instructe 
nto West Marxist leaders beefed up Chief to launcl 
as to eli- minister Jyoti Basu himself asked the gis. “Th< 
saders of state’s director general of police, B.K. organisa 
Basu. to send a team of intelligence have to b 
idditional officials to Amritsar to interrogate the the outi 
SF, con- arrested persons And, all district leader. 
Amritsar jy^H Biwi: Wgh on the hitllot? The ai 



I magistrates were asked to 
1 keep a vigil on the activities 
I of the Ananda Margis. 

Intelligence sources also 
revealed that the Ananda 
Marg has reportedly pre¬ 
pared a hit list which in¬ 
cludes names like Jyoti 
Basu, Ambarish Mukher- 
jee, the state's environment 
minister who also happens 
to be an MLA from Puru- 
lia, and others. According 
to senior IB officials, the 
Marg also trained its cadres 
to carry out hit and run op¬ 
erations. 

Aware perhaps that the 
Marg threat has to be tack¬ 
led both administratively 
and politically, the state 
CPI(M) leadership has 
geared up party activities 
down to the panchayat 
level The chairman of the 
• CMitreota Sailcn Dasgup- 

ta, demanded that the 
Centre should immediately raid all 
Marg set-ups in the country. He also 
I instructed party bosses in the districts 
to launch a campaign against the Mar¬ 
gis. “The Ananda Marg is a terrorist 
organisation. To combat them, we 
have to build up public opinion against 
; the outfit," said a senior CPl(M) 

I leader. 

The arrest of the two youths near 
^ Amritsar and their revelations have 
5 once again brought the Ananda Marg 
S on to the centre-stage of a bitter con- 
I troversy. The issue was raised in the 
I Lok Sabha and the West Bengal 
I Assembly, where angry members de- 
5 manded action against the Margis. 
Mantreswarananda Avadoot, the pub¬ 
lic relations secretary of the Marg, 
however, thinks that the entire epi¬ 
sode is ju.st another ploy to discredit 
the organisation. “We have no con¬ 
nection whatsoever with those 
arrested. And the Ananda Marg has 
no links with Manab Mukti," he said. 

But at the moment, the avadoot’s 
arguments have very few takers. • 
BanmOhoth/CaleuUB 
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COMPANIES 


Winner 

take^all 

Dhirubhai Ambani could be the 
real victor of the L&T tangle 


D hiruhhai Ambarn’s exit 
from I.arsen & '1 oubro 
(L&T) was first sniffed out 
bv the stock exchange, the 
most leaciive index to 
real—and often, iinagincd ~ events 
An hour before noon on April, 
L&T share prices dropped sharply bv 
Rs 20 to Rs b5. an indication that 
someone was selling off the shares 
-Stock market insiders say it was Dhir¬ 
uhhai. who sold around I 'i lakh L&T 
shaies, only to move in and tpickly 
pick lip Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) 
shares to boost his position m his 
flagship companv. Now that he had 
lost the shareholding war with the 
financial in.stilutions (seeS unday 15— 
21 April), there was no need to hold 
on to his l,& I shares anymore 
Ambani had actually resigned the 
day betoie, though the world onl> 
came to know about it a dav latei, 
when It was officially announced at an 
L&T board meeting Dhirubhai simp¬ 
ly sent in a two-line resignation letter 
lo the company he had taken over a 
year-and-a-half ago I he company 
forwarded the letter to N L Shinkar, 
chairman of the Life Insuiance 

Corp of India (1 IC), 
which had been spearhead- V.P. Sing 
mg the V P Singh regime's | 
move to stall the canny • 
Ambani LIC, claiming | 
shareholding clout in tan- i • 
dem with other fiancial in¬ 
stitutions (FIs), had in- '^Ip 

sisted on an L&T extraor- , ||k 

dinary general meeting 
(EGM) to oust Dhiiubhai. 

It even procured an order 

from the Bombay High ^ 

Court to push Ambani and !***>*»«wj 

his sons Mukesh and Anil 

to declare their sharchold- | 

ing in L&T. This they did. L ^ 


saying they held 25 per cent 
of the equity, as against .17 
per cent held by the institu¬ 
tions Clearly, the Ambanis 
had lost the share scrim¬ 
mage Dhirubhai resigned f 
as chairman, and his son? 

Mukesh as vice-chairman 5 

of L&T D.N. Ghosh, foi-g 
mer State Bank of India j 
chief, IS the officiating „ 
chairman Says LIC manag- 
mg director M.G. Diwan “We have 
reason to be happy. We (the FIs) now 
have five people on the (L&T) board- 
.the future will tell who has won or 
lost ” Diwan refused to acknowledge 
that it IS a stalemate “Hasn’t Dhir¬ 
ubhai stepped down'’" he asks 
Dhirubhai may have stepped down, 
but It is certainly not the end of the 
L&T saga (See box Countdown to the 
ouster) In what is clearly a comprom¬ 
ise the Ambanis still have a substantial 
presence on the board. Mukesh, Anil 
and Reliance nominee M L Bhakta 
are still diicctors on the board,and he 
Ambanis reserve the right to appoint a 
fourth director. Moreover, in a move 
that only served to strengthen the 


V.P. Singh: nocompromlM? Ram Jethmaiani isubdued 



compromise theory, L 1C withdrew it*- 
demand for an EGM Ami, echoing 
Diwan’s words, told journalists on the 
same day "Only time will answer your 
questions about who won oi lost.” 
When a government official says 
something like that, it sounds like a 
cliche But when an Ambani picks up 
the same thread, it takes on a different 
connotation altogethci not signifying 
defeat, but the realitv of a comeback. 



'^*«nai|i|«c^eui|9 

rn 


I t looks like business as usual What 
was the muscle-powei display by the 
FIs all about, asked corjiorate watch¬ 
ers What happened to their original 
demand for the ousiei of four 

Ambani representatives 
*»hied fiom the bo.ud'' Most 
businessmen gathered at an 
Indo American Society 
mWP;. , dinner a day after the res-, 
j ignations maintained that it 
I was outright victory for the 
Ambanis Says journalist 

f ! Maneck Davar, who ex¬ 
posed the Reliance- BoB 
Fiscal share transfer scam 
which resulted in the 
Ambanis taking over L&T. 
"This was an unnecessary 
compromise on the part of 
the government when n 
i J had all the aces 
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ThcTf was no way the Amba- 
nis could have won a proxy war., the 
government even had the upper hand 
in the case of the (Rs 820 crore L&T) 
niegd i.ssues " fie tontinue.s. “The 
mega issue could have been stayed 
because three to four clauses in the 


29 March: Financial institutions, 
including Life Insurance Corp. 
(LIC), General Insurance Corp 
and Unit Trust of India meet to 
discuss the L.&T issue. The decn- 
sion: Lie should ask L&T to call 
an extraordinary general meeting 

2 April: LIC serves notice on L&T 
to call an EGM, in a bid to remove 
chairman Dhirubhai Ambani, 
Mukesh Ambani, Anil Ambani 
and M.L. Bhakta from the L&T 
board and install their representa¬ 
tives as dircctois. 

3 April: Mukesh Ambani 
announces in New Delhi that they 
are exploring ways of challenging 
the notice, including court action 

4 April: LIC and L&T gear up for 
a proxy war The Bombay Stock 
Exchange places 1 &T shares on 
spot delivery, speculative purchase 
and sale not allowed L&T shares 
had moved up from Rs 84 to Rs 
126, earlier, spurred on by both 
institutions and Ambanis buying up 
to beef up their respective posi¬ 
tions 

12 April: LK' appoints two more 
directors on the L&T board to se¬ 
cure majority approval for the 
EGM at the next board meeting, 
tearing institutions may be out¬ 
numbered 

13 April: Controversy over LIC 
solicitors Suresh and Cyril Shroff 
being directors on the board of 
Ambani firms 

14 April: News breaks that the 
Ambanis ,ue talking with the gov- 
etnnient foi a solution. Ambanis 
insist that Dhiiubhai be telained on 
the board I \T deciilcs to have ^ 
btiard meciinu to discuss the EGM 
notice Sjifvulatloii about the 
Ambanis going m lor a long-drawn 


issue have not been met. For example, 
the whole contract between L&T and 
RPL (Reliance Petrochemicals Ltd, 
which was pledged a suppliers credit 
from L&T issue funds) has not been 
finalised. So why did the government 
give in'’” Adds Davar. “I won’t .say it’s 


court battle. 

16 April: In a surprise move, LIC 
goes to the Bombay High Court for 
directions to L&T to furnish the 
company’s .shareholding pattern, 
accounts, etc. which it claimed the 
Ambanis were refusing to give. 

18 April: L&T go to court to get 
the order modified, asking till 21 
Apiil to furnish details. Mean¬ 
while, LIC solicitors resign from 
the Ambani companies Ambanis 
approach finance minister Madhu 
Dandavate with a peace plan, will¬ 
ing to sacrifice three seats on the 
L&T board, but insist that Dhir¬ 
ubhai stays on. Formula accepted, 
but on the government’s terras. 
Dhirubhai sends in his resignation 
letter. His son Mukesh resigns as 
second-in-command l.ctters are 
forwarded to the LIC chairman 
He calls his directors around 6 pm 
and says there will be a meeting of 
the Lie board the next day at 10..10 
am 

19 April: Dhirubhai’s resignation 
placed before LIC board A two 
hour di.scussion, following which 
the LIC chairman contacts L&T 
company secretary LIC then sends 
two letters to L&'T. One informing 
the company that the EGM request 
has been withdrawn, and the other 
saying that D.N Ghosh, former 
State Bank of India chief, would be 
appointed L&T’s chairman Ghosh 
reportedly agreed after some per¬ 
suasion. 

L&T board meeting chaired by 
U.V. Rao, chief executive in Dhir- 
ubhai’s absence. But the Ambanis 
are not out, just Dhirubhai. They 
wrangle to retain four of their 
nominees on the board. Rumours 
of some Cabinet ministers helping 
along the Reliance cause. 


a sell-out, but the government’s credi¬ 
bility as far as the bureaucrats are 
concerned is at stake.” 

On the other hand, lawyer Ram 
Jethmalani who last year acted as 
counsel for a petition seeking to dis¬ 
miss the L&T issue, is curiously sub¬ 
dued. “The public mischief that the 
Ambanis did has been undone.” he 
says, “and they should not be allowed 
to reap the benefits of this mischief. 
Ambanis did a wise thing by neutralis¬ 
ing the government’s venom ” S. 
Gurumurthy, a lawyer with Indian Ex¬ 
press and a long-time Ambani baiter 
was reduced to quoting Chinese phi 
losophy. Said he. “Supreme exccll 
ence consists in breaking all the 
enemy’s resistance without fighting- 
. what the institutions achieved in 
L&T IS a victory without a fight. A 
mere threat (of an EGM) worked ” 
Bui these statements all seem a little 
empty Actually, they acknowledge 
the Ambanis' b.itlle-wise lempei.i- 
nient than a somewhat shaky Raja’s 
ire What evervonc is keeping very 
quiet about is the possibility that the 
Ambanis, as usual, woikeci wonders 
behind the scenes As soon as the 
news ol Dhirubhai’s icsignation 
broke, rumours were flying all over 
the country about how Dhirubhai’s 
panijiering ot Ch.mdra Shekhar, the 
Tail and assorted stalw'arts m the Cen¬ 
tre’s equation had helped pull ott then 
delence The Sliiv Sena, the last- 
emerging Hindu lunilamcntalisl oiga- 
nisation, which fought the recent 
Assembly elections in Maharashtra 
with an electoral alliance with the 
Bhaiativd Janata Party, puhlicdy back¬ 
ed the Ambanis As Jethmalani says, 
Dhirubhai neutralised the Raja's 
venom, so “why should the govern¬ 
ment be vindictive now''' And Guru¬ 
murthy, despite claims to victory, was 
in New Delhi a couple of days alter 
the resignation announcement, le- 
questing an appointment to Cabinet 
secielaiy VinocI Pande's durbar, an 
indication of nerves When last heard, 
his icquests for a durshan were being 
denied 

Expectedly, finance ministei 
Madhu Dandavate was besieged with 
questions about the settlement where- 
vei he went In Bombay last week, he 
came up with a relatively weak coun¬ 
terpoint ‘We have compromised in 
order not to disturb the capital mai- 
ket The Ambanis also compromised 
because no busine.ssman will take a 
short-term view of things Let’s sec- 
how things shape up, The new chair¬ 
man will have to set things right ” And 


Countdown 
t o the ouste r 

The end-game in a battle of nerves 
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when asked specifically about the 
L&T’s suppliers credit of Rs 620 
crores to RPL, the minister was even 
vaguer “The new board will take a 
view on this." said Dandavate “If 
things arc still wrong, then we will 
cro.ss the bridges when the time com¬ 
es.” As non-committal as one can be 

Besides the supplier’s - 

credit issue, there is also 
the problem of L&T being 
saddled with Rs 76 crores 
worth of RIL shares It 
could affect the company's 
bottomline as their value 
has now dropped to Rs 32 
crores The .State Bank of 
India has advised a revalua- 
tion of L&T assets And il 
the suppliers credit is not ^ r 'f 
backed by a guarantee, ' 
then L&T will be in for sc- ^ 
vere losses it RPL does not I ^ f i f [ 
mateiialise. .Says Deepak ■ ' 

Raja, who runs Bombay- I 
based Strategic Com- HBjjhJ&Mj 
munications. and is a credit 
Msk and business policy 
analyst ''L&3' \sas one o1 
the companies in decay and 
was iipe ior takeover 
when the Ambanis came in 
It was a combination of Dhirubhai’s 
fast-growth entieprencurship and 
L&T's coiporatc culture One has vet 
t(> know whethei the Ambanis are 
finally a good thing tor L& I' " But he 
adds “The Ambanis have shown a lot 
of maturitv by giving in the chair¬ 
manship and Mce-chaiimanship (of 
L&T) Then taking a soft line on the 
confrontation augurs 'veil Both the 
institutions and the Ambanis have a 
huge stake in the conipanv and neither 
can really afford to make it 
(L&Tt sick " 


T his IS pci haps the most even- 
handed point of view, but it still 
tilts towaids tacit admiration of the 
Ambanis With reason 
Their propaganda offensive 
agtiinsl the goveiiimenj for 
two weeks, running up to 
the settlement, was un- 
matched They lired the 
law back at the govern- m 
ment, claiming LlL's move 
was arbitrary The 27th and 
the 36th repott of the Com- 
mittce on Public Undertak¬ 
ings on the nomination of 
directors by FIs makes this 
evident For instance, on 


the issue ot proportional representa¬ 
tion on the board of assisted com¬ 
panies, then banking secretary (cur¬ 
rently finance secretary) Bimal Jalan 
said “As a general rule, if the institu¬ 
tions are satisfied with the perform¬ 
ance of the company, then it is not 
necessary to appoint more than two 


With the Ambani offensive matching 
the governments, there was no way 
out but with a compromise 

A suggestion a senior V.P Singh 
aide in the finance ministry vehement¬ 
ly denies “We have not compromised 
or made a deal with the Ambanis,” he 
stresses As far as the ministiy is con- 
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diieclors " In L&T. the FIs wanted 
"five directors, and not once h.id they 
complained .ihout the working of the 
company In l.iei, ‘.hev had not com 
pi-lined about anything at all Besides, 
the 26111 lepoit makes it very cleai that 
in companies m which they h.ivc less 
than .sO per cent sh.ircholdmg, F'ls 
cannot ask for pr>)p' rtional repie- 
senlation on the board In L&T, they 
hold 37 per cent As the Ambanis 
pointed out, m companies 
su'ti as Tata Steel, rLI,- 
Cl), I rC Ltd, Associated 

C’eniciit Companies and 
Mahiiidi.i & Mahindra, 
\ where FIs hold between 36 
1 an.t 47 pet cent, institution- 
g g al nominees held just two 
f seats on the lespective 

boards In L&T's case, they 
wanted five This, said the 
Ambani ni a c h me, 
amounted to a witch-hunt. 


Tlut L&T headquarters; 
centre of the storm: (Inset) 
Mukesh and Anil Ambani: 
stlii on the L&T board 


eeined, they are quite resolute about 
lompleteK removing the Ambanis 
liom L& I The appointment of 
Cihosh as conipanv chairman is cited 
as a clear pointer to the way the minis- 
ti\ intends to pioceed, and ihe run¬ 
ning ot the company will be effectively 
lemoved from Ihe Ambani influence 
The aide savs that .iftei the lesalc of 
L&'l shares to BoB Fiscal, the mer¬ 
chant tiankmg arm of Bank of Baroda, 
the Ambanis had lost the shareholding 
battle and cannot ever dream of de¬ 
feating the FIs m a show of strength. 
“We have proved to industry," says a 
semoi tinanee ministry official, "that 
we aie not going to settle scores 
through arm-twisting. At the same 
time, wc are also making it clear that 
we will not allow individuals to sub¬ 
vert the system ” 

The ministry will soon announce 
several measures to make the opeia- 
tions of financial institutions and sh.ne 
purchases more “open" The ministry 
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INTERVIEW 

'‘We are not unaware of 
the need for significant 
improvemenf’ 

West Bengal finance minister Asim Dasgupta on the 
state's economy, Haldia and Bakreshwar 


IS preparing a "takeovei code” which 
will lav down stringent conditions, a 
major provision being that all share 
purchases in excess ol two pei cent of 
a company's equity will have to he 
disclosed FIs will be made moic 
accountable and secret share transfers 
will he banned They may a! a) be 
asked to publicise major shaic deals in 
newspapers "We want to clean up the 
system we want to ensure that a 
backdoor takeover like that of L<XtT 
by the Ambanis is never possihle in 
the tulure," savs the official The 
Ambanis, he sttesses, will be made the 
example 



S. Gurumurthy 


Supreme excellence consists 
in breaking all the enemy’s 
resistance without fighting... 
what the institutions achieved 
in L&T Is a victory without a 
fight” 


I'inc. hut the l&T compromise ne¬ 
gates a lot of that single-minded blus¬ 
ter As a Bombay-based military 
historian, who declines to be identi¬ 
fied, says, Dhirubhdi's encircling of 
the government is a lot like Carthagi¬ 
nian geneial 1 lannibal's strategy in the 
battle of Cannae With a small guerril¬ 
la foiec. Hannibal allowed the centre 
of his .irnn to crumble, drawing m his 
Roman adversaries, and then laun¬ 
ched a pincei .ittack on both flanks 
And loiited the Romans Only, Dhir- 
ubhai would do well not to get over- 
conlident, the wav Hannibal did The 
genctal,pumpt(.l upby his victory, 
attempted a tool-haids assault on 
Rome, iiossing the Alps, and not 
much remained ot his army as a lesult 
To Dhirubh.ii ^ eiedii, however, no 
one has evei called him a tool • 

TtMa/Bombay with IndranU 
Banaiflm/Naw DaUtl 


The Rs 3,000 crore Haldia petroche¬ 
micals proieci, Ambanis setting up a Rs 
200 crore polyester filament yarn unit 
in Bankura, a G P Birlu group- 
prnmoted Rs 700 crore steel plant in 
Mahiii In the past lew inoiiilo. West 
Bengal lut'i heci the focus of iiuliisliiu! 
uctirilv ol a son unknown in the sliiie 
fin decades Ai the centre of tins 
ctciivilY are the siiiii s canin’ iliief 
niniister, Jsoii Basil, and his righi- 
hiind man and ecouomu polics wiin- 
cierkmd, finance minister Asini Ihis- 
giipia 'I he leiiicni Massac husseis In- 
stitiile of 1 echnologc gniduate. who 
iicc oinpiinies Busti on cifniosi all offi¬ 
cial visits and for negoiiiiiions, agreed 
to talk to Si \/ii> on vanous issues 
Excerpts from cm exclusive inlerxiew 


Siinoay: Everyone is talking of an in¬ 
dustrial resurgence in West Bengal. 
How do you envisage it? 

Asim Dasgupta: This industrial resurg¬ 
ence better be a mattei of facts rather 
than ot speculation. If you go back to 
the late Fifties, the index (for indust¬ 
rial production, with a base of JOO) 
would have a value of n.^-lZ.*!, it then 
dipped and fell to 104 in the early 
Seventies, then went up all the way to 
l.W in 1986 and is now expected to 
touch 140 in 1989 

What we need to look at is the 
rea,son for this fluctuation Without 
really going into details —by now well- 
known—one must keep in mind that 
freight equalisation as a policy was 
adopted by the central government in 
the late Fifties. This resulted in not 
only robbing West Bengal but also the 
rest of the eastern region of its natural 
locational advantages in relation to 
crucial inputs such as iron and steel 
etc 

Secondly, the credit-deposit ratios 
of commercial banks fell below 50 per 
cent a.N against around 80 per cent for 


comparable industrial states 

Thirdly, in the sphere ot direct cen¬ 
tral investment it has been ,i siory ot 
long neglect The tacts are .ill well 
known- -petrochemicals aiid electro¬ 
nics, the sectois for which we have 
been asking lor cent/al mvestmeiil. 
have been consistenilv dtnieil anv m- 
vcstmeril Howevei, m the last lew 
months thcie have been some positive 
signs and there is some mdicalii i. ol 
this so-called resurgence Ol ihe thicc 
constraints that I mentioned cailier, 
the first, freight equalisation, discus¬ 
sion IS taking place with trie ( enlre 
with full mutual understanding ot the 
problems on both sides I'his has new¬ 
er happened before Ihe cicdit de¬ 
posit ratio has increased by tive pei 
cent in recent months and with the 
anticipated participation ol tinancial 
institutions (FI) in the Haldia (pet¬ 
rochemicals) project, the lole ot FIs 
will become increasingly positive in 
the near future 

I mentioned earlier the share of 
West Bengal in central investments 
had fallen from about 12 pei cent in 
the early Seventies to six pei cent m 
recent years This, w'hile the share m 
corresponding slates moved m the 
othei direction. You may recall our 
chief minister (.lyoti Basuj had consis¬ 
tently demanded ccntial investment in 
the sphere of electronics A coneiete 
proposal for setting up a (Rs 150 
crore) telecommiimeations equipment 
factory in the joint sectoi. (promored 
by) Indian Telephone Industnes and 
the West Bengal Llectionics Indus¬ 
tries Development Corporation has 
emerged. This will have a two fold 
development—-the setting up of the 
mother complex as well as linking the 
mother unit with small scale units m 
the state 

Q: In a sense Haldia Petrochemicals 
Ltd (HPL) is a symbol of this so-called 
resurgence and yet, there was a great 
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Wast Bengal finance minister Asim Dasgupta 


deal of procrastination rcgardin}’ this 
project. 

A: The sttoy ol Hriklia is well-known 
Jl IS ii stoiy ol (Jenidl lor mote tlian .1 
decade Althoujjh some (st'rt o() 
foundation stone-laying ceicmoin was 
held a few- days belore the l.ist elec¬ 
tion. the effective elearanee and ical 
Central support has been obtaineii 
only after the new governmem came 
to power in Delhi tour months ago 
One thing must be eleaied I iom 
the very beginning the stiite goserii- 
ment has been proposing that the [no- 
|cct be conceived as an mlegraicd one, 
that IS, connecting up the mother 
naptha crackei complex with down¬ 
stream projects, currently isn in num¬ 
ber Tfie people of West Bengal will 
never forget the fact that even after a 
delay of about nine ytao when the 
project was estimated to n>st aiound 
Rs 1,328 croies with a capntitv to pro¬ 
duce 1 39 lakh tonne^ ol ethvlene, 
when It was tested to be vi.ihle h\ 
IDBI (Industrial Developmenl H.mk 
of India), even tlicn the Ceniie’s deci¬ 
sion regarding clearance was delaved. 
Now for reasons ol escalation and 
other technical considerations the cost 
has gone up to Rs 3,(KI() crorcs and the 
revised capacity is three lakh tonnes of 
ethylene production per ye.it The de¬ 
cision was taken to have Tata Tea as 
the co-promoter toi the pro|cct It has 
been decided that this will he a [oint 
sector proiect with the government of 
West Bengal holding through WBIDC 
(West Bengal Industrial Development 


Corp ) as a majority partner 2b pci 
cent of the equity, Tata Tea and 
associates 24 99 per cent of the equity, 
'lie rest to be held by financial institu¬ 
tions and the public. 

Consequently, the MOIJ (memor¬ 
andum oi understanding) was signed 
on 23 February and after that there 
was the question of restructuring the 
board On the .sth of April, R P 
Goenka handed back the shares and 
we are very grateful for the full cviop- 
eration that he has extended to us 

Q: At what stage did the question of 
reviewing the capacity arise? 

A: Minimum economic sue has never 
been an issue In fact,we had worked 
out that economic viability ol the pro¬ 
ject was feasible even at 
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Our workers in the state 
are stiU the most socially 
responsible group in the 
country and given a challenge 
they can rise to it” 


1.39 lakh tonne capacity. 
Even then, in early 1988, 
the chief minister had writ¬ 
ten to the Government of 
India that if necessary, wc 
are prepared to increase 
the size to three lakh 
tonnes 

Q: What will be the size of 
the restructured HPL 
board? Who are the mem¬ 
bers? 


A: We have roughly dc- 

! | cided that the total strength 
1 of the board will be 13 The 
L# leconstruction wiB lake 
W ^ I place in two phases In the 
- ' first phase there will be 

four representatives—the 
chief secretary (of West 
Bengal) Tarun Dutta as 
chairman of the board, the 
secretary, department of 
commerce and industry, 
the secretary, dcpaitment 
of finance, and the managing 

director of WBIDC We have in¬ 
ducted (Tata Tea chairman) Mr Dar- 
ban Seth as a director of the board 
and requested him to be deputy chair¬ 
man. Mr Seth has accepted oui prop 
osal The second phase of the recon¬ 
struction will be implemented in the 
next MX months It is expected that Di 
S, Ganguli, now at AC'C' (Associated 
Cement Companies) will join the 
board as executive vice-chairman and 
S P Bhattacharya of Tata Chemicals 
wall join as managing director of the 
company. 

i): There is a great deal of speculation 
about the allocation of downstream 
projects. .Some of the names arc 
known—R.P. Goenka. the Mittals, 
G.P. Goenka. Who is getting what? 

A; In some downsitcam projects the 
inilusinahsts mcniioncd will be in¬ 
volved in due course The areas arc 
yet to be woikcd out .Since there is a 
foreign exchange pioblem at the 
national level, we fiuve had to take 
care of ih.it by planning to expoit a 
few Items generated by the first gen¬ 
eration downstream units which would 
earn necessary foreign exchange tor 
the prviject This may be required for a 
small fraction of naptha production. 
For the second generation down¬ 
stream projects, our plan is to have 
the units set up in the small-scale sec¬ 
tor. This will be employment- 
intensive. creating jobs foi I l.ikli 
individuals. This also forges th.il ciu- 
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cial link between the mother complex 
and downstream units A new local 
entrepreneurial class is coming up in 
the state ot West Bengal and our poli¬ 
cy IS to encourage them To that 
effect, there is already land use plan¬ 
ning for small scale units to come up 
all along the way, in all the adjacent 
districts. 

Q: At what stage is the clearance fur 
Haldia? Is there any Further develop¬ 
ment regarding the issuing of the Let¬ 
ter of Intent or the clearance of the 
financial package? 

A: All the changes in the proposals 
regarding the extension and anial- 
gamaiion of the Lettei of Intent have 
moved expcditiouslv m the last lew 
months All the dilfcient stages of 
evaluation have been clcaied It is 


Q: Despite the attempt to set up an 
electronics complex in the state, major 
units are talking of putting up their 
complexes in other states. Tclerama’s 
second unit is coming up in Tamil 
I Nadu, Sonodyne Is moving to Uttar 
I Pradesh and Maharashtra, Webel- 
j Nicco, a joint .sector company is mov- 
I ing to Uttar Pradesh... 

A: I can only say that the new incen¬ 
tive schemes announced by the gov¬ 
ernment may change the tide 

Q: The 840 MW, Rs 1,000 crore Bak- 
reshwar thermal power project is 
another controversial project. Are 
there any further bottlenecks? Will the 
2000 MW Sagardighi power plant be 
executed during the Eighth Plan? 

A: The Bakieshwar powei project is a 
project which should have been 



West Bengal chief minister Jyoti Basu: keen on industry 


now awaiting the .ipjuov.il of the 
Cabinet (’ommitlec ot I conomic 
Affairs, and this is expected witliiii the 
next fortnight 

Q: The MOL with Linde AO and 
Chemtex (two of R.P. Ooenka's fore¬ 
ign collaborators for HPL) have been 
scrapped. Who arc the new technical 
collaborators? 

A: The resttiicluied ho.ird will t.ike a 
decision on these niatters vers soon 
Even decision including pioeedures 
will he m.ide eliilv piihlie and propel 
norms will be strieilv entoieed 

(J: ACC's Siibroto (iaiiguli is bi'lieied 
j to have plavcd a big role in swinging 
! the deal in lavoiir of the- I alas. F'lease 
I comment. 

j A: May 1 li.ive tin option oi not 
ailsweniii', die (juesiioii ’ 


I cleared by the e-cntr.il government 
four years .igi> and the Soviet credit 
I made available to us But that W'as 
I denied- these faets aie now well- 
known However, a vers positive de- 
selopmeni h.is taken place over the 
last (ess months The central govern- 
I meni has clearly aniiouneed its inten- 
I lion to pass on tin Sosiet credit meant 
; toi I he piojcet to tfie state A fuint 
I Cent 1 e-slate task toiee has been set 
i up lo idenlifs the items to be mvered 
iindei the Soviet ciedit The report is 
expected hv the end ol next month 

Q: Sagardighi? 

S.igaidighi IS expected to go on 
stieam duiing the Eighth Plan period 
I his will also be a state secloi project 
We are looking into the modalities of 
finantiiig this project including the 
jsossibilits of bilateral assistance 


Q: I here was also talk of liini taking 
over as chief executive of the jirpject. Is 
this going to happen ’ 

A: This should he .ipj-i.iunl m the nest 
few months 


Q: Infrastructure development seems 
to be a major bollicneck. 

A: 1 he statistics piove otherwise 
Aecoiding to the ('MTIi s (Ccntie lor 
Moiiiioi'iig Indian Economy) data on 


infrastructure for an all-India compo¬ 
site index of TOO. West Bengal’s com¬ 
posite index was 124, and Mahaiash- 
tra's 114 But that does not mean that 
we are totally unaware of the need for 
significant improvement in different 
sectors, specially power, and that is 
where the Bakreshwar pow'cr plant 
comes m 

Q: Labour forms an important consti¬ 
tuent of this industrial resurgence. 
Have they been asked to cooperate? 

A: Our workers in the state are still 
the most socially responsible grouji in ! 
the country and given a challenge lhe\ ‘ 
can rise to it. ' 

j 

Q: The National front government has 
promised to help sick units in West ; 
Bengal. What policies Jie in the ■ 
offing? 

A: This IS a heartening developmeni 
The stale government has taken a do- | 
cision to allow the sale of suipliis land 
and plough back the resultant jmo- | 
eeeds as investment lor the leviv tl of 
sick and dosed units In this dini.ile. 
the state government has announced 
attractive iiitentive schemes t()i new ^ 
units as well as loi the rtvn al ot closed | 
units 

Q: What policies have been formulated i 
to encourage new units to come up? 

A: To encourage new units to come 
up. we have announced a sales l.ix ’ 
holiday for 3-.S yc.ais, an investment j 
subsidy varying fiom 15 to ,50 pei cent 
of the project cost. We aie even gr.mt- 
mg an investment subsidy toi new in- ' 
vestment in dosed and sick units We ! 
arc also encouraging workers to pai- j 
ticipatc in equity shaies m industrial | 
cooperatives run by the workeis them- | 

selves I 

( 

0: A well-known industrialist re- j 
marked a few months ago, in pre- I 
Haldia days, that neither the politi- i 
cians nor the bureaucrats of West Ben- ! 
gal are enthusiastic about indus¬ 
trialisation in the state. Please cum- | 
ment. 

A: Anyone w-ho has heard the chiel ! 
minister's speech when he was inau- | 
giirating the Salt Lake electronics j 
complex three years ago cannot but | 
believe in the inherent enthusiasm foi i 
mduMnalisation in the stale by the i 
political leadership At every chamber ! 
of commerce meeting, e\erv mass I 
meeting he has reiterated the same j 
theme • | 

Interviewed by Debjanl Slnha/Cahutta j 
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BUSINESS PiARYt^ 






■ End of an era 


W ith thf tornial split 
of the DCM gimip 
aniHtunced by the Delhi 
High ('I'urt. It biiiigs t(i 
I an end lamily infighting in 
one of India's top 
industrial houses Aflei 
years ot cold-shouldering 
each other, Vinay Bharat 
Ram. l.ala Bansi Dhar 
I and Siddharth 
I Shriram—the chiefs of the 
I three new factions ol the 
j D( M lamilv —got 
I togethei foi a press 
1 conkicnce in [felhi 
; While that is .in event in 
I iisell, loipoiatc watchers 
J .lie keeiici on how gioup 
! eomp.inics will now be 
; h.indled \ ina\ keeiis 
If( M's Baia IImdu R.io 
I complex piime leal 
esiale which can lin.ince 
hr c xpaiision plans leu 
I xe.tis in hi tech aicMS 
I I’ltis I)C \1 Dat.i Pioclucts 
■ .iiulDt MToyol.i which 
I are both due .i t.ieehti 
I Siddharlli, lor his [lart, 
j Will expand his branch's 
i i iiiiiispun and sugar 
j businesses B.insi Dh.ii 
I will locus on 
fei lilisei— model nising 
the l.imih,'s Kot.i 
plant - cind cciiic nt 
besides ke eping the 
I lincloii Kivc I Mills 
Business l.iinily splits 
I ha\e in leeent years 
I serxed to infuse 
dynamism mo groups the 
Bn liis are a prime 
example 'fhc DCM split 
I can only help texilahse .1 
j struggling house 
I 

Now what? 

I t looks like K P 
IJniknshnan versus 
Sam Pitroda. round l.‘> (or 
IS it 1(X)?) in a fight to the 
finish There is talk now 
ot Indian Telephone 
Industries Ltd I I Tl) 
providing telephone 
exchange technology to 
buyers, with the UB 
Group’s Unitel Ltd being 
the first one. This is 
significant, as 



1 

1 

lifio x:;! 

for a iuToJect, don*t go to 
tliie ifliumce ministry. Try 
|>4Thackeray.^* 


A t&p Bombay mdmtrialist, after 
the Shiv Sena went public with its 
Rdiance defence 




Sam Pitroda 



K.P. Uimlkriahnan 


ci'nimunications minister 
I'inkiishnan's hatchet 
man, K P P Nambiar, 
carlici I an ITL and he 
chums that Pitroda with 
his C entic tor 
Development ol 
1 clem,dies (t - DoT), 
downplayed I ri's 
potential to serxe his own 
switching system dreams 
I he poiiil th.it the 
anti-I’itroda camp is 
making is that 111 h.ts the 
technology, while 
C - Do'I is w.iv behind in 
its schedule loi providing 
automatic exchanges .ill 


oxer the country Phey 
may have a point—even 
Pitroda finds it difficult to 
detend C -DoT's 
non-dcliverance But 
w'hat clouds the 171 
assertion is that anv 
anti-Pitroda move is seen 
as a witch-hunt, based 
moic on political inteiest 
than fact And a section 
ot the government's 
advise to Pitroda seems to 
be.ir that out lie low, till 
trouble blows over And 
then Pitroda can go back 
to his claim of being 
India's telecom messiah 


POLITICIAN OF THE WEEK 


Madhu Dandavate 

Union minister of finance 


•The professor has a problem, besides 
crumblii’g finances and promises It has to 
do with defending the indefensible, telling 
the world that the Larsen & Toubro (L&T) 
compromise was not a compromise He 
spent all of last week saying things such as 

_ “this 15 not the end” and “sec what happens 

in the future," claiming that Dhirubhai Ambani is out of 
L&T—and favours—forever Nobody is buying that line 
The 'me they arc is that the professor is defending his 
Raja. 



■ The final 
conflict 

T he Pepsi saga has 
become tiresome, 
despite Its being one ol 
the most colourtul policy 
battles in recent years It 
now .ippc.iis that fervent 
opponent Rainesh 
C haiihan, chief of the 
Parle group ot companies, 
c.innol keep up Ins 
.issault. xvith a litile help 
from politicians, against 
the I >S food and beverage 
companv’s cola launch in 
India Pepsi Poods 1 'd, 
the venture between 
PepsiCo Inc .Volta' ' td 
and Puniab Agro 
Industries Coip , has 
receixcd the 
g( ixernmcnt's final 
clearance, and its 
soft-drmk offering, 
l.eher-Pepsi, is expected 
to hit the market m 
mid-May Fxarlier. Pepsi 
officials were panicky 



Ramesh Chauhan: baatan 
back for s(K>d? 

about not being able to 
meet the peak summer 

deadline, a time when 
soft-drink manufacturers 
record maximum sales, 
thanks to intense lobbying 
by Chauhan Could it be 
that George Fernandes is 
losing his touch and 
industry minister Ajit 
Singh IS getting better at 
his act—free-tor-all 
foreign investment'’ 
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The politics of crime 

It contributes to the insecurity of the average Ulhasnagar resident 


I t is known as counterfeit coun¬ 
try. The tag 'Made in USA' may 
have prestige value for the unin¬ 
itiated buyer who is looking for 
a bargain m the flea markets of 
Bombay, but wiser counsel has it that 
a bargain is only as good as its imita¬ 
tion. And when it comes to the ersatz, 
the Ulhasnagar Sindhis’ Association 
(or USA), IS unbeatable. Once a re¬ 
fugee transit camp. Ulhasnagar has 
today grown into a bustling township 
with a population of nearly five lakhs. 
It has spawned an entire counterfeit 
industry that has the dubious distinc¬ 
tion of violating every patent law in 
the book. Cartier sunglasses, (iucci 
accessones, Piaget watches, Christian 
Dior ties. Coke tins, Chanel per¬ 
fumes The list IS endless. 

But along with me 
township's notoriety for its 
unique counterfeit culture, 
Ulhasnagar was fast gaining 
an unsavouiy reputation of 
yet another kind As Bom¬ 
bay's suburbia spread to 
Thane and beyond, includ¬ 
ing in its dragnet Ulhasna¬ 
gar, there was the influx ol 
the property devciopcis 
and, once the legitimate 
means of acquiring ical 
estate were exhausted, ii 
was down to foul means Land¬ 
grabbing had become a way of life in 
the township. So much so that, there 
were extortion squads who at the 
property developers' bidding flexed 
their muscles, extorted money and un¬ 
leashed lerrot on the unsuspecting 
people of the township As their aieas 
of influence increased, the builders 
lobby began to make its piesence felt 
in the municipal council too 

For the land sharks, who openly 
indulged in terror tactics and deployed 
their goon-squads at the slightest pro¬ 
vocation, poliiaal sanction was the 
next step to unlimited power, and in 
this quest, Lllhasnagar was turned into 
gangsteiland. I'odav, shoot-outs and 
slain bodies aie as comnivin in the 
streets of I'lh.isnagai as cow-boys and 
Clint Eastwood are to any self- 
respecting western 



But the trend was first noticed with 
the rise of Suresh, alias Pappu Kalani, 
a distillery owner, in the political are¬ 
na With his string of restaurants, 
hotels, distilleries and buildings in the 
township, Kalani was not short of 
either money oi muscle power But 
political power eluded him This he 
tried to acquire by making Ins bid for 
the presidentship of the Ulhasnagar 
Municipal Council (UMC) His quest 
had a typically bloody beginning the 
council elections in June lyH.'i had to 
be postponed following the murder of 
a Shiv sainik After the elections it is 
alleged that Kalani kidnapped some ol 
the councillors to his distillery at Igal 
pun and foiced them to elect him as 
president. 


K alani, howevci, had 
contended without 
Gop(chand Bahram, who 
like the formei, is a Con¬ 
gressman and has hankcied 
after the piesidentship 


of the UMC Ihc two rivals 
clashed time and again on a variety of 
issues, and Bahiani enlisted the help 
ol yet another of Kalani's toes, a local 
builder, Gopal Ra)wani The rivalry 
between Rajwani and Kalani dated 
back to 1984, when a )ournalist, A V 
Narayan, who worked for the Blitz 
besides editing Sahakar Sundesh. a 
local daily brought out by Pappu Kala¬ 
ni was found murdeicd Naiay.ni is 
believed to have exposed Kaiwum's 
shady deals, and the stoiy goes that in 
a fit ot pique. Rajwani had the |oiii- 
nahst eliminated His henchmen wcic 
arrested but later let off on bail 
With Bahiani and Ra)w.ini joirimg 
hands, the powci eqmitions in the 
township began to change Kalani had 
managed to sideline Bahrain in his 
political battle But the Bahiam- 
Ra|wani duo, with thew cvtoilion 
squads, had established themselves as 
the undisputed kings ot gangstcrland 
Rajwani had come into his own as a 
political leader when he was installed 


BJP members protesting against the rising crime rate in 
Ulhasnagar: politicising the murder; (inset) Pappu Kalani: not short 
of money or muscle power 
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as chief of the local Agri Sena in 1988. 
And Bahrani was assured by the 
Mahaiaslitra Pradesh Congress Com¬ 
mittee (MPCC) that he would share 
the presidentship of the IJMC with 
Kalani. The arrangement was that 
Kalani would give up his seat after a 
two-and-a-halt year tenure in favour 
of Bahrani. But Kalani defaulted and 
come January 1989, fresh manipula¬ 
tions ensured that Kalani hung on to 
the UMC presidentship 

It was then that a series of attacks 
were launched on Rajwani (no prizes 
tor guessing who was behind them) 
Says Sitaldas Harchandani, the Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) MLA who 
was deleated by the Congress' Pappu 
Kalani in the recent Assembly elec¬ 
tions “It’s amazing how Ra|wani has 
survived all those attempts on his life 
At least thrice, bullets weie pumped 
into his body and he’s managed to 

^bounce back ” 

~ Not only ilid he bounce back but he 
also hit out Kalani s uncle, 
Dunichand, was the target and hts 
henchman Ramesh Hemdev, alias 
Lalubhai, made no mistakes But alter 
the 8 Apiil, l't89,muideious assault on 
Dunichand. Lalubliiii teas gunned 
down in a gangland-style shoot-out at 
Bombay's Sun n’ Sand hotel in August 
last yeai Tven as the shoot-outs and 
the vendetta murders continued im 
abated, Kalani went on to win the 
Assembly election in February 1990 



Ittook the 
gruesome 
murder of the 
15-year>old 
Rinku Patil to 
raise the 
citizenry in 
protest 
against the 
"deteriorating 
law and order 
situation” 


Crime rate in Ulhasnagar 
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Held undm NSA 


In tact, on the day ot the elections, 27 
Februai v^Bahram’s nephew, Ghan- 
shyam Bmtija, was gunned down 

B ut It took the gruesome murder of 
a 15-year-old schoolgirl, Rinku 
Patil, on M) March by her alleged lov¬ 
er, Harish Patel to raise the conscious¬ 
ness of the citizenry to protest 
against the “deteriorating law and 
order situation ”. liandhs and rallies 
were organised by every political party 
and for two consecutive days pande¬ 
monium reigned in the Assembly as 
politicians extracted the maximum 
possible mileage from the tragic epi¬ 
sode The police, in particular came in 
tor some verbal batteimg too Said 
Harchandani “The police arc so busy 
; protecting Kalani and Rafwani that 
i they don’t have the time to do the 
I routine policing jobs ” 'I’he BJP orga- 
I nised a rally in Ulhasnagar berating 
^ the police for its shoddy work and put 
! up a scoreboard ol the number ot mur¬ 
ders committed during the last 
I month “Thiiteen attempts to murder 
in 40 days, out of which eight cases 
i proved to be fatal,” pointed out Har- 
I chandam, as he castigated the police 
for failing to check the ever-rising 
crime rate However, police commis- 
' sioner. R D. Tyagi, who is lesponsible 
foi the Thane commissionerate under 
which Ulhasnagii falls, argues, 

' “As pei the statistics, there hasn’t 
been a spurt in crime either in the 
; Thane commissionerate as a whole or 
; in Ulhasnagai.” but he admits that 
“between 25 February and .10 March 
; there were five murders in quick suc- 
: cession and this has added to the sense 
of insecurity among the people”- 
Among these, says Tyagi, “Ghan- 
shyarn Bhatija's and Shyam Jadia’s 
murders had some political overtones. 


but it was the Rinku Patil murder that 
sent shockwaves among the people” 

Agrees minister ot state for home, 
Arun Mehta, "It’s really unfortunate 
that the Rinku Paid murder hap¬ 
pened. Not only was it terribly tragic 
but It has marginalised all the good 
work that commissioner Tyagi and de¬ 
puty police commissioner (DCP) Y C'. 
Pawar have been doing ” 

According to Mehta, the problem i 
lies in the fact that gangsterism in ; 
Ulhasnagar is very different from that ' 
in Bombay There it is related to the ! 
whole business of land-grabbing, illeg- ! 
al constructions, erection of buildings \ 
much beyond the FSI specifications, ! 
etc. And as Pramod Navalkar, MIX’ 
of the Shiv Sena said on the floor of 
the Assembly “Ulhasnagar has 
become the departmental stoic ot 
Clime” And later to Si .nuas . Naval¬ 
kar elaborated "Ulhasnagar has be¬ 
come a den of criminals Every crime 
in the book is flourishing there, 
whether it’s prostitution rackets, 
smuggling, thefts or muidcrs ” But he 
also feels that the criminal-police 
nexus IS what is ruining the township. 

Meanwhile, the police force in 
Ulhasnagar is being beefed up, Vasant 
Saraf, director-general of police 
pointed out that Ulhasnagar will now 
have one more assistant commissiner 
of police, more vehicles, wireless sets 
for better patrolling. “The jurisdiction 
of the Thane commissionerate is quite 
huge and includes urban as well as 
rural areas, which becomes a ver^i dif¬ 
ficult beat to tackle.” Saraf explained. 

And so, despite their good inten¬ 
tions, Ulhasnagar, counterfeit- 
country-tumed-gangsterland .will con¬ 
tinue to be a land where even angels 
fear to tcead. • | 
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The burning train 


More than 70 people are killed in a disaster 



BIHAR 


J-'or Mithlesh Kumar 
Singh and his witc, 
I! s h a , It was a 
routine tram lourney 
from Patna Saheb 
station to their places 
of work Little liiil 
they know that then 

mmmmmmmmmmmm |OUineV Oil the 

Mokameh-Danapul shuttle on 16 
Apnl would be then last tide together 
When the couple boarded the tram, 
they noticed an oxy-acetylenc cylinder 
being loaded inside then compart¬ 
ment Since gas cvhnders and other 
inflammable goods are often carried 
on passengei trains in Hihai. nobody 
protested 

All was well till the tiain moved out 
of the next station, Gulzarhagh. 
According to some reports, by then 
the cylinder was alieady leaking, and 
when someone lit a cigarette, the 
coach buist into Oames The lire was 
so intense that nobody got chance to 
escape The despeiate passengers 
tiled to stop the tiam by pulling the 
alarm chain But it did not help 
because the system had been discon- 
netted by the lailway authorities to 
present Its misuse by the daily passen¬ 
gers I hose travelling on the root ol 
the tiam and standing by the doors 
m.inaged to pimp off A shattered 
Mahesh Thakur who vainly tried to 
save a young boy, is still haunted by 
Ins cries "(hnlc rnuihc haihalo" 

'I he burning train kept moving 'I'he 
villagers living by the side of the rail 
Hacks tried their best to attract the 
engine drivei’s attention, but to 
no avail By some stroke 
ot luck the tram halted 
|ust befc're the Rajen- 
dranagar station, four 
kms east oi Patna lunc- 
tion \'icly,i Prasad 
Singh, the engine driver. 
mainiains that he stop- 
[led the tiain alter get¬ 
ting a signal trom a gate- 
man and then sent one 
ot his colleague'' to alert 
the Rajendranagar sta 
tion, while he himself 
went to detach the rest 
of the coaches from the 


The 

incident 
brings into 
sharp focus 
the apathy 
of the 
railway 
authorities 


one that was burning Others have 
said that the tram stopped only aftci 
the vaccum hose was severed 

But by the time the tram stopped, 
men-, women and children were en¬ 
gulfed by the ravaging fire Mithlesh 
Kuinai Singh was one ot the tew who 
managed to get out ot the yoach with 
third-degree burns Said hei'“l ber’ame 
unconscious after I fell down 1 h.ivc 
no idea what happened to Usha " 
Aflei half an hour, tire brigade per¬ 
sonnel put out the flames 

The news of the mishap spretid like 
wildtiie m the neighbourhood C hief 
minister Laloo P Yadav and.lana- 
ta Dal MP Nilish Kumar rushed to the 
spot along with otiicials ol the Castern 
Railways and the district administra¬ 
tion The two mapir hospitals--Patna 
Medical College Hospital and Nalan- 
da Medical had a trying time coping 
with the j large numbei of casualties 
Railway minister George Fernandes 
too. rushed to Patna m a special 
aircraft He announced free medical 
facilities for the injured and a com¬ 
pensation of Rs two lakhs foi the next 
of kin ol the dead The mimstei also 
ordered a judicial inquiry into the 
incident State health minister Raghu- 
nath Jha announced tfiat a sum of Rs 
.S(),(K)() would be sanctioned for the 
purchase of medicines But soon after 
the VIPs left Patna, the scenario 
changed completely Concern gave 
way to indifference On the morning 
ot 17 April, Mithlesh Kumar Singh 
and Mahesh Lai Sharma died tor want 
of oxygen While the railway officials 
and the hospital authorities traded 
charges at each other, 
the condition of many 
others rapidly deterio¬ 
rated Four days after 
the ordeal, the death toll 
was as high as 70. with 
only 65 bodies having 
been identified. In the 
morgue where the 
bodies were kept, peo¬ 
ple shouted and cried 
for their relatives, and 
as long as the bodies 
were not identified, 
hope was never given 
up 


Hn 



The incident brings into sharp focus 
the apathy of the railway 
authorities towards the daily commu¬ 
ters There arc no local tram services 
and there is only one shuttle from 
Mokameh to Buxar via Patna 
which IS u.sed by both office-goers and 
vendors On the day of the accident, 
the doors of the ill-fated coach were 
blocked by baskets of vegetables and 
milk cans 

Whenevei there is a demand for 
more trains on this route, railway au¬ 
thorities plead helplessness on 
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account of the heavy traffic on this 
route A day after the incident, com¬ 
muters threw away baskets and cans 
which were loaded on trains by ven¬ 
dors Passengers are now demanding a 
luggage van but it is doubtful whether 
their wishes will be fulfilled Many are 
now wondering if the alarm chain will 
ever function again. 



(Abovs) Tbs charrad rMnahis of llw 
oompartmontioMof tho Injtirwi 
imdofgoing treatmont in hoiHiKal: 
victini of apathy 

Who exactly loaded the cylinder in 
the compartment is not known. 
While no one has claimed the ill-fated 
gas cylinder, it is believed that it 
belonged to the railway authorities 
themselves. George Fernandes, 
however, has declared that nothing 
will be revealed until the enquiries are 
over, a 

JaMmtkmrOuptm/Pttna 


Friends no longer 


Simranjeet Singh Mann and Ram Jethmalani fall out 
over the former's demand for a plebiscite in Punjab 


By now, Simranieet 
Singh Mann has be¬ 
come accustomed to 
receiving hate mail 
One letter that 
reached him in 
Amritsar read. “You 
DELHI have made youiself 
tmmmmmmmmmmm seem ridiCUloUS You 
will be dismissed by everyone there a*- 
another crank ” Towards the end, the 
letter was even more accusing: 
“You have done nothing 
less then stabbing me 
right in my heart. The 
wounds you have caused 
will never heal ” 

But what the Akali 
leader must have found 
hard to believe is that 
such a fierce attack 
could ever come from 
Ram Jethmalani, the 
iawyer-politician who 
has been his ardent sup¬ 
porter for five long 
years. Moreover, he had 
not expected that Jeth¬ 
malani would make his 
anger public by releas¬ 
ing the letter to the 
press When Mann was 
in Bhagalpur Jail, Jeth¬ 
malani volunteered to 
take up his brief free of 
cost. Once Mann was 
released, thanks to a 
directive from Rajiv 
Gandhi, Jethmalani 
flooded the press with 
statements that Mann 
held the key to peace in 
Punjab and that he was the only 
answei for a stable leadership in the 
state 

So, what went wrongThe immedi¬ 
ate provovation mat drew Jethmala- 
m’s ire was Ma.in’s demand tor a 
plebiscite, with United Nations 
observers, in Punjab. The appeal was 
made in Damdama Sahib on the occa¬ 
sion of Baisakhi—the very day Prime 
Minister V.P Singh was in Amritsar 
making an oft-heard speech about 
peace and secularism 
Jethmalani later admitted to Sun¬ 
day that Mann’s suggestion for a 


direct vote was the last straw for him. 
He fumed, "1 would he putting it 
mildly if 1 say Mann has become a 
little unbalanced Only 24 houis ear¬ 
lier he made a sane speech at the 
National Integration Council Then 
what happened'* Mann has no idea 
about the functioning of the UN The 
UN IS not a human rights organisation 
as he thinks Mann thinks that the 
government is leihaigic, but how can 
he expect the goveinment to nuv “ at 
his pace*" 

On the other hand, by 
making such statements 
Jethmalani could well be 
giving his own game 
away Though he denies 
It, there aie rumours 
that the lawyer was 
under considerable 
pressure from the Janata 
Dal leadership to dis¬ 
tance himself from 
Mann According to one 
view. It was no coinci¬ 
dence that Jethmalam's 
letter was written on the 
eve of V P, Singh’s 
Cabinet reshuffle The 
government was now 
slowly switching options 
in favour of the moder¬ 
ate leadership of Badal 
and therefore, was un¬ 
comfortable with the 
backing given by Jeth- 
malani to Mann's 
coterie 

Even before the kir- 
pun controversy had 
had died down, Mann found himself 
caught in another unseemly con¬ 
troversy. Curiously, there was no ex¬ 
planation on how or why he wanted 
the plebicite Instead, his supporters 
tried to make out that Mann had never 
used the word ‘plebliscite’ and that 
there had been some misinterpreta¬ 
tion by his followers after Mann’s 
press conference at Talwandi Sabo, in 
Bhatinda. By offering no explanation, 
Mann has only strengthened the belief 
that, today he stands for only one 
thing in Punjab; confusion. • 
RUuSmln/NmwDalM 
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Loan ranger 


The economy flounders as chief minister 
Patwa struggles to write off farmers' debts 


For chief minister 
Sunder Lai Patwa the 
time has conic to ful¬ 
fil his promises Be¬ 
fore the Assembly 
elections in Febru- 
MAOHYA ary. the Bharatiya 

PRADESH Janata Party (BJP) 

had promised the 
state’s farmers that it would write off 
agricultural loans to the tune of Rs 
10,000 each and the BJP 
government is now trying to honour 
that pledge. But it has discovered that 
waiving farm loans is easier said than 
done. 

The state’s finance minister. 


Ramhit Gupta, is presently engaged in 
a hard exercise to mobilise funds from 
various departments to enable the 
government to wnte off the loans To 
raise about Rs 150 crorcs that the gov¬ 
ernment will need to fulfil its promise, 
the finance minister has issued a 
blanket ban on all departmental pay¬ 
ments except those needed for meet¬ 
ing establishment and emergency ex¬ 
penses This has virtuallv halted all 
developmental work and has applied 
the brakes on the state’s economy 


But a piquant situation has de¬ 
veloped as thedisbursemcnt of 
loans to farmers before the khatif sea¬ 
son was to have begun by 1 April, but 
managers of several cooperative banks 
told Sunday that they have received 
no -instructions yet to that effect 
Another difficulty faced by them is 
that all district central cooperative 
banks and district land development 
banks have become defaulters under 
the cooperative rules as they have 
failed to recover 40 per cent of the 
loans advanced by them In the 1988- 
89 period they got back only about Rs 
54 50 crores out of a total advance of 
Rs 400.60 crores, and in the 1989-90 
period, which ended 
on 1 March, the banks 
managed to recover only 
a paltry Rs 14 26 crorcs 
against advances 
amounting to a whop¬ 
ping Rs 532 67 crores 
According to Radhe 
Shyam Sharma, piesi- 
dent, Madhya Pradesh 
Land Development 
Bank, all district central 
cooperative banks and 
land development banks 
have become defaulters 
and so have lakhs of fai- 
iners Under the tulcs of 
the National Apex Bank 
for Agricultui al and Ru¬ 
ral Development 
(NABARD), the coop¬ 
erative banks will not be 
entitled to fresh loans 
till they pay back 40 per 
cent of the loans they 
had taken from the apex 
body. 

Both Sharma and Subhas Yadav, 
president, Madhya Pradesh State 
Cooperative Bank, have written to 
chief minister Patwa demanding a long 
term loan of Rs 80 crores for the coop¬ 
erative banks and have requested him 
to get the NABARD rule relaxed But 
It will be quite a while before that is 
done, and, in the meantime, the kharif 
crops stand to suffer, as the farmers 
are not getting the loans they urgently 
need • 

M. V. Kh»r/ Raipur 


Flaming 

Towers 


Fire breaks out in the new 
Oberoi hotel in Bombay 

It was every hote¬ 
lier’s nightmare come 
true—a conflagration 
in his prized proper¬ 
ty Late on the night 
of 12 April, the glitzy 
35-storey Oberoi 
MAHARASHTRA Towers building 
mmmmmmmmmmmm caught file Con¬ 
sidering Its sheer si/e- -the old build¬ 
ing has 1,050 rooms, whi'c the new 
21-storcy hotel has 350 looms—the 
tact that there were no casualties, is a 
sheer miracle A major tragedy was 
averted not because of luck, but due 
to “the excellent training that we give 
our staff”, says Niloufer Billimoria, 
the official spokesperson for Oberoi 
Towers 

Though the exact location of the fire 
IS not known, reportssaid it 
started in the kitchen at the basement 
have now been ruled out It is now 
believed that it started in the lower 
lobby level which houses the Kashmiri 
carpet shops and leathei boutiques It 
then spiead to the reception at the 
lobby level 

This is not the first time that a major 
fire has broken out in a hotel in In 'la 
On 22 January, 1986, a fire al Dellii s 
Hotel Siddharth claimed 34 lives 
Compared to this, the Oberoi Towers 
appears to have come off quite lightly, 
Howevei, there has been criticism that 
the guests were not told about the fire 
even an hour after it had bioken out. 
But Billimona says that all the guests 
were informed through the public 
addre.ss system The hotel, she says, 
was adequately equipped with heat 
and smoke detectors, extinguishers 
and fire alarms. Even so, the fire 
spread and the smoke passed through 
the air-conditioning ducts and reached 
the rooms. Most of the guests at the 
hotel complained of the dense smoke 
which made running away difficult It 
was the prompt action on the part of 
the firemen and the hotel staff which 
helped the guests to leave the hotel 
premise.s • 

Oga TeMa/Bombay 
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The holy yatra 


The VHP launches a mass contact programme to 
explain its stand 


The rnuch-trutnpetei.i i 
dhanna ja^ran yatra 
(religious awakening 
tout) organised by 
the Vishwa Hindu 
Panshad (VHP) be- 
IH'IAK ^ whimper 

PHADKSfl ("1 K’ April. Accord- 
mmmmmmmmmmmmi lllg tO repOltS. OVCT 
l.-SOO volunteers were expected to 
congregate Irom different parts ol 
I'ttar Pradesh, but the turnout was a 
poor 500 However, this did not dam- 
^ pen the spirit ot the organisers the 
speeches delivered from the podium 
were marked by iamiliar stridency and 
combdtiveness The following morn¬ 
ing, a convoy of 30 vehicles left for 
Vai.masi, the next stop on the VHP’s 
itiiieiary, before proceeding to Chilra- 
koot, Kanpur and Agra 
The yatra was to cul¬ 
minate at Mathura in a 
jiublic rally on 21 Apnl 
While Varanasi and 
Mathura were cho.sen 
because the VHP has 
vowed to “libelate" 
both the Kashi Vish- 
wanath temple and the 
Krishna Janmabhoomi 
in these places, Chitra- 
koot was selected be¬ 
cause It has a geog- 
4 . laphical association with 
the Ramayan. The other 


j towns, explain VHP leaders, 
happen to be the most important cities 
on the VHP's route. 

Mahant Avaidyanath, MP from 
Gorakhpur and president of the Ram- 
janmabhoomi Mukti Yagya Samiti, 
told Sunday that the mam objective 
of the programme iVas “to clear cer¬ 
tain misconceptions that have been ex¬ 
isting in the minds of the Hindus after 
we decided to postpone the construc¬ 
tion of the Ram temple by four 
months”. He specifically referred to 
the quibbling among the oiganisa- 
tion’s leaders about the manner in 
which the crores of rupees that poured 
in for the Ram Shila pu/as last year 
were spent Many, m fact, questioned 
the need to spend Rs 1 63 crores on 
the pujas and the shUanyoi out of the 
the Rs S 29 crores 
that were raised. Added 
to this were the allega¬ 
tions that the VHP was 
being generously aided 
by 'oreign patrons 
Avaidyanath, however, 
denied these charges. 

The other “miscon¬ 
ception" the VHP 
sought to clear in the 
course of its yatra was 
that It had not “com¬ 
promised in any way 
with the Janata Dal gov¬ 
ernment” by deferring 


the construction of the 
temple. Appropriately, 
analogies were drawn 
from the Ramayan to 
press home this point. 
Mahant Nntya Gopal 
Das of the Mukti Samiti 
thundered; “Even Ram 
gave Ravan time to re¬ 
turn Sita after she was 
abducted Similarly, we 
have given time to the 
Janata Dal. After all, re¬ 
member, even the Con¬ 
gress hadn’t done any¬ 
thing about this for 40 
yeais.” And then he 
came to the crux of the 
matter- “But Ravan did 
nothing with the tune 
given to him ThegC’wrn- 
ment too has done nothing so far. 
Instead, Muslims are being pampered 
in every way If we are not allowed to 
construct the temple on 8 June (the 
deadline set by the VHP) we will bring 
down the government just like we 
brought down the Congress ” 

But with talk of a war with Pakistan, 
will they go back on their decision? 
“We will do so only if India unequivo¬ 
cally declares war on Pakistan," says 
Avaidyanath, adding that the “Punjab 
and Kashmir problems will always re¬ 
main. The root of this is Section 370 in 
Kashmir because its special status has ! 
given rise to secessionist movements 
in Punjab and paits of the noith-east 
as well” The solution to the problem 
posed by the militants lies m “bom¬ 
barding all the training camps", says 
the religious leader 

An interesting fallout of this de¬ 
velopment IS the slow ascendance of 
Swami Swaroopanand, the Shank- 
aracharya of Dwarkajiceth This reli¬ 
gious head, who has resolved to hold 
afresh the shilanya<, inside the dis¬ 
puted area "with the support of Mus¬ 
lims” on 7 May, was dismissed as a 
Congressfl) stooge But ever since he 
camped in Ayodeya last month for 
about ten days, he is said to have won 
the support of a number of prominent 
mahants and sants Avaidyanath and 
Gopal Das predictably dismissed him 
as a “non-entuy” The former said, “It 
IS the old habit of Hindus to fight one 
another ’’ The Shankaracharya’s fol¬ 
lowers m Ayodhya, have, of course, 
not yet worked out the logistics of 
holding the shilanyas inside the dis¬ 
puted site. All they said was that if the 
government tried to prevent them 
they would simply court arrest. • 

JVadMfca Rammaeahan/Lucknow 



The VHP 
says that it 
has not 
compromis¬ 
ed with 
the Janata 
Dai 

government 





Intruders in the east 


Burmese soldiers cross the border while pursuing 
Chin rebels 


The violation of the 
Indian border by 
foreign troops is not 
confined to Kashmir 
alone. Adding to the 
worry of the South 
Block, Burma has 
MIZORAM mas.sed up its regu- 
mmmmmmmmmmm lars near the Tiddim 
sector of its border with east Mizoram 
At least three times in the past four 
weeks, the Burmese forces crossed the 
border and intruded into villages near 
the sub-divisional town of Champai, in 
Mizoram. 

During one such foray, the Burmese 
troops abducted 108 people from the 
the border village of Lawnuum (1 hey 
were let off the next day) It was fol¬ 
lowed up by another raid on Tlangsam 
village, situated three kilometres in¬ 
side Indian territory and injured a 
fleeing villager in the process 


Though the Burmese authorities 
from Tiddim, which is located in the 
disturbed C'hin hill state of west Bur¬ 
ma, have assured the SDO (subdi- 
visional officer) of Champai at a flag- 
meeting in early April that the border 
violations were not wilful, the Mizor¬ 
am government is not taking any 
chances The state home minister, 
C L Riiala, told Sunday, “Wc have 
moved the Assam Rifles in full battle 
gear to the border aieas, ns we cannot 
afford to tinker with the safety of our 
people living along the border " 

The msurgenev of the Chin separat¬ 
ists in Burma has given a new dimen¬ 
sion to the border transgressions 
Hideouts of the tnsuigents have 


sprung up inside Mizoram. It is no' 
secret that the V P Singh regime (as 
was Rajiv Gandhi’s government ear¬ 
lier) IS soft towards the Chin rebels as 
they are known to be pro-India and 
have links with the pro-democracy 
forces in Burma The Chins have 
ethnic kinship with the Mizo tribes, 
and at least three guernlla bands ac¬ 
tive in the Chin state have vowed to 
join India after carving out an inde¬ 
pendent s'ate from Burma. 

Indian intelligence sources say that 
of late there has been a sudden spurt 
in insurgent activities in Burma, and 
explain why the Chin state has 
become restive The resurgence in vio¬ 
lence IS linked with the groundswell of 
opposition to the proposed 27 May 
general elections in Burma, 
announced by the militarv regime of 
Gen Saw Mawng 

Congress (I) leaders in 
Mizoram, however, are 
not much enthusiastic 
about this revolt by their 
kinsfolk in the neigh¬ 
bouring Chin state 
They fear that the separ¬ 
atist upheavals by the 
Chin Hills IS likely to be 
exploited by the opposi¬ 
tion Democratic Party 
(DP), whose leadeis, in¬ 
cluding former chief 
minister Brig Sailo, are 
trying to build up .i 
movement for the amal¬ 
gamation of the adjoin¬ 
ing Mizo areas 
of Burma, Bangladesh and India 
under a single administrative roof 
within the Indian Union. 

New Delhi is clearly in a dilemma. 
While It IS understandably reluctant to 
provide sanctuary to the Chin separat¬ 
ists in Mizoram, it simply cannot force 
the Burmese refugees, mostly stu¬ 
dents, to leave the Champai camp, as 
they are the victims of army persecu¬ 
tion. The Champai shelter was opened 
m the winter of 1988 and if some stu¬ 
dents double as insurgents or provide 
shelters to the guerrillas on the re¬ 
treat, there is nothing the Centre can 
do but look the other way. • 

Santanu Ghoah/Alzami, 


The great 
divide 

Communal feelings 
harden following 
recurring clashes 

It only needed a 
spark to ignite the 
charged atmosphere. 
And It was provided 
on 29 March by the 
murder of Girish 
Patel, president of 

GliJAHAT the Vishwa Hindu 

' Parishad (VHP) in 

broad daylight in the Muslim- 
dominated Bhalej village of Kaira dis¬ 
trict in Gujarat. The incident im¬ 
mediately triggered communal noting 
m Ahmcdabad. In a week-long orgy of 
violence that began on 3 April—-the 
Ramnavami day—some 50 people 
were killed, and 200 others injured. 
Besides, property worth Rs 150 crores 
was lost in different cases of arson and 
looting 

Since 1985, Hindus and Muslims in 
Guiarat have been living in a state of 
communal disharmony, and with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) coming 
to power, communal feelings on both 
sides have hardened. The communal 
climate became vitiated after the BJP 
seized control of the Ahmedabad 
municipal corporation in 1987. The 
situation further deteriorated with the 
party joining the coalition ministry on 
12 March The communal nft widened 
during the Assembly elections when 
the rank and file of the BJP declared 
that it did not want Muslim votes. 
Moreover, the mass influx of Muslims 
into the Janata Dal on the eve of the 
polls, and the policies of Prime Minis¬ 
ter V.P Singh and the Gujarat chief 
minister, Chimanbhai Patel, to woo 
the community also angered the Hin¬ 
du fundamentalists. 

This time around, tension began to 
mount with minor clashes in smaller 
towns like Patan, Sidhpur and Broach. 
The murder of the VHP leader in 
Bhalej was followed by a retaliatory 
step in which an innocent Muslim 
youth was killed on 3 April T his set of 
a chain of communal clashes in Ahme¬ 
dabad. 
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Not aJl violence was due 
to Hindu-Muslim animosity 
though The sudden crack¬ 
down on liquor joints and 
gambling dens angered the 
owners who are said to 
have donated lakhs of 
rupees to all the three ma¬ 
jor political parties—the 
Congress (I), the BJP and 
the Janata Dal—before the 
27 February Assembly 
polls The over-enthusiastic 
Chimanbhai Patel, who 
heads the coalition ministry, ordered 
raids on these hideouts to make it 
known to the people that he wanted to 
create a ‘ nuya Gujarat” He thus in¬ 
curred the displeasure of the bootleg- 
geis and other antisocials who 
together number one lakh Evidently, 
they played an important role in 
spreading violence in an attempt to 
^ destabilise the government. 

A notable feature of the riots was 


that the miscreants seemed to be well 
organised, In several cases the police 
discovered that petrol was sprayed 
into shops before they were set alight. 
This is also the first time that even 
patients inside a hospital were 
attacked 

The BJP and the VHP workers also 
played a big role in whipping up a 
communal frenzy. In riot-torn Baroda 
where 15 people died, the police 
blame the BJP and VHP activists for 
having raised inflammatory slogans. 
Dunng a VHP sponsored bandh in 
Ahmedabad on 6 April, BJP sym- 
•A pathisers were seen forcing shopkeep¬ 
ers to down their shutters. A number 
of senior Janata Dal leaders in the 


state told Sunday that since the BJP 
leaders were unhappy with the port¬ 
folios given to their party, they were 
determined to discredit Chimanbhai 
Patel. After all. it is an open secret 
that the BJP, with* 67 seats, compared 
to the Dal’s 70, is not willing to accept 
the Janata Dal as the big brother in 
the coalition ministry 
The situation was brought under 
control on the fifth day, when the 


army staged a flag maich A delega¬ 
tion of Congress MPs that toured the 
riot-hit areas congratulated Patel for 
the manner in which he handled the 
situation. But Patel’s problems did not 
end with peace returning to Ahmeda¬ 
bad on 13 Apnl. By then it was time 
for Baroda to become communally 
restive. In tour days of mindless vio¬ 
lence, two persons were stabbed at 
Huzrat Paga. As a precautionary mea¬ 
sure, the police banned meetings and 
processions in the sensitive areas of 
tht city. And though the situation be¬ 
came normal soon afterwards, the i 
danger of riots breaking out in the 
Mahatma’s land still remains • 
Mc/msIi TrlvetM/Ahawdabml 


Lost and 
not found 


The wife of a ship's officer 
disappears without trace 
in the high seas 

Mystery shrouds the 
disappearance ot 
Latika Mishra, wife 
of the second officer 
of Jala Tapi, a -.hip 
chartered bv he 
Constellation Ship- 
MAHARASH^R,^ P'ng Company of 
Bombay Latika, 24, 
who was on board.disappeared with- j 
out triice on 9 January while the ship 
was on Its way to the Soviet port of 
Odessa 

At 4 15 am on 9 January, Anil 
Kailashchandra Mishra, 26, the ship’s 
second officer, returned to his cabin 
after completing his duty on the 
bridge As he opened the door to his 
cabin and switched on the lights, Mis¬ 
hra was a tnfle surprised his wife 
Latika, was nowhere to be seen. But 
his surprise turned into consternation 
after he discovered a half-empty whis¬ 
ky bottle and a cryptic note signed by 
her, which said, "1 am leaving,” lying j 
on a table 

The ship was then in the high seas, 
between Bosphorous and the Black 
Sea Port ot Odessa, when Mishra disc¬ 
overed that his wife was missing In his 
first statement before the ship’s cap¬ 
tain. T A Cardoza, Mishra said' “At I 
4.15 am 1 opened the cabin with the 
key and put on the light and my eyes 
fell on the open whisky bottle on the 
table A cap was lying on the side of 
the bottle which was half-filled. My 
eyes fell on the bed My wife was not 
on the bed. Then 1 noticed a piece of 
paper under the whisky bottle, which I 
read She had written in Hindi T am 
leaving—Latika Dube ' 

“1 looked for her in the toilet, the 
captain’s deck, outside on the port and 
the star board sides, and the bridge ' 
deck, expecting her to be asleep some¬ 
where as I had noticed that the bed- 
sheet and the counterpane were mis¬ 
sing too ” 

But Mishra’s frantic search proved 
futile. Latika was nowhere to be seen. 
Ten minutes later, at 4.25 am. the 
second officer rushed to the ship’s 
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chief officer to report the incident. 

! Moments later, he was back in the 
I cabin with the chief officer and, this 
I lime, Mishra discovered that the 
i porthole next to the bed was open. 

I On 12 .lanuary, the Jala Tapi 
1 reached Odessa port in the USSR 
I The captain of the ship contacted the 
j Indian consul general, A G Sharma, 

I and reported the matter to him. The 
consul visited the ship the same day 
and carried out an investigation by 
interviewing the ship's crew, including 
Mishra, and certified the log book en¬ 
tries maintained by the captain, to be 
I correct The captain and Sharma also 
I agreed that Mishra, who was in a dis- 
I truught state of mind, should be sent 
I back to India 

! 

i The Jala Tapi had set sail with .M) 
people on board, including four 
women, from Kandla port m Gujarat 
on 25 December, 1^89 and Mishra 
returned to India on 20 Januaiy this 
year Soon after his return, Mishra 
and his father-in-law, K P Dube ac¬ 
cused the ship's Clew ol foul plav, I 


and Mishra even 
said that the search op¬ 
eration had not been 
thorough enough. What 
is significant, however, 

IS the fact that Mishra 
made no such complaint 
while he was on board 
and nor before the Indi¬ 
an consul general at 
Odessa. 

On 6 April, Constella¬ 
tion Shipping Company 
received a bombshell 
from the director 
general (DG) of shipping 
In a telex message, the DG releried to" 
Latika’s disappearance as a ’brutal 
murder” and asked the company to 
rush all details to the ministry of sur¬ 
face transport. 

As things stand, the reports of the 
enquiries that were stalled aftei the 
ship berthed tn Bombay,are being sent 
to the government of India and it will 
be some time before the findings aie 
made public The mystery deepened 
following a complaint Mishra 


lodged with the 
commissioner of Bom¬ 
bay police in which he 
stated in “full confi¬ 
dence and belief that 
“somebody, who had 
the master key, got into | 
the cabin The key was | 
missing after that and j 
yet the Captain made no ' 
mention of this to the j 
consul general at | 
Odessa " i 

Meanwhile, rumours 
are doing the rounds , 
that dll kevs fitted all the ' 
cabins in the ship and anyone could | 
have sneaked into Mishra's cabin ; 
One theory is that 1 atika jumped out 
of the porthole, which shipping circles 
say, IS possible But another view is 
that she would have landed on the 
deck if she did,and would have to 
jump again to go overboard And , 
Latika's fathci vehemently lejccts any , 
suggestion that his daughter commit¬ 
ted suicide she was not the type, he 
insists But It will be a while before the 
truth IS known • ' 

Olga TelHa/Bombay 


Latika's 
father 
rejects the 
suggestion 
that she 
committed 
suicide 
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^^ince nothing else was 
working, Pooja Bedi has 
now decided to go in for a 
new image. The new Pooja 
Bedi is sober, (yes, sober as 
in opposed to drunk). And 
mature—well, almost. She 
talks about how important 
trust is in all relationships, 
and how life is tough, damn 
tough, but meaningful 
nevertheless She insists 
she knows what her ideal 
man looks like- he's tall, 
fair and has light eyes. 

Well, some things never 
change. And Aditya Pan- 
choli, for one, is glad they 
don’t. 


j Ww ith Salman Khan hav- 
f; mg taken over the Heart- 
I throb Khan mantle from 



• J?'*'" ■ 




Pooia Badi: •onw thine* navw chai^a 



w 

ww ith Mahabharat swift¬ 
ly drawing to a close. Rupa 
(Draupadi) Ganguly is all 
prepared for a film career 
in Bombay But things 
don’t seem to be going too 
well for her 

For, after her marvellous 
break in B.R. Chopra’s 
tele-serial (after 


some eminently 


unwatchable 


Doordarshan’s shows) she 
has only managed to sign 
films opposite such minor 
try as Tank Shah, Javed 
Jaffrey, and Sumeet Saigal. 

Rupa IS quick to remind 
us, though, of the film she 
is doing with Sanjay Dutt. 
And, we don’t have the 
heart to tell her that Dutt 
and his brand 


of machismo 


are both quite 


A*inlrKl»n:ou»l«i 


I Aamir Khan, the tatter is 
really in dire straits. He is 
I often seen cycling in Juhu, 
staring out at the sea with 
an understandable air of 
wistfulness. Though Aamir 
had never got addicted to 
the heady fame of the post 
QayamatSe QayamalTak 
days, being left out in the 
cold, couldn’t be much fun. 

Salman, for his part, is at 
his coolest best, when 
asked about his new-found 
populanty. He does not 
consider himself competi¬ 
tion for anyone leave alone 
Aamir Khan. No he doesn’t 
think Aamir is badly off at 
all: the girls still go for him. 
Aamir is doing films, good 
films and nothing has 
changed for him. 

But then the new heait- 
! throb can afford to be mag¬ 
nanimous after Maine Pyar 
Kiya. 





. Jr ' ' 


dated by now. 

With an exhibition of in¬ 
verted logic that would do a 
lawyer proud, she presents 
her reasons for signing up 
with such lesser lights She 
isn’t arrogant, she says, and 
couldn’t dream of dis¬ 
couraging deserving 
youngsters Also, (this, 
with a certain far¬ 
sightedness) “tomorrow if 
Anil and Jackie refused to 
act against me I would feel 
bad ’’ 


Iwleenakshi Seshadn,the 
incredible flop machine 
from down south,(where 
else’’) continues to churn 
out one flop after another 
with monotonous regular¬ 
ity And each flop leaves 
her with fewer friends. 

Such are the ways of the 
Bombay film world. 

She does have one friend 
though. The evergreen, 
ageless Dev Anand 
vouches for Ms Seshadri 
with a passion that would 
put an Anil Kapoor (of two 
years ago) to shame. She is 
beautiW, he says, and a 
fantastic dancer too. Then 
why doesn’t the marvellous 
Seshadri find a place in any 
of his films? 

That is where Dev’s 
famed eloquence fails him. 
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The Midas of movies 


Everything Malayali filrnstar Mammootty touches, turns to gold 


H e IS cool. He. is tough. He 
has steel tn his eyes He 
does not rant at the drop 
of a hat, but when he 
talks, the lines are punchy 
enough to hit the audience hard. He 
cannot dance or fight ten villains at the 
same time But for all that, he is the 
undisputed superstar of Malayalam 
anema Mammootty, the 38-year-old 
lawyer-turned-star has the highly cine¬ 
ma-conscious Malayalis in Kerala and 
the Gulf running after him, foimtng 
fan clubs. And in neighbouring Tamil 
Nadu, he has a fanatical following 
among audiences brought up on 
MGR, Rajanikant and Kamalahasan 
Last year, Mammootty’s CBl Diary 
Kurtppu, (CBI's diary notings) in 
which he plays a CBl officer Perumal, 
who does not fight or romance, ran for 
a whopping 3.5 weeks in the presti¬ 
gious Safire Tliealre in Madras 
Has the Malayali finally fallen prey 
to the hero-worship syndrome prevail¬ 
ing in othci southern states'^ No, 
seems to be the answer, as the new 
films that are drawing audiences in 
droves are neithei the corny family 
tear-jerkers of the late demigod Pre- 
m Nazir’s era, noi C-Grade eroti¬ 
ca, but films rooted firmly in life And 
to a large extent, Mammootty is re¬ 
sponsible for changing the format of 
movie-making in Kerala Mammootty 
and Mohanlal (the other superstar in 
Keiala) have changed the traditional 
concept of heioes Today, they have a 
streak of villainy and machismo, 
bringing dialogues close to life and 
making violence believable on screen. 

Mammootty is not a chocolate¬ 
faced hero but an actor’s actor A man 
who can play Krishnamoorthy, the m- 
i vestigativc journalist turned avenger 
I in New Delhi, or a village ruffian with 
! a comical angle in Kottayam Kun- 
\ }achan, the uncouth buck-toothed 
I hunter of Mn^a\'a or the simple, 
straight lorward Basheer^in Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan s classic Mathiiukal, 
IS nothing it not versatile In fact, last 
week when Mammootty bagged the 
national award fo: the best actoi for 
Mathiiukal and Oru Vadakkan Veera- 
gatha. it established bevond doubt his 
acting ability. 


It has been a difficult climb to the 
top for Mohammed Kutty whose 
friends shortened his name to Mam¬ 
mootty. Born in a lower middle class 
family in Vaikkam, Mammootty com¬ 
pleted his education at the prestigious 
Maharaja’s College in Cochin For 
some time, he was a practising lawyer 
at Manjeri near Calicut before he got 
introduced lo well-known writer M.T 
Vasudevan Nair at a local film festival. 
Nair offered him a role in Devalokam 
but subsequently the film was shelved 
Later he made his debut m K.G 
George’s Mela in 1979 as a balloon- 
seller The film flopped but Mam¬ 
mootty was noticed, Incidentally, it 
was K G George again who cata¬ 


pulted hi"i into the hero's role in 
Yavanika, released in 1983, where he 
plays an inspector investigating a mur¬ 
der. It was George again, a member of 
the national film jury, who cam¬ 
paigned for him to get the best actor 
award 

Mammootty was not choosy about 
his roles and took anything that came 
his way. The tall, well-built actor with 
his macho appeal and shy half-smile 
soon became a rage with females in 
Kerala During 1985-86, while Prem 
Nazir was sitting at home, the new 
romantic hero Mammootty was work¬ 
ing overtime dishing out almost 30 
films a yeai The roles he enacted, like 
the one in I V Sasi’s Kanamarayatu 
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where he plays a middle-aged bache¬ 
lor, reluctant at first to be seduced by 
a luscious 18-year-old, but who later 
succumbs to her charms in the Mills 
and Boon tradition, had women 
swooning over him 


I t was at this time that Mammootty 
read Irving Wallace’s Almighty and 
passed the book on to the master pla- 
gianst Dennis Joseph. Joseph, direc¬ 
tor Joshy and Mammootty sat 
together for days and after suitably 
Indianising Almighty made it into 
New Delhi. Mammootty plays Krish- 
namoorthy, the crusading journalist, 
who is tortured by his political detrac¬ 
tors and becomes a cripple for life. He 
takes revenge on them, years later, 
when he starts a newspaper called 
New Delhi and kills his enemies 
through the help of a group of merce- 
nanes and then front-pages the scoop. 
The film in which Mammootty master- 
r minds at least seven murders went on 
to become a mega-hit all ovei south 
India Since then, Mammootty has not 
looked back 

Sitting in his house, ‘Suruma’, in 
Cochin, bereft of any star trappings. 


Says Mammootty: 
agree I make g(^ 
money. But it is 
nothing compared to 
what superstars in 
Hindi and Tamil 
movies make” 


wearing a dhoti and sipping tea, Mam¬ 
mootty told Sunday as he puffed on 
his hidi- “The romantic star image will 
not work in modern day Malayalam 
cinema. The hero is no longer a choco¬ 
late-faced do-gooder. In fact, there is 
only a thin dividing line left between 
him and the villain ” Mammootty 
feels that he and Mohan Lai 
cannot be termed as conventional 
superstars because they 
don’t do outiageously 
stupid things required 
for such an image 
More than his super- 
star status, Mammootty 
always wanted to be 
known as a fine actor It 
was this passion for 
good meaty roles, that 
got him the coveted role 
of Bashecr in Malliiluk- 
al He was more than 
willing to shed ten kilos 
to play the role ot Vaik- 
k a m Mohammed 
Bashecr, who is impiis- 
onecl duiing the free¬ 
dom movement Says 
Adoor Ciopalaknshnan 
“Mamn'ootty is not ('iily 
a fine human being* but 
also one of the best 
actors in the country A 
man with no s t ar- 
hang ups and totally in¬ 
volved in his work ’’ 
Adoor, who correctly 
predicted that Mam¬ 
mootty would walk 
away with this year's 
national award, strong¬ 
ly feels that he may also 
get the prestigious best 
actor award at this 
year’s Venice film festiv¬ 
al foi the same film. 


But detractors of Mammootty 
feel that he has killed romantic films, 
good musicals, works based on 
Malayalam literature, and he is also 
held responsible for the increase in 
cost of production. Added to 
that Mammootty has three favourite 
script-writers who specialise in pen¬ 
ning author-backed roles—S.N. 
Swamy. Dennis Joseph and Lohita- 
das. Mammootty who is a voracious 
reader and sees a lot of films on video 
gets “inspiied” and asks his favourites 
to rework it to suit the local audience. 
Says S.N. Swamy, a top script-writer 
“I agree some of my films are inspired 
by foreign films and books. But we 
take only the basic thread of the story 
to suit our audiences’ taste ’’ 

Added to that there is a fceimg in 
the industry that Mammootty has 
been largely responsible for spiralling 
costs in production. In 1985, the pro¬ 
duction cost of a big star movie used to 
be around Rs 20 lakhs Today, a 
Mammootty film can cost anything up¬ 
wards of Rs 45 lakhs, Mammootty 
hinrself, charges a whopping Rs six 
lakhs per film, while Prem Nazir dur¬ 
ing his heydays used to get only one 
and a half lakh Says Mammootty “1 j 
agree 1 make good money but nothing , 
compared to superstars in Hindi and 
Tamil. But my producers make more 
money, since my films have a market 
outside the state also 

Mammootty, a devout Muslim, is j 
happily married to Zulfat and has two | 
children He has so far never been \ 
involved in any scandals His money is 
managed by his brothers Says Mam¬ 
mootty “1 am basically a family man 
who loves to be with his wife and kids. 
At the same time, I breathe and eat 
cinema ’ Due to his popularity in 
Tamil Nadu, he is doing two films in 
Tamil and is also very keen to do a 
Hindi movie Says Mammootty. 
“However, I would not like to make 
the same mistakes as Kamalahasan 
when he played a Tamilian from his 
first film in Hindi and was type cast 
since then ” 

Mammootty is almost certain to try 
his luck in commercial Hindi cinema 
and a couple of projects are being 
worked out However, he states that 
he will continue to act in Malayalam 
movies Confesses Mammootty. 
“Malayalam cinema is the best in the 
country with good directors and tech¬ 
nicians. The only plus point as far as 
Hindi cinema is concerned is that you 
are seen all over the country " • 
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Around the world 

Saloo and Nina Chowdhury travel through 25 countries in 69 days, 
earning a mention in the Guinness Book Of World Records 


J ules Verne would have been 
impressed Sakio and Nina 
Chowdhury have done what his 
immortal characters. Phineas 
Fogg and Passepartout, 
couldn’t Gone around the world in 
less than 80 days! To be precise, 
the couple from Calcutta circumnavi¬ 
gated SIX continents in their Contessa 
Classic, traversing 45,000 kms through 
25 countries in just 69 days And at the 
end of It all, the Chowdhurys received 
due recognition- a mention in the 
Guinness Book Of World Records. 

“Winning a championship is not the 
same every year there is a new 
champion,” says 42-year-old Saloo 
Chowdhuryfor whomcars have been a 
magnificent obse.ssion. A restorer of 
vintage cars, he, with his wife Nina, 
has participated in a number of inter¬ 
national rallies But it was after the 
Great American Race in 1987, that 
the C'howdliurvs acquired celebrity 
status "t.vcr since," he says, “we 
have been planning for this event We 
wanted to be th<. first human beings to 
circumnavigate the globe ” 

But as the couple realised, that was 
easier said than done The world 
record for the fastest circumnavigation 


of the globe was held by two Cana¬ 
dians—Gary Sowerby and Ken Lang¬ 
ley—who zipped through four conti¬ 
nents in their Volvo 245 DL in 74 days 
in 1980 Nine years later, the Chow¬ 
dhurys were to better this feat But the 
couple were up against formidable 
odds, if they wished to be the record- 
holders—they were informed by 
Sheila Goldsmith, deputy editor of 
Guinness Book —they would have to 
drive through six continents Also, 
they would have to use the same 
vehicle and the same crew “It was an 
extreme test of human endurance.” 
says Saloo. 

The zeal to see their “names per¬ 
manently in the record books”, 
however, was unquenchable and thus 
began the search for funding The 
Chowdhurys approached some foreign 
automobile companies but were dis¬ 
appointed Few were willing to put 
their confidence in the rallyists from 
India, especially as it involved big 
money When a bank in England did 
offer to sponsor their trip, the Chow¬ 
dhurys rejected it Explains Saloo. 
“They offered to finance us and all 
logistics would have been taken care 
of but their condition was that we 


couldn’t fly the Indian flag In all 
international rallies 1 have flown the 
Indian flag We tried to negotiate but 
ultimately I refused ” 

Just when everything seemed to be 
going against them, Saloo met J N 
Sapru of ITC Ltd who had made a 
speech about how champions are 
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made in India. When Saioo explained 
what he had in mind, Sapru im- 
mediately agreed to give them every¬ 
thing that they needed. But his condi¬ 
tion was that they should drive an 
Indian car. They settled for the Con- 
tessa Classic, as many recommended it 
for Its new 1.8 GL engine. Eventually, 
the Chowdhury’s record-breaking 
journey was sponsored not just by the 
ITC but by four other companies. ' 
While C.K. Birla of Hindustan Motors 
gifted the Contessa to the Chow- 
dhurys, Dunlop Tyres chipped in with 
tyres. Air India agreed to air-lift the 
car (which formed a huge chunk of the 


SaytSaloo 
Chowdliiiry: 
"Wiimiiiga 
champioiisMp 
is not file 
sama: ovary 





chan^pioflaBa 

Wawimlodio 
bo tha first to 
drciHiMisvtfa" 
tathaglobe’’ 


Rs 25 lakh budget) and the Tea Board 
put in the money for air-lifting the car 
in South America and Australia. 

Finally, on 9 September, 1989, they 
were on their way. And from the word 
go, the Chowdhurys set a remarkable 
pace. After being flagged off ^m 
Etelhi by the then sports minister 
Margaret Alva, the couple drove 
through seven countries within a 
period of 38 hours. Day after day the 
Contessa’s speedometer clocked on an 
average 1000-IJOO km, as the car sped 
through villages and cities, eating up 
the miles between countnes and conti¬ 
nents. An instance of the Chow- 
.dhurys’ whistle-stop tour; on day 19 
the Chowdhurys set off from a remote 
village in France, Isle d^beau at 8 am. 
By fO .30 am, they had crossed into 
Switzerland; by 5.30 pm they were in 
Germany, and at 2 am they finally 
drove into Baden Baden in the hope 
that they would get some rest for the 
night. Unfortunately for them, all the 
nearby hotels were full and they had 
to drive for another two hours in the 
iM)ld, rainy night. The cold and sheer 
exhaustion forced the CSiowdhtirys to 
rak e refuge in a wayside inn. Where 
they sat for three hours, before hitting 
the road again at 7 am. 

W hile cpmfort took a backseat, it 
was often officialdoin and petty 
foimalitia, that roulted in a Iom (k 
driving hours. For instknce, wherever 
Air India air-lifted the car, 72 


hours had to be set aside as 
a “cooBng ofT period when 
the car would be checked. 
Nine days were wasted in 
this manner, while another 
day was lost due to the 
‘date-line’. Often, time was 
wasted during the conver¬ 
sion of currency or. as in 
South America, during 
customs clearance. Unfore¬ 
seen problems, like a strike 
by the Brazilian customs 
forced them to change 
course, and instead of air¬ 
lifting the car to Rio de 
Janerio from New York, 
they had to resume the 
journey from Venezuela. 
But before that, they tried 
to enter Argentina, Col¬ 
ombia and Chile but all the 
Indian embassies advised 
them against it. In Vene¬ 
zuela too, they were 
warned that the customs 
would hold up the car for at least 
seven days. But eventually, with tlie 
help of a friend—the car was shif^d 
to Caracas by the Venezuelan airline, 
Viasa—and some bribing down the 
line, the Chowdhurys were finally on 
the road. 

There were some frightening mo 
ments for the couple. And narrow 
escapes as well. They bypassed Oak¬ 
land, Santa Cruz and Los Angeles, 
where an earthquake had brought life 
to a standstill, by just 10-12 hours, 
because of a last minute change in 
course. “We were driving when we 
heard about the earthquake and the 
destruction," recalls Saioo. “And we 
got so nervous that we decided not to 
drive any further on that day and 
rested at El Centro.” 

And as they travelled through 25 
countries, the Chowdhurys had a 
glimpse of many different societies, , 
cultures and people—even thou^ it I 
was a fleeting one—and revelled in 
certain Indian associations wherp | 
least expected. A statue of Gandhi in 
Maracaibo in Venezuela, a chicken 
preparation which reminded them of 
the tandoori prepared back home, 
and' dozens ot delightful vignettes 
which they will treasure for ever. And 
after 69 days of driving throi^ six 
continents, Saioo and Nina Chow- 
dhury returned home—exhausted, but 
elated. Their dream of making it into 
the record books had come true but 
along with the fulfilment, there was 
also die realisation that “our home 
(Baaet is woodofiil—but tiny” • 
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A shaip crack from somewhere 
deep in the ice brought me quick¬ 
ly awake. My tent shuddered, and 
with ear close to the ice I heard 
the rifle report sound down the 
deep crevasses, like a hammer blow on a long 
steel beam, reminding me I was pitched on 
living ice that was growing, expanding, some¬ 
times cracking. 

Then it was quiet. I burrowed in my bag, 
my eyes open. I could see with ^ay vagueness 
the gear around me—boots, climbing equip¬ 
ment, cassette recorder, journal, notebook. I 
realized it must be nearing dawn. I looked at 
my watch: 5.30 A.M., May 7. 

I thought. Today’s the big day. The summit 
team should already be on their way, weather 
permitting. 

Frank and Dick felt they were ready. Frank 
had been successful in his effort to create his 
own summit team separate from Dick’s. 
Dick's team, now consisting of Ed Hixson, 
Yogendra Thapa (the Nepalese police officer 
whom Dick and Frank had invit^ to join the 
expedition), three Sherpas, and himself, 
sWHild follow the second team, and then 
{break’s group would go fourth. 


Craealng a ctwMHM 
at ovw20,000twt: 
thahal^ of 
anHwalaan and 


“I’ll go last,” Frank had told Ershler, “and I 
don’t want any of the climbers with me, 
because I don’t want to feel responsible for 
holding anyone back. So number one, I want 
three strong Sherpas." 

“Three!” Ershler had said. “I need every 
one for hauling loads now. How can I hold 
three in reserve?” 

Ignoring Ershler’s rejoinder, Frank con¬ 
tinued, “Second, I definitely need a high canq} 
above camp four. Otherwise it’s too far for me 
to go in one day.” 

means hauhng a tent, sleeping bags, 
stoves, fuel, food, sluing oxygen, all the 
way to 27,500!" 

“Third, I need eif^t bottles oi oxy^n: one 
to sleep on at fliree, one to dimb to four, one 
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to sleep on at four, one to climb to five, one to 
sleep on at five, two to go to the summit, and 
one in reserve for descent.” 

“Frank, it would be a waste of the Sherpas’ 
efforts to haul all that crap up there before we 
even know if you are strong enough to get to 
the Col.” 

“You worry about getting the equipment up 
there. I'll worry about myself,” 

“I tell you what, then. In the morning why 
don't you and Dick go up to camp three, and 
let's see how you do.” 

It was a repeat of Ershler's earlier strategy 
when he had tested Frank by having him climb 
through the Icefall, only this time he was 
certain Frank would have trouble. The next 
morning Frank and Dick were up at dawn, 
intending an early start. 

But the Sherpa cook was 
late with breakfast, and it 
was nearly 8:00 when they 
finally got away. For the 
first hour the climbing was 
y similar to the stage betwen 
camps 1 and 2, following a 
trail through the glacier 
snow from one marker 
wand to the next, heading 
toward the back of the cul- 
de-sac Western Cwm. At 
the base of the Lhoisc Face 
they had to cross a crevasse 
where the glacier floor 
separated from the face. 

This bergshrund was offset 
so the lip on the face side 
was much higher than the 
glacier side, and the lead 
climbers had propped a lad¬ 
der over it. Dick was first. 

At the top of the ladder he 
^ took his jumar clamp and 
clipped It to the fixed rope 
that led up, then dis¬ 
appeared around a bulge of 
ice. One step above the 
ladder and he was on the 
Lhotse Face proper. He felt 
his crampon points bite the hard ice. 
He splayed his feet in a duck walk, moving 
one foot, then the next, then sliding his jumar 
clamp up, feeling it lock when he pulled back 
on it, then moving his feet again. In a minute 
he was around the bulge. Looking up he could 
see the entire face sweeping to the summit of 
Lhotse 5,000 feet directly above his head. The 
yellow rope lay on the gleaming ice in a line 
from one anchor to the next, nearly 2,000 feet 
connecting him eventually to the tents at camp 
3. He couldn't see the tents—they were 
hidden behind the snow ledge on which they 
perched—but he knew their approximate 
, location. 

Dick had about thirty pounds of supplies in 
his pack; he had decided that as long as he was 
going to camp 3, he might as well do 


something useful. The wind that had blown 
most of the night was now abated, and under 
clear skies he soon had to stop to shed his 
parka. He carefully removed his pack; if he 
dropped it here, it would rocket down the 
steep ice several hundred feet and then no 
doubt toboggan across the glacier for a few 
hundred more. When he had the parka 
stuffed, he put the pack back on. Now he felt 
he had just the right amount of clothing. This 
was important to Dick; if he was dressed too 
warmly, or if some piece of gear was out of 
adjustment, it created a nagging distraction, 
one of those negative thoughts that drained 
him and hampered him from reaching max¬ 
imum performance. 

He slipped into a steady pace, moving one 
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foot, the other, then sliding the jumar, rear¬ 
ing Kiphng and Service. Looking down he 
could see Frank several hundred feet below, 
moving slowly. 

Considering how little time he had to 
acclimatise since leaving base camp, Dick was 
climbing amazingly fast. Soon, though, he 
began to feel the telltale fatigue of hypoxia, 
but he was confident he would reach camp 3 
with no problem. He wasn’t so sure about his 
partner, as Frank was dropping further be¬ 
hind. 

About 1:00 m the afternoon Dick saw the 
tops of the two tents at camp 3, and in a few 
minutes he stepped onto the snow bulge that 
formed a small flat area on the Qtlwrwise 
steep face. He unshouldered his pack, unzip¬ 
ped a tent and sat in the doorway. This was a 


TP 

Jl rank said: 
*<l’ve sacrificed a 
lot for this. But 
I*ve figured it 
was worth it aU 
because it was a 
dream Tve 
carried now for 
fliirty years” 


I 
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BOOK EXTRACT 


tti'l 



* If 


nwShwpM 
partarmlng 
bafor* Vm dii^ you 
iiMd al Am halp jm 
can vat 


Dick Slid the 

clamp and pull^ 
back to tighten it 
on the rope as a 
balance. One 
boot up, scrape 
the rock, step, 
move the other 
foot, and 
balance. The 
slope eased and 
he looked up to 
seethe 
tantalizingly 
close and 
awesome upper 
mass of Everest 


room with a view; from his aerie he gazed ® 

down the length of the Western Cwm, Everest 
on the ri^t, Nuptse on the left. Past the cn,„h rni 
m6uth of the Cwm he looked down on the „n". j *’ 
summit of Pumori, and beyond, several vai- ^ 

leys removed, the massive Cho Oyo, the ® 

world’s eighth-highest peak. trenier an 

He found a packet of powdered lemonade “At leasl 
to doctor his water bottle, then looked around feel. Mayb 
the tent for lunch. One plastic food bag ^ “I guess 
produced a packet of M&M’s and a granola “Let’s hav 
bar, another a handful of mixed nuts. Rye Frank ai 
Krisp crackers, and a can of tuna. It wasn’t noon, an< 
caviar, but to Dick it was a king’s feast. With pooped, al 
lunch finished, he lay back and took a nap, recovered, 
waking about a half hour later. He looked meeting a 
out, but no sign of Frank. It was time to head then, ever 
back. He strapped on his empty pack, clipped for Ershle 
a safety link to the fixed rope, wrapped the around, it 
rope around his arm and behind his back to who had 
brake his descent, walked to the edge of the Cracked li; 

AnMitvAwiiioiiiitalnK Fianlt Walla cofiiinunaa willi nalww 



platform bulge, and lowered down the forty* 
five-degree dope. 

A hundred yards below camp he met Frank 
coming up the rope. 

“You’re not far now, Pancho.” 

“Don’t think I can make it. Too tired, I’m 
turning back.’’ 

Frank rested his arms on his knees. He was. 
breathing deeply and rapidly, and EHck could 
see the red scaif around his neck was soaked 
with sweat. Frank had pushed himself as far as 
he could go. 

“Don’t worry about it, Frank. We’II just 
consider this an acclimatization exercise. Next 
time you’ll zoom right up.” 

“Hope you’re ri^t.” 

At camp 2 Phil Ershler had followed 
through the telescope Frank’s snail’s pace up 
the ropes, and his failure to reach camp 3. 

“Two diings bother me,” Ershler told those 
standing around the telescope. “First, if we go 
to the trouble of putting in another high camp, 
Frank will never get that high to use it. 
Second, if somehow he does get that high, 
there’s good chance he’s going to kill him¬ 
self.” 

“He really has no business going above the 
South Col,” one of the others said. 

“But I can’t tell him he can’t go. We all 
agreed everyone gets a chance on this climb 
Ershler answered. 

“At least we’re obligated to tell him how we 
feel. Maybe we can even talk him out of it.” 

“I guess it’s worth a try,” Ershler said. 
“Let’s have a meeting tonight.” 

Frank and Dick returned late that after¬ 
noon, and although Frank was obviously 
pooped, after a couple hours’ rest he seemed 
recovered, even feisty. Ershler announced a 
meeting after dinner. Following the meal, 
then, everyone stayed'in the mess tent waiting 
for Ershler to open the discussion. Looking 
around, it was easy to spot those on the team 
who had just returned from the summit. 
Cracked lips, chapped cheecks, drained faces. 

. Nielson was the 

nth iMliHW worst. In addition to his 

general fatigue and his 
cracked ribs, he had sus¬ 
tained further damage to 
his already frostbitten feet, 
so he was planning on de¬ 
scending the next day to 
base camp. The others on 
the first team were plan¬ 
ning on going down, too. 

“Let me lUit by saying 
you guys turned in a poor 
performance today,” 
Ershler told Frank and 
Dick. “You ditfai’t even get 
out of camp here untU after 
eight.” 

“How could we leave on 
time when the cook sleeps 
in?” Frank countered. 






“That one’s hardly our 
fault ” 

"Okay, but the fact re¬ 
mains you couldn’t get to 
camp three, and 1 don’t 
think It makes sense to ask 
our Sherpas to carry sup¬ 
plies to a camp five if you 
can’t get up there to use 
them And that’s only half 
of It. Even more, and I 
think dll the others in the 
tent here agree with me, if 
you guys go above the 
South Col, there's good 
chance you won’t come 
back Look at these other 
guys Nielson's halt-dead. 
Roach and Jamieson hardly 
have the strength to get 
from their lent to here 
And these arc lough hom- 
bres 

Dick winced He was 
being included in this criti- 
c|ue even though he was 
sure It was Frank that the 
ciitiLism was directed at 
Fie decided it would be 
more politic, though, not to 
sav anything, at least for 
now 

frank was also quiet, 
staring at the makeshift 
table liitered with dinner 
littovers. not angry but 
pensive 

When E r s h I e r was 
finished Frank looked up, 
and in a calm soicc said, 
“Fellas, you may not fuliv 
understand what this climb 
means to me 1 ve sacrificed 
a lot for this, in terms of 


money, job, the strain on my family But I've 
figured It was worth it all because it was a 
dream I’ve carried now tor ihiity years A 
lifetime dream, to reach the lop of I serest, to 
climb the highest mountain in the world. Now 
It’s even more, it’s a double lifetime dream 
because it's part of the whole Seven Summits 
So you fellas have got to keep that in mind, 
you've got to know that I only want one thing 
from you, and that’s my fair shot a* the 
summit And now' that we’ve got this far you 
just can’t pull the rug out We made a dt al at 
Snowbird. I’ve volunteered to go last, without 
any other climbers than the Sherpas ” 

There was silence, then Ershicr said, 
“We’re not trying to make it casiei on 
ourselves. We’re saying these things out of a 
concern for you two We're saying, Here are 
two guys who have 1 '"n very good to us, and 
we don’t want to sec them get hurt.” 

“It’s our duly to make you aware just how 
dangerous it is up there," Nielson added Tf 



At a croaaing: dangars abound 


something went wrong, if a storm came, or 
you ran out of oxygen, you don’t have those 
years of experience that lets you instinctuallv 
get out of a light spot And we’re afraid it you 
tiv to go above the Col, that might haj'pen 
We don't want to take voiit drc.im away, but 
we want you to know h(>w riskv it is up there ” 
“I know It s risky." Frank said, “hut I've 
aiieady considered that If thcic’s a one m 
thirty chance I might not come back. I’m 
willing to accept those numbers ' 

“I’d say the odds are worse than one in 
thirty,' brshler said 

Then Ed Hixson spoke “There’s another 
point, frank It’s not just yours and Dick’s 
neck, hut if either of you do get in trouble, 
then those who have to go up and attempt a 
rescue are also at great risk. So there’s an 
overall responsibility here ” 

“Nriw we’re getting to the heart of the 
matter," I said, “whether a climber is justified 
in taking risks when he might be risking the 


Nielson said: 
is 

dangerous up 
there. If 
anything went 
wrong, you 
don’t have the 
experience to 
instinctually 
get out of a 
tight spot” 
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Dick BaM on top of 
tho Evorest; a dream 
come true 
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lives ot those who have to rescue him should 
anything go wrong ” 

This question also happened to be at the 
heart of the controversy surrounding Niel¬ 
son’s decision to push to the summit in spite of 
illness. Now, perhaps sensing the common 
ground, Nielson was the first to offer his views 
in regard tci Frank and Dick's case 

_ “I've already said I feel 

it’s our obligation to make 
Frank and Dick aware of 
the dangers, but having 
■iieSkis done that. I would also say 

It's their right to take the 
<***“ risks if they choose After 
all, u’s that right that draws 
most of us to the moun- 
tainv -the right to make 
our own decisions, draw- 
our own lines.” 

“1 agiee with that too,” 
Gary Neptune added “1 
might be reluctant to go 
with Frank on his rope, but 
we all have the right to take 
our own risks That’s what 
climbing’s about ” 

To this, everyone nod¬ 
ded agreement For this, 
everyone in the tent was 
drawn to mountaineering 
Because of this, everyone 
f found the freedom to mea¬ 

sure against the indifferent 
peaks a personal standard 
that was theirs and theirs 
alone 

“.lust promise me you’ll 
be careful,” Firshler con¬ 
cluded. 

“And know we're saying 
the.se things because we 
love you guys,” Nielson 
added “And we want you 

. - .— to come back ” 

With everything in place, on May l.'i Dick 
and his gioup were ready to leave camp 2 
Frank gave him a bear hug, and the Sherpas 
cheered tor their good luck as they tied 
together on a rope for their passage ovei the 
crevassed region at the back of the Cwm 
leading to the l.hotse Face I'he weather 
looked stable no wind, no clouds 

Dick made good time up the fixed ropes to 
camp 3, feeling much strongci than he had 
twelve days before Airiving in camp, he 
squeezed in a tent with Mixson <md Yogendra, 
and spiead his sleeping bag Then he arranged 
his personal gear of extra socks, extra undei- 
weai, fwo types of sun lotion, lip cream, 
vitamins, personal salves and medicines, a 
sewing repair kit, backup mittens and goggles, 
extia h.it and hood, .Xerox sheets of his 
l.ivorite poems We were always chiding Dick 
I .iboiii the amount ot geai he hauled witli him, 

1 hill he was quick to return our iibbing 


1 whenever any of us asked to borrow some¬ 
thing fiom him 

riicy woke early next morning to start the 
long task ol melting snow for tea water 
Hixson called camp 2 “Hello Phil Everyone 
had a good night's rest, and we’ll be leaving in 
an hour We’ll call from the South Col ” 
“Frank wants to talk to Dick,” Ershler said 
Hixson handed the radio to Dick 
“Dick, this IS Frank How arc you feeling’’” 
“Like a bull elk smelling the rut. I'm going 
to charge right to the to|i of this mother ” 
“We're all rooting like crazy for you 
Remember, if you get this one we'll not only 
have the Seven Summits but you’ll be the 
oldest man ever to have climbed Everest “ 
"I'm pushing foi all I've got 
Dick finished diessing, then loaded his 
backpack Hixson was watching and said, 
“Dick, you’ve got too much crap '^'oil’ll slow 
us all down ” j 

“Well. I think 1 know what I can handle," | 
Dick said I 

As he finished packing he thought. I'm 
going to show this gu\ once and for ail I'm not ! 
the we.ik sistei ot this group 

Outside the teni Dick clamped his )umar c>n 
the fixed rope and left camp, setting a 
determined pace It didn't bothei him that he ' 
had more weight on Ins back than even the ' 
Sherpas. he had convinced himselt that a j 
heavy pack was good for his conditioning j 
Anyway he planned on summit day to leave > 
most ol the extra weight at the .South C ol, he 
figured that then his pack, even with the 
oxygen bottle, would be so much lighter he 
would feel like he had wings on his heels 
He was almost flying now Each time he 
glanced back the distance to the others had | 
incicased For about an hour he lost himself 
first with thoughts about Snowbird, then with 
stanzas from The Crematum of Sam Maffcc 
<ind The Shooliny of Dan MiCirew 

Soon he was sliding his jumar clamp up the 
rope as it ascended a rocky outcrop named the 
Geneva Spui The altitude was 26.(KX) feet 
Even though he wasn't using any sup¬ 
plemental oxygen, he felt great 

Dick thought, I ically am made for this kind 
of work. If I'd gotten into mountaineering as a 
young man I might have been world-class with 
a whole big list ot first ascents But that might 
have been at the cost of other things, like 
.Snowbird But if I do make it up tomorrow, it 
will be like having my cake and eating it too 
He slid the clamp and pulled back to tighten 
It on the rope as a balance while he moved his 
feet. One boot up, scrape the rock to find a 
foothold, step, move the other foot, balance, 
slide the clamp, pull tight, move the feel 
again The slope eased and he looked up to 
see an easy snow traverse leading to the South 
Col And there, tanlalizingly close and awe¬ 
some, was the upper mass of Fiverest • 

Seven Si/mmifs by DicK Bass and Frank Wells with Rtck Ridqeway 
Published by Aurum Press, London Price Rs 3B8 70 
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Look, no mess! 

But the filth was back at Dharavi once World Bank president 
Barber Conable made his exit 


O peration Whitewash de¬ 
scribed it best Three days 
before Barber Conable 
was to visit Dharavi. 
Bombay and Asia's 
! largest slum, to inaugurate the World 
Bank-sponsored health post at Shastri 
I Nagar, the pubic health department 
i began cleaning up The roads that 
I Conable and wife would take were 
I spruced up, gutters unclogged and 
I cleaned, garbage cleared and Dhar- 
1 avi’s perpetual sores, (hu¬ 
man faeces and stinking 
sewerage water) inomen- 
tanly covered with a gener- 
i ous sprinkling ot DDT 
j powdei and clean gravel 
i By 14 March, the day of 
j the Conable visit, the stink 
I w'as manageable and the 
I sores temporarily covered, 
i And the World Bank presi- 
! dent and his wife, accompa¬ 
nied by a posse of public 
I health department officials, 

I and the municipal commis- 
; sioner, S.S. Tinaiker 
! walked into Dharavi Aftei 
I the inauguration, Conable 
I had a look around, talked 
! to some of the residents, 
heard their complaints, and 
promised them that the 
health post would now take 
care of their problems He 
visited the local school, his 
wife took some photo¬ 
graphs to show the folks 
back home, and Conable 
left, hoping that the health 
post would help ease the 
lives of the people at Shas- 
tn Nagar. 

This health post, part of 
the World Bank-aided, 48 
crore India Population Pro- 
ject-V, that aims at expand¬ 
ing the existing preventive 
and promotional health 
care services, is the third 
such outpost in Dharavi. At 
its inaugural, Conable said: 

“We are honoured to con¬ 


tribute, but ultimately, the success 
of this post depends on you, the full 
time medical officers and ten volun¬ 
teers. We help only those who help 
themselves Financing is the easiest 
part of the project, llie ten volun 
teers, who I hope will be dedicated to 
their jobs, are the heroes of this op¬ 
eration.” 

But no sooner had Conable left the 
slum that the mounds of muck were’ 
back. One such mound was positioned 


right in front of the health post which 
Conable had inaugurated 
Perhaps, Di P B. Malagimani, in 
chaige of the post, can explain it best. 
“What Conable saw,” he admits, “was 
a total eyewash They took him to 
‘prepared places’ All the filth that 
bad to be shifted because of Conable, 
had to be redumped somewh.:re, 
otherwise the residents would revolt. 
So, some of it was dumped right here 
in front of the health post After 
Conable left, not one , 
official from the public 
health department has 
turned up here Even the 
personnel who were sup¬ 
posed to come here to work 
have not turned up. Be¬ 
sides myself, we need one 
public health man, four au¬ 
xiliary female nurses, four 
multipurpose male work¬ 
ers, one clerk and an atten- 
dent Every health post is 
supposed to have ‘these 
heroes' as Conable put it. 
This health post has be¬ 
come a joke with the resi¬ 
dents There is no drinking 
water I have to fill buckets 
of water from the municipal 
taps The water stinks be¬ 
cause of seepage, and most 
often, it just does not 
come. Drinking this water 
IS asking for gastro¬ 
enteritis, and many other 
water-related diseases.” 

Dr Malagimam’s two let¬ 
ters to the public health de¬ 
partment pleading for help 
have met with characteris¬ 
tic silence. As the weeks go 
by, he stares helplessly at 
the putrefying muck 
dumped in front of the dis¬ 
pensary. 

The school building at 
Shastri Nagar, which is 
attached to the health post, 
is a mute witness to the 
hypocrisy of the officials. 
Before Conable visited the 
school, the building was 
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After the inauguration, Barber Conable 
Mked to some of the residents and 
promised them that the health post would 
now tidce care of their problems 


SUNDAY as Aprii->6 May 1990 







while washed—only the front, though, 
because that was all he would see. 

But dirt and gnme is the least of the 
school authorities’ problems The 
school has no facilities tor drinking 
water and the children dunk the put¬ 
rid water iiitected with human faeces 
And even the establishment of a 
health post will not improve matteis 
j “For the last six years,” says Dr Mala- 
! gtmani, “this school has had no water 
j These poor children do noi haie a 
choice Attendance is erratic because 
of sickness caused b\ the watci and 
environment Fven the dispensary 
here run bv Dr Tigdi (who is on 
leave), has no watei facility I have 
given up the hope of ever getting wa¬ 
ter here Perhaps if they had told (.'on- 
able the truth, something might have 
happened ('onable should have paid 
a surprise visit heie 1 assure you he 
would have been very, very sui- 
prised ” 

Frustrated and disappointed. Dr 
Malagimani stays on at the health post 
hoping for the best and secretly 
wondering where the money for this 
project is going The building that 
houses the post was already standing, 
and all that had to be purchased was 
furniture and whitewash Dr Malagi¬ 
mani says, “Like the lesidents here, I 
am slowly beginning to be wary of the 
system ” 

T he people of Sliastii Nagai are 
aware of the laice that the officials 
enacted foi Conahle 'They fooled 
that foieigner,” says Panehpula Bas- 
kar Jadhav a housewife whose hus¬ 
band works at the Mantralaya “In¬ 
stead of starting a health post, they 
should clean up the gutters and see 
that we get piopei drinking water 
They should change the pipes fust,” 
she says “Because of the open drains 
we have big mosquitoes My daughter 
calls them aeroplanes She is a child, 
but believe me, they are big ones, and 
there are thousands of them Fust let 
them change things hcic and then give 
out ehildien all those mieetions.” Pan- 
thpula has heard of many schemes and 
pri'giamines meant to make Dhaiavi a 
bettei pKace to live in She believes 
that the health post is just one more 
plan that will not work ' They say that 
they are going to help us.” she sneers. 
“ l'he\ cannot help their own doctor 
who IS .it the health post 

Yesliwant 'A.imdw.iiker. a former 
null woikei. jvreseiith lobless points 
to the ojsen gulters ■ i ook at that,” he 
says, "now when the monsoon comes, 
they will overflow and this stink will 


enter our homes It happened last year 
and It will happen again. In most of 
the houses here the water reaches 
around four feet Tell me, what is the 
use of their health care in these cir¬ 
cumstances. You can sail a boat here 
j during the monsoons. We have heard 
j of many promises from people, espe¬ 
cially from the politicians Not one 
promise has been kept.” 

One such promise was held out by 
the then chief minister of Maharash¬ 
tra, S.B. Chavan He performed a 
bhoomipuja at Dharavi on 14 April, 
1989 This marked the launch of three 
major schemes, two of which entailed 
reconstruction of houses and the 
laving of new mam lines tor water and 
i sewerage The Rs 100 crore grant 
announced by the then Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi during the Congress 
centenary celebrations in Bombay 
would take care of the finances A 
substantial advance from the 
Prime Minister's grant, received by 
the state government in 1986-87, had 
been spent on (among other things) 
the dredging of the Milhi nver bed m 
the Dharavi-Bandra area, so that 
sewerage water instead of stagnating, 
would flow down the Mithi river and 
into the Arabian Sea The secretary of 
housing, D K Afzalpurkar, claimed 
that Rs 2 75 crores had been spent on 



‘'When monsoon comes, 
the gutters overflow and 
stink enters our homes,” 
says Yeshwant Warodwarker 

this project and Chavan piomised that 
he would follow it to the e.ul 

But Chavan was called to New De¬ 
lhi to take over as finance mmistei, 
and that was the end of his involve¬ 
ment Today, the gulters aie still clog¬ 
ged, and sewerage watci overflows 
like It has always done Foi the !■ i- 
dents, life goes on as it has in the past 

F ifty years ago, Dharavi w.is one 
huge marshland A few business 
men constructed a tannciv, hauling 
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While Dr Aika Karande (left) insists that the three health 
posts at Dharavi are functioning well, Dr P.B. Malaginani 
claims the health post at ShastrTNagar has become a Joke 
in the absence of even clean drinking water 


dncl of various social organisations, 
the residents decided to form chawj 
committees in the early Seventies But 
the population kept mcicasing at an 
alarming rate and the committees 
soon gave way before the enormous 
numbers pouring in 

By the end of bW.S, when the Woild 
Bank (iiiishes its piogrammc, the esti¬ 
mated slum population of Bombay is 
expected to hit tifi lakhs Dr Alka 
Karande, the deputv executive health 
officer, atfmit'. that they could be 
fighting a (utile battle She insists, 
however tli.i! ihc three health posts at 
Dharavi aic tunclionmg well And 
that hopelullv things will gel better in 
the tuliue "Wc tan only ttv and 
help.” she savs "'Ihe influx into Bom- 
ba\ > itv IS atoiiiid loo people a d ly, 

I some land 111 Dliaiavi v hile the oth ,’rs 


skins to Dharavi from the nearby Ban- 
dra abattoir It was dirty woik, and 
the locals relused offers of employ¬ 
ment. The lamihan supei visors then 
went to Tamil Nadu and biought back 
workers fiom the drought-hit districts 
By the late Forties, and early Fifties, 
the migrant workcis began brinmng 
their families with them fiventually 
the shanties grew into what is n >w 
known as the largest slum in Asia 
The promise of employment in 
Bombay and the high prices of living 


quarters, forced workers and their 
families into Dharavi Today, there 
are approximately toui and a half lakh 
people living there, say government 
officials. But the figure could easily be 
much higher laving on 175 hectares 
of land, the density ol the popiilation 
IS as great as SOO persons pet acre in 
some areas Dharavi begins from Ban- 
dra East and Mahim in north-west 
Bombay, and ends at Sion in Ihe 
north-east 

Tired ot the hypocrisy of politicians 


consiiiicl huts whercvei they c.iu 
laving conditions ,iic tcriiblc. <ind 
naliiialiv health, piohlenis arise f aeh 
hiahh piist looks iilici 50,(10(1 people 
7oda\ then jie (to funcoonmg health 
pc'st' m Bomli:i\ iriLludnig the ihiee 
m l»liaiavi Aliei the Woild Bank 
1 loan was sanclionecl in 108K, the state 
govcinnient h.is been receiving Ksfive 
stores every \ear The 45 eioie giant 
111 aid will be completed m 190s by 
which time theic should he around 2(/(l 
health |)osis m Bomliav Bui by 199“^ 


I 




No sooner had Barber 
Conable left Dharavi 
that the mounds of 
muck were back. One 
such mound was 
positioned right in 
mnt of the health 
post which Conable 
had inaugurated. 

As Panchpula Baskar 
Jadhav, a resident of 
Shastri Nagar, says, 
‘*They fooled that 
foreigner” 


the situation will be so grave that even 
200 health jiosts will be insutficiciit 
And anvw'.iv, theic little sense in 
health c,.ic if the eiiviionmeiit is in a 
stale of conctani ciec.iv 

Dr Ramesh Kalhima the deputy 
cxeeutive health otticei ot the Woild 
Bank-aided pio|ect is nioie optimistic, 
though lie IS posituc thal Ihe health 
posts will cvciituaiiv w'oik vvondeisfor 
Ihc fiooi .iiui insists thal Ins officeis 
and winkers icgnl.iilv visii the vaiious 
licahli ceniics “ Fhev keep coming 
,md going ' lie s.ivs ‘making contact 
cverv week and tiling icpoits let us 
t.ike SliiisOi Nagai as .m example 
I leie we waiil io reduce the natural 
erowtli r.ilc hv pioviding pie-natal, 
n.iial .ind posi-n.it.il services We want 
to iccliuc tils pcueinal and infant 
morlaliu lale in .lease the coverage 
ot imiminisation, health education on 
personal hygiene, environmental 
sanitation and pieventation of mal¬ 
nutrition among other things ” 

Such noble intentions, however, 
make little sense while Dr Malagimam 
remains sitting at the Shastn Nagar 
health post w'aiting for someone to 
remember that he has been posted 
there • 

Godfrey Pereira/Bombay 


SCMOAV 29 Apill- 8 May 1990 


79 






ailadilla, Bastar district. 
Madhya Pradesh. In the 
universal language of the 
frontier and the pioneer, 
this IS “God's own coun¬ 
try” India’s modern pioneers—a pro¬ 
fit-hungry government, its state-run 
forest and mineral corporations, and 
the wealthy Indians who benefit- 
have treated it as )usi that rich, 
untitled, exploitable 

On one side of these niisi-shrouded 
hills IS a fore.st so thick and lush that 
the mind boggles Crecper-ladon tiees 
tower into the skv, and tlic undci- 
growth IS choked with gieeneiv Bui a 
five minute climb b\ )eep, across the 
ridge, and one enters the world of 
profit that has resiructuied the lives o( 
the tribal peoples to whom these hills 
and forests belonged a mere .10 years 
ago 

On this side is a vast moonscape in 
which nightmarish machines mtwe and 
chug, blast and excavate, in a plateau 
that slimes of silver, the Bailadilla iron 
ore mines The ore here will last tor 
several HX) years Its potential dwarls 
that of the older mines in the Sing- 
hbuin-Keon)har range in Bihar and 
Orissa. Since the l%0s this high- 
qualitv oie has led Japan’s legendaiy 
steel mills, and is today India’s largest 
foreign-exchange earner 

Ranchi city, Bihar This haphazard 
industrial and commercial city of one 
million seems worlds away from Baila 
dilla's sleeping hills 
But, according to those 
who remembei this dis- 
trict and this once H h 

popular hill resort. Bas- 
tar and Bailadilla. «()(> 
kilometers awav, could 
be like Ranchi in 
another 20 years of 
change 

The issues of concern 

aie already the .same As —-- 

in other parts of India's / 

oential (rihal bell, the tjUl U 
peoples who lived in D- 

these hills and foiests 
have lost their 
foiests, their lands, their liveli¬ 
hood. and are today impoveiished 
fatmers. migrant agricultural and 
I plantation labour oi cheap fodder for 
the industries that have spuing up on 
then land But Ranchi, iinadcd a 
cenUiiy-and-a-hall agii tis ouisidors 
tired h\ tlio ambiluuic ol industiv .nni 
commeue, is tiiiias at using boil as 
the epicentie ol the Jh.nkhaiid move¬ 
ment, while Bastai, isolated until M) 
years ago only simmeis vuih a streng- 
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Karkeli village: tribals are upbraided for delaying the construction of a patwsil’a hoc 


God’s own 
country 

But land alienation is a truth that the 
Bastar tribals have to live with 


theiimg Naxahte movemenl i 

British colonial inteicsts and the ! 
iiearlv unchanged economic policies 
pursued by independent India have 
been disastrous tor the 40 million 
tribal people—8.1 per cent of the 
countiy's total tribal population—who 
inhabit the niincral and forest rich 
r.mges that stretch from the Santhal 
Parganas and the Chhotanagpur 
plateau in the east, svestward to Gu¬ 
jarat, and south to the Dec- 


can The last report 
of the commissioiiei lot 
scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes, com- 
I I inents "'('he situation in 

tribal areas is particulai 
Iv disquieting The tribal 
’ pctiple are continuously 

losing command over 
their I c sou ices on 
almost all counts ” 

it thii speed 

ll IrlL of dispossession is 

fjU matched only by the 

* variety of ways in which 

the tribals have been 
stripped of what belongs to inem 
Virtually all tribal peoples depend on 
forests to a great extent but B D 
Sharma, commissioner foi scheduled 
castes and tribes since 1^86. and a 
former collector of Bastar district, 
notes, “the forests are being treated as 
the state’s own property”. Colonial 
forest policies in the mid-19th century 
restricted customary tribal rights to 
hunt and use wood and non-wood 
produce, and instead vested own- 


•WKMV 2) A(iiII-4 MX 1990 












^ 4 ^ 





Delhi InBastar.thc 
most remote of the cen¬ 
tral tribal distnets, the 
opening of the BaiUdilla 
mines led to the trans¬ 
formation of the 40(1- 
people village of Kirin- 
dtil into an industrial 
township of 25.(100 m 
the 20 years since 1070 

Other projects plan- 


many wavs, most damningly 
b\ cheating them of their land Such 
land alienation is a fail ac compli in the 
('hhotanagpui areas of Bihar, say 
most observers, because this region 
was (lenetiated more than other tribal 
areas in both the Mughal and Biitish 
peiiods Despite protective legisla¬ 
tion, such alienation continues till 
today ' I here aie many dangei signals 
that agiieultural land is actually not 
with the iiibals." sa\s S.K ('hand. 


* n n ♦'♦nil tiii'cii's, si.fv V iioiiu. 

ned in Bastar will totally , (nj-i.il welfare secretary for 












ership o| tiu hiiHs ol tlu foicsic in the I mes in tribal areas in Aiidhr.i 
si.iie Ih I M i'oIiiH'- niie slu iie PiaJesh and Mahaiashli.i that boulei 
(lienul and • nioui'd .iltei iiuiepend- i on Bastai threaten I.OO.OOO peopk 


iiKe loda\ i.o'i ‘<s pi', ,, ,,| I , 1,(1 ) 4()(i sij kms of good foiest and 

liuli.i s loiL'Is III owned I's iIk slat' I agticultiiial land do the noith west 
b.iii ing (ou St .ire.is in the tiibal iioi th- j the mammoth multipurpose dams 
east ill Basiai, liili.ils m.iintaiii then j being built on the .Nainiada rivci will 
ti.idiiional light' IS coiuessions |o- j uproot 2,(l(l.tl0() people mostly tiib- 
dav 'll only onc-tiKh o( (he si.iiuling | .ils, and diowii 1,5(I(J sii kins, one-thud 
loiest I'l the distiKi tin O'.! is le- j ot which is good loiests In the 
seived fotest ov ned I'lniiiiisteied i Singiauli-Sidhi legion of 
and poluetl by the M.idhva I'l.idcsh | lip .mil MP vast le 


tiansfoim the distiict dneetoi ot research at 

and Its natural enyiion- y^ (,i.,tnute of Social Service 

ment Some 2().()()() peo- keeps 

pie will be ufirooted and coniplimenting itsell 'ii the giounds 
00 sq kms ot |irim(; , agiieulliiial land has not been 

loiest land submerged it I ;,|,(.„,„(.(j ■ 

several hydio-elcelric | n.,st.n h.is still not seen the tvpe of 
projects planned on the ^ ,|,e„aiiun that has taken pk ce 

Indravati live, m south , (.,,(.((here in the legio.i But conims- 
Bastar arc nui t New * u , , T ♦ 4.1 

, , sjonci scheUiikcl i^astcs and tnhes 

non oie mines lo lecd 1 , m ci . 1 

. 11 . fi SharriKi warns. Ahenaliun 

thcBhilaistee plan will ^ 

open up another 50 sq base .ome up and ,n s%me areas these 
kms of foie^sts m noith I s„, ,(„ 

Bast.,. (7the, p.o|e(ts ; ,„;p,,(, (,, 

'i*^ , 1 ^ ' pi.mis IS enoimoiis hut m (neaiby 

aitaiyeaimet sq j (h^. districl) piivate land 

kms of forest land, in j „ phenomenal But the 

tludiiu; bOfl sti kins in . . . , . .u , . c 

, rt . I ' h'lid alien.ition in the stale has un- 

Ihc 1 )andakarain .1 u . u. n . 

, , , , , douhtedh .issunied men.u'iiL' piopor- 

habililation sehenie foi i , . < > 

fast Bengal ufugees in I 

the end fhsOs | the Jfi.ii khanil move- 

l.aigei fiydel and | WW ment ’’ I xpl.ims Arvind 
thermal powei sehe- j Nelain, .i (hiul-leiin i oiieiess party 
bal areas in Aiidhr.i | menibei ol P.iiliaim in liom Bastar 
Mahai.ishli.i that hoidei j <md .i tubal ■Betaiisi the tiibals in 
hreaten 1.00.000 peopk ! south Bihai have been totallv cx- 
kms ol good foiesi and | plcited In oiitsiik'is. polilicallv, eeo- 
land do ifie noitfi west iiomie.illv m every wav It is only 

>th multipurpose dams .liter getting cdiaaled that they have 

n the .Naim.ida nvei will hecoiiie coiiseious of this I he same 
000 people mostly tub- thing will hapjren here in Bastar ” 
n 1,500 sij kills, one-thud Aveoulmg to Nel.im, the euirent 
. good loiests In the fate ot the lentral Indian tribal re- 


loiesi (lepailmenl j seives of coal are mak 

l-xpropri.ition of iiih.il land bv the i mg llie aiea “the powi ■ 
government lui mdusliies, theimal \ wipit.il ot India', hut 
and hvdro-eleetia power plants, and ! the i ost ol some 
large imgalion s^heni'-s h,is had a! 1,50,000 tiih.ils who 
simihirlv seveie impact on the tnbaK ! must make wav loi the 
ol eeiUial Indi.i 1 he tribal distiicts vif ! .’oal tields which hv the 
Bihai are alre.uiv he.ivily industrial j .md ot the Eighth hive 
ised, hut the impact ol this is in 5 Yeai Plan will cover IHO 
ereasinglv bemg (ell beyond the large sq kms 
urban-industri.il areas with the open [he opening up ot 
mg each yeai ot new mines and these tubal areas by in- 
indiisfries righriiilo the hmtetland of dustrv and other large 
these distiic'ts Working eoallields in piofccts has also led to a 
(he trihal-dominatcd south distnets ol sirarp influx (4 outsiders 
<. Bihar vovci 2.700 sq kms, virtually who have exploiled the 
twice the si^e of the union territory ot local t r 1 ba 1 s in 
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opening up ot 


The scale and 
speed of 
deprivation is 
matched only by 
the variety of 


gioiis IS inevitable given 
the lack ol piotective 
legislation that has been 
applied to tribal areas in 
the north-east ol India 
d'he (tih Schedule ol the 
('onsiitution, which ap¬ 
plies to the north-east 
tribal legions empow¬ 
ers tribal district coun¬ 
cils to manage land and 
forests, and to acl|udi- 
eatc m most civil and 


these tiihal areas by in- ways in which the criminal disputes This 


who have exploited the 
local t riba Is in 


tribals have been 
dispossessed 


gives the villagers <irja< - 
lo ownership of forests 
and all land And unlike 
the ccntial tribal bell, 
inline restrictions hav. 








piotected the north-east tribals from 
being reduced to a minority by outsid¬ 
ers who come in with the opening up 
ot fciresis and mineral resources 

"I have otien said in Pailiameni that 
the protection given to the north-east 
should have been given to central 
India,” says Netam ‘The people of 
that area were more conscious, more 
educated, and yet they got the max¬ 
imum protection. Vet nobody will 
approve this foi central India " 

Concerned government officials 
agiee with Netam that the protections 
piovided in the bth Schedule arc 
essential safeguards foi all tribal re¬ 
gions. “The fight in the central tribal 
areas is for self-governance ,"says B.D 
Sharma "flim riianv fiats from Delhi 
can you go on lighting whether it’s 
the forest acts or other laws In the 
6 th Schedule areas there is no forest 
ranger, no police constable, no //ar- 
wan, no excise collector,” says Shar¬ 
ma “It you lemove these tour from 
Hastai, you'll be hailed as a savioui 

In the last four decades howevei, 
successive central governments have 
unifoimly lesisted giving these areas 
grcMtei autonomy' According to 
Bhiipender Singh, former special com- 
missionei lor schcduleit castes and 
scheduled tubes and now directoi of 
the Delhi-based Council foi Social 
Development, “'1 heie is resistance 
from the rulers because they don't 
want to let go ot power ” 

Rather than pay attention to the 
problems ot the tubal are,is, central 
and stale goveinmenis have continued 
to play politics S K Ch.ind, earlier 
Hihai's tribal welfare secretary and 
deputy commissionei ot the tribal- 
m,i|ority l.ohardaga district, warns, 
”We are approaching the Ihuikhaiid 
problem from oui entirely old w.ivs ol 
thinking One is that the tribal will not 
proiesi loo sharply it you take a\yav 
a\yay his land and ex¬ 
ploit him |iisl shoii ol 
the [lomi o( ilcath 
Seioiul, tliaf vou pick 
out the Iiib.ils who ,iie 
likely lo .mit.ite and 
diown Ihciii III drink oi 
buy ihem off " 

'he ti usii.iiuiii'. th.it 
Ksult liotn Ihis con- 
imuc'cl inisli.iuiMinc aic 
evidciil e\ci' in liibal 
le.ult Is lioni h s-- \ ,'laiilc 
.iKMs !h,u) south Hih.ii 
"W ho ssil! listen ' .i-,ks 
AlMlid Ncl.im Ills t oii- 
gress MP iiom tt.isi.ii 
“In Bhop.il, 111 f’tiu.i. 



The tribals will be 
considered 
civilised when 
their men wear 
trousers and their 
women cover 
their breasts 


A timber depot at Narayanpur: consumerism of the cities causes depreriation ofti 

m ,ill the st.lle c.ljiitals they .iie | 
too busy to pay .itlenlion lo iln j 
mtciests ol the tiib.ils lakt ihi t s.iui I 
pie of the Jharkand dcm.uul ' s.iys ' 

Net.im "Thev are noi .tskiiiLi h'l .1 ' 
separ.ite naiion, they <iie onb askiuc ' 
li>r a scpaiiite stale 01 .1 sep.ii.iti 
ailminislialiye unit Iheit shoiililii 1 | 
be iiny diKiiully in tin eos'. iiiiueni i 
agiceing to this but il dnisii 1 .igici 
I hat ik'spilc eiownu' lxhIciui <'I 
the popul.irily ul the Ih.iikli.iiul dc 
maud 111 the 12 Inh.il disli u is ol Hihar 
and 111 some ot itu’ (.oiitigunus ,ueas oi 
Orissa both ihe L'eiitr.il .iiiil Hill,11 
go\einmeiil have so lar .isoideil luyiiis,' 
grc'.ilei autonomy lo this legiou 01 
entcilamed in am seiious was ilie \ 
dem.iiKl foi .1 sepai.iic st.iu made 
u p o I I h c H I h a I ! 
disiiKts th.ii h.i\L a , 
l.uee peuenl.ine ol tub- 1 
-ils Hluipendc'i Singh, | 
meuibei ol Ihe ceiitial ! 
goveinmenis commit- j 
tee oil lharkh.inil | 

•itlaiis. says. ’ l.yen ihis j 
goyeiuinent may not be | 
likelv to lontede Itie de- | 
in.incl toi a sepai.ile \ 
state because of the re- | 
peiciissions on (he 

Bodol.ind, Kashmii, 

Ciondw .tnaland, and 
Cftaikh.iiui dem.inds 
But I believe they will 
have ro mve me.itei 


aulouoim 

Singh tesds that .1 scp.ii.iU snic 
vsould sii\e ilu mteie-'i' of ihImis 111 
s.nilh Hih n ' Siu h ,1 sl.ik woiikl 
keislatc .la.iinsl (llu pioblenis ol kind 
■ dient.ition aiul kind espiopn.ilion) 
.iinl see (h.il the admiiusl 1 .iti\e 
aiachiui i\ laiiiC' lliis on! puipeiK 
sa\^ Hhn|H ndei Siimh 

I Ik pi nil II \ I ,K lot I h,i t h.is 
wt.ikiiKtl llu ^.isi toi .1 sLp.ii.ile 
Ih.nkh.md sl.Uc toi llu tiibiis is ih.il 
they .III no longer in ,1 iiia|oiiu in 
Lilliel Ihe st.lle pioposc'tl ot the Hihai 
,M 1 ’ ttiiss.i .iiul West Bengal slistiicts 
OI in the south Hih.n distiicts Ihis 
lactoi ot oiiisidc'is becoming more 
luimc'ious 111,111 the origin.il tiili.ds is 
likely to become an explosiye issue 
soon esen in lomotc aic.is like Baslai, 
whetc the population density shot up 
tiom 'd.sij k'lis 111 I't?I to 47 s(| km^ in 
Idsl and th pi icenlage ol tiibals Icll 
lioiii 72 I p' 1 eeni lo (i 7 S pei cent in 
the same j'eiiod 

Ihe siinaiion m the Jhaikli.md tub 
.il belt illiKti.iies well that the kick of 
salegii.itds .ig.iinst outsiders swamping 
Ihe tiihals is later used to deny the 
local tribals gre.itei aiitonoiliv 01 a 
st.iintory share in powci ( uiiously 
enough, neilhei the eonceined goy 
cinment officials noi the Jhaikhand 
movement le iders like Ram Daval 
Munda or B f’ Kesii have idenlilied 
when the population figures lurned 
against the tribals of the region Both 
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'ests 


lor their pains is thal 
they will be consideied 
civilised when their men 
wear trousers and their 
women cover then 
breasts 

In Bastar, the wounds 
inllictcd by the j:overn- 
nienl and exploitative 
outsiders are still law 
Listen to Chendru, a 
Muria tribal man in his 
rnid-torties who loes in 
Ciaibengal villape near 
the town of Narayanpui 
“I don’t unilerstand any¬ 
thing Only the \(irk(ir 
11 n ti e I N t a n (.1 s . s a y s 
t’hendiu "riiey tell me 
one day that the land I 
live on doesn't belong to 
me That I h.ive to pay 
tor It That the tamarind 
liecs my lather planted 
don’t belong to us 

TP"- 


gloups tliiis lab III t". II' lalilies ll is 
likelv ih.il Oibals an, a slight ma|oritv 
m Ranchi Singhbuni I ohaiiiaga, and 
(iiinila disliKts 111 Bihai but not in 
the othei eiehl dislints im hided in the 
proposed Iharkham! st.ile 1 tibals 
woukl be loughlv pei ct nt ol the 
population III a stale made up these I? 
districts And lucoiding to Bluipeiider 
Singh tiib.ils woiihl be in a ina|oi nv in 
onl\ Sunilcigaih .nid Mavuibhani tlis- 
ttitls ol Oiissa, lull not in Keoiiih.ir 
and Sambaipni and run at all in Ihe 
hlnee WesI Heng.il distiiets nl Pninha 
Bankiiia and Mnliiapui I lu two Ml’ 
districts 'ol Kriigarh anil Satguia ha\i 
deal tribal ma)orilies but nuisl coin- 
incntatois (eel that theic is hule sup 
poit tor the .tharkhand demand heie 

B astai ishkili to go tin Ihaikh.ind 
wav Without aiiv lestiiciions 
placed on outsidiis siitimg in the 
disttici, today’s alieadv-thin liiluil 
niu|oiitv will he reduceil to a mmoiitv 
in anotlier decade oi twvi ol mdus- 
ti lalisation As m Bihai, a token 
number of liibals will be employed as 
labour and in luinoi level posts in the 
industiies set up I he v.ist ma(oiity o( 
the local tnbals will be impoverished 
as agricultural hind is poor in most o( 
the central tribal bell All protests as 
with the increasingly strong extremist 
^^I’lovcment thioughout the elistrict, will 
be branded <is Naxalite activity and 
se(uashed All that the tnbals will get 
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I he\ s,iv all this hind belongs to the 
'.'ovcrnmenl I don l undeisttind anv- 
ihmg Onlv Ilie goeeinment knows" 
In B.istai ihe goveinment and its 
agents an alieady Ihe oppressois ol 
the people thev are meant to "de- 
vclo|> and pioleel Arnu''! with hiws 
that make the tnbals tie 'uissers on 
then own land and lo'ests the loiesl 
laitgeo police .ind leveiiue staff .ire 
the evpioitativc aiul wealthy dnr/ro of 
the legion Ihe administration itselt is 
so lai-ieinoved aiu hieiaichie.il that 
.It best It IS paterntihstie. at worse an 
inie.iiing burciiueiat\ that impovei- 
ishes .tnd oppresses 

l.aws aiie! (ihnis maile aecorelmg to 
the inieiests ol iiitsiders pay scant 
lespeet to the itadiiional economics of 
tiibai communities or to their in- 
tciests Bhupemlei Singh notes that 
survev and settlement operations 
undertaken bv tnc government lead to 
dispossession of tribal land that is 


often held bv a clan or by a village 
eldei The situation is worse, says 
Singh, m the many areas where shift¬ 
ing cultivation was practiced and 
where theie is raielv ever written title 
to the area being cultivated 

Both in Bastar ;ind in the south 
Bihar tribal belt education and train¬ 
ing have alwavs l.iggcd behind the 
industrialisation .nid opening up of the 
.irea 1 his is unlike the north-east 
tribal aie.is wheie the local people 
are usuallv sulliciently educated to 
piotect then land and to take advan¬ 
tage ol .inv economic cli.niges In the 
ceiitial tubal .iie.is, notes Bluipcnder 
Singh loi even pioiect lioni Jam¬ 
shedpur to heaw engineering plants to 
irrigation projects (o townships lril*..l 
land has been .icc|uiied ihiough st.iie 
expropriation All th.il these piojects 
have me.int to the tnbals is th;it tribal 
land has been .iciiuired but that the 
benefits h.ive gone to otheis' 

Statutoi y icservations 
in the legislature and in 
publii sectoi corpora¬ 
tions, and even the vast 
sums of monev spent on 
tribal welfare, have not 
compensated foi the loss 
of bind <ind forests 
B O Sharrn.i savs. 
"first you lake ovei his 
forests and then vou sav 
we aie going lo develop 
vou on a wage of Rs ^ 
per dav 

The 7,000 cioies or so 
expended on iiibal de- 
velopiiieiit have laigely 
been spent on iidmmistration, notes a 
Planning Commission report on tubal 
development in the Seventh Plan 
period Worse,tnbals,strijiped ot their 
land and lorests, simply ilo not have 
the economic assets to make use of 
ciedit howevei liber.il the terms of 
lending In a BWO study of Bastai 
disiiict. the MPchaplei of the Peoples 
Ciiion fot Civil i ibeities (PLICl ) 
notes. “Tlieie .ne altogcthei I SO bran¬ 
ches of dilfeient banks now swamping 
Bastar 1 akhs of rupees of credit is 
given every yeai The government’s 
part of the expendituie alone came to 
Rs .S 74 crores last year But the 
immediate need is not credit to im¬ 
prove their land but scope to improve 
It, which IS closed by the forest policy 
and irrigation policy. Indebtedness 
results. Some of the commercial bunks 
attach their property A study ol 
Kondagaon, in 1976-1981, established 
that of the 499 farmers who receivetl 
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loans trom llic l.and Mortgage Bank, 
47<) people lost their cattle or land 
because of their inability to pay back 
rile point about these programmes 
IS not that they geiiciale corruption, 
which they do. but that they genetate 
poverty and landlessness ” 

F orest laws set up bv the British and 
continued in independent India, 
and l.iws that allow tribal land to be 
expropriated W'lthoiif due le.tson or 
adequate compensation, are ni laet 
unconstilutionai. notes ('lilialiapati 
Singh of the Indian I .iw Institute in 
New Delhi " The forest de partment in 
India IS nothing but another kind of 
zarntnikni says Singh “ Ihe policing 
and penal poweis given to the forest 
deptirtment heie have not been given 
anvwhere else in the world There are 
two penal codes m India one for 
forest dwellcis, one tot citi?- 
ens " Singh notes 
that the Foiesi Act does 
not differentiate he- i 
tween cognisable and “ 
non-cognisable ottenees' c 
and thus makes ".ill off¬ 
ences conceimng the 
loiest and its piodiice ' 
grounds for at rest 
Under the Indian I’enal 
C ode only ollenees that 
threaten mimy to .m in¬ 
dividual oi to the state 
.lie grounds lot airest 

‘T videntlv. with leg¬ 
islation pertaining to the 
loiests the reason be- 
bind limiting libcities Wuriatritah 
,irid enacting a different themashab 
tvpe ol cTiiniiial law is other than 
grace dangei to people or the security 
ol the state ” savs Singh “ The reason 
toi the Biitish vviis clearly to l.icilitate 
the economic exploitation ot forest 
lesouices thiough coercion and cle- 
c ic e III SCI l.ir as Iiidi.iiis conlinue with 
these l.iw's and pioceduies. the reason 
cannoi be clilteieni 

Singh .ilso points out that land 
eamiot be appropiiateci bv the govern- 
mem vMih(>ut first meeting universal 
pimciples ol ec|mlv "As the sitiiatK'n 
stands loclav m Incli.i," says Singh, "if 
clic 1 oiistiuclion ot a d.im lesiills m the 
subme rge rici oi common lorest land, 
,'s m\.ni.ibi\ b.ippens dwellers aie 
asked to vacate .uui scinie meagre 
compc us.iiii'u is civeii ilivm in lieu 
But heie i.ssues couceimug compensa¬ 
tion and Ihe scientilie woitii ot the 
project tend to submerge the eentr.il 
point abcnit the |ust disinbimon ot 


requirements of socialist principles 
enshrined in the Indian Constitution 
require that at a minimum the dis¬ 
placed get sultieicnt hydro-electric 
powet tor then needs. 

This is echoed by B D Sluiima. 
who notes, "The persons who have 
been deprived ol a resource they i 
depend on should come first. But ! 
today tliev aie ousted and given a lew ! 
lupees T his inequity must stop ” , 

S K Chand, the former trihal wel- i 
fare secretary of Bihar, notes, "It | 
indusfrialisation is to take pl.iee, it will 
take place from the mineial-rich 
areas, which are the tubal areas But 
the question is when the government 
IS taking land, it is taking the only 
means ot a stable income ol pooi 
people and is motallv bound to sec 
that the poor peison is not harmed 
But the government earliei gave a 
pittance as compensation and that too 



Muria tribals at Garfoangal: the administration dismisses 
them as habituai drunks 


you This IS a wuiped method of 
development. Dams mean not drink¬ 
ing water but destruction ot fields 
cultivated lor 2,tKKJ years Theie is 
out-migration from heie because of 
poverty vet hunch eels c)f people flow 
in hcie to gel atflueni 

I These ironies aic inescapable in 
! Bastai too vvhcic the government 
! enloiccs mappiopn.ite and inipover- 
, ishing policies with the excuse that the 
i tribals must be "developed'' and must 
I be "biouglil into the national niain- 
slieam" The iionv of a coiiufil .md 
inefficient public works depailmenl 
teaching the tiibals sanilaiv living 
escapes the goveiiimenl, or ihiii ot a 
hieiaichic.il and moiibund administra¬ 
tion teaching the liibiK democi.icv 
The local liibals’ resislanci to being 
f'oice-lcd pi.ms Ih.il do no'. bencTil 
them IS tiismissecl bv goveiimienl offi 
c'l.ils on giouiuT. that aie vetv 
cTcailv i.itist Tnb 
ils aic l,i/v .md chunks 
.iccording to all semor 
.md pmioi govcrmiu 
olficials^ Icl .iloiH the 
tiadcis .md businessmen 
who c Xfiloit Ihe (tib.ils - 
III B.isi.ii .mil . isew'hcic 
In the toresied ullage of 
B.illi 1(1 kilomciies off 
ihe m.im to.id liom Ihe 
toven ot Kond.igaon m 
B.islai disiiicl local le 
venue otficeis shouted 
"I’lvo ittir fno , and 
"We .lie going to get 
J i.iboiii tiom outside’ . ,it 
inehiiated tiibais who 
h.id dcT.iyc'd building a 

I house loi fiiiln an In be pc i manelltlv 
posted 111 then village But m the 
I nearbv village ol M.iidapal the liibal 
\arpamh says cTearly 'V\'c want 
roads, and sometimes iloctois But we 
don’t want police diotikis oi the 


was siphoned off Second, it the gov I house loi a luitwari 
ernment is setting up industries, cer- posted m then vi 
tainly it should have the intellect to set ' nearbv village ol N 
up subsidiary occupations." \arp(uu h says ck 

If ameliorative and cquily-diiccied roads, and somctim 
policies .ire not put into practice, it is don’t want police 
because the interests cri the Indian paimtns 
state aie such that the inteiests of the 

tiibals have to be made subservient lo j I he ston is llic s 
the inteiests of a small elite, say those . the tnb.il ateas I 
involved with tubal conceins BD the Jhaikh.md movi 
Sharmu savs, "After all it is Delhi’s “'I heie is oveiv 
consumerism that is devastating Bas- centrism m a modi 
tar's forests The tubal has only one tribes .is imperlect 
house, only one plough Me does not veisionsol Hindu si 
have wetoden panellings and othei great anti-t.ihal bta 


j I he ston IS llic same fvctywheie 111 I 
. the tnb.il ateas Ramdayal Munda, I 
the Jhai kh.md movement leadci. says, I 
“ I heie IS o\ei w helming ethno- j 
eenirism in a model which only sees j 
tribes .Is imperlect or vei to evolve I 
veisions ol Hindu society .incl (here is ! 
great anti-t.ihal bias m .1 model which ; 


unnecessary things. The pressuie IS all j criticises tribes as ignoiam ehilclish 


irom useless things here " 

In Ranchi, Ram Dayal Munda, thc 
ehaiismatic professor of linguistics 
who has revitalised the Jharkhand 
movement in the last decade, says, 
“Road rneans police, a person who 


beiielits. Aecoiding to Smgh, the 1 beats you It means persons who cheat 


and backward because they will not . 
cooperate and follow a patli ('utlined 
for them by unsympathetic outsiders i 
...The tribes have their own ide.is^ ' 
about the direction they would like" 
their development to take "• 
Siddharth Oube/Ba»tar mtd 
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SUNDAY SPORTS 


Sounding the board 


Players take on Indian Hockey Federation officials 


I Jf M Indian Mockey 

! ■■ ^ Federation (IHF) 

I and the Sports Au- 

{ thority ot India 

I ■■ (SAl) have com¬ 

bined to rum Indian hockey,” said a 
former player, commenting on the 
1 formation of the Association of Indian 
' Hockey Players, which decided to 
I boycott selection trials held recently m 
1 preparation for the Beijing Asian 
I Games All the leading players of the 
(country have been excluded from the 
r initial selection itself 
I The player, who wished r ~ ~ 

I anonymity, felt the players 
i were being pushed into 
j such a cornel by the federa- 
I tion that they had to pro¬ 
tect their interests by form¬ 
ing an association and de¬ 
manding Its recognition by 
the IHF 

Tiouble was brewing for - 
a long time The IHF had j 

selected a team for the \ 

World Cup in Lahore and 
then dropped nearly the 

whole side for the subse- ***■ ""'. . 

quent Indira Gandhi Gold 
Cup competition held in ■ 
Lucknow This was the be- ■ 

'' ginning ot the latest round 

of feud between players -- 

and officials. PapgatSin 

Then came the announcement that 
there would be “open trials" for the 
selection of the Inian squad for the 
Beijing Asiad to be held in Septem¬ 
ber. Initially, there was confusion over 
the term “open”, which was later clar¬ 
ified to mean that all players recom¬ 
mended by their respective state asso¬ 
ciations could attend the camp The 
trials were held in Delhi over three 
; days from 17 April 
I The leading players of the coun- 
{ try—32 of them selected for the La- 
I hore and Lucknow competitions— 
i formed an assoaation and demanded 
i that the IHF redress their grievances 
' Only then would they join the selec- 
i tion camp, their spokesman, World 
M Cup captain Pargat Singh, said, 
j IHF president Raghunandan Prasad 
I reacted very strongly. “We will not 


submit to any blackmail by the play¬ 
ers,” he stated “There cannot be un¬ 
ions in the playing field We will main¬ 
tain discipline at any cost- Lack of 
discipline has been the main reason 
for India’s debacles in hockey.” 

On the third and last day of the 
trials, Pargat and other members of 
the players’ association met Prasad. 
But the problem was not resolved as 
each side refused to budge from its 
position While Prasad maintained 
that he had given a 7 pm deadline to 
the playcis to report on the field. Par- 


'■f|r 


I- 


Paryat Singh (aacond from left); leading the revolt 

nenf that gat denied knowledge of any such iilti- 
” for the matum, especially about the trials 
d for the being extended by a day il they re- 
Septem- ported. 

isionover However, on the Iasi day of the 
later clar- trials, eight of the players who had 
rs recom- decided to boycott the camp, reported 
tate asso- for the workout Tliey were Ajit Lak- 
imp The ra, Viajy Kujur, goalkeeper Subbaiah, 
ver three Gundeep Kumar, Abdul Aziz, Nagen- 
dir Singh, Subodh Khandekai and 
he coun- Jagdeep Singh. In addition, Mark Pat- 
r the La- terson and Jagbir Singh had sent let- 
;titions— ters explaining their absence 
lemanded A total ol 12.5 players attended the 
rievances camp National coach Udham Singh— 
the selec- over whose appointment there was a 
n, World hue and cry—did not attend the trials 
aid. owing to personal reasons. SAl lepre- 

lan Prasad sentative Balkishen Singh was also ab- 
. unit not sent But seven selectors were there to 


assess the potential of the players. 

The IHF had onginally decided to 
select 40 players for an initial camp, 
after which the number was to be 
pruned to 26. A little before the prop¬ 
osed participation of the Indian team 
in the BMW competition in Holland, 
the final 14 was to be named Bit, 
after the row with the players, every¬ 
thing seems uncertain For example, 
players like Patterson, Jagbir and even 
Thoiba Singh, whose names were not 
included by the Bengal Hockey Asso¬ 
ciation in the list of players recom- 
“] mended by it to the IHF, 
would naturally be included 
. ' sometime in the future 

Whatever the final com¬ 
position of the team, India 
I "(.■-A, will fare very poorly be- 
ik ■ cause the leading players 

||k . have been excluded While 

stating this clearly, former 
i Olympic captain Gurbux 
Singh said “I don’t see why 
the senior players refused 
to join the camp. If they 
. felt they were better than 
I the rest. It should have pro- 
vided them even more 
I reason to attend But it is 
i only fair to give every 
I talented player a chance. 
—' Way back in 1958 there 
weie players who were 
tried out after the initial lot were given 
a workout There is no harm in trying 
out new players 

"I don’t know the details of the 
demands made by the players. But if 
their grievances are genuine, they 
should tackle it in a straightforward 
manner by meeting IHF o^cials and 
thrashing out the issues directly. They 
should not have used the demands to 
boycott the trials. After all, it is the 
IHF which will have the final say.” 

The players’ association in a letter 
to Prasad alleged that the players who 
won the Indira Gandhi Gold Cup were 
not given their pocket money, at the 
rate of 10 dollars a day for eleven days 
(since this was an international 
I tournament) and were not supplied 
with their kit when the tournament 
I started. They also demanded among 
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i other things, the grading of ali-India 
i tournaments, payment of first class 
i tram fare and Rs 1(K) as DA per day 
for all-India level competitions. They 
I also felt that the number of tourna¬ 
ments for the leading clubs and play- 
I ers should be curtailed so that 'he 
players get some rest. For the same 
reason, they advocated coaching 
camps of shorter duration The last 
demand was for benefit matches for 
players in need and foi those who 
were on the verge of retiring 

T he demands have met with the 
appioval ot all sports-minded peo¬ 
ple in the country It is a tact that 
hockey does not generate the kind of 
money players in many other disci¬ 
plines receive And, after years of 
serving the countiy, there should be 
something more than just honour and 
fame that the players could fall back 
on And, in order to continue playing 
to their potential, players should not 
be asked to wield the stick almost 
throughout the year as at present 
The appointment of players like 
Inam-ur-Rahman as official has also 
liked curient and former players 



alike Inam was suspended four times 
in his career—a record that should 
have prevented him from having any¬ 
thing to do with infusing discipline in 
Indian hockey And yet, he was sent 
as an observer to Pakistan for the 
World Cup Moreover, the appoint¬ 
ment of Udham Singh as coach has 
also not been received kindly Udham, 


was a great player in his day, but he 
has been out of touch with hockey for 
a long time and has had no experience 
whatsoever on artificial surfaces 
The constant rivalry between the 
IHF and the SAI has also had an 
adverse effect on Indian hockey Time 
and again, policies have been thrust 
upon the IHF by SAI, for the latter 
holds the purse-strings M P. Ganesh 
came in as India’s coach at SAFs be¬ 
hest. It was only natural that the IHF 
made things difficult for him, until he 
himself decided to quit Udham Singh 
may, at best, be a compiomise choice, 
though SAI has still to give its green 
signal on his appointment 
With all such wranglings going on, 
Indian hockey is suffering The BMW 
tourney is in mid-June and the Asiad 
in September There is vii.u.illy no 
hrealhmi; time, because at least the 
nucleus of a team should have been 
lormecl by end-Maivh at the latest 
But. thanks to the tussle between the 
players ami officials, hockey is m the 
doldrums Ami at a time when the 
standaid ol the game in India ha-- 
probably reached its nadii • 

AHfH Sen/ Calcutta 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 
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A touch of glass 

■ i luman skeletons made of 
fibreglass' Incredible 
though It may sound, it is 
not a line ftom a futuristic 
science fiction Or so says 
Arnitablia Sengupta, a local 
^irchitect from New Delhi 
' It all began loui years ago 
when Sengupta decided to 
turn his attention to his first 
love medical science 
'I'ears of painstaking eltort 
paid oft and he was recently 
able to float a 
compans—aptly named 
lien 'l'ro\at(> (Italian tor 
well-invented) which 
churns out I,*' to 20 
skeletons each month 
These were on display last 
week at the Piagati Maidan 
in Ne,w Delhi during the 
course of the Medicare 


Exhibition. Ever since, 
Sengupta has been flooded 
with letters from interested 
parties both from India and 
abroad. He is reluctant, 
however, to sell his 
invention to traders, and 
would like to concentrate 
instead on medical 
institutes, universities, 
schools and organisations 
like the Red Cross. 

At the moment, he 
refuses to divulge the secret 
behind his creation, 
claiming that even his five 
assistants do not know the 
‘secret’ But there is hope 
yet, for, he says, “I will tell 
the world some day." 

A warm 
welcome 

■ With a view to filling its 
cotfers.the Indian 
government is taking a 
number of steps to increase 
the volume of foreign 
tourists to the country 
Some of the proposed 
measures will include easy 
availability of visas, landing 
permits for 30 days at all 
international airports in the 
country, and lifting 
restrictions on photography 
,says Manish Bahl, secretary 


of tourism Calling the 
industry "an instrument of 
economic growth”, Bahl 
declared, that India would 
like to increase its share in 
the international tourism 
industry which has a total 
financial involvement of 
around Rs 2(X) billion This 
should gladden all 
prospective foreign 
tourists, and regulars too, 
who have faced problems in 
the past 


gaily painted 
All these aircraft, 
participating in the World 
Vintage Air Rally, reached 
Calcutta on 17 April on 
their way from London to 
Brisbane The fleet of old 
aircraft, included such 
models as Beach Craft 
Bonanza, Pipei, Cessna 
and Fairchild which were 
built between 1942 and 
1‘J.SO The rally included 18 
participants from many 



Vinteg* models at the Calcutta airport 


In transit 

■ Calcutta's Dum Dum 
airport presented a strange 
picture For. in the middle 
of so many Airbuses and 
Boeings were 11 old 
aircraft, which looked 
completely different from 
today’s slick models—they 
were infinilcly smaller and 


countries including 
Austialia, England, USA 
and Zimbabwe 
The 18,(KK) km race 
which began on 25 March 
will be completed m six 
weeks During the brief 
stop-overs in India, the 
pilots were enchanted with 
the warm reception that 
they received 


THIS INDIA 


KAKINADA: Villagers of ___ If 

Govindapuram in East Goda- s 

van district forcibly extracted i 

five teeth each from three per- t 

sons, whom they suspected of |p|^ ) 

practising witchcraft. The T § 

three were tied to an electnc '/ s 

pole and their te.eth removed / ^ 

when they were returning j / 

from a film. According to re- ^ A 

ports, the victims were admit- 
ted to a hospital. The police y ^ 

have arrested three persons in /SLy' CXi 

this connection— The Hindus- / / 

tan Times (O.P. Bajaj, | 

Jabalpur) -——1 

NASIK: A man suffered bums when he was physically 
lifted and thrown into the funeral pyre of his wife at 
Yaval, in Jalgaon district. Reports say that the victim, 
Umakant Chaudhary’s wife, Pushpa died due to exten¬ 


sive bums from a stove which caught fire. When the 
funeral pyre of Pushpa was lit, her brother, Bhagwan 
in a fit of rage, pounced on Umakant and threw him 
into the fire as be suspected him of having burnt his 
sister —The Times of India (A.K. Guha, Nasik) 

MADRAS: What would one normally expect when a 
snake bites a man? If the serpent w„. a poisonous one, 
then the person would die. But, a few days back, a 
45 cm-long banded krait, got killed when the 27- 
year-old man it bit, while he was asleep, suddenly 
rolled over and crushed the reptile under his weight. 
The man woke up and found the snake lying dead while 
he had swellings in different parts of his body —The 
Hindu (M.V. Prasad. Madras) 

JAMMU: A three month-old infant was allegedly 
tkQwned by his father who believed Aat the dhild 
brought him bad luck. The police said that the man had 
cemfessed to the murder—-The TribuM (H.K.L. Gan- 
dotra, Jakolari) 
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SUNDAY WEEK 




BEGINNING 29 APRIL (990 BV AMRITLAL 


ARIES (21 March'^20 April) 

This is a week of cxcelleni piuspccts Most of 
you arc advised to check cxiiavagance Only 
then will you he able i(> sas e money for the 
future, 'rile tune is tight to lorge ahead Do 
not hesitate to ask a ii leiid tor help. 

Good dates: 29. M) and 5 
Lucky numbers:5 and H 
Favourable direction: .North 



LIBRA (21 September—20 October) 

Provided you are extremely cautious, this 
,weck promises to be reasonably favourable. 
The prokssional front will throw up several 
opportunities, which il utilised, will help you 
win the praise of your superiors 
Good dates: 3,4 and 5 
Lucky numbers: 3, fi and 7 
Favourable direction: South 



TAURUS (21 April—20 May) 

For lovers, this is a good week The period is 
not favourable toi those in service Be careful 
in your dealings with members ol the 
opposite sex Children will be a source of |ov 
Take care of your health 
Good dates: 1.3 and 4 
Lucky numbers: 1,3 and 3 
FavouraUe direction: West 


SCXIRPIO (21 October—20 November) 

H An excellent week for romance lies ahead of 
you You will be in a position to make the 
proposal you have in mind. For those in 
business, a week ot luciative deals and 
tontiacts IS forecast. 

Good dates: 2, 3 and 4 
Lucky numbers: .3. h and 9 
Favourable direction: South-west 



GEMINI (21 May—20 June) 


Good date.s; 30.2 and 3 
Lucky numbers: 3, b and 8 
Favourable direction: South 



Be careful of your health. Fry nut tu 

r" -••juit.-v 


overstrain yourself. The weekend wall he 


sris- 

hectic for you Fiicnds and relatives will he ol 

/ ,'^1 

i' * 

great help. Also, you are likely to gain through 



speculation. 

1.1 


SAGI'ITARIUS (21 November—^20 December) 

Courage and loriitudc will see you through 
your piobicms this week Do not be unduly 
worncil tut the tide will soon turn in your 
lavoui Businessmen will lace a lew 
piobleiiis 


GiMtd dates; 29, 1 and 3 
i.ucky numbers; ?, ,S and 8 
Favourable direction; North 


CANCER (21 Juno—20 July) 

You might have to undertake a journey 
which will in turn solve one of vour jiressing 
problems, You will come actc'ss people who 
will be of immense help to you .A good week 
lor romance and matrimonv 
Good dates: 1.4 and 3 
Lucky numbers: 4,6 and 7 
Favourable direction: South-west 



CAPRICORN (21 December—20 January) 

A on might have to undertake an important 
loiirney which you have been avoiding for a 
long lime ()n the whole, a lairly good week 
(ill you I'hose in seivicc will gam promotions 
Ol ti .insleis 
(iood dates: III 4 and 3 
I.ucky numbers; 3. o and 9 
F'avourable direction: liast 



lf:o(2i 



July—20 August) 

This is a tmriy good week lot you Those on 
the lookout for a job may find one I hose in 
service may look forward to a piomolion or a 
transfei The time is not ripe (or speculation 
You may have to incur some losses 


Good dates; 29,2 and 4 


I.ucky numbers: 2,4 and b 
Favourable direction: hast 


AQUARIUS (21 January—20 February) 

An important change in your career is 
toretasi. Businessmen can forge ahead with 
business deals 1 hose in service will be 
awaided promotions. Family members will 
prove helpful. 'Fake care of your health. 
Good dates: 1,2 and ) 
lajcky numbers: 2,4 and 9 
Favourable direction: West 



VlR(iU(21 August—20 September) 

A sudden turn of events will not only take 
you by surpiise, but will be the beginning of a 
new phase in your life Businessmen W'ill 
strike new deals which will be profitable in 
the long run 
(iiHid dates; H). I and 3 
I.ucky numbers; 1.4 and 7 
Favourable direction: Ninth • 



PISCES (21 February—20 March) 

Thi.s IS ail important week lor professionals 
3'ou can go ahead with the changes you want 
to make. A lot of socialising lies ahead of 
you. The rime is not right for matrimony. 
Keep in touch with your friends. 

Good dates: 2.3 and 5 
Lucky numbers: 1,4 and 8 
Favourable direction: South-west 



_ STAR PARTNERS: LIBRA—CANCER _ 

Hoili Oiv juirDu ts nui’lit /nit/ it difficult to continue the relationship. The Libran woman is in needof mmted 
\iinniltitton wim h is not piocided bv the CancercOn man It will require a lot of determination on the part of the 
two partners to itutke a succe.ss of this relationship.* ■ 
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RANDOM NOTES 


Playing 

peacMMker 

a How did the much 
talked about differ¬ 
ences between Karnataka 
chief minister Veerendra 
Patil and Congress p'arty 
president Rajiv Gandhi 
achieve resolution? Take a 
i bow, party trouble-shooter 
Rajesh Pilot The former 
minister for surface trans¬ 
port spent a couple of hours 
i closeted with Patil in Kar¬ 
nataka Bhavan. And be¬ 
fore you aiuld say Chikma- 
galur, had the chief minis¬ 
ter purring Uke a pampered 
tom cat 

A happy compromise has 
now been affected between 
I Patil, who insists that the 
; task of ministry formation 
IS his and his alone, and 

i f'7^ 

''Hi 


ft 

■'J '; ■ j 


MODISH VADAV 


HEARD AT THE CPl(M) OFFICE 

What do you call Devi Lai when 
he turns communist? Tau Tse 
Tung. 

A PARTY WORKER 


transport minister K.P.Unn- 
ifcrishnan has run foul of 
senior bureaucrat and 
chairman of the Nhava She- 
va Port Trust, Anna 
Malhotra. 

The minister apparently 
summoned the chairman 
(who is married to the Gov¬ 
ernor of the Reserve Bank 
of India, R.N Malhotra) to 
his office to discuss the 
penalty of Rs 1.5 crores 
that the trust had imposed 
on a foreign construction 
company engaged in build¬ 


ing the port. Unni wanted 
Malhotra to waive the 
penalty, even though the 
company had delayed con¬ 
struction. Malhotra refused 
to oblige. 

Then, Unnikrishnan 
played what he thought was 
his trump card. He’d been 
thinking of granting her an 
extension, he told 
Malhotra 

That’s not what we’re 
here to discuss, the 
bureaucrat informed him 
tersely. And anyway, she 


Raieth PHot: mh aloti 
otpaacc 

Gandhi, who was awfully | 
keen that S. Bangarappa ■ 
(the CM’s arch rival) find a | 
place in the Cabinet. But | 
just how happy that com¬ 
promise is can only be com¬ 
puted when the Karnataka 
chief minister ’'restruc- 
j tures” his ministry. ! 


I No favours 
! required 

I IH tangled with 

technocrat Sam Pit- 
roda. And now, com¬ 
munications and surface 


THERMOMETER 


All the Janata Dal dissidents 

■ Chandra Shekhan The Oai's chief sulker. he 
has come out openly against the government with his 
Illustrated Weekly interview H's view of the matter is 
that the government will tall under the weight of its own 
sins However that might turn out, there's no denying 
that It's tottering under Shekhar’s phone-tapping 
charges 

a Yashwant Sinha: is a dissident by virtue of being 
in Chandra Shekhar's camp, pul fights shy of tearing 
into the government too aggressively Is an effective 
cheer-leader, though, and graces the sidelines at every 
Dal slanging match 

a Ram Dhan: One of ihe most prominent members 
of the Jan Morcha, this Harijan leader is among the 
most vocal critics of the Raja's sarkar Every meeting of 
the Janata Dal Parliamentary F’arty resounds with his 
diatribes against the actions of the V P Singh ministry 

a Hari Mohan Dhawan: Dal MP from Chandigarh, 
he has clashed with the government on the law and 
order issue At the last Dal parliamentary party meeting, 
had heated exchanges with the Raja over the bomb 
blast in Batata 

a Hukum Doo Yadav: One of the foremost critics 
of the government, the price rise has this Bihar f/P all 
worked up. He was so carried away by his rhetoric at a 
recent Dal meeting that he refused fo let finance 
ministe' Madhu Dandavate and Nathu Ram Mirdha 
explain the cause of fhe recent increase in prices 

a Ram JIM Suman: This Hanjan MP from Uttar 
Pradesh has been opposed to the Raja from fhe very 
beginning. Takes on ttie government for its inaction in 
instances of atrocities on the backward classes. 



K.P. Unnikrishnan: now, 
forburaaucrats 

added, she wanted no such 
favours from the minister 
IJnni IS still trying to fi¬ 
gure out just where he went 
wrong 


Musical chairs 

Humility IS catching, 

£1 and the bug has now 
travelled into the ranks of 
the Bhaiatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) But. like the Raja, 
BJP members also put on 
the oh-we-aic-so ordinaly 
facade only in full view ot 
the public. 

Their latest such posi¬ 
tive-publicity drive took 
place m a Calcutta-bound 
special aircraft No sooner 
had party leaders boarded 
the plane when member of 
Parliament Jaswanf Singh 
and Madhya Piadesh chief 
minister Sunder Lai Patwa 
dashed towards the eco¬ 
nomy section 

Once ensconced m their 
seats, the duo sat tight until 
the aircraft took off, while 
Pdtwa’s security guard 
occupied pride of place in 
the executive class But all 
that changed once the 
plane was airborne. Plans 
of travelling cattle class 
were hurriedly junked as 
Jaswant Singh and Patwa 
scurried to the relative 
comfort of the front of the 
aircraft. 

And the unfortunate 
.security guard was rele¬ 
gated to the rear • 
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Survivors 


; Some Governors are, 
j ®.fc obviously, more 
equal than others Or why 
I would the Dal government 
I rcfu.se to accept the res- 
i ignations of Khurshced 
I Alum Khan and Ram 
Krishna Tnvedi, the Gov¬ 
ernors of Goa and Gujarat, 
respectively? 

Apparently, Khan stuck 
on because the Raja 
thought It politic not to re¬ 
move a Muslim from an im¬ 
portant post at this junc- 
tu«c After all, the com¬ 
munity IS already disen¬ 
chanted with the govern- 
! ment 


HEARD IN CENTRAL HALL 

Dekha, Kashmir ne Punjab sa 
gold medal chlwen liyai 
(Kashmir has snatched away 
the gold medal from Punjab). 

A JANATA DAL MP 



I Khurshead Alam Khan: 
cHngingon 

R K Tiivedi. on the 
other, survived because ot 
tus “connections’, his son- 
! in-law IS a good friend of 
I Bhure Lai’s 


The lady’s in a 
hurry 


There's money trou- 
ble again at the en- 
vifonment ministry. The 
allotation foi the Ganga 
Atiioii IMan has yet to 
come through and (you’re 
quite nglu') Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi !s hoppr i’ mad 

This lime U s not Bimul 
Jalan who s .u the receiving 
end. The othei Mrs Gan- 
dhTs wrath is directed at 
secretary planning commis¬ 
sion, P.V Knshna Swann. 




Maneka CandhiitMrlng into CMmanMudPat0l (right) 


who was handed out a pub¬ 
lic dressing-down recently 
for his non-action. 

Next on the Maneka hit 
bst is (lujarat CM Chi- 


manhhai Patel. On a get- 
well-soon visit to her in¬ 
jured fellow-mmister Anf 
Mohammad Khan, Gandhi 
tore into Patel in the pre¬ 




Who calls the shots at the external 
affairs ministry 

I Muchkitnd Dubey: With S K Smgh becoming a 
I casualty of the St Kitts affair, Dubey has taken over 
I as foreign secretary A man of unimpeachable honesty 
* and integrity he can be expected to hold his own 
against the political pressures that will come to bear 
upon him 

r Ronen Sen: Effectively ran the ministry in the Rajiv 
? era, and even now this joint secretary briefs the Prime 
I Minister on various international issues Has 
' maintained good relations with the new foreign 
secretary and this should stand him in good stead 

I Prakash Shah: A joint secretary in the ministry he 
' had acquired a measure ot importance during the Rajiv 
I Raj, only to be marginalised once the Raja took over 
The induction of Dubey, however, will lead to his 
rehabilitation. 


S KuMmp Sahdav: H e is regarded as Muchkund 
Dubey’s man, and as such, is bound to do well now that 
^ his mentor has taken over as foreign secretary 

1^ N. Krishnan: His isolation within the ministry is very 
^ nearly complete. What makes matters worse for this 
« sjoecial envoy of the Prime Minister tor the Africa Fund 
® IS that the importance of his assignment has decreased 
after the release of Nelson Mandela, 


sence of several newsmen 
and government officials. 
The chief minister, ^id the 
lady, was in the pay of a 
leading textile tycron. 


Fly-by-road 

■ Paranoia seems to 
characterise all secur¬ 
ity set-ups. And the one 
surrounding our esteemed 
Prime Minister is no excep¬ 
tion to this rule. 

Despite the public noises 
to the effect that he was 
dismantling the security 
network established by 
Rajiv, the Raja persisted 
with the regulation that had 
that no private aircraft 
could fly into or out of the 
Safdarjang Airport, adjoin- ! 
ing the pnme ministerial re- } 
sidcnce (only in a matter of ' 
speaking, you understand). 
Civerflying private planes, 
the argument went, would 
put the head ot govern¬ 
ment's life into jeopardy. 

Fait enough, But what 
was to be done about the 
aircraft belonging to Delhi 
Gulf, which had done its 
maximum flying hours, and 
was now due for mainte¬ 
nance checks. It had landed 
at Palam Airport, but its 
hangar was at Safdarjang. 
How was the plane to jour¬ 
ney to its resting place’’ 
Elementary, said the' 
Raja’s securitywallahs: it 
could travel by road. So the 
helicopter was secured to a 
jeep, and began its journey 
down Sardar Patel Marg, 
Akbar Road and...well, we 
suppose you get the idea, 
while the police stood 
guard along the route. The 
hapless owners of the air¬ 
craft took out a massive in¬ 
surance policy on the craft 
before it began its journey, 
to cover the eventuality of 
damage. 

The distance which 
would have been covered ip 
five minutes by air, took all 
of three hours by road. 

But then, what are a few 
hours between the Raj# 
and his people. • 
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This summer the male population 


will find a new addiction. For those 
people dedicated to good taste we 
offer the irresistible Park Avenue 
Casual Shirts Qiliection. 

Made from 100% cotton and 
comfortable blends. Available in 
checks, stripes and plains, in a 
variety of attractive colour 
combinations 

The Park Avenue Casual Shirts 
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Attacking 

Ambani 

C an Arnhani \ur\ nr ‘ 
(1> 21 April) li.'Kcs 
the tug ul war between 
VI* Singh :md Dhiuibhai 
Ambam for I ,ars<-M 
1 oubro The piai liee ol 
taking revengi' (attei ,i 
change ol government) is 
nothing new, it is pievaleiit 
all ovci the woild Hut the 
Ndiional Front goveriiineni 


■ Dhirubhai Arnbani’s 
days at Larsen and 1 oubro 
are over After V 1* Singh 
became the Prime Minister, 
It was obvious that it would 
only be a matter of time 
before L&T was attacked 
While I can't help but feel 
sorry U-r Ambani, 1 hated 
the manner in which the 
take-s)vcr tycoon had been 
taking over one company 
aftei another only because 
he has power 

Shytmal Bhadra, Calcutta (Waat 
BangaD 




Dhirubhai Ambani; (above) V.l*. Singh; at loggertieads 


I seems obsessed with the 
iilcM of persecuting the 
tasoiiutcsol R.ipv (landhi 
'I'his seems to be \' P 
Singh sw.o ol innviiHing 
the eleet>'i.ite that he will 
fulfil the promises he m.idc 
to them lUii isn’t the 
eIccttM ate more w on ic d 
about the K.ishmii problem 
than conceined whethei 
the PM has tulfilled his 
promiscsor not ’ 

I fi.K aulatl, Slllgurl fWost 
I Bangmif 


Beyond repair 

K ashmir burns and all 
that the government 
can do is to wring il.s hands 
in helplessness (The fire in- 
i side,25—M March) There 
, IS no cohesive policy, no 
; game plan to effectively 
I combat terrorism in the 
I state 1 he Opposition too 
seems powerless to provide 
I a solutivni to the problem 
I Aitiuidcs ,rre hardening 


with little hope of peace in 
the near future Under the 
circumstances the BJP 
appears to be the only poli¬ 
tical party to have come up 
with plausible steps to tack¬ 
le the issue The only way 
to stop the violence and the 
mindless killings is to des¬ 
troy the terroiist camps in 
Pakistan Occupied Kash- 
mii. to annul article 370 of 
the Constitution (so as to 
preveril Kashmiris from 
taking advantage of the 
special t.ivours accorded to 
them under that section of 
the’ C oristitution ),and to 
consciously encourage 
non-f^ashmiris and non- 
Muslims to settle down m 
;he Valley We mav initial- 
l\ pav the price of a war 
with Pakistan with esc.il.i- 
tion ol violence and loss of 
more lives,but this price has 
to be p.iid if normalcy is to 
be icsioied to the state 
But does the National 
From government have the 
courage to do that * II not, 
it IS lime Advarii oi Va- 
jpavee w,is invited to put an 
end to this senseless vio¬ 
lence, once and for all 
Duke Walla, Naw Delhi 
■ The continuous curfew 
for the past five months has 
turned the people of Kash¬ 
mir into a curfew hardy 
species They seem to have 
giown cjuite immune to the 
difficulties caused by such a 
long curfew While it has 
hardly helped the Ciov- 
ernor to curb the activities 
of the militants it has only 
alienated him from the 
common masses more and 
more This has resulted in 
increasing their support for 
the militants (mujahi- 
deeiis) The various mea¬ 
sures taken by the govern¬ 
ment of India (which large¬ 
ly seem the result of sheer 
frustration) like displace¬ 
ment of the local 
bureaucracy by ‘ centre- 
chosen" candidates, post¬ 
ing of a huge army in the 
Valley, the extension ol 
profuse sympathy to the re¬ 
fugees from Kashmir, the 
ruthless beating and round¬ 
ing up of innocents, and 


finally the undignified 
treatment meted out to 
women, have tinned the 
people of the Valley 
furiously anti-Indum 
These policies have dam¬ 
aged the situation beyond 
repair 

Bradahaw, Malda (Waat Bengal) 

l^be[ieader 

T he interview with Kash- 
miii woman militant 
leadei Aasiyeh Andr.ibi 
(Don't sii sileni, 1-- 7 A\pril) 
made us hang oui heads m 
shame On the one hand 
the tieatment metevi out to 
I the women denionstiato.' 

! by die C’RPF is abomiiuible 
j to sav the least, and on tlic 
I olhci llie hlalanl pio- 
1 Pakist.mi and anti-Indian 
I staiKc adopted bv Xasiveb 
j Aiidiabi III the interview 
1 was shocking It seems the 
situation 111 Kashmir has 
leadicd a poinl of nt) le 
turn And it is a shame dial 
the gi'vettimetU at I he Ceii- 



Andrabi: antFIndia stand 


tre IS still under the illusion 
that the problem in Kash¬ 
mir IS simply a law and 
order problem 
B.R. Sampath Kumar, Uyaore 
(Karnataka) 

Base less_ 

S iniranject Singh Mann 
IS absolutely correct in 
his assumption that there is 
no hope left (On the knife 
edge, 8—14 April). It is ob¬ 
vious that there is less hope 
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Mann: tall claims 

foi him than for Puniab 
Mann’s outbursts even put 
loudmouths like Mam 
Shankar Aiyar, Devi Lai, 
Kalpnaih Rai, C)m Prakash 
Chauiala and FC K Tewari 
to shame Mow can Mann 
guarantee peate m Punjab, 
simply on the basis of such 
baseless claims that “the 
boys” will no longer in¬ 
dulge m teriorist activities 
Under the circumstances, 
what Puripib needs arc 
.strong measures to curb the 
terrorist activities Just tall 
claims will not suffice 
Samir Uarx Maha/an, New Delhi 

Breath of 
fres h air 

T he story was interesting 
and the photographs 
impressive {Return of 
romance,15 — 21 April) 
However, one cannot agree 
with the idea that the entire 
credit for the success of 
Maine Pyar Kiya goes to 
director Sooraj Barjatyn, 
and the lead pair,,Salman 
Khan and Bhagyashree. It 
IS true that the director has 
done a superb job in his 
maiden venture and the 
stars too have contributed 
largely to the film's success 
by their refreshing per¬ 
formances but that does not 
in any way undermine the 
role played by Laxmikant 
Berde, the comedian of the 
him Berde (who inciden¬ 
tally also made his debut m 
Hindi films with Maine 
Pyar Kiya) has given a very 
fine performance in this 
film and deserves a fair 


share of credit now that it is 
a mega-hit. 

Mtf. Maaoom Afehtar, Calcutta 
(Waat Bengal) 

■ At a time when the video 
boom IS sounding the death 
toll of the Hindi film indus¬ 
try, it IS heartening to find 
that Maine Pyar Kiya is 
drawing full houses at the 
theatres While Sooraj Bar- 
jatya and the lead pair, Sal¬ 
man Khan and Bhagy¬ 
ashree need to be congratu¬ 


nalists being appointed as 
amba,ssadors and high com¬ 
missioners (Mission to 
London, 25—31 March) 
Kuldip Nayar’s appoint¬ 
ment as the Indian high 
commissioner to London 
will certainly be hailed by 
his fellow journalists in par¬ 
ticular, and all Indians in 
general, as the triumph of 
honest journalism. In one 
of the largest democracies 
of the world where the 



A kcene from Maine Pyar Kiya: love In the air 


lated for the film's success, 
one cannot forget the con¬ 
tribution of Ram Laaxman. 
the film’s music director It 
IS the Dll diwana bin sajna 
ke number which has taken 
the audience by storm As 
Maine Pyar Kiya has rightly 
indicated, it’s romance time 
again 

Harakruahna Mahanta, New 
Delhi 

Time for 
c elebra tion_ 

I n a world where the im¬ 
portance of the media is 
universally acclaimed, it is 
not surprising to find |Our- 

Nayan winning laurels 



press has often been repres¬ 
sed (as during the 
Emergency) this felicitation 
calls for celebration It’s 
time we had some sincere 
and honest diplomats as 
ambassadors instead of cor¬ 
rupt politicians or cunning 
bureaucrats 

It IS most appropriate, 
(herctore, tluit another 
prominent journalist, M V 
Kamath, welcomed this 
news by saying that it is a 
lecogmtion of the woik of 
all Indian lournalists and 
then service to the nation 
As long as the pi ess is 
treated with dignity and 
granted total iibertv-demo- 
cracy will exist in this 
world 

ShlroangJ. Godbole, Pune 
(Maharaahtra) 


liie language 
issue __ 

T he comments of UP 
chief minister 
(Mulayam Singh vi every¬ 
body's —14 April) on ban¬ 
ning the use of English (to 
reduce corruption!) re¬ 


minds us of the famous 
words of Theodore 
Roosevelt, former presi¬ 
dent ot the United States of 
America, “A man who has 
never gone to school may 
steal from a freight car, but 
if he has a University 
education, he may steal the 
whole railroad ” In other 
words, hum sab clior ham 
—each according to our 
capabilities It is obvious 
that Yadav thinks he can do 
away with coiruption by 
destroying the tacloi that 
causes It —education This 
seems to be the only ex¬ 
planation toi his decision 

R.N. VaawanI, Bombay (Mahar- 
aahtra) 

■ Mulayam Singh’s ci u- 
sade against English is i idi- 
culous to sav the least It 
exposes his own inferioiili 
complex In a country 
which has so many divcisc 
languages. English acts as .i 
link— It is not the “white 
man’s burden” wc are car¬ 
rying' Yadav’s move is 
purely a vote-oriented poli- 



Yadav: no to English 

cy He seems hell bent 
upon isolating UP from the 
rest of the country 
The chief minister’s deci¬ 
sion to close public schools 
and convents is a ludicrous 
one Why doesn’t Yadav 
think of raising the stan¬ 
dard of government schools 
instead of coming up with 
such weird ideas? Hindi has 
been rejected in the south 
in no uncertain terms and 
this move will only lead to 
future problems because 
there will be no link lan¬ 
guage. . 

P.N. Banerjl, Ueerut(Utier 
Pradeeh) 
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MC.JOaiWN THtTmSOflNOIA 


■ I have written no such 
letter—eight page or any 
page. It IS also 
preposterous to even 
think that the Union 
home minister can have 
anything to do with 
subversives m J&K 

Georof Fernanurs, 

Union railways ministri, 
denying rumours oj 
having written a letter to 
the Prime Minister 
charging Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed of 
having links with terrorists 


■ The issue (in Kashmir) 
IS not lives. I'he issue is 
the durability of the 
Indian stale And the 
Indian state cannot be 
allowed to break—at any 
risk 

I K Goikai . Union 
minister for external 
affairs 

■ We are willing to talk 
but India is not India 
cannot wish awav the 
problem because it exists 
They have to talk to us 
because we are a party to 
the dispute 

ZuLi-iOAH Am Khan, 
Pakistani ambassador to 
the USA 

■ 11 pushed bt'vond ,i 
point by Pakistan, we will 
retaliate. 

Krismnaswa.ms 
S oNOARji./owier chief of 
army staff 

■ 1 am not going to 
compromise with anyone. 


nor do 1 care for the chair 
of the chief minister 

Lai-oo pRA,SAfj Yaijav, 
chief minister of Bihar 

■ 1 don’t know why 
anybody would want to be 
a minister 

Mani'ra Gandhi, Union 
minister of state for 
environment 

■ Only the National 
Front know since when 
they have adopted a 
policy of not appointing a 
minister thiough the 
backdoor 

JvoTi Basu, West Bengal 
CM on whether 
A\shohe Sen had not been 
given a portfolio because 
he had been defeated in 
the last Lok Sabha 
election 

■ We have never had any 
problem here despite the 
presence of a large 
number of Indian and 
Pakistani expatriates and 


our main aim is to cement 
the relationships here and 
not to sti am them 

Asii- IgiiAi , cooidinatai, 
Cricketers Benefit Fund 
Senes, on the eve of the 
Sharjah tournament 

■ What I am aiming for, 
you sec, IS immortality, 
and not staidom When 
I'm gone, 1 want people 
to miss me and say what a 
fine actress I was 

Madhuri iJixii, actress 



























/'NOlJ Mf-HTA 


Out of his depth 

Mufti Mohammad Sayeed's appointment as home minister 
was a gambit that didn’t pay off 


question in relation to Ihe ten times ot 
the Union home minister Mntti 
Mohammad SaveeJ the .insw'T 
would be a resoutulm^' 'no' 

In these veiv soliimns I rt memtiei 
1 hailed the swearmt'-m ol tin- Mntti as 
home mmisici .md eomi'limented 
V.P Singh foi making an inspired and 
wise choice Intleed the appointment 
ol Ihe lust Muslim in indciiendeni 
India to Ihe sensitise post was not oiiU 
welcomed for the syml'uln signals it 
sent, but also, as a ic.issuiaiue to lUil 
million Muslims leeliiig iimlei tin. 
ravages ol commaiiai iiois and mili¬ 
tant Hindu revivalism 

Luck, alas, lan out on the Multi 
even bcfoic he was coinloilably enst- 
onced III his new chan 1 he unkiriun- 
ate abduction ol his dauglitei m Srina¬ 
gar and the disgniceful evituinge that 
took pi,ice at his insistence post-haste 
Iv) procure hei leiease cnsuretl that, in 
Jammu and Kashmir m particuliii, and 
in the countiv in geneial. the Mufti's 
bank ot goodwill eroded rapidly At 
that time, theie was genuine svmtiathv 
I loi Ihe luckless laihei tom between 
I dijlv to his hiinily and hiscountrv. and 
; most people cithei lorgavi him the 
. hipse Ol pieleried not to talk about it 
i In leliospect. it was an appallinglv bad 
1 scttlenieni .iiul since then the Multi 
i has been little moie than .i l.mie-duik 
I home ininisteT 

! In t'.c nc\i 11 "a in :ii" | the Ram 
j JanniabtnSinn r i \t sm) thsiiutc' 


the Multi bald' I 
becomme .i pas c 


‘via lo'e i|UKkh 
tv.isbi in- decora¬ 


tion f)criodicail\ (iaa,d ep md dis¬ 
played to the medi 'lie \il India 
Babri Masjul Aciioii t omnmtee 
(AIBMAC) tad iio liiiii ti'. liim 
because even in his home si,,u tin 
( Mufti’s credentials as a Mmlm. K ‘sh 


! mm leader weie <ilwavs in doubt For 
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) he 
Was .1 'traitoF, someone who had sold 
out the countiv's mteest to ohtain his 
daiL'hter Nist surprisingly, the VHP 
and the .AlBM Af insisted that they 
woulu do business onK with the Prime 
Ministei 

(Jli I'liiijab the Mutli lias been 
simd.irU elbowed out \ I' .Singh 
inmsell li.is pio|ected such a high 
protiie he has been t i Punjab twice 
III ti'ui months that the home minis¬ 
ter can do little else hut teg three steps 
belmid As d that was not ■.■ncnigh, the 
depute prune mirusiet. a selfstvled 
espeit Oil i’lmial' has got into the act 
in ii big wav slaimiiig that his 
liiendsliip and loim association with 
scnioi Akaii leadcTs makes him an 
ideal slioue tor lappiochement and 
medi.ition 

A liogeihei. then the Multi cuts a 
soHV liguie today He has all the 
(H'lnji end gi.mdeui ot olhce, but urilv 
a tiactum ol its power and authority 
No <<iie t.ikes him senouslv He tiavels 
to .Assam mouthing pliilitudes on the 
Bodo j'ic'bleiii [venodicallv warns 
Pakistan to cease ’ miscliiet", tumbles 
m Parliament, .incl in the past week, 
the most Used 111 job he seems to have 
peilormed is attend and host innumei- 
able 'lliiiiir' diiincis jiound the coun¬ 
try When (ieoige Fernandes was 
apirointed as special minister, specifi- 
callv to revive the political process in 
the stale, and he cjuickly put together 
a p.iiallel administration, the exercise 
was seen as .i calciil.iled insult to the 
Mufti and a renc'clum on his and his 
lumimee's (Jagmoli.m) competence to 
handle the emergency m Jammu and 
Kashmir Theie were reports then that 
the home mmisIcT was contemplating 
icsignmg and by all reliable accounts 
be was very close to quitting We are 
ivilc! he was advi.sed not to press his 
resignation m “the national interest" 
What a pity The Mufti would have 
sei ved the national interest belter if he 
had pressed 

Doubtless, It IS easy and mean to hit 
a man when he is down and out 


Perhaps Mufti Mohammad w'ould 
have been a more eftectivc home 
muiistei if his ministerial career had 
not been dogged bv ill luck from the 
start After all, who can anticipate or 
prepare lor a kidnapping ' These arc 
acts of divine whim and even Alluh- 
learmg mortals are not immune to 
then consequences Nev erMieless, 
given his unloriunatc initiation the 
Mufti should have conducted himscd 
in a mariner (liat would have mspiied 
coiituleiice Irisiead, he has fjoun- 
cleiecl from one crisis lo .mother in 
the process showing not one whit ol 
ability Ol imagination 

His timing IS disastrous, liis |uJge- 














merits are simplistic, his talents as a 
mediator/negotiator are non-existent, 
his grasp on detail is minimal, he 
seldom has now, much less daring, 
ideas and he is the master of the 
practised cliche (“the immediate task 
is to regain the confidence of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmn"). in 
the Parliament he is incessantly heck¬ 
led and the deal he made with the 
JKLF hangs like an albatross around 
his neck Compared to him Buta .Singh 
\sas a picture of dynamism In short, 
he IS completelv out of his depth in 
what IS the most sensitive and critical 
mmistrv in the National Front govern¬ 
ment 

A random sample ol the Mufti's 
statements on one dav makes instruc¬ 
tive reading On 25 April he advised 
the 1 ok Sabha that rouitesv Jagmo- 
^haii, law and order had been “res¬ 
tored" in Jammu and Kashmn Note 
the past tense, not "in the process of 
being restoied' , or “last being res¬ 
tored”, but "lestored ’ Now, as Mufti 
Mohammad Saveed well knows, a 



word-for-word transcript is kept of 
deliberation in Parliament with mem¬ 
bers, especially from Opposition 
minister and the government he repre¬ 
sents Therefore, you have to be 
exceedingly foolish or crazily optimis¬ 
tic to make such categorical pro¬ 
nouncements on the basis of a 48-houi 
let-up in violence 
Moreover, the home minister must 
have been aware that even as he 
spoke, his colleague, Inder Gujral, 
was about to meet his Pakistani coun¬ 
terpart in the Waldorf Astoria hotel to 
protest and complain about “massive” 
aid to terrorist groups from across the 
border and warn that if such interfer¬ 
ence did not stop, we would have to 
take punitive action In other words, 
while the external affairs minister was 
making a song and dance in interna¬ 
tional fora about Pakistani support for 
teiioiism and subveision, the home 
minister was telling the Indian Parlia¬ 
ment that the problem had been con¬ 
tained Lven if that conclusion was 
sound, its timing was Chaplmesque If 


The appointment of 
Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed as home 
minister by V.P. Singh 
was a brave move that 
went badly wrong 


the fight against terrorism, a light 
which usually lasts yeais if not de¬ 
cades, had been won in two months in 
Jammu and Kashmir, then Pakistan 
was probably right in insisting that it 
was entirely a home-grown revolt 
Surely, that would be the judgement 
of the international eommunity too if 
It took cognisance of the Multi's state¬ 
ment in Parliament 

How badly the homt minister keeps 
himself informed was further demons¬ 
trated when the following moining, 
along with Ins extraordinaiy claim, 
was printed news that terrorists had 
gunned down five innocent civilians in 
Jammu Did the Mufti know this when 
he made the announcement in the Lok 
Sabha'^ Did he know that there is still 
a daily 16-hour curfew in the Valiev'’ 
Did he know that things are so bad 
that Goi^ernor Jagmohan’s Iflaar din¬ 
ner was boycotted by most of the 
invitees'* 

I On the day that the Mufti delivered 


himself on Jammu and Kashmir he 
made another characteristic plunder m 
the House He stated “The govern¬ 
ment IS committed to holding of elec¬ 
tions in Punjab within six months” 
Again, there were no qualifications to 
this commitment, no mention of im¬ 
provement in the law and order situa¬ 
tion as an essenti.il pre-requisite, no 
mention of new Akali alignments So, 
even while the tallest, most influential 
Akali leader, Simranjeet Singh Mann, 

IS threatening to go to the Dinted 
Nations demanding a plebiscite, oui 
home minister, without ifs and buts, i-, 
promising early Assembly elections'* \ 

Contiast this with what the Prim.’ 
Minister and senior ministers have 
been saying “We will rrv our best to 
have elections within six months”--a 
position which leaves an escape route 
Anyone with even a passing acquaint¬ 
ance with the situation on the ground 
in Punjab recognises that as things 
stand, theie is no question of elections 
by October thts year Indeed, with 
Sardar Mann now operating firmlv 
from the margins, terrorist activity o | 
bound to escalate, thus making a | 
further dose of Piesident's rule inevit- j 
able All the more reason, then, to be 
extremely cautious while making 
statements on Punjab 

More 25 April Mufti gems “On the 
Ram Janmabhoomi issue efforts are 
on to bring the parties involved in the 
dispute to the table so as to teach tin 
amicable settlement” In five weeks.' 
the grace period given b\ the V'HP to 
the Prime Minister expires, if this is 
the level ol understanding and jmc- 
paredness on the issue today, then a 
long, hot and bloody summer awaits 
this countiy 

It was an audacious gambit on the 
part of V P .Singh to make Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed home minister If 
he hatl performed with even a bit of 
spark, the appointment ol the first 
Muslim home minister m independent 
India would have gone down in history 
books Now It will only be a footnote 
a brave move that went badly wrong. 
The Mufti clearly is a light-weight 
politician of light-weight talent His 
presence m the UnionCabinet may be 
necessary for reasons of balance or 
region-wise representation, but he 
cannot continue to occupy a mmistrv 
which will determine the fate of this 
government. Since he has alreadi 
been marginalised, the coup-df-^r,i. c 
should be speedily administeicd He 
must be shifted to some mm.coy hke 
tourism or surface transport • 






An on-the-spot report from Geneve 




“By payinfi comrntssunn i<> third par- 
tiei, whoever the\ may he. in violation 
of their contractual enL'iiycnieni and in 
the context of the farts tiesi nbed in the 
Letter Rof^atory, the AH Holors orga¬ 
nisation erifianed in iheatme 

“Thai by alleffin^ a i onventuiri- - that 
of 2 and Id Januan. IW6- between 
Svenska Int , beneln any withoui rif^hl 
of commissions and Holors, wliiih is 
predated, proves loreers 

“Thus, in < onsi i/iieni r. the facts 
contained in the present I etter Ropa- 
torv would also he illcyal under federal 
law if they had been t omrnttted in 
Switzerland 

“Thus the londtuon of dual erimi- 
nalitv IS realised 

--Jugc il (iistrintHMi M Paul Per- 
raudm, Pouvoir ludn-iaire, Republi- 
que et C .iiitofi di' (iL-i)cvc, 26 March, 
I'WO (riansl.iicd from the French ) 


I t was in anv standards—an ex- 
tiaoidinard\ stiong ordonnante 
d admissibihk de I'entraide' In 
late M.irsh, Paul Pcrraudin, the 
judge to whftm the canton ol 
(a e n e \ e h .1 d entrusted 
the investigation into the Bofors-lndia 


deal, ruled that the 
Bofors and its agents 
would have been crimes 
had they taken place in 
.Switzerland Thus, he 
declared, he would 
admit the Letter Roga- 
toiy sulnmtted hv the 
Indi.iri authoiities and 
piocecd with the inves¬ 
tigation Pei > audin's rul¬ 
ing maiked ttv. biggesi 
legal victory won so tar 
by the Indian auttiorities 
in then ettorts to d'seen - 
er where the Bolors 
commissions w'cnt 
When Pierre Schmid ot 
the Swiss legal depart¬ 
ment froze the Bolors 
accoants, the Indian in¬ 


actions 


vestigators legaided this as a moral 
triumph' In fact, the freezing of 
accounts is a u'utine move and does 
not m Itself indicate whether the Swiss 
are disposed to follow up a request It 
IS not till the lupe d'Instruction 
decides that a ease has been made out 
that the Swiss olficiallv acknowledge 
that there is cvid,-nce of dual enmi- 
nality and begin tite procedure 

Pcrraudin's luling has attracted re¬ 
latively little attention in India, but in 
Switzerland those who have read his 
statement are struck by the force with 
which he has cndoised India’s claims 
L.'iilier. sceptics hail said that the 
Swiss would rule tliai no crime had 
been committed aftei all it is not 
illegal in Switzerland to receive com¬ 
missions Foi two years, the Rajiv 
(iaiidhi regime hid behind this excuse, 
eaielully fiamiiig requests m terms 
thill were certain to be rejected and 
then taking refuge m the much- 
pulriicised impenetrability of the Swiss 
banking system 

Perraudm’s ruling exposes the last 
government's stand He says that dual 
erimmaliiy has been established on the 
following giourids 

• file possibility that a public ofticial 
(or his nominee) should have received 


... 

. 
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some of the kickbacks suggests cor- 
rupiion—a crime in Switzerland. 

• Because Bofors paid commissions 
after promising to eliminate all mid¬ 
dlemen, It engaged in cheating—a 
crime under Swiss law. 

• The fact that a document purporting 
to cancel a contract between Bofors 
and Svenska and allegedly signed on 2 
and 1.^ January, 1986 should refer to 
an event that occurred on 24 March, 
1986, suggests tliat Bofors resorted to 
forgery—also a crime in Switzerland. 


W ith Perraudin’s 
admission of the 
Indian case, the Bofors 
invcsfigation moves into 
Its most crucial phase 
The day he issued his 
ruling, Perraudm sent 
out letters to the four 
banks in the Geneve 
canton named by the 
Indian Letter Rogatory 
(Swiss Bank Corpor¬ 
ation, Credit Suisse', 
Manufacturers' Hanov¬ 
er Trust and Pictet et 
Cie). The banks were 
told to find out if any of 
the Bofors agents had 
accounts with them and 
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if they did, to submit all details 
within ten days 

Only one bank (Credit Suisse) 
appealed Bankers acting for the prin¬ 
cipals of the Mont Blanc account 
claimed that the money had been 
pledged against funds borrowed for 
another transaction Before Perraudin 
could rule whether to uphold this 
appeal however, it was withdrawn and 
♦the procedure continued wuhout a 
hitch 

At present, Perraudin has all the 
details relating to two Bofors agents 
(Morcsco and Svenska) and knows 
who the beneficiaries arc. He also 
knows to whom payments have' been 
made from these a'^counts and if the 
money has gone to other accounts in 
Switzerland, then he knows the identi¬ 
ties of the ultimate recipients 
He IS expected to take up to three 
months to decide whether the prima 
facie case made out by the Letter 
Rogatory is backed up by what he 
finds in the accounts 
If he decides that the Indian author¬ 
ities are right, then he hands them the 
names. 

C onsidering how well the investiga- 
^ tion into Bofors has progressed so 
^far, the agents have reason to be 


worried Because many Swiss lawyers 
are privately convinced that Perraudin 
will decide to transmit the names to 
India the agents have begun to take 
preventive action 

In Perraudin’s canton, there are 
really only two agents. There is .Svens¬ 
ka, the Panamanian company owned 
by Win t'hadha from which money is 
believed to have gone to low-level 
Indian officials and military men 
C’hadha is currently in poor health in 
Dubai and his immediate preoccupa¬ 
tion consists of trying to hang on to his 
Indian passport He is therefore, 
unlikely to hire expensive lawyers and 
try and block PerraudiiTs investiga¬ 
tion 

^Afith Judge 
Perraudin’s admission 
of the Indian case, the 
Bofors investigation 
moves into its most 
crucial phase. Within 
three months, he might 
name the beneficiaries 


That leaves the interest behind 
Moresco Originally, Bofors lured fhl- 
co (for Parmanand Internaiional 
Trading Company), a Mmdu|a (.iioup 
company, in 1979 to act as its agent In 
1984, this cntitlenienl was tiansfeiied 
to Moresco and Bofors was told to pay 
the commissions intc' three accounts 
Lotus, Tulip and Mont Blaiu. 

There is no evidence to prove that 
Moie.sco IS also owned by the non¬ 
resident Hinduja brothers (o) whom 
Gopichand and Srichand live in Lon¬ 
don. Prakash in Geneve and Asliok m 
Bombay), but it seems a reasonable 
assumption in the light of entries in 
Martin Ardbo’s diary which suggest 
that he worked out a cover-up opera¬ 
tion along W'lth Gopichand (CiP) Hin¬ 
du |a after the scandal broke 

While the Miridu|as have consistent¬ 
ly denied then involvement in the 
deal, tew have believed them Central 
Bureau ol Investigation (CBI) officials 
claim thai they have been followed in 
Geneve by detectives hired by the 
Hindujas and certainly, they appear to 
be tracking the progress of the inves¬ 
tigation with great vigour. 

Last month, Chitra Suhramaniam i 
reported that the Tulip account was 
held in the names of the three lu' i , 

resident Hmdujas (Gopi, Sraii md j 
- - -- 
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and Prakash) and there are persistent 
reports that Mont Blanc has Prakash 
Ilmduia as its beneficiary 

It IS, thciefore, in the Hinduias’ 
interest to prevent Perraudin Irom 
levealing the names of the Moresco 
beneficiaries So far. they have played 
their cards close to the chest by 
refusing to launch a formal appe.il 
(excluding the one filed by Credit 
Suisse on behalf of Mont Blanc) | 
They know they can file an appeal | 
any time during the three months oi so I 
that It will take Periaudin lo cimduct ; 
his investigation F-,ven if the\ do not l 
interfere with Perraudiii's (iroeeduK j 
they can wait till the nidge transmits | 
the names lo Berne lor handing over I 
to the Indian gover/inieiit At that 
stage, thev can appeal against giving 
tlie names to India Anil d then 
appeal is over-ruled thev lan go ii' | 
central iind federal eourls to keep the j 
matter lied up m liligalion I 

i 

S upporters of the 1 linclu)as point to j 
the case of tin laU deposed Phi¬ 
lippines dictator Feidinand Maicos 
That case was adiniileil in l‘»l,‘' but the 
matter is still in the toiuls and the 
Swiss have not been able to Iransmit 
the names ol ilie Marios-lelated 
account-holders lo tlie IMiilippines 
governnienl 

On what gioiinds toiilil the Hindii- 
jas appeal ’ Then lawveis ate sauf lo 
have worked out <i lisl ol Is giouiuK, 


C#onsidermg how well 
the Investigation into 
Bofors has progressed 
so far, the agents have 
reason to be worried. In 
fact, they have even 
begun to take 
preventive action 



nearly all of which have to do with the 
Indian'Lcttei Rogatory They claim 

• That R C Jain, the speci.il pidge 
who signed the Letter Rogatotv was 
coerced into doing so When he asked 
for moie evidentc, he was tiansleued 
to the law ministry (Nonsense, sa\ 
law ministry officials, theie was no 
coercion and lam’s transtei had hecn 
III the woiks since last yeai ) 

• That the I.etlei Rogatoiv w.is coi- 
rupled' allei il let; India and thai 
changes were made m it without the 
judge’s knowledge One inslanie ''ec- 
tion 2(1 of the Letter makes ii deal 
that the “cnc|uiry will be efteiied onlv 
by the compelent Swiss authonlies 
and mil by the ollicers deputed (loni 
India" 

The Hindujas' lawvcis claim that 
the original Letter did not have this 


provision but that it was added by the 
flamboyant Marc Bonnant, the Indian » 
government’s Swiss lawyer,who knew 
that without It the Swiss were certain 
to reject the Letter Rogatory 
(Rubbish, says the CBI A’o changes 
have been made in the Letter ) 

• That the CBI has continued to send 
tile Swiss list after list of suspects, 
something it has no right to do after • 
the onginal FIR is tiled. 

(Even the Swiss sav this objection is 
a bit dubious An FIR merely sets out 
the broad outlines of the case Details 
can be filled m at an\ stage after¬ 
wards ) 

W ill all this hold up III court ’ De¬ 
spite the optimism displayed by 
the Hiniluja canij', otheis aie quite 
sceptical 1 hey reckon that the Hindu¬ 
jas arc met fly seeking to delay the 
cnquiiv by tying it up m legab'se 
There is something to Ih.s view 
Shoitiv altei this goveinmenl was 
elected, the llinduj.is put out feelers 
in Delhi to ihi elteil that they vveie 
willing to be apjuovcis m the ease In 
laci, as aiiviHKiv who knows the Hin 
dujas well (i e the Indian Li/nc'v 
which lesisted naming them in tlie 
scandal right till the veiy enil because 
It had been taken m In the tamilv’s 
promises ol help) lias le,lined Lo his 
peril, such tactics only end uj) di'laying 
the denouement 

The governmoni did not lake the 


THE S USPECTS ■ Who's who in the list the CBI gave the Swiss 


• Pili'o: Ilindu ja company 
hired by Bofors m I <-’79 

• Moresco: New coinjianv 
to which Piteo transleiied 

I the entitlement 
' • Moineao: C ompany that 
I Bofors claims replaced 
! Moresco 

I • Svenska; Win C’hadha’s 
i Panamanian company 
' • AK Services Idd: Lhc 
■ mysicnous ihiril agent 
I hiicil at the last moment 
j • Aiiatroiiic (ieneral 
j C’orporation: Win C'hadha’s 
I New Delhi company 
I • W.N. Chadha alias Win 
(’hadha; Hotois' long-time 
repicsenlative ui India 

• Harsh C'hadha: Son of 
Will 

• Ci.P. Hindijja: 

London-based busmessman 
to whom Piieo 


communications were sent 

* Prakash Hinduja: 

C'leneve -based hi other ot 
C.P 

I • Sangam Ltd. I he 
Hmdujas’ best-known 
laindon-based company 

• Myles Stott; A direitoi 
ot AE Services 



• Major Wilson: A lawyer 
The front man loi AE 
Services. 

• O. Quatroehi: Indian 
representative ot 
Snamprogetti and friend ol 
Rajiv Gandhi 

• Amitabh Bachchan; 
Actor and friend of Rapv 
Gandhi. 

• Ajitabh Bachchan: 
Brother of Amitabh 

• M. Lafond; Banker in 
charge of one of the Botors 
accounts 

• Bernard Meier: Another 
Swiss banker in charge of 
Botors accounts 

• Emil G. Marshi: Gld 
Hinduja associate 
Handled the Tulip account 

• Martin Ardbo: Formci 
chief ol Bofors. 

(Names submitted to Swiis 



on 26 January, 1990 j 

• Carl Bedzel: Individual 
to whom Bofors made 
payments in 1986 

• Gavelin Shipping: A 
Bofors agent, perhaps on 
another deal 

• EMAC Ltd: Firm 
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Hindujas seriously and a red alert was 
put out at all airports to arrest Gopi 
Hinduja if he landed in India At the 
same time, Ashok, the youngest 
brother who is ordinarily resident in 
Bombay, also left tor London where 
he has remained ever since (It is be¬ 
lieved that he fears arrest the moment 
the identities ot the Moiesco beiieti- 
ciaries are leaked, though, fiom all 
accounts, iiis name does not teatiiie ) 

The Hinduias are now left with orilv 
one option to dela\ and to hope that 
the government falls m the meantime 
The delav' pan ol the stiategs con¬ 
sists of obieetioiis lo the Letter Roga- 
torv and the like It is the second 
aspect oi the design that is the mosi 
interesting The Hindu),is have tiadi- 
tionallv maintained stiong links with 
the Bhaiativa lanata Paitv (origiiiallv 
through Ramnath (ioenka) anil now 
thev hope that piessiirc from such 
g,''!oav\ weights as Atal Hehaii \ aipavee 
will so severe!V limit the legimc's 
loom tor inaiioeiivic that it will col¬ 
lapse undci the weight ol its own con- 
tiadictions 

It IS ail iiiclacious stiateev but pitlg- 
mg b\ curient pohlR.i! equations, it 
will not work I:\en such llmdu|a 
buddies as V ( Sliukla and R K 
Megde have been unusu.illy leticcnt 
about coming to their aid And Ram 
.lethmalaiii h;is claimed tin a Si noas 
iiiteivicw) that while the tlindu|as 
mav not have been the Bolois agents. 


This government 
lacks neither the 
motivation nor the 
resources to get at the j 
truth. Yet, the progress 
of the investigation 
seems to owe more to ' 
the Swiss 

I 

thev were cci'ainlv pait of ilu' cmvci- ' 
up (Iiicidentallv Ihis is the Hindu).i 
tamilv's own otf tlic lecmd |sosilior, 
As thev told 'Ihe /liiii!u\\ N Ram, 
thev stepped in to s.ivr the Ram gov¬ 
ernment even though Ihev m.ulc no 
moiiev out ol the dc al ) i 

W hile Penaudm s mvcstig.itioii is ; 

now almost ceitaiii lo ihrow up , 
the names ot the iiileiests bctimd ■ 
Svenska and Moiesco, ;i second uncs 
tigation h.is been largelv ic'i.oied bv ‘ 
the Indian auihoiiiies and ^onsc 
queiillv, bv the media 

Because ol Svvit/eiland’s ;cdii.,l ' 
slnictuie, Ihe piocess of uoestiLation : 
IS hatided ovei ‘o' the cani.nis (.; cross 1 
between pioviiues and st.itssi Hr | 
Lcttei Ftogatoiv ninied socn | 
accounts Ol these, lout were in | 


Geneve (Mont Blanc. Tulip, Lotus 
and Svenska) The authorities also 
asked the Swiss to check and sec if 
theie was an account at Pictet et Cie, 
one of Swii/crland s best-known pri¬ 
vate banks I not the “iittle-known 
financial sen ices eonqiany" of the 
CBl biicfmgs) to which 'funds have 
been lian.sfeired to bv AB Bolors ot 
by flimsier from othei accounts to 
which funds have been tiansferied bv 
AB Bofors’ It is not known whether 
Penaudm has m tad lound such an 
uccount at Pictet et ( le hut a is ceitam 
that he is mvestigaiiiie ihe oihei four 

But Penaudm has no'limg to do 
with wiial might he flic most cruel,•> 
aecouni of tliem all die Af Servic..s 
account at NortHiiRii,.' fl.mk Bec.iu 
that li.iiik IS m Ziirul', vvIirIi is part ol 
.inolhei canton, the AI Semces in¬ 
vestigation IS m the hands ot another 
ludge Hictci .Ian He is h.indlmg Ihe 
enquiry iiiio die Nordfmaii/ acccamt 
as well as anolhei mvestig.ition into an 
account .It the Zunch P.irade I’la? 
branch of ( icdil Suisse ('Phis seventh 
account docs not leatuie m /7/c llindti 
dociinR'iHs, hut the Indam govein- 
menl has asked foi it to he tio/cii on 
exactiv the same basis as the Pictet el 
C le .iccount ) 

Little IS known about Dieter .Ian 
mainlv because ol the manner m 
which the Indian invesiig,aion is lun 
While the C'lil team (he.'tied by the 
voluble addition.il sohciioi- gvneial 



alleged, by Swedish Radio, 
to have acted as Bofors 
agent 

• Bust Ltd: Company 
which received money from 
Bofors in 198b 

• Bid SE Ltd: A firm 

‘ which Bofors intended to 


hue for the India de.il 

• Bid Engineering: 
Singapore-based .issociale 
of Bui SL 

• Sogevalor: The hc'iJine 
companv lor Moiesco, 
Bofors’ Indian agen! 

• Arco Lab: Afilabh 
Baehchan’s eompaiiy 

• Arco Pharma: .Anotlier 
of Ajilabh’s companies 

• MS Visca: Identity 
unknown 

• Walter Vinci; Soma 
Gandhi’s brother iii-law 

• Val de Mono: Another ot 
Sonia’s brothers in-law 

• M.K. Jajudla: New 
Delhi-based businessman 

• A.K. Jtyodia: Relative 
ofM K Jajodia 

• BhupinderSingti: 
Identity not confirmed 
Could be the forme i STC 


• P.C. Schlegal: Idcnbi'. 
unknown 

• .I-P. Moilatd' Icic nl'lv 
uiiknow n 

• Hans i ivOtuni: St imiU 
Bofois e\c t nice when cic ,ii 
was sigi. 'tl 

• Ives J’lf eiine: A)il,ibli s 
Swi'.^ lawvci 

• Shiveiidra Panwar: 


lntiividu.ll iti whom Btifors 
made pavments m BbSfi 

• M.I.Shah: 

Businessman said to be 
linkc-d ic) Bid I iigineeiing 

• .Surjit Kaur Chahal: 
W’timan whei leeeived 
money fiom Bofois 

• Mr Chaudhary; 
Belicwed to be a P.ikistani 
whom Bofors paid in 1986 

• S.k. Bhatnagar; 
Defence secretary when 
deal was signed 

(List submitted on 7 
February, 1990 ) 

It IS not certain whether 
S.P Hmduja’s name also 
features 

Note: Many spellings are 
wrong (i e Hersb Chacib,i an:! 
Javelin Shipping) bul t)iis a 
way they appear in the I ei'a 
Rogatory 
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The crucial account 

New revelations about the mysterious third agent 


T he first thing that anybody who 
hopes to understand Bofors 
must accept is that nobody tells the 
truth Not AB Bofors itself, not 
the agents, not the politicians and 
not the investigators 

But even by those less than 
exacting standards, the saga of AL 
Services is one big 1 k‘ from begin¬ 
ning to end. Some instances; 

• The firm was hired as an agent 
by Bofors in November 198.‘i, a 
month alter Rajiv Gandhi had told 
Olat Palme that India wanted no 
middlemen So whv did Bofors 
hue a new agent that late m the 
day’’ ‘‘We forgot,’ Botois’ chief 
executive F‘er Ovc Morberg told 
the Joint Parli/imcntary Commit¬ 
tee (JPC) 

• Unlike the two othei agents. At 
.Services is tronled by identiliable 
individuals Its spokesman, Maior 
R, A Wilson, told StiNHAY in 19K8 
that the tiiin had done work in the 
Middle Last and was owned by 
Arab inicrests 

[lowevei, the legistered 
accounts of AL Services and of Us 
f.ichteiistein - based parent, 
ClAOU Aiistali.show that it had 
never tiaded hctoie this deal' not 
in the Middle Last or elsewhere, 
• In Its repoit. the JPC made out 
that AL was <i legitimate company 
that operated out of an office in 
(iiiildford. Suriev. f-.ngland And 
that Ma|oi Wilson ran it Irom 
there 

In fact. the only link that AL has 
with Suirey is that its registered 
ottice IS in a solicitor's firm in 
(nnldford (Several other com¬ 
panies use the same addicss and 
A1 IS identified only by its old 
name r.iiget Practice l.td ) 
Moieovei, VVhlson does not live 
III < luiidloid, though his estranged 
wik h.i-.collate theie He spends 
mosi (it !iic uai in l iancc and the 
British legisiei of solicitors h.sts 
him as piaetising out ot Switzer¬ 
land 

• Wilson also told the IPG that the 
money deposited l'\' Holors was 
Still in AL 'saccouni ;-i Noidfinanz, 
Zurich, pending a t.is claim by lire 
Britisfi Inland Revenue 


In fact, the money was with¬ 
drawn days after it was deposited. 
• The Hindujas have fiequently 
claimed that they don't know Wil¬ 
son But, in his diary. .Maitin 
Ardbo, former Botors chief, refers 
to a conversation between Wilson 
and the Hmdujas 

Bd'eause AE Services was hired 
after the Rajiv-Palme meeting and 
because it received a commission 
(upto three pei cent of contract 
value—the sum lobe deducted from 
Svenska’s entitlement) for only 
four months work (which Wilson 
says it never did, anyway)—AL is 
the crucial Bofors agent 

If there was a political kickback. 
It went into this account. 

N ow. a confidential Bofois 
document obtained by Chitra 
Siibramaniam (and nevei pub¬ 
lished before) shows that AE Ser¬ 
vices told othei lies 
'rite document consists of the 


minutes of a meeting between 
Bofors’ Martin Ardbo, his lawyer 
Bertil Sodermark and Major R. A. 
Wilson The minutes were drawn 
up by Wilson and faxed to Soder¬ 
mark on 10 October, 1987. 

The minutes show that the meet¬ 
ing was part of the cover-up opera¬ 
tion and that Wilson and Bofors 
co-ordinated their strategies. Wil¬ 
son told Ardbo what he would tell 
the JPC and Ardbo sent him a copy 
ol Bofors’ statement to the com¬ 
mittee (So much for the fiction 
1 that by then, Ardbo W'as out of 
Bofors') 

While the JPC concluded that 
AE h.id dune no work before its 
contract was teiminaled and that 
Botors only paid it a winding-up 
chdigc, Wilson adopted a different 
stance in the meeting. And though 
I the IP(' said no Indian owned anv 
ot the agents, Wilson’s position 
was tar more guarded 

• tJn what woik AL had done,the 
minutes quote him as saying 
“neither Al-S nor anv of its associ¬ 
ated eoinpariies had done any work 
\uiliin (his emphasis) India" This 


No office: the solicitor's chamber in Guildford that AE uses as an address 












is not the stand the JPC took. 

• And he made no statements 
about AE's ownership which indi¬ 
cated that it was not owned by an 
Indian. Ail he said was that "‘no 
Indian individual or Indian legal 
entity...received any payments 
whatsoever from the compensation 
figure”. This meant that AE’s own¬ 
ers did not pay off Indians, but not 
that they themselves were not Indi¬ 
ans. The JPC took a different view. 

So why did Bofors hire AE after 
It had been told lo fire its agents? 
Now, Bofors has no explanation 
and The Winduhasobtained a copy 
of the Bofors-AE contract, which 
states that AE would get its cut 
only if the deal was signed by the 
end of March 1986. (It was.) 

But then, in October 1987, 
Ardbo and Wilson constructed a 
Aiifferent story They said that AE 
had been hired to render legal 
advice and so was not, strictly 
speaking, an agent. However, on 5 
March, 1986, Ardbo felt that 
Bofors should have no agents at 
all—even legal advisers—at the 
time of signing the deal and so, he 
told Wilson that Bofors was sack¬ 
ing AE Wilson threatened to sue 
and a compensation figure of 
$7,34.1.^31.98 was woikcd out. 
(Ehis in itself is absurd. Compensa¬ 
tions are lump sums. Only commis¬ 
sions are calculated down to the 
last cent.) 

This IS the defence contained in 
the minutes and if is clearly fraudu- 
I lent because we now know that 
^AE's work for Bofors would have 
ended at the end of March anyway 
So why terminate the contract on 5 
March? And how could Wilson 
claim that the winding-up charges 
were in lieu of future lost earnings 
when the contract had only 26 davs 
leff> 

A rc legal advisers paid percen¬ 
tage commi.ssions on arms 
deals? Surely, AE should have 
been paid a fee for such services? 
Wilson had anticipated this objec¬ 
tion. The minutes reveal that while 
constructing his defence, he 
evolved another explanation for 
AE’s hiring. 

“Bofors was aware of the ability 
and influence (our emphasis) of the 
ClAOU Group. Martin Ardbo re- 
% quired advice relating to the draw¬ 


ing of the contract, the potential 
arrangements for handling credit 
facilities in relation to the contract, 
the cross-frontier taxation aspects 
of the contiact and the potential 
dangers presented by competitors 
(particularly French and Britrsh) in 
the run-up period to the signing of 
the contract." 

In other words, legal advice, 
‘influence’ and industrial espion¬ 
age, The industrial espionage 
theory was—finally—never used 
by Bofors or AE Services But a 
year aftci this meeting, somebody 
else did use it 

“It It was paid tor genuine work, 
then wc cannot question it...Ge¬ 
nuine work gathering information 
against the Freneh weapon, tor 
example That is industrial espion¬ 
age You can't grudge them that.” 

That was Rajiv Giindhi in Octo¬ 
ber 1988 

S o who owns .'\F Serviies'* Wil- 
.son's explanations are plainly 
bogus. There is no service that a 
shelf company with no offices or 
staff could have lendeied Bofors. 
Not even indii'.tri.il espionage 
which requires at least a few em¬ 
ployees or payments to detective 
agencies And both AE and 
CIAOU’s .iccounts make it clear 
that neither tiini had .my em¬ 
ployees in made any payments 
W'hat aboiii the consoitium ol 
Aiab interests, hinted at by Wilson 
in his 1988 interview to Sonoxy'’ 
Unlikely Moreovei. tiie minutes 
make it deal that there was no 
consortium, just a \in^lc ownei 
“R.A. Wilson explained that in 
no circumstances eouid he be made 
to reveal the name of thf ownei 
(our emphasis) ol CIAOU ” 

Who this single, secietivc owner 
IS must remdiii a mattei ol spet Na¬ 
tion till the .Swiss finish then inves¬ 
tigation 

Meanwhile, there arc sugges¬ 
tions that the money en titled fiom 
AE's Nordfinan/ accou it in Zurich 
was iranslerred to another 
account, also ni Ziirnh. at the 
Union Bank of Swit/criand .Major 
Wilson is authorised to ojierate this 
account, but the name of the ulti¬ 
mate beneficiary is not known 
Could this be the sixth account 
the Swi.vi are said lo have told 
Arun Jaitley and paiiy about ' 
Vlr Saf^vf/Gemeve and London 


Arun Jaitley) has made frequent trips 
to Geneve, it has given Zurich a miss. 
As nearly all stories on Bofors appear¬ 
ing in India consists ot leaks from Jait- 
ley and his colleagues (with the not¬ 
able exception of tho,sc authored by 
Chitra Subranianiam and N Ram), 
the Zurich investigation has hardly 
been noticed 

But in many wavs, Al. Seiviccs is 
the most crucial ot the three Holors 
agents Ft was brought in at the last 
moment, a month ufirr indi.i lold 
Bofors to fire its agents and made over 
seven million dollais in ioui monlhs 
without—^by Bolors' own .idmission- 
domg anything for tin money (see 
box) Obviously, this was no agency 
arrangement, but a stiaighl-torward 
kickback 

-All tins makes tin Al Seivices 
account at Noidfinan/ the most in¬ 
teresting of the five Bofois accounts 
(seven, if the Swiss found anything al 
Pictet or Cicdit Suisse, /uiich) And 
yet. It is the one that is most ignored 


i^E Services is the 
most interesting of the 
Bofors accounts. And 
yet, it is the one that is 
most ignored. We still 
don’t know who owned it 


II IS perhaps sigiiifiiant ih.it Ihc Al 
•Scrvitcs account should be the one 
where three a[i[HMls have been filed 
I luce diflereii' individuals (all using 
the same lawyer! have written to 
Judge Jan insisting that the pimcipals 
ol Al Sirviie- aie guilts ol no enme 
undei Swiss laws lliey seek to pre¬ 
vent the names ot the beneficiaries 
tioni being revealed 

So lai Jan has not stopfied his 
investigation, though ilie appeals are 
being jjrocessed Little is kiiviwn about 
the ideniitie'. ol those who have 
apjiealed, but ail three are Europeans 
though one has American connec¬ 
tions [lerhaps he is rcsicfent in the 
Linited States 

T he seciel of AE Services remains 
the biggest mystery m the Bofois 
affair but running it a close second is 
the story of ‘the sixth account’ i 
This account first came to liefi 
when the CBI team returned boni 
Switzerland after meeting Poire 
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INDEPTtf 


THE INVESTIGATION 





GENEVE 


Paul PerrauCUn, investigating 
judge 


FIVE ACCOUNTS 


I.Svanska 

Owned by Win Chadha 

2. MorasCO —three different 
accounts 

a) Tulip 

Owned by Hinduja 

b) Mont Blanc 

Owned by Hinduja 

c) Lotus 

Owner unknown 

3. PIctat at Cia 

Not known if there is an account at all 


■ APPEALS FILED 


One—by Credit Suisse Later 
withdrawn 



ZURICH 


Diatar Jan, investigating judge 


TWO ACCOUNTS 


1. AE Sarvices 

Fronted by R A Wilson, Beneficiary 
unknown 

2. Cradit Suisse 

Not known if there is an account 


APPEALS FILED 


Three—by two Europeans and one 
American resident, all on behalf of AE 
Services. All three have the same 
lawyer 


I Schmid of the Swiss legal department 
I While the Swiss made no official 
; slalciiieiit, the CBI said that, in addi- 
j tion 10 the five accounts mentioned by 
j />)(’ Hindu, a sixth account had been 
; discoveied and frozen 

rtff ihe record, the investigators 
; woic more voluble They said that 
i w!k II they asked Schmid to freeze the 
: ti'i acvoutiis, he volunteered a sixth 
' iniu which, he said, money from one 
j ot tie- ii\e had been transferred But. 
I he loM Ihe CHI, it was not in the 
nanii"- ol ihose mentioned in the FIR, 
so did lluw have anv other suspects? 
At this, the ( H! team wrote out a list 
of 20 names (sec hiu) ineluding those 
featuicd in ihe MR I'inc, said 
Schmid, the accoiini is m the name of 
one of these persons ami we II Ireeze 
it. 

This version of whai happened 
.appeared in the Indian pi ess lollowing 
I haekfround briefings by the CBI 

tfi ■ - ■ - 


Then Dagens Nyheter, a Swedish 
daily based in Stockholm, quoted 
‘souices’ close to the Indian investiga¬ 
tion and said that the account was m 
Ihe name of Ajitabh Bachchan This 
report was ereeded by India Abroad 
News Servue and widely reproduced 
Strangely, the (’BI refused to com¬ 
ment its dncctor, Rajendra Shekhar, 
told the press “Fven if I knew, 1 
wouldn't say ’ 


The Hindujas: the ROOM tightens 



Sunday quoted the Dagens Nyheter 
story (jee cover story ‘The ten per cent 
Raj’, 4-10 March 1990) and inter¬ 
viewed Chitra Subramaniam who said 
that the CBI had stumbled on the sixth 
account Shortly after 
this article appeared, the CBI wrote 
an official letter saying that Subrama¬ 
niam was wrong and that it had found 
the sixth account as a consequence of 
Its own efforts—the details of which it 
did not specify 

Aptdbh Bachchan then sued 
Dagens Nvheter and India Abroad and 
sent legal notices to Si'ndav, the 
Indian Express and Janrnabhoomt 
(Of the three, Junmabhoomt has 
apologised, neither Sindas nor the 
Express has ) He denied that he had 
anything to do with the sixth account 
"assuming that such an account ex¬ 
ists ' 

The CBI made no otfaial statement 
to support IIS oft-tlie-record briefings ^ 

C uiientK , nobody is sure if there is 
.1 sixth account, though the ba- 
kince of evidence seems to suggest 
that there is one fn the Letter Roga- 
loiy, the Swiss have been asked to 
fieezc a sixth account (at Pictet) and a 
seventh (at Credit Suisse, Ziiiich) if 
these have a healing on Boluis Are 
these the sixth and seventh accounts'’ 

II so. have they been trozen'’ 

rhcrc IS some confusion too about 
the lists ol suspects submitted by the 
f 'Bl to the Swiss The first list of 20 
carried the names thrown up by The 
Hindu's investigations but added 
three Ottavio Ouaftrochi and the 
Bachchan brothers The grounds were 
simple enough All three were friends 
ot Rajiv's and Ouattrochi might have 
been the O' referred to in the Ardbo 
diaries 

According to the C'Bl, the sixth 
account was in the name of one of the 
20. That could include Ajitabh, but it 
could also include 10 others 
Then on 7 February, nine days after 
It had handed in its first list of sus¬ 
pects. the CBI submitted 24 new 
names The Swiss were asked to see if 
any of these persons had been paid 
from the Bofors accounts 
There was no single source for these 
suspects. Some (Bost Ltd, for inst¬ 
ance) were companies to which Bofors 
had paid money during 1986-87, 
according to a computer printout of all 
Bofors payments obtained by The 
Hindu It was entirely possible that 
the payment to Bost was in relation to 
a non-Indian deal, but the CBI 
thought It was a chance worth taking. 
Also on the list were those with 
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Indiiui-souiuhrm iiamt-s who appeared 
in that piinioiil (Siiriit Ram C'hahal, 
Mr ChaiidharN, Shivencira Panwar, 
etc ) And theie wcie some of the 
cr)inpan)es whose names featured in a 
list ot allejied Botors agents leaked to 
the Indian Express hy Swedish sources 
in I9S7 

Added to these were more Ciandhi 
(neiids and lelatnes Both ot Soma's 
brothers-m-law (Waltei \'mci and Val 
de M oio) fcatureil. so did two ot 
Aplahli's companies and so did his 
ilawyer S ves Piienne 

As lists v)f suspects go, it was not a 
had one, especially as the CBI was 
woikmg backwards fiom the assump¬ 
tion that Rapv was involved in the 
detil But when news that Sonia’s 
larnily featured in the list leaked, 
t ongiessmen professed outrage, 
claiming that there was no puma facie 
evidence 

And the CBI. instead of standing its 
ground, resoiteci to subteiluge. Asked 
if Vinci and de Moio’s names wcie on 
the list, a ‘senior law ministrv source' 
(no prizes for guessing his identity) 
assured Calcutta’s fhe telegraph that 
their names had been withdrawn 
When the paper quoted him as saying 
so the following day, he turned reti¬ 
cent And the CBI issued an official 
statement terming The Telegraph 
story "false and misleading” No 
4 names had been deleted, it said 


TheCBrslistof47 
suspects includes the 
names of Rajiv's friends 
and Sonia's relatives. 
Contrary to claims 
made by a senior law 
ministry official, 
the names have not 
been withdrawn 


All right, asked reporters, are V'lnti 
and de Moro’s names on the list ' The 
CBI would not say Would the bureau 
at least state how many names have 
been submitted to the Swiss ’ No, it 
wouldn’t Had any names been sub¬ 
mitted at alP No comment And so 
on 

Two days later. The telegraph re¬ 
sponded by printing more of the 
names This time, the CBI did not call 
its report “false and misleading’ 

T he uproar over The Telegraph 
story and the bureau’s unwilling¬ 
ness to Slate Its case on the record are 
symptomatic of the current state of the 
Bofors enquiry. At one level, there is 
nothing wrong with naming Soma’s 


lelatives as suspects—after all, the 
CBI has a perfect right to investigate 
whoever it wanis But by lying, back¬ 
tracking and then refusing to pait with I 
any information, it has succeeded in i 
contusing the publu Much the same is 
true of the sixth account story Why 
must so much ot the biicfing be oil the 
record and full of innuendo while the 
on-the-record inloiination dissemina¬ 
tion IS lull of bl.ind I-i.in-neither- 
confiim-nor-deny-stalernenf' 

Por two years, the Ra|i\ tiandhi 
regime and the CBI iii its former 
avatai lied to the public about the 
Bofois investigation and misrepre¬ 
sented the results tif its enquiries 
Consei|Uently. the press did the inves- 
tig.itor's |oh (especially The Hindu's 
N Ram and ('liitia Subramaniam who 
broke the stones and the Indian Ex¬ 
press' S Ciuiumuithy who explained it 
all m articles th.it aie masteipieces of 
inteipretative |oiirnalism) 

This government lacks neithei the 
motivation nor the resources to get at 
the truth Sadly, the progress of the 
investigation seems to owe more to 
the Swiss than to the Indians 

It would be a shame it this oppor¬ 
tunity to nab those who featured in 
India’s biggest post-war scandal slips 
away • 

Vir Smghvi/Gene¥e, London mnd Now 
Delhi 
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Choosing an army chief 

Should seniority or merit be the yardstick? 


a To readeis ol ti.is 
column, itic .ipjxinii 
ment of I,icutenant- 
General S I Kotin 
gueti— Roil I 1 o 
friencK- as the next 
chiet of (he .iimv 
staff iiHjkl not li.ive 
come a.s a surprise Hcsidfs heing 
generally expected, it has been widely 
welcomed Howevet it ought to have 
been announced at k ,ist three weeks 
earlier, if onlv to .ontomi to the 
convention that seleitions o! service 
chiefs be made publii a minimum of 
three months befoit the ihangeover 
l-.ven the “ihiet month' liulian 
convention is, ol tomse, grossh in- 
adcc|Uate Most oihtr countries with 
mililaiv traditions woitli the name, 
both wcsiein ,ind those that used to be 
ciilled socialist, aiinoimtc lop appoint¬ 
ments in .irincd (ones six to 12 months 
m acbance 1 he .uK.iiitages of this 
sensible s\stern aic obvious In the 
first place, it avoids im.iwing uiicer- 
taintv, unheallhv spei ul.ition and un- 
seeinlv lobbving whn.h aie hound to 
nourish when as h.a.s unkutunately 
happened moie th.iii once in this 
coiintiv the scleition ol .i new ser¬ 
vice chief IS delavc'l almost literally 
until the last minute Scioridlv, it is 
only tan th.it an incoming chiel should 
have enough time to think through 
whatever he intends to do dining Ins 
tenure hor as soon as he takes over, 
he IS almost certain to he snowed 
uiulei dailv routine and the ciises ol 
the dav, not to speak of the need to 
i travel f ii and wide and to spend a lot 
I ol time on "meetings and eatings" 

I Ihtie IS htllc time to reflect 
j I wo ol the more innovative chiefs 
ol till- aiinv ill liivlia in the past have 
been f.I '11 1 ,d I N Raina and Gener- 
<il K Suiid.i |i Roth were able to 
think out <h' iiiip.irlant and neccssa«y 
changes thev w mted lo make because 
Ihev were givi n iiki|u.ite lime to do 
so belore occup au' the room at the 
top and not kepi on leiiiei hooks until 
the very last 

Happily, the shoice ot 1 1 fien Rod¬ 
rigues's successor ,is (i( rc in (' ot the 
Western Army t onimand- w Imsc im- 
jportance cannot be overstated m view 


of the tension that picvails along the 
India-Pakistan border—has been 
equally popular Lieutenant-General 
G S Grewal is an extremely able sol¬ 
dier who has won mans lam els 
However, it was b> no means certtiin 
that he,would get the Western Armv 
Command 

Lfiis was so because of the senionlv 
syndrome Iheie is no doubt that 
olhei things being equal, seniority 
must pievail But surelv senior itv can¬ 
not he the be-all and end-all of the 
criteria for filling top posts And yet 
such IS the stranglehold of seniority on 
the Indian mind both civilian and 
militaiy, that the slightest devuiliiiri 
from the scmoiitv ha causes a most 
awful lovv 

Though disconcerting, this state of 
affairs is not entiielv iindeisttindable 
Mie sad truth is that faith in the 
fairness of the selectors m this countrv 
has broken down almost eomplelely 
Thus It IS tliat America and Hiitain can 
place at the top ot the militaiv hierai- 
chv a general, admiral or an-inarshal 
who might be, say, ^2nd on the 
seniority list, without eausirig even a 
squeak or inviting a single icsignatioii 
f Icie all hell bleaks loose it senioritv is 
not stiiclly adhered to It also needs to 
be mentioned that while supersessions 
m the civil services go almost un¬ 
noticed, hackles are laised ovci tfie 

S.F. Rodrigues: man of the moment 





slightest suggestion of a supei.session 
in the armed forces 

Many competent IAS officers were 
superseded when Pratap Kaul was 
appointed Cabinet secrctaiv by Rajiv 
Gandhi or when Vinod Pande was 
given the same job hy V P Singh 
With the appointment ot Muchkund 
Duhev as the foreign secretarv. claims 
ot at least hall-n-do/en IFS officers 
senior to him have been oveilooked 
Blit in none of these eases has there 
been anvthing like the upioar that has 
almost always greeted mihtarv super¬ 
sessions [he most notable protest m 
leeeni years was over the appointment 
of tlie late (ieneial A S Vaidyaasthe 
armv chief over the head of Lt-Gcn 
S K Sinha 'fhe feeling that tins was 
an unfaii thing to do, lies, at least 
paitiallv. behind the lanala Dal gov¬ 
ernment's decision to appoint Gen 
Smha as the ambassador lo Nepal A 
lot of fuss has also been made over the 
denial ol the aimv command to some 
Lieuicnant-Geneials during the era ot 
Generals Vaidva and Sundarji 

Against this baekdiop. it is all the 
more lematkable that the consensus 
among the cognoscenti is that even 
though there were one or two officers 
senior to I.t-(jen Grewal, the govern- 
menl has done well to disregard 
scnioritv because ol his outstanding 
piofcssioiial record 
With Lt-Caen K S Brar and Lt-Gen 
B C' Joshi having been already 
appointed army commanders in the 
east and south respectively, the Indian 
Army now has a leadership of which 
the countrv can be proud, especially 
because the critical Northern Com¬ 
mand has been held with distinction 
by Lt-Gcn Gurinder Singh 

It IS with deep regret therefore that 
one has to report that the navy seems 
to be playing ducks and drakes with its 
future leadeiship Since some deci¬ 
sions have vet to be finalised, the 
matter can be reported in detail only 
later But enough indications are 
available to show that the most de¬ 
plorable gerrymandering is on in rela¬ 
tion to some critical appointments due 
to take effect soon even though a new 
navy chief would take over only in 
November. • 
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Problems at home 


1 mi n fiction, mostly pulp, reformed 
highwaymen often make tough 
cops while alcoholics turn out to 
he high priests of abstinence 
Hi Real life, unfortunately, is diffe¬ 
rent. Had It not been so, Giam Zail 
Singh, responsible for the rise of the 
Bhindranwale cult in Punjab, would 
have made an effective home minister 
under Indira Gandhi. He was a disas¬ 
ter So was Buta Singh under Rapv 
Gandhi’s prime mimsteiship A politi¬ 
cian endowed with more cunning than 
intelligence, Buta Singh wound up his 
innings m the North Block, the seat of 
the home ministry, by putting his 
finger on the pie of every terrorist 
group in Punjab 

Mufti Mohammad Saveed, the pre¬ 
sent Union home minister, is no ex¬ 
ception. His installation in December 
last year coincided with eruption of 
violence in the Kashmir Valley, his 
home state. And it has remained the 
country’s worst trouble-spot ever 


Union minister 
Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed finds the 
going tough 


since The Mufti was the chief player 
of some of the initial moves leading to 
the present fiasco. No wonder, the 
home minister has become a liability 
tor Prime Minister P Singh Bereft 
of (iiani Zail Singh’s redeeming ear- 
thiness, or Buta Singh's canny instinct 
for survival, the Mufti is a lightweight 
in the Janata Dal politics But his job 
IS much more challenging than his 
capability, and that's precisely what 
many Cabinet ministers, bureaucrats 
and political allies have been telling 
the Prime Minister on the quiet. The 
Mufti may have survived the reshuffle, 
but he IS fast losing clout in the face of 


multijilying chaiges of inefficiency and 
unreliability 

The m.iin allegation against the 
Mufti IS of course, the morally ambi¬ 
guous manner in which he .illowed five 
Kashmiii detenus to be released to 
fiee his kidnapped daughter, Rubaiya, 
from the clutches of captors He now 
passes the buck conveniently on to the 
state goveinment (see interview), as if 
the tottering government of Farooq 
Abdullah, who was still the chief 
minister at the time of the kidnapping 
in December last, would have taken a 
step without consulting the Union 
home ministry. A senior Cabinet 
minister now says on condition of 
anonymity that the Mufti, after secur¬ 
ing the release <if his daughter, “could 
at least have stepped down from office 
on moral grounds". 

As the Mufti stuck to his po 
regardless, the goveinment natiu 
had to bypass him The home lU " i Ler 
claims that he had been con'i nod at 
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every stage, but insiders aver that he possible leai in the mind of the Prime bureaucracy, including Intelligence 

had no clue whatsoever regarding the Mmistei that shifting the Mufti from Bureau (IB) chief M K Narayanan 

appointment of Jagmohan as the stale home at this stage may give the The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) 

Governor until the papers were sent to Kashmir separatists yet anothei pub- reportedly brought to the Mufti’s 

him for signing. Similarly, railway hcily handle notice reports that Narayanan had 

minister George Fernandes was given been using IB computers to prepare a 

additional charge of Jammu and Kash- "The Multi fell from V P Singh's list of most probable Coiigrcss(l) 
mir without the Mufti's knowledge. I grace in December itself, when candidates for the Assembly elections 
not to speak of concurrente Mufti the fledgeling administration disco- But the Mufti ignored the warning. 
Mohammad Sayced tries to gloss over vered to its ama/.ement that the newly- Instead, when the PMO made it clear 
these embarrassing developments, bill .ippointed home ministei w'as willing that it wouldn’t tolerate Narayanan’s 
he knows full well that he is on .i sticky to go out ol his way to favour Rajiv continuance as the IB director, the 
wicket. His only insurance is the Gandhi's political supporters in the Mufti threw his weight to ensure that 



1^10 Htmmtmm S&yeedt the 
tAiwm. ApfM Im not vi- 

Ms tmcoftiM home'm Anmt- 
luqj Mstnta df Kashmir for quite a 
JeiU'meMdts how, dtaaks to the pre- 
vtMhtg sbaatiaa hi Hie Valley. But 
Mis official residence on Akbar 
Mood, ewfy oae fume away from 
:pomer hun^Mow occupied by 
, Arm Nehru, bustle 


fr moke about hit "tdialler^ng 
job^: Bxee^ts: 

Sunday: Hnw ImmI, seeardinQ to 
you, is liw sitiiadon in Kwdimlr? . 
Mufti MohanimM SfoNietf:, fiad. 
Quite bad. Thinp biive 
fated quite draraati&ito in .(lie past 
law months. There .has ^en a 
)tflight improvement lately, but 
’'ttterc is no basic chaiige in. the 
itoation. 1 must say that of all the 
'iifi ^fa ingeg we are faced with, io 
■ of the nation's unity and in*- 
lo|pty, the One in Kashthir is tite 



"I was 
consulted 
at every 
stage” 

Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed on the 
appointments of 
Jagmohan and George 
Fernandes 


Q: Where does the root of the prob- 
tern He? 

A: People point at several reasons. 

Bad handling of the situation. Cal- Q: < 
tousness of the administration. did 
Many things. But 1 must say that sccc 
Kast^r has been dented of even A: ' 
its rights as per the Con- the 
stitutiojci, There is a 

genuine feeling in iSttOMOfUkiticalling 
Kashmir that Delhi tkeshots 
has always imposed 
Its likings and dislik- 
ings onhhe people, in 
violation of the basic 
human rights. People 
even compare the 
rituatioai in Kashmir 
to the one prevailing 
in PblriatKa during 
Zia’s time. 

Qf Wbf? b « 

. UNibl ririd ekcUons 
were aev- 
whreeandbdr? 

At Tbe» is a feeh'ng 
that electuMH were 


manipulated. 

Q:Inl!W7? 
A: Yes. 


Q: But you were a Central minister 
«4 wb tte lUdiv-Farooq accent was 
signed? 

A: Well, 1 resigned in protest. 

Qt Yes. And Farooq Abd^lafa Iw- 
cautne the chief minister following 
the accord in November 1986. So, 
as a Union minister, you extended 
your si 9 p <»1 tothe accord for near-i 
ly five months. 

A: Though I was a member of the 
government, I was apprehensive 
right from the start. 1 thought that 
the Congress and the National 
Conference should have played 
their distinctive roles, as they had 
always played. But Farooq merely 
surrendered. I also found that the 
concept of the accord was not being 
accepted by the masses. 

Q: After joining the Jan Morcha, 
did you campaign against the 
accord? 

A: We were rampaigning agmnst 
the non-implementation * of 
the accord. Tbere 
lling was no development 

work in Kashmb', no. 
eKort to change the 
quality at Ufe of the 
people. We knew 
tiiat it would lead to 
terroriimi and mili¬ 
tancy. We were con¬ 
stantly saying that' 
Kashmir was going. 
the'Pun|sd) way, 

Qf W «8 Farooq 
iUfAtllsB TcspoiiaHe 

At Farooq 
the pronrises made 
by the accord to iSte 
peofde Of KasiutihF. 
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you should have resigned aftw the 
govenuncnt released flve detenus In 
exchange for your daughter. 
A: 1 think that after my becoming 
Union home minister, it was the 
responsibility of the state govern¬ 
ment to provide security to my 
family members. But the situation 
was such that the terrorists couid 
kidnap my daughter. 

Q: Who asked the state govemmant 
to release the five detenus? You, nr 
the Prime Minister? 

A: It was decision of the state 
Cabinet. We said nothing. 

Q: But why did the state admlals- 
ttatimi not coBtt up widt ttie stnne 


A: Why should -I be It is 

for foe good ol the count^ and 
Jammu and Ka^unir. 

Q: Were you coopted hi^hre .foe 
i^poiataient? 

A: Yes. Governors chnnot be.. 
apixfoifod mfoout the home tniakty 
tr^ appfoval. Actaaliy we went 
over a panel of three name*: Jag- 
. mohan, Rustamji and Nsurefo 
Chandra, foe present honse seeret- 
ary. Finally we seletned Ihtgtmfoan 
Jud^ng by his past,record* ahd foe 
present situation in .ICaslmfo. 

Qi Wars jmu eousutted befone foe 
•npsfolmient or Geerge feronades 


respoase mhen vk»-chaiioelhn‘ ** KaAmfr 

of Kaafamhr UidversUy and two ^ 

afoers were hdran as bost^? 

Ait a > wT ttltWRI^OP IWtfl ©ftwl OtuCf, 


vt Kaafamhr UidversUy and two 
afoers were hdran as bmh^? 

At Ihid's a different story. *« “*« 
they wained a 

.tanner to be re- ^il^fVlINMiipBSi 
lewsed in exfoange, JipstaglKS tkeMufti 
and negotiation 
were gomg on Bh 
- JJCLF chief Amanul 
tah Khan issued i 
Statement from th 
; US, saying foat foa 
three r^tured mei 
had ahre^ybeen kil 
' led. The militant 
took it as a vellei 
:brder« and kttU.< 

^ Bum yvifoodf wiutinj 
JJferther.' ^ 



Qj Iw Fernandes 
tr^hig for a p^ticid 
wfodtM? 

A; Not yet^ It is too 
early for that. There 
are a number of 
other problems to 
which Fernandes is 
Buying his miad-' 
Tnere are foe pfOh- 
iems of hading siml- 
ter for the refogse^,. 
jdbs for those - 
are upro'oteti, iiibc. 
,Ofoerwi 9 e,'foe'.@pv- 
eraor is fotae like fo ; 
nBy>ofoer.foih!,?fo^' ' 
.foe, 


MUFTI MOHAMMAD SAYEED WITH 
V.F. SIfKaH: fall from grace 

is also shrouded in mystery. The 
young lady,who has shifted to New 
Delhi since her ordeal and is now an 
intern at the capital’s Loknayak Jaip- 
rakash Hospital, has never spoken— 
not even to any governmeni agency — 
about the unfortunate episode Bui 
records leveal that the Mufti had 
vetoed a proposal from the security 
forces to mourU a commando opera¬ 
tion to rescue Rubaiya from the mili¬ 
tants' custody On the contrary, the 
home ministei prodded on the state 
government to release the five prison¬ 
ers—all of whom were Pakistan- 
trained saboteurs or hitmen 

However, the home minister’s de¬ 
tractors point out that the Mufti 
adopted double-standards when the 
militants held three people, including 
the vicc-chancellor of Kashmir Uni¬ 
versity, as hostages and demanded, in 
exchange of their lives, the release of 
one of iheir men. The Mufti now says 
that negotiations in this particular case 
broke down because of instructions 
from .le Jammu and Kashmii Libera¬ 
tion Front (JKl.F) chief Amanullah 
Khan But there is nothing to suggest 
that the Mufti had tried to save the 
three lives with even a fraction of the 
alacrity with which he had sought to 
save his daughter’s life 
In fact, the Centre has adopted a 
new hardline approach in Kashmir 
without much consultations with the 
Mufti. Now the shots are called h- , 
Jagmohan in close consultation wii/t 
his advisers in Srinagar as well .is "i:h 
home secretary Narc.sh Ch.iiKfr.i> a 
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RAKeSHSAHAI 



QOP/M.SHETTY 



(TOP)FAROOQ 

kBOUViJM-. the accord 
led to hvt downfall;i\M!FT) 

FORCES PATROUiNG < 
THE VALLEY; uneasy 
calm 


seasoned bureauciat brought into the 
ministry primarily to make the man- 
tnji’ redundant. 

But the office of ihe home minister 
IS important in more ways than just 
controlling insurgency, and the Mufti 
IS coming under increasing criticism on 
this count, too I'.xample. he. as the 
home minister, is a member, together 
with the Prime Minister and the minis- 
tei in chaige of the relevant ministry, 
of the Apjiointments ( ommittee of 
the Cabinet (A(’C). Howevei, till the 
end of last week, he was found to be 
sitting over nearly 60 new appoint¬ 
ment files Commerce minister Arun 
Nehiu found to his suiprise that the 
proposal to appoint S V S. Raghavan 
as chaiiman of the apex corporation 
lot S'l'C and MMTC, though cleared 
by him, was gathering dust for months 
oil the Mufti’s desk. 

In another instance. Cabinet secret¬ 
ary Vinod P.iiule was at a loss because 
the Mutti w.is delaying the Cabinet 
decision to ask (Jeiieral K V Krishna 
Rao, lagmolian s prcdecessor- 
Governor ot Jammu ,md Kashmir, to 
lesign Pmally. ol luuise, P.inde man¬ 
aged to gel the home minister to sign 
the relevant lettci 

B eginning his career as a iiumsif 
court lawyer in Anantnag district 
Kssfamir. the Mutti was chosen by 


the late D P Dhai to assist Mir 
Oasim. the then chief minister ot the 
state and Indira Ciandhi’s answer, till 
then, to Sheikh Abdullah’s challenge 
Never a political heavyweight, Mutli 
Mohammad .Suyeed won an election 
to the state Assembly only once, in 
1472, and that too without a contest 
He always believed that the Congress 
should -oppose the National 
Conference (which was Plebiscite 
Front prior to 147.“') in the Valley 
Flowevcr.the Mufti did not oppose 
the I486 accord between Farooq 



IBeing a former 
Congressman, the Mufti 
has little chance of 
opening any meaningful 
dialogue with the 
militants. That job has 
lately been entrusted to 
George Fernandes 



Abdullah and Ra|iv Gandhi m the 
beginning He was a union minister 
lor a long while after the accord He 
left Ra|iv not on any moral or ideolo¬ 
gical ground, but only when he was 
convinced that he had lost weight, in 
terms of Kashmir politics, because of 
the accord 

However, there are tew options left 
before him now Being an old foe of 
the late Sheikh, and a Congressman of 
long standing in the Valley, there is 
little chance of the Mufti being able to 
open any meaningful dialogue be¬ 
tween the Indian authorities and a 
section of the militants In fact, that 
job has lately been entrusted to 
George Fernandes, who, in his turn, 
has begun meeting some ot the Mufti’s 
bitter opponents m the extremist 
camp Though the railway minister 
has not been lucky so far, but if there 
is a breakthrough in the near future, 
the Mufti will certainly not get a share 
of the cake. 

In matters concerning Punjab as 
well as Assam, where the ULFA 
insurgents are active,powerful 
bureaucrats in the capital’s adminis¬ 
trative network have the last word. In 
V. P Singh's scheme of things. Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed is a virtual non¬ 
entity. • 

SunMWUtn/ttewDaHd 




SUNDAY e-1XM.y 1»90 








KEWAL VARMA 


Is war the solution? 

Pakistan surely cannot be blamed for all our problems 


eporting on the re¬ 
cent Kanpur riots. 
The Hindu April) 
wrote; “The trouble 
started with a minor 
incident when a 
scooterist and a cyc¬ 
list belonging to two 
different communities collided on a 
busy road without any injury to any¬ 
one of them But a heat^ exchange 
turned into anexchange of brickbats. 
Members of both the communities 
joined the fray and rioting started 
soon.” 

Three days later the The 
Times of India reporting on 
the Mathura riots, said; 

“People belonging to both 
the communities this repor¬ 
ter spoke to admitted that 
there has been an increase 
in militancy in view of the 
Ram Janmabhoomi/Babri 
Masjid row.” 

Analysing the causes of a 
communal riot, down south 
in Dindigul in early April, 
the local reporter of The 
Hindu wrote; “The proces¬ 
sion of shilas (sanctified 
bricks) for the construction 
of the Sri Ram Temple in 
^ Ayodhya, which the Vish- 
wa Hindu Parishad orga¬ 
nised throughout the coun¬ 
try on the eve of the elec¬ 
tions, roused communal 
passions among the people 
of the majority community 
even in rural areas and 
Tamil Nadu was no excep¬ 
tion.” 

The three reports indicate how 
sensitive the communal situation is in 
the country and what has in the most 
recent period fuelled distrust among 
the people of this country. But what is 
our response? We as a nation have 
begun to genuinely believe tliat Pakis¬ 
tan is at Ae root of all our troubles— 
terrorism and secessionism in Kashmir 
and Punjab and communal riots in the 
rest of the coun^. Hence, the solu¬ 
tion lies in teaching Pakistan a lesson. 
But who is responsible for terrorism in 
Assam? Ouna? If so.dien declare a 

■■■■aVS-ltMvIMD 


war against China. 

We are a nation of self-deceivers. 
We have no ability to do a rigorous 
socio-political analysis and identify the 
real sources of our troubles. Our intel¬ 
lectual lethargy and ideological differ¬ 
ences tend to put the entire blame on 
outsiders for all our problems. 

It is not to say that India has no 
enemies. But these adversaries do not 
create problems, they only fish in our 
troubled waters and compound our 
troubles. 

Did Pakistan start the "panga 
baazi" (instigation) of the Ram Jan- 


Kashmiri Muslims 
opted to join India in 
the belief that this 
country would remain 
secular. Foronlya 
secular India can keep 
Kashmir within K. 


mabhoomi/Babri Masjid controversy 
and organised Ram Shila pooja all 
over India. Similarly, did Pakistani 
propaganda turn Kashmin Muslims en 
masse against India'' Kashmiri Mus¬ 
lims opted to join India in the belief 
that this country would remain secu¬ 
lar. They acceded to Gandhi’s India, 
Nehru's India and not to Golwalkar's 
India, not to Shyama Prasad Mukher- 
jee’s India. When India is increasingly 
turning communal, that trust is bet¬ 
rayed. Only a secular India can keep 
Kashmir within it democratically A 
communalised India can keep Kash¬ 
mir only by force— 
with tanks and a couple of 
divisions of the army. 

A contemporary maga¬ 
zine concluded its repor¬ 
tage on Kashmir* “In Kash¬ 
mir—where the ('entre has 
invested some Rs 70,(XX) 
crores in subsidies, not to 
speak of the bloixl of Indi¬ 
an soliders in two wars-- 
the nation faces what is 
perhaps the gravest chal¬ 
lenge to the idea on which 
Its integrity is moored 
There are no .soft options 
left And temporary re¬ 
verses must not be allowed 
to invert the process of sus¬ 
tained reclamation. The 
country can no longer 
afford to behave like a 
tenant on a notice to vacate 
somebody else’s property.” 

If this IS the attitude we 
have towards Kashmir, 
then God help this ‘country’. For this 
policy does not spelt out the ways of 
winning the minds of the Kashmiri 
people. 

The dangers of such a Kashmir poli¬ 
cy are compounded by the talk that 
Pakistan is engineering communal 
riots in India. Even Raja Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh encouraged such a 
thought. If not countered, it will make 
every Muslim a suspect and peop'i 
will rally around the BJP’s slo/’.m 
“save Bharat mata, Hinduism i'- the 
solution.”* 


OO 
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Lady in the dock 


The Tamil Nadu government drags Jayalalitha to court 



T he afternoon of 19 April 
was extremely hot and 
humid for Madras summer, 
the oppressive weather 
helping to build up the ten¬ 
sion inside the courtroom of the prin¬ 
cipal sessions judge, Abdul Jabbar, 
where the noted criminal lawyer N.T. 
Vanamamalai was cross-examining a 
government official. 

The courtroom was sparsely 
attended with a few policemen and a 
sprinkling of lawyers representing the 
contestants. But the tension in the 
atmosphere was palpable. And not 
entirely unexpectedly. The judge was 
hearing the ^famation case filed by 
the Tamil Nadu government against 
the AIADMK general secretary 
Jayalalitha Jayaram. And a conviction 
could have the “Amma” in jail. 

The defence counsel, Vanamama¬ 
lai, is a lawyer of repute and clearly 
knew he h^ one of the toughest 
assignments on hand. He peered into 
the government files made available to 
him and shot his question: is it not true 
that on 14 September last year, the 
state chief secretary made a note in 
the hie saying that ^e chief minister’s 
going to the witness box must be 
avoided at any cosf^ “Yes”, said the 
witness. 

Then came another question—while 
Arcot N. Veerasamy, the then food 
minister, had issued a statement on 8 
October denying the corruption 
charges made by Ms Jayalalitha re- 



any such denial statements? The 
answer: no. 

There were several entries in the file 
which had obviously been changed 
twice or thrice and clearly showed that 
the original facts had been altered, 
Vanamamalai sought to contend. Pat 
came the reply from the witness.- 
"Idiai naan marukkaren.’’ (I deny 
this.) 

The session continued for about two 
hours before the judge adjourned 
further hearing till 28 June and the 
curtain came down on the second 
stage of the trial of Jayalalitha, who 
must be regretting making those 
aliqiations against Karunanidhi and 


JayaiaBtha Jayaram: in troubis 

his minister, Arcot Veerasamy, with¬ 
out giving a thought to the legal 
implications. She could have got away' 
only if she had made the charges on 
the floor of the House but then she 
was not attending the Assembly after 
she was assaulted by the DMK mem¬ 
bers and ministers during the budget 
session last year. 


On 30 September, Jayalalitha re¬ 
leased a seven-page statement to the 
media, accusing chief minister Karu¬ 
nanidhi of corruption. The prosecu¬ 
tors considered the most objection¬ 
able and defamatory the part where 
she had said that the CM and his ^ 
minister, Veerasamy, “have swal¬ 
lowed money in the corrupt purchase 
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of rice, dal and sugar. They 
have taken money, they are 
still doing it and have plans 
to continue with it." The 
same day, the state govern¬ 
ment filed a defamation 
case against Jayalalitha. 

On 4 November last 
year, Jayalalitha appeared 
before the judge but 
AIADMK workers dis¬ 
rupted the proceedings of 
the court.- The sessions 
judge B. Krishnaswamy 
failed to calm the gathering 
as the slogan-shouting fol¬ 
lowers hailed the lady as a ^ 
revolutionary leader and *- 
condemned Karunanidhi. 

A fter that day’s tumul¬ 
tous proceedings, the 
judge agreed to the request 
I made by Jayalalitha that 
^ she be allowed to be repre¬ 
sented by her counsel dur¬ 
ing the trial and not be 
present in person. Jayala- 
litha also told the judge 
that she would have to 
attend to various party mat¬ 
ters “every moment” of the 
day. 

Public prosecutor L. Babu grabbed 
the opportunity to oppose Jayala- 
litha’s petition before the Supreme 
Court seeking the transfer of the case 
to some other court outside Tamil 
Nadu on the plea that Karunanidhi 
was “politically hostile” towards her 
and she might not get a free and fair 
trial due to his “vindictive attitude”. 
Of course, the lady also cited other 
reasons but her critics felt that they 
were all hollow and aimed only at 
delanng the legal proceedings laun- 
checl by Karunanidhi. 

Justice L.M. Sharma and Justice 
P.B. Sawant dismissed the transfer 
petition on 29 March observing that 
there appeared to be no reason for 
Jayalalitha to apprehend that she 
would not get a fair and impartial trial 
in Tamil Nadu. Thus, not only did the 
AIADMK leader fail to get any legal 
advantage by petitioning the Supreme 
Court, 1^ action also 1^ to consider¬ 
able embarrassment, if not anger, 
among the legal circles as it suggested 
that she did not trust the judiciary in 
her hmnc state. 

Besides, Jayalalitha made another 
slip. Having made all those serious 
allegations against Karunanidhi, she 
did not dte him as a party to the said 
petition. “The court does not pass a 
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judgement behind the back, without 
hearing the person against whom the 
allegations are made in a petition,” 
said a senior Madras lawyer. “That 
Karunanidhi’s name was not included 
as a party in the petition by Jayalalitha 
was a fundamental flaw.” 

Other apparently unrelated issues 
which the petition touched upon in the 
attempt to justify the request for 
transfer of the case outside Tamil 
Nadu included the observation that 
the ruling DMK managed to form 
a government in spite of getting only 
33 per cent of the total votes polled. 
“...(This) is not relevant to the pur¬ 
pose of the issue to be decided in this 


WIGR had locked up 
Karunanidhi in the 
early Eighties. Now 
the DMK chief must 
be hoping to throw the 
legendary AIADMK 
leader’s confidante 
behind bars 


|inat ttie UMK party got as 
"many as 146 out of 234 
|seats in the Assembly,” 
3said the counter petition 
filed by the state public 
prosecutor, Babu. 

The Supreme Court dis¬ 
missing the transfer peti¬ 
tion must have jolted the 
AIADMK leadership, for 
Jayalalitha is no longer 
issuing statements attack¬ 
ing Karunanidhi or his gov¬ 
ernment. She IS now con¬ 
tent with letting her lieute¬ 
nants hit out against the 
DMK rulers. 

Karunanidhi, for his part, 
appears to be serious that 
his prosecutor builds up a 
solid case against his arch¬ 
rival. True, it is still a long 
way off before the judge 
delivers his judgement— 
besides, there are other 
escape avenues such as 
appeals to the higher 
courts—but it is apparent 
that Jayalalitha has been 
pushed on the defensive. 

Legal experts feel that the manner 
in which Jayalalitha reacted to the 
government’s move only indicates the 
confusion within her camp. For exam¬ 
ple, when she made her appearance in 
the sessions court, she organised an 
agitation to demonstrate her political 
might. Later, in the petition before 
the Supreme Court seeking the trans¬ 
fer of the case outside Tamil Nadu, 
she argued that should the case agamst 
her be heard in Tamil Nadu, there 
would not be a peaceful and fair trial. 

The AIADMK founder and former 
chief minister M.G. Ramachandran 
had locked up Karunanidhi, then lead¬ 
er of the Of^xiatton, in the Madras 
Central Jail for over two months 
during the early Eighties, in connec¬ 
tion with an agitation against his 
government. Now that MGR is no 
more, the DMK chief must be bopiim 
to throw the legendary AIADmK 
leacter’s confidante behmd bars. 

At the moment, the outccHiie of this 
legal battle seems uncertain. But tlw 
government is confident that it will be 
able to pin down Jayalalitha and have 
her convicted. What KanmanitUii is 
unsure of is whether the episode will 
make a poUtical martyr out of (be 
AIADMK leader. 
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KHUSHWANT SINGH 


Sending Elfish to 
Coventry 


For the benefit of 
Mulayain Singh 
Yadav, chief minister 
of Uttar Pradesh, let 
me explain that the 
expression means ex¬ 
actly what he means 
to do with the English language in 
India viz. banish it Let me reassure 
him that neither he nor anyone else 
can hatao angrezi from Bharat be¬ 
cause it has become a dest hhasha as 
much as Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Gu¬ 
jarati, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam or 
any of the other languages recognised 
by our Constitution And though a 
very small nunority use it, their num¬ 
ber runs into millions. More than the 
national language Hindi, it is our 
means of communication between our 
diverse peoples. It is more used in the 
two Houses of Parliament than all the 
other regional languages put together. 
The same applies to the Supreme 
Court and all the slates’ High ('.ourts 
It is the language of science, medicine, 
engineering and technology, and high¬ 
er learning. None of our regional lan¬ 
guages have anything like an adequate 
vocabulary required to keep pace with 
advancement in these disciplines The 
surest way of arresting progress and 
putting the clock back is to try to ban 
the use of English. 

I do not know how educated a man 
IS Mulayam Singh Yadav. Whatever 
his academic qualifications, his read¬ 
ing of history and linguistics must be 
very poor. He should know that every 
invader tnes to impose his language 
on a conquered people. The Aryans 
imposed Sanskrit, the Muslims im¬ 
posed Turki, Arabic and Persian, the 
English imposed English. Since the 
English ruled the entire subcontinent 
of India, the impact of their language 
became an ali-India phenomenon. It 
made us conscious of being one na¬ 
tion. We used it to fight English colo¬ 
nial domination. All the great leaders 
-of our freedom movement used it 
mwe than the regional languages so 
thatt their voices could be heard across 
the leQg^ and breadth of the country. 
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And abroad. It became, and remains 
to this day our one window to the 
outside world. 

Yadav'evidently regards the use of 
English as unpatriotic. It is not On 
the contrary what is unpatriotic is his 
brash, undemocratic and ill-conccived 
diktat that English will no longer be 
used as the medium of instruction and 
that all ofbaal correspondence will 
hereafter be in Hindi. Surely he is not 
as much of a greeil horn in politics as 
not to know what reactions will be in 
the southern states, particularly Tamil 
Nadu! What about people of my gen¬ 
eration of Indians who were largely 
brought up on Urdu cannot read 
Hindi? 

Evidently Mulayam hhatyya is not 
aware of what is happening in the 
world. He should know that even in 
the Soviet Republics next to their own 
regional languages the students are 
opting for English because English is 
no longer the language spoken m the 
United Kingdom, countries of the 
Commonwealth and the United 
States, but by far the most widely used 
language in the world. We Indians 
have nothing to be ashamed of the fact 
that many of us who use it, speak it 
and write it better than people whose 
mother tongue it is. English is Eng¬ 
land’s greatest bequest to India and 
India's greatest national asset I for 
Muteyam Singh Yadav; brationai stand 


one have never hesitated in saying that 
though my mother couldn’t speak a 
word of it, my mother tongue is En¬ 
glish because I can express myself bet¬ 
ter in It than in Punjabi, Urdu or 
Hindi. And I love it If ever a time 
comes when Mulayam Singh Yadav 
wntes to me in Hindi, I will reply to 
him in English even if thereafter he 
bans my entry into Uttar Pradesh. 
However, 1 am glad to note that when 
It came to his own son, he sent him to 
an English medium school. 


Police efficiency 

Virendra Kumar Massey of Gha- 
ziabad sends the following true story 
of his experience at a doctor’s clinic. 
He wntes 

“A few days ago 1 went to see my 
doctor. When I entered the waiting 
room, I saw two policemen sitting with 
a beautiful black puppy. The doctor 
was busy. I took my number from the 
counter and while waiting started 
playing with the puppy. After about 
half an hour I entered the doctor’s 
clinic. One of the policemen also came 
m and said that inspector Sahib had 
sent him to find out if his daughter 
bitten by the puppy, needed an injec¬ 
tion. The doctor asked whether the 
injection was for the daughter or the 
dog. The constable answered that it 
was for the daughter. The doctor 
II asked to see the girl’s wound before he 

m _IJ__ r*- 



had not sent the daughter but had sent 
the puppy which was outside. The 
doctor asked him to take the puppy 
away and bring the daughter ” 

“I could not control my laughter. 
On being asked the reason I told the 
doctor that he had not understood the 
psychology of the police. It was in 
their blood to catch the culprit and not 
attend to the victim. The policeman 
had, therefore, brought the culjmt, 
the puppy, and not the victim: 
whether die victim lives or dies is not 
their concern, the culprit must be 
caught and the culprit was there. 
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CONTROVERSY 


A cop under fire 

Kiran Bedi Ls indicted by an enquiry commission 

A gitations and dhanuis are a blow tc> the comageous police otficcr aback by the leport,' said a distraught 
common enough phenomenon Foi. besides indicting her lor profes- Kiran Bcdi, adding, "Now it is tor the 

in Llttai Piadcsh Hut the one sional misconduct, the judge lias ac- people to decide il ihe\ want to 

j organised m Ciha/iabad on 21 April cused Beth of misusing her olfiee tor depend on the jiolice (or then security j 

I was unique F-oi one, the protestors “person.il vendetta" While the arrest or not The public must decide undei i 

; were lawyers bui more inteiestinglv, ot Ra|esh Agnihotri was. according to what circumslances a police otticei's | 

j the taigel ot then iie was no politician .lustiee Wadliwa. jiistdied and lawiul. action can be teimed an excess ’ Bedi I 

I but Kiran Bedi, the hign-prolile the handeufting in public was not The is most upset thal the pidae coneluded \ 

. woman IPS otticei Bedi was the ehiel judge then goes on to analyse the that all her colleagues wlio deposed in 

guest of a function at a loeal college, eonduet ot Ms Bedi after the “repre- her favour were "under hei spell" 

I but she decided to keep away trom the hensible incident" And here too she The question now is how will tie 
] ceremony since the lawyers sat m comes in for criticism. Justice Wadh- authorities react to the report ’Ju ”.e 

I protest outside the college campus, wa tell thal she acted “dishonestlv" Wadhwa has reeoiiiniendcd ciejiari- 

j deteimined not to allow the cop to and Bedi's actions like calling a jrress mental action against Bedi Ihougti the 1 

1 attend the (unction conference to justify her conduct was lawyers would preki to settle the j 


The d/iurnu organised by 
' the (ihaziabad lawyers is 
! not an isolated instance 
i Members ot the bar have 
I stepped up their campaign 
i against Kiran Bedi ever 
j since Justice D P Wadhwa 
! ot the Delhi High ('ourt 
I ecn.sored the cop tor hei 
action neailv two years 
ago 1 he incident involved 
the aricst and handcuffing 
ot a young lawyer. Rajesli 
I Agnihotri. on chaiges of 
I pickpocketing Soon after 
Agnihotri was paraded in 
public with handcutts. 
lawyers in the capital mar¬ 
ched in a procession to¬ 
wards the office ot Kiran 
Bedi. then deputy commis¬ 
sioner of north Delhi Soon 
the lawyers were joined by 
Congress activists and 
together they staged a dc- 
! monstration outside Bedi's 
I chamber 

But even a.' the agitators were only an exercise in “(lersonal adver- matter in court The piescnt police 
shouting slogans, Kiran Bedi ordered tisement" in the face of a ciisis commissioner of Delhi, Vijay Karan, 

the police to disperse the gathering A The strictures have taken Kiran declined to comment on the icport 
lathi-charge followed in which many Bedi by surprise She was keenly saying that in such enquiries, police 
lawyers sustained injuries The inci- following the case .dl through and had officers can easily be blamed 

dent created a furore in the capital and the backing of her colleagues. The But the woman who is at the ventre 

for two months the lawyers of Delhi former police chief of Delhi, Ved of the controversy seems least per- 
struck work in protest They returned M.irwah, had even deposed before the turbed “I am capable ot taking such 
to the bar only after the government corimission in her favour Moreover, things in my stride,” she said And 
transferred Bedi to the relatively un- it was believed ihat Bedi had the there is every reason tor Bedi to feel 
important Narcotics Control Bureau supiwrt of jsolitical heavyweights like confident because even in the past, 
and announced that a commission of former home minister Buta Singh police officials indicted bv law courts 
enquiry headed bv Justice W'adhwa Even the solicitoi general ot India, B got away easily Meanwhile in the 
would go into the conduct ot Kiran Ramaswamy, h.id icportedly assured capital there is talk of shitting Kiran 
Bedi After over a year of investiga- Kiran Bedi that nothing would come Bedi out of Delhi to either Punjab or 

tions. Justice Wadhwa has submitted out of the enquiry Kashmir, till the storm blows ovei. 

his report which has come as a severe “Yes. I must admit 1 was taken Ritu Sarin/New Delhi 



niowitis 
for the 
people 
to decide 
if they want to 
depend on the 
police for 
their security 
or not/’ says 
Kiran Bedi 
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India gets tough 
with Pakistan 




I vvjs hilkd .IS ,1 mini-siiimiiit 
nu't'Mil;; oiu (h.il xvdiilil [In 
tension hiiililiiH'. up on I'cili 
sides ot (In. Iiuli.i-f'.ikisl.m |)iii- 
dei When ludei Kiiiii.ii ( fii|i,iI 
IiuJi.i s uib.ine (uKieii niiruslei luel 
his I'.ikisl.iiii Louiikip.iil S.ihib/.iil.i 

^ .U|ilt> Kli.in III New 'l 1 'I k s W .ikldit 

j .'\slon.i lldlcl, he vs.iitleJ id i.ilk dt 
I pe.K e I .miteil.mi Ili.il iIk pcdpk dt 
I the two lountiies tid udi w uit a. 11 .iiid 
! Ill.il \se (..III '.etdi dill pidhleitis hi .1 
I civilised mannei, '(.iiiir.ii told |diini.il 
I isis sliditK t'eldie ilk iiieeliPi; 

I And vshen Ik e.iiiie ou! ol the 
I stinimil. Ins niddd vsj. still one ol 
I LUMided dpimiisiii While. Khan had 
1 >;i\en no hl.mkel assinaiiLes he hail 
I lepealed Pakisi.in s msistenee that it 
Was not pidiidmu financial and inihl- 
’ .ii\ siippori Id the K.ishnnii lerioiists 
■ I’.ikisi.m (lid not Want wai, he had 
1 said 

I fhe vi u iie\t d.iv (iii|ral learned 
I that tils dptiniisni w.is misplaced 
I As lai as ’Wiijiil' Kh.in w.is con- 
I eeriied I in siiniinit niij;hl not have 
j lakeii plai e .It .ill In shaip idiilrast t.i 
1 ihe ediKiliatdis stand <iii|ral claimed 
j Id h.de detected .it (hen nieeim);, 
j Khan wi in on the dtlensive 

I 

1 

j • lie told Ilk PR's III,It Indian troops 
j had unle.ishcd .1 n nn ot liiiur on the 
j h.ipless people dt K isnniii He s])dke 
of ‘atidcities and ot "isnie i.ipc's ' 

• Wai, he said was not 'neiiMdlc hut 
seemed possible t’ci.iiise Indi.i w.is 
eieatiiif: a tear ps\ihosis .md heinj; 
11. ediessh auiiiessisi while t.ilselc 
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Kashmir: is Pukman wugmf’u 'proxy war' here 


.leciisinf' Pakistan ol arming the Kush- 
niiris 

• He told the Bush tidministralion 
(h.it he did not think that India's 
pronlems with Pakistan could be re¬ 
solved bilaterallv He would prefci it. 
he said, it America in some othei 
Ihiid pans enteicd the pictuic as a 
mediator 

• nuiing a meeting with .himes Bak¬ 
er US secretary of state, he reiterated 
Ills demand tor a Llnited Nations- 


sponsoied plebiseitc on Kashmir to 
give Ihe people of the state a right to 
ehoose their destiny 

Nearly all of this lan countei to the 
impicssion he had given Ciujial at 
their meeting India’s position is that 
the 1972 Shimla Agreement super¬ 
sedes all earlier UN resolutions and so 
the plebiscite is no longei an issue 
Moreover, India wants a bilateral 
resolution of all disputes and opposes 
any third party mediation And final- 
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ly. Gujral and Khan had—according 
• to Gujral, at least—agreed to moder¬ 
ate all public utterances to reduce 
tension 

Within 24 hours. Khan had gone 
' against every single one of India's 
most central positions 

I n some ways, the Gujral-Khan sum¬ 
mit was the last hope for reducing 
the tension that has kept growing 
between the two countries over the 
last tour months f)ncc it tailed, the 
gloves weie oti 

Ciuiral was the lirsi lo leact At .i 



press conference in London, on his 
way back from New York, he attacked 
Khan for violating the understanding 
reached between the two foreign 
ministers. And then, he issued what 
some took to be a threat Pakistan, he 
said, had its own separatist move¬ 
ments in Sind and Baluchi.stan,- ‘‘such 
tactics could affect its own stability” 
In New Delhi, Prime Mimsiei V P 
Singh was more aggressive. He would, 
he told reporters, lecommend an in¬ 
crease 111 the defence budget. “There 
is no other way of dealing with the 


defence of the countiy when acro.ss 
the western border there is a single- 
minded devotion to building up arma¬ 
ments." he declared 

At a public meeting in Lucknow, he 
attacked Pakistan for training terror¬ 
ists and secessionists "The Pakistani 
government," he said, “was providing 
such sophisticated weapons as anti¬ 
tank mines, rocket-launchers and 
machine-guns " India could nevei 
tolerate this, he declared, and warned 
that Pakistan had moved army units, 
including tanks and rad.irs. to loca¬ 
tions iie.ir the border 
If such rhetoric sug¬ 
gested a new tough line, 
then an official briefing 
by the foreign ministry 
in New Delhi confiimed 
It Making the by now 
loutine denunciations of 
Khan’s volte-face the 
ministri's sjiokcsman 
raged “Let there he no 
doiibl thal iht (lovern 
meiii of India will not 
tolerate mtimgement of 
<ts scivereigrity .ind iri- 
tcgiit', and will lake 
appropriate mcasuies to 
prevent such occuri- 
enccs " 

What were these ‘measures"' Did 
this mean that liulia woiiltl now agree 
to ihe long-standinii BJP demand that 
It chase leiioiisis into P.ikistan .ind 
dc'strov then tiaiiiing camps’ "We 
I 111 e o u t nothing s,i i d t he 
spokesman 

It was a notable shift ol stance and 
esctil.itcd the war ol nerves to date 
Inili.i h.is always said th.it it woiiltl not 
m.ike incursions mtir P.ikist.ini teiii- 
toiv Hut now, the foieign ministiv 
was willing to considei this possibihiv 
What would the ncsl step he' 
W.ii’ 

O r are wc alieady at 
war’ In one re¬ 
spect ” savs All t orn- 
modoic Jaspt Singh, 
director ot the Instii’ite 
ol Defence Studies .md 
Aralvsis (IDS A). 

“Pakistan has been 
tightuig a prr'sv war foi 
at least the last three 
months To ask whethei 
there will be a war im¬ 
plies that we are ignor¬ 
ing thi 
According 
Pakistan's 


the K.ishniiii militiinis and its 
encoiiragemeiit to them to secede 
have alieady reached the stage wheic 
the term ‘war' (oi at least pioxv wai') 
could be used “'Hie Pakistani Prime 
Minister not onlv savs that they are 
supporting tcrroiist activities in Kash¬ 
mir, but lh.it the\ intend to keep 
supporting them Ih.u is meani to 
convey to those in Kashmir wiio are 
not yet with the terionsts thal it they 
were to keep fighting long enough and 
hard enough, there is an external 
power which will come to then assist¬ 
ance ” 


Even hv Singh's detmition. if is 
difficult t(' say when P.ikist.iii's sup¬ 
port for the militants re.iched the stage 
when It became ,in ad ol w.ii P.ikis- 
tan has always had links wilh seces- 
sionisl outfits in K.ishmii ;md il is ni' 
secret that the Jammu .iiid Kashmir 
Liheration Front (JK! 1 ) fi.is been 
financed hy Pakist.m .ilmosi tiom the 
time that it was set up 

But It w.is noi till |usi over .i yeai 
ago th.it Pakisi.ini assist.ince to the 
militants leached alaiming levels 
( I'here are some tO tenonst oigamsa- 
tions in Kashmir, ot which loughlv l.'i 
.lie Loniniitlcd to an in¬ 
dependent K.ishmii and 
Ihe lest to union with 
Pakist.m ) Ihe loimei 
ministci ot state tor 
home attairs. P ('hi- 
d.inib.iiam told Pailia- 
ment thal India was 
seiiouslv lonceincd ab¬ 
out P.ikisi.in's suiiport 
U) the IKI F ,iiul the 
foreign ministiy laun¬ 
ched a protest 

But It was not till July 
1989 that Pakistan began 
to distance itself from 



Inder Gujral (left) and Yaqub Khan; 


leality 

to Smgh, 
support for 


The 

Gujral-Khan 
summit was 
the last hope 
for reducing 
tension. Once 
it failed, the 
gloves were 
off 
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Its cotiimiiments under the Shimla 
Apreement The hostility had in- 
I creased to levels that were unpie 
cedeiiled in rctent memory hy De- 
cernhci IW when Pakistan i.ained 
out a massive military exercise code- 
named Zarb-e-Momin (Strike ot the 
faithful) in which over 5(( per cent ot 
the armed forces were deployed Indi 
an intelligence was concerned, not so 
much by the si/e of the exercise as h\ 


two other aspects first of ail, the 
operation had an unusually high 
media profile, which only made sense 
it the purpose was to sensitise the 
people to a war scenario and pump up 
patiiotii scntiinent And secondly, 
there were woirving reports that sol¬ 
diers h,jd been told to conserve equip¬ 
ment Wh\ should the Pakistanis wish 
to do this unless they knew that a wai 
was (usi around the corner ' 


By January IWO, after this govern¬ 
ment took office, the Pakistanis be¬ 
came more open m their suppoii to 
the Kashmiri militants Accordingly, 
the incidence ot terrorism shot up 
Moreovei. Pakistan also began a 
ma|oi diplomatic ot'tensive to try and 
isolate India Saudi Arabia expressed 
Its support loi the Kashmiri militants, 
Iran cancelled .i visit bv Indcr (iupal. 
and even the leaders ot Bangladesh 
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The Cabinet is divided and V. P. Singh has yet to make up his mind 


A s Congressmen never Iiie of 
pointing Old. theie is a certain 
poignancy to the situation that the 
V P Singh goveiiiment finds itself 
in Throughout last year's election 
campaign, it tept saying that it 
wanted bettci iclations with our 
neighbimrs anti would restore 
peace to Puiiiah and Kashmii 
In fact. K.ishmii has got woise. 
Punjab has leinaincd about the 
same and relations with Pakistan 
have piumnuted. Because the 
situation has cauiiht the govern¬ 
ment unawares, its lesptmses have 
sometiiiRs seemed contradictory. 
{“Who aie we to believe ’'' snceis 
foimcr toKicn minister Natwar 
Singh, P Smgh when he says 
he won't talk ti' the Ptikisianis till 
they su»|> iiiieitcrmg m Kashmir or 
Indci (ii.jia! when he goes to New 
York to t.ilk to them’’'') 

At present, the Cabinet is di 
vided on how best to pioceed on 
the issue At one level, there is the 
well-publicised disagreement over 
K.ishrrui A run Nehru, Arif 
■Mohainmail Khan and Mufti 
.Moharnm.id Sayeed all believe that 
tioveiiior Jtigmohan should be 


backed Two months ago, V P 
Singh wondered if a softer 
approach might not yield gicatct 
dividends and appointed Ceorge 
Fernandes minister for Kashmir 
Fernandes' approach differed dras¬ 
tically from Jagmohan’s and last 
week, V P Singh finally gave in lo 
pressure from the Mufti and told 
the minister foi Kashmir not to 
visit Srinagar dunng Id At this. 

1 Fernandes flew into ti lage tinil te- 
portedlv thicatened to icsign 
The same kind ot division into 
hawks and doves persists in the 
regime's approach to Pakistan 
Nehru and Ant believe that India 
should go to war Aiarccent 
Cabinet meeting. Arif was vocal 
] aboul this "Instciid of facing a civil 
j W'ar in Kashmir and Pun tab for five 
I years, it is better to face a full- 
fledged war with Pakistan tor five 
days," he stated While Arif and 
the Mufti are united in their 
approach to the Kashmir problem, 
they disagree on the subject of 
war. The Mufti believes that it is 
not in India's interest to do battle 
with Pakistan. 

He is backed by several other 


Cabinet ministeis Fernandes 
thinks the Mufti is right on Pakis¬ 
tan, but wrong on Kashmir 
Madhu Danefavate is concerned .is 
finance minister, about the ruinous 
effect a w.it would have on the 
economy and Inder Giipal, a great 
believer in compromise and peace¬ 
ful coexistence thinks that the 
situation can be tesolved through 
negotiations Nobody knows quite 
what Devi I al's views on the sub¬ 
ject are, but m his frequent uttci- 
anccs on the topic he has given the 
impics.sion that he doesn’t want 
war either ( I hough evmcs sav this 
has more to do with a dislike ot 
Arun Nehru who is a hawk than 
with any love lor Pakist.in ) 

So tai, neithei Prime Minister 
V P. Singh, who IS also defence 
minister, nor his minister cT state. 
Dr Raja Ramanna, the fathei of 
India’s nuclear deterrent, has ex¬ 
pressed any clear view Dn H) 
April, the Prime Minister inter¬ 
vened in the parliamentary debate 
on defence allocation and told the 
country to be prepared for a w'ar 
with Pakistan, 

Ihe statement created a sensa 
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declared that as their country owed its 
existence to seK-determination, they 
were committed to supporting the 
concept ot self-determination every¬ 
where else 111 the subcontinent 
Things suddenly began to look veiv 
grim 

A ccording to Yaqub Khan, it is In¬ 
dia that IS now creating a wai 
hysteria Such statements outrage the 


turn as the Raja had not presiously 
discussed It with the Cabinet 
(which had met a few days before), 
with the defence secretary oi the 
three chiefs of army staff The ex¬ 
ternal affairs ministry too was 
alarmed because it feared th.it the 
ihetoric would lose India friends m 
the West (it probably did l.on 
don’s The Independeiit, m a leae 
tion typical ol western media cal¬ 
led It an “extiaordm.irily h.iwkish 
harangue”) and leadto the countiy 
being perceived as the .iggiessor in 
the event ol any conflict <i(.tuiilly 
occurring 

V P Singh then apfietired to 
backtrack somewhat three da\s la 
ter when he issued clanfR.Uioiisat a 
meeting ot the .lanatti Dal Pai 
liamentarv Party I le told chief 
ministeis as well, that he had no 
intention of declaring wai when he 
spoke in Parliament 

This conciliatory apptoach then 
became the Government of India s 
official stand Two weeks ago. In 
der Gujral held a press conference 
in London (he was on his way to 
New York to meet Sahib?jda Ya¬ 
qub Khan) lie was asked about 
the possibility of war "A good 
foreign minister never sjreaks ot 
war." he murmured, adding that 
he was hopeful that everything 
could be resolved across the table 

In a week’s time the hawkish 
approach had returned (sec mam 
story). V.P Singh was back to talk¬ 
ing tough and promising to in¬ 
crease the defence budget and 
within the Cabinet, there was an 
increasing recognition of the ical- 
ity that negotiations alone would 
not cause the Pakistanis to back 
down. 

This, of course, does not mean 


that more ministers want w'ar—no 
body is even le.illy sure it the 
Pi line Minister desires wai or 
whethci his statements aie part of 
some subtle stiategy It nieiely 
suggests th.it a hawkish appro,ich 
will now dominate the Indian gov- 
einnienl's lesimnses to Pakistan, 

In all this, V P Singh will keep 
three factors m mind 

• A rmnoiitv government cannot 
survive ,i long diaw n out conflict 
in which it sutlers early leveises 
N'lctoiv (Ol the peticplion of vic¬ 
tory) must be immediate 

• While theie is a growing helief 
that Pakistan needs to be t.iiight a 
lesson. India fias still not been giip- 
ped by l')7l-style wai hysteria If 
tlie cost of a war amounts to 
pushing the economy hack by a 
decade's worth of developmenl, 
then some people might wonder it 
this is an excessive price to pay to 
restore law and order iii Kashmii 

• There is always liie Muslim fac¬ 
tor While in 1%5 and 1971. there 
were no communal ramifications in 
India, the situatiu.i could be very 
di’fercnt in 1990 if Kashmiri Mus¬ 
lims are seen to be suppoiling 
Pakistan Several Muslim .lanata 
Dal MPs have told the Prime 
Minister that the comnmnal situa¬ 
tion in India is too fragile to sur¬ 
vive a war And the Shahi Imam 
has also sent messages to V.P 
Singh advising him to avoid war. 


cial spokesman ‘Tor thiee monihs i 
we were extremelv lesii.nned Bui | 
now, how long can we igaou the pie- j 
vocation ’ It w.is then PM wlie e.imc ; 
to A/.ad Kashnii! .ind sau! '(.ml’ ■ h,i- i 
Uio. jehad laf>uo It vv.i-, she who --.ei u(' i 
a fund and made lax-evtinpi -Iona- , 
lions to It It was Naw.i/ Sh.iiit the | 
CM of their Punf.ib, who se: up ,i i iv.i! j 
fund to‘libet.iie kaslumi l(isl'ikiv-| 
tan that sponsors Amanu!l ih kh.u; .1 | 
ni.iij wanteil bv the ftiiti h lo' Ihe | 
miirdei of an Inifian diploin.it I Ik \ | 
gave him a p.isspoii .md lei fiiui go 10 \ 
Ameriea When the siale depaitnieiU i 
agreed with us iii.it wh.it he r lioing is 
tantamount lo leirorisni .ind e.ineelled 
his visa. It was P.ikistan th.il ('iped up, 
'Oh, he's .m important person, please 
treat him with care' tlow lan they s.iv 
that we are being piovoeative ’" 

The anger is peicepiibic India feels 
that I*akislan is Irving to win a ma|or 
victory without filing a single shot As 
long as it IS the Kastitniii', who engage 
in terrorism and Ihre.iten 10 secede, 
the cost to Pakistan in Icims of lives is 
nil Nor IS tfic enterprise pailiculailv 
expensive And vet. the Pakisianis get 
what thev want Should kashniii 
break away, then they will hav'e .impu- 
tated an integral pait of Indi.i wiihoni 
even having to go to vv.n Aiul should 
the might of the IiKli.in st.iie paeveiit 
the Kashmiris fiom seeecfing, the 
Pakistanis will still have succeeded in 
destabilising India 

“In my opinion,” s.iys Air Com- 
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COVEiIgTOfty 



TIm line of control: cm ahntif; wnsum 

modorc Jasjii Siiigli, “the l^akist.inis 
are perfectly happ\ with a proxy wai 
It IS a low-cosi option They don't 
really want a full-scale war ” 

This IS an opinmn that many in De¬ 
lhi’s decision-niakiiij; circles share and 
it has guided Indian foreign policy 
over the last month. The argument 
runs as follows 

“Pakistan has nothing lt» gam from 
war The best it could do is win more 
territory in Kashmir But it h.is 
already managed to push the Valley to 
the brink of secession without starling 
a war, so this is hardly an appreciable 
gam On the other hand, it has a lot to 
lose Firstly, it can't afford a wai 
Secondly, should things go badl>. then 
Bena/ir is certain to be toppled just as 
Ayub Khan was replaced shortly after 
the 1%S war and Yahya Khan was 
thrown out m 1471 Thirdly, eyen if 
the war is a 19(i5-style stalemate, Be¬ 
nazir would still lose out because any 
militaiy adventuie would necessarily 
inyoKe umientrating more power in 
the hands ot the generals ’’ 

Therefoie, policy-makers belieye, 
the best way to end the proxy war is to 
threaten Pakistan with an all-out war 
Once the Pakistanis ic.ilisc that India 
is not scaled of a tutlit they will hack 
down, 

V P. Singh’s aggicssisc pailiaincn- 
tary intervention on Id Apnl |‘W(i, 
was based on this viesv li w.is w.o 
of telling the Pakistanis that if they 

[ wanted to keep creating tionblc m 

_ 


Kashmn, then they should be read) 
foi a full-scale conliontalion 

H as this approach woi ked'' y cs and 
no An C'ominodoie laspi Singh 
I points out that "(iftci the PM made a 
I sta'cincnt in Parliament .iskmglhc na 
i tioii to be psyi hologicalK picparcd loi 
' war Henazn Bhutto has not made am 
I statement esscpt ‘We slo not want a 
i wai .iiul It IS not m out intcicst' But 
I hefoic th.tl she yvas sciv .legicssivc 
' and spoke ot l.iiinchmg a Ihotis.md 
I year wai 

' On the other hand, the prow wai 
shoyys no signs ol ending and ’latpih 
I Khan's hcha\ionr in Neyy Voik sag 
j gests that Pakistan still intends to m- 
i ternatuMialise the issue and emhariass 
I India So, if V P Smgh hoped that by 
j threatening a war he w'ould stop Be- 
I na/ir tiom talkini; in terms of one, 
I then ht' has been successful But it he 
j thought that the le.ii ol a full-scale 
conflict would make the F’akistanis 
rethink then Kashmir policy, then the 
endeayoui has failed 

Part ot the piohlem is that Pakistan 
regards this as a golden oppoitunity to 
teach India a lesson It perceiycs that a 
faetioii-ridden mmoiily goyeinment 
will be unable to tmietuni eohcsiyely 
oi eyen constiuet an adequate le- 
sponse Hence the nersistent waging 
of the proxy wai 

Some ohscryers belieye that the 
P Singh regime s peitormance has 
prosed the Pakistanis right Says Nat- 


w'.n Singh, whi> w,u nnnistii !tl si.ite 
toi eMeni,il .illaiis in the l,ist C oiigies- 
s( 1) giiyernmenl "dheie i^ .icoinpleU 
j ahsmee ot il.iiity m liuluni louign 
! policy todav Mr \ P Smgh says there 
1 yyill be no talks with PaDst.in .is long 
' .IS they don’t sioji mteifeiing m Pun 
I iab and K.ishmii Mi (iiip.il s.iys no, 

! he IS going to meet them Indi.i is not 
I against talks So yylial cx.ietK is llit 
I Inilian stand ’' 

! Natw.ii Singh's view ,nid th.il ot 
' niiieh ot the Congress! 11 - is that \' P 
i Singh talks tough but fails lo lollow 
; this up with any kind ol .iction (lU 
I jral, on the othei hand is too coiiciii.i- 
toiy ,md consequently, the likes ot 
Y.iqub run eiicles aiound him Says 
Singh “The tact that the toieign 
ministers ot India and Pakistan met in 
New Yoik to discuss Kashmir is itsclt 
I sad We have ne\er diseiisscd this tin 
the 2*1 years since t4fis I ithei K.ish- 
mii is an integial p.nt ot India or it is 
not We maintain ii is Peiiod Why 
don’t we discuss I amil Nadu with Pre- 
madasa otherwise'' C)i '\ssam wiih Ne 
Win''' 

Others deny that the tegime s si.md 
has been contiadictorv or lonfused 
Says the BJP’s Jaswant Smgli a lot 
met service officer ' 1 don t ihink wc 
have a weak goveiimicnt in Delhi at 
all .\nd tor Benazii Bhutto, wlaise 
own internal position is shaky. to be 
commenting on the stability or de¬ 
cisiveness of the present Indian gov¬ 
ernment IS a gross error “ 
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At the Siachen gtecier: hut ttw n-iit n ut hii\ > <■( i,i hcftm 


S o, wh.it happens mvi ’ Will lli>. 

impasse toiitinue oi will il leail to 
war ’ ()ne view is that the longer liitlia 
delays going to wai. the more ii stands 
to leisc It IS now eleai that Pakistan 
will not stop aiding and arming the 
Kashmiri terreirists teg.iidless ol how 
many protest notes Imlia sends It is .is 
cleat that Indi.i is meieasinglv isolated 
mternatioiiallv The Muslim woikl will 
not support India on .in issue lh.it 
involves the right to sell 
determination ol a Muslim m.i|oritv 
state And in most ol the West theie 
IS a growing pereeption ih.il the |ieo 
pie of Kashmir would nuieli i.ithei 
see'cde- and that Indi.i is holiliiie them 
back bv force 

But so fat, the m.i)oriiv in ihe 
('abinet (set hox) is kn peace and 
most politicians believe th.il India will 
stop short of aetuallv seiulinc in the 
tanks “There will tu'l be a wai.' 
asserts Natwar .Smgh "Ihe inteiiui- 
tional diplomatic p.inorama is such 
that it will look vcrv pciuliar. with the 
rest ol the woild laving dowm aims ,ind 
trying to avoid contronl.itioti, that out 
two countries should decKle to go tvi 
war Secondly, the US .md the USSR 
are now improving lelatioiis They 
would want to avoid taking sides in .1 
war It a discussion took place in the 
Security C'ouncil tlic Soviets would 
have to back us and the Americans 
would have to back Pakistan " 

Certainly, the internation.il scene 
has changed dramatically in the last 


two ve.irs The Russians m the iiosi- | 
■Mghanistan cia ate trying to improve ■ 
relations with Pakistan ,mel icgaid In- 1 
dia as less ccutMl to then vviuld view | 
And the Amerieans aie moving .ivvav j 
fiom the ['Io-Pakistan p.ietiirc Ihcv 
were foiced to adopt while the Soviets j 
were 111 Alghanisi.m (. oiiseL|uentiv ! 
the Hush .idnmiisii.iiion listened to I 
V’aqiib l.ist week in New Skiik .md | 
Washington but it did no; cncour.ige 
him The US made it ek-.ii tli.ii ii 
vvouk! not be .1 thiul pa.’ly in tuc kind 
of settlement mooU'el b\ tiu P.ikist.i- 


Beiiazir Bhutto: an anf;r\ vmim’ Manan 



nis and commended the Shimla j 
Agreement .is a means ot tesolving 
bilatcial disputes In etteil, this sug¬ 
gested that thev accepted India's stand 
that the UN usolulion catling foi an 
internationalIv supervised plebiscite 
was now irrelevant and that the hi- 
lateral framework ot the Sliiml.i agice¬ 
ment had replaced n 

E verybody accepts thai i w.ii could 
break out neveitiiekss without 
either side aetuallv w.mtiiiL' one " I he 
possibility ol wai cmsIs prim.it iIv be- ; 
cause ol two fatlors saw ikc BIPs | 
Jaswaiit Singh Ihe tiist is die iiikc- ; 
lent autonomy th.ii evciils have ovci | 
human beings Pakist.in s aim is u i 
manage a lovv-levc! insuigenev in 'in j 
Valiev ol Kashmir lo e.iuse gie.r 01 • i 
eomfituie to India And il Iruii.'i is i 
unable to lesolve thi issue mteni.tlli, 
then possiblv to adneve the .urn wi'li ' 
out using (he amiv I hi d.ingei is thra i 
an insuivenc'v gatheis its own iiiomin- 
tum and e.in never realiv be m.'inaeed 
‘ I lic'icin lies die tiisl daiigei lou 
Imiies l.iswant Singh, "ol Ikikist.in s 
c.ileiilations eoiiig .iwi valid tilings get 
Img out ol hand Tke second d.mgci e. [ 
it India m.inaecs 10 control the !,ivv | 
,ind ordci silii.ition Pakistan will then | 
get desperate .md could i^.nt in .111 j 
irrational m.tiinei ' I 

It is the second d.iimei Ih.i' wi.iiiis . 
niaiiv [ieoi>lc S.ivs /\ii i oiiiniodoic 
lasiit Singli ' I 01 the Lisi tliiec \\i i ks | 
the P.ikist.ini (ipp. isiu.iti I > not etiln I. I 
inu die govc'iiimctit Hut sup;iose vv j 
m.m.igi to gil ihuiL'- I'.i.k ' • I'oim.il 
then till (ippo'dion will i.iki up ihi ! 
issue ag.un ,uid pul die giivc 1 luneiil on 
tin ikletisive 1 l.i e u win !'■ kneed to j 
do siinic'tlirii.' ' 

In su'.li ,1 siiu.idoi. iht Irimc.d I 
.ippio.iih loi ,1 I'l, lli!,'i 11 i.i Hen.u'ir | 
Would be to pul pr, ssuie on tlie Ime ol ‘ 
.lelu.il soiitioi In its u cent si.itc- j 
mciils Pakist.in h.is iinlic.ited tli.it it | 
does not iciMid the Sliinila Amec ! 
meni Isutncd In Beii.i/ii s kithei) as j 
biiuliiig in ,tll ii.pcils Insle.id, it 1 
keeps eomg b.iek to :tii- oiigm.il UN | 
resolution lit.a ct.lled lot a plebiscite : 
This means tii.il the liiii ol .Klu'd con- i 
liol which liolii lountiic's have lecog I 
nised ,is the horde 1 smie ld 72 is now | 
icitaided as lust .mother .iil'itiaiv div\- j 
Sion on ,1 map I’.ikisian ioukl llieie ! 
h'Tc m.iki incursions p.ist this Ime I 
and ioiic Indi.i into ,1 position win le it 1 
h.is to Ie.K 1 I 

Alletn.itiveh the pressure could ; 
come fiom the Indian side So l.u, 
contrary lo Pakist.in’s clainis, there 
h.is been little wai hvsten.i m India 
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M ost Indian ptditica! debate on While only a war can settle the however, believes that Pakistan’s 

the current crisis in India- dispute ovci the strength of each recent shopping sprees have given 

Pakistan relations is guided b\ one country’s armed forces, cettain it the edge in terms of sophisticated 

central assumption' if there was a facts are self-evident. weaponry but argues, neverthe- 

war, India would win Pakist.in less, that this edge is not enough to 

knows this, goes the nigunient, so • India has a marginal superiority till the balance in an armed con- 

it will fight shy of an actual cnntliet over Pakistan in dcplovablc foices, fliet 

and prefer a proxy war, ihai is, it But it is misleading to talk in terms Certainly. Pakistan’s equipment 

will finance terrorist .ind sepal adst of numbers Explains Air Com- has some drawbacks compared to 

outfits, modore Jasjit Singh of the Institute Imlia's For instance, it has tested 

But IS it really fair to assume that of Defence Studies and Analvsis: its first set of surface-to-surface 

India is ccitain to win any war? “India really has to maintain three missiles and not found them parti- 

Pakistan follows a dual policy different types of armies One tor cularly accurate On the other 

with regard to ihis question. At the plains ol Punpib and the desert hand, India has not only success- 

international foia and in the west- of Rajasthan, one tor the Hima- fully tested its own but the fiisr 

ern media, it portiays itself as a layas and one foi 'lie jungles ol the deployments ot the Pnthvi missile 

small neighbour terrorised by a east. Neither of the three airnies is may come about by the time war 

regional superpowei (read- 'bully- switchable " breaks out (But if the Chinese sell 

boy’). Its only quarrel with India, it Therefore, while ii is true to sav the Pakistani M-y surtaee-to- 

says, relates to the Muslim- that India could withdraw .iny ot surtace missiles, then this advan- 

majority state of Kashmir whose the 11 mountain divisions deployed tage could disappear ) However, 

people would quite happily secede in the Himalayas iii the event ot a the Agm missile, which could have 

if the Indian armed forces let them wai because the C'hmcse would not given India a dear edge, has been 

Within Pakistan, however, the be a factor in the conflict, the point pie victim of blocked devclop- 

government adopts a very different is that the mountain divisions do ineiit 

policy. It talks ot “icliacl", of re- not have the equipment to fight in [ veil with deep penetration aii- 

venge lor the Wl\ defeat and of the plains eiaft (such asihe l-Kd.the Pakista- 

the ability ot the Pakistani army to Pakistan has two fionts to guard. m advantage may well be illusory 

crush the Indians any time it so with India and with Afghanistan, Hiough such planes have an ex- 

dcsircs. L.ist year, Zarb-e-Momm, But tirstiv. it is easier to switch tended range, India is so laige that 

a militaiy exercise, was given an armies between the two bordeis mans major targets arc loo far oft 

exliaordinarily high media profile and secondiv. it has reduced its Because ot Pakistan's relatively 

and the articles all emphasised the deployment vis a vis Afghanistan small size, however, Indian airciaft 

Pakistani army’s superiority. after the Soviet withdrawal can reach many major targets 

So. the certainty ot victory is an • Both sides have siatc-ot-the-art 

assumption that both sides make equipment The Indian .Army, • While the hawks in Delhi talk m 













terms of a “five day war rather 
than a five year period of terror¬ 
ism’’. most military experts regard 
ft as extremely unlikely that It will 
be all over in under a week They 
consider it likely that in the early 
stages, Pakistan might even have 
some successes Says Lt Gen Jag- 
|it Singh Aurora (Retd), the victor 
of Bangladesh. “Regardless of 
whether in the initial stages we 
have a success or a reverse—and 
we must be prepared to lace a 
reverse—the government must be 
detei mined to fight till the Pakista¬ 
nis are on their knees " 

A long drawn out war is an 
advantage and a disadvantage. 
Says General Aurora "Our size, 
our industrial base, our manpower 
and even material resources arc 
much bigger '' But. as Air Com¬ 
modore Jaspt Singh warns, this 
could be a disadvantage as well. 
"We must remember that the Indi¬ 
ans are a little weak in their staying 
power This is something the other 
side will count on Indians will 
finally start disagreeing with each 
other as to how to handle the 
situation. It IS our staying power 
that will matter " 

• In 19n.‘' Pakistani regulars m 
mutti and locals from Pakistan 
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Total 

Deployable 
against Pakistan 

Total 

Deployable 
against India 

ARMY 

Corps 

10 

7 

9 

8 

Infantry divisions 

31 

18 

18 

16 


Armoured divisions 


Mechanised divisions 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Independent brigades 

17 

10 

14 

10 

Tanks 

2,600 

2,300 

?,300 

2,100 

AIR FORCE 

Combat Squadrons 

37 

25 

24 

21 

Combat aircraft 

700 

— 

400 

— 

NAVY 

(nnia)or ships) 

Aircraft carriers 

2 

1 

_ 

—— 

Submarines 

15 

15 

6 

6 

Destroyers 

5 

5 

8 

8 

Frigates 

11 

11 

10 

10 


(Source Institute of Defence Studies and Arialysis) 


Occupied Kashmir (POK or Azad 
Kashmir as the other side calls it) 
crossed over the border The inten¬ 
tion was to foment disturbances 
before the army launched a full- 
scale war 

The strategy backfired. The 
Kashmiri people nabbed the infil¬ 
trators and handed them over to 
the local police. By the time that 
war broke out. the population of 
Kashmir had more than adequately 
demonstrated its preference for 
India 

Would that happen in ,1990'' 

In the final analysis this could be 
Pakistan’s trump caid Already, 
the Pakistanis are saying that the 
parallel is not with 1%5 but with 
1971 That was when the Indian 
Army counted on the support of 
the people of East Pakistan to 
create Bangladesh. 

Off the iccord Indian military 
sources concede that this will be a 
major problem but argue that they 
can cope with it. After all. they 
say. the war will not be restricted to 
Kashmir alone. India could easily 
move into Lahore (in 1965, the 
aimy nearly got there) and create 
problems in one of Pakistan’s most 
important cities. That, they be¬ 
lieve. would traumatise Pakistan 
enough to outweigh any benefits 
that It might receive from the 
support of the Kashmiri people. 


But that could change radic.iliv d 
there were a few mure dramatK tei- 
rorist strikes Then, to dernonsiratc to 
the country that it was still in chatgc, 
the V P Singh govcrnineril could 
order the army to enter Pakist.iiii ferri- 
tory and demolish iciionsi-traming 
camps (the option it refused to rule 
out last week) Paced with such opera¬ 
tions, Pakistan would h.nc to respond 
and war could well be the conseiju- 
ence 

A s the week ended. .New Delhi w,is 
still talking lough .md the mood 
in the C’.ibincl w.is lurdeniug The 
Kashmii situation appeared to go 
from bad to worse as the two ministers 
who shared resjionsibility for the state 
(Cieorge Fernandes and home minis¬ 
ter Mufti Mohammad Savi’ed) squab¬ 
bled India’s diplomatic initiative had 
failed aftei Yaqub’’- outbuists in 
America Pakistan’s appeal to the Un¬ 
ited States to not depott JKIJ terror¬ 
ist Amanullah Kiiaii suggested that it 
saw no need to be co\ about its sup¬ 
port to Kashmiii militants. 

V P Singb continued to rage and 
the foreign ministry blustered But 
there was no getting away from one 
fact It looked as though Pakistan was 
winning the proxy war 
Could India reverse that trend with¬ 
out re.sorting to a full-scale war’’ No¬ 
body was certain any longer • 

NIrmal Mltn with Rajiv Shukla/Naw 
Delhi 
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Ihe'f 

iinu’ t(i c \iili 
l!l Ihl.' V|( I(I[\ 
s.IV (Mil lh( 

linini|)h I'.isk 
in the fiKm of i.'(H>(iwi|| 

•mtl .iiipuitiatioii Nil 
xoonei l),nt K I’ Mli.ii- 
t.irai's eduiKil cl niiiiiv- 
tc^^ been swoin iii en I'* 

Apiii, Katlinuiiutii w.is 
allame vet .leain I mi 
I’ rmie Minisu i i^li.iii.ii- 
.11----wiiiise i:i" Liiiirant 
was ludeK sti.iken 't\ .1 
pdliee revolt and a loiii 
plete vollapse o! !Ik I.iw .iikI ooiei 
svstern- It w.is .1 lestnit’, h.iptisiii h\ 
file 1 01 a while il .ippi.iiecl .is il his 
j!0',einnient wchiU he iinahk to ile- 
ins',' llie situation .mil tli.it Nepal s 
ti.iiisilum to .1 tullv -lleilgeii (lemon.lev 
was III danger ol (loundering 

ilovvevei, .it (In- end ot last week, 
111 . imilli p.iiiMst uoveinmeni ol the 
Nep.ili ( ('iigiess ,md the I'nited I ett 
1 loni h.' ! estahlisiied .1 modinini ol 
ii'iiliol the poliie who st.ived oH 
dtil( |oi .. whole thiee d.ivs vveie hack 
.It woik llie V lolenee - vvhieh lelt siv 
polisenmi .iiid .ilioiit Ivviee ,ts mtmv 
eiviluiie. de.id h.ul sulistded And 
allh.Higli ill,' k.itliiiiandii v.illev eon 
tinned 'o hi pi,111 (I niiilei .1 dusk to 
dawn iiiilew tlun w[i\ the leeiinu 
th.it .1 liegue o! noiin.ikv .mil pe.iee 
had been icstoied ,\,iiil Bli.itt.ii,n to 
St'\'iv-vv "\\i in,IV noi li.ive lit won 
met the poliei ^('inpkielv !nii we .ire 
happy about the speed with win. h the 
situation was ilehiM-d “ 


MUTINY 


A police revolt threatens Nepal's new 
(Icnioeratie i^overnment 


the same time, the peo¬ 
ple's suspicions about 
the poliee—who are le 
garded as pro-pa/ii lui 
and soft on the num- 
(ialuy s-- h .11 d e n e d 
There was the leeling 
that the loice would not 
intervene to resist the 
inanduldY'i il thev chose 
to go on the rampage 


I Al'liougli lew lould hiive loreseen | 
I thill Uli.iti.ir.ii s goveinmeiit would 
I h.ivi to de.il with a crisis of such 
I dimensions so soon, there weie omi- 
, mnis signals even hclore he was svvoin 
I in On lo ‘Xinil the da\ that the then 
I I'lime Ministei M.trieh M.in Singh 
[ Shiestha submitted his lesigri.ition and 
I King Hirenili.t dissolved the Rashtriva 
I l‘.mih.ivat (01 I’.irli.imeni) some OIK) 

! hills weie set alight in P.itan, the town 
i that .idioms K.ilhinandu The people 
' weie eonvmeed that tins vv.is the work 
lit the feared anti hated nuirulaluvs— 
Neptil s ei)iii\.ilent ol i>()onilu\. who 
()|ierate with tfie p.itionage of the 
/ifliii /no (Ol /latn hii\cl! membeis) 

Idunng the ne\i twii davs there was 
evin more trouble As those who lost 
lilt'll lulls gher.toetl the zonal eommis- 
sionei s oltiie (whiih was later huini 
down) tumours heg.in m.iking the 
lounds m Kathmandu that the incin- 
iluhiv\ weie planning a m.uor oflen- 
sive to destabilise Ihe government Al 


But II w.is onlv .dtei 
the Bh.utaiai ministry 
W.IS sworn in on Ih 
,\|iiil that things really 
look a turn foi the woise 
On 20 April, a numbei ol shops were 
looted in the Kathmandu vallev, shop- 
keepeis be.lien up and manv houses 
Iniint \ .iiituis people reported having 
leeeivetl thieatening messages a*- 
aimetl /nandiilavs took to the streets 
The day after the .Nepali Congre"' 
seiretai v-general Ci.P Koiial.i, 
tippealed to the people to foim ‘vigi- 
Idiiic groups to I heck the anti-Mieial 
.letivities ol the leaelionary foiees " 
"Bv then," says a diplomat, “the wind 
'maiulahi\' was on everyone's lips and 
the battle lines were drawn ” 

As dusk tell, gioups ot vigilantes 
aimed with sticks and bicycle eh.uns 
had g.ithered in virtually eveiv corner 
ol the eitv The people were told to 
keep the lights m their houses on m 
Older to stave oft a possinle mcinduluv 
attack under the cover of darkness 
WhicTes weic slopped, people sear¬ 
ched and questioned and mandulav 
suspects beaten up By the 22 nd, 
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Kathm.mdii had pone berserk Three I 
mandalavs were clubbed to death in I 
the l.azimpet area and'-althouph firm j 
estiniatts are unavailable—many) 
others ptohably met a simila" fate At j 
least SIX policemen were beaten to 
death, and the coipses ol two were 
■paiaded' ihtough the city's streets 
Although the Nepali Congress and 
the CL I sugpest that the policemen 
weie killed because they were mis- 
l.iken for niunJaltiVi in uniform there 
IS no piool ol this It IS just as possible 
that tile unfortunate cops were victims 
of a people upset ovci the police 
foice's leluctanee to clamp down on 
the ituirulaittvs 

Soon, anprv policemen 'letahated' 
bv spiavinp bullets into the ciowd, 
killing seven iniiocent people, includ¬ 
ing a nine-veai-old girl, and mpiring 
aiiproMinately 7(1 B\ the time curfew 
was imposed, on the evening of the 
27id, the Kathmandu valley w.is 
already a bleeding mess Police jeeps, 
buses and other vehicles had been 
burnt, houses set on fire and piopertv 
dain.iged 

I f the government was able to lestorc 
some semblance of notmalcy to 
such an explosive situation it was 
partly due to ifhattarai s clever stra 
tagern Dunng an audience with King 
Biiendra on the evening of the Z.'^rtl. 
the Prime Minister told the monaich 
flatly that it was impossible to con¬ 
tinue m office as he was not cooperat¬ 
ing with the government Bhattarai 
threatened to quit unless the King— 
whose silence was interpreted as tacit 


former home minister 
Jog Mehar Shrestha and 
Navraj Subedhi issued 
statements calling for 
peace and expressing 
support for the multi¬ 
party system. All m all. 
the pressure that the 
government put on the 
King seemed to have 
?seived to coopt the 
i bureaucracy and take 
T.the sting riut of its poli- 
|tical opponents j 


I In retrospect, it 
appears as d the Nepali 
Congress and the LILF 
iUMdateystied upaHer were lar-sighied in invit- 

IwIngbMtonbylocalB: "ig ‘he King to nomin- 

uncontrolled anger; and ate two of his repre- 

G.P. Kolralaicatifor sentalives to .he 

aeH-defence Cabinet (They would 

-- have preferiecl it i) Bir- 

endra presided over the 

support to the panchas and their ministry himself but he declined ) Lor 
henchmen--came down firmlv on his one, the King is all the more honour- 



side He submitted a list of people— 
policemen panchas and hureaue- 
lats—who were suspected of orches¬ 
trating the violence and demanded 
thal they be sacked Birendra was 
reluctant to comply but promised to 
ask the chiefs ot the army, police and 
intelligence to cooperate with the new 
governmeiit "1 will ask ihem to attend 
youi Cabinet meetings," he is said to 
have piomised 

Apparently, this wasn't enough On 
the iollowing day, Bhattarai met the 
King again and this tune persuaded 
him to go public with his suppi'ri In 
his royal proclamation. King Birendra 
appealed to the people to stand bv the 
goveinincnt and work towards streng- 
thcniiii’ the multi-partv system 

Although the police look out a 
piocession (durme which they swore 
to avenge the killings and raised slo¬ 
gans sueh as “Death to ihe 
home minisieC) and 
staved awav from wois 
tin three d.ivs. King 
Birendrti's mteivention The siti 

had had its elteel [he Nenal 

aimv took 1" keeping Piepai 

the pcMce on the streets makinj 
111 earnest the jK'liee Unfiv 

giadualiy ieluine<t to . 

duty and Iheie were no reVOlUl 
incidents ot nuinduhn- it would 
perpetrated violence Wftll 1 

Signilicanily. senior . 

panchii leaders such as fini 

former communications 
minister Kamal Thapu. ■■■■ 


bound to defend his government as he 
has his own men in it (Says a eoni- 
munist leader- “By nominating his 
people, he has become a party to ail 
that happens—if you like, a member 
of out side.”) For another, the King’s 
decision has alienated the paruhas, 
who feel that the monaich has let 
them down (“They were banking on 
the monarch being alool, feigning a 
posture of ncutiahty And they think 
they have been let down,” says a 
Nepali Congressman ) 

W hatever the truth, at the end of 
last week, Bhatiar.ii's govern- 
j ment was able to turn its attention to 
j issues other than law and order An 
(itficial statement released hy the 
Nepali ( ongtess spelt out--though in 
the barest ol detail -the party’s line 
on toieian policv Friendship with 

both IIS neighhouis, China and India, 
ttie statement said, was 
a priority, though 
geography and other 

The situation in considerations meant 

I ne Siluaiion in tor^,,ng ^ closer rela 

Nepal has the tionship with India 

makings of an Bhattarai and the 

unfinished ^“p- 

, . mm reme leader, Oanesh 

revolution! And Man Smgh, called for 

it would do India '"^''^oiation o 1 the 

uiAlltnhAln 

weilioneip prevailed m March 

finish it 19H9—that IS, betoic the 

India-Nepal trade .and 
■■■■■■ transit treaties lapsed 
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are closest to India'’ 


Nepal’s Prime Minister K.P. Bhattarai on his government's agenda 


StiNHAv: What is your govtrn- 
ment’s first priority? 

Krishna Prasad Bhattarai: I'ht- 
first priority has now become law 
and Older The second is the set¬ 
ting up of the Constitutional (Re- 
lotms) Commission and after that 
the creation of a (new) C'onsiitu- 
lion. 

The problems with law and 
order is a passing phenomenon 
And I am sure it will subside As 
you know, most of lUc patuhayiit 

people have now so--- 

nte out 111 favoui o( 
the multi-party system 

Q: So you don't sec the 
threat from the panchas 
and their mandala\ 
frieiid.s as a serious one? 

A: Well, of course, it is a 
threat. Othetwise we 
wouldn't have imposed 
c uIf c w s and they 
wouldn't have remained 
in force tor so long But 
the situation is not as se¬ 
rious as It was when the 
police were agitating, * 
shouting.. S 

M 

Q; When will the C'onsti- « 
tutioiial ('ommission be p 
set up? Has an agree- r 
ment been reached aiiout ^ 


the direct leadership of a certain 
section of the people, the panchas 
I have also had long talks with 
His Majesty about the coordina¬ 
tion committee which the Queen 
heads. As you know, it is a big 
organisation and has been coordi¬ 
nating the activities of different so¬ 
cial organisations in the country. 1 
think the-y have done a good job 
The King has told me that he 
doesn’t want his wife to be in¬ 
volved in all this And he has asked 



its composition? 


H.P. Bhattarai: trusts the King 


A: It will b<- set up soon As for 
who It will eompiise of, it has not 
been decided \et The King says he 
has got to take the advice of consti¬ 
tutional experts and certain consti¬ 
tutional bodies such as the judici¬ 
ary and the Raj S.ibha He has said 
that alter seeking then advice, 
then we t.m go ahead 

Hut the names ol the Commis¬ 
sion's niembeis will he announced 
by tlu Kill!' 

Q: And its i cconimendations will 
have to l*c placed before the King 
for his consideration and accept¬ 
ance. 

A: (>f course And I think they will 
be accepted The Kmc has said 
that he IS no longci interested in 


me to find a suitable alternative so 
that she can leave 

Q: Are you sure that King Birendra 
will accept the role of a constitu¬ 
tional monarch, if this is taken to 
mean many privileges but no 
power? 

A: I think yes. 

Q: But are you ‘sure yes’? 

A: Yes, 1 am sure 1 am sure thai 
the King has reached this conclu- 
-sion That is why he called me to 
head the government He has 
known me tor a long time and I am 
sure he knew I would not have 
done so unless he was willing to 
accept the idea of a constitutional 
monarchy. But we must under¬ 


stand that as far as the Nepalese 
King is concerned, his role is not 
-strictly constitutional as in a west¬ 
ern democracy wheic there is a 
monarchy 

Q: In other words. King Birendra 
may play a larger rule than say the 
Queen of Britain? 

A: Yes, definitely 

Q: You are prepared to allow him 
to ei^joy more power? 

-A: No, more responsi¬ 
bility Remember, that 
Nepal IS something of an 
anthropological 
museum and the Ring is 
a binding lorce on the 
vaiious ethnic groups. 
One example of how 
this icsponsibility may 
work IS like this. We 
(the government) may 
request the King, if we 
think It is necessary, to 
talk to the leader of a 
(disgruntled) ethnic 
gioup and assure him 
that in)ustice will not be 
done 


Q: Have the problems 
with the police been re- 
solved? Have you won 
them over completely? 

A: No, not eompletelv But it (the 
problem) has been defused very 
quickly and I am satisfied with the 
speed at which this has happened 

Q; Would this problem have taken 
much lunger to tide over if you 
hadn't threatened to resign when 
you met the King? 

A: iLunphs) Well, everyone has a 
tiump card oi two up his sleeve. 

Q: Is it true that you demanded, 
during your audience with the 
King, that a number of people, in¬ 
cluding the police, army and intelli¬ 
gence chiefs, be arrested? 

A: No, this IS all ktte-flying. I only 
said that some officials should be 
filed in general. 
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Q; You didn’t name anybody? 

A: No. I only said that those offi¬ 
cials responsible for the crimes, the 
torture, etc should be filed, 

Q; A few questions on India-Nepal 
relations. You have called for the 
restoration of the status quo ante 
which prevailed in March 1989, 
that is. before the trade and transit 
treaties lapsed. Have you received 
any response IVoin India to this? 

A: The foreign otiice spokesman in 
New Delhi has said that thcv wel¬ 
comed oil! statement But, as sou 
know, he also said that this (the 
questions about trade and tiansit) 
should he looked at as part of the 

whole pioblcm—that is.- 

part of all the problems 
pending between India 
and Nepal. 

^ Q: In other words, the 
only res|Minse has been a 
reiteration of the posi- » <91 n 
tion that India adopted ^ 
with the previous gov- 
ernment. 

A: Yes i 


needs updating, of course To take 
into account the new context. Af¬ 
ter all. It was signed with the Rana 
government so many years ago 

Q: But in what specific manner 
docs it need updating? 

A: I haven’t studied this matter 
thoroughly. But the present situa¬ 
tion IS hurting us very much It is 
hutting India too but it is hurting 
us more. 

W-* want friendship with all 
countnes, more so with our tw'o 
neighbours With ( hina, wc have a 
veiy cordial relationship, hut with 
India we would like to make it 




f(“ ,i* .4 , 


life. 


Q: New Delhi couldn't 
have been too happy 
with your remark that 
the 1950 India-Nepal - 
treaty needs to be re- f 
vised. Whv does it | 

revision? Illillil 

A: Well, by sheer time 

alone l.ook 1 don’t 5 *^ T 

waiil the reciprocal fea-||^' .'v ^ 

tures-for instance, the^' • 

equal treatment of each other's 
nationals in each othet's coun¬ 
tries^—to go Altei ail. we are ser\ 
giateful to India Lots of Nepalese 
people woik there—m the police, 
army, etc —and the monev thev 
send home is a great source of in¬ 
come to our people 

So, theie is no (]ueslion of clis 
mantling the treaty And there is 
no question of our not being 
obliged to the fiovernmcnt of In¬ 
dia. What I think is that we can 
take a look at the tieaty once 
again 

Q: But this is a very vague sugges¬ 
tion. In what respects is the treaty 
outdated? 

A: It IS not completely outdated It 


' 'lir ifi is le 
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Th« Singha Durbar secretariat; 
the seat of power? 


more close We are elosei lo India 
than .my other country in the 
world 

Q; Are yon worried by the fact that 
entering into a ‘voniprehcnsive’ 
agreement with India—that is, one 
which lakes into consideration its 
security concerns—could lead to 
tensions between you and vmir lii.l- 
partners? As you know, many par¬ 
ties in the front arc opposed to any¬ 
thing which accommodates India's 
security concerns, 

A: No They are also aware of the 
piesenl realities and they have 
been eoopciatin'i veiy well with us 


(New Delhi refused to extend them 
after ditlerenecs with the King on 
matters conccimng security ) 

India, while welcoming the call foi 
the restoiation of the status qua ante, 
has said that the problems over trade 
and transit must not be dealt with 
sepaiately but rather as a part of the 
whole India-Nepal relationship In 
effect, this IS a rciteiaiiori of the 
position It has rnaintamed ovc-r the last 
year that ditlerenecs must be sorted 
out bv a ‘comprelicrisice tieaty’ | 
.Shorn of diplomatu tmesse, what tins ' 
means is that India wants to extend ; 
concessions to Nepal otilv in return i 
for guarantees rel.iting to its •.ccuiity, 

I Ins IS a stance that pviis illi.iltarai 
.iml his paitv in sometliine oi spot as 
his communist partners in gover”- 
ment---espeeialK the pio C him. 
ones - ,11 e extremely allergic to . 
aiiangcmeiit which aceo'innoilates In¬ 
dia's security concerns As lor liidi.i It 

appears sensitive to the risk in iiisliing 
ahead with an agreement As Ihings 
stand ri'iw. the King is still (onstiiu- 
tion.ilU supreme and can decisively 
intervene in Nepal s politics it he 
wants to .So, n is likely that 
New Delhi will prclei to wail until the 
mulli-partyists aie iiolitieally coiiioli- 
dated 

All the same, New Delhi may be 
constrained to ei'iicedc something K' 
the piesent govemment The iisks of 
appearing unaccommodating .ire |ust 
as great Apait Irom euMting the 
impiession th.it India doesn t wire one 
wav 01 the other about the polilieal 
changes m Nepal it is Itkc v to alienate 
the democraiii tones (fne wav out of 
this would be lor Indi.i to m.ike 
gestures whieh do not involve reaching 
an agieernent on tr.ide and transit 
These could t.ikt m.inv forms un¬ 
ilaterally agieeing to open up .1 few 
more transit points piovidmg more 
•lid as monev 01 pro|eets, supplying 
lommodmes that .lie not ei'vcrcd 
uiulei the ti.ide tre.itv .dtci levying a 
kiwer l.iritl 

U Ink’ such steps may not clr.istically 
impiove the lot 01 the ailing Nepalese 
economy they will sign.ti support for 
the piesent political order. And Bhat- 
taiai's inimstrv needs all the support it 
can get .it the moment It there was a 
lesson in ihe events last week, it is that 
the danger to the democratic forces 
hasn't completely receded Although 
they occupy government, the situation 
in Nepal has the makings of an un¬ 
finished revolution And rt would do 
India well to help finish it • 
Mukund Padmanabhan/HiMimandu 
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MANI-TALK 



MANI SHANKAR AIYAR _ 

The drift in Assam 


The National Front has substituted unity in diversity by a 


coalition of disparates 



Devi Lai: What is the logu behind mkmg a man to control tnsurgencv in the north-east 
when he is responsible for stoking it in his son's constituency'^ 


They have ific 
Tdu in charge ol 
the north-east 
Now, that would 
be most reas'^ur- 
ing if they’ve done 
It tieidusc he is 
the -Second Most 
important Person 
in the country 
but that could 
hardly be the reason as they spend all 
their time bad-niouthing him and 
praying he’ll come a cropper in 
Meham, Part II 

So, what IS the logic behind asking a 
man who thinks all C hristians should 
be returned to Italy to take charge of 
an area where thiee of the most fragile 
states of our Union are almost entirely 
Chiistian ' Oi asking a man who 
thinks foreign policy means good 
ncighhoiirliness between Jats and 
Yadavs to take control of some of our 
most .sensitive border areas’’ Or to put 
in chaige ol contiolling insurgency the 
man most lesponsible foi stoking it in 
his son s constituency’’ 

1 rhink we now have the answer 
Our deputy prime minister, in his 
part-time role as agriculture minister, 
liad received an invitation to visit 
Beping So. the shrewd V’ P Singh 
decided that il he sent his upa pradhan 
niantri on an extensive tour of the 
luulh-east, the 'lau, when he arrived 
in China, would not be too startled to 
discovei that the locals do not look 
like Ilaryarivis' 

Ol. perh.ips, it is that they’ve been 
too mtluenced by the Mahabharat, 
where it says in the Sabhaparvam (26, 
.^2) that II lell to the massive Bhima 
(and, foi sheer ruggedness of ex- 
terioi -and bluff ness of inlerioi—who 
but the Tau c.in match Bhima’) to 
conejuer the seven Rirala Kingdoms of 
the noith-east (i e , Assam, Megha¬ 
laya, Arunacha! Pi,idesh, Nagaland, 
Manipui, Mi/orani .utcl Tripura what 
millennial prescieiue') 

"Vaidehasthas in Kuioifes'ii Indra 
parvatam iintikat 

Kiratadhipatin supUi vijusat latra 
Pandtnah " 


(Then the Pandava hero, son of Kunti. 
went to the Vaicleha lands that run 
along the mountains of Indra and 
there worsted the seven Kirata king¬ 
doms) So watch out, my north¬ 
eastern triends The lirst Bhima came 
fiom close to Meham. The second has 
now gone to ('hina to pick up a bit of 
Kung-fu' 

The sheer insensitivity of casting the 
Tau as the Bruce Lee of the Brahma¬ 
putra IS matched only by the games 
they’ve been playing with the post of 
Governor in an area where a Gov¬ 
ernors I ole IS infinitely more impor¬ 
tant than putting certified communal- 
ists into the Patna Raj Bhavan 

O f all the contemporary Icadets of 
the north-east, none is more uni¬ 
versally respected, nor acknowledged 
as a greater pioneering nationalist. 


than the veteran C.'apt Williamson 
Sangma He was named as Governor 
ol Mizoram when he gracefully retired 
after a distinguished political career 
spanning all the decades from the 
birth of East Pakistan (which made 
the Garo, Khasi and Jainlia Hills, now 
Meghalaya—of which he was a leading 
light—the first bastion of our de¬ 
fences) to the last Assembly elections 
in Meghalaya The NF government 
turfed out Williamson Sangma and 
brought in his place a Haryanvi lawyer 
(a kind of advance guard of Bhima the 
Second) whose main claim to tame is 
that he was the defence counsel of 
Laldenga. then leader of the Mizo 
insurgency, now leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion and Father Confessor to Simran- 
jeet Singh Mann Nothing could have 
been more craftily designed to signal 
Lalthanhawla, the Congress chief 
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ministei of the state, that hi.s days are 
numbered, notwithstanding Lalth- 
* anhdwia'.s enormous patriotic sacrifice 

' in having voluntarily stepped down 

j from the chief ministership of the state 
in 1980 to facilitate the accommoda¬ 
tion of the erstwhile insutgents in the 
democratic process in terms of the 
Laldenga-Pradhan Accord 

Which brings us. of 
couise. to Pradhan himself 
R !) Pradhan was one of 
the most outstanding home 
sccrelaiies the lA.S has pro¬ 
duced lie paved the way 
tor the negotiations with 
Sant LongowdI and then 
stepped aside when Arjiin 
Singh was appointed Gov¬ 
ernor of Pun)ab. so as to 
conientiate on Assam 
More than any other single 
individual (Ra|iv Gandhi 
excepted) it was Pradhan 
who brought to an end the 
agitation in .Assam, which 
(like the tioubles in Piin- 
|ab) had started—and it is 
r/u'. that IS significant 
when the last l.mata g(.)\ 
cinment was in office 
(What horrors docs the 
[irescnt one have in store 
for us ’ Give them a ch.ince, 
buddv tliev've had only 
I.SO d.ivs to niakc a mess of 
everv problem the\ inher¬ 
ited from the past The 
poor chaps need .1 few days 
more to notch up a few 
biaiul new crises of their 
own - and God knows 
thev're trying their best to 
mutch the Morarji-Chanin Singh re¬ 
cord') Pradhan followed up the Assam 
Accotd with the Mi/o Accord and 
then guided Muoiam and Arunachal 
to full statehood I'here could have 
been no better choice loi the Ra| 
Bhavan m Itanagar (that's in Arii- 
nachal, Tauji, not a village somewhere 
off the Rohtak-Karnal Road) Nor 
could theie have been a greater expert 
on Assam for the successor govern¬ 
ment to consult Well, precisely be¬ 
cause he was adored in Arunachal, an 
authority on Assam and an expert on 
the MacMahon Line, the NF govern¬ 
ment has kicked him out, and replaced 
him with—nothing Yes, nothing' For, 
in what must be the choicest display of 
insensitivity that any central govern¬ 
ment has ever shown to tribal piide 
and national defence preparedness, 
they've put Arunachal under the 


“additional charge " of the totally ana- 
di new (iovernor of Nagaland 
And why at all do we need to have a 
new Govcrnoi in Nagaland? Only 
because the last one. Dr Gopal 
Singh—appointed by the w'lcked, 
wicked Rajiv goveinmcni—is an out¬ 
standing scholar of comparative reli¬ 
gions, who has written a brilliant book 
on Jesus Christ A special qualifica¬ 
tion, one woukf have thought, to be 
Cioveinor of a largely Christian state 
But all that the Fau (or is it the Shahi 
Imam'' Oi is it Lai Krishna AdvanC 
Or IS It whoever it is that makes up 
what rhe Prime Minister takes to be 
his mind on these matters’) sees m the 
presence in the Kohima Ra| Bhavan 
of a Sikh expert on Chiistianitc is 
proof piisitive of the Italian hand' 

T his, then, ladies and 
gentlemen, is the gov¬ 
ernment to whose tender 
mercies we have be¬ 
queathed the Brahmaputra 
and Baiak vallevs, which 
together constitute the 
gicat and noble state of 
Assam If you have a map 
handy, would you please 
leacli out for it"’ For you 
will see that theic is no wav 
anyone can get to any of 
the other '-ix states <^1 the 
noith-east w'lthout going 
thiough one 01 both of 
these two valleys In othei 
w'ords neithci can we de¬ 
fend our.selves against the 
I Chinese nor check arms- 
trafficking across the Bur¬ 
ma border nor counter in¬ 
filtration fiom Bangladesh 
without access to these 
fiontieis thiough the state 
of Assam If Assam spins out <it 
control, one-eighth of 0111 eountiv 
goes up the spout And it foreign 
hostiles of anv kind reach the plain'- of 
the Brahmaputra vallC' qot all the 
Bhimas of Meham vcdl avail us an lot.i 
o! security, peace or mdc-pendeiice 
And this central government, in all 
Its grossness, ignorance and insensitiv¬ 
ity, has as Its fire hose for lighting the 
tires m Assam, a state govemment luii 
by the National Fiont’s north-eastern 
regional component the Asom Ci.ma 
F'arishad (AGP) For five years, the 
foolishnesses and excesses of the AGP 
were held in check bv the Congress 
government at the Centre because the 
Congress party was not m hock to the 
A(jP Now. the NF government can 


only acquiesce m these toolishnes.ses 
because the Assam component of the 
NF government iS nothing but the self-' 
same peipetiators of these foolishnes¬ 
ses When the Congress was m power 
in Delhi, it toiild mediate between the 
caste Assamese Hindu ma| 0 (ity— 
which the A(iP .ispues to represent— 
and the numerous mmoiiiies—Bodos, 
Kaibis, Ahorii tiih.ds, Kiich Ra|bhaii- 
sis. Bengalis. Muslims, Marwaris - 
who make up (he p.dimpset we call 
Assam Now, ,it least as lai as Assam 
I affairs go, n i.s the At iP iisd) which is 
I 111 power in Delhi (av home minister 
I Mufti Mohammad .Sayecd levealingly 
i discloses when he patholu.ilb piotests 
that his writ does not run in .Assam') 
And, so, when V P Singh sec. u|i 
vet anothei committee (his favoiin'e 


I use tci side-step formulating pc'licies 
on issues) to soit out the problems m 
Assrim, what vee leally have is the 
.AGP medi.itmg 'x'lween itself and all 
the diseneliantcd minorities of 
Assam wlio, m the fust place, are 
j disenchanted only because of what the 
I .A(iP has done to them Making the 
I hangman the judge, thus, becomes the 
distillcil essence of (he NF s piescrip- 
tioiis lor Assam It means pouring oil 
thiough the fire-hose to inflame the 
flies m the valley 

Ihe root cause of the crises m 
Assam is the nariow chauvinism of the 
AGP It does not stand for Assam .is a 
whole 01 for .ill Ihe [leopic of Ass.im 
It stands only loi one section of the 
Assamese people a ma|oritv, yes. 




R.D. Pradhan: Sun e he was adon-a' in Aiunui hal, 
and an aiilhnnn on Assam, and an i sjierl on llu 
Mac Mahon I,me. the M government has kic ked 
him out 
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bill, then, a majority IS not everybody not going to violate my oath of secrecy “coalition of disparates’’ It has no 
I Its treatment ot those who aie not by unmasking its contents since I am -over-arching concept of India and so 

I with It —ethnically or politically—has no Arun Shourie and, therefore, no has become the .spokesparty of a 

, been so shortsighted and discrimina- hero of the entirely appropriately congeries of jockeying subnational- 

j tory that it is now hoist with its own named AASU' There is, though, no isrris It is the antithesis of that synth- 

j jietard truth to the rumour that the Rajastha- esis which has made our millemal 

For the AGP's outlook—and ni business community of Assam has civilisation unique in combing antiqui- 

I methodv—are now being emulated by started singing the old Mukesh song ty and continuity with heterogeneity 
i the non-Ahom minorities (and even AASU bhari ham yeh iiwan ki 

j the non-Mahanta/Phukan Ahoms) of ralicii, koi unse keh drh hamrri ^^uch a National Front, and its 

j Assam If “Assam is foi the hhool jayrn') ^coalescing components, can only 

I Assamese,” says Upendra Brahma, Wc will never have a solution foi lead the country down the road of 
j then Bodoland is for the Bodos If Assam so long as those responsible foi disintegrative subnationalisms What 

I “Assam is for the Assamese,” says the problem have the key say in the AGP is up to in Assam, the other 

Rongpi, then Karbi Anglong IS tor the determining the response to the insur- regional components of the NF will 

Karbis If “Assam is for the rections in the state The Assam shoitly be up to elsewhere VP Singh 

Assamese,” say the Beng.ilis ol the Accoul gave the AGP the oppoitunity knows this—for not so long ago he was 

Barak Valley, then C'aehai is suiely of showing that the preservation of the a C ongressman—but can do precious 

tor the C'acharis And the Indian Assamese identiiy did not mean ex- I'Ble about it because while, then, he 

Muslims ot Assam ask whethei thcie tmguishing the identity of the others bad behind him a century-old party 

IS no home for them m Assam, which who live in the state Instead of being dedicated to the proposition. Vivuiha- \ 

they take to be part of India As do encouraged to preserve the Assamese ttt mcm vkta. all he now' has behind j 

' him IS a squabbling bunch ot old men | 

I and tiled ex-ievolutionaiies tending 
their piogressively narrower little 
nests while the tiee on which thev are 
pel died starts slowly disintegiating 
from within 

Ciiven what he thinks of V P .Smgh, 
the only one to be pleased with this 
creeping chaos is the 7au And lor the 
delectation ol oiii reveied Fauji theie ' 
IS fiom Aiiyrezi history, a comlortmg j 
tale which I must recount, especially' | 
now that the Fan has been designated i 
the government's resident genius on ' 
the Christian and other cuiious slates i 
of the north-east I 

I .Many, many years ago there lived in i 
1 ngland a king, by name Henry Vlll, j 
who was led up with an Italian who i 
called himself the Pope because he 
objected to Henry marrying many 
wives (like the NF marrying Ajit ,Smgh 

Prafulla Mahanta (loft) and Bhrigu Phukan: W'/iirtryor/iev/iK/AeoFr/ie *bc BJP and the CPl-M and 

memos hem^ ct/cidalcd m the'itatr dcilaring that the ULIA i.s a muscle anything else at all that keeps its 

arm of the AdP? political nuptials going) So Henry 

VIII decided to break from the Ro- 

fhe Marwaiis, before they are pumped culture by integrating it into the com- manVhurch and declared Fncland to 
full ot bullets bv the thugs ot the posite culture of India, the fo.ces be " ProlcitiJm R 
FILI A ■ the flnited Liberation Front yvhich c‘ventu<illy to,ilesceil into the his many' wives was Anne Bpleyn 
ol Asom the muscle arm ot the AGP National Front pandeied to the lowest whom everyone called Anne ot the 
And betoie all ot you start scream- common denominatoi ot regional Thousand Days because, after a 
mg that I .1111 a dirty Congress agent chauvinism around the country The thous.and days, Henry Vlli chopped 
foi linking I'I FA to the AGP, I beg National Front has, m the name ol ^,fJ |,(.i head And now that we are on 
you to tisk cliiet minister Mah.inta or genuine federalism , ciibbled the verge ot cutting our Italian links 
home ininisti I I huk.tn but not both togt*lher all the nariow'-mindcd re- and proclaiming Bharalvaishti as a 
at the same time please, lor they aie gionalisms ot the country—beginning Hindu Rashtia, V P Singh is in dan- 
not t.ilking to I lieh other what they with the caste and linguistic chaiiy'in- ger of being known to history as 

make ot se-eiet Memo Nos SB XI isrn ol the Janata Dal itself Where our Vtshwanath ot the I_) days Fill in 

(A)SPC/b'^'Sh, \ ol HI,'111, dtited Freedom Movement created the ethos blank, dear readers, cut out the i 

4 11 IWt from SI’ Sou, Assam, of an Indian identity which tianscerids _then post vour aiisw'ers to the ^ 

Guwahati to SP Kokiajhar, circii- (and subsumes without extinguishing) Tau' Pity poor Weepy And, Cry the ; 

iated bv Dy SP, DSB, kokrajliar the many diffeient cthnic-linguistic- Beloved Country' • i 

undei cover ol his HO No DSB religious identities that make up our-:- I 

V/10/35158-2(l« dated 1 Kh (A composite culture, the National Front 

copy has come into my hands but 1 am has substituted “unitv in diversity" by statement ot me Congress party's position j 
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The new Sterling. 

Stunningly bcautiM 
State-of-the-art technology 
combined together to ev^vc 
a new standard in 
refrigcratois. Created by a 
team of engineen whose 
mission is not to follow the 
market but to lead the 
tehigerator w(^d. 

Artistic Sterling 

• 100% Polyurethane Foam 
insulatioa Avoids 
sweating of the 
refrigerator even in high 
humidity conditions. 

• Superior SAN 
matcriai-Cruper, Baffle 
Tray, Butter/ Cheese Chest 
and adjustable Bottle 
Shelves. 

* Siq)erior design for 
tnaximiim stoiagc q>ace. 
RcmovjfoLc ^ tray for 
extra ston^-a special 
feature for vegetarians. 

* A large Chill Tray a 
unique Ddp Tray for easy 
tcfflovgl of defrosted 
water. 



* All sted constructfcm am! 
tOH^ ABS liner. 

* Available in a wide range 
of attractive coIchbcs. 

^ting Technology 

* buemationaliy renowned 
‘Power-Saver* canpressor. 

* Cook superfiist, makes ice 
evenfas^. 

* Widstands wide voltage 
fluctuations. 

NovrdlagesMblllKr 
It required if file 

openfflng is 
artlhln li6-260V. 

* ConsuoKS minimal 
electricity. 

* Automatic defrost (pudi 
button) 

The new Sterling. 

It is beyond doubt the most'.’? ■ 
advanced refrigerator ever 
introduced in the market 
With a {woven, dependable 
after-sales service. It's no V 
mere refrigerator. It's tbc 
Sterling. 
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Matters of the heart 


T he legend is leaving On the 
grounds of (ailing health. 
Mother 1 e i c s a has 
announced hci lesignation 
from the post of superior- 
general of the Congregation of the 
Missionaries of Chanty Starting out 
on her own m 1948. she put togethci 
the order which now htis com¬ 
mitted workers who have accepted an 
alternative way of litc It is estimated 
that the ordei's 4l)0-odd establish¬ 
ments help some 1,20,000 people 
worldwide . Foi four decades. Mother 
Teresa's homes have been the only 
sancliiaiy loi those whom she calls 
“the poorest ol the pool. those who 
need it the most" That reality will not 
change But the face presiding over 
the organisation will 
The transition won't MottiarTor 
be problem-free. The 
Mothci has been the 
epiccntic of her orga¬ 
nisation To live up to 
the standard set by her 
would be a daunting 
task foi her successor 
And since the order siip- 
(jorts such a wide net- 
woik of social organisa¬ 
tions. the choice of the 
next supeiior-geneial is 
crucial for the institu¬ 
tion The constitution of 
the organisation speci¬ 
fies that the superior- 
general must be at least 
40 years old, must have 
completed ten years of 
active service after her 
final vows and should be 
chosen by the electoral 
college by secret ballot. 

Since the first election 
m 19(il. the Mother has 
held this post The con¬ 
stitutional rule, restrict¬ 
ing the tenure of an 
office-bearer to two con- 
sccutivc teims was 
waived by the Vatican 
for the Mother. But now 
the founder is stepping 
down Her follower will, 
undoubtedly, be less 
glamorous. But even if 


Ill-health forces Mother Teresa to relinquish charge 
of the Missionaries of Charity 


she does not wield the same 
power worldwide, or not get the 
Nobel Peace Pri/e, she must be 
worthy of her post, and deserve to be 
the Mother's successor. 

I'hcie arc many candidates for the 
post Of them. Sister Agnes is the 
people’s favourite, and closest to the 
Mother. When they met, they 
were still plain Subhasini 
Das and Sister Teresa, a mne-year- 
old and her geography teacher at 
l.oreto School, Calcutta The teacher 
was born Agnes (ionxa Bojaxhiu, an 
Albanian from Yugoslavia Blessed 
with a beautiful voice young Agnes 
was a soloist in the chon At 18, she 
joined a group of Loreto nuns and at 
27, took her final vows Agnes Bojax- 
hiu became Sistei Teresa. 


MotiMr TereM: mum’* the word 



On the way to Darjeeling for her 
‘retreat’ Sister Teresa received the 
call: “I want you to serve me among 
the very poor.” That was 10 Septem¬ 
ber, 1946. By 1948 , she had 
got permission from the Vatican and 
had auit Loreto for the slums of 
central Calcutta. Subhasini followed 
her, the first seed of an order destined 
to number in the thousands. That was 
40 years ago and Subhasini was just 
19 She took the Mother’s name, 
Agnes, and worked a'ong with her 
taking care of the old and the sick, 
teaching little children in the slum of 
Moti Jheel They lived, then, at 14 
Creek Lane, in the house of Michael 
Gomes, the first to offer help 
Mother Teresa calls Sister Agnes 
her ‘second self. Unlike her, howev¬ 
er, Sister Agnes is pub- 
licity-shy, to the extent 
I of refusing to confirm 
t that she was, indeed, the 
I first disciple. And the 
$ Mother is not willing to 
4 comment on her chances 
4 in the coming election 
“Her greatest asset is 
her unquestioning devo¬ 
tion to the Mother.” 
says a volunteer But 
that IS also her biggest 
drawback—in her loyal¬ 
ty. she IS too dependant 
on the Mother, and 
though she takes over 
whenever the founder is 
away, she is somewhat 
hesitant about her deci¬ 
sions Nonetheless. Sis¬ 
ter Agnes was elected 
first councilloi in 1985. 
with the highest number 
of votes The quiet, self- 
effacing nun IS, as assis¬ 
tant-general, second to 
the Mother in the 
hierarchy. 

T he congregation is- 
extremely tight- 
lipped about the possi¬ 
ble successor The elec¬ 
tion will be held around 
8 September, before 
that it is quite 
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impossible to say, they insist. “God 
will tell us who,’*^ says Sister Priscilla, 
the Anglo-Indian secretary-general, 
who IS herself high up on the list of 
possible successors. “It is not for us to 
decide. It is not a political affair. The 
call will come”. 

The Mother, too, refers you to God 
when questioned about her successor 
“God will decide,” she explains gent¬ 
ly, raising her eyes heavenward 
“We are mere instruments in his 
hanejs " 

This constant referring one to Ciod 
IS characteristic : the order is avowbdiy 
Catholic, going back to the Vatican 
for clearance on every technicality, 
father Edward Le Joly remembers the 
day the Mother had encouraged him 
to write about the order as a Catholic 
organisation “We are not teachers or 
nurses or social workers, we are 
religious,” she told him. “I do not 
see the poor first, I see 
Jesus who suffers as the poor " And 
this very Catholicism earned her the 
only criticism that slic. h.i s received 
Rumours went aiound that she con¬ 
verted the ailing in Niimal Hriday, the 
home foi the old and living, and the 
children in Shishii Uhavan, to the 
Catholic faith "She converts no one." 
counters Lc Joly. “She preaches the 
love ol Ciod and tells the ailing to 
make an act of surieiidcr to Ciod ”ln 
keeping with hci Catholic beliefs, the 
Mothei has taken a fiim stand against 
both abortion and birth control The 
unborn are Jesus too 

1 he sainthood that has been confer¬ 
red on the Molhci over the years has 
its impact on the functioning of the 
order "She can do what others can't 
dream of doing. " says Le Joly “She 
picks up the phone and calls Reagan 
to request funds for Ethiopia. She gets 
It She catches Ciorbachev m Washing¬ 
ton and asks permission to open cen¬ 
tres in the Soviet Union She has five 
homes there now and plans to open 
more Not bad as far as Catholic 
institutions in Communist countries 
go' " And yes. she was the first to open 
a Home for AIDS victims m New 
York, when they were severely ostra¬ 
cised When the New York Governor 
was asked why he had allowed it, he 
had said. "When the only living saint 
asks you for something, how can you 
refuse'’" 

This will be a thing of the past once 
the Mother retires. “It might not be a 
disadvantage." says Le Joly, “Mother 
Teresa made the institution,^ the next 
one has been made in the spirit of the 
institution. It IS excellent that she will 


be taking over under the guiding spirit 
of the Mother. It would be a gentle 
transition ” 

But will she have the charisma of 
the Mother? “She won’t need it. She is 
not the foundress. She will have her 
own chari-sma.” Less conspicuous, less 
glamorised, the nuns will continue 
their work with their usual faith and 
dedication 

T here might be a problem, howev¬ 
er. Mother Teresa has not decen¬ 
tralised authority. All powers rest in 
the hands of the superior-general in 
Calcutta She has no provinces and 
thus no provincials to snare responsi¬ 
bility in the various parts of the world 
Right now she commands respect 
worldwide, but will her successor gain 
universal acceptance within the order? 


finances of the order for over 23 years 
and is also a likely candidate. 

The intensely spiritual Sister Agnes 
docs not compare well with them as an 
administrator But, as the Mother 
says, “It IS not how much we are 
doing, but how much love, honesty 
and faith we put into doing it.” And as 
a “penal” in His hand, the next head 
ol the Society should not face too 
much trouble “None of us has what 
the world looks for This is the miracle 
of the little Sisters around the world,” 
the Mother had said a few years ago. 
“As long as we have our conviction, 
the work will prosper ’ 

Any advice for her successor? 
rhe Mother's eyes brimmed 
with kindness as she switched on that 
infectious smile. “To live as we havf» 
lived,” she said “That is all God will 



■■■ 

I he Mother’s 
advice for her 
successor: “To 
live as we have 
lived. God will 
take care of the 
rest” 


Of those m the ainning. .Sister 
Shanti and Sister Andrea are doctors 
with an MBBS from the Calcutta 
Medical College Extremely capable, 
they are in charge of the medical 
aspect and of training the younger 
nuns Sister Andrea, a Polish- 
Gcrman and the only foreigner 
among the Council members, started a 
branch in the US Another strong 
contender is Sister Dorothy, a Bengali 
from Calcutta, who has worked in 
Austr.rha and Latin America and was 
supervisor of the homes in the Far 
East Sister Carnillus, the youngest 
member of the council and a Mangalo- 
rcan from Bombay, has managed the 


take care of the rest " 

But what exactly does retirement 
mean for the Mother? The head of the 
formal religious order can step 
down- the empire of love and caring 
that she has built can have a new 
person on the throne. But can the 
guiding star retire’’ 

Quite clearly, the Mother cannot be 
replaced By “stepping down” the 
Mother is merely handing over the 
reigns of the organisation to a younger 
nun “She will, of course, continue to 
be our Mother,” says Sister Priscilla. 

And, with mundane responsibilities 
gone, the legend can only grow. • 
Antan Dev S»n/Cskuita 
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The Rising Sun. 
Across the Indian Horizon. 
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Introducing Videocon Air Conditioners. 
Manufactured under 0 & D supply agreement 
with Matsushita Electric Company, Japan, the 
owners of brand name ‘National’. 

As tiK riiiifsunitadces^ up feBimmung... snail 
begbi to see air (nnditkiiien in « new light 
The Wdeocon Air CondWOTer. It reflects the 
workTs nrast advamnd tedinology. Japanese 
eqiatise that projects air conditkms ina 
apart 

Hi|^ Performance 
Rc^ Compressor 

It's what spates the Videocon 
Air Conditioner hon all other 
air conditioners in India. A 
compre^ so compact .with 
cooling efficiency ttafsatpar 
with International Standards. 

Atthe same time Redesign is 
tough enou^ to withstand 
Indiw tropical conditions. 

Super Quiet Operation 

The Videocon Air Conditioner 
incorporates an ultra thinheat 
exchanger and specially designed 
sirocco tan, prqieiter tan, tan motor and rotary 
compressor. lAMs more, die rotary cmnpressar is 



the entire w conditioner housed m heaivy 
insulation. 

All this gives you a whisper quiet operation. 

HI^'Energy Eiflciency Design 

Enginea'ed to operate on as little 
energy as posaMe, it can save on 
electricity bills. Ail this 


4* Wagr Afar Deflecilen ^itaD 

At the touch otaswttdi, 
you ciu) control theair 
direction itmn side to side. 

Wiethe louvers adjust 
the vertical air flow. 

(fate Touch Air Filter 


filter,without removing 
the grill facilitates cleaning. 

You don't have to rely on 
a technician. 

Super Service 

The Videocon bc^-trained technicians posted 
in every city can give you service that's most 
(vompt and reliable. 

So, if you’re lookup forward to technology most 
advaiiced, hie a kxi at Videocon. The Air 
Conditioner thi looia beyond the horkai. Thinks 
rdwadoftnnes. 


Yes,I am impressed with the features of the 
Videocon Air Conditioner. 

Please send me more information on the product 


Designation:_ 

Organisation;_ 

Address: ___ 

Mail Coupon to Videocon Intematiomf Ltd. 

Post Box No, 11741 
Nariman Point, Bombay 400 OS^ 


1.5 too Air CondiUoners in ivory White and Wood ,. 
Grain flnisfa. ‘■i: 

1 yearwarranty 


Louvo’Fins, Grooved 
CqiperTuliigandthe 



Egfi^Umial. Sens^mri. So Natioiiid. 













C artier Bazaar, Dadabhai 
Naoroji Road, Bombay 
Here, ethnic chic is a dirty 
word. T-shirts, denim 
jeans and jackets from 
across the seas,and sneakers— 
Rcebok, Nike, adidas, Puma and Lot¬ 
to—keep shopshelves full. All of it is 
smuggled, and is usually spurious The 
real thing costs the earth, a pair of 
Reebok sports shoes, that ultimate 
yuppie accolade, costs anything be¬ 
tween Rs 1,000 and Rs 2.WX) Nike, 
the all-American sports shoe brand, 
fetches Rs 1,500 a pair. And for the 
fake variety, imports from Taiwan, 
Singapore and Hong Kong, Rs 400 
plus. Business has boomed more each 
year, with India’s middle-classes, on a 
reckless expenditure binge, continuing 
to pick up anything that spells con¬ 
venience and more importantly, style 
Mbstly, from smuggied-goods shops. 

There is a change now. The friendly 
neighbourhood smuggler is suddenly 


facing competition. Not from his col¬ 
leagues in the trade, but from multi- 
crore business houses. Bata India, 
Consolidated Footwear and the house 
of Khataus, which manufactures the 
Carona brand of shoes, have entered 
the sports shoe market, offering more 
than the smugglers evei did. the 
genuine article, at relatively moderate 
prices and with assurances of quality 
Bata has tied up with adidas Sport- 
schuhfabriken of West Germany, 
Consolidated with Lotto S P. a of Ita¬ 
ly, and the Khataus with West Ger¬ 
man company Rudolf Dassier Sport, 
the makers of the Puma brand of 
sportswear Their target audience— 
urbanites in the 18-25 years old slot— 
is the same as the smugglers’, in Car- 
tier Bazaar and in similar haunts all 
across the country And this market is 
vast. 

Says Hilla Motiani, product mana¬ 
ger with Consolidated in Bombay. 
“According to a study done by a mar- 


Itaplayedi 
la Tarmini 


Bombay’s Victoria Tarminua 

ket research agency, the total value of 
pocket money available to 19-year- 
olds IS around Rs 500 crores. And the 
purchasing power of youngsters in the 
18-25 age group works out to some¬ 
thing like Rs 2,000 or Rs 2,500 crores 
With the rise in consumerism, the in¬ 
creasing purchasing power of the Indi¬ 
an middie-class and its easy suscepti¬ 
bility to Western influences, it only 
made sense that we should go in for a 
technical collaboration with Lotto.” 
Says Hiten Khatau, the maker of the 
Puma-Carona range: “The middle- 
class in India constitutes nearly 150 to 
200 million people. If we can even get 
five per cent of this market share, 
we've got It made ” Adds Motiani: 
“Why redesign the wheel when it is 
already there?” 

Why indeed? Lotto was the first to 
hit the market, in March 
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1989. Puma and 
adidas followed through 
this year. All three ven¬ 
tures are technical col¬ 
laborations, with no equity 
participation by the prin¬ 
cipals. The three brands are 
priced in a range from Rs 
250 to about Rs 650 a pair, 
selling in most of the top- 
rung cities. While Lotto 
and Puma makers are quiet 
on the count, Bata plans to 
manufacture 3,50,000 pairs 
of adidas brand shoes this 
year, and will export one- 
third the amount (Carona 
has an export commitment 
of 25 per cent). Says Rana- 
jit Biswas, a ninth standard 
student at Calcutta’s St 
Xavier’s School, and a resi¬ 
dent of the city’s upper- 
middle-class New Alipore 
locality: “It is good that 
now we can buy decent de¬ 
signer shoes in India and be 
sure that it is not a fake. It 
may be expensive, but 
paying for something good 
doesn’t hurt. The money 
does not matter.” Sweet 
music for the manufactur¬ 
ers, and for another reason, 
too The market could 
reach well below the 18 
years minimum limit sur¬ 
veys show. 

Bata already has its suc¬ 
cessful Power sportswear 
range, but this, say com- 
w pany executives, should not be a prob- 
’ lem for the acceptability of the adidas 
range. Says N. Bhaskar, a marketing 
manage! with Bata, and in charge of 
the adidas division: “While Power is a 
sports shoe all right, adidas is a highly 
specialised, performance-oriented 
sports shoe, and instead of cutting into 
each other’s sales. Power and adidas 
will complement each other ” They 
already do—both brands are available 
in larger Bata stores. The advantage 
Bata has over its nvals is its vast chain 
of exclusive retail outlets—numbering 
1,300—all over the country. Consoli¬ 
dated and the Khataus have to rely on 
basically convincing a general retailer 
to stock up, at boutiques, department 
stores and sports goods shops. 



P erhaps that is why there is a bizar¬ 
re twist to the shoe shuffle. Lotto 
shoes also find pride of place at 
numerous Bata outlets. Something 
Bhaskar calls a “working rela¬ 


tionship”. Says he: “If there is a de¬ 
mand for a product, it only makes 
good sense to sell it. Why turn away a 
customer?” Adds Consolidated’s 
Motiani: “Bata prefers to have the 
entire range of competitive products 
and therefore Lotto models are also 
displayed along with their brands. Af¬ 
ter all, they are not just into shoes, but 
into the business of retailing.” 

Both discount the possibility of one 
brand cutting out the other. Says a top 
Bata executive in Calcutta, who de¬ 
clines to be identified: “Our policy is 
to give our clients an open choice. 
They, if they want to buy Lotto, will 
go in for Lotto. And if they went to 
buy adidas, they will buy adidas The 
choice IS theirs So why should they go 
to some other shop"^ They may as well 
buy It from our shop.”. Lotto 
benefits from a ready retail chain, 
courtesy Bata And Bata, in turn, 
picks up a fee for stocking Lotto 
shoes. Company executives decline to 
publicise the financial arrangement of 
the deal. Khatau, the Puma man, is 
philosophical about his competition 
teaming up. “The more players in the 


game the faster the market will grow,” 
he says. Concurs Motiani; “With com¬ 
petition, all of us will be on our toes 
and everyone will try to upgrade their 
products.” 

However, this will not mean sup¬ 
plying everything the foreign collabor¬ 
ator manufactures for the interna¬ 
tional market. Puma, for ins'tance, 
sells 200 models worldwide “We can't 
offer the entire range.” says Khatau, 
“especially the top bracket, which sells 
for as much as U.S S 170 (a pair) in the 
US But we are offering the best value 
for money and our products will be on 
par with Puma sold worldwide.” Ditto 
for the others Bata, in fact, delayed 
Its adidas launch by four months in 
March this year because the shoes did 
not match international specifications 
There are two German executives in 
the company’s Bangalore unit, super¬ 
vising production 

Quality is crucial Says Malik Tejani 
of Metro Shoes, a major countrywide 
shoe manufacturer and retailer, which 
stocks the Puma-Carona range: 
“Brand names are meaningless in In¬ 
dia Unless a customer is assured of 
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the same international standards, he is 
unlikely to go in for these hybrid 
brands.” Tejani is also among a few 
toeing a line Indian socialists would 
love. Companies are going in for these 
“so-called foreign coUaborations,” he 
says, “where there is no transfer of 
technical know-how but only an out¬ 
ward flow of foreign exchange. The 
big giants of the footwear industry are 
indulging in a self-destructive game ” 
It is the fear of being wiped out that is 
motivating others to stnke collaboia- 
hons with foreign companies, he says. 
Expectedly, the adidas, Lotto and 
Puma purveyors pooh-pooh the sug¬ 
gestion. With reason; it sounds like a 
major domestic shoe manufacturer 
letting off steam because he has not 


managed a collaborauon, and they 
have. 

But with the way things have been 
going, Tejani and his ilk may not have 
to grouch for long. Three internation¬ 
al brands are already in, and other 
players surely have their eyes on the 
Indian performances. If sales hit the 
jackpot, the country could well see 
other top international brand names 
such as Nike trooping in And how 
could one forget Reebok? Possessing 
a pan'of shoes with this magic brand- 
name completes an "in” person's en¬ 
semble. Perhaps Tejani could show 
the way. • 

AdUmChatterJem/BonUMy with Isvhui 
DbMCaleutta 


WORKER MANAGEMENT 

Blue collars to pin-stripes 

Some labour unions turn to managing companies 


T here is a new wave in Maharash¬ 
tra. Instead of killing off industry, 
some labour unions—though few in 
number—are planning to turn around 
companies, saving them from a sick¬ 
ness that affects coiporate bottomlines 
as well as the labourers’ existence. 
And the freshness of the approach is 
that labour is attempting to rectify the 
management’s faults, which could 
make a company go into the red as 
easily as a militant, obstructive union. 
It is a welcome move: Maharashtra 
has the second highest number 
(10,000) of sick units in the country, 
belhnd West Bengal. 


Philips Employees’ Union in Bombay: 
.“What womes us is the fact that big 
units are getting sick due to misman¬ 
agement. One can’t worry about 
bread and butter demands if the 
source of bread and butter itself dries 
up. So, our immediate task is to pre¬ 
vent Philips from getting sick, and 
checking mismanagement at the high¬ 
est levels ” The sense of urgency is not 
unfounded Philips closed the books in 
March 1989 with a loss of Rs 13.49 
crores for a 15 month period, com¬ 
pared to a profit after tax of Rs 3.46 
crores in the year-ending March 1987 
Company managing director J. Berg- 
velt hopes that when they tote up the 


Says Kiron Mehta, president of the { velt hopes that when they to 

EmfrfoysM'Unhwi mwiilMr* on a pratMt imrcti: prMMirinK ttw 
nmnpgoinont to «tay fci IhM 
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books this year. Philips should see a 
no proht-no loss situation. 

But what Bergvelt calls a “tempor¬ 
ary setback,” his workers call “sick”. 
And one way to keep a check on the 
management, say company workers, is 
to monitor what the bosses do, and let 
financial institutions know about it, so 
that they, in turn, can pressure the 
management to stay in line. Some los¬ 
ses, they say, are unwarranted. An 
example is the company giving up 20 
pnme apartments to its senior execu¬ 
tives when they retired, which cost 
Philips close to Rs five crores in lost 
assets Another is the company’s habit 
of shifting employees around its seven 
countrywide establishments—one em¬ 
ployee was moved as many as 50 times 
in his career—which unnecessarily 



Kiron Mohta, 
prssident, PMfipt 
EmployoM’ 

Union 


Arvind Mafatlol, 
chairman Mafattal 
Enginoortog 
Industrtoa 


Mafatiaf is battling a sidt company. 
Mehta feels that units ara bac»ming 
sick because of mismanagement at 
the h^hest leveis 

adds to costs. A hundred workers are 
idle at the company’s warehouses at 
Bhiwandi, Vikhroli and Bhandup in 
Bombay, as materials management 
and transport have been given 
out on contract to an outside party. 
The result; more expenses, and un¬ 
controlled inventory. 

The first step for the workers, 
appears to be to stall the company’s 
plans to sell off its assets to curtail 
losses; the jxJint they make is that if 
mismanagement stopped. Philips 
would right itself anyway. Union lead¬ 
ers have not yet worked out a concrete 
plan to tackle the executives, but a bid 
to take over the management is not 
out of the question. The kind of thing 
Philips employees are doing today, 
says D. Thankappan, worker-director 
of Kamani Tubes Ltd (a company 
workers took over in end-1988), 
“could not have been possible 20 years 







ago. Those were the times that unions 
thought there were certain areas that 
were the prerogative of the manage¬ 
ment and that the promoters owned 
the companies.” 

This attitude has changed, says 
Thankappan, since the industrialists 
and businessmen now depend on 
financial institutions, with the result 
that “mismanaging units and jettison¬ 
ing social commitments have become 
a style with the owners”. This, he savs, 
has in turn put pressure on the unions, 
“who have realised that they have a 
greater stake in reviving sick indus¬ 
tries and preventing sickness" Till 
19H9, says Thankappan. employers 
used to lush to the Board for Indust¬ 
rial and Financial Reconstruction 
(BIFR) to get bailed out. with an eye 
on the subsidy they received But 
now. It has levelled olt as there is a 
very real “tear that they may lose the 
■unit” to workers who mav w'oik rt 
bettei than their e\-bosscs As hap¬ 
pened with Kaniani. through BIf R 
intervention 

While Kamani is being run success¬ 
fully, and Philips w'oikcis are desper¬ 
ately trying to save their company 
from becoming sick, over work¬ 
ers ot Mafatlal t.ngineenng Industries 
(MEI) are keeping their fingers cros¬ 
sed as the Industrial Credit and Invest- 
nent C'otp of India (ICK i) c\- 
.imines their Rs 7 4 crore scheme tc>r 
reviving the company (The Mafatlal 
gtoup unit has been under lockout 
since May last year ) 

••Mter chairman Arvmd Mafatlal de- 
cl.ired the company “sick”, the ICICI 
was appointed to oversee it' levival 
The agenev, in consultation with 
Mafatlal management, came up with a 
Rs I** ciorc plan, excluding a provi- 
siori for additional working ctipital 
MLI workers went one up They sub- 
Tiitted a plan—helped along by the 
Tentre for Workers Solidarity .Against 
lob Losses and Closure, a Bombay- 
vised organisation— half the size of 
he ICICI-sponsoied one. which in- 
luded provisions for working capital, 
lerhaps suggesting they knew better 
han the management how to turn the 
init around They also complained to 
he BIFR that neither the manage- 
nent nor the financial institution were 
teen on reviving the company, rather, 
vfafatlal was more interested in shuf- 
ing down completely and then selling 
iff over It) lakh square metres of com- 
lany land 

Says Kamam’s Thankappan, who is 
ilso the Centre's secretary. “We are 


hopeful of making a success of Mafat¬ 
lal Engineering. We are giving all to 
get our scheme for Mafatlal accepted, 
If this happens, it will shake up the 
private sector, as this is a major com¬ 
pany. It will also put considerable 
pressure on banks and financial in¬ 
stitutions to change their attitude in 
respect of monitoring and finalising 
financial packages with private own¬ 
ers It IS their attitude (of being uncon¬ 
cerned) which has resulted in sickness 
being so rampant.” Mafatlal borrowed 
funds from ICICI and the Industrial 
Finance Corp of India, among others, 
foi modernisation in 1984-85, but sli'l 
incurred losses of Rs 54 crores What 
the workers have going for them is 
BIFR support The agency's chaii- 
man. R Ciangapathi, has appealed to 


institutions to support workers coop¬ 
eratives which propose takeovers. 

And these proposals are increasing 
everyday Workers cooperatives are 
queing up to take over companies all 
over the country—Vandciseide 
National Conductors Ltd, a Voltas 
Ltd subsidiary in Pune, Deepak Insu¬ 
lated Cables in Bangalore. A.P Car¬ 
bides in Kuriiool, Andhra Pradesh, 
A.P.V Engineering in Calcutta, Pow¬ 
er Metals and Alloys, Thane and 
Bombay's Ragliuvanshi Mills Work¬ 
ers in India have obviously realised 
that they have an equal stake in keep¬ 
ing a company m good shape This is 
the best thing that could happen to 
any oiganisation in oui problem- 
ridden mdiistrv • 

Olga Tallis/Bombay 


PLANNING 


Vague remedies 

Planners get flak from ministers and bureaucrats for 
their approach to the Eighth Plan 




P rime Minister V P Singh appears 
to have failed in his experiment of 
replaying crony economics with crony 
intellcctualism Majoi differences have 
surfaced between members of the 
Planning Commission (PC), and 
Cabinet ministers and bureaucrats in 
the Prime Ministei's Office (PMO) 
All over how the goveinment should 
go about the Rs 6,5(l,()!MUiort Eighth 
Five Year Plan. 


The first project I he members grap¬ 
pled with w'as ihe draft ajipioach 
paper for the Eighth Plan '1 wo diafts 
had already been piepared by the last 
government, but this hunch of mem¬ 
bers junked It Scrapping the idea of 
jiustiing through witli fast-paced eco¬ 
nomic development, as the previous 
drafts had suggcstcii. the new PC' 
focussed instead on f’anchav.iti Raj 
institutions, the lolc of women in rural 



From the beginning, the 
objectives of the newly- 
constituted PC. which took 
over last December, was 
not to do anything which 
would remotely show con¬ 
tinuity with the previous 
regime’s policies. Fligh pro¬ 
file members from the Ra¬ 
jiv administration, all eco¬ 
nomists—Abid Hussain, 

Fliten Bhaya, Raj'a Chel- 
liah, among others-were 
replaced by (iandhian so¬ 
cial activists such as L K 
Jain and Ela Bhatt This is 
a new breed of "philunthro- 
phic jilaivners”. in a tearing 
hurry to usher in radical Ranurtirfshna Hegde 

economic change from the The Planning CommiMlon chief and hit colleaguM 
PC's committee rooms, could weli be out of synch wdth the Indian economy 
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cifvciopinen!, ihc ill-planned nght-fo- 
wiiik (.onrepl, developing rural and 
baekwuid aieas, .ind wrote a treatise 
on the politic.il naiiiie of planning foi 
the stale's development 

I his appto.ich paper was ready in 
f-ehiuarv, hut was not circulated to all 
I’r' ads'isors till April Instead, it went 


per cent hv the earlier goveinnient” 
(which was later changed to “the 
ecimonn is said to have grown by five 
per cent”) Ihe Rapi and finance 
minister Madhu Dandavate took 
strong ob|ection to this assertion The 
P(’ members conceded a three per 
cent giowth in the previous plan 



Deputy prime minister 
Oevi Lai 


L.. - -jUh.. 

Commerce minister 
Arun Nehru 


'Tr'“'s 

. r ? 


lo ('.ihinet ministets, so th.il PC clcpii- period loi employment, as ag.imst two 
t\-ch.iiim.in Ramakrishna Megde pei cent lecoided hv Ihe Ra|iv-led 
could gauge the mood of the pirh'ical PC's .ippioach papei, but stood its 
he.ivA weights I'hen came tfie giounci on the (iI)P latc ultimately, 

thefiicwoiks I he* stiongesi [-- ^^ 

opposition to the PC's W'cirk as,'''' ' '•i', i ^ 

vame I tom clepulv PM ^ 's j||r 

and ,igi ii. iilture nunistci ^ 

Dc-m l.al who was parlRU f J ^ 

l.irlv unhappv with Iht P( s JlJHrljPSu' 'V 

lec'ommenclalioii toi iians f Nfc.* _ <• 

leiiing centi.illv-spctnsoied 1 

schemes to sl.ite govern j 

ments (Peth.ips it was to ^ 
avoid ,1 conlionl.itioii wuh ' * 

the I, 111 th.il a lull P( 
meeting eh.nied In the ‘ 

R.ija, w.is held 111 New l>e j / I • ^ 

tin a d.iv he f‘ -u I al ' 1 ... 

lurnccMiom his iiip lo All *■---r- 

, , III I Deputy prime minister Commerce ministe 

, , , , . , Devi Lai Arun Nehru 

liuliisiic mmisici Apt ____ 

Singh IS soiii ahoui ilu Imc 
p I 1 (>r 11 \ 111'. I’( ti .1 s 

.leeoide'el lo divelopine 
new lechnolot'A and indusi 
rial mocli i iiis.itiuu I he 
Comnussioii .ilso earned 
eoinmeice alu! loin isiii 
ininistc r •\i uii Nc hi ii s 
wrath loi the low einph.isis 
given lo expc'rts I nciec 
.ind cnii .ivialion iiiiiiis;i i 
Aid Moiianuii.id is he id 
that the apinoaeli (tapet 
mentions Ifie wcud “cnei- 

gc'■ just once in its (C _ _ j P "k ''“'■ '♦i 

piges I Indeistand.ililv .is Energy and aviation minister Industry minister 
the* PCs direction is con- Arif Mohammad Khan Ajit Singh 

li.iiv to ftolicies mentioned 

in the ( nion huciee! and All four ministers have found fault with the Eighth 
t fie new thi c e-ve.it impoi i fPProach^paper, suggesting that the planners do n 
export pohev Khan and *he priortt.es of a growing economy 

i.iboui .Hid We llaie mmistei Ram Vil.is thev concluded a 5 3 growth This 
Pasw.in eceit sluit oil their protests to brought the P( at loggerheads with 
llegde Asks one outiaged PC mem- bureaucrats at the PMO At a high- 
bet An we supposed to be a [lost- level meeting chaired by the PM, 
c'tlice ni .1 tliiiik tank ’ i attended by senior Cabinet ministers 

A ihmk-t.mk wduid be .mybodv's and Hegde, the discussion of CiDP 
.inswer 3\nd by minieious estimates, was muled But latei. the PM's econo- 
one ih It h.is nil! bel li doing much mic advisor Montek Singh Ahluwalia 
thinking W lu'u' ‘hi IT le.illv came wiotc a strongly worded note on the 
unstuck w.is w nil tile (iioss I >omesiie subject tc) Hegde, disguising it as 
Product ((dtp) eiowiti i.ne tigures, minutes of the meeting This was 
piojeeted .n six pei ^eiit a xi.ai in the xicweci by PC membcis Jam and J D 
Seventh I’laii pctiod 1 he original Sethi as bureaucratic high- 
dratl papei sen’ to the I’M talked handedness, and they even threatened 
.iboiil the "alleged giowih i.iie ot tixe to resign 





Energy and aviation minister 
Arif Mohammad Khan 


Industry minister 
Ajit Singh 


All four ministers have found fault with the Eighth Plan 
approach paper, suggesting that the planners do not know 
the priorities of a growing economy 


they concluded a 5 3 growth This 
brought the P( at loggerheads with 
bureaucrats at the PMO At a high- 
level meeting chaired by the PM, 
attended by senior Cabinet ministers 
and Hegde, the discussion of CiDP 
was muted But latei. the PM's econo¬ 
mic advisor Montek Singh Ahluwalia 
wiotc a strongly worded note on the 
subject to Hegde, disguising it as 
minutes of Ihe meeting This was 
\lowed by PC membcis Jam and J D 
Sethi as bureaucratic high- 


T he ncw-look PC' is viewed with 
some amount of disdain Cieneral- 
ly, the new approach paper reflects 
some of the promises made in the 
.fanata Dal's election manifesto, but 
the problem is that it is very low on 
specilics Says a senior PC advisor, 
who declines lo be identified "It (the 
draft approach paper) is like a long 
litany of woes It has a lot of rhetoric 
and gives the impression that India is 
decadent, is facing an economic crisis 

_and IS splitting apart 

1^ Media criticism was stron- 

ger. A Time', o! ItiJia ediio- 
rial reads "The l.ict that 
i planning has a nuts and 
^ bolts aspect was ignored by 

^ , Mr Hegde's team when it 
; \ j drew' up the approach pap- 

- 1 I st.ilisliL's Mini 

^ j taigcts. san\ considci.ilums 
I ol u'sourcc conslr.imts and 
' tluRi sm/i piacticiibihty 

The boaid icLommeiida- 
turns m the p.ijici vaguely 
touihcd on the need lo 

"■r'.x a (1,^^ n,l^, „| (1,^^. pujijn 

scLtoi have lewei lonirols 
on juix.ile mdusiiy and 

5 widening the scojie ol loie- 
ign investmcni'. .ind liigti 
technology Alongsule 
these .toy st.itcments vx.is 
tin ovci-emphasis on x ill.igc 
level institutions ,md sm.ill- 

Savs Hussain. .i former 
Pt membei 'While the 
eju.inlurn of giowth is 
necessary, the Phmnmg 
Commission cannot be m- 
w' ^different to the content o( 
^ growth 1 think the present 
Planning Commission is 
wary of iettmg us know 
what thev have in mind " 
He adds “Maybe they have 
know J two-phased approach 
They have shown us their 

economic philosophy and will later 
reveal to us the nitty-gntty of their 
policies We can only wait and see ” 
The nitty-gritty, as Hussain puts it, 
can only lead to more trouble at the 
PC And not just with approach pap¬ 
ers Already, the Cabinet and the 
PMO have shot down Hegde’s propos¬ 
al to appoint three chief ministers as 
PC members In the budget, Danda¬ 
vate hardly mentioned the PC's plans, 
especially about the righl-to-woik 
Four projects opposed by the PC 


h.indfdness, and they even threatened | have received government clearance, 
to resign j the Rs 3,()(K) crore Haldia Petroche- 
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BUSINESS 


micals project, the Maruti 1000 c.c. 
car, the Tehri dam and the Pep?,i cola 
project. 

Moreover, the government is re¬ 
lying more and more on the advice of 
the Economic Advisory Committee 
(EAC) chaired by Sukhamoy Chakra- 
varty. Curiously enough, when the 
new PC was constituted, members 
spoke of Chakravarty as the godfather 
of planning, and treated his white 
paper on the current economic situa¬ 
tion as their Bible The equation has 
altered significantly. The government 
gave wide publicity to Chakravarty’s 
second paper on export strategies, the 
document received a hostile response 
fiom the PC And significantly, the 
EAC, and not the PC, is working on 
the government’s projections for the 
small-scale sector and agricultuie- 
based Industry, areas which the Com¬ 
mission considers its very own 

The noise over Ahluwalia's protest 
has died down But there could be 
problems of a similar kind in the 
future The PC may be hankering tor a 


role in India’s development, but it 
may discover that realities are 
hopelessly out of synch with its aspira¬ 
tions And that it is out of synch with 
the powers-that-be, too. On 3U April, 
after a three-day session at the PC. the 
final draft of the Eighth Plan approach 
paper was sent to the Union Cabinet, 
with some "editing", as Commission 
sources put it The National Develop¬ 
ment Council IS vet to take a look at it 
When It will, more "editing” is sure to 
follow The Planning Commission 
may complain about heavy- 
handedness from the lop, but surely, it 
cannot deny the tact that people at the 
top have a far better idea about what 
to do with the country than a bunch ol 
intellectuals who understand hand- 
looms. not giow'th rates Whose 
sphere of activity has been restricted 
to writing letters of protest and run¬ 
ning voluntary organisations, not 
grappling with electricity generation 
and expoits And pushing decentra¬ 
lisation with disastrous results • 

RItu Smrin/New Delhi wHh Sudeep 
ChaknvartI 


raised by non-governmental public 
limited companies jumped from Rs 
164 crores in 1980 to Rs 6,0(X) crores in 
1989 This IS almost equal to the term 
loans disbursed by financial institu¬ 
tions to the corporate sector. This 
year, the figure could be as high as Rs 
10 ,()()() crores, and by the end of the 
Eighth Plan period, the market is 
projected to mop up more than Rs 
50.000 Liores 

There is a steady giowth in the 
investor populatior, and entering the 
share bazaar is fast becoming accept¬ 
able to a large section of the popula¬ 
tion (It IS estimated that seven per 
cent of household savings have moved 
into the capital markets, In Japan, it is 
12 per cent ) And with this growth 
came the ills that an uncontrolled 
system breeds, whether out of ignor¬ 
ance Ol greed Investoi awareness has 
inci eased but has not kept pace with 
the quiikei adaptability of corpora¬ 
tions and s’oek brokers to the share 
game f orisequently, they have been 
able to hoodwink the system—for 
example insider trading is rampant 
through legal loopholes at the cost 
ol the investor A SEBl study quanti¬ 
fied these ills pool standards of discl- 
osuies Misleading advertisements by 
companies on then shares’ perform¬ 
ance, company lesults and promises of 
a windlall from proposed projects, 
jUst before share or debenture issues 
to lure investors Creation ol a false 
market through price manipulations— 
a company buying up its own shares to 
mcretise prices before an issue, ot still 
beltei, getting an obliging financial 
institution to help oui, chaiging a high 
premia on dud share issues with this 
met hot! I'lic list goes on 

' All these (f.ictors) had the under- 


STOC'K MAR KhT R LGULA l iON 

Secure market, secure 
investors 

That IS what the Securities and Exchange Board of 
India wants and a proposed legislatton in Parliament 
may soon make it a reality 


T here is a sense of suspense and 
expectation! about the Securities 
and Exchange (Regulation) Bill before 
Parliament, which is expected to be 
passed before the end of the current 
session And it has strong backers 
both Prime Minister Vishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh and finance minister Madhu 
Dandavate, who feel that such a bill 
Will bring much-needed order to Indi¬ 
a’s lawless stock markets And pro¬ 
vide the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBl) with legislative 
teeth to combat this lawlessness Says 
S A Dave, SEBl (and Unit Trust of 
India) chairman- "It will function basi¬ 
cally in the interest of investor protec¬ 
tion and the development of the capit¬ 
al market." This should be a welcome 
^change for SEBl Since its inception m 
1987, the organisation has been 


generally restricted to 
churning out analyses on 
the performance of the 
stock market 
The securities market in 
the countiy has been reg¬ 
ulated for decades, but the 
approach has been a seg¬ 
mented one, with several 
legislations—the ( om- 
panies Act, The CajJital 
Issue ;('ontrol) Act. the 
■Securities Contracts (Reg 
ulations) Act. and numer¬ 
ous attendant rules and 
notifications—combining, 
and often, confusing the 
issue The system has be¬ 
come inadequate with the 
substantial growth in the 
capital markets Resources 



S.A. Dave 

If the Securities Bill comes through, the SEBl 
chairman would be the final judge of all activities 
related to the stock market 
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|iinnirii;\ I't .i vulncublt <inrt unstable 
inaikci.' sav's ihe SLHl study “While 
I IS ,1 parameter of the health of 

; llie market, it is not the only inpre- 
: dieiit Lqti.iilv iinpoilant is the man- 
I net III \sliieh it is brought out Too 
i tapiil .1 growth in too short a time can 
tinake the stock markets) lose the 
' sense ol (iiiection. and h.is the poten- 
; tia! ot sCtioiis setbacks ’ Piesiimahlv 
I piolili'ins such as the tlv bv-iiighteis 
1 who charged the share boom m loHS- 
j Sb, oniv to lijve the bottom fall oui of 
I the market the nest veai I wo scars 
i <itlei the boom m Ibss en | sent ol 
the shtire issues whuh Im the markt't 
I in 19K.s-k6 weie lieiiig quoad below 


acted Also, business hours at various 
stock exchanges vary, as do settlement 
periods These realities “etimpound 
the market's imperfections and give 
rise to speculation and arbitrage 
oppi'riunities." savs a StBI official It 
helps scheming brokers to cheat their 
clients, who never really know the 
fince at which then stock was actually 
sold A computerised market, savs 
I M.ihencira Kainpaiii, chief of ,lamna- 
j das Moiai)ee and Co . will ensure that 
I ‘ ,i!l transactions will be captured on 
die stock exchange floor and then 
there would be no scope tor manipula¬ 
tion “ 

! he disclosure system is guided In 


merchant banks, who often support 
issues because they want their com¬ 
mission from a company, and forget 
the investor There is also a criterion 
for the selection ot brokers SliBl 
officials are also represented on the 
board of the Bombay Stock Kxehangc. 
and are also screening applications for 
new exchanges at Barocia Ra)kot and 
Bhiibaneswai 

hor Its part, SI B1 has evolved a set 
ol legislations toi all aspects ol the 
seeuiities maikel, foi once- when the 
Hill IS p,issed--undc'i one wing Ihe 
new irameweirk will ,iim at better 
investor safeguards through stricter 
c'lsclosiiie recpiuements, accounting 



Both Prime 
Minister V.P. 
Singh and the 
finance minister 
Madhu 

Dandavate feel 
that the 
Securities Bill 
will bring 
much-needed 
order to India’s 
lawless stock 
markets 


st.incfaids arbiti.ition m 
ease ol ,1 dispute, steps 
ag.iinsi insider ti.idmg ,md 
smiil.ii m.iiket malpiac 
Iici s ‘SI.HI h.is In li.'Vc 
(ec'lh ' says i senioi aecnev 
ollicial Ihinieh iioi neccs 
s.iiiK 111 a coiilioiiialionisl 
w a\ 

! houidl the Seciirilies 
Bill has been discussed toi 
y eai s vested i nU i ests 
m.imlv in Itu biokei.ige 
coinmiinilv have bee n able 
!(' si,ill din llioc es Incc aids 

impioveel legisl.ilion Ihe 
Bill ,md SI HI laec d c om 
pc'tilioii liom other govem- 
meill age lie les loo I’liinari- 
Iv Ihe ( nntiollei ol ( .ipilal 
Issue s (( ( I) ,ind Ihe ( oni- 
panv I .nv Bo.iid were le- 
luctaiii (o give up then 
enoimoiis powers of diseie- 
lion and .iibilialion, the 
lime taken to eleai new 
issues depends entirely on 
tile C ( I with tavouied in- 
dusiiialisis often gelling a 
go-.ihead (as happened with 


I 


I 

I 


' pai, <iiui Ihe rest were not being 
! travled at all 

i llowevei, stock market observeis 
I sav dial this phenomenon was not 
! restricted ti' these two vears but had 
! lepeaie.t ilsell almost evi'iv veai since 
I 19, XI 1 his tic ltd also meieasecl with 
! the giiiwth 111 the luimbei ol slo^k 
exchanec's liom pisi eight m 19X0 to 
i 111 111 19X9 .md Or Miinihei ot listccf 
; eompanic's iiom to ovei (i.Siili 

, jiresentlv Onlv 1?1 ol the f 4(0 senps 
' ih.it .lie ti.ided on all stc'ck exeftanges 
i .lie Haded cweivdav 

f’tcsealK stoik exchanges do nc'l 
have an .n'loin.HecI svstcni of leeorcl- 
mg busiiK ss Oil Hr HadilU'tlooi (slips 
' c.i f .ipv 'I'Hcc; ,is ill its ,irc lians- 


1 


xe. 


Ihe C ompames Act and the Securities Dhiiubhai Amb.ini and Abhev Oswal) 

(. out I act (Regulation) Act 1 he doeu- m class when others had to wail 
me nt (or sucli diselosuies is the issue months The goveinnient cspec'iallv 
piospccius Ihe precise nature and the VP Siiigh aciministiation, has 
content o) the diselosuies is left to the mcieasinglv been ol the opinion that it 
discretion ol Ok eompain maior risk e.ipiial markets and investoi confi- 
associ.itecl with a |iro|tcl wheie and deuce are to eiow, then an orgamsa- 
hovv IS tile nioiiev (rom a share issue to tioii like .STBI, and the Securities Bill, 
be utilised, background, and pertoim- will have to come mtc> pkiy 
aiice ol the companv, teehiiologv cm- .About time, .is main in the tin.incial 
plcnecl in .i pro|ecl, eompcienee ot its community feel "1 don't know whv 
tc'c'iimeal colhiboi.itors, aie either the (Secuidies) Bill was not thought of 
gkissed ovei or ncU mentioned at all by ; earlier.' savs Ikiayan Bose, eh.iirman 
the eomp.mv | of (.’lediteapital. a md|or Bombay- 

SPBI has genetateci a high level ol , based financial consultaricv turn lie 
cleb.ile and some steps have alreadv , adds "I hope STBI will be able to 
been t.iken m the direction ol enkne- perform its role with complete aiiton- 
iiig leguliiioiv inechanisins I oi ex.im- omv. away from political pressures 
pie. now Ihcie is .i code ol cciiiduct tor OlgB TeUia/Bombay 
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■ Family ties 

K eshub Mahindra 
woke up one 
morning to read 
screaming headlines that 
said the house of 
Maihotras own a 13 per 
cent stake in Mahindra & 
Mahindra, the flagship 
company of the Mahindra 
group And that Satish 
Malhotra was tipped to 
succeed Keshub as 
chairman of the group, 
and his son Ranjil, 
Koshub's son-in-law, 

! would be coopted on the 
board—a coup The 
Mahindras, however, sav 
that the claims are all 
bunkum The Maihotras 


Keshub Mahindra; shaky? 

have only 4 2 per cent ot 
the equity after the 
conversion of bonds and 
dcbentuies, and 
Mahjndra Ugine 
(MUSCO) will have 6 9 
per cent (the financial 

' institutions hold 40 per 
cent) The Maihotras are 
said to have stopped 
picking up Mahindra 
shares attci the panic they 
caused But they still hold 
an ace 3 5 per cent NRI 
holding, through 
American company 
Nevistar Inc , which they 
have purchased If the 
Maihotras pull through 
with this, the Mahindra 
seat could be shaky. 
Unless Keshub retaliates 
with a counter-move to 
secure his position 

■ Prime time 

j T TS $10 billion worth of 

Is investment in the 
Indian stock markets’’ 

■UNIMV&-12M«y1990 
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^^Thank God for 
Pramiia Dandavate.’' 

A New Delhi economist, after 
Union finance minister Madhu 
Dandavate's wife led a protest 
march against inflation to the 
minister i residence. 


With that kind ot 
greenback suppoit, oui 
humble slock mdi ces 
could give Nikkei and 
Dow Jones a run for their 
upward mobility 
Executives from 
Batteryinarch Financial 
Management, a Boston. 
US-based portfolio 
management firm made 
the incredible asseitioii m 
Madias last week, saying 
the company - on behalf 
of Its clu Tits—would 
invest the massive sum m 
Indian sox ks this year 
How’’ Through the 
Commonweallii 
Investment Fund 
Where’' In Indian blue 
chips and hi-tcch 
companies. Why’’ The 
investment climate in 
India IS |usl great The 
Batterymarch chairman 
Dean Leharon h:id in low 



investment managers 
from CJeneral Motois and 
AT & T, apparently 
scouting around foi places 
to put money in (Both 
companies arc 
Batterymarch clients ) 
Though Lebaion's 
utterances had a touch ol 
finality, nothing will 
really be certain till New 
Delhi gives the go-ahead 
The speculation m Indian 
stock circles is on 
expected lines is the 
government fin,ilh giving 
in to foreign investment in 
the markets, Iraditionally 
banned’’ If it is, then it's 
the most radical 
invet tment policy in 
decades And if that is 
true, furthci leniency in 
foreign equity 
participation for Indian 
ventuies could not bo t.ir 
behind Farewell, FERA ’ 


■ Sugar n' 
spice 

A s far as the 
government is 
concerned, one adds to 
the othei Exporting 
sugat. only to import 
sugai l.etting middlemen 
lake III a few ciores on 
deals ( re.itmg a system 
of balani e with 
!ev\ therefore 
subsidised- sugar lor its 
stocks, and lettiiii; the rest 
i lean ugi in the bee 
niaikel f lolding back on 
supplies then leleasing 
lakhs of tonnes hefoic the 
festival sc ,ison, as il doing 
the popul.icc a Idsoiii 
Always, a bne liinmg of 
sin;,II ei' u'oniK s and 
politit.il cxpidienev, no 
matlei which 

.idministiation rules at the 
Centre Now, Prime 


BUSINESSMAN OF THE WEEK 


Abhey Oswal 

Chairman, Oswal group ol companies 

• He's back m the news foi doing wli.it be 
does best luring investors 
Under-the-weather feitilisei king .Ahhey 
Oswal IS recommending .i 5b per cent 
dividend for Bindal Agrt' plus a J 2 lionus 
foi shareholders A jump in net piofit to 
Rs 12 Ogerores fio'li Rs 7 >3 ciores, and 
the bonus have ensuied that the Oswal shaie is peggetl at a 
steady Rs 68 AFhey Oswal was down after the Rai.i took 
over, but .soon bounced back—m .me of the first 
compromises of the ncvi' administration --.iikI was let oft 
the hook for his nega-issucs and even allowed to go 
through with his mammoth fertiliser project m 
Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh, which most corporate 
observers predicted would be stymied He lay low, out of 
circulation and media attention for the last three months 
His comeback signals a resurfacing ot sorts, but this time- 
round, he may not he as aggressive in promising wondeis 
and publicising his high-level contacts 



Nathuram Mirdha: sugar 
attack 

Mmistei \' P Singh, 

(in.nice inmisici M.idhu 
D.'md.ivatc and food and 
civil supplies minisiei 
Nathu Ram Mirdha are 
hell-bent on tackling 
inflation by beating back 
on sug.ii No mote 
ho.irdingol fice-sale 
sugat they sa ,, ind 
anyone found holding 
back stocks now to make 
u killing later will 
immedi.itelv find his 
sugar turned to levy 
Move to battle pi tees 
round one 1 he baddies 
are the operators, and 
never the government 
Convenient ('onsidenng 
the fact that government 
policies lead (o trouble 
most of the time 
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Revamping the party 

Rajiv Gandhi begins to reorganise the Congress 


D efeat, it was assumed, would 
mature Rajiv Gandhi. It has,in 
the sense that the Congress 
president has taken all the setbacks 
with a certain amount of calm and 
fortitude. But those who thought that 
the former Prime Minister would 
change his style of functioning were 
sadly mistaken. The coterie around 
Rajiv Gandhi—which according to 
many Congressmen was the cause 
behind the downfall—continues to call 
the shots while the party veterans 
merely look on from the sidelines. 
Thus, soon after Rajiv Gandhi be¬ 


gan revamping the paity set-up, the 
old guard within the Congress once 
again came into conflict with the 
younger generation Not very long 
ago, Kamlapati 7 ripathi made a public 
statcmcni criticising the Congress 
president foi being guided by the same 
people who let him down. Now. 
another senioi Ic.ider. IJma Shankar 
Dixit, has resigncil Irom the Congress 
Working Committee (CWC ) Dixit 
sent in his papers .11 least two weeks 
ago but the Congress president is yet 
to accept the resignation Though the 
octogenanan Uma Shankar Dixit has 
cited poor health as the reason behind 

Lg . 


his decision, insiders aver that the 
senior leader was upset with the way 
Rajiv Gandhi was running the party. 

However, the interesting aspect is 
that most of the senior leaders hold 
nothing against Rajiv Gandhi perso¬ 
nally. In fact, both Kamlapati Tripathi 
and Uma Shankai Dixit have praised 
the Congress president 111 their private 
conversations with partymen. What 
they object to is the manner in which 
the coterie around Rajiv is still in¬ 
fluencing the Congress president On 
more than one occasion, Tripathi had 
complained that these so-called advi¬ 


sors hang like ‘‘Rahu and Ketu” 
around Rajiv Gandhi 

Rajiv (iandhi is fully aware that if 
he is to rejuvenate a disillusioned 
party, he must carry with him all 
sections of the Congress Recently, 
Rdjiv entrusted two of his trouble¬ 
shooters—M.L Fotedar and R.K 
Dhawan—with the task of persuading 
Uma Shankar Dixit to withdraw his 
resignation from the CWC The Con¬ 
gress president has also discussed the 
issue with Sheila Dixit. 

That the Congress continues to 
stand solidly behind Rajiv Gandhi is 


apparent from yet another develop¬ 
ment The Congress Forum for Action 
formed by a group of party dissidents 
IS heading for a split. The issue of 
contention’ whether or not to take a 
hostile posture in relation to the party 
president A number of senior Forum 
members including former AICC 
general secietary .Iitendra Prasad and 
Mohammad Amin Ansari have 
threatened to quit if otheis decided to 
oppose Rajiv Gandhi In fact, Prasad 
and Ansari had made it clear to Porum 
leaders like Vikhe Patil, Naval 
Kishore Sharma and K,R. Ganesh 
that the bodv should work 
to strengthen the hands of 
the former Prime Minister 
However, a section of the 
Forum decided to release 
the letter written by Kamla- 
pati Tripathi to R.ijiv Gan¬ 
dhi criticising the Congress 
leadership to the press with 
the intention of getting 
political mileage out of it 
Later, Forum president 
Vikhe Patil Wrote to Rajiv 
Gandhi clarifying the mis¬ 
understanding that the 
issue created “It is a mis¬ 
chief done by a few lead¬ 
ers.” said Patil. who is an 
MP from Maharashtra 
And Congress president 
Rajiv Gandhi seems to 
have been placated 

With most sections of the 
Congress on his side. Rapv 
Gandhi has begun the diffi¬ 
cult task of reorganising the 
party at all levels So tar, the changes 
have only been cosmetic with no 
major surprises Out of the four 
general secretaries appointed so far, 
three are non-controversial figures 
H K L Bhngat, C K Jaffar Sharief 
and Mahavir Prasad. The only one 
who has caused some resentment is 
former Lok Sabha Speaker Balram 
Jakhar because of his involvement in 
the fodder scandal The real mood iji 
the Congress camp will be known only 
when Rajiv Gandhi makes the impoi- 
tant changes. And that according to 
party insiders is not far off. • 

Rajiv Shukla/Naw Delhi 
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Kamlapati Tripathi and Rajiv Gandhi: making up? 









Dear Prime Minister 


An angry Ashoke Sen shoots off a letter to V.P. Singh, 
protesting against his exclusion from the Union ministry 


, r\t-n before the dust 

4 kicked up by the eon- 

Iroversial letter writ¬ 
ten bv deputy prime 
minister Devi L.il on 
the .illeped misdeeds 
of the Indian hxpress 
DKLIII propueto!, Ramnath 

Cioenka, could settle, 

I V Sinjih IS saddled with another 
; explosive letter This time it has come 
■ Irom lorniei L'mon law minister 
f Ashoke Sen, who, besides being a 
I leg.il luminary, .ilso ha()pens to be 
piesulenl ol the West Bengal lanata 
' Dal And there is a distinct possibility 
that the episntit mav snowball into a 
; ma|or ioritio\eisv telling upon the 

i so-lai smooth lela pn<;u||pi|yu||ii 

! tionship Ih tween the ^ 

Nation.il 1 lont govern- „ 

ment ,it the ( entre .ind : , ' .’rf 

the M.irxists 1 , .. ; fZ 

What piovoked Sen , -,’'4.? 

to wiile .1 six-page ietler ' 

to Singh IS ihi l.ittcr's 
\ lepeated leminder of his JjmM 
, supposedly piiiKipled ^jBSk00K 
' staiul of not nuliiLiing V 

into his eouiiLil of minis- ST 
ters those who h.id been k 
t reieeted b\ the people in j 
■ the l.ist 1 ok Sabh.i elec- 
1 tions as that would mc.in 
i bunging them “through 
the backdoor' 1 his was 
; .1 ele.ir hint that Ashoke ' •: 

I Sen who lost from ( al- 
euft.i (Noitli-We-, 1 ) in 

‘ ihe Novenibei mso _ _ 

elections, would he kept out o! the 
Cabinet To rub salt to his wound 
! Singh, while talking to newsmen at 
, Rashtrapati Bhavan on 2s ,‘\jrril, 

I added that by following this pimciple, 

1 he would be losing talents of people 
j like Ashoke Sen, Raimohan Cjandhi, 
S Jaipal Fieddv and others Feeling 
humiliated. Sen shot off a six-page 
letter to the Piimc Minister and im- 
mediatelv lett loi ( aleuita 

Even though in the last paragraph 
*' of the letter Sen said that he had no 
j intention of releasing it to the press on 

SUNDAY 12 May >990 


“tullei consideration ’, he dropped 
enough hints that this should not be¬ 
taken to mean that he would not 
defend himself publicly The letter 
was scooped by the Bengali daily 
Ananda Hazai Painka's Special C’or- 
respondent in Delhi. Shyamal Kumar 
C'hakiaboity, and was front-paged in 
the next day’s eifition 

Aceoryling to soiiices. Sen has sent a 
copy of the letter to West Bengal 
C hief minister Jyoti Basu with a cover¬ 
ing Icttei in which he stated that V' P 
Singh had not only insulted him, but 
Basu and the peyiple of West Bengal 
too The reason tor bunging m Basu is 

! Singh(lett) and Sen; soured relations 





Sen sent a copy of the 
letter of Jyoti Basu 
with a note saying that 
V.P. Singh had not 
only insulted him, but 
Basu also 


not far to seek Basu had agreed to 
leave one scat foi the .lanat.i Dal’s 
Ashoke Sen m the Ra|va Sabha elec¬ 
tions on an explicit .i-.sui.ince from 

V F* Singh that Sen would be inducted 
into his C abinet Basu was keen or, 
Sen’s inclusion into the I hnon ( abit'Ct 
because West Bengal goes untepi.. 
scrited at the C'entie Ibis was the 
only reason why the Marxists agreed 
to sacrifice one seat ni favour of the 
Janata Dal But tiiu to his style 
Singh has gone back on his word 

V P Singh s so-called “principled 
stand” has not washed with Sen He 
has pointed out in his letter that no 
policy decision was taken by the Jana¬ 
ta D.il against inducting members of 

- 1 the Rajya Stibha into the 

Lhnon ministry In fact, 
the argument of Snigli is 
not being taken serious¬ 
ly bv eveivone within 
tlic Dal Ilieie have 
been inst.inees when the 
Prime Minister had l.iid 
down cert.im pnnciples 
and violated them latei 
I'oi ex.nnple befoic he 
e f I e c t e tl the I ;i t e s I 
('abmet expansion, he 

had said that onh those 
witli sufficient experi¬ 
ence would be taken m 
ignoiing ilie fact that 
\f<mek,i (landhi, who 
had no pievions mmiste- 
iial exfieiierue was 
.ilready functioning as 

a l.tnion ministci of 

state 

Releriing to K;i|mohan (landhi’s 
controversial defeat in Amethi, 

,Ashoke Sen has ti'lcl Singh in his 

letter “If your logic is correct that 
Rajmohan Citindhi has been re|ected 
by the f)eoplc because he was defeated 
in the election when he had the 
courage to stand against Rajiv (iandhi 
when no one else had the courage to 
do so, and others weie anxious to 
change their constituencies for safer 
places, then it would be travesty of 
judgement 










Coming to his own case. Sen lists 
five factors that contributed to his 
defeat in the November Lok Sabha 
election. 

• “BJP fielded a candidate against me 
contrary to an all-India understanding 
that they would not contest against an 
MP who had resigned from the Lok 
Sabha with others They took away 
more than 4(),(KJ() votes, apart from 
affecting seriously the impact of a 
solid campaign 

•“Janata Dal Parliamcntaiy Board 
chairman called a press confcicnce 
and pubhclv announced that they 
would not support my election He set 
up a candidate, who took awav nearly 
5,(KK) votes This candidatehad public¬ 
ly said that he was set up by Samar 
Guha and Dilip Chakravarty, whose 
supporters openly campaigned against 
me They have not been punished yet 
•“We did not get any help in money or 
materials whereas the ('ongress candi¬ 


Jyotl Basu has 
made it 
Iciiown that he 
is unhappy 
with the 
manner in 
which Ashoke 
Sen waa kc^pt 
out of the 
ministry 
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date, with the support of big mag¬ 
nates, spent neatly Rs 50 lakhs. 
•“Though we contested only one seat, 
no leader went from the Centre 
•“I should have changed my consti¬ 
tuency like others ” 

An angry Sen further asks, “Is my 
election by the state Assembly of 
Bengal to the Raiya Sabha by the 
largest nunibci of votes without any 
significance'^ Is my entry by the back 
door’ Is the Rajya Sabha election 
useless?” Sen, who first became the 
Union law minister m Jawaharlal 
Nehru's Cabinet has also reminded 
V.P. Singh that it was he who had 
organiseci his meetings in West Bengal 
and had introduced him to the Left 
Front leaders after Singh parted com¬ 
pany with Rajiv Gandhi 


Despite these outpourings, Sen dis¬ 
plays a measure ol naivety He should 
nave sensed that he was out of favour 
with V P Singh The last sentence of 
his lettei IS revealing. Writes Sen “I 
hope you will favour me with a reply 
and this letter will not receive the 
same treatment as many of mv earlier 
letters have " Against this hack- 
giound, one wonders how Sen hoped 
to become a minister when his letters 
weie not even acknowledged hy the 
Prime Ministei 

Janata Dal leaders are maintaining 
a studied silence over this episode 
.‘\sked for his comments S .laipal 
Reddv a spokesman ol the [).il .uul 
Us presidential candidate said ‘Mi 
Ashoke Sen is a senior leaiier of 
the party and li would not be proper 
lot me to comment on his letter And 
in anv case, I am busy with the 
presidential election ” 

However, source < in the .lanat.i Dal 
attribute Sen's downfall to his 
closeness to the Arun 
Nehru group Of late, 
Arun Nehru's relations 
with V P Singh and de¬ 
puty prime miiiistei 
Devi Lai have noi been 
particularly warm Also, 
the erstwhile I ok Dal 
faction, as well as those 
belonging to the Janata 
Party, have been feeling 
that the members ol the 
erstwhile Jan Morcha 
had got a muih biggci 
share ol the cake than 
they deserved On the 
morning of 21 April, 
Devi Lai met V P 
Singh and warned him 
against inducting the 
likes ol Ashoke Sen and 
V. C. Shukla into his Cabinet He 
forced Singh to preponc the swearing- 
in and hold it on 21 April instead of 22 
April as the Prime Minister had earlier 
planned 

What effect this incident will have 
on the relationship between V P 
Singh and Jyoti Basu is not yet clear. 
However, Basu, m his characteristic 
outspoken manner, has made it clear 
that he is not happy with the manner 
in which Sen has been kept out. After 
all, the government of V.P Singh is 
propped up largely by the support lent 
to It by the Marxist MPs from West 
Bengal, and ironically, the state goes 
totally unrepresented in the Union 
mmistiy • 

KuUeep Kumar/New Delhi 


Fissures in 
the Front 


But the Congress (I) is in a 
worse shape before the 
civic polls 


Flic (. alcutta Muni¬ 
cipal C orporaiion for 
long has a reputation 
loi being the den of 
corruplmn-' f)n the 
eve of Ihc municipal 
elections, K imal 
Basu, the outspoken 
and often iiicverent 
1 inavoi I't llie torpiualion. controlled 
1 by the 1 tfl I I'Mit since 1^84, admitted 
that tiu coipor.ition's reputation was 
j vvcll-dcscivcd Such an admission, bc- 
I lou the close ,ind crucial elections of 
I 17 June, would norm.illv have been an 



I 
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un|i:iidonable taia /><o, bordering on 
politic.'i) haij-kiri But the cost ol such 
flip honesty IS not verv high 1 he Left 
Lioni, which currentiv holds a hair- 
bicadth edge (71 (iH) ov'cr the Con- 
gicss(l) in the municipal council, faces 
.1 weakened poliiical foe Internal 
feuding and mconsisient leadership 
has s.rpped the C ongress(I )\ morale, 
and retaining Ihe OX seats it won in 
|dX4 may piove difficult foi the party. 
While Congress!I) municipal party 
leader Shiv Kumar Khanria is slill 
ailing, the parly chief whip, Swarna-, 
Kamal Saha takes a curiously optimis¬ 
tic stand “We will get 47 seats pro¬ 
vided the Left Front does not rig the 
elections," he says with customary 
bravado But Saha declines to add that 
if the l.eft Front does lesort to booth- 
capturing, the Congressfl) will lack 
the musclc-pc'wer to fight back. His 
Congressfl) colleagues arc less confi¬ 
dent We should get about 60 seats 
This IS a fairly respectable figure,” 
admits councillor Hndaynand Gupta. 

F'ormer union finance minister Pra- 
nab Mukherjee was at the bridge 
when the Congressfl) ship was scut¬ 
tled m the 1484 municipal elections. 
The Left Front had managed to eke 
out a narrow victory after the state 
government added a tew lural areas 
where the Left Front led the Congres¬ 
sfl) by overwhelming margins into the 
CMC’s jurrsdiction But there arsv 
fears that the margin between victory 
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and deleal may be embarrassingly 
wide this time Since the furore over 
Rawdon Sijuare when the citizens and 
Congressmen forced the government 
to stop turning over a sylvan city park 
to an unscrupulous builder, the 
Opposition has been leduccd to burn¬ 
ing papers in the municipal legislative 
chamber and equating mayor Kamal 
Basil, a millionaire Marxist and an old 
friend of chief minister Jyoti Basu, 
with Mohammed Bin lughlaq, a 
ipiixotic sultan of Delhi 

Making a mmot ci'mehack is the 
s.imc Pr.inab Miikher)ee P( ( picsi- 
dent. ABA (ihcini Khan Chow- 
dliiirs will sta\ above the fiav as 
Mukheijee, and another foimei I'n- 
io;i minister, Ajit Panja will select 
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Th* Caictitte Corporation buildin g: batWo ahead 

candidates Other party hea'v weights “There 
including Siddhartha Ray, Abdus Sat- neccssj 
tar. Priyaranjan Dasmunshi, Somen own gi^ 
Mitra and Subraia Mukher|ce will Whi 
formulate the clectoial stiategy Ihii- sides i 
ty among the party’s warring chiel- fncndl 
tains is of primary importance and gresMl 
even last minute team work could well niiirke^ 
lead to an upset win shickli 

If the Congress(I) remains a con- prise ii 
glomeration of disunited leaders, the comiiij 
sound of unsecmlv squabbles is ema- The 
nating from the leftists' camp The cxcu.sc 
CPl(M)’s lunior iiariners RSP, For- With il 

ward Bloc and CPI—seem uniled same p 
against “Big brotfici " This time, all people 
three parties have been allotted fcwci remain 
seats than in 1984 in order ro organis 
accommodate the five National Front which ] 
candidates (lour from the Janata Dal Srinjoi 


and a solitary Congress-S nominee) 
The CPI(M) will contest 89 of the 141 
seats, the same as in 1984 “We arc the 
little fish and the big fish is gobbling us 
up," a L eft Front leader told Sunday 
“We were given 10 seats last 
time, four or five fewer than we 
wanted Now we got only nine." said 
an RSP leader The CPI has been 
given IS seats, two less than the last 
time, and the Forward Bloc’s quota of 
If) has been slashed to 12 But such 
internal bickerings may not affect the 
Left front’s performance For the 
BJP, the forthcoming election could 
be the acid test and it n does make any 
inroads, it could be at the Congres- 
s(I)’s expense in the husiness district 
in Buriabazar 

Thai political cam- 

- ^ paigmng can take unex- 

^ pected turns is evident 
c from the Congress(l)'s 
and Left F’ront’s election 
strategies Both parties 
will take aim at the Cen¬ 
tre's decision to raise 
the price oi fuel and 
railway tickets “The 

l. efi f-ront believes that 
It wasn’t really necessary 
to raise prices The 
budget defi''tt has re- 

m. lined in any vase But 
what can the National 

HwTbT. Fiont do’’ The f oiigrcs- 
s(l) left the country 
deepiv in debt." said the 
CPI(M) state societalv, 

Dasgupia brushed aside 
suggestions that such 
campaigning would 
backfire as ihe National 
• ahaad Front candidates were 

- the 1 ett Front’s allies 

“There is nothing wrong with that, it 
necessary we can agitate against our 
own government,” he addeH 

W'hile welcoming Dasgupl,. s bioad- 
siiics against the handh-t surkar (the 
friendly government m Delhi), Con- 
gress(I) leadei Manas Bhuiva re- 
niarkv'd that there was “a limit to 
shielding an inept go ernment”. The 
privt use would be a major issue in the 
coming elections, ho concluded 
The millions of vo'eis can hardly be 
cxcu.scd foi lemaiiiing indifferent 
W'lth the two majoi parties making the 
same piomi.ses and criticiMiig the same 
people, the Calcutta corpoiation will 
remain one of the most inefficient 
organisations in the state no matter 
which party conies to power • 
Srtnjoy Chowdhury/CtthuHa 


Building 

bridges 

The Orissa Congress(I) 
president is yet to 
consolidate his position 


■ Will the first tribal 

piesident of the Oris¬ 
sa Pradesh Congres- 
s(l) committee 
(OPCC-I), Giridhar 
Gomango, succeed in . 

,_ pulling the Orissa 

ORISSA Congress(I) out of 

the morass It lias slip¬ 
ped into following its disastrous per¬ 
formances in the last parliamentary 




and Assembly elections’’ Gomango is 
hopeful, but political observers are 
not quite confident, given the acute 
factionalism in the state party. The 
48-yeaT-old member of the Lok Sabha 
and former Union minister who took 
over as the state party chief fiom Nan- 
dini Satpathy in the third week of 
April IS confident of pulling off the 
rescue act “I am acceptable to all 
Congressmen and I shall take all of 
them w.th me to strengthen the party.I 
have the patience to hear the prob¬ 
lems of my partymen and I shall try to 
solve them, and if I cannot do so my¬ 
self, I shall share the burden with my 
colleagues”, said the new OPCC(I) 
chief. 

A lot, however, depends on the rap¬ 
port that the unassuming and solt- 
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i spoken Gomango builds up with such 
' powerful and scheming party leaders 
; as J B Painaik. Nandmi Satpathy and 
. the Congress!I) Legislature Party 
! (CLP—[) leader, Basant Kumai Bis- 
! wal Oui of the three, Gomango will 
{ have a hard time building bridges with 
I Satpathy, who is angry over her le- 
! moval from the post of the OPCC(I) 

1 chief, a post she held for four months 
I since December last year 
I The Satpathy camp has alicady 
; launched a campaign against the 
j OPCC(l) chict with allegations that 
J Gomango is weak Moreover, he is 
1 also being subjected to pressure from 
j various groups ot the party According 
I to Satpathy's supjsorters, these tac- j 
1 tions, led by .1 B Patnaik, Basant Bis- | 

1 wal, K C Lenka and the former chief I 
j minister Ilemanaiida Biswal are Irving 
I to influence Gomango 
i In tact, Gomango, the first 
I OP(''C(l) president aftei independ- 
] ence from the backwaid Koiaput dis- 
trici, has to depend on these leaders in 
j the “difficult task” of revamping the 
! party in the stale Though Gomango is 
j known foi his honest image and quiet 
i efficiency, he has little knowledge of 
I the Ultra-party equations in the politi- 
I eally important coastal belt of the 
I state He has yet to prove that he has a 
! personality to inspire the partvmen in 
I particular and the people in gencial. 

I at the state level further, he has to 
I sort out his relations with Basant Bis- ! 
I wal, who IS not only the CLP(I) leadei | 
j but also an aspirant for chief minis , 
I tership in tutuic iii case the ( ongres- 
I s(l) manages to stage a comeback As 
I toi Satpathy, Gomango would not 
' find It difficult to sideline her since she 
; IS opposed by ail oiher group leaders 
The lest of Gomango's leadership 
will be towards the end ot May 
when, as pci his first statement as the 
I Or*CC(l) president, he will reorganise 
^ the Pradesh Coiigress(l) Committee 
■ The “united” party that Gomango 
' hopes to build will depend on how he 
! reconciles the conflicting interest ot 
i the different factions Moicover, 

' Gomango will have to show his qual- 
' ities of leadership during the elections 
‘ to the nuinicijial and panchaviil 
I bodies Lven it the Janata Dal govein- 
inent decides to postpone these elec- 
' tions by a tew months, they are most 
likely to be held before the end of this 
j yea/ \fcanwhile Gomango has plan- 
; ned to undertake a state-wide loui in 
I May in Ins hid to revitalise the Con- 
I gress(I) which is undoubtedly in a 
! shambles. • 

I SandM F. Nanda/Bhubaneswar 


Waiting for take-off 

The Airbus A320 may he re-inducted 
in phases 


Will the Airbus A32(t 
A fly again’’ The Union 

Cabinet will decide 
the talc of the 14 
mnHk grounded Indian Aii- 

lines Airbus A320s 
—a fflTXu — only attei the results 
DELHI ot the inquiry into 

the 14 Febi uary crash 
at Banealore arc known, maintains 
Union civil aviation minister Ant 
Mohammad Khan “We have placed 
the matter beto'^e the Cabinet,’ he 


A .section ot Indian Airlines person¬ 
nel have alieady criticised the decision 
to ground the 14 Airbu.scs before the 
inquiry was (.omplcte as “hasty” They 
aiguc that if the cause ol the crash is 
found to be pilot erroi. the grounding 
would prove a total waste They also 
say that they expect the Airbuses to be 
recommissioned “in the next ten 
days” Bui sources m the civil aviation 
minisiiv maint.iin that it is cloubtiul it 
ttiis would cvci happen 

.Sonic officials maintain lhai the 
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AIHms A3^: a controveraial flying machine 




says “It is for them to decide whethei 
or not to press the Airbuses back into 
service “ Meanwhile, Khan says, the 
aircraft are being maintained properly 
on the ground 

India will have to fulfil its contrac¬ 
tual obligations to the French manu¬ 
facturers, Airbus Industrie, he says 
Whatever aircraft had been bought 
would have ti^ be paid tor "But we do 
not want any more planes to arrive 
until the inquiry into the crash is com¬ 
plete,” Khan says, and stressed that it 
IS the Cabinet that will take the final 
decision 

The grounding of the Indian Air¬ 
lines Airbuses has been the longest in 
the history of civil aviation for any 
aircraft It has cau.sed a loss of Rs 22.5 
crores and a 30 per cent reduction in 
the airline’s passenger capacity It has 
also reduced its fleet to just 35 jets Of 
these one was recently damaged by a 
bird hit in Madras 


Airbuses cannot be pressed back into 
service unless the court ot inquiry, 
headed by Justice K Shivshankar 
Bhatt, gives a clear verdict on its air¬ 
worthiness Only such a verdict can 
restore the confidence of the passen¬ 
gers. they feel Owing to the con¬ 
troversy ovei the exact cause of the 
accident, the government is unlikely 
to take an arbitrary decision on resum¬ 
ing Airbus flights 

Other officials m the same ministry, 
however, believe that the planes will 
be re-mducted in a phased manner, at 
the rale ol two to three ancraft a 
week Indian Airlines has completed 
all preliminary checks on the aircraft, 
they maintain, and engineers and 
pilots have been regularly undergoing 
lefresher courses for flying the air- 
craft.So,while the controversy rages 
about Its safety standards, the fate of 
the aircraft hangs in the balance • 

NIrmal MHra/New DelM 
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Keeping options open 

The Bodo talks raise hopes of peace even as 
extremists go on the rampage 


A series of bomb 
blasts rocked Assam 
when the state was all 
- set tor the colourful 

festival of hihu After 
a period of consider- 
able lull, the Bodo 
ASSAM extremists, who are 

fighting for J sepa- 
late state of then own. struck on 12 
and n April by blowing up a truck, a 
tiain and a budge, and leaving several 
people de.al and many wounded 

On 12 April, seven - 

people—most of them 
#,.odos- were killed 
when the extremists 
blew up a loaded truck makeS 

the militants had .. j. .. 
obviouslv struck at the tllO SItllOtlOn 
wiong vehicle, for, then pOftiCIlloriy 

real target was a police 

van that was coming be- is uiv 

hind On the same day, state 

the exiicrnists biought govemment’s 

down a portion of the ^ . . 

Manas bridge by explod OeCISiOn tO 

iiig a pow'erful detonator treat the 

and severed the stale's Rmlne ah a 

load link with the rest of * li" * 

the countrv But even paf With Other 

befoie the people got plain tribais 

over the shock, the ex- 
tiemists struck again— ■■BH 

T ihis lime by derailing the _ 

the metre-gauge Doois F.xpress and 
the broad-gauge Avad Express The 
derailments, which occurred between 
Bijni and Chaprakata stations on the 
metre gauge ai.d between Fakiragram 
and Sesapani stations of the broad- 
guage sections of the Northern Fron¬ 
tier Railways, were caused by blown- 
up lailwav tracks The accidents left 
14 people dead and 5,^ m|urcd 
'rhesc incidents, aimed at disrupting 
the state road and rail lifelines and 
scuttling the fifth round of tripartite 
talks between the All Bodo Students 
Union (ABSU), the Centre and the 
state government, sent shock waves 
through the administration Initially, 
the involvement of a section of the 
ABSU leadership was suspected, but 
they vehemently denied having any 
^hnk with the violence. In fact, it was 
for the first time that ABSU president 
Upendra Brahma condemned the acts 


and said that agent provocateurs were 
behind the incidents 

Intelligence sources arc tightlipped 
about the elements responsible for 
these incidents They, however, hint 
at a nexus between the ULFA fUnited 
Liberation Front of Assam) and the 
more extremist Bodo groups operat¬ 
ing outside the control of the ABSU 
leadership It is widely believed that 
one such group, led by Prem Singh 
Brahma, has come into an under¬ 
standing with the L^LFA 


ing signs that the movement is going 
out of Its control Significantly, there- 
foie, the ABSU chief Brahma 
not only denied any link of his orga¬ 
nisation with the recent spate of vio¬ 
lence. bui foi the first time, conde¬ 
mned the acts 

The chief secretary of Assam, H.N. 
Das, who was a member of the Assam 
team at the New Delhi talks, de¬ 
scribed the formation of a working 
group as a move in the right direction. 
“There is such a vast gap between 
what they aie demanding and what 
could be offered that it is impossible to 
thrash out differences in a bigger 
forum,'' the chief secretary said. He 
also disclosed that the agreement re¬ 
garding the formation of the commit- , 
lee was pieceded by a senes of infor¬ 
mal meetings in which all the parties 



f From left) Pmwait, Brahma and Mahairta: a fnittfiii dlaloguo 


In the wake of the renewed spurt of 
violence by the Bodo extremists, ihe 
setting up of an eight-member pane) at 
the tripartite talks on IfS April to go 
into the Bodo cjuestion came as a 
welcome relief A proposal foi the 
formation of such a panel mooted l>v 
the ('entie and the st.ife government 
was earlier rejected by the ABSff and 
Bodo People’s Action ( ommittee 
(BPAC), because the demand for a 
separite state was noi included m the 


tried to find a way out The panel is to 
submit Its recommendations before 
Ihe next round of tripartite talks on 2 
July 

The Union minister of social wel¬ 
fare, Ram Vilas Paswan, has rejected 
outright the demand foi a separate 
state as “not feasible’’ And chief 
minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta 
ruled out the cication of autonomous 
districts lot the Bodos and other plains j 
tribes Malt.inia s call to the Bodo 


panel's terms of reference The posi- delegation to work out a realistic 
tion has not changed substantially fcsrmula acceptable to all 


even tow with the C'cntie reiterating 
Its opposition to any lurthei division 1 
of Assam, but the Bodo leaders de- 1 
cided to climb down The ABSU’s 1 
year-long and,often violent, agitation 1 
has so far achieved nothing. Instead, it 1 
has completely ruined, the economy ' 
and thrown life out ot gear. Moreover 
i the ABSU cannot ignore the disquiet- 


received well The ABSU suoremo, 
Upendra Brahma, discovered a “post- 1 
ttvc” note in the chiet minister’s j 
approach, though Mahanta virtually j 
rejected two of the three Bodo de- \ 
mands. Significantly, Mahanta ex- \ 
pressed his opposition to the forma- \ 

1 tion of an autonomous district council \ 
\ on the south bank of the Brahmaputra 
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only and was silent on the possibility 
ot granting autonomy to areas deman¬ 
ded for Bodoland. 

An agreement was, however, 

; reached on the fundamental Bodo 
; demand for effective devolution of 
power to the tribals The tr>paitiie 
meeting conceded the madequat’ ot 
the existing arrangements Ihe panel, 
which was formed, has been torm.illv 
asked to “work out det.iib of an 
administrative, politic.il and legal 
, arrangement for desolulion ot passers 
1 acceptable to all sesiions at the 
: people" 

! But the phrase atstpiahle lo all" 
j which was inserted at ihe insistence ot 
I the state government is seen as some- 
I thing vague and inipossihit to achieve 
i There are bound to he difterenscs m 
j perception, leel political observers 
; over what coiikl be considered a 
I realistic foimula toi tfie devolution ot 
I power What makes the situation pai- 
! ticularh tricks is the state govern- 
j ment's decision to tieat the Bodos on 
I a par wnth othei plain tribals and its 
I refusal t(s woik out any special I 
; arrangement lor the ni I Ins attitude ot j 
I the government is letlected iiVterms ot | 
; icference ot the panel, which is ex- ; 
1 pected to "recommend a suitable solu- \ 
I tion to the political and developmental i 
pioblems ot the tfodos and other plain } 
I tribes within the tiamework of the 
I C onstitution of linli.i 
, The stale goseinincnt has valid 
I reasons lor msisimg op this appioach 
: Tubal unrest is not ennlined to Ihe 
I Boilos alone, and anv separate 
arr.ingemcnt lor them is suit to en- 
; courage die othei ethnic groups to 
laise simiiai dernancis And it all the 
; plain tribal eommiimties aie lo he 
I given autonomy, the state will be 
, rodueeci tC) a contederation ol legional 
' units resulting in the dilution ol its 
constitutional authority 

Howevei, Biahma, though he 
; has vie'.comed the foimation of the 
1 panel as a "step forward”, has also 
! declaicd that its recommendations are 
i not binding on the AfkSLI and that it is 
j free to u iect ihempl thev tail to come 
up to It'- espectalion But the fael is 
I that the (laiul tiac iiol heeii lormed lo 
j examine the Ic.isihiltv ol lorming a 
I separate stale ol the Bodos but to find 
a solution to tlu eihinc pioblem within 
the paiameters o( ihi Oaie ot Assam 
So, it Brahma and hl^ h .lioweis do not 
systcmalieallv uiKir (Ijin expecta¬ 
tions, they iiiriv be in toi some di- 
appointmcnt in Ihe next round ol 
tnpartite talks.# 
RMJHChowdhury'Guwatuti 
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Nature in ruins 

The Congress(I) accuses the BJP of encouraging 
large-scale felling of trees in Bastar 


The forests ol Bastar 
are being threatened 
Former chief minis¬ 
ter Mot: I.al Vora of 
Ihe C'ongiess(l) has 
accused B a 1 1 r a m 
MADHYA Kashvap. the state’s 
I’RADI'Sit tribal wellare mims- 
mmmmmmmmmmmmm tCT. and OtllCI Bhar¬ 
atiya .lanata Party (BJP) leaders m 
Bastar ot eneouraging the illegal tell¬ 
ing of about one lakh trees during the 
last month and a hall 
Vora underti'ok an 
extensive tom ot this 
tribal dominated district 
and travelled about 4(K) 
kilometies accompanied 
by .laval Singh, a lormcr 
home minister and 
seveial Congressfl) 
leadeis from Bastar and 
Raipur districts The 
team, which visited Jag- 
dalpui, Narayanpur and 
Kondgaon, had to walk 
long stielches in lorest 
tracts where no vehicles 
could enter in ordei to 
collect lust-hand in- 
lormation 
In tiis report to the ('ongress(I) 
piesident Rapv Gandhi, and the Un¬ 
ion minister of state for environment 
Maneka Gandhi, Vora has coin- 
plamecl that the process of denudation 
began soon after the Lok Sabha polls 
last November and reached a feverish 
pitch on the eve of the Assembly polls 
in February, with the BJP playing a 
leading role in inciting the local tribals 
to resort to illegal felling 
According to Vora, BJP workers 
promised the tribals that any land 
cleared by them would become theirs 
7’hc party workers even said that if 
the BJP was voted to power, the party 
would issue pattas (ownership docu¬ 
ments) in respect of all such land 
Vora cites various instances where 
large-scale felling was carried out in 
response to this declaration 
The lormer chief minister told Sl'n- 
i>AY that I5,I)IK) trees were felled in 
Bhanpuri Assembly constituency of 
minister Baliram Kashyap who was 
the sitting BJP MLA Showing a host 
of photographs of the depredation 


' caused, Vora said that even though 
I the tribals loved trees, they were land- 
i hungry too The poor villagei, encour- 
i aged by the BJP's assurance, felled the 
j trees but has refused lo clear them as 
I no pattas have been issued after 
i the BJP came to power In his report, 

I Vor<i says that the tiees are lying in a 
number ol villages, and any visitor to 
the area could have a glimpse of the 
destruction that has been caused The 
report .ilso slates that even the 
Angervcli National Park and a leserve 


forest around it, about .JO km from 
Jagdalpui, have not been spared 
The C’ongressfl) team has secured 
the signed statements of about 60 trib¬ 
als from different villages, who have 
agreed to depose before any enquiry 
commission that might probe this well- 
engineered ecological scam. Mean¬ 
while, the state forest department has 
prosecuted about 100 tribals on 
charges of illegal felling The BJP has 
thereby committed a double fault, first 
by failing to issue the pattas for the 
cleared lands as promised by them 
before the Assembly elections, and 
then by instituting cases against those 
who responsed to its allurement 
Kashyap, has howevei. categorical¬ 
ly denied any involvement ot the BJP 
in the matter His argument is that the 
Congrcss(I) government, headed by 
Shyama Charan Shukla, was in power 
when the fellings had taken place. 
Kashyap wonders why the Congress(I) 
regime failed to take any action - 
against the offenders, especially if 
they were BJP workers. 
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Kashyap has accused the Congres- 
s(l) of trying to divert attention from 
Its own misdeeds by pointing an accus¬ 
ing finger at the BJP The minister has 
said that Thakur Jagat Pal Singh, a 
Congrcss(l) general secretary and 
member of the Rajya Sabha, had fel¬ 
led trees and sold timhei worth rupees 
one crore in Raigarh district when 
Vora Was the chief minister Kashyap 
has also said that a huge number of 
trees were felled around Bhopal dur¬ 
ing the ('ongress(I) rule and alsc> to 
facilitate the coiistiuction o( former 
chief minister Aijun Singh's Kerwa 
palace 

Apprehending that the C'ongicss(l) 
was going to trumpet the issue to 
embarrass the government, chief 
minister Sunder Lai Patwa. rushed a 
team of BJP leaders to Bastar to coun¬ 



ter the C'ongiess(l)'s eampaign The 
team ended its thiee-dav toui of the 


I 


I 

i 


district on IS April and Chandra 
' vShekhar Sahu, one of its members, 
told SuMiA-v that the Congicssdl’s 
charges wcie baseless. He said that 
the C'ongressff) was tiying to raise the 
bogey of denudation because it was 
alarmed by tne fact that the BJP had 
won the support of the tribals and was 
trying to make things difficult for them 
by accusing them of resorting to illegal 
felling Sahu has also tried to counter 
the Congress(I) by suggesting that 
Vora—while he was the chief minis¬ 
ter—had given pioteciion to Alvi 
Baba, one of the most notorious tim¬ 


ber smugglers in the state 
With both sides levelling charges 
against each other, the real issue is 
getting diffused behind a maze of con¬ 
flicting claims But even if Vota’s 
charges are partiallv true, the state 
government and the Union environ- 
f. mental ministry will have a lot to 
answer for • 

Mt.y. Kher/Raipur 


This land is my land 

Hmar militants step up their campaign for an 
autonomous district 


A tract of hillv land 
in north Mozoiam is 
iHCS fast tuiniiig out to be 

of the Hmar com- 
MIZORAM niunity, a disgruntled j 

tribe in the bolder ! 


denga's msuigviav which we could | 
wrap up aftei .i pioloneed peace talk.' i 
VMmi the 1 liii.i'' lu lescniing IS die ' 
alleged puiutis.’ .letu'ii hv the Mi/oi- 
ani armed pohic (MAP) .ig.imst the i 
UPC haidcoies even insidi south-west , 
Manipur whitli is dotted bi wooded ' 
vales having .i si/cnidc limai popuia- ; 
tion Accoidiiu’ to .1 list oi ,itroi tics i 


legion For the last i.J months, this I released bv the 1 !P(. tivc Hmaigih, ! 
Mongoloid tube has been waging .i ! mckiding two daiiciiteis ot I .dhiii.in- i 
relentless struggle, often using the gaia, diiector of iim Ihgeuce o| the | 
vintage pie-1442 weapons, agauist ! HPU, were ging r.i,>cd bv the M \P, ! 
the Mizoiam 

government f o i an 
autonomous district 
council under the sixth 
schedule of the Con¬ 
stitution in north Mizot- 
am bordering Manipur 

I hough no ma)Oi 
skirmish has been re¬ 
ported in the Hmai 
highlands rccentlv, the 
tone of the statements 
issued by the Hmar Peo¬ 
ple's C (invention 
(HPC).a three-year - old 
lorum of this backward 
tribe, IS becoming in- 
cieasinglv student and beihgetent L.ilnicicn.i I linai. a di ci pei w.is ; 
While .S Khuwa, its mfoimation Ivnched to di ,ith bv polue, hid V.inl- ' 
secretaiy, warns ol a "civil w.ii on the h.iii.i. .in llPt .ictivisi died m (lolice j 
Ai/.awl adiTiinistiation, HPC piesident custodv IheHPi le.uleis allege that j 
Hmmgchhuiighiiuiig. in a menioian- these wen p.i't o) uidiaioiv inea- 
diim to Piimc Ministei V'P Singh last suns In tin M \P in snidt out 'he 
week, has made it clear lh.it Ml’t | biewmg Hni.ir niovenu n: 
volunteers will give a befitting leplv " i ( hief iiiuiistc! 1 .iltli.mhawla told ■ 
if the Mizoram government continues 1 Si"s'I).m that his in'vcrnnienl was 
Its “atioeilics' on the Hm ■■ agitators 1 letidv Im [leacc talks with the HPC , j 
Such statements have piedictahlv j on the c(.'iidilion that its membeis I 
alarmed the Congrc'ss(l) goveinmeril I siiiiendci .ill <irms 'o lU.ue .i conge 
m the state There is .i giowing teeling | ni.il .itniospheie lor iicii talks But j 



in .Aizawl that the Hmar belligerence, i Hmmgchhiinghiuim’ says the cpiestion 


it not properly tav.k!ed now. is bound i ol arms surrender does not .inse 
til giaduate into insurgency Last \ Last week die llPt look their 
week, Mizoram's ICiP (inspector j clem.ind to Niew Delhi ,A si\ mernbei 
general ot police) l.aichhunga, along delecaiion led b\ 1 Imingchtnin- 
wiili a Hmar Congress(l) woiker. ghnung, apprised vp Singh ot the 


went to Hmarkhawhen, a quiet village iipsuige .imoiig the I 2*' l.ikli Hinars. 


m east Cachai, near the border ol | lime will onlv tell it Noitli Block can ’ 
both Mizoram and Manipui, to gauge I alloid to h ive .tiiofi c i lar.li iuc m the 
tlic extent ot Hmai militancv Said noith-easi when ii i-. vtt to m.ikc aiiv ! 
CL Ruala, Mizoram’s soft-spoken breaklhiough m the etioii to solve the i 
home minister, “It would be unfortun- Mampur .ind Naga insuigeiieies • i 
ate if another insurgency rears its head Santanu Ghoah/Aizawl and 1 

in Mizoram We had enough of Lai- Churachandpar 
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POLITICS 



Chief miniBter Sharad Pawar: ignoring partymen 


Under pressure 


Congress dissidents corner Sharad Pawar 




grasp the nuances of gov¬ 
ernance, they are in¬ 
creasingly relying on the 
bureaucracy to bail them 
out of tricky situations. The 
result the bureaucracy in 
Maharashtra has begun to 
assert Itself like never be¬ 
fore Said an insider: “Even 
the junior-most bureaucrat 
is feeling important these 
days.” 

No wonder, the 
bureaucracy is influencing 
key appointments and 
many of them are even 
occupying positions of pow¬ 
er Take, for instance, the 
recent appointment of K. 
Padmanabiah, a former 
sales tax senior officer, as 
commissioner of the Bom¬ 
bay Municipality. True, 
there were very few takers 
of the prized post primarily 
because any government 
appointee would have to 
face a difficult time in the 
Shiv Sena-ruled municipal¬ 
ity But the bureaucracy 
managed to successfully 
wangle the post for one of 
Its members. And insiders 
aver that this was possible 
because municipal affairs is 
under a junior minister, 
who has little time to attend 
to CIVIC matters 


hen Sharad Pawar re- the various departments he looks at¬ 
tained Maharashtra lei—ranging from home and labour to 
for the Congress in the employment and environment. The 
last Assembly elec- state of Arun Ciujarathi is no better 
tions in the lace of a Officials ul the general administration 


total rout of the party in central and 
northern India, he was hailed as a 
saviour by all sections of the state 
Congress—loyalists and dissidents 
But no sooner had Pawar been sworn 
m as chief minister for the second term 
running and formed his ministry, it 
was back to the same old game of 
factional politics And the CM himself 
is to be blamed for if Pawar formed a 
Cabinet so small that it left most 
minister aspirants disillusioned 
Pawar’s two-tiei ministry, compris¬ 
ing Cabinet ministers and just 
seven mlnlster^ of stale, is not only top 
heavy but an overburdened one as 


There are other instances of 
bureaucrats swinging policy decisions 
It was a long-standing tradition that all 
senior appointments were announced 
to the press as soon as a firm decision 
department (GAD) have not seen was taken on the matter Thus it often 
then minister for quite some time happened that senior bureaucrats 
since Gujarathi is too busy with the came to know of the changes from the 
other portfolios—land reforms and newspapers. No longer Now a deci- 
welfarc, protocol, employment sion has been taken to first inform the 
guarantee scheme and information bureaucrat in charge of the particular 
and publicity to name a few—under department, who would in turn pass 
him. And Shyam Ashtekar spends on the news to the press, 
most of his time shuttling around the 

departments of industry, social wel- Mantralaya sources indicate that the 
fare, excise, sports, health and tour- sole reason behind all this is the 
ism Since most of the ministers of enormous burden on the ministers. 


state are new faces, they are having a 
trying time managing business. 

Whatever be the aim of Sharad 
Pawar’s strategy of appointing 


well. The junior ministers hold as i greenhorns to look after so many key 


many as six to eight portfolios each 
and they clearly cannot cope with the 
tremendous work pressure hor inst¬ 
ance, on most days, Arun Mehta sits 
late into the night ;o dispose of files of 


who are forced to leave even key 
decisions to bureaucrats. The only 
way out perhaps is to expand the 
Cabinet, but Sharad Pawar is in no 
mood to oblige. Jayantrao Tilak, 


departments, the immediate fallout chairman of the Upper House, told 


has been a total confusion within the 
Mantralaya—the seat of the govern- 


newsmen recently that he is sure that 
"there would be no expansion till after 


ment in Maharashtra And since most the budget session”. Which means 
of the junior ministers are yet to that no more ministers would be 


SIMMY law 









added to the existing team in the next 
three months 

O ne reason why Sharad Pawar is 
turning a deaf ear to repeated 
demands by Congressmen to expand 
the Cabinet is perhaps because he is 
convinced that even though some of 
his colleagues are making noises, they 
are incapable of ganging up against 
him. 

But those who thought that Sharad 
Pawar will challenge the authority of 
Congress president Rajiv Gandhi are 
sadly mistaken Even though Pawar 
rules Maharashtra, instructions come 
from the high command. The appoint¬ 
ment of Shushil Kumar Shinde as 
president of the Maharashtra Pradesh 
Congress Committee (MPCC) is a 
classic example The chief minister 
wanted Shinde to relinquish his charge 
of the urban development portfolio 
once Shinde was elected chief of the 
MPCC But Rajiv Gandhi apparently 
insisted that Shinde hold both the 
posts and Pawar readily obliged his 
party boss 

Pawar can. however, least afford ic 
dwell on the slight over Shinde’s 
appointment With the budget session 



Shinde: holding dual posts 


not veiy fai off. the chief minister’s 
immediate concern is the wafer-thin 
majority that his party commands in 
the Assembly In a House of 2S8. the 
Congress has a strength of 142 mem¬ 
bers Of course, Pawar’s government 
has the support of 11 independents. 
Though a couple of desertions will not 
actualls bnng down the government as 
It did in neighbouring Cioa, but the 
fear that Pawar may not be able to 
push through key legislations persists 
And such a feeling is not entirely 
unfounded in the last session, tor 
instance. P.iwai and his men lost face 


when the crucial Zilla Parishad Bill 
was defeated in the lower House. 

A section of the Congress camp in 
Maharashtra has alleged that the cnief 
minister is trying to divert the alien- 
tion of the people from pressing issues 
by raking up the age-old A R Antu- 
lay case There is a stiong suspicion in ; 
the state's piilitical circles that B.S. ! 
More, the person who has filed a 1 
petition in court lor the prosecution of j 
the formei chief minister on charges of I 
corruption, is acniallv a front-man of 1 
Sharad Paw'ar The allegation to say ! 
the least, fi.is embarrassed the chief ; 
minister cc'iisideiabiy 

And there are other tricks that the 
dissidents are j'laying Some of then 
are reportedly seeking legal opinion 
on moves to topple tiie present gov¬ 
ernment One sueb strategy involves 
the resignation ol 2.S to 27 party MLAs 
from the House 

But tticse are speculations and the 
chief minister’s suppoitcrs avei that 
all Congressmen will ultimately have 
to rally round Pawar since he alone is 
capable of warding off the BJP-Shiv 
Sena threat Aftei all, suiMval comes 
before anything else • 

<Mga TeUia/Bombay 
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Press-gang tactics 


Syed Ashrafs version of how V.P. Singh forged Opposition unity 


I t’s hard to say if he’s serious. But if 
Prime Minister V P Singh’s for¬ 
mer secretary, Syed Ashraf’s 
claims are to be believed, he has a 
document in his possession that could 
seriously embarrass his ex-employei 
This, Ashraf says, is a press release 
Singh was on the point of issuing when 
he was head of the Jan Moicha It 
contains the names of seven polititians 
whose foreign bank accounts Singh 
had ordered Fairfax Inc ol the US to 
investigate when he was finance minis¬ 
ter under Rajiv Gandhi 

His .sole purpose, Ashral says, was 
to ‘force’ troublesome politicians to 
cooperate with him in his hid to lorge 
a united Opposition The statement, 
which was eventually withheld, names 
Arun Nehru. N T Rama Rao, Biju 
Patnaik, Ramakrishna Hegdc, Geoige 
Fernandes and two others 

Ashiaf quit his post as V' P Singh’s 
secretary in Septembei '3’he 

politician from Karnataka alleges that 
he took this step because of the Raid's 
“association with the CIA” And how 
did he get hold tit the press statement 
he IS now threatening to lelease’’ “I 
found a copy of it lying with me after 1 
left him (Singh)," Ashraf explains 
V P Singh was Rajiv Gandhi’s fi¬ 
nance minister until February 1987 In 
1986, he commissioned Fairfax Inc of 



SYED ASHRAF 


the US to investigate the foreign 
accounts of several Indian politicians 
A controversy erupted over the 
propriety of using a foreign agency 
with CIA links to look into the affairs 
of Indian politicians Singh was shifted 
to defeuce and subsequently expelled 
from the Congress(I) He swore to 
bring the Opposition together to fight 
the Rajiv Gandhi regime. Ashraf re¬ 
calls that he was deter- y.p, sinqh 
mined to forge Opposi- iBITmE 
tion unity by hook or by 
(.rook Hence the pi ess 
release about the list of 
Opposition leadeis he 
had planned to investi- 
gate—a chit of paper ^B 
whuh. according to 
Ashraf. was meanf to ^B 
lorce his detractors to ^B 

m BBIIi^^_i 

— ^ 

Ashraf has a document x 
which could seriously , 
embarrass his | 

ex-employer. The PM, if : 
his former secretary is to { 
be believed, used this to | 
'force' troublesome | 
politicians to cooperate I 
with him i 


Ashraf claims that the 
ploy w'ds a great success 
"By including the name 
of Arun Nehru, V P 
Singh managed to force 
Nehru and his entire 
group to start backing 
him, ■ he says This in¬ 
cluded Manavendra 
Singh. Anadi Charan 
Das, Arif Mohammad 
Khan, Satpal Malik, 
V C Shukla, Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed and 
Chandra Mohan Singh 
Ncgi Arun Nehru and 
his friends were, at that 
time, considering going 
back to the Congress 
But Ashraf claims that 
the list’ scared Nehru 


Singh’s Jan Morcha in October 1987. 

Later, V.P Singh also managed to 
‘win over’ the Janata Party leaders— 
Ramakrishna Hegde, Biju Patnaik 
and George Fernandes—whose names 
were also on the list N 7 Rama Rao, 
too. was made to cooperate Ashraf 
claims that because he knew his name 
was on the list, Rama Rao eventually 
accepted V P Singh as the convenor 


into opting for ’V.P. 


of the National Fiont 

Ashraf’s claims sound fantastic 
Was It a mere ‘statement’ that shaped 
the destiny of the Opposition and 
eventually made V P Singh India's 
Prime Minister'^ “Not exactly," replies 
Ashral “But it was part of his (V P 
Singh's) policy of divide and lule And 
he IS still at it ’’ 

Ashraf now complains of being fol¬ 
lowed by Intelligence Bureau sleuths 
on orders of the Prime Minister. “I 
was recently told that if I did not 
surrender to V.P. Singh within 15 
days, 1 would be in serious trouble,” 
he complains But he refuses to give 
in He has written two letters to the 
Prime Minister In the first, he has 
reminded him about his commitment 
to disclose the names of the recipients 
of the Bofors kickbacks within a 
month of coming to power. In the 
second, he has drawn Singh’s atten¬ 
tion to his earlier bid to investigate the 
foreign accounts of many who are now 
his colleagues in the party and the 
government 

But what IS Ashraf waiting for? 
When will he reveal Singh’s state¬ 
ment? “I will make the letter public at 
the opportune moment,” he says 
cryptically • 

Nlrtnal Mitrm/New Dalhl 









The killer feast 

Severed die of food poisoning in a village near Lucknow 


T he feast proved to be fatal. On 
IS April, all roads led to Raipur 
village on the fringes of Basti 
town, about 190 km from Lucknow 
where Chaudhary Mewa Lai, a sup¬ 
plier of building materials and a small 
landowner was celebrating his engage¬ 
ment. Nearly 3S0 people had been 
invited for the tilak ceremony. Hardly 
had the first batch of 100 guests begun 
eating, when disaster struck. Some of 
the people threw up immediately, 
and were gripped by fits 
and convulsions. 


At first, these symp¬ 
toms were seen as 
epileptic fits, but when 
more people began to 
show the same signs, it 
became obvious that it 
was a case ot food 
poisoning. According to 
Dr S.K. Agarwal, chief 
medical officer at the 
Basti Civil Hospital, the 
poison was contained in 
the puris, and his 
observation is corrobo¬ 
rated by eyewitnesses 
who say that the cooking 
oil or the flour was con¬ 
taminated, but probably 
it was the latter, because 
none of the victims suf¬ 
fered from diarrhoea. 
Contaminated oil, the 
doctor explained, con¬ 
tains the anjimone mex- 
acone group of toxins 
which causes diarrhoea. 
Dr Agarwal believes 
diat the flour probably 
contained some com¬ 
pound of phosporous or 
sulphur that are present 
in pesticides. Mewa Lai, 
however, rules out any 
such posribility, saying 
that the wheat was 
grown on his own field 
and was soaked for a 
whole day in water be¬ 
fore being ^und into 
flour. Beades, since he 
is a seasoned fanner, be 
claims he knew exactly 


wHhat quantities of pesticides were to 
be used. 

Once the gravity of the situation 
dawned on the people, the affected 
were rushed to the nearby ho^ital. 
But there were worse things in store 
for them. At the Basti Civil Hospital, 
there was only one doctor and a hand¬ 
ful of nurses to attend to them, and 
worst of all no medicines. The fact 
that doctors belonging to the UP Pro¬ 
vincial Medical Services had gone on 



(Top) Faflanls undaiviins traatmant aA the Basti CivN HoapHai; 
Iha r e latlw oflhavIcthaKwIioIg twip o nB iile? khish 






an indefinite strike from 4 April to 
press for their demands (see Sunday, 
22—28 April} ^ complicated matters. 
Nearly SO out ot the IIS victims who 
were sent to the Basti hospital died for 
want of medical care. Many perished 
on the way to the hospital. The bodies 
of those who died at the hospital were 
carried away by their relatives, who 
did not want to get involved in the 
procedural complications of a p^j.s; 
mortem. This made it difficult to 
determine the exact 
number of casualties. 
While the district admi¬ 
nistration placed the toll 
at 64, independent 
observers said the num¬ 
ber could be as high as 
85. 


The administration, 
which acted surprisingly 
fast, forced medical 
stores to open that night 
and even requisitioned 
the services of 12 private 
practitioners. But the 
measures proved to be 
grossly inadequate. To 
press in more doctors, it 
ordered the release of 21 
medicos of the district 
who were arrested dur- 
ing the strike. Strange- 
KHisHAN sAiiH ly, 0006 Ot ihcm showed 
up at the hospital until 
the next morning. Repe¬ 
ated summons from the 
administration went un¬ 
heeded. It was only 
when they were told that 
the members of the vic¬ 
tims’ families and the 
local people were ex¬ 
tremely agitated and 
that the administration 
would not be able to 
protect them in the 
event of an outbreak of 
mass fury that the doc¬ 
tors reported to work, 
on 17 April, two days 
after the tragedy. But by 
then it was too late. • 
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Dandavate vs dandavate 


If charity 
begins at 
home, so do agitations. 
Ask Madhu Dandavate. 
The finance minister 


the Mafaila Dakshata 
Samiti at home, the 
organisation protesting 
the recent steep rise in 
prices. And leading the 


was recently gheraoed by I ambush was none other 


Saibaba 

FOREVER 



can 

take a President 
out of politics, 
but you can’t 
take politics out 
of a President. 

Well, not if he’s 
Junius R. 

Jayewardene, 
anyway. 

The former 
Sri Lankan head 
of state was re- Si*y»S«IBdtaaill)ai«l hmtaaJay 

cently in India, to call on I mediate in the current 


Satya Sai Baba at his 
Puttapurthi ashram. 
But, apparently, there 
was more to the visit 
than met the eye. 
Jayewardene, insisted 
insideTS, was here on a 
seoet mission: to con¬ 
vince the Sai Baba to 


dispute between New 
Delhi and Colombo. 
Evidently, President R. 
Premadasa is an ardent 
devotee of the curly- 
haired producer of Ome¬ 
ga watches, and would 
abide by the Baba’s ver¬ 
dict. 


than the minister’s wife, 
Pramila Dandavate, who 
is also president of Ae 
Samiti. 

Hectoring Dandavate 
on the hardships his 
budget had wrought on 
the common man, the 
ladies enunciated 
several measures to 
bring prices down. 

The minister lis¬ 
tened them out 
patiently (hav¬ 
ing very little 
Hw choice in the 

matter) and prom¬ 
ised to do his best to im¬ 
prove the situation. 

No doubt, the Danda- 
vates made up soon after 
this minor confronta¬ 
tion. After all, Pramilaji 
hadn’t taken on her hus¬ 
band in the full glare of 
the TV cameras h la 
Rani Sita Devi. 




The godman has, re¬ 
portedly, already had a 
secret meeting with V.P. 
Singh in this connection. 
So, will it be another 
Indo-Sri Lankan accord 
instead of the obHgatory 
vibhuU at the n^ dar- 
Shan? 

Watd) this space. 


He HAS THE 
TIME, AFTER 
ALL 


When he 
took over as 
anchor person for the 
Channel Four chat 
show. On The Odier 



pathiniuiice tMa ttma 

Hand, targeted at the 
Asian community in En¬ 
gland, Shekhar Kapur 
was asked whether he’d 
do a similar programme 
for Doordarshan. 

No, said the hirsute 
charmer, “I don’t have 
the time.” 

Fair enough. 

But obviously, 
Shekhar has since re¬ 
vised his schedule, or 
there’s more to Kavita 
Chaudhary than the Surf 
(Lalitaji) ad, for Kapur 
has agreed to play the 
male lead in the sequel 
to Udaan. (Remember 
the serial on a female 
police officer that once 
regaled television view¬ 
ers at prime time?) 

Udaan II will tell 
the story of the emotion¬ 
al maturation of the 
heroine and Shekhar, by 
all accounts, will 
merit more than the 
three-second appear¬ 
ances he was fobbed off 
with the first time round. 
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Ustad Ain|ad All Khan: no to tobacco companies 

Smoked out 

It took one Ustad Amjad Ali Khan 
venerable seemed to have a point 
classical musician to when he took on the 

stand up for another. And sarod maestro 


A let the highly-rated se- 

LYQUE rials continue beyond 

C'UrWMC' TUC deadline; introduce 

onDWo I Hh methods to gauge view- 

\A/AV ership levels and audi- 

VVMY ence reaction; reconsti¬ 

tute the boards of Prasar 
Raj''' Bharati and bring down 

‘v Raj and the price of colour tele- 

^ breakfast meetings with vision sets to Rs 1,000. 

* Prime Minister Gandhi And most important; 

may be a thing Alyque PadamM*: craative 

“ of the past. But 
Lintas chief and 
^ theatre person 
C Alyque Padam- 
I see hasn’t tired 
S of handing out 
f gratuituous advice as to 
I how Doordarshan fare 
I could be substantially 

I improved. 

At a Rotary Club 
meeting organised in 
Bombay, Padamsee held 
forth on how television 
could be redeemed m 
the country Hissugges 
tions: scrap the 13-week 
time period for spon- 
1 sored programmes and 




government for its indif- a 
fcrence towards the clas- :<* 
sical music scene in 
general and Pandit Ravi ? 
Shankar in particular. > . 

The immediate Si’ 

provocation for 

Ustad saab’s ■ 
outburst was the 
function held 
to felicitate 
Panditji on his 70th ' 
birthday. Fumed Khan 
(with thick black smoke 
coming out of his ears), 

The government should 
itself have taken the de¬ 
cision to felicitate the 
maestro, instead of let¬ 
ting a tobacco company 
take the initiative...No¬ 
thing can be more dis¬ 
tressing than the govern- , 
ment’s apathy towards a | 
genius whose contribu- 
tion to Indian classical ■ 
music has no parallel.” v 


appoint a creative direc¬ 
tor for Doordarshan. 
‘imagine running a 
newspaper without an 
editor or an advertising 
agency without a crea¬ 
tive director,” said 
Padaimsee. 

Likely candidates'^ 
Well, you could try 
smart Alyque himself, 
iflrector, Doordarshan? 



Of THE CART 


Question; 
what do you 
do to retain your sanity 
when you’re serving 
time in the rural de¬ 
velopment ministry? 

Well, if you’re Vinod 
Chandra Pande,you 
write the “heartfelt story 
of the Fairfax years” in 
verse. 

Yes, that's how the 
Raja’s cabinet secretary 



Vinod Pande: vorse and 
worse 

describes his latest col¬ 
lection of poems titled 
Upsamhar (Epilogue). 
Pande, who's been at 
poetry writing for years 
altogether, publishing 26 
books in all, hasn’t 
found too wide a read¬ 
ership as yet 

But the Fairfax poems 
could well change all 
that. If you have any 
doubts try this one called 
Aatank (Terror): 

They are dictating 
their report 
Proving that what I 
did was wrong 
Justice Thakkar and 
Natarajan will give 
me suffering as a gift 
Will the animosity of 
the state last? 

Will I get off the cart? 




71 











Race-struck 


Datta Samant tries his trade unionist tactics 
at Bombay's Mahalaxmi course 


F or years racing has been re¬ 
garded as the rich man’s 
sport and the Bombay race 
course as the richest and 
best racing centre in the 
country. The high stakes, the frenetic 
betting on racing days, the Mercedes 
Benzes sweeping into the Mahalaxmi 
Race Course, and the reign of the 
champagne-and-caviar brigade on 
Derby days, have all contributed to 
the aura of the upmarket sport But it 
took a diehard trade unionist such as 
Dr Datta Samant to expose the grime 
beneath the glitter. The rebellion 
brewing among the syces or the stable- 
hands, at the Roval Western India 
Turf Club (RWITC) came out in the 
open when a l,0(X)-odd syces struck 
work on l.S Apnl 

Datta Samant, pleading the case of 
the syces at the ministerial level, main¬ 
tained that their service conditions 
were abysmal, and that they would not 
resume work until all their demands 
were conceded The owners offered a 
50 per cent hike in wages, but even 
that didn’t satisfy the trade union lead¬ 
er. The stake, he insisted, would con¬ 
tinue till the bitter end. But the in¬ 
tervention of Maharashtra minister of 
state for home Arun Mehta made the 
strikers see reason On 21' April the 
strike was called off. but not before it 
had put the fear of Datta Samant into 
the Bombay racing authorities. 

The decision was so sudden that 
even the Western India Trainers Asso¬ 
ciation (WIT A),which had been neg¬ 
otiating with the Race Course Kam- 
gar Union led by Divekar, for a rise in 
the syces’ pay packet, was taken by 
surprise Says T Colasso, chief secur¬ 
ity officei of the RWITC “The syces 
had a contract with the Divekar umon 
which ends on 31 May this year. But 
even before that contract expired they 
joined the Datta Samant union. On 14 
April they gave a 15-day stake notice. 
But the very next day they went on a 
flash strike " 

Datta Samant had, obviously, 
caught the WITA and the RWITC on 
the wiong foot Without the syces 
(who are employed by the trainers on 
behalf of the horse owners) to “roll 
the horses", feed them and look into 
their daily needs, the authorities were 
in a fix. There arc about 1,000 thor¬ 
oughbreds on the premises of the 
club—some of them priced at several 
lakhs of rupees—and there w;,s no one 
to tend to them. And the lack of exer¬ 
cise could prove fatal. 

It took the authorities four days to 
regroup themselves, and organise 


volunteers who led and rolled the 
horses under police protection. 
Amateur aders, horse-lovers, owners, 
and anybody with a little knowledge of 
horseflesh was roped in. But by then, 
one horse had already died of colic. 
And, as Ivor Fernandes, secretary of 
the WITA, and expert trainer warned: 
“Another 10-20 horses could get these 
colic attacks if the strike continues.” 

Another consequence of the strike 
was the loss in business which, accord¬ 
ing to official sources, could be any¬ 
thing between Rs 3 to Rs 5 crores, for 


the five days of racing lost due to the 
strike Says Major P.R.K. Jacob, 
secretary of the RWITC- “One can’t 
predict how much the club would have 
earned during these five days because 
revenues depend on attendance.” 

But the stake didn’t just affect the 
revenues of the club. The government 
also lost out by way of taxes. Fortu¬ 
nately, for the club authorities, train¬ 
ers and horse-owners, the syces’ strike 
came at the fag-end of the racing sea¬ 
son in Bombay. “We were to have 
moved to Pune anyway,” says trainer 
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The stables at Mahalaxml Race 
Course: no syces in sight 

Cooji Katrak. “Only now wt* have 
been forced to move our hoises a 
week in advance ” 

W ith losses mounting everyday, it 
was in the interests ot the horse- 
owners, trainers and club authorities 
to arrive at a compromise The solu¬ 
tion evaded them, but not for want of 
trying; the trainers’ association made 
an offer which many in the racing busi¬ 
ness feel was a very generous one 
Says Major Jacob “They offered to 
hike up the syces' wages by almost 50 
per cent of their present earnings (it 
amounts to Rs 450), which is most 
generous by any standards. But, 
obviously, they think that they can ask 
for the moon and get it.” 

Concurs Gautam Kotwal, editor of 
The Indian Thoroughbred “It was a 


fair offer, since they get accommoda¬ 
tion and the previous union had been 
totally ineffective in getting them their 
dues. Samant has definitely succeeded 
in getting them much more.” Kotwal 
argues that their intransigent attitude 
IS not going to get them a better deal- 
“Because, ultimately it’s the owners 
who pay for their wages. And even 
though Bombay racing is supposed to 
be the richest and the best, owners 
can’t afford a 100 per cent hike That’s 
because the stake money, when com¬ 
pared to the cost of a horse and its 
maintenance, is not good enough.” 

But Samant and his workers were 
not willing to listen to these arguments 
.Says Samant, “The.sc horses are tre¬ 
ated like VVlPs whereas the men who 
slog from 5 am to midnight keeping 
their stables clean, feeding them, ex¬ 
ercising them, have service conditions 
which arc absolutely appalling. They 
get no clearness alio-a 
wance, no provident 
fund, there is no ESIf 
j (Employees State Insur- 
j ance) scheme though 
most of them have been 
working there for 20 
yeais And what is a 50 
per cent rise to a person 
who has been earning 
Rs 4(K) 01 Rs 500'^” 

Dana Samant’s in¬ 
transigence had only 
one fallout the trainers 
were now determined to 
“break the strike”, come Datta Samant: 
what may While the “What is a 50 per 
jockeys, who were in- cent rise tO a 
itially reported to have 
been on the side of the P®f^SOn WnO h^ 
syces, and the riding been earning Rs 
boys pledged their 400 Or Rs 500?’^ 

allegiance to the train- ____ 

ers, the latter began ■■■■ 

moving their hc'rses to Pune Says Pesi 
Shroff, champion jockey, 'fhe syces’ 
demands were legitimate anti I was in 
favour of them being paid moie be¬ 
cause they are an important part of the 
mdusTv. now that the sport has much 
more money with industrial business 
houses sponsoring so many events ” 

T he strike may have had the rac¬ 
ing fraternity in a fix, but it 
helped divert attention from the spate 
of controversies that champion jock¬ 
eys and expert trainers have been in¬ 
volved in Only last month, one of the 
best and brightest jockeys, Aslam 
Kader was suspended by the RWITC 
for “fixing” a race, and debarred from 


racing for three years. Imtiaz Seth, a 
champion trainer, was suspended for 
nine months after his horse, Lyoz 
Chanette tested positive to steroids. 
Bezan Chenoy, yet another trainer, 
was said to be involved in a drug scan¬ 
dal but was later cleared. 

Says Colasso. “It’s not just an Indi¬ 
an phenomenon. It’s there on a much 
larger scale m the West ” Adds Pesi 
Shroff “Most of these stories that one 
gets to hear about fixing races are 
rumours. It's very difficult lor any 
jockey to pull it off, firstly, because he 
IS being watched constantly on close 
circuit TV, and secondly, no cham¬ 
pion jockey will want to jeopardise his 
entire career by doing something stu¬ 
pid like that ” 

But, obviously, thcic are people 
like Kader who are willing to take the 
risk, what with the slakes being as 
high as they are A jockey could pock¬ 
et anything between Rs 50,000 and Rs 



T. Coiasso: “Datta 
Samant gave a 15 
day notice but 
went on a flash 
strike the next 
day” 


1 lakh foi “pulling a favourite" while 
the bookmaker could gain much 
more, sometimes as much as Rs 10 
lakhs The higher the stakes, the grea¬ 
ter the possibility ot trainers injecting 
their horses with steroids. 

But despite the many instances of 
wrong-doing, Bombav is still best- 
known as the richest and best racing 
centre in the country And now that 
the syces’ strike is off, despite 
Samant’s protestations (“the syces are 
fighting an emotional battle and will 
stick by me to the end”), it will be 
business as usual at the Mahalaxmi 
Race Course.* 

Adtt* ChatHtrJee^Bombay 
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■ arha, another eminent¬ 
ly forgettable Bombay film 
product. IS trying desper¬ 
ately to make a comeback 
And by the look of it she is 
making all the wrong 
moves 

During the shooting of 
Raj Kumar Kohli’s Pati 
PatniAur Tawaif, she did I 
hei best to outdo Salma 
Agha's garish make-up and 
outfits (no mean task that) 
Once Salm.i's back was 
tuined, of course, she came 
out With the choicest of 
abuses 

As if I hat was not 
enough, she insisted on 
wealing a belt over her 
sari -like Salma again— 
with scant regard for hei 
obese figure, and ended up 
looking quite awful. 

And that takes care of 
her comeback plans Tor 
the moment, at least. 



Dharamendra: mama is 
belter 

P 

■ oor Dhaiam. his ego 
has taken ijuite .1 battering 
ot late, w'hat with produc¬ 
ers preferiing hcia Sunnv 
and hi^ daughters pietcr- 
ring mama 1 lema 
Appaicntlv, boih fsha 
and Aahana believe that 
their mother is the most 
beautiful lady in the world, 
and papa Dharam isn't anv 
thing to write home alsuut 
Thus, while tsha pieeiis 
with pride when told that 
she IS the spitting image ot 
Hema, little Aahana takes 
grave offence at any talk to 
the effect that she takes 



Farha: desperate moves 

altei hci lather it's all loud 
wails and "No. I Icrok like 
mummy too!" from the lit¬ 
tle one, while an embtiiras- 
sed Malini desperately tries 
to convince her that papa's 
not so bad, after all 

;^\mrita Singh is not the 
type who would waste 1 
words on anyone So her 
recent effusiveness over 
anything connected with 
Mahesh Bhatt should be re¬ 
garded as highly suspect. 

She thinks Mahesh Bhatt is 
the best director this side of 
the Suez She thinks he is 
simply wonderful with his 
co-stars and ..the list is 
endless 


Now after seeing Daddy 
she’s raving about Mah- 
esh’s ben Pooja Bhatt. Of 
course, she makes sure all 
the raving is done within 
Daddy’s ear-shot. Obvious¬ 
ly she is desperate enough 
to try anything, even Bhatt, 
to make a comeback of 
sorts. 

Remember Jugal Han- 
sraj, the light-eyed poppet 
who won every cinema- 
goers heart with his scene- 
stealing perlormancc in 
Shekhar Kapur's Masooin? 

Well, Hansraj has grown 
up now, and is all set for a 
film caree'lr. Manmohan 
Desai will have the pri¬ 


vilege of introducing the 
new improved Jugal to 
cine-audiences But it's du¬ 
bious honour at best, if one 
goes by past history. Every 
child actor of note—Master 
Raju, Satyajit, Mayur and 
Sachin—has proved a gon¬ 
er in his adult roles. 

But who knows, Hansraj 
might just break the jmx 


I t's incredible but true 
the ever-produetive flop 
machine from the south, 
Meenakshi Seshadii, still 
has her admiieis Some ot 
them, uiitortunately. a little 
too ardent for comfort 
Recently, while filming a 
fight sequence on a Juhu 
load. Seshadri came up 
against one such fan No 
siHiner had hci take been 
okayed, that this enterpii-,- 
mg soul lumped the sccui- 


MmiwImM Smbadri: sfw 
stin has her admirers 

ity cordon, and betoie you 
could say lee-maiden', had 
the actress clasped in a 
passionate embrace 
While the unit hands 
gawked in amazement (and 
some amusement), 
Meenakshi took matters 
into her own hands The 
danda, which had only mi¬ 
nutes ago been used on the 
screen goondas, descended 
on the real-lite roadside 
Romeo. A few thwacks la¬ 
ter. the considerably chas¬ 
tened voyeur was handed 
over to the police. And an 
iinfazed Seshadri continued 
with the shoot. • 
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CAPITAL MATTERS 


ANURAG MATHUR 


The right bureaucrat 

How to pick one out and then cultivate him 


urcducrats look. 
1 deceptivclv like 
evervbodv else 
■’> a They have a head, 
4 ,a body, two legs 

though visitois 
may be lorgiven tor harbouring the 
delusion that they have been supplied 
b\ a eonsideiate prosidenee with more 
arms than the most well-endowed 
deity, to better enable them to aceept 
the otferings heaped on them by a 
grateful aiul msisteiil citizenry But, of 
course, they are not like everyone 
else 

A new ariival lo Delhi anxious to 
meet and cultivate the right buieauc- 
lat will be battled b\ the tael that 
there aie ainiies ottheni'.ol all shapes 
si/es and (uiours How is Ik lo identity 
whom totawn over' i iist, he must rule 
out the non-cenlial seivu.es and |iinior 
bureaucrats I ties certainly have a 
role, but it's a secondarv one and 
invoked onlv altei the higher levels 
have been propitiateil Who then ate 
the true buieaucrats ’ 

The le.'il bureaucial in Delhi is a 
peison who is iriilv terrified that 
somebody, somewhere, who 'is not a 
bureaucrat, mav be making monev 
This IS the olticial lest tor bureaucrat- 
hood Nest IS tire belief that all a 
businessman has t(i di) lo make money 
IS to set up a company and instantly 
torrents of money naturally black, 
engulls him The thought of all this 
mrrney makes even hardened buieauc- 
lats weep bilteily 

Having obtained these two clues, 
the seeker looks turthei In earlier 
days It was much simpler /Ml you had 
to do was lo find the I A ,S initials 
alongside a name and it would be sate 
to grovel your way on hands and knees 
through the door loday. alas, the 
world is more complex bor one, there 
ts the rnfcrnal lAAS whose sole job 
seems to be to rejoice in the misguided 
salaams of the multitude who mistake 
them for then more abbreviated 
brethren Besides, all sorts ol piofes- 
sors and scientists .md assorted others 
have materialised in positions o( pow¬ 
er who are not even from the govern¬ 
ment services 


However, they too can be recog¬ 
nised because they have adopted the 
attitudes of the IAS to such a degree 
that It can today be truly sard that the 
IAS IS less a service than a frame ol 
mind.This mind-set is characterised by 
an all-knowing wisdom that sets every¬ 
body's teeth on edge, paiticularly 
journalists, since, as the world knows, 
the only people who know everything 
about everything are journalists 



in tents outside a flat rhoiigh they 
pose no thieat lo him, he must not 
make the mistake ol assuming ihat the 
guards indicate that the occupant must 
be a m.in ot \;ist import.mcc It mcielv 
means that the jierson was so un- 
popukii with hi^ collcxigues that thev 
once man.igeil to have him jsosied to 
Punjab 

Ha\ ing identified Ml Right, how is 
he to be wooed’ The best guide 
heie IS oiii reluuous her t- 
age Every iight-thmking 
buieauciat sees himselt as 
the logical iiiheritoi I'f 
some celestial se.it Like 
the preceeding ileiiies. he is 
^ i jvlcased bv hipawa Medi- 

/" ! tilting on Him is no longer 

in favour since He doesn't 
■' know \ou le doing ii But 
'^3 ^ numerous visits, cnngmg in 

tone supplicatine humhb, 
^ l\ \V\ accepting whatever is said 
w V u al.iciitv m.iv cMin ifi- 

^ )l 1 1 vine ajijsroval 




AH you have to do to get some job 
CK»ne is to find the IAS initials 
alongside a name and novel on 
hands and knees throu^ the door 


I'heretore the sound ot gnashing teeth 
in the Press Cfub at the mention ot .i 
name is a reliable indicatoi Anothei 
IS the attiicks in newsp<,"ers on <i 
bureaucrat Since ono those peojile 
gel criticised in India who are doing 
the.i jobs efficiently and effectively, 
the iule here is that the importance of 
.1 bureaucrat is in ih ect jvroportion to 
the intensity of the uttacks on him and 
his loncsty IS itften in inverse propor- j 
lion to the alleg.alions of corruption 
The best indicatoi ol all is the number 
of orhei bureaucrats who go to visit a 
bureaucrat If the determined learner 
lurks outside the bushes of his target's 
home, he will glean this information 
He will also notice nearby a posse of 
armed and boied policemen loitering 


I he sign of bcnerliction is 
Kin .leieement to go out 
with vou A te.i IS a le.iser 
meie lorcpi.iv, wheieas .i 
diiinei IS the big one (lod 
> iob sui Climbed Duting 

j* dinner keeji the alcohol and 

voui ch.irm flowing I augh 
immodeiatelv .il his little 
' .lilies t.iisplav some self- 
'('.A',.I n I'l H d e p I c c a 1 1 n g wit A 
buie.uict.il loves to teel that vou have 
as low an ojiinion ot vourself as he has 
ol vou [do not commit the cardinal sin 
of bringing ak'iig your wife if she 
happi ns to be very beaiititiil because 
this will .irouse the bureaucrat's exces¬ 
sive interest and his wile's implaeable 
suspicion Lhiless, of course,you really 
need that contract .Steel yourself In 
the presence of beautiful wives, all 
bureauciats emit dirty jokes But it is 
still jiossiblc that all your plovs have 
failed and the bureaucratic God is 
merely laughing, as Gods will, at your 
hospitality, the enoimous bill, and 
your desperation 1 he situation then is 
clearly hopeless and you should con¬ 
sider the ultimate step of human 
sacrifice, either yours or his '• 
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EXPATRIATE 


Comrade 

Sak 

The documentary on Shapurji 
Saklatvala revives interest in a 
remarkable man 


fdthcr mailc an “im- 
nifdialc impaLt" on the 
t orrimon'- and il is easy 
to sec wh\ Comrade 
Sak was no pacifist and 
all his addresses to the 
House ;ire fired w'Uh re- 
voiutionarv intent 
During a healed de¬ 
bate on the Simon C'om- 
mission, Sak leacted 
strongly when the mem¬ 
bers accused Indians ol 
resorting lo evil prac¬ 
tises such as untoiicha- 
bilitv ''F’eoplc talk of 
untOLii h.ibihty, ’ he said, 
"I was aetually pre¬ 
vented bom cniering 
the White man s dub (in 
India) C11 1 m a t e IV, 
w'hcn It could not be 
helped, the messengei 
ot the club led me 
Ihiough the kitchen and 
an underground p.issage 
lo a basement loom 
where the piofessor 
(Saklatvala’s host) was 
asked lo see me 



Roshan Seth wKh Sehri Saklatvala; reminiscing 
about Shapurji 


hile filming Salman 
Rushdie's Hiiltllc Of 
Mnhn^ht (hiistopher 
Mitchell first came 
upon the name Sha- 
purp Saklatvala m a looinolc refer¬ 
ence 1 he biief biogiaphic.il sketch 
had Mitchell intiigiied Saklatvala was 
no oidin.irv immigrant, but the first 
Indian to gel elected to the House ol 
Commons as eailv as 1422, and one 
among the loui communist MPs in 
llritam 

Mitchell followed up the store did 
Ins lesearch and submitted a proposal 
lo Channel 1 out (ot a film on the man 
who h;id sillied up the ('ommons 
.iboiil SIS decacies ago Channel lour 
gave the go-ahead ,ind so was made 
Co III hide Silk, an hour-long 
dociimenl.iiv on Saklatv.ila 

Using rare auhival material--both 
film clips and newsp.ipei cuttings—the 
film tells the tascmalmg story ol the 
Bomb.iv-born Saklatvala (he was le- 
lated to the Ttitas) who went on to 
become one of Brit.un s fust commun¬ 
ist MPs His veaisof left-w'ing activity, 
(he harassment he underwent, his 
Stirling speeches to the House ol 
f ommons ,ind the towering personal¬ 
ity of the man himself made for gieat 
piime-time faie 

S.iklatval.i’s life story was recreated 
thiough the leminiscences of those 
whc' knew him well hisdaughtei .Sehii 
Saklatv.il.i, socialist leader Minoo 
M.'isam .ind the 1 ite B T. Ranadive 
among others t omrade Sak. as he 
w.is best-know II came to Bntaiii in 
I4(is lo lecovei lioin a bout of malar¬ 
ia And st.ived on to )oin the Indepen¬ 
dent Laboiii Partv in 1404, to be 
elected to the P.iilMnieiits of 1422-2,1 
and 1424 1424 Irom the constituency 
of Battel sea North 

Sakl.itval.i's peitoimances in the 
House ol Commons .tie brcnight to life 
by Roshaii Seth who delivers his 
speeches with the s.ime zeal and fei- 
vour that characteiised the communist 
MP. Sehri Saklatvala testifies that her 


Not being allowed into a Whites 
onivciub in Bombay m 1402 lankeied 
and like Ciancihi (who had been 
thrown out of a Whites only lailwiiy 
compartment) Sakhitval.i always re¬ 
membered the humiliation ot racism 
A l.iberal supporter in the earlier 
years, he soon switched sides to join 
the Labour Party After the First 
World War, however, he turned com¬ 
munist and remained a Bolshevik sujr- 
portei until his death 

Mike Squires, a ta\i driver and a 
communist, who was brought up in 
Battersea North, Silk’s constituency. 
iTiiiintains (m the film) that it was 
Saklatvala’s communism which 
attracted adverse publicity, not his 
race Newspaper cuttings showing car¬ 
toons describing Saklatvala as part of 
the “distinguished Soviet ('rder’’ are 
cited by Squires to prove his point 


Sehri Saklatvala recalls how hci 
fathei was always under suspicion, 
being trailed by intelligence person¬ 
nel, having his telephone tapped .md 
his meetings cancelled at the last 
minute 

“It was diflicult getting niiiterial on 
S.iklatvala," lecalls Mitchell “His 
name is not on the catalogues, so it 
had i > be done by talking to people 
who know the aichive footage really 
well ’ Mitchell made do by using 
footage from the National F'lim Aic- 
hives, where Sak lealures m a movie 
called Ai^ainst Impenahst Witt, made 
by the Weirkets Film Club Film clips 
of the MP were iilso procured from 
British Movietone and a senes called 
Education Television On Film 

Also featured in ('omrade Sak is the 
MP's speech on sedition, in 142b. 
Asking soldiers not to break the 
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general strike. Saklatvala reminded 
them that they also belonged to the 
working class. He was arrested for 
sedition and sentenced to a prison 
term lasting a couple of months High¬ 
ly provoked, the MP made a now- 
famous speech “All propaganda must 
be subversive If it is not subversive, 
there is no need for propaganda I, 
for one, will not yield to the terrorism 
of the state I will carry on subversive 
propaganda, revolutionary propagan¬ 
da, communist propaganda, interna 
tional propaganda with the assistance 
of the Russians and the Germans and 
the Chinese and the British 1 am not 
alone in that ” 

Sak s faith in the Bolshevik Revolu¬ 
tion led to his gradual isolation within 
the Labour Party On a trip to India, 
he criticised the policies of Ramsay 
Macdonald and Lloyd Cieoige On his 
return to Britain, swift retribution 

> followed His passport was impound¬ 
ed and he was never allowed to enter 
India again This action of the British 
government broke his heart and made 
him an implacable foe of Whitehall 
The only Indian MP in the House of 
Commons, Saklatvala had his own 
ideas on how the Indian freedom 
struggle should be conducted He 
disliked Gandhi's style of personalised 
politics and his daughter recalls how 
he once told the Congress leader that 
he could stop the people from calling 
him the Mahatma if he really wanted 
to Sak was also against the economic 
programme outlined by 
Gandhi and in favour of 
industrialisation “He Calcla 

did not want the well-to- ^altla 

If do to take over the reins pdiOrU 

of power in India after ffifk Coil 

independence," says ■ . 

Sehri Saklatvala “He DrOUgf 

wanted power to go to by RosI 

the people " who del 

In 1929. Saklatvala, 
protesting the approach SpeeCIi 

of the Labour govern- the J 

ment to the issue of In- fcrvoi 

dian independence, 
stood as a communist ChetaC 

candidate from his con- the 

stituency—and prompt¬ 
ly lost the election. ■■■ 

There was no place for a- 

communist in British politics. 

That didn’t deter Comrade Sak, 
however Even after his defeat he 
continued to work for the parly, and 
even went on a lecture tour of the 
Soviet Union, concentrating on the 
eastern regions as he wanted to study 
how they had adopted communism 

•IMMY »—12 M>y 1 g»0 



Saklatvala's 
performance in 
the Commons is 
brought to iife 
by Roshan Seth 
who delivers his 
speeches with 
the same 
fervour that 
characterised 
the MP 



f fn lif^ Soon after, in iw.tb, Sak- 

’ latvald died, a commun- 

in Seth j ist to the ast 
/erS his While the Channel 
■ Foui film revreatc' the 

..swim iijj. qJ p,.j, vvhosc 

ame Emc lal procession was 

one and a hall miles 
. . long, theie aie a number 

erised of biographies on Ctim- 

VIP radc Sak n the works as 

well, all scheduled to hit 
■■■ the stands within a few 

-months Schn Saklatvala 

has written a personalised biography 
on he; father, while Mike Squires is 
publish'iiig his thesis on the communist 
leader The third version of Saklatva- 
la’s life IS being written by Marc 
Wadsworth, a Labour Black sections 
activist 


1 ^. 


s(> imitfi on t omiavit S.ik ai the same 
time.' savs Mike Squires "My thesis 
on him Was done thiee years ago It's 
being published only now But then, 
as I say, the more the bellct " Squiies' 
book titled Suklatraia .4 f^ililual 
will be published b\ Laur¬ 
ence and Wishaii a lew months from 
now’, coinciding with the leleasc of 
Schn Saklatv.ila's hook Squire denies 
that there is a lace among the three to 
get then books out first “We’ve all 
been woiking on it differently for a 
long time Just a coincidente, that’s 
all," he savs 

But comeidcnce or not, it has con- 
tiibuted to the renewed interest m a 
truly remarkable man And nobody— 
not even the biographers—is com¬ 
plaining • 


“It’s pure coincidence that there is | ShrsbaniBa»u/London 






Eminent 
cartoonist 
R.K. Laxman 
captures the 
spirit of 
Calcutta with 
his pencil 
sketches 
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C alc-UtUi IS the 
nu'^t sketch- 
ahle Lit\ I 
have seen 1 
have in rny 
tiavels hciih msitlc and 
I'Ulside the country 
come acioss some very 
mteicstmg narrow cob¬ 
bled lanes, high weath¬ 
er-beaten walls o t 
houses dotted with ilark 
eye lets ol windows, 
rows ('I tiled roofs with 
lagged edges, crumbling 
rums of temples, weed- 
grown mansions, disin 
(cgialiiig ornate non 
gates of stalelv homes, \ 
fluted pillais holding 
.ilofi faiades of majcstit 
buildings, ami so on My 
tingeis have always 
I'cheil 10 sketch them 
t almtta is a treasure 
house of such Items, tor 
an aitist born with an 
eve tor the tragi-comic 
111 es'crydav life That is 
whv this city has been 
one of the most photo- 
i> 1 a p h d , p ,11 n t c d , 
■'ketehed in the country 
Way back in history, 
the alien liaders and col¬ 
onisers took time off to 
fumble w'lth paint and 
brush to record their im- 
picssions of the city. 
With the ariival of 
c.rmera obscura it readi¬ 
ly offered itself as a sub- 
lect for the young novice 
photographers who .suc¬ 
ceeded in capturing the 
sombre mood of Calcut- 
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Calcutta 
Is the most 
sketchaMe city I 
have seen. To 
indulge for a 
moment in a bit 
of fancifui 
theory, it is 
perhaps 
because the city 
abounds in 
geometrical 
shapes 
everywhere 


'i 

u i 

\ .,1 


ta, m black-and-white. 
Now the techniques of 
colour photography arc 
so advanced that it looks 
as if there cannot be any 
bad photographs at all' 
In respect to Calcutta 
partRiila>'iy. any shot 
taken at any time, at any 
angle, anywheie, seems 
to fall automatically into 
a pleasing natural col- 
ouiful composition To 
indulge lor a moment m 
a bit ol tancitui theory. 
It IS perhaps because the 
city abounds in geomet¬ 
rical shapes everywhere 

To start with, the 
Mowrah Bridge full of 
cris.s-cioss lines, triang¬ 
les and rectangles at one 
end and on the other, 
the uhiquitcms circular 
wheels of rickshaws, 
buses, push-iarts, the 
stacked up emptv tar 
drums, the vertical lines 
of the mightv public 
buildings, iiiangular 
roots cursed balconies, 
etc I'he Loloui is sup¬ 
plied l)v hoaidings 
advertising 1 V sets and 
tyies babv loot! and soft 
dunks But the real con- 
tiibutions are made by 
the millions of t;ittered 
cinema posters stuck all 
along the walls ul every 
street, every pillar, ev- 
erv bit of exposed space 
Against this backdrop 
the vast theatre called 
Calcutta, the drama of 
life IS enacted, involving 
a medley ol pavement 
dwellers, bus passen¬ 
gers. tiains. business ex¬ 
ecutives, tourists, beg¬ 
gars, housewives, school 
children, rickshaw- 
pullers. scholars, holy 
men, wedding proces¬ 
sions, pioteslers, log¬ 
gers, cows, dogs, crows 
and so on. all m an 
incongruous juxtaposi¬ 
tion I ooking at this 
paiior.ima one can't help 
becoming somewhat 
pliilcisophical and may 
see 111 ail this a certain 
sadness satire and 
perliaps an indefinable 
salvation 
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To make thes-e draw¬ 
ings, I chose not pen and 
ink nor paint and brush 
but the common every 
day pencil A pencil 
sketch has an innocent 
quality about it which 
the more elaborately 
worked out pen and ink 
drawing or painting does 
not seem to possess. A 
pencil in a competent 
hand will trace a visual 
image and capture the 
sharpness or softness or 
vagueness of an ob)ect 
and the result acquires a 
strange charm of its 
own Also, a fleeting 
image is not a photo¬ 
graphic reprcseiitatior 
but an after impression 
reliant on the memory 
The sketches are of 
this kind 1 have left out 
the obvious, the familiar 
monuments and places 
A camera is better 
equipped to do that job 
So the viewer should not 
expect to see in these 
drawings, any resembl¬ 
ance to reality II indeed 
there happens to be any 
1 will sa\ It IS purely 
coincidental as the fic¬ 
tion writer would after 
basing the entiie theme 
tor his novel on leal 
people and happenings' ! 
Just like he exercises I 
poetic license, I have ! 
attempted, in graphics, 
some sort ol fiction, so 
to speak Thus the pave¬ 
ment dweller, the haw¬ 
ker, the fishmonger, the 
vegetable vendor, the 
rickshaw-pullei, the 
bridges, ilie garbage 
heaps, the drain pipes, 
the bathers, the build¬ 
ings, the mansions, the 
faces and other trivia are 
there, ot course, in real¬ 
ity But 1 have taken 
them and refashioned 
them aftei my own ailis- 
tic inclinations and 
humortvus attitude to¬ 
wards what goes on 
around me • I 

R.K. iMxauin 

Calcutta Imjge*! bv R K 
Laxman Published for the 
Maniushree Foundation 
Calcuna tw Lustre Press Pvt 
Ltd New ueiht 
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Ihe service reiirhes the tc.rthes:corner ol itielouii deft 
pliicements long ral'ies testing the si.tirirw .cut thuiide'Oijs 
t'Vdtion 

Meena Shah. Ami Ghia. M Mathia'i Madhumita 5ist 
T N Seth. Romen Ghosh. Dipu Ghosh Suresh Gael. 

AsitParpia. IqbalMamdare,!. Leroy D'Sa KK Cheenia 
Syed Modi, "sanai Misra Haqit Smgh and several 
others 

tncii one ot these biulminton cnamps vsoie tlie Raiivs.iv 
colours with pride und served the nution with dist'iit tion 

All evoke noswigic memories reflect the indomitriWe will to win 
.ind inspiie us K; leuch new pinnat les ol git'ry 

In the sports arena the Indian R<iilwavs have an enviable 
recoid winning over twenty national sports c hampionships 
each year Every fourth Ar|una awardee represents the 
R.tilways' Th's symbolises the fortitude, physical litness and 
team spirit among the 16 lakh-sttong family of Indian 
Railways 

Yes, the Indian Railways have an unbeaten track recoid as the 
largest in Asia, carrying 11 million passengers and nearly 10 
lakh tonnes of freight over a distance four times to the moon 
each day Higher productivity and greater public service are 
only a few of the milestones the Indian Railways are 
reaching 

The endeavour to excel continues unabated as the Indian 
Railways echo the sportspersons dream of 'Swifter' Higher' 
Stronger!" 

Indian Railways 

CHAMPIONS OF THE TRACK 
















CONTROVERSY 


Roman misadventure 

The molestation of air hostess Sabena Shetty has feminists up in arms 


I t wasn’t much of a Roman holiday 
for Sabena Shetty, an air hostess 
with All India On the contrary, 
the brief stopover in Rome turned out 
to be the stulf of nightmares Invited 
to join a small get-together m the 
hotel room ot flight purser Mahesh 
I .ulla hv fellow, hostess Gail D’Souza, 
•Shelly went over quite willingly Little 
did she know then how' the evening 
would end 

No soonei ditl the guests depart, 
leaving Shetiv and I.ulla alone, when 
the putsei began making indctent 
advances lie askevi Saben.i to kiss 
H urn and w hen she letiised, tote off liet 
ilothes in fil of .ingei He then 
forced whiskv down hci ihroal, whith 
she threw up almost im- 
mediatelv Waiting until . 
she had . 

what, he foiecd himself ' 
upon her again Only tot' 
give up when she vomit- - 
led a second time ' 

Gail D’Sou/a dismis- 'v 
j .'•ed the incident when j 
Shetty complained to 9 
her, advising hei not to 
make it an issue The 
next day the aggrieved 
hostess complained to 
the flight supervise!, but , 

\ there was little sym- i 
* p a t h y forthcoming ^ 

Lven the Air India An , . « 

Hostesses Association 
took no action in this re- 
gaid 

Conipletly desperate Feminist on 
! now, Shetty filed an 
[fir once she was back in 
1 Bombay and appioachcd some 
I women’s organisations toi help, 
among them Streo Kruli, Strec Uvach 
Mahila Dakshata Samiti and Stree 
Mukti Sanghatana 

The women’s oiganisations tried to 
meet Air India managing director, Ra- 
jan Jeticy, and present Shetty’s case to 
him But all then attempts at getting 
an appointment piovcd in vain After 
several days .Ictlcy wrote back, saying 
that he had received no complaint, but 
- they a)uld meet the Air India human 
* ^ lesourees development manager, S.R. 
Gupte 

Incensed at what they perceived as 

SUNDAY May 19S0 


the callousness of the administration, 
the women held a demonstration out¬ 
side Air India’s Nariman Point office, 
in which 20-odd organisations took 
part Strangely enough, only one air 
hostess was a party to the proceed¬ 
ings she had been a victim of sexual 
harassment not so long ago 
S R Gupte promised the demon- 
stratois that action would be taken on 
then complaint within eight days 
W'hen nothing happened even after 
this assuiancc, the women called up, 
Gupte to tirid out what was going on. 
Action vsas being taken, insisted 
Gupte but he wasii t going to reveal 
any fuithci information tor fear that it 
would find ns way into the newspapers i 


i'VO I I 
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Feminist organisations demonstrate against Air India’s 
inaction: woman power 

back in and lead to unfavourable jiublicity 
bed some LKing then own resources, the women 
foi help, found out that I.ulla was being given 
itrec Uvach gioiind duty—the sijspen.su*n that they 
and Stree had .,sked for was un'oilhcoming 

on.s tried to ^^abena Shetty’s is not an isolated 
lirector, Ra- Jrcase In fact,the evei-increasing 
itty’s case to number of such incidents has led the 
ts at getting women’s groups to agitate foi the in- 

vain After elusion of .sexual harassment in the list 

sack, saying of occupational hazards, for which Air 
mplaint,but India p.iys compensation Says Sonal 
ndia human Shukla of the Women s Centre. “This 
inagcr, S.R. happened when she was off duty in 
Rome, but waiting to take another 
perceived as flight after finishing an earlier duty. If 


It had happened at a party in Bombay 
then one would not have taken up the 
issue with the management ’’ 

An Air India staffer contests this 
position “It IS difficult to control the 
movements ot the staff when they are 
off duty ’’ 

The women’s groups have, howev¬ 
er, done their homework this time 
round, compiling a number of cases m 
which male crew membets have mis¬ 
behaved A few months earlier, two 
flight puisers had attempted to rape 
an Iraqi woman diplomat in Delhi 
The lady lodged a complaint with the 
ministry of tourism and Air India, but 
no action was taken In anothei inci¬ 
dent in 1988, a purser molested a 
pTr-iyT'**,woman in a Sydnev 
I hotel and the eiitiie 

j ■ jn m crew was asked to va- 
! cate the premise-- as a 

i p/consequence 
1 Air hostesses arc a 

fc- prime target for sexual 

* harassment But in the 
'absence of am organisa- 

r>ever take up ludgcls 
against their male coun- 

to the male-dominated 

i S M Association, which nev¬ 
er takes up issues of 
sexual harassment or 

molestation 

It stayed out of the picsent dispute 
as well, while Air India continued to 
put off any decision on some pretext 
or the other .Says Vibuti Patel of the 
Forum Against Oppression of 
Women- “It is obvious that Air India 
IS playing for time." 

There is no mention of the term 
“sexual harassment" under the head¬ 
ing “Indecent behaviour”, says Patel, 
though there were 15-20 such cases 
last year itself. 

Not that Its inclusion would make 
things any better for the likes of Sube- 
na Shetty. • 

0%a Twitta/BoaOtay 









The AJFF is yet to take a firm stand on fixed' soccer matches 


M M Hj f Mi A cjnmH '-lop it, how do you expect us 
H H to do It savs P P L-ikshnianan. All India 
® i-ootball Pederation (AIFT) setretiirv refer- 
ring to the blatant coi riiption' m Indian 
H soccei ' Bui we are trying our best,” is the 
sop he gives 

I'he issue w;is the tixing of matches at several levels, 
staiting with the local leagues and climbing up to the 
nation.il ch.impionships In the days of the knock-out, 
theie was no possibility of arranging match lesults to suit 
both reams in the fray But. when the luie of increased 
gate mone\ became a prime factor, theie were group 
leagues at the prehmin<iry and quartet-final levels, which 
have led to this bane of football 

I he latest incidents occurred during the federation 
t'up, the premier club competition of the country run by 
the Albf Itself in association with the host state In the 
pielimmary league, it was alleged. Last Bengal and ITI 

contrived the result of their match in such a way that ML 

Dempo of (Joa was ousted 

I heie were three teams in the cluster -Last Bengal, iTl Bwigal players protec 
and Dempo Playing the last match after the others were at Quilon in 1988 
all drawn, the first two teams ended the match with a 2-2 

draw I'he Fib A rules slated that when the points were the But contrived mati 
same, goal difference and then the number ol goals scored In the World t'up. I 

by each side would be taken into account Although with Peru in ld78, ' 

Dempo had ilrawn then match- Mohun Bagan playing Mohammoflan Sporting in 
cs. ihcv had failed to score even the controversial Airlines Cup match last year 
once So the other two teams r- 



Bengal players protesting against arranged matches 
at Quilon in 1988 


once So the other two teams 
went through to the quaitcr-final 
at Dempo’s expense 

The same story was repeated in 
anolhei cluster, m which JCT 
Mills, MRb and Mohun Bagan 
featured It is alleged that the 
coaches ol the first two teams, 
Inder Singh and Bob Bootland, 
decided to contrive the result of 
then match JCT scored all the 
ihicc goals m its 2-1 victory over 
MRf to get past Mohun Bagan 
on go.il difference, because 
Mohun Bagan had beaten .fCT 
but lost lo MRF and the 2-J 
margin w.is necessary foi JCT to 
be ahead in the league table 
although It had the same number 
of points .IS Mohun Bagan 

The allegations aie lu.st what 
they are—accusations th.it cannot 
be proved. If two coaches talk 
even in secret, they may just be 
exchanging notes on the latest 
coaching tiends' 






But contrived matches have nevei been proved as such 
In the World C'up. loo, Argentina had fixed their match 
with Peru in 1078, winning by a whopping b-0 
immufton Sporting in margin, followed by neighbours 
lup mutch lust your West Ciermany .ind Austria four 

-years later In both cases, the 

intention was to oust two other 
strong contenders and advance to 
the next stage of the competition r 
FIFA could condemn it. but it 
took no specific action 

Similarly, m the Santosh Tro¬ 
phy championship. K.iinataka 

' and Bihar contrived to oust Ben- 

' . - gal from the competition in 
" ■ Ouilon There was a hue and cry 

IlmiiaL'' ; and AIFr decided that it would 
*' ^ , do away with the goal difference 

* ' 4 clause and order a replay if teams 

^ ' "*111 ' ■' same number of 

This practice was followed for a 
Wy year, but again, there was con- 
troversv in Calcutta ovci the Air- 
lines Trophy match between 
Mohun Bagan and Mohammedan 
I Sporting An inquiry was held 

1 , and the IFA found the two clubs 

I guilty. But if the matter is ever 

^ ^ taken to court, both the IFA andy 

v.'j'. •• the inquiry commission set up to 

investigate the incident could be 
A' ;i made to look quite silly 











After this came the Federation Cup issues in Thrussoor 
this year Stiangely enough, the people who made so much 
noise over the Airlines Cup, were not as vocal when 
four of India's top teams were allegedly engaged in the 
same old game Although some newspapers came out 
openly with the accusation of fixed matches, there was no 
concerted effort to corner the AIFF secretary who is 
supposed to be responsible for the competition in the 
federation’s name 

- -—I P P. Lakshmanan pleaded that 

V FIFA had instructed the AIFF to 

W abide by the rules framed by the 

world body, which means the goal 
difference clause Bui the ques¬ 
tion IS. IS he so helpless ’ “1 have 
received no report about some 
matches being fixed, ” he told a 
press conference What if he had'’ 
Would he have done something 
about if’ 

It IS the easiest thing for any¬ 
body. or any organisation, to hide 
behind rules It is an entirely 
diffeient matter to take an active 
interest in the game Recent 
events prove that the AIFF offi- 
cials have verv little time to do 
that 

. ...... 

T ake the case ot the registration of players tor the 
Federation t up For the first time, this competition 
was held m two phases—a preliminary competition on a 
zonal basis and then the final round 'The first part of the 
tonipetition was held quite sometime ago. Since then, the 
t'aiislei “season" saw many players changing clubs for the 
,'iLSt yeai The result ssas that some players assisting a 
particular club m the initial stages of the competition, 
tound themselves opposing the same team in the next part 
The AIFF didn’t have its mind clear even on this issue 
Initially, it had decided not to allow such players to assist 
their new club, but when a team from Cioa did so, they 
seemed to relent And then there was East Bengal, the 
. \''imcipal beneficiary of the transfers Nowhere in world 
^s.ncer can such a peculiar situation develop, except where 
(irofessional transfer of players takes place, but even here. 
It IS usually at the end of a contiact period that it can be 
di me 

These arc |usi two faces of indecision and callousness 
dial have characterised the activities ol the AIFF Anoma 
In'S apart, it is time the federation got down to some 
'.erious work because Indian football has touched its 
iowes* ebb and there has been ik> sign of resurgence for 
many years now Holding seminars, toiming a few 
impressive-lookmg committees and holding a “clinic ” now 
and then can do little to effect the drastic changes that ate 
absolutely nccessarv 

Insieaci. it is still busy working the wav a government 
department works, wheie results are measured in terms of 
money spent and numbers multiplied—w'lthout any con¬ 
cern for ultimate, conciete gams The first step m this 
direction would be the cleaning ot the Augean s’ables If 
that is not possible, there can be no impiovement ever 
And the cleaning process would have to start with the 
prevention of malpractices. And this would include the 
,^fi\ing of matches • 
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Get high in Ooty. 



^ndhave a great time in between. 

This season take a break in the lush cool hills of Ooty 
Discover the quiet charm of piinirely Mysore. 

And relax at the luxurious yet affordable, 

(Juubty Inn Southern Star holele. 

I We’ll make your holiday memorable. 

your honeymoon a dream. 

And, if it’s business, we’ll organise for you a conference 
that’s efficient and enchuntinuly different. 



Go regal in Mysore. 


Quality 
Inn 

Southern Star 

Ooty Mysore 



FOR IINKORMATION AND RFiSF.RVATIONS: 

Quality Inns India 

New Delhi: Ph: h-lMl. Tlx 031 ■’20S6 

Madras: Ph 41’(>81, Tlx: (»-il-H193. 

Bombav Ph: 222202, Tlx 011-.30()1, 

Ilangalore: Ph: S'’944S, Tlx: 0H4S-8110, 

Cakuita: Ph: d47-'72, ddH()94, Tlx. 021 202K, 
.Aliniedabacl Ph: 4(i"<i04, Tlx 121-0310 

Quahis 111!) Sooibcrii Slai Mwire, 

Viiiohlia KciaiJ, Hm >“(109-,, F'h. 2”2I'’. Its Ohio 2'Si’ 
..Quality Inn Siuiibern Stui Oi)r\, 
ll.nc|i,i.K Koail. I’m iH.tOm, I’b ViOl 0'-,> I'l.s (i.HSO .{.in 

MenitH-rM>f die Qu:iliiy loirnuitionxl worldwide (liaio oflioieK. 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 


Games for 
children 



■ I he Bdl Bh.ivan Society, 
BarcMia opened a 
multi-purpose indoor 
stadium for children 
recent 1\ (. onstrueted at a 
cost o! K-, 1 ’ lakhs and 
r ■- ant exclusivi-ly tor 
iiiiidien. It aims at 
prosidni)/ icereaiiori and 
education, p.iiticiilaily to 
childien lioili the lowei 
ineonie c'loujis 

Ihe oiitconie oi attention 
generated on the ['light of 
children in the year 197h, 
(Internationa! \ ear of the 
(. hilil) which di.scovered an 
astonishing detirth of 
ret!e,ition foi children 
helongiiii; to the 
underpiivilcgtd sections, 
the organisation is gjuite 
unit)ue m India In the 
words ol Savitahen Amin, 


vice-president of the 
society, ‘it provides 
children with an 
atmosphere where the 
spirit of play, love and 
adventure are kept alive ” 
What ts truly amazing 
about this organisation is 
that It offers multi-faceted 
programmes to over 4,500 
children in the 6-16 age 
group And the 
membership fee for needy 
children is Rs two and a 
maximum of Rs 10 for 
others 


Mensa goes 
Indian 

■ It’s time for those grey 
cells to start working again 
Mensa India, a branch of 
Mensa International (an 
organisation w'oi king for 
the fosteiing ot human 
intelligence), is planning to 
mtetisily its work in India 
According to K C Shrolt, 
chairman of the 
organisation in India, 
Mensa aims to bring 
intelligent people togethei 
Membership to the 
distinguished club has a 
clause, of course One has 
to pass an intelligent 
quotient test Group 
discussions and research 
have helped to bring 


together the ‘intelligent’ 
people, but Mensa is 
always on the lookout for 
more people to add to its 
list of members 


A step forward 

■ The Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) is no 
longer a male bastion If 
the role of the women 
constables in the Meerut 
riots is anything to go by, 
they arc proving to be even 
better at their jobs than 
their male counterparts 
The Mahila Battalion of the 
CRPF IS the first women's 
paramilitary force m Asia 
and has performed 
remarkably well in Sri 
Lanka too, as part of the 
IPKF’s operations m the 
island And that is no! all 
These constables will now 
take on the foimidahle 
situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir too 






The great 
messiah 

■ This messiah belives in 
bringing hope into the lives 
ot leprosy victims 
Dhansuah Dave performs 
several daring feats on a 
rope stretched across the 
terraces ot two 110-feet 


the ) 

//I 


THIS INDIA 


high skysciapers in Surat 
At the ground level, 
volunteers of the Amidh<ira 
i rust and Lions 
International pass arouiul 
the ha* tor donations The 
proceeds aie handed over 
to Icpiosv centres for the 
treatment ot patients Dave 
IS not hoiherei.1 about the 
dangers of his fetit "i will 
be h.ippv it 1 die doing my 
bit foi lepiosv patients,” he 
s.iys Spoken like a true 
savioui 




DHOLI: At least 40 per cent of I 

the newly-appointed teachers J 

tn the Mith.la and Bihar Uni- fOfLxmtml 

versifies cannot write their ap- tt.. . 0 

plications coirectly either in 

fcnglish OI in Hindi. A senior 

official of the Bihar University 

says that these teachers passed t A jJPt' 

their cvanimatums by using 

unfair means —The Hindustan ^ 

Times (Deepali Sinha. Patna) -5__- 

INfX)RE; About 150 government colleges in Madhya 
Pradesh do not have principals. Many of those who 
have been officiating as principals are retiring without 
being confirmed. According to the state minister for 
higher education and sports, “You order a promotion 
and a stay order is issued the very next day"—The 
Times of India (Sumita Singh, New Delhi) 


DHANBAD: The villagers ot Nischitpur under the 
Barora police station nabbed three robbers who were 
later identifiecf as policemen. It is learnt that these 
policemen intercepted a truck near the village and 
robbed the driver Later they ran away. The driver 
raised a cry of alajm and the thiee policemen were 
caught immediately. They have been sent to [ail —The 
Hindustan Times (A. Sutyan, Patna) 


BCLQAUM: A tailor has been ordered to pay Rs 655 
as compensation for a pan of ill-fitting trousers The 
District Consumers' Protection Court passed the order 
on a complaint from Ajit Modgi who said that his tailor 
had stitched the trousers in a wrong measurement. 
Modgi claimed Rs 1,000, but the court decided that Rs 
655 was fair enough —Indian Express (T. Venkatesh, 
Bombay) • 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 6 MAY 1990 BY AMRITLAL. 


ARIES (21 March—20 April) 

Your problems may not be solved this week, 
advised to be extra cautious in your 
nb fli dealings. A minor mistake may take its toll 
on you. A word of caution, be on your guard 
against deceit 
Good dates: 6,8 and 12 
Lucky numbers: .3,4 and 7 
Favourable direction: West 


LIBRA (21 September—20 OctobO') 

' A T Xl steady progress is in store ftjr you. 

A I A ™'?ht be problems on tite professional 
/11 / \ front, but they will not hamper your progress. 
■|nM The domestic front may be a source for wony. 
I alBs I Keep an eye on your health. 

Good dates: 9,10 and 11 
Lucky numbers: 1, 5 and 9 
Favourable direction: East 


TAURUS (21 April—20 May) 

1 ^ ~ M A week of bnlliant prospects awaits you. 
BB JB Forge nght ahead with your plans. The 
fttUH domestic hont will provide you with ail the 
NtRI support that you need. But beware of new 
I W J friends and members of the opposite sex 
Good dates: 7.8 and 10 
Lucky numbers: 4, 6 and 7 
Favourable direction: North 


SCORPIO (21 October—20 November) 

@ n This may turn out to be a fairly good week for 
/ you Courage and patience will help you to 
K tide over your problems on the domestic and 
B profcsMonal fronts. Businessmen should not 
J embark on any new venture. 

Good dates; 7,9 and 10 
Lucky numbers: 2,4 and 9 
Favourable direction: West 


GEMINI (21 May—20 June) 

nvra This will be a favourable week for you. Luck 
will be on your side But keep a check on 
youi purse strings. Sportsmen will be 
I ^ ^ successful Eldeily female relatives will be of 
' iB -1 great help 
Good dates; 9, 10 and 12 
Lucky numbers: 1,5 and 6 
Favourable direction: South 


SAGITTARIUS (21 November—20 December) 
aiji This will be a stormy week for you An 

unhappy incident at home may be a cause for 
f concei n Be on the guard against enemies, or 

^ vl else they might get the better of you Take 
SS-JU care of your health. 

Good dales: H. 10 and 12 
Lucky numbers; 2, 4 and .S 
Favourable direction; South-west 


CANCER (21 June—20 July) 
njw • This IS not a good week for you. Your family 
iMma members may avoid you and your fnends will 
be a source ot anxiety for you Courage and 
fortitude will vee you through However, do 
not be unduly worried. 

Good dates: 8,9 and 11 
Lucky numbers: 2,6 and 8 
Favourable direction; South 


CAPRICORN (21 December—20 January) 
jfroajj|n This IS a fairly good week for you. Those 
iy MB connected with intellectual or artistic pursuits 
■ (9| successful Avoid any controversy for 

It might go against you A journey is likely 
1 laStJ Female relatives will be helpful to you. 

Good dates: 6. 9 and 10 ^ 

Lucky numbers: 3,5 anil 8 
Favourable direction: North 


LEO (21 July—20 August) 

igSUBEj A week of excellent prospects lies ahead of 
you. Those in service will be praised by their 
Bnfl employers. Romance is in the air For those 
waiting to get married, this is the right time to 

Good dates; 6. 7 and 9 
Lucky numbers: 6,7 and 8 
Favourable direction: North-west 


AQUARIUS (21 January—20 February) 
mnn This is a good week to embark on new 

ventures. Success on all fronts is assured. 
Intellectuals and artists will gain recognition. 
Servicemen will be highly praised for their 
flESL_l ability to take the right decision. 

Good dates: 8.9 and 12 
Lucky numbers: 5 ,7 and 9 
Favourable direction: East 


VIRGO (21 August—20 September) 

A favourable week lies ahead of you. Some 
exciting prospects await you on the 
f** I professional front. Make the best use of them 
I !• J and forge ahead. A hectic week of socialising 
! ^ 1 is indicated 
Gitod dates: 10, 11 and 12 
Lucky numbers: 3, 5 and 7 
Favuurable direction: West 


PISCES (21 February—20 March) 

This IS a good week for you. You wtll gain 
LY^B financially. But do not trust a member of the 
mm opposite sex where your profession is 

concerned Concentrate on your work and do 
LmdSkl not mix business with pleasure. 

Good dates: 7,11 and 12 
Lucky numbers: 2,6 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 


STAR PARTNERS: LIBRA—LEO 


Thu 1,1 an ideal relationship. The Leo man's dominating attitude will be resented by the Libntn woman. 
However, her warm and generous nature will enable the two to tide over any crisis.* 











I’m Arun, fly me 


■ I Has anybody noticed 
I that a familiar, un- 
i mistakable shape has been 
; missing from the corridors 
I of New Delhi? 

Yes, that’s right, the re¬ 
doubtable minister for 
commerce has been eonspi- 
. euous by hts ab.sence from 
oui shores over the last few 
months 

The commerce ministry 
. C'lnfirms that Arun Nehru 
has been in Nigeria, Ltig- 
I land, America Maiiiitius, 
: West Geimanv and neatly 
everywhere else over the 
j last ten weeks But this, say 
; officials, IS because he has 
I had work abroad 



Arun Nehru: conspicuous 
by his absence 


I In New Delhi, cynics 
itiave atiother cyplanaiion 
pi hey say that Nehru knows 
that things arc going wiong 
at home and so, he’s 
staying away as much as 
‘ piissible. 

This may be unfair but 
i nobody can deny that 
\ Nehru’s image this time 
1 lound IS Teflon-coated His 
; performance at the com- 
’ merce ministry has been 
impeccable and he is in no 
way associated with the 
government’s failures 
No doubt Rajiv Gandhi 
I wishes they weie still on the 
' same side 


I No line 

Nothing has shaken 
'wp up London’s India 
House as much as the te¬ 
nure of the current high 





RANDOM NOTI 




HIIARD AI lOJANPAIl! 

What did Veerendra Patii, 
Chenna Reddy and Shared 
Pawar discuss at Tinipati? God 
knows! 

A r'.ONGRESS PARTY WORKER 


f 


comnussKiner Kuldip 
Nayar As the lost high 
commissionei in living 
memory never to have been 
a mealy-mouthed biireauc- 
lat. Navar has shiugged off 
the constiaints of piotocol 
and opened the gates of 
India House to all and 
sundi V 

j Much to the foreign 
I office’s horioi, he has in- 
j viied Sikh militants home, 

I gone o\er to Birmingham 
I and SuutlMll himself, re 
j c'liimeiKicd the axing ol 
i some of ilie tinie-seivers on 
i the missain’s sialt and 



Kuldip Nayan no 
mealy-mouthed bureaucrat 


actively courted the British 
media. 

C onsequently he has up¬ 
set the deeply-entrenched 
lobbies m London but 
seems unrepentant, If he 
lasts at least two years (and 
that depends on how long 
VPS will last), then India 
House will nevei be the 
same 

j And no. he hasn’t been 
I won over by the Mindu- 
! |as-- unlike Ins two prede- 
! ecssois 


I Ground that 
I Airbus! 

j The saga of the I 

I grounded A-320si 

i gets euriousei and curious-; 
1 er Civil avuitioii minister ; 
I Aril Mohammad Khan first i 
I told the press that he would | 
not ground the planes. I'wo i 
days later, he did just that, ! 

At the time, it was be- j 
lieved that they would be | 
back in the air m a couple i 
ot weeks Then, Aril was! 



Arif Mohammad Khan; 
games PMO plays 


told bv the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO) to watt till the 
FIR on the deal was filed. 

Once that was ovei, the 
ministry contemplated let¬ 
ting ’the planes fly again 
This scheme was scrapped 
after V.P Singh personally 
wrote to Aril insisting that 
the decision would he his 
and hts alone 

Now. Arif has washed his 
hands off the whole affair 
He has told friends that he 
thinks that the PMO is 
playing games with him. 
So, he will take no decision 
in the matter. • 


THERMOMETER 


Wh</s on the Tim's hit list 

■ Arun Nehru: Dcvi Lai believes that the Union 
coiimierre inirii',ieT is behind the current 
,-iiili-Chaiidharv tampaign being mounted in the Da! 
And Ihe Tau has his levenge all worked out he'.s going 
to luopen the Czech pistol deal 

■ Ramnath Goenka: Easily qualifies as ipc 
mosl-hated person in the Devi Lai camp The 
Chaudhary and his eldest-born, Om Prakash Chautala, 
are openly abusive in then references to the chairman 
ot the Express Group, and the deputy prime minister 
has even wntlen a long letter to the Ra|a, detailing 
Goenka’s wrong-doings 


a AjH Singh: Ele has had the temerity to liy and 
muscle in on the Chaudhary's territory and Lai'S not 
going lo forgive him in a hurry The industry minister's 
recent oulbursis against Chautala and his Meham visit 
have only turned the Tau into an even more implacable 
foe 


a Nathuram MIrdha: He'-ommitted the cardinal 
sin of opposing the Chaudhary's writ in full view of the 
Janata Dal Parliamentary Board, and has been paying 
the price e/et since Among the Tau's moie reasoned 
responses lo tim i.s included ttireatening to hit him 
with his size eleven shoes 


a Kapil Sibal: Additional solicitor-general of India, 
Sibal found himself up against the mighty frame of the 
deputy prime minister soon after he took charge 
During ihe resignation (that wasn't) drama, Lai asked 
that his appointment be reviewed and hasn't let up ever 
since 
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DELHI DIARY 


Try and cap this! 

* It took Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi to make the Raja 
change his headgear (from 
original Karakul lamb to 
synthetic fibre). But what is 
it that makes V.P. Singh go 
through all his public en¬ 
gagements with his black 
fur cap on, in the heat of 
the Indian summer ’ 
Recently at a public 
meeting in Bastar, Madhya 
Pradesh, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter addressed a rally clad in 
a bandh-^ala sherwuni and 
his synthetic fibre cap Ev¬ 
ery two minutes or so the 
Ra|a would remove the cap 
to wipe the sweat off his 



V.P. Singh: hundrad p«r 
cant pariplrstion 

rapidly-balding pate with 
tissue paper. But minor re¬ 
pair operations over, the 
cap would be back in place. 

Why? Apparently, an 
astrologer has advised V.P. 
Singh that he should wear 
his cap throughout the 
year oi cLse political mis¬ 
fortune will strike 
Obviouslv, the Prime 
Miiiistcr's )ob means a hun¬ 
dred pei tent perspiration. 

The Tau’s 
guided tour 

■ The deputy prime 
minister is very 
proud of the Indi.m Air 
Force special helicopter in 
which he does his cross¬ 
country travelling. And not 
without reason, as was re- 


I tr ARI1 IN THE CONGRESS PARI Y 
Or-TICE 

For 43 years we have had high 
commissioners of India 
accredited to Whitehall. Now 
we have one accredited to 
Southall. 

K NATWAR SINGH, FORMER MINISTER 
OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 







Devi Lei and Shatnighan Sinhai 

ccntly made evident to cine 
star-turned politician Shat- 
rughan Sinha 
The duo were travelling 
to Chandigarh on Devi 
LaTs plane (yes, that’s what 
the Tau chooses to call the 


i: special fHthigt galore 

chopper), when the 
Chaudhary asked Sinha to 
come and sit next to him 
He had some important 
matters to discuss with the 
Dal’s chief campaigner, 
said Lai. Sinha was only too 


The Hindujas and their—former?—friends 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Atal Behari Vajpayee: The brothers' best friend 
and soul mate, They are pinning their hopes on the BJP 
though nobody is sure how much Vaipayee matters 
these days, 

R.K.Hegde: Veteran properly expert and Hinduia 
well-wisher, The brothers are a little disappointed by his 
failure to defend them, however Expects attacks on 
himself from Hinduia-sponsored media 

Ram Jethmalanl: is this a divorce or merely a trial 
separation? Jethmalani still refuses to accept what the 
Bofors FIR says and agree that they were the agents 
But he told Sunday two weeks ago that he’d stopped 
talking to his Shikarpuri buddies. Could this be son 
Tony's influence'? _ 

Bal Thadtaray: Believes in standing by his friends 
through thick and ihm. Has made It clear that he will 
defend the Hindujas against what he calls "V.P Singh’s 
vindictiveness’’ _ 

R.N. Qoanka: They pulled the wool over his eyes, 
for years, Butthanks to S Qurumurthy's profaingj;rain, 
the old boy has seen the light and ^^d agmffViem. 
Consequemiy, the Express no Iqotw praipWs that the 
brothers have golden halQsa|(j^in1^earts. 


willing for a heart-to-heart 
and the leaders settled 
down to a cosy chat. 

Lai began by leaning to¬ 
wards Sinha m his best con¬ 
spiratorial manner to ask 
him if he had ever travelled 
in his ‘plane’ before. No, he 
hadn't, replied a consider¬ 
ably mystified Sinha. 

Ah, said Lai, then 
you don't know what the 
speciality of this ‘plane’ is. 
It has—and here the 
Chaudhary’s voice dropped 
a good two octaves—a 
bathroom, said Lai, taking 
Sinha around to the rear of 
the plane where the toilet 
was situated 


Vegetarian fare 

MK- They've been good 
friends toi years 
now So, whom should 
Manekd Gandhi approach 
when she’s looking for 
some comtoriing than 
Ramakrishna Hegcle 



Maii«4ui Gandhi: taatlng 
timet ahead 

That’s exactly where 
the minister of state for 
environment and forests 
headed when told that 
Nilamani Routray was 
being made Cabinet 
minister with the same 
portfolio But far from 
weeping on the Planning 
Commission chairman’s 
shoulder, Gandhi let the 
fur fly. “I’ll chew him 
(Routray) up.’’ she in¬ 
formed a somewhat be¬ 
mused Hegde. 

“But how can you do 
that," countered the for¬ 
mer Karnataka chief 
minister. “You are a 
vegetarian.” >- 

“Yes,” said Maneka, ( 
“but he is a vegetable!" | 
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"1 was impressed 
when my doctor said 
[\eo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer 
really stops hair loss. 



But I was convinced 
when I used it." 


"My doclor told me Keo-Karpin Hait Vitalizer’ is, a unique 
scientific formula based on extensive research. Me also told 



me it provides all the essential proteins, co-enzymes and 
vitamins for strengttrening haii roots 
All 1 know is that it has certainly slopped my hait from 
falling and checked dandruff." 

Here's an excerpt from the research report: 

"66.66% gave excellent and 33.33% gave good results with 
complete disappearance of dandruff in all cases and nearly 
cent per cent stoppage of fall of hair... So, success rate with 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer may be stated to be cent per cent." 
Indian Medical Gazette 118,223 (1984) 

Thc [p?oveni| *»‘^ U;Mrlk. 

io prtvenl hm daticlruff. 

Dev’s Medical .Care you can trust. 




Wtult dU ths Skmak Man 
say to Kalidasa ofPataliputra? 

How about a contemporary 
classic on a courier who’s 
faster than clouds?” 



.Wypak t-kuiHA)lf M.Vissani^ Bombay 400 0^9 
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“The wind whispered in the trees." 

“The late afternoon of a pleasant day. The warm sun filtering down, cool 
grass underfoot A time to relax, quietly chatting over a refreshing drink. And 
the ideal selection for such moments - the casual elegance 
of Gwalior Suiting ” 

MjHK pataudi 





GM^IUOR 
SUITING 


IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN “7FW 
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Dividing India 



■ 'rhi' situaiion in Kaslimii 
IS onlv worsening vvilti 
time With [’akisi.in ton- 
tinuing to eiiconraee the 
subvc'SiM. .ativ ities ,i wal 
in the near liitnre (.aniuii be 
tilled out ()ui neighbour is 
onK iiiteiested in keeping 
tlie Kashmii piohlein alise 
to disert its [)LO|tk s atten¬ 
tion lioni Its own intenial 
ensis and ethnic tiiimoil 
To combat the terioi 1st 
activities III the st.ite, tl'c 
need ol the houi is the 
installation ot a demoeiatie 
goveinment m the state 
Poliee and arnu aetion ean- 
not be .1 |ieim.inenl sohi- 


ir/ 






BSF personnel In a curfew-bound area: is war the answer? 


A clash with Fhikist.in 
ctmnol be avoided 
(Hour oj the f^un. 21 28 
Apiil) Itveii the common 
man on the street knows 
that the sitiiiilion has 
reached a point of no re¬ 
turn Insteael of blaming 
l‘;ikist;m for tibetting the 
ten ousts, whv doesn ’t the 
government come to the 
leal Ciiuse of the turmoil'' it 
IS obvious th.it the political 
partii s in India htivc ili- 
vided the coiintiv loi their 
owneiiils After Piiniab 
and Assam, now it is the 


I tion to the piolilem Aftei 
I .ill It did not lesolve the 
I i’un|.ib tnsis even altci sis 
I years 

I Nanda Dulal Roy Chowdhury, 
Kharagpur (West Bengal) 

■ T’he rmirdei of thiei 
prominent civili.ms by the 
.lammu .ind K.ishnui I.i- 
beiation I rout (JKI I ) 
militants once agtim pioves 
that the C entie's policy on 
Ktishmir is entirely wrong 
T he relatives ot the dead 
I can iustifiablv blame the 
i goveinment foi the 


tuin of K.isliniir to demand ' trageth Atlei .ill. if six 


a sepal.lie homeland But 
has tmyoiie paused to ,isk 
why these states aie de¬ 
manding secession fioni In¬ 
dia'' It IS only bec.iilse sonic 
people w'lth vested mteicsis 
would like to see India di^ 
integrate. And Pakistan, 
will of course, love to see 
that happen 

AsItBaran Dutta, Murshidabad 
(Weat Bengal) 


! dtetided militants could be 
j icTc.iscd 111 esch.mge loi 
I the home ministei's d.iugh- 
j ter, why wcien't the other 
j militants released too ’ In¬ 
stead of taking hard mea 
I sines, the goveinment only 
I ends up sending tin emis- 
I sai\ of jteace' 

I Vten.i/ii's stand on Kash- 
! mu is understandable She 
1 obviously realises that she 


cannot afford to go tigamst 
the wishes ot the entne 
Opposition who want .i war 
with India I his is the 
re.isonwhy Ben.i/ii hasie- 
peatedlv changed hei stand 
on k.ishmii h.it needs to 
be done now is to cotiducl a 
sust.imed ailti-terrorist op¬ 
eration and sto|i the iiilil- 
tration of militants tioni 
I’akist.in If the govern¬ 
ment lias to persu.idc aiiv 
one. It IS the oidmaiv peo- 
|ile of K.ishmii Ihev must 
be made to undcist.md th.it 
their futiiic does not he m 
I'.ikist.m 

Mithu Mukherjeo, Calcutta (West 
Bengal) 

Shirking 

responsibility 

W ho IS to he blamed foi 
Kinkii Ihitil's de.ilh 
(Miiiilci iuii\i Imtl. I.s- O 
A/uiir’ Wfiilc soeielv will 
no doubt point an .iccusuig 
fiiigei .It I l.insfi I'.itel hei 
nuirdeiei, tfieie aie others 
to hl.ime too I oi mst.ince 
c.m the s( hoof .iiithoi dies 
be tillowed to go scot fiee 
foi permitting the foin 
hoodlums to entei the pie- 
mises ’ Since <ui extirnm.i- 
tionwason woiildn t it 
have beeti moie piiident on 
the part of the autlioiities 
to make seciiiitv .iit.inge- 
ments for the students ’ 
Rmku’s paients too. cannot 
afford to sav that tlicv knew 
iiotliiiig about her tcl.i- 
tionship with Harish Ifpa- 

Rinku Patil: unfortunate end 




rents arc ignorant about 
their child's activities, it 
only reflects bacllv on them 
Harish’s lather says thtit he 
was not .iw'are ol his son s 
tiiendship with the anti- 
soci.il elements ol the aieti 
This IS indeed very stiange 
It IS time p.iients accepted 
their responsibilities to- 
waids then children 

P At Baner/i. Meerut (Uttar 
Pradesh) 


The rule of the 
Tau 

I t IS disgusting to firiif 
Prime Minislei V P 
Singh bowing to the whims 
and Itincies of the Ttiti 







V.P. Singh (left) and Devi Lai: 
differences too many 

(Devi Lai anil sons Pvt Lid 
18—24 Maich) Has the 
Janata Dal fought a 
relentless battle against the 
corruption of the 
Congress(I) only to find 
Itself in a mess because of 
Devi LaP' It is obvious now 
that V P Singh is only 
functioning as a figurehead 
with Devi Lai and Om 
Prakash Chautala 
controlling the reins of 
powei Youi magazine 
needs to be congratulated 
for unmasking the Tau 
O.V. Prasad, Mangalora 
(Karnataka) 

■ Devi Lai IS the Dhnt- 
rashtra of Indian politics 
Even when he knows that 
his son Om Prakash 
Chautala (Duryodhan) is 
committing a mistake, the 
Tau maintains a discreet .si- 
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A lence If the country is suf- j 
fenng at the hands of the i 

father-son duo. it hardly j 

matters, does if’ Now that j 

the serial Mahahharata is I 

drawing to a close, viewers | 

can while away their time 1 

watching the real life 
drama | 

Kevila Menon. New Delhi i 


The search ! 

continues j 

i ll ,is 111 all iiei ] 

ivnels. Hh.ii.iii Miikhei 
|ec seems In he seMKhiiiii ; 

lor her identity iii the j 

western woild ( 4 (huiih un> ' 

nninv, lo 21 A.piil) This 



point is .imply illusiiated by 
the main piotagonisl .las- 
mine who moves ftom 
J place to place in her bul !^l 
^settle down Moieoyer the 



Bharatl Mukherjee: identity 
crisis 

novel also indicates that 
Mukherjee has been influ¬ 
enced by American writers 
whose novels arc replete 
V with large doses of violence 
^ Hankruahna Mahanta, New 
Dalhl 


Setting the record straight 


T here tvas drastic mis¬ 
information in an earlv 
December issue regarding 
mvtilm 1 had lost mv 
mother baicly three weeks 
carliei and couldn't some¬ 
how summon the sticnglh 
to Write to you then Again 
yniii 2.S—.41 March issue 
[Khacn Riiiii) picks up on 
the diatribe 
for your infoimitiion I 
owe no money to Dooidai- 
sh.ind^D) As per the 
rules 1 hase paid all 
monies, as required bv 
Dooidarshan in ady.ince. 



Simi Garewal: inifignant 


and your 

statement to the coniiaiv is therclorc incoireCt 
f he editing ot iin lilin was not done at DD {as you 
haye wiongly alleged I but at Western Outdoin .Studios 
in Homb.iy This ean be verified bv them 

I’lease .ilso ' eiity w nil I)1) when they wrote to me 
.isking me to piodiuv diivimieni.ii les on film pcisonali- 
ties (h was immediately altei l.n mg Li^ciul Rut 
Kapoor and well before India's Rapr ) Also, these were 
to be spoiv.oied proui,unmes notlinanced by DD 
1 cannot tot the hit ot me tatbom what you me,in by 
Mam Shunkai Aiyar phase" It would have been 
lauiihahle il i} didn’t smack of maheious intent 
As tot luck Ra\ Kapoot b.id V'cen ailing tot many 
yeais He knew that he did not has e long to hve Wc 
both had diseussed this many times I'hc icason he 
agreed to do tins tilm, despite his ill-hc.ilth, was to put 
the iccord siraielii m some yva\s The lilm yvas shown m 
1 ondon lone bcloie it was shown in India 

I mtide India's Rapv It was neycr tclceasi m India 
R.ipy lost II you give me the discredit loi his 
losing—woulil you luve given me the credit it he had 
won'* 

[ suppose m .1 yy.iy vou liatiei me by attiibiiimg me 
poweis o\ei hie and death amt the winning iiiid losing 
of elections' 

Having been m llie iiulustry for over twenty ye.irs 
one has learned to be a sport to some extetit about the 
silly, cheap pbes th.it .ippcar in the pu -s from lime to 
time. Being misquoted and misundctsii od conics with 
ttic turf When it is done in crroi %inc c.in oscrlook 
it -but when the motive is to hurt and to damage ni\ 
professional repulation because you haye the powei o( ' 
the pen —11 IS n.'f so easy to foig'vc 
Sim! Garawal, Bombay (Maharaahtra/ 


Under pressure 

C an’t the education de¬ 
partment do anything 
to ease the burden on chil¬ 
dren (The Indian roie trick, 
18—24 March)? As it is the 


cfikl IS iindei tiemendous 
pressure at school, but mat¬ 
ters are yvorsened when his 
parents make him attend 
coaching classes only be¬ 
cause they feel that he can 
become the best. 

R Panchapagaaan, Uadra* 
(Tamil Nadu) 


In bad taste 


( have some comments to [ 
make on your profile of | 
Win t hadh.i (/?/((//(//!(/ I 
hliisic), IS- :i .Apiil) ! ; 

think you h.ive been ex- > 
lieniely uiuli.ii il.ible lo 1 
l’uM|abiv 111 ui IK i,i| I Ins IS ; 

|USt lU il dniK , Cl l.iiiilv iidl I 

by <1 in.iiiH/iiK f il \(Hit ivi- ! 
I U I L I 

llicspi'.livc o| \',|kiI Will I 
( liadli.i IS oi isii I I, M (, p 
lioiis suieb il.i not in.ikc 
Ihc lule Bv geiu i.ihsing ,ill 
youi barbs insinu.ilions 
snide lemai ks ,uid jur. you 
have portrayed a suecesslul 
Puniabi eiilii | 1 icik hi .i 
sonieotie w ho h.is i.lUiic up 
in lilv only Ihtouch slioi! 
iiils Nolhmg cc'uld be 
UiMhei lioni Ihc tiuili 1 III 
enterptismg streak in Pun- 
pilus has helped Ihcm lo 
lebuild then lives altei llie 



I 

i_JL. 

! 

Win Chadha: under attack 

P.iiiHion II h.is lake II them ' 
all ovei (lie w uKI in mam 1 
cases (hey .tie as suceessliil i 
(ill the light sensei as ,iny | 
otliei Iiulian lommuiiilv 
No doubt, theic aie bl.iek j 
sheep arnoni' Pun|.ib;s — I 

pist as III .iny othei com- i 
nuinily bul that vtoes not | 
ni.ike all of them bad : 

llieie aie whcelei-de.ileis 
in all commtinnies Similai- ] 
ly. theie are successful en- | 
liepieneurs. piulessionals i 
and bureaucrats among 
them Yoiii remarks about 
a typical Punjabi—his 
clothes, personal habits, 
etc., are in bad taste.# 

Kriahan Kalra, Naw Delhi 
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Oil i- lA'I and Air tillers can decide the fate o* your engine If they ate inefficient, you will get 
di'',located Valves, daniaged piston rings, ruined cylinder walls, engine seizure 
ano Rc 71)00 in repair bills 

if thr'v wcHK -- the way Purolator does -- you will get peak engine performance, excellent 
mileage fewer servicings and low maintenance bills 

So go ahead msist on Purolator 
The filters yout mcc'iianic would highly recommend 


THE WORLD’S BEST SELUNG FILTERS 


Purolator 



KHUSHWANT SINGH 


Nonsense verse 


The reeent publiea 
tion ol liuliiin (Ift- 
ihcws hv Lin ken 
(Writers \Aoiksh(ip) 
provkles me ,in e,\- 
Liise to indulge in 
itliei fnims ol non¬ 
sensical verse iruluding liimiieks 
i sshieh started heing taken senouslv in 
Mu I8b(ls when ['iiin li began a regiilai 
column entitled Fool Stulf 

Much ot the most popul.ir toim ol 
nonsense serse is the limeiick winch 
the dietion.irv defines a^ 'a fiiceiious 
liagic ' I he name limcnik is deuced 
tioni a parloui g.ime popiiiai in the 
cailc ]bth eenturc in which e.iih mem- 
bei ol the p.irtc ccas K()uiied to sun; 
an e\temp('i ised ' nonsense veisi ' tid 
lowed hv a ehonis will \ou lonu iii' 
I to liinei K k 

Althi'iigh It IS e.eiiei.dic .iccept >'0 
tli.il the toundini' lalhci ol the limer¬ 
ick w.is I dwaicl Le.ii (1812 88) and 
peihaps the most cviclels lepioduced 
hrnciick lemains Ins' 

I heic was an old man vcith a beaid 
Who said "It IS jii'-t as I leaied, 

I Two owls and a hen 
! I oui iaiks and a wren 
I Have all built then nests m me 
I beard'' 

leal s populacilc was due to illus- 
tiations that he made himsell and the 
wide v.irietc ol topics- he ccas a wnlc- 
Iv travelled man who also spent some 
time m India 

l)mc’'''tk did not begin with ! e.ir, 
he only gave it a distinct idi ntitc 
"Hickorc Dickoiy D.ick, the mouse 
I lan up the clock’ is a much older 
version ot the same genie l-oi leasons 
unknown limeiick bceanii' the 
favouiite form ol bawdc wnting l<' 
wit 

The limeiick form is loinpics 
Its contents lun chiefic to se\ 

It biiigeons with cirgetms 
And swarms with eiotic tlfe\ 
Attempts to keep limeiicks clean 
weic .1 failuie As I’rolessoi Bishop 
admitted 

The limerii k is furtive and mean 
^'ou must keep hci in close quaran¬ 
tine 

C)i she sneaks to the slums 
And promptly becomes 
Disorderly, drunk and obscene. 
Since Sex is uppermost m most 
people’s minds, it mevitablv tears its 
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ugle Iliad III veise 

A well-known psychiatrist said 
We Imd sex to be all in the he.id 
Said his patient. "11 true, 
will we heiealtei strew 
In the libraic ralhei than in bed''' 
L>eic political sexual sc.indal has 
piodiii -d a spall ol hmeiieks Mis 
Simpson, Magda 1 upcseu ol Romania 
and ( hiistine Kec-lei have been im- 
moitahseil in limerick I suspect that 
I'amella Houles h.is eluded ihcmed 
iinmon.ilitv because hei nanu- is not 
e.isc to ihcme Hut liineiic!' has k^pt 
pate with tune To wit 

When the laie |o ihi iimon luiis ns 

lOIIIsC 

\nd Ml.mitt ail sml Iheu b\ 
ton e 

W 111 dll men ihei i inbiaic 

In the cao onic! space 

Start lo I til m.ikine ic'cei t hiloi 

COUISl ' 

I In-OIK ,s loi till iiecc tangled stvle 
of leplaiiiig Miss ot \lu c'ltli tlw 
two letlci 

I'hosi cconieii who itiil themselves 
Ms 

Asseil the [ircuuMtice ot I Is 
1 hough ileailc obseiiuious 


? 




The name limerick is 
derived from a parlour 
game popular in the 
early 19th century in 
which each member 
of the party was 
required to sing an 
extemporised 
**nonsense rhyme” 
followed by a chorus 
"will you come up to 
limerick?” 


In rnatteis quite devious 
Thev still cv.mt to sit down to PS 
Thecleiihew is ol l.nci oiigiii taking 
Its name tiom the middle name ol 
Ldmund ( h nhew Hentlec ( 187 , 8 - 
IdSfi) It IS an epigramrn.tlie vcisc 
lorm eoiisistii'g ol two themed lOu- 
plets usiiahc lealine with ,i well- 
known person e i 
Sti lames leans 
.XIccavs sa's what lit mians 
lie IS leailc peifeitlc seiioits 
,\'iout the I'mceise tsiiiie n" le 
nous 

1 mket' IS tin pm la \1 K 

Natk p'ohssoi .a I mhisli Imm K ii- 
natak.i now vnl; (h. I lucei'i'c it 
Bomb.IS Mosi ot Ins ileiiiii w , ni on 
I ni'h'h pi'Cls 
loiiii Milton 

Nes -1 St.iced ai ihe 1 hlnn. 

!'• was wise 
lies booked in pai.idisi 
1 liosi not l.im.li.ii wnli nii. 0111111 
will miss the ti.-uhlt loi-oJu m 
Lmken s Lotnposii.on Some liowec- 
ci, can be eompicheiuled be nadiis 
without .1 degii I III ! ngi si, lilt laiiiie 
,Stiriate> 

\Va. a ere.It li asi 
lie dtil.ited hoinloik 
Sllpi I |i 11 lo Widloi k 

And Sophocles 
I lad .1 kidnev disiase 
I le s.iid ' ( .ill no mail Inqnn 
fill con li.iiii ii.iv. he I'lCs 
rt.ifiu t iiiilhi .iiul Nehiu ilsci 
• ippt' II 111 his Iv'llil lam 
M.ill.,tin.I (i.iiidhi 
.ibho'icd btr.nds 
But had no notion 
of Ihe .Ml I I |i potion 


Lying champion 

“I’eople sac C' U an the ccoilds 
gicatest h.u ," said ,m olif h.ii to in.in j 
notoiious tor nevei lelhni’ the tinl'i i 
"i mav be,' icplud the min Bui : 
let me tell cou then is .motlun woin.in 
to match you in looks -ilui.oti lau. 
nultin ' 

"How people can inahi n oditrs' 
said the hag “1 hcc c.in m.d.i tlie most 
tiuthful^ person into .1 h.n lA im/i.n 
khaasev admix' ko hadihuim Ain Am 
Kikh diva 

{(.'onirdniicd h\ Sluisliank Shokhar, 
Mffiu!) m 









IDBI Capital Bonds 
An attractive instrument 
for exemption from 
Canitd Gains Tax. 




• Available at par 
throuf^hout (he year. 

• Exemption from Capital 
(iains tax under Section 

51E (»f the Income Tax Act, 
19bl. 

• Exemption from Wealth 
tax under Section 5( 11 
(xvie) of the Wealth Tax 
Act, 1957 

• Income tax benefit under 
Section SOL. 

• Interest at 9'^>f p.a. payable 
half yearly. 

• At the investor’s option, 
interest for the full period 
of 3 years can be paid in 
advance on discounted 
basis. 

• No deduction of tax at 
source. 

• Outstation cheques 
accepted and cost of 
collection will be borne by 
IDBI. 
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■ If the AGP IS silent 
about ULFA, so are other 
political parties in the 
state. 

Prafuu^ Mahan'ia, chief 
minister of Assam 

■ I want people to judge 
the policies being 
followed by my 
government. 

OmPrAKASH CHAirrALA, 
chkf minister of Haryana, 
on why he was contesting 
from two constituencies 


■ I do not think our 
approaches are diffe’-ent 
It could only be a 
difference in emphasis. 

George Fernandes, 
Union railways minister, 
on whether he had 
differences withJ&K 
(jovcrnoi Jagmohan and 
Union home minister 
Mufn Mohammad Suyeed 
on Ka'.hmir 

■ Nationalisation of sick 
units IS nothing but 
hospitalisation. Some 
people want 
nationalisation of losses 
and privatisation of 
profits. 

Madhu Davoavate, 
Union ftnanie minister, 
ruling out nationalisation 
of sick mills 

■ The Pnme Ministei 
says a national consensus 
is first on Kashmir. The 
nation is ready; it has 
made up its mind. Is the 
government in Delhi 
prepared to act or not? 


The time for speeches'is 
over. 

Shanta Kumar, Himachal 
Pradesh chief minister 

■ Are we not concerned 
about Madhya Pradesh'’ 
Why does Baba Amte 
believe that the interest of 
the state is dearer to him 
than to us? 

Sunderlal Patwa, 
Madhva Prade\h ihuf 
minister, on Baha Amte’.s 
ride in the agiuition 
again.Kl the Ntirmtiilii 
Sugar dam 

■ The economic burden 
on West Bengal i.s Rs 180 
crores a month ..they get 
ration cards you 

know think what you 
can do without this 
burden. 

Murli Manohar JosHi, 
BJP general secretary, on 
the number of 
Bangladeshi refugees tn 
West Bengal 

■ Public service 
advertising can change 


the world youi children 
and my children will 
inherit. 

Alyoue P.adam.see, chief 
executive, Lmtas (India) 

■ When I came to the 
environment ministry, it 
didn’t exKst. except on 
paper. It was a grey area 
ministry. Nobody really 
cared. Now it is a ministry 
that genuinely does care 
and IS not scared to do so. 

Maneka Gandhi, minister 
of state for environment 
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COUNTERVIEW 


VINOU MFHTA 



Sarkari Shankaracharya 

Swami Swaroopanand Saraswati ranks high in the hierarchy 

of Congress holy men 


The Times of In¬ 
dia edits aie not 
over renowned 
lor spreading en¬ 
lightenment or 
clarity, not sur- 
piising in a paper 
which has made 
"but on the other 
hand” an essential 
element of editorial writing 1 lowever, 
on 28 April, the first editorial of The 
Times faiilv hustled with barely con¬ 
tainable anger It accused a certain 
political party ol “direct complicity m 
piovocative adventurism”, of “uttei 
tiavesty and complete abandonment 
of political principles”, of “irresponsi¬ 
ble manipulations and pandering to 
the worst elements of Hindu and 
Muslim communalism", ot "discreetly 
! mstiuctmg its meinbeis to prop up 
! pathetic fanaticism, ''of "mortgaging 
I Its entire tiailition to unprincipled 
expediency" ,Strong stuff 
, Which p.irty’' Suiely, not the one 
I led bv Shi I Rajiv (iandhi ' Wonders 
I never cease ’I'es. The Times was 
; directing its fire-power at the links 
: between the C ongress and the prop- 
I used second shilimyas m Ayodhya by 
Swami Sw'aioopanand ,Saraswati, 
Shankaiacharya ot Dwarkapeeth and 
' Jyotipeeth Currently, the Jagatguru 
(guru ol the universe) is enjoying the 
conlmed hospitality ot the UPgovern- 
meni. but m the past lew weeks he has 
been hogging the headlines and 
.iliogethei wactmg too many trees. 

Iteloie we examine the many 
"links' It may be useful to remind 
' inii'.eKc", wliai the meddlesome priest 
j \va^ planniiii.’, to do on 7 May. Claim- 
I ing that the eailiei shihinvas by the 
I VHP was a tiaud- “wrong, matispi- 
I Clous time, <0 ihe wrong site and in 
! violation of the '/io.vrra.v”--thc Jagat¬ 
guru, uninvited cmbaiked on a cor¬ 
recting exeuise .Nimed with four 
bricks, "Nancia' , "IJliadia”. “Jaya", 
and “Parna", the Swaim chalked out a 
fresh foundation stone-laving cere¬ 
mony, not 192 feet away from the 
mosque, but m the heart ot the Babri 
Masjid; in other words, in the heart of 

10 ■ ■ - - — 


what IS officially “disputed projierty" 
He wouldjiot stop there Immediately 
aftei the shilanvus, constiuction of the 
temple would begin in earnest I 
The consequences of such an act. if ■ 
allowed, are too horrendous to ton- - 
template lAen Ihe .Swann’s past le- | 
cord of iiresponsibility and icckless- 
iiess are msiitficic-nt groimcK to ex¬ 
plain why such calculated pt('vocation i 
was planned at such a critical )uiietijie, 
especidllv when m loui vveeks the 
government is pledged to come up 
with a loimula to lesolve the dispute 

M eicifully, the Vishw.i Hindu 
Panshad (\1IP) quicklv dis¬ 
tanced Itself from the second slulnnsas 
and has made only token pii'tesls 
when its author was arrested The only 
piolests, besides those from Swar¬ 
oopanand supporters, came from the 


( (ingress Ihe parliamentaiy party 
seeietaiy, P N Sukul, said in the 
I louse that the arrest was “avoidable” 
■ind inticised the government foi not 
('pening a dialogue with the Swami— 
without bothering to explain what 
kind ol dialogue can be opened vvith a 
maveiick determined on dangeious 
niischiet 

.Actually, Mr Sukul had no option 
hut to detciKi Swaroopanand, wno lot 
<ill j'r.ictic.il purposes is .i "card eai- 
rvirig” C ongress Swann SuccessiV(|jj|| 
I Pnme Ministeis and senior le'aders™ 
have p.ud obeis.iiice, to him and, 
wink m the pantheon of all-lndia 
holy men the Swann may dccupy a 
l('w’ly pi. ice, he ranks veiy high in the 
hieiaiehy of Congiess holy men In¬ 
deed, so close and long-established 
are his links that he is popularly 
known as "sarkari Shankaradiaiya " 


Swami Swaroopanand (right): serving god and the state 
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In Madhya Pradesh, the headquar¬ 
ters of his earthly kingdom, the 
Shankaiacharya’s clout is legendary 
In JabalpUi, Narsinghpur. Seoni and 
Chindwara districts, no candidate can 
get a ticket unless he has the Jagatgur- 
u’s approval and blessings It is com¬ 
mon knowledge, for instance, that the 
single Ruiya Sabha seat in the biennial 
elections was given to one Siiresh 
Pachaiiii. .igiimst the wishes ot the 
state unit, betause Pachauii was in 
acolyte ol the Sw.imi 

In between serving god and the 
'•tale, the Swami finds time to sponsoi 
loitciies and appears m advertise- 
menls to piomole their sales ( Hie 
tact that the lotteries tail to distribute 
any prizes is .1 small matter ) But even 
heie politics intiude The lotteries are 
usually piomoted by Congress legisla- 
'ois 01 those who tire related to them 
,,He has also been hacirig an interesting 
fiattle with a rival swami ovei own- 
eiship of a c.ive" m which Adi 
Shankaiach.i!va allegediv meditated 
Aliogethei, then, our .Sh;inkarachai\a 
IS an exiraoidinaiily coloiiiful charac- 
tei, entiieb m tune with the line c'f 
godmen the Congress party patro- 


A lthough the Congress' 
association with the 
seer of Dwarka goes back 
at least 15 years, it is only 
since 1986, when the Ram 
Janmabhoomi-Babri Mas- 
jid dispute resurfaced, that 
the party began assiduously 
building him up. Ciiven 
Swaroopanand's hostility to 
the VHP and the BJP -a 
hostility based on the fact 
that he was given shoit 
shrift by both organisa¬ 
tions—Buta Singh thought 
It useful to create dissen¬ 
sions and divisions within 
the VHP-led Hindu revival¬ 
ist movement The ploy 
failed largely because the 
Congress Jagatguru was a 
marginal swami, one who 
did not have a significant 
following. Additionally, 
the seeCs rhetoric was too 
harsh for even Ashok Sing- 
hal’s ears Mrs Vijayraje 
Scindia is not given to 
attacking Hindu holy men 
in public However, m the 
case of Swaroopanand she 
made an exception by call¬ 
ing frivolous and 






The Swami chalked 
out a fresh foundation 
stone-iaying 
ceremony, not 192 
feet away from the 
mosque, but in the 
heart of the "disputed 
property”—the Babri 
Masjid 


flippant I'hc Dwarka Swami's only 
ideological companion is the equally 
obscurantist .lagatguru of Pun 
logethci thev make a lonely pair 

Having tailed to sow fratricidal war 
within die \'1IP. the Congress had set 
gieat sloie on the Parishad making 
tioiibit. loi \' P Singh iust before the 
Assembly polls 'I'he expectation was 
that die .lanat.i Dal, which had reaped 
the rewjidsot Rajiv CJandhi’s discom- 
tilure on the Ayodhya issue, would 
now be at the receiving end of the 
I lindu militain's iic Miraculously, the 
VI IP granted die Prime Minister a 
loui-mondi reprieve The Assembly 
elections w'ere lost 

Now, as the d.iv (,h June) 
approaches, the VHP while making 
all the light muses, h.is alicady toned 
down Its stndenev and is talking about 
.1 scenaru' in which it might extend the 
reprieve Admittedly, the situation in 
Fainmu and Kashmii would have to 
deteriorate even tuilher for anothei 
extension to he granted, but it is 
interesting that senuu leaders like 
Ashok Singh a I and Mali ant 
Avaidyanath aie openly discussing the 
possibility 

The BJP, meanwhile, haidly utteis 
an encouraging word on thv building 
ol the Ram Temple all its energies 
these days arc directed towards des¬ 
troying Article J7() and teiiorisi bases 
in P')K In short, the Ram Jan- 
mabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute has 
been uit on the back I'umcr Clcaily, 
Mi \ . jpavee and Mr Advani have 
com Hided that there is more electoral 
mileage m going alter Pakistan and 
the JKLF- than an illusory temple at 
Ayodhya 

In the circumstances, it would not 
be overly rash to piosume that come 8 
June the BJP will be less than helpful 
to the VHP Indeed, n might even put 
pressure on its ally to discreetly find 
an escape route while publicly going 
through the motions ot morclias, ulti¬ 


matums and fasts In the two or three 
conversations I have had with Janata 
Dal leaders about future headaches, 
not one mentioned Babri Masjid I 
don’t believe they were being just | 
complacent 

C oiifionted with this new scenario, 
the Congress must have panicked 
How could It lose the one issue on 
which It had pinned its hope^ to return | 
to power'' Messrs Rajiv Ci.mdhi and j 
Buta Singh, past masteis at playing i 
the Hindu card, dusted up Swaruopa- i 
nand and encouiaged him | 
announce the second shilan\u\ in the j 
hope of rekindling the dispute .i.;J. ' 
siinultaiieously issued a warning to the ' 
VHP that if It wavered in its commit ' 
menl, there were others to continue 
the crusade 

There is. ot course, no smoking gun , 
(o prove Congress complicity No ; 
tapc-recoidmg of a elialogiic between ■ 
the Jagatguru and Buta Singli has yet 
been published m the Indtan Exprew , 
Nor IS such a scoop likely However, 
ever since the Dwarkti Swami 
announced his private v/ii/<;r;yio. Mi 
Rdjiv Gandhi’s men have been behav¬ 
ing very strangely indeed 
First of all, it is inconceivtible that 
the xarkari Shankaracharya would 
have attempted so .uulaciou', .iiid 
ambitious an enieipnsc withoui the 
blessings of Rajiv Gandhi Scioiuily. 
in the past few weeks tiaidly a vvoid 
has been spoken inside or outside 
Pailiament by the Congress, sleiu'unc , 
ing the second sfiiUinvtix It was vvilli ; 
enormous leliictancc th.it the Con¬ 
gress general secretary. H K I, Bha- 
gat, got aiound to clisassoiiating his ' 
paity liom the 7 May mischiel The 
Congress is o' crfiowing with MPs who , 
lose no opportunity to preach to the ■ 
nation the precept iiiul piaetice of ' 
secularism They can get almost hys¬ 
terical in defence of minority rights ' 
and minority sensitivities Wheic ate | 
they now'’ Why do we, ,ind why did 
wc. not hear even the mildest cnlicism j 
ol Swaroopanand ’ All we hear is a i 
deafening silence 1 

It must have taken great courage on i 
the part of this government to put the ; 
Dwarka seer under house aiicst It 
was an exemplary act, at once politi- : 
cally and morally wise The Muslims | 
of this country must be particularly 1 
lelieved that communal mischief has I 
been nipped in the bud And Congress j 
hypocrisy has been exposed once 1 
again. All of which from this writer’s 
point of view is good news • 
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GUEST COLUMN 


K NATWAR SINGH 


Diplomatic drift 

A balance-sheet of the V.P. Singh regime’s foreign policy 


Gromyko When 1 got to know Mr 
Shevardnadze well. I asked him one 
day d he had heard the latest f’laxnost 
joke about him He was cautiously 
cunous, not quite sure what to expect. 
He said he had not heard it before 1 le 
could not have heard it because I had 
invented it Shevardnadze doe.s not 
speak or understand English and 
translating humour is a perilous task 
toi any inteipretei But the Soviet 
foreign ministers interpreter is out of 
this world He got the translation right 
and made my day Here’s the |oke' 
There was a press conteience in 
Moscow at which an American cortes- 
pondent asked Mt Shevardnadze how 
many people wtnk in the Soviet fore¬ 
ign ministry The Soviet foreign minis¬ 
ter answered with a straight face, “Ab¬ 
out half” Ml Shevardnadze waited for 
the translation and then burst out 
laughing He later told me he had 
repeated it to Mr Gorbachev, who, 
too, had a good laugh 

Now let me get to the point. In New 
Delhi we have over a hundred di¬ 
plomatic missions If I were asked, 
“How many do serious work't" my 
answer would be, “About half’ 

One o| the mam tasks of an ambas¬ 
sador !■- to keep his government fully 
informed of developments taking 
plate ih the countrv to which he is 
acciedited India, bv any standards, is 
a ma(('i countrv When an election 
produces the results ours did in 
November 1980, the coded telegraphic 
traffic iiitieases manifold The embas¬ 
sies and high i omnussions have now to 
compete with the BBC , the Voice Of 
America (VOA;, R.idio Moscow, and 
Beijing and Tokvo and Karachi The 
‘senous’ emb.issies must be finding 
analysing the present government's 
foreign policy somewhat bewildeiing 


Having spent my entire adult life 
understanding, explaining, articulat¬ 
ing and finally formulating foreign 
policy, 1 am familiar with the perils 
and hazards of diplomatic leportmg 
Diplomats cannot become prophets 
but they are expected to anticipate 
crises and accordingly, advise their 
government. The important thing is 
not to be found out. So the language 


dazed state ol high and permanent 
confusion While 150 days is too short 
a period to arrive at definite conclu¬ 
sions about the foreign policy of the 
National Fiont government, some 
preliminary deductions can be made 

F irst, there is no foreign policy 
There is a foreign minister and a 
foreign office but policy is not visible. 


I.K. Gulra with the leader of the visiting Nepalese delegation: the government of 


of diplomatic communications, has, 
over the centuries, evolved a delight¬ 
ful flavour of its own—no emphatic or 
unqualified recommendations, no de¬ 
finite conclusions, a calculated ambi¬ 
guity and avoidance of idiom, except 
“on the one hand, but on the other”. 
If an ambassador goes wrong, then the 
retribution is merciless 

Hence I do not envy the heads of 
missions in Delhi They must be in a 


To have a meaningful and effective 
foreign policy, a government must 
have, broadly .speaking, a common 
artd shared point of view. This 
obviously the present government 
does not have It cannot. The left goes 
right and the right goes left The BJP 
has one point of view, the communist 
parties another. The Prime Minister 
says that the countiy should be 
psychologically prepared for war an^ 
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his foreign minister says he does not 
want to hear the word “war". The 
Prime Minister says that unle.ss Pakis¬ 
tan stops its unacceptable activities in 
Kashmir and Punjab, there can be no 
talks with Pakistan. Next week his 
foreign minister meets his Pakistani 
colleague in New York (How the Gu- 
jral-Yakub talks were arranged is 
another story and does little credit to 
India ) So what do diplomats in Delhi 
report"^ Temporary confusion, likely 
to continue. 

Between January 1980 and Novem¬ 
ber 1989, no one in Pakistan dared 
adopt the postures and language they 
are now adopting and using. Why'^ 
They can, because there is no internal 


coherence and that is reflected m the 
conduct of foreign policy 

When this government came into 
office It proclaimed that it would im¬ 
prove relations with India’s neigh¬ 
bours and not “act as a bully" and 
abandon the “coeicive ” policy fol¬ 
lowed by Rajiv Gandhi. 

What has it achieved? What is its 
record'^ Let us calmly examine Rela¬ 
tions with Pakistan have taken a 


There is a foreign 
minister and foreign 
office, but no foreign 
policy. To have a 
meaningful and 
effective policy the 
government must have 
a common point of 
view, which the 
present government 
lacks 


nosedive and tensions have ! 
risen There is talk of war , 
(not likely, because Russia ' 
and America will not allow , 
It) Kashmir has been made ! 
an international diplomatic 
football All this within 150 I 
days And the final out- | 
come IS nowhere in sight I 
On his return from the i 
Maldives, the foreign j 
minister of India makes an j 
astounding pronouncement ; 
that under no circumstances | 
will Indian military forces ! 
be sent oui of India What ; 
about our solemn treaty i 
obligations'’ What will this 
government do if the Mai- i 
dives 01 Bhutan asks lor | 
military help'' Do we apply j 
the absurd Gujral doctrine, ; 
or do we nof’ Some clai- j 
ificatior is needed None i 
has so far been offered ; 
Even Inder Malhotia, cool- 
headed and cautious, has 
raised the matte and he, i 
too, IS awaiting a response : 

Nepal Tile Prune Mims- ' 
ter of Nepal has publicly 1 
stated that hut for the | 
pressures put on Nepal last j 
year, the movement for 1 
democracy would not j 
have got off the ground And which 
government in its senses would have I 
sent Its scniormost officials lor discus- 1 
sing fndo-Ncpal relations when ihc I 
Nepalese ruling establishment was ! 
tailing apart m slow motion before our 
eyes'’ Hardly had that delegation 
reached Delhi when the goveinment 
of Nepal fell Simie management of 
foreign affairs 

Sn Lanka Mr Karunanidhi and the 


Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) are calling the shots, not 
South Block The treaty of friendship 
which the Rajiv Gandhi government 
was willing to sign is yet to be signed. 
And the Indo-Sn Lanka Agreement of 
1987 remains the only long-term 
guarantee to preserve the unity, 

I sovereigntv and territorial integrity of 
i Sri Lanka 

! Kampuchea We were among the 
j most active and respected participants 
m the exercise We arranged the first 
ever meeting between Prince Siha¬ 
nouk and the then Prune Minister R. - 
jiv Gandhi Now India is not cvei 
mentioned in connection with Kim 
puchea 

Afghanistan Rajiv Gandhi was 
right on Najibullaii and his goven- 
meni and we were active on Afghanis¬ 
tan Now , vou know 

Southern Africa When Nelson 
Mandela, after his release, was wel¬ 
comed in l.usaka, the countries in- j 
vited to join the welcome were the ] 
frontline states. Nigeria. Australia and ' 
C anada Not India Why'* j 

In his addiess to the nation on tak- i 
ing over as Prime Ministei. Mr Vish- ! 
wanath Pralap Singhji said his govern- ; 
ment would strengthen the Non- i 
Aligned Movement. * I 

The adamantinelact is that today we ■ 
aie not even mentioned in the move- [ 
merit rhe mrn'ement needs to be re- 1 
vitalised and India was one country ' 
that could do so But alas that is not i 
the case I 

The joke doing the rounds in South ' 
Block IS iha: this government is very j 
innovative For 4.1 years we had high I 
commissions in London accredited to i 
Whitehall, now we have one accre- ) 
diled U) Southall j 

Protessinnal diplomats will, of ! 
course, be leportmg this directional I 
drift to their gove'iinients and en- ! 
joving themselves reading the pro¬ 
nouncements of the deputy prime 
minister (the Haiyana political bull 
who canics hts own china shop with 
him) that .‘lO pei cent of the Indian 
ambassadors should come tiom village 
India Prcteiably Meham! 

fan 4? vears we have had a broad 
consensus on foreign policy Nothing 
should be done by th.s government to 
destroy it As Mr Rajiv Gandhi said, 
wv m the Congress will give construc¬ 
tive support Let’s see what the next 
150 days have in store The diplomatic 
corps in Delhi and the world watch 
with diminishing interest. • 



Nepal taN even bafor« itia talk* began 
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UNDjiRFIRE 

With terrorist attacks on the rise, Delhi becomes India's most 

vulnerable citv 


• Hclwffn ? .nul ApiM, 

riu'ie th.in l<i jn-ufilr wcii.' Villcd mul 

lOfl WOllDlifll 11' p''SV.’ltul I’t'ITlb lApIo 

sull)^ in busts .iiui ' 11.11 kctpl. 11 -i_'s in 
Di'lhi 

• !*'.u iriL’ n.u!s on tils' lloius ot I'Usc'-. 
h<is bt-cn ininiu'sl. sn'iimiitci s arc 


And in srossslstd pl.is's's ()n Inisss 
that sarn.passs'ngsts to tlu' siis's s.n.t 
rcss'ttk'nu'iit col'inis-s at iail\s,i\ sia 
turns tils lilts 1 stats' bus ts'i minus 
(IbBI ). irisuis' tiiisTiia hails .iiui in.ii- 
kets -S.ivs Alt -Nfaish.il (Kstd) Allan 
Singh, ths- cits's hs-uts-n.int go'siiioi 
' lis’llii IS a vs-iv but sitv .insl tiu’ onb 


I jkKiscs! to i.uiv then possessions on >sav we can fight tins nisn.ui is b\ 

I then l.'ps ami look uiidei tlieir seats getting .it the sour e--the teiioiists 
I fui suspisioiis ii|s|ests ttieniselves 

! • Since J.inii.irv I'tUd (ires liase de- While tlie [lolue and ths inteiii 
; e.isl.itesi ss'vcn sluiiis, the countn 's gens'c ate buss Ir.iskmg down terronst 
pierniei olficial Thespotwli 


gangs, Delhi must beat the hninl of 
then attacks On 7 I.imiars. l‘.th(l. a 
tionili went oil ne.n the led stone 
boundars vsali ot Pailiament House 
I svo people were killed in .1 bomb 
blast at Mandaoh .i week latei fin lb 
March, a blast at the A/.idpui m.uket 
killid one peison and iii|uiesl P On 
10 April csplosions loskesi the 1 ilak 
N.tgai .uid K.i[ouri (i.rden police sta¬ 
tions iniuimg II, .ind thiee class l.i- 
tei. SIX people died .ind 10 sseie Inirt 
m this seal's ssoist bomb bl.isl m .i' 
cioss'ilecl bus at A/adpur In eiid-Apiil, 


eonlcience hall, the re 
eoids looms ol tsso otti 
Cl a I bu'lding.s and .i 
ciowded maikct in the 
capital, lesultmg in the 
death ot seven [ieo|ile 


ollicial The spot where the bomb went off at New Delhi railway station: 


terrorists strike 


T odas [>elhi IS 
fiiob.iblv Indi- 

a ' s most 
V II i n e t .1 b I e 
.Old iiiseeiiie 
cits with g.ing' '->1 tei- 
r.i! ists on the prowl 
I'oi a population of (C 
lakhs that depends 
mostly on a heavilv- 
' subsidised bus seisiec, 

, !i\e 111 longested col- 
I onIc ■ and ss oi k s i n 
ciowd.'c! markets and 
; o>li'. loniplesc’s pie- 
i I ,i'iii..'e .igiinist ic itoiist 
i ' I r . s s .lie n c .1 r - 
I'liP''ssil'i' 1 sen .1 t'all 
I Hr. '.'led me ',1 1.1 ■. .im- 
: p.ugi; e'dioitni'i people 
, to !■ Ml- urii k'l Ihi i: sc ,its 
i foi .loi'ici-nis obiCvts 
and sill]'!ISC ctueL. o'l 
buses have 11 .', made 
j commuting .in'/ s.dei 
As V I) .1 s K 11 in 11 
Malhotia, itic illp NU’ 
from Sadai B i-'.n , s.is, 
‘'TTie terroiisi 's tr.iined 
to .strike svhen von’ic oti 
guard ” 
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another explosion in a 
bus ncai Pitampur.i kil¬ 
led foil! and iriiiired .^0, 
and vet another at the 
Khanpur bus leinan.il 
lett tliree, including a 
policeman de.id and 
eight wounded 

“Ihe bombs they aie 
using aie very powei- 
tul," s.ns Delhi’s deputy 
commissionei ot police 
(crime), Amodh K.'inth 
He recalls an explosive 
object the Crime Branch 
had detected m Old De¬ 
lhi sometime .i g o , 
which, if It had gone ott, 
would have had the 
c 11 e c t o I .1 n a p a 1 m 
bomb “It would have 
burnt up everything 
around," I’he bomb, he 
says, weighed d.S kg “It 
had 40 kg of petrojelly, 
in which the explosive 
was kept In the explo¬ 
sive was a detonator and 
the device " He adds 
“If It had exploded, it 
would have probably 
been the worst incident 
to date ’’ 

The New Delhi tail- 
way station bomb blast 
in 1987. when human 
flesh and pieces of lug-, 
gage were found several 


SUNDAY 1,V-19 May 1990 














nn'tic- a\\,i\ li.iii' tiu' imint ot 
tiK’ >li.'inonsl I at I'd luiv\ 

pOWtillll lIlC IS ' NllW S<'-\S 

Kanih ‘ ilif. .ns' usmt; ,i suhst.iiKc.’ 

ilk'll I\cliUiimi. tluKiiii .11 R!)\ I.' 
iii.ik. 1 ' I'oinhs ' TIu [ 1 .ill I bclii-i.' ihi' 
IS tlu' suhst.ilKi' .\lin.i' a.IS iissd 111 Mk' 
honibs whiih (,\,il"ilid ..li liio i IiImi 
tisLMih LxpU'ss and a! a plasi.' iii’ai 
Ahmedali.ul RI ' X is I'MhaliK simu- 
gk'd info India tiom I’.ikisian, ths'\ 


T tiiorist stn'M's in Dtllii liav-.- b’-- 
Lotnc iiinirnon nvci ills' las; t'i};lii 
years "A h. niib attack in Del'll makes 
iiaiKiiial hciidlines, wink a t/ia l in a 
snidlk'i town in runiali itels insi m iIk' 
third ot fourth p.ige ' sa\s Kaiilh Iftit 
he IS happy the jioIkc h.ivt I'ceii able 
I.) solve most ol tlic blast laas sniii. 
ldS2 

In Id82-K3, Satvapi Singh and Miili 
bams Singh were airesteil in loiiiiei. 
turn witli the bomb evplosion at 1SB7 
In 1985- m the nioinhs following the 
November 1984 anti-Sikh riots—the 
transistoi bomb blasts claimed 85 lives 
and left 15(1 injured not only in Delhi 
but m Uttar Priidesh, liarvana, Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmii and i’lmiab “ That 
was the single hnn'csi teiioiisi stnke 
in the city." Kanih savs It has been 
unsurpassed in iiitcnsit\ till date 
Next came the blasts of K) tind II 
May, 1985 Those involved were 


Mahiiwiet Siniih Oberoi Mahinde. 
Singh khalsj, Kartai Singh Natai'g 
and Sukhdev Singh Khalsa, the head 
ol the Babbar Khalsa Sonn, .84 jici- 
sons weie aiiested, while eight olfcn- 
dets absLoniled 

Attei 19 SS there wcie no teiiorisi 
strikes tor a peiiod o! Ihiee ve.iis 
I hen, a bomb went oti at the 
Shahdai.i bus leiminus killing Ihies 
and njiiiing 2’’ The m.tn behitul ibis 
Was Alimlet P.il Singh I he pohci 
louiid a numbei ot bombs Lonccaled 
m tvvo-kg edible oil inis m Pahaigani 
Delhi Cantonment and othei plaies 
The New ftelhi t.niw.iv station bias' 
occurred on 12 June, 1980 l enj'eopk 
died and sd weic iii|Uied A sab 
inspeetoi ot police. Bean .Smgh, was 
ariested 

I'he men lesponsible 'oi the latest 
lonnd ol blasts m Delhi are ,i dism;s 
sed iioIkc constable, fiuiiasbir Smith 
M,mg d Smgh of Unidrispiir. who he 
longs o (he Bhmdiaii''ale Tiget lone 
of Khalistan (BITK), ;iikI a man cal 
led Doetor', who also belongs to the 
BTI'K A reward of Rs gs.OOt) each 
has been announced f>>r the capture ol 
Ciuttasbii and Mang:! Smgh dead oi 
alive C'uriasbir has been bitter since 
the Novembei 1984 iiois m Delhi in 
which his giiltiiend, leet.i, w.is killed 
Savs Kanih "His c ise is typical of all 
dismissed |ioheeimn and others who 
have been engaging m such activities " 
Bitter and angry, they tire dcteinimed 


Vehicles damaged in a 
bomb explosion in 
north-west Delhi; 
Pakistani hand?; and Lt 
Governor ot Delhi, Arjan 
Singh; fighting the 
menace 


to avenge then losses 

Vijav Kumar Malhotr.i ol ilie B'l' 
feds that the nitoMn.ition g.i'lnud Iw i 
mtelligeni'e agencies on disijiinnli .i 
policemen and imilmeeis ^ ti.i iil\ m- 
adequate Once a person m imib'im 
has been dismissed |oi iiuinlemg 'n 
subversive .iciivities .i stiKt a.ii. i 
shmilii be kept on him s.iv- 'In fiT 
le.idei Howevei, Mie t’ioe'nmcni 
often doesn’t li.ive a ^luc ,ib. m' sUi Ii ,; 
peison’s when.iboufs As !oi 'lie le ■ 
tent es[>losions. M.ilhoua sec- .i p.it , 
tern in them Ihcv b.ive been hap ; 
penmi; m places wliieb s.iv, kiilmis , 
during tlie Novombei I'l.sl not' he ; 
s.iv's, siu h as K,dk,i|i li'ak N.icmi ,uid I 
Kaioiiri ti.iukii j 

I .ilkiiu'of mulmec IS some oi them : 
lonliiiue- To be in a position to s.tbot i 
■me unpoll,!Til bnildiiigs I lie 
rmitmeeis vvei, supposi. ^i io h.ive bi en 
leh.lblllLlled in less sti.ittgle |obs But 
some ot them li.r.e been .ibsoibed in 
the Deleiiie Sce'iiity ( oips (I)Sl ), | 
which Is III cluirge ol guaiding eleleiue | 
establishmenis, meiiiding the .irmv j 
he.tdquai tfi s Among them ate | 
tiamees who were alleged to have I 
|oincd tlu levolt .tgainsi then units ] 
.dtei Opeiation Blucstar 7hL gin,.ni- , 
nient mdiie'led them inlo die DSt In i 
taiise it louiul no de.u et wienie ; 
ag.mist them But deteiue souin s be 
heve they eoiild easilv e.uise tnuiliie if , 
tliey wished to llliteiaey is .iiioihei I 
problem many ot the D.SC gu.iuts pist j 
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faniiot tell a take entry permit from a 
genuine one. They allow anyone who 
says he is from a cooking gas agency or 
fire biigade to enter the premises, 
without properly checking his creden¬ 
tials 

W ho is behind the fires that have 
been breaking out in important 
buildings and crowded markets in De¬ 
lhi' The B,TP's V K Malhotra docs 


The men 
behind the 
blasts 

Punjab's extremists and 
their activities in Delhi 

D elhi first became a target tor 
Punjab’s killer gangs in the 
early Eighties. But the attacks be¬ 
came more frequent after the anti- 
Sikh riots of 1984. 


Harjinder Singh Jinda operated 



AthiderPitl Hw^ndwStavli 
Singh Jliidi 


through two separate gangs. The 
first was the Inderpal Singh Sangal- 
Harpal Singh group, which carried 
out five bank dacoities in Delhi in 
1 1984-8.'), The second was the Bil- 

! loo-Babla gang of Punjab, which 

] robbed a jewellery shop in Karol 
I Bagh and attempted three* other 
I robberies 

j The police managed to track 

j down the culprits, but not the man 
j behind them, Jmda himself, who 
joined the Khalistan Commando 
Force fKCF) linda took up resi¬ 
dence in NOIDA,, near Delhi, and 
was eventually caught by the 
police. But when he was being 
- taken to a court in Ahmedabad in 
3986, he escaped. He was caught 
and imprisoned again in 1987. Jin- 


not rule out the hand of saboteurs 
“But the main reason for fires in the 
slums,” he says, "is that some of the 
new slum dwcllcis want land in ex¬ 
change for their huts '' The govern¬ 
ment, bv 'lay ol iclicf, gives 25 sq 


yards to each family that loses its hut 
in a slum fire The DCP (crime), 
Amodh Kanth, shares this view, but 
rules out the possibility of sabotage in 
any of the fiics that have broken out 
till now 



da is now awaiting execution in a 
Pune jail. 

The other notorious terrorist ac¬ 
tive in Delhi was Surjit Singh Penta 
of the Bliindranwale Tiger Force of 
Khalistan (BTFK). His gang was 
responsible for the cold-blooded 
killingsof 1987, when a group of 
youths on two-wheelers opened 
fire on puja revellers in Chittaran- 
jan Park and on a birthday party in 
Greater Kailash They also killed 
BJP councillor Harbhajan Seth 
and his brother, Mulchand 

The police blame Atinder Pal 
Singh, a dismissed policeman and 
now member of Parliament whom 
the government has refused to re¬ 
lease, for (he bomb blast in 
Shahdara in 1988. Nishan Singh 
and Dalbir Singh were behind the 
explosion in New Delhi railway 
station in June 1989, which left ten 
dead and 50 injured The police 
claim to have solved all these 
cases. 

TTie men they are on the look¬ 
out for in connection with the bus 
blasts in 1990 are Gurjasbir Singh, 
a young constable who wa.s dismis¬ 
sed from the Delhi police, Mangal 
Singh of Gurdaspur, who works tor 
the BTFK, and a terrorist with a 
curious alias, ‘Doctor’. The only 
arrest the police have made so far 
IS Beant Singh, another disgruntled 
policeman out to avenge a loss he 
suffered in 1984. 



VIgyan Bhavan burns: fires wreak 
havoc in Delhi 


But as loi the lecent bomb blasts, 
the gosernmeiit suspeits P.ikistani in- 
viihenieiir The material used to make 
the bombs is unlikely lo ha\e been 
acquired lioni Indian ordnance factor¬ 
ies. oflieials say. and has probably 
been smuggled in No woithwhile 
clues -lioni a foiensic point of view— 
have fieeii obtained horn the sites of 
the live recent blasts. The devices 
were carefully limed But there was no 
tiace ol a timer I'hc police believe 
light quart/ timcis were used and the 
intensitv of the blasts destioycd them 
The ballistic vc'locitv of these blasts 
was found to be 1,()()() metres a 
second 

But despite the many blasts in the 
capital, the authoiities remain un¬ 
daunted Delhi's plan tor an under¬ 
ground railway system to ease traffic 
congestion remains unaffected by the 
spells of terror When they first 
announced it. Delhi administration 
otiicials did acknowledge the fact that 
a tube railway network in Delhi would 
probabiv he the ’softest" terrorist 
target in the city, it would enable 
saboteurs to inflict maximum damage 
with minimum effort But this didn't 
deter the plans for the project 

Even DCP Amodh Kant is confi¬ 
dent that with public vigil, the menace 
can be checked. Is the authorities’ 
confidence misplaced oi will they be 
able lo make Delhi a safe city once 
again'' Only time will tell, • 


Nirmal Mttn/New D0IM 
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Farewell, Phizo 

The legendary Naga leader dies in England 


H e had long ceased to be of any 
consequence to his inbesmcn 
but when Angami Zapu Phi/o 
passed away on 1 May in London, it 
marked the end of a significant phase 
in the history of the Naga struggle for 
independence Dining the last tew 
years, Phizo lived a lonely life, far 
' away from the battlefield of his youth 
Age and a debilitating disease had 
rendered him paialylic And the feel¬ 
ing that he had failed his people 
smothered whatever fire was left in 
the undisputed leader of the Nagas for 
more than four decades 

Phizo arrived in Kohima, the capital 
■I of Nagtiland long before Independ- 
' ence. and set up a tyre workshop But 
the British rulers were irked by his 
anti-colomal stance and drove him out 
ot his place I'hat was 
the first provocation and 
Phizo took a vow to liber¬ 
ate his peo[)le from any sort 
of slavery I lounded by the 
British, Phiza) fled India 
and found a |ob at the Ran¬ 
goon docks in Burniii Phi- 
zo later claimed that he col¬ 
laborated with Nelap Sub- 
has Chandra Bose’s Indian 
National Army flNA) on 
the condition that once In¬ 
dia became tiee, the Nagas 
too would be gr.inted inde- 
‘I pendenee 

But that was not to be 
and in 1<JS(), Phi/o took 
over as chairman of the 
Naga National Council, 
with the aim of carrying on 
the struggle foi Naga inde¬ 
pendence Years in jail had 
I already made him a hero 
with his people. And in 
1952, the Nagas formally 
objected to the mergci of 
Nagaland with the Union of 
India by boycotting the 
general elections that year. 

In 1956, the Naga 
National Council launched 
an all-out offensive against 
the Indian administration 
New Delhi responded by 
deploying the army in 
Nagaland and brought it 
under the Disturbed Areas 


Act But the intensity with which the 
Nagas fought demonstrated how good 
an organiser Phizo was In 1958, Phizo 
fled to Pakistan to arrange for aid. 
which was soon forthcoming 

It was around this time that Phizo 
felt that the Naga issue should be 
raised m different international fora 
He visited [.ondon in 1960, and fol¬ 
lowed It up with a brief stopovei at the 
United Nations headquarters in New 
York but failed to elicit a favourable 
lesponsc from them 

In fact, observers feel that Phizo 
made a blunder by spending more 
time abroad trying to internationalise 
the Naga pioblcm For, long peiiods 
of db.sencc from Nagaland cut him oft 
from the people The lesult was that a 
younger breed of Naga guerrillas soon 


took over the leins of the movement. 
And mcvitabh. personality clashes 
split the Naga National Council into 
warring groups 

Phizo, who could have acted as a 
catalyst to unite all the Naga factions, 
chose to Slav in London during this 
crucial phase The Indian government 
utilised the opportunity to crush Nagi 
insurgency and as the army gained 
control. Phizo faded into oblivion. 
The .Shillong Accord was signed in 
1975, which dealt a blow to the Naga 
movement And a Phizo in exile could 
dO'no more than issue statements con¬ 
demning the atrocities on the Nagas, 
The National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (NSCN) was formed in 1981 
by pio-Beijing Naga leaders like 
Muivah and Issac Swu, both of whom 
denounced Phizo and his 
“clique of reactionary 
stooges” And since the 
early Eighties, it is the 
NSC’N which has been at 
the centre-stage of the 
Naga freedom struggle. 

But the desire to liberate 
the Nagas was still theie in 
Phizo. In the mid-Eighties, 
he made one moie attempt 
to unite the different Naga 
rebel outfits through two of 
his former generals—Thi- 
noselie and Mowu Angami 
But the effort failed and 
Mowu slipped out of the 
country to join Phizo in 
Britain 

In his last days, Phizo 
tried to keep the heat on by 
linking up with other anti- 
India groups in Britain— 
the Khalistanis and the 
Kashmiri separatists in par¬ 
ticular But as Jagjit Singh 
Chouhan, the self- 
proclaimed chairman of the 
Khahstan National Coun¬ 
cil, said “Ills age has been 
against him He also does 
not have regular contact 
with those who are still 
fighting against the Indian 
Army. Otherwise, he could 
have been an useful ally.” 

SiMrBhaumIk 


(From our files) Phizo with his daughter in Britain: end of an era 
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E SOUTH BLOCK 



INDER MALHOTRA 


The wi dening gu lf 

Indo-US relations sour over the Super 301 issue 



Thcie must he some 
kind of a hoodoo 
over relations be¬ 
tween the world’s 
largest and most 
powerful democra¬ 
cies All the claptrap 
about “common 
commitment” to democratic values 
has never prevented bickerings be¬ 
tween India and the United States 
Some perceptive and unhappy obser¬ 
vers of the scene have indeed wntten 
about the “widening gulf" separating 
the two countries. 

Time was when the US, busy in a 
crusade to “roll back the tidal wave of 
communism", found India's non- 
alignment irritating, unacceptable and 
even “unmoral” In pursuance of its 
fjerceived global and regional objec¬ 
tives, America did not hesitate to 
adopt policies directly detrimental to 
Indian security and supreme interests 
even while giving India massive eco¬ 
nomic aid To most Indians Dullesian 
“pactomama” used to be like the red 
rag to the bull, there are many Amci- 
icans around who to this day claim to 
have been “irked deeply” by Krishna 
Menon’s stentorian sermonising Even 
as late as ld71, there was the noto¬ 
rious Nixon-Kissinger “tilt” towards 
Yahya Khan’s murderous regime in 
Pakistan Unabashedly, the U.S sup¬ 
ported in the Bangladesh war the side 
that was morally in the wrong and 
militarily doomed to lose. 

Despite the renewed US-Pakistan 
military relationship, in the wake of 
the Soviet mteivcntion in Afghanis¬ 
tan, a slow but subtle change started 
taking plaie in Indo-US relations in 
the early I icIurs Here Indira Gan¬ 
dhi had u'tunied to power after only a 
three-yeai poluuai exile, while in the 
US the 1 efion piesidency of Ronald 
Reagan had heeun The shared 
approach of the two sides was that 
while iriecojiciLibic dilteiences be¬ 
tween them should he bypassed, all- 
out efforts should be m.ide in other 
areas to promon- understanding and 
cooperation. 

It was during Rajiv Gandhi s time 


that the new appioach flowered. In¬ 
dia, wanting to profit from America’s 
overwhelming technological siipcrioi- 
ity, sought the state-of-art dual tech¬ 
nology from the U.S The Americans, 
having developed respect foi India’s 
military power and economic poten¬ 
tial,especially with an eye to the ex¬ 
panding and potentially vast Indian 
market, became responsive Indeed, 
they began to entertain hopes that, by 
providing India with some military 
technology, they could some dav wean 
It away from the Soviet llnion 
At the beginning of thd yeai, which 
ushered in the new decade and the 
new government in New Delhi, things 
looked up even more dramaticallv fin 
the vital and emotive issue ot Kash¬ 
mir, the US, foi the first tune in 40 
years, refused to offer comtoit to 
Pakistan Instead, it endeared itself to 
India by giving the outdated UN re¬ 
solutions on Kashmir and the talk of 
plebiscite a wide berth and contentrat 
ing instead on the ShimlaAgreement 
It asked India and Pakistan to avoid 
war and to settle all disputes and dif¬ 
ferences, including Kashmii, in the 
spirit of the acioid signed .it Shirnla 
over 17 years ago by Bena^n’s tatlin 
and Rajiv’s mother 

Against this encouraging backdrop. 
It IS all the moie shocking that on a 
range of trade issues, covered by the 
ugly rubric “Super .101”, the US has 

V.P. Singh: the birfl Is in his court 




chosen to treat India in a manner 
which IS overhearing,offensive, petty 
.ind mean Seeds of renewed bitter¬ 
ness and discord have been sown 

"Super .101” IS perhaps the worst 
section ot the omnibus US trade law 
which IS highly protectionist It was 
en.icted in IWK specifically t<' retaliate 
.ig.iinst Japan which had built up a 
whopping ‘iO billion dollar trade sur¬ 
plus against the US But India’s tiade 
surplus of H.'iO million dollars is so 
inconsec|uential as to be laughable In¬ 
deed. the whole Indo-LlS trade of less 
than SIX billion dolLirs is chickeiifeed 
111 American terms though it is vital for 
India 

last yeai, the IIS nolilied that 
Japan. Bra7il and India weie lollowing 
“unfair ir.ide practices" which ought 
to ch.inge within .i vear oi else Ariiei- 
iCM would take "letali.itory .ictinn" At 
the end of this period lajiaii and Bra¬ 
zil have been quietly let oil the hook 
and India has been singled out as the 
only ‘culprit” in the wide world 

Some are bound ti' argue th.it Japan 
and Bnizil have tried to be "accom¬ 
modative” to Ameiic.m concerns 
while India has lefiised to discuss the 
issue bilatenilly "under thieat” Its 
preference is foi multilateral negotia¬ 
tions without duress However, the 
truth of the matter is that J.ipan’s 
trade surplus has .ictuallv increased 
during the last 12 months 'Hie angrv 
US action against India is like a man 
unable to face a builv bully beating up 
a weak and innocent bystander 

V P Singh’s government IS commit¬ 
ted, as firmly as that of Rajiv Gandhi, 
not to budge from its present position. 
America, which has set itself up as the 
solo arbiter of unfair trade practices, 
despite Its own glaring transgressions 
of the doctrine of free trade, is hound 
by its law to take "retaliatory action” 
unless it gets some satisfaction from 
India by 16 June. 

Unless Washington withdraws from 
the bnnk even at this late .stage, a 
souring of India-America relations 
appears unavoidable What a waste of 
the decade-long efforts to improve 
them' • 
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WAR AND PEACE 

Twenty-eight years after the battle for Goa, India and Portugal 

initiate friendship moves 


W hen the Portuguese 
dictator Dr Oliveira 
Salazar refused to va¬ 
cate Goa even 14 years 
after Indian Independ¬ 
ence and in a show of belligerence 
ordered his frigates to shell Indian ves¬ 
sels straying near Goan territorial wa¬ 
ters, Jawaharlal Nehru decided it was 
a bit too much. On the morning 
of 18 December, 1%1, Martyra’Ma 
the Indian Navy block- 
^aded the harbours of 
iGoa, the Air Force 
bombed the local air¬ 
field and the Indian 
Army’s 17th Division 
led by Major General 
K.P. Candeth started 
marching towards Goa’s 
coital, Panjim. Desper¬ 
ate Portuguese forces 
tried to stall the Indian 
advance by blowing up 
bridges and culverts. 

But by next morning, 

Indian troops were 
swarming into Panjim. 

The Portuguese defen¬ 
ders, instead of putting 
up a fight, assembled 
outside their officers’ 
mess and waited for the 
Indian troops. Before 
noon on 19 December, 

1961, the Indian trico¬ 
lour was fluttering atop 
the Goa Governor’s 
palace, marking the end 
of 450 years of Portu¬ 
guese colonial rule in 
India. 

For all practical pur¬ 
poses, however, Portug¬ 
al and India remained at 
loggerheads for another 
13 years. Salazar de¬ 
clared that they might 
have lost the battle of 
Goa but the war was not 
yet over. He never stop¬ 
ped insisting that Goa 
. was an integral part of 
Portugal and continued 
to nominate two Goan 


exiles to the Portuguese Parliament. 
Diplomatic relations between the two 
countries were severed and thousands 
of miles away, the dictator Salazar still 
gnashed his teeth over the loss of his 
colonial possession. It was only when 
Salazar’s successor. Dr Marcelo 
Gaetano, was overthrown by the 
socialists in 1974 that the two coun¬ 
tries once again began diplomatic par- 

orU, Goa: th» hatchet has bMm buriwl 



leys. Portugal formally accepted Indi¬ 
an sovereignty over Goa and signed an 
agreement on cultural cooperation m 
the December of the same year. This 
move, in retrospect, was more a polite 
gesture and there was no substantial 
improvement in relations—till thi.s 
year. 

When Indian President R. Venk- 
ataraman visited the Portuguese capit¬ 
al, Lisbon, in eaiiy 
April this year, he was 
greeted with a new 
warmth. “The Poitu- 
guese went out of their 
way to make it clear that 
President Venkatara- 
man’s visit marked a 
new beginning in Indo- 
Portuguese relations,” 
says K.V. Rajan, the 
joint secretary in charge 
of the Portugal desk at 
the Indian ministry of 
external affairs (MEA). 
Venkataraman was 
feasted by the Portu¬ 
guese President Mario 
Soares, by Prime Minis¬ 
ter Anibal Cavaco Silva 
and introduced to 
dozens of senior minis¬ 
ters and officials. The 
Indian President was 
even accorded the rare 
honour of addressing 
the Portuguese Parlia¬ 
ment, which gave him a 
standing ovation 
To prove that the bit¬ 
terness was a thing of 
the past, the Portuguese 
government announced 
that It would return the 
assets of Goans, frozen 
for more than 28 years 
in Portugal’s Banco 
National Ultrasaring 
(BNUI—the famous 
‘Goa gold’ issue that has 
embittered relations for 
years. Over Rs 5 crores 
worth of deposits of gold 
and other ornaments 
made by thousands 
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of middle class Goans had 
been taken away by the BNU after the 
1961 war and repeated requests by the 
Indian government for their return 
had elicited no response But things 
were finally changing. The Portuguese 
also expressed the wish to return to 
India, preferrably to Goa—not as col¬ 
onialists this time but as friends and 
cultural emissaries The hatchet, it 
seemed, was truly buned. 

B ui why suddenly after 28 years 
Could it meicly be the result of 
the working of time, the great healer? 
Not really, feels the MEA’s Rajan 
“Portugal might be a small country but 
It IS important in the scheme of the 
European Community (FiC),” he says 
“We fell It was pointless not to restore 
good relations and the Poituguese 
government reciprocated ” Rajan says 
that the entire process of normalisa¬ 
tion of relations was catalysed by the 
economic imperative 

Five centuries ago, the Portuguese 
had sailed to India to estab¬ 
lish trading posts and 
enclaves from where 
they could further their 
commercial interests. 

Today, the Portuguese 
have retreated to the 
confines of their tiny 
coastal country. And, in 
a curious reversal of 
roles. It IS the Indians 
who aic looking to Por¬ 
tugal to establish indus¬ 
tries theic Leading the 
race are the Tata Group 
and a numbci o 1 Indian 
pharmaceutical firms 
They have already sent 
teams to Portugal to find 
out what kinds of indus¬ 
tries could be set up in |HR!||PI!|!I 
that country. HhSmUm 


“Our aim is to use Portugal as an 
entry point to the post-1992 European 
market,” says Tata Services’ chief ex¬ 
ecutive, M Z A Baig, who visited 
Portugal last year as part of a Tala 
team invited by the Portuguese gov¬ 
ernment Tlic main aim of the Euro¬ 
pean market, Baig explains, is to allow 
for the free movement of goods within 
the 12-nation Community. Imports, 
on the other hand, could be taxed 
heavily and most manufacturers out¬ 
side the Community might find their 
products hopelessly outpriced Manu¬ 
facturers interested in tapping the 
European market are consequently 
hurrying to establish manufacturing 
units within the Community to escape 
high tariff barriers. 

Portugal appears to be the most 
suitable EC country for Indian inves¬ 
tors. “Labour costs, for instance, are 
relatively cheap compared to other 
parts of Europe,” points out Rajan 
The country also has a large popula¬ 
tion of people of Indian origin (from 
Goa and Mozambique). “The work 
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environment too is suitable for Indian 
companies,” adds Baig Because ot 
lower labour costs, industries in Por¬ 
tugal do not have to be automated and 
highly capital intensive Besides, the 
Portuguese government, which fears 
balance of payments problems with 
other EC members once the free trade 
proposals become operative in 1992, is 
offering a variety of attractive incen¬ 
tives to foreign companies willing to 
set up shop in Portugal The govern¬ 
ment, tor instance, is prepared to gift 
up to US $1.5 million to units set up in 
Portugal 

“Portugal IS keen on Indian com¬ 
panies because of our capabilities in 
the areas of automotive parts, forg¬ 
ings, castings, software and electro¬ 
nics,” says Baig The Tata Group, 
with Its new emphasis on exploring 
frontiers beyond the Indian borders, 
intends to take full advantage of the 
Portuguese opening Already, the Taj 
Hotels chain has located a site for a 
hotel in the coastal resort of Algrave 
and IS looking for property in 
the Portuguese capital, 

' Lisbon, and in the in¬ 

dustrial city of Porto. 
Tata Exports plans to 
hUVU produce high quality 

ittiM shoes in Portugal, while 

id Telco is exploring possi- 

lloiw bilities for setting up a 

tryto forgings and castings 

unit. Indian industry 
four and the ME A are, con¬ 

sequently, only too de- 
miMik termined to forget the 

10 0^0 memories of Salazar and 

HiUlv'' the two-day war of De- 

cemberI961. 


T he only contentious 
aspect of the new 
Indo-Portuguese camar¬ 
aderie is Portugal’s 
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insistence on establishing a cul¬ 
tural centre in Goa. The ME A 
and Indian industry might today retain 
no memories of Salazar and Portu¬ 
guese colonialism, but Goans do. And 
I not all of it is pleasant. Unlike Bntish 
< colonialism, Portuguese rule was 
marked by religious bigotry and auto¬ 
cracy. The Portuguese national sym¬ 
bol was the cross and the sword. While 
they constructed beautiful cathedrals 
in Goa, they also put to the sword 
Muslims and other heretics who re¬ 
fused to accept Christianity. After the 
liberation of Goa, the Portuguese 
offered to ship free of cost any Goan 
wishing to settle in Portugal Less 
than 250 accepted. “That was the most 
devastating plebiscite—the Goans 
completely rejected the Portuguese,” 
recalls 78-year-old Dr Carmo 
Azevedo, who has written several 
books on Goa’s history, culture and 
relations with Portugal. 

The Indian government fears that a 
Portuguese cultural centre in Goa 
would be undesirable and has been 
trying to stave off the Portuguese de¬ 
mand. Some prominent Goan politi¬ 
cians also secretly fear that the return 
of the Portuguese to Goa could give a 
fillip to the pro-Portuguese fringe 
groups that have sprouted in the state 
in recent times. They point out that 
the Goan soaety remains starkly di¬ 
vided between the Catholics, who 
comprise 28 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion, and the Hindu majority. Efforts 
to bridge the gap have not been suc¬ 
cessful and the new generation of 
Goans have become more aggressive 
in defending their communal identi¬ 
ties. While there is no overt antagon¬ 
ism between the two pnncipal Goan 
communities, this divide has been 
complicating matters at the political 
level. 

“Goans are struggling to find their 


own unique identity,” says Eduardo 
Faleiro, the Congress(I) MP from Goa 
and former Union finance minister of 
the state. “While we have nothing 
against the Portuguese and would like 
relations with that country to improve, 
the re-emphasis of our Portuguese 
antecedents will project only one side 
of the Goan identity.” Dr Azevedo 
concurs with this view. “There is simp¬ 
ly no need for the Portuguese to re¬ 
establish their presence in Goa,” he 
says. “My quarrel was with Portu¬ 
guese colonialism and not the people 
or their culture,” he adds, “And today 
we have a number of organisations 
here in Goa that are working to prom¬ 
ote the Portuguese heritage. We need 
Portuguese books, magazines and 
journals—not the Portuguese them¬ 
selves.” 

Dr Azevedo, however, strenuously 
discounts the fear of cultural colonial¬ 
ism. “To be frank, there are only a 
handful of people here who are not 
reconciled to the departure of the Por¬ 
tuguese.” These are the Saudosistas, 
the people nostalgic for the old times 
when genuine port could be had for Rs 
2 a bottle, when seafood was cheap 
and plentiful, and the tourist hordes 
had not yet descended on Goa to pol¬ 
lute the beaches and drive up prices. 
But these people are not the majority. 

t IS ridiculous to think that a 
cultural centre can be a colonial 
agency,” says Dr P.P Shidodkar, 
director of the Goa Archives, whose 
father was a Goan freedom fighter 
Shidodkar, as an archivist, is more 
concerned about cultural cooperation 
with the Portuguese and in exploiting 
the vast repository of archival material 
in his libraries. “Portugal today is no 
longer an imperialist country,” he 
adds, “And it is silly to think that 
Portuguese influence will damage the 


fabric of Goan society." 

Goa’s deputy chief minister Rama- 
kant Khalap is also in favuui of the 
Portuguese returning to Goa “All 
former colonial powers today have 
good relations with us, Portugal has 
been the only exception In fact, it is 
surprising that normalisation should 
have taken so long.” Khalap feels that 
the pro-Portuguese elements in Goa 
are a tiny minority and cannot de¬ 
cisively influence even local Goan 
politics. 

The more enlightened in Goa, 
however, believe that none of Goa’s 
internal problems can be solved by 
keeping the Portuguese away. “Our 
problem is one of finding an identity 
which transcends religious differ¬ 
ences,” says Pramode Khandiarpar- 
kar, a Panjim-based journalist 

The ruling Progressive Democratic 
Front (PDF)—which is a coalition of 
the pro-Hindu Maharashtrawadi 
Gomantak Party (MGP), and a group 
o( Catholic MLAs sporting the name 
the Cioans Peoples’ Party (GPP)— 
took a decision to nominate a Catho¬ 
lic, Luis Proto Barbosa, to the chief 
minister’s jiost for the first time in the 
state’s history “These kinds of experi¬ 
ments will help solve Goa’s prob¬ 
lems—the Portuguese are irrelevant,” 
says Khandiarparkar. 

“After 28 years of independence we 
need no longer lie afraid of the Portu¬ 
guese,” reiterates deputy chief minis¬ 
ter Khalap. And if he is right, it will 
not be long before ftie P^ortuguese 
return to their long-lost colonial jjos- 
session. This time, merely to look 
back in nostalgia, recall the legendary 
feats of their ancestors, Vasco da 
Gama and Albuquerque, and search 
for a fast-fading history locked up in 
ancient archival texts. • 
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Dare to be 
different 

There's even more to Arun 
Nehru than meets the eye 

I f Arun Nehru did not exist, profile-writers would 
have to invent him. After all, he is a man who 
makes perfect copy—even when he doesn’t open 
his mouth. There is, first of all, the matter of his 
appearance. Most ministers are difficult to de¬ 
scribe. (What do you call Madhu Dandavate? Balding? 
Maybe, but then that could apply to Inder Gujral and 
V.P. Singh. Or how do you describe somebody as 
average-looking as Arif Khan? You see the problem?) 

But in Nehru’s case, the adjectives just roll off the 
pen; “burly”, “portly”, “jowly”, “weighty”, “large”, 
“fearsome”,etc., etc. Then, there’s the matter of perso¬ 
nality Try and capture the essence of Mufti Moham¬ 
mad Sayeed in a phrase: “nondescript” is the best 
anyone can do. Of Ajit Singh, “son of Charan Singh” 
perhaps, but that is about it 

Nehru, however, lends himself to stereotyping. 
Think of an article about the commerce minister and 
you conjure up the following phrases: “wily manipula¬ 
tor...strong administrator...old style party boss ..ac¬ 
complished fund collect or... much feared figure., mas¬ 
ter strategist,etc., etc.” 

It is for such reasons that the media love Arun 
Nehru. (And in some cases, love to hate him ) Give any 
journalist a list of six members of this government— 
say, Sharad Yadav, Raja Ramanna, M.G K. Menon, 
Madhu Dandavate, P. Ufiendra and Dinesh Goswa- 
mi—and he will ask if he can write about a seventh; 
Arun Nehru. 

THE TROUBLE with ail 
this is, of course, that no¬ 
body really writes about 
Nehru any longer. Instead, 
the profiles concentrate on 
the media’s version of Arun 
Nehru; the burly political 
boss. 

While there is some truth 
to the stereotype, it ignores 
several aspects of his perso¬ 
nality Some instances; 

• Though nobody seems to have noticed, Nehru is the 
man who demolished the conventional wisdom that to 
understand Indian politics, you had to rise from the 
ranks. He went from running Jenson and Nicholson (in 
1980) to running the Congress party (by 1984) without 
ever spending time at the bottom. 

• The bully-boy image the press has saddled him with 
ignores his courage Most bullies are cowards, but 


Nehru likes beating the odds. In 1984, he shocked India 
by arranging the inexpmenced Rajiv Gandhi’s acces¬ 
sion to the prime ministership at a time when most 
political analysts thought it would take Rajiv at least 
another two years to work up the guts to make a bid for 
the job. (Mrs Gandhi waited for two and a half years 
after her father’s death.) 

And in 1986, when Rajiv humiliated him by uncere¬ 
moniously dropping him from the ministry, Nehru did 
not take the easy option and return to the corporate 
sector he had left six years ago. Though he had only 
one ally (Arif Mohammad Khan; V.P. Singh and the 
Mufti were both Cabinet ministers) and this was before 
Fairfax, HDW or Bofors, he deaded to fight back. 

In three years’ time, he had helped topple Rajiv. 

INTEGRAL TO Nehru’s media image is his character¬ 
isation as a ‘hardliner’. Thus, whatever the issue—the 
Punjab accord, negotiations with Pakistan, an Indo-US 
trade dispute, etc.—Nehru is always reported to have 
objected to any compromise and advocated a tough 
stance. 

The characterisation is clearly unfair in that it por¬ 
trays him as an unthinking hawk who believes that 
might will always be right. Nevertheless, Nehru does 
have reservations about accords, though his reasoning 
IS more sophisticated than his publiaty suggests. 

He believes that while many interest groups may 
have genuine grievances, those that resort to violence 
are attempting to blackmail the state. Frequently their 
complaints do not have much substance but receive 
unnecessary attention because they have used terror 
tactics. (Were the people of Punjab much worse off 
than the people of Bihar in early 1984?) 

Often, the state sends out the wrong signals in deal¬ 
ing with such agitations. It attempts to negotiate with 
terrorists and its initiative is perceived as weakness. 
And sometimes it signs accords with one faction while 
ignonng another Such agreements can never last. 

In 198.5, Nehru told Rajiv that the Punjab accord 
would not work if he persisted in excluding P.S. Badal. 
Rajiv would not listen and, within two years, had to 
dismiss the Bamala ministry. Now, Nehru’s position is 
that to negotiate with Kashmin militants 

whose basic demand— 
azaadi —is untenable will 
serve no purpose. 

Restore law and order 
first, he says. And then 
worry about talking to the 
terronsts. 

NEHRU'S POSITIONS 

are unpopular because they 
promise no quick results, 
no glorious agreements and 
no pretty pictures for television. Because of his media 
image, it is easy to caricature his stands and to portray 
them as the responses of a bully and a strongman. 

History, however, is on Nehru’s side. He was right 
on Punjab in 1985 and right on Kashmir in 1987. Of 
course, this does not mean that he is ri^t again in 1990. 
But it does suggest that he might be worth listening 
to. • 


Nobody really writes about 
Nefaraany loiiger. Instead, the 
profiles concentrate on ^ 
media's version of Arun Nehru: 
the burly poHticai boss 
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WHAT ON 
EARTH IS 
A FORMULA-1 
RADIAL? 



Quite simply, a new generation tyre. In conventional tyres, 
the nylon cords run diagonally to the rim. 

Butina Formula-1 Radial, they are perpendicular, With an additional 
rigid belt running underneath along the rim. 

An altogether new configuration that puts you in total control. 














Indulse your passion for speed. The wider, squat tyres with flexible 
sidewalls maximise road contact. Providins excellent traction. 

The unique, computer-desisned tread profile sives better road 
grip on curves, sure-stop brakins assurance and steerins stability. 

In short, better car control. With enhanced tyre life. Fuel economy. 
And higher puncture resistance. 

With latest technology from Yokohama Rubber Company, Japan. 
Fit Formula-1 Radials today. And experience being in the driver's seat. 



FOR BETTER CAR CONTROL 
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The Kashmiris are alienated as the security 
forces step up counter-insurgency operations 


I t IS a weird game that is being 
played out in Kashmir At the 
end of each violent day, the 
administration gathers at Jag- 
moham's well-fortified Gov¬ 
ernor’s House in Srinagar and, over 
cups of steaming kehwa, discuss how 
well the security forces have suc¬ 
ceeded in countering terrorism A 
head count is even taken of the 
“militants” eliminated. Everyone pre¬ 
sent agrees with Governor Jagmohan 
that the administration certainly has 
the “upper hand” in the battle for 
Kashmir 

But no one gets to the crux of the 
problem: the gradual alienation of the 
people from the Indian government. 
And if anything is responsible for this. 
It IS the security forces’ high¬ 
handedness and brutality. Take for 
instance, the events following the 
murder of the vice-chancellor of the 
Kashmir University and the general 
manager of HMT by militants on the 
morning of 10 April. 

By noon on 11 April, the search 
operations in the valley had intensi¬ 
fied From SIX that morning to well 
past midnight, the residents of down¬ 
town Batmaloo paid the price for the 
action of the “freedom fighters” (ter¬ 
rorists, to the rest of the world). 
Sixteen days of curfew followed And 
in New Delhi the power-wielders 
raved about the phenomenal success 
their crackdowns were yielding The 
press too hailed the state administra¬ 
tion. 

Here are a few newspaper reports' 
• 11 April: “Yesterday’s raids fetched 
good resufts. At least 25 terrorists 


have been held during search opera¬ 
tions ” 

• 12 April: “Over 200 arrested as the 
army and paramilitary forces con¬ 
tinued their valley-wide search for the 
killers (of Haq and Khera). Most of 
the arrests were made in Batmaloo, 
where over 1500 houses were combed. 
Over a thousand houses were sear¬ 
ched in Natipora and Chhanpora loca¬ 
lities. The Prime Minister said that 
measures taken by the government to 
re-establish authority in the Kashmir 
valley and isolate the militants have 
begun yielding results.” 

• 16 April: “Twelve ‘area comman¬ 
ders’ of the JKLF were among 150 
arrested in Srinagar. Jagmohan 
announced that under the dnve in the 
last nine days alone, 177 subversives, 
including hardcore terrorists, had 
been arrested.” 

• 19 April. “Security forces today 
killed five militants and arrested 72. 
The strong measures taken by the 
administration have started yielding 
encouraging results. In a changed 
mood today, some people were seen 
voluntarily cleaning JKLF slogans 
from the walls of their houses and 
removing flags. Observers viewed this 
change as “healthy”. 

• 20 April: “The Mufti claimed that 
the situation in Kashmir had under¬ 
gone a sea-change In the new situa¬ 
tion, militants and ultras were general¬ 
ly breaking down and ‘singing like 
parrots’ The process would have to be 
continued to improve the situation.” 

• 25 April' “At Jagmohan’s Iftaar 
party at Raj Bhavan, no locals turned 
up. They were said to be under 





A poHoMiian friakina; people: tough 
measures is not the answer 

pressure from militant organisations 
to stay away.” 

C aught in the crossfire between the 
militants and the armed forces, 
the seven lakh people of Kashmir find 
it very difficult to think in terms of a 
better tomorrow. Whatever press re¬ 
ports might suggest, normalcy is a far 
cry. The valley is ominously calm '' 
dunng curfew and combing opera¬ 
tions. But the residents of downtown 
Srinagar have a sad story to relate. 
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Everyone, they say, who has chosen to 
stay on in Kashmir is branded a 
subversive, a terrorist or an anti- 
Indian; the “innocents" have all fled 
the state. And they are not very 
wrong. “You say innocents are being 
killed?” exclaims a member of the 
Kashmiri Migrants Forum in New 
Delhi angrily. “There is not one single 
innocent there—they are all anti- 
Indians.” For the average Indian to¬ 
day, the Kashmir! is an enemy. 

“I have always loved India,” swears 
Nujhat, a university lecturer in her 
thirties who has resisted repeated 
warnings from her relatives in Delhi to 


leave the valley. “But last week. I 
wondered what this India really 
meant. They have forsaken us, written 
us off.” With deep anguish she re¬ 
members the day the army burst into 
her garden, lined up the mentolk of 
the house outside and frisked the 
women Her husband, who is a loyal 
Indian, cannot forgive himself for 
having been so helpless when it all 
happened. “They were shocked to see 
a biography of Nehru in the study. I 
told &em they would find thousands 
of them in the valley. If this is my 
plight today, what about the poor 
people who have nobody to phone up 


and nobody to turn to for help?" 

“No, there is nobody to turn to for 
help, we are all damned, we are all 
called pro-Pakistanis,” says a head 
constable in the JK Armed Police 
wondering why he has spent so much 
of his life in service. “They had no 
respect for this uniform when they 
burst into my house and grabbed my 
only son at midnight. The jawan 
pushed me aside, spitting ‘saala Pakis¬ 
tani’, and shoved me to the wall with 
the butt of his gun. India has given up 
the people of Kashmir to ensure that 
thM keep the territory?” 

The home minister had confidently 


(oonUnued on pagaX) 






Y>u ^nt Lave to be a Raymond's man 
to Le a Raymond's man. 




Harsh Dav, football tarror of 
tha undar-tana, Is a strlksr of 
unnarvlng accuracy. “Yum,” ha 
says whan tha ball whizzas Into 
tha far comar of tha noL it Is a 
word he uses - with rare discrim¬ 
ination - to describe the things 
ha Ukas: ront chickan, for in- 
stancs,or“Crazy Jungle Adventures” 




or thit devilistily intricate 
computer game, “Zap the &bra” 
of wnich he is an undisputed 
master. 

Alas, “Yum“ is a word he 
. never a^ies to the antics of 
f his Htlle sistsr, Oivya, who 
“bugs my mummy and daddy 
up me wsU,” and > worse yet 
- will never main H to big 


leaoue football. 

When not running circles 
around hapless half-Dacks,Harsh 
may be seen at the occasional 
party zapping the opposition in 
KHfi^ pants tailored from that 
other smash hit, Raymond’s 
Pantalonl. 

You don’t have to be a 
football hero to be a 


Raymond's man. For that 
matter you don't even have to 
be a Raymond’s man. 

... but it helps. 


RaymonJis 


Never say no to life. 







pioclaimcd that the Id celebrations in 
Kashmir would be “normal" "There 
IS no Id here, " wails the mother of 
ly-ycar-old Shakcel in Chhanpora. 
"They dragged my son out of his 
room, and the fact that my husband 
was a government employee foi de¬ 
cades didn’t help to get us any mercy 
We don’t know where he is now, or if 
he IS alive All I know is that if they do 
anything to him, 1 will never forgive 
India. ” 

A s little children play hopscotch 
and queue up to buy orange- 
sticks in the drizzle, the resilience of a 
battered community is very much in 
evidence “We have nothing against 
the Indian people, it is the repression 
that we cannot bear," says Amina 
Begum, trying hard to retain her 
composure Five days before Id, her 
husband went out during curfew hours 
to buy vegetables.The jawan shot him 
in the shoulder “He lay there in the 
dirt, clutching at the two small brin- 
lals,” she sobs 

The Ilassan tamily in Chhota Bazar 
were luckier Their son, though 
beaten badly bs the cops, survived It 
all happened when the women of the 
house were washing the drawing room 
carpet during curfew The lawans who 
were on duty in the locality mistook 
the red water that flowed out into the 
drain for blood They broke into the 


house and insisted that both Mushir-ul 
Maq and Abdul Gham—their bodies 
were found that morning—were mur¬ 
dered in their house The C'RPF offic¬ 
er on duty in the area admits that it 
was a mistake, but hastily adds. "You 
never know with these people They 
all have links with militants ’’ 

"In a people’s movement, every¬ 
body IS bound to know the militants. ” 
explains a senior journalist. “After all. 
if approximately .S.(KM) boys from the 
valley have turned militants, how is it 
possible that nobody knows them’’" he 
asks indignantly. Zubeda Begum of 
Nowpara insists that her family has no 
connections with the “boys who are 
fighting toi our freedom". On the 
afternoon of 19 April, her f).*i-year-old 
husband Mohammed Ibrahim Mag- 
loo. owner of the Mughal Darbar 
restaurant, and his five sons were 

The Kashmiris are 
gradually being 
alienated from the 
Indian government. The 
security forces’ 
brutality is solely 
responsible for this 



taken away by the cops. The old man 
and the two sons, including the 
youngest Javed. who is lb and mental¬ 
ly retarded, were released after a 
week It was only the neighbours who 
helped the family during the seven 
agonising days But the tiauma will 
continue until the other sons return 
home. 

“The limits of harassment have 
been crossed," declares a government 
official in Anantnag “They make 
people pick up the dirt from the drains 
and rub it over the JKLF signs, and 
then they say that things are impro¬ 
ving Our little children arc made to 
do murga", and it takes a while to 
discover what they are talking about 
Explains a local journalist; "A heavy 
stone IS placed on their backs, and 
they are made to do sit-ups while the 
forces stand by and use the worst 
abuses possible " 

T he atmosphere outside the Jama 
Masjid on the morning of Id is 
tense It is not the right time to talk of 
police atrocities. But the mood is 
more defiant than festive. Within the 
ancient mosque, Maulvi Farooq 
makes an impassioned and inflamma¬ 
tory speech; the thousands who have 
gathered here to offer namaz hang 
their heads in mourning as the head 
priest announces the names of the 
“martyrs ” of the valley. 
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“Whom do wc turn to foi help’” 
shouts a younp man m the ciowcl llis 
brothel. Parvez Ahmed Khan, lost his 
life fiphting the security forees “Thev 
ehased him into a stieam, and pushed 
him in the water with their rifle-butls 
sereaming. Azaudi. diahiyc? \V,ilu 
(you want Ircedom ’ You’ll get 

ic m there).We leeoveied his body 

hours later,” recalls Clhulam Ahmed, 
his close friend, sadly “There yvas 
nothing we could do to save him " 


I n Anantnag, the family membeis of 
Ghulam Mohammad K.haiiday are 
loo shocked to speak The small-time 
shopkeepei, in his mid-tOs, had no¬ 
thing to do with the militants yet he 
was picked up by the forces for intei- 
rogation Khanday died in custody 
aftei 11 days. A CRPF official admits 
that Khanday had nothing to reveal 
The paramilitary forces and the 
army, however, cannot be blamed for 
the excesses. After all they are trained 
to fight wars, not subversives The 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, which 
could have been effectively used to 
weed out the gueirillas, has been 
sidelined and some of its personnel arc 
actually helping out the militants in 
frustration. The state’s intelligence 
network, whatever the Governor 
might claim, is no match for the 
militants’ information-gathering 
system. 


A month after the forces launched 
an all-out offensive, the militants arc, 
lor the first time this year, on the 
defensive-- theie is no doubt that at 
the moment the goveinnient does 
have the “upper hand” Howevei, 
compaied to the scale of the opera¬ 
tion. the results are not as “encourag¬ 
ing" as IS being made out to be by the 
home ministry and the Governor 
Because of the widesfiread support 
the militants en|oy the army and the 
paramilitai s fortes have had to admit 
defeat ovci and over again “It has 
taken two years for the bi>vs to arm 
themseKes and get trained it wdl take 
at least two years to completely veed 
out terrorist elements,” as^e,sses a 


The state’s intelligence 
network, whatever the 
Governor might claim, is 
no match for the 
militants’ 

information-gathering 

system 



senior police official “But .is thnigs i 
stand, whateyci luck the Bsl- aiul the ! 
CRPF have had is partly due to chance 
and partly due to infoimation from the i 
interrogations, but the success is not i 
proportionate to the scale ot the o|i- j 
crafion.” he adds I 

The helplessness ol the fiirtcs o I 
well-illustrated by the eyenis on the j 
morning of Id The day heton. .IKl P ! 
leaders had asked the (leoiile to con- | 
gregate at the Idgah giounds toi (hen j 
namuiiz, and vyarned them ruU to | 
respond to the call ol MauKi Faiooq ' 
to gather at the Jarn.i Masjid Anti- I 
cipating a huge numbr i ol militants at ■ 
the open Idgah muuiuti. hundreds of 
paramilitary personnel yyere stationed 
there At the last minute the Jkl.F 
changed its plans, and msiiueted the 
people to gathei at the J.mia Masjid. 
Soon after the m.isses had assembled, 
a number of JKTF militants surfaced 
Not a single jayvan could be seen in the 
vicinity Their faces masked, the mili¬ 
tants made hurried exhortations to the 
people to hold out in these hard times, 
before disappearing as suddenly as 
they had appeared The m.rrket (uit- 
side was lined with “boys' kei ,iing 
guard “Our biggest pioblem is that 
we just don’t recognise the militants,” 
admits an army officer, adding, 
“When that is the case, everybody is 
suspect ’’ • 

SfiTOZ SkHtva/SHtmgar and Ananbtag 
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'There is a difference 


George Fernandes on 
\ J&K Governor 
: Jagmohan and the 
situation in the valley 

He IS the mmisicr for Kashmir 
ajtau V, hut has been lold in no iiru t’r- 
tuin lirms h\ ihr stale administration 
' that he should keep away from the 
■ valtev While (ieorge l ernundes has in 
' the past denied that he has serious dij- 
feremes with (loveintn laf>mohan or 
; the home mmi.sliv o\er Kashmir, it t.s 
obvious that the minister has been u'v- 
erelv handuupped bei uu.se he has been 
\ "presented' Irani visiting Snnuf’ar 
Last lorlni^hl. (leorpe bernandes re¬ 
ceived ti terse telegram from the (lov- 
ernoi. .saving that the minister would 
only upset the "rhythm" ol the opeia- 
, lions h\ visiiini; the iiilley I xcerpls 
i from an iniervmw ssith (icoifte her- 
nandes 

, SiiNOA^; Thf Prime Minister has asked 
you not to visit Kashmir for the next 
two months. 1)(K‘s this mean that you 
\ are nut bi'iii)' allowed to manage Kash¬ 
mir aHairs the way you planned to? 
fieorge Fernandes; It will he wrong to 
say that the PM is not allowing me to 
1 go to Kashmir I have not been to the 
' valley for about a month because the 
Ctovernor has eithei diicetly or 
' thiough the home mimstei conveyed 
the message that I am not welcome in 
the state It is also tiue that even the 
advisory committee attached to the 
ministry ol Kashmii affairs is not 
' allowed to visit the valley till he (the 
(lovemoT) gives the clearance. 

. Q: \ ou used to visit Srinagar often. 

■Are you licing hampered by this res- 
! triction? 

i A; 't'cs It I-, Lomiiig in the wav of my 
! being etlcctiv! Hut 1 have m the 
i meanwhile visited 1 adakh. addressed 
' public meetings in K.iigil, Paclam and 
' Zanskar, have been to Raiouri, 
i Poonch and Uoda distiicts 1 am doing 
' my work of meeting the people, sort¬ 
ing out thetr problems and tcmoving 
the sense of alienation to the extent 1 
can. 


Q: But you were appointed special 
minister mainly to look into the crisis 
in the valley, not Ladakh? 

•A; I was appointed jinmarilv to ci'oi- 
dmate the work ol the various minis¬ 
tries and dep<irtments and to help res- 
ttvre normalcy m Jammu and Kashmir 
This, m mv view, includetl mtikiiig all 
possible effoits to wean away the ter- 
' ronsts trom the path they have chosen 


by convincing them that it was possi¬ 
ble to resolve the issue raised bv them 
within the framework ol the Indian 
Constitution Ihese young people are 
teiiibly upset over the coiiiiption that 
had engulfed the state during the last 
I tour decades and which had come in 
the way of the economic development 
ol the valley They are also worried 
ovei the mockery of the election pro- 







In approach” 


ccssi m the state Ever\ one of them 
makes the point that the only fan elee- 
tion witnessed m the slate was in 1977. 
when the Janata Party was in power 
One other ihinp that needs to be done 
IS to help the 7 7 million people of the 
valley to carry on their hie and yyoik 
without much hindiante fiom the 
state I he activities ot the tcrtorists 
hasi created conditions in which the 
people liaye to lace 
great diHiciiltics in lead¬ 
ing their noimal lises 
This m turn has alien¬ 
ated them turthei I be 
heve that it is a pait ol 
my responsibiluv to do 
iwav yvitli the haidships 
faced bv the people 

Q; But the people don’t 
blame the militants lor 
tlieir plight: they blame 
the government. Do you 
really helieye that the 
situation is improving? 

the [ifoblem in 
Kashmn is going to take 
a long time in gettmi; le- 
solved and to mc.isuie 
the iinproyenieni ot de- 
teiiotation by the mini- 
bei ot people killed on 
either side e.ieh clay oi 
by the clui'ation ot the 
ciirleyy and the non 
curteyv tiours is sininK 
absurd 

Q: But do you believe 
that the present policies 
being pursued will help 
.solve the crisi.s? 

A: 1 think the situation 
in the valley is going to 
deteriorate lurthei, par- 
I ticulailv with the open¬ 
ing of the passes and the 
j influx ot a large number 
j ol Kashmiri youths who 
f have gone across the 
fiontiei tor training m 
the use of yveapons 

Q: Does that mean you 
blame Pakistan Tor the 
problems in Kashmir? 

A: Pakistan would ccr- 
laitilv want to fish m 
troubled waters, and 
that IS why it is impor¬ 
tant that wc do not allow 


Kashmir to be in a state ot constant 
turmoil 

Q; What do you sugge.st should be dune 
to improve things in Kashmir? The 
hard line being adopted'doesn't seem 
to have solved the problem... 

A: We i.eeci to have a multi-prnnged 
strategy in de,ihng with the situation 
rile most impoitant aspect of that 



I believe that while dealing with sub¬ 
versives and insurgency, we should do 
nothing that alienates the people 
further away from us. nor should we 
believe that terrorists cannot be 
brought around The people of Kash¬ 
mir have been the most peace-loving 
people in India It •they have taken to 
violence, then they must have had 
very compelling reasons to take the 
risks We shovild remove those 
hardships, and I believe it is possible 
to do that 

Q: Do you feci (hat initialing a political 
process, as you have been advocating 
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CRPF jawans keep vigil: whrn tvill /mice mum > 


j stiategy should be to convince the 
voutb that there aie ways other than 
the use ol toiee tci achieve one's goal 

Q: Bui the militants have time and 
again said that they will accept nothing 
short of azaadt (freedom). How do you 
plan to get them around? 

1 A: In Doda. not one pcisoii was will- 
I ing to talk to me leave alone t.ilk ot 
I aztuuh Ifut 1 went tir the wcogi/w heie 
I they had assembled and spoke to 
I them The problems they cliscussed 
j with me were no diftcicnl Irom the 
1 problems laced by the people oi other 
slates 

Q: ^'oii have cunsislently denied that 
then are differences between you, the 
(iovernor and the home minister. And 
vet. it IS obvious that there are prob¬ 
lems. Hoyy' are your approaches diffe¬ 
rent, and how do you plan to resolve 
these differences? 

A: Yes. there is a ditlerence in 
approach When I am asked these 
c^uestums about uiffereiucs, what is 
sought to be implied is that wc are 
pulling m ditfcienl directions My 
point IS that there are difterences m 
perception and there ate differences 
with regard to emphasis and priorities. 


is the answer? 

A: last foitnighi I \isiiecl Kaigil, 
Padam. and Zanskai and belli two 
massive public meetings rii.u is a part 
ot initiating the politic.il f'roecss ui it 
you wish to call it political .ictnily 

Q: But the situation in l.adakh is nut 
quite the same as in the valley... 

A: It IS necessary to di' similar things 
in the valley Whether this can be 
done tomoriow, oi a month or two 
Irom now is something on which one 
could be flexible Moreover, meetings 
with individuals, oi with groups ot 
people. IS also part ot the continued 
process of political activity 

Q: But there are reports that those you 
have met in the valley have all been 
arrested by Jagmohan. 

A: Quite a tew people I incM have 
cither been arrested or ate under 
surveillance 

Q: Does this not make your efforts 
counter-productive? 

A; One keeps making efforts, and 1 
don’t think one should allow these 
little irritants to come m the wav ot 
our larger goal. • 
lntend0wad by Shiraz SUhvm/New 
Delhi 
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COVER STORY 


he country had stopped i siantly talking about keeping ns prom- 
taking poll promises j iscs " And (his has touched a chord in 
seriously Elections were ‘ the people “The masses know that 
fought on slogans. Pakis- I this govcinmenl has come to power in 
tan, poverty, democracy j traumatic times and after a gieat 




and national unity were the themes of 
political hard-sell. November 1*^84 
changed most of that. Corruption m 
high places might have been the big 
issue, but it was not the only slogan 
Prime Minister aspirant V P Singh 
was not merely Selling himself to the 
electorate, but also to deepiv entren¬ 
ched and increasingly vociferous pow¬ 
ers in state capitals and district towns 
He had to come out with promises and 
the outlines of policies 
that would provide a 
real alternative to the ■ ■■ 

overbearing, centralised | | ■■■ 

politics of Rajiv Gandhi _ 

The result was a man- 
ifesto. apparently not 
very different from the 
ones routinely churned 
out by parties in the 
past, but, in essence, 
promising several radic- 
al changes 

As it turned out, V P — 

Singh and his Janata Dal 
did not get a clear man¬ 
date. Power had to be 
shaied with the C'Pl(M). 
the DMK and the H.IP 
The poll manifesto that 
might have, in other cir¬ 
cumstances,been foigot- 
ten and set aside, sud¬ 
denly assumed great im¬ 
portance It was a docu¬ 
ment that was destined 
for constant reference 
11 Prime Minister V P rjij 

Singh was to be judged. ± fl 

it copld only be in refer¬ 
ence to the promises 
contained in his man¬ 
ifesto And judged he is 
being at every instant, at 
every step Only the ver¬ 
dict IS not clear llie problem is a 
bewildering array of unrelated issues 
In several are.is, the new government 
has cleailv failed but it has still, almost 
miraculously, man.tged to project the 
image of conssientiouslv pushing 
against the tide of opposition and un¬ 
kind events 

••rills IS the (list time, the masses 
and the luling jiaitv an. .ivi.iu' ot poll 
promi-ses," says Sli.iuul adav, Lhiion 
textiles minister and leadei of a 
powerful Janata Dal taction "Ours is 
the first government that is talking 
about its commitments and is con- 


e themes of I struggle against the entrenched Con- mg genuine 
mber IdSd | grcss(l)," adds Nitish Kumai, minister cial media, 
irruption m | of state for agriculture. The National hshmg amic 
;en the big Front government still has time Dhar- hours and s< 
mlv slogan mesh Varma, a young Janata Dal MP j with the ‘hi 
V P Singh horn Bettiali (Bihar) feels that the than a little 
isclf to the electorate will give this goveinnicnl a But what 
piv enlreri- long rope. "“People know that it Rajiv forget is tha 
erous pow- Gandhi had eome back to powci, no- mg foi mir 
trict towns thing would have changed, extreme government 
•oiniscs and capitalism and the new mafiosi would their problc 

THE GOVERNMENT’S 

RPPflRT 

nCr un I 


ISCS and are not able to take firm 
decisions in any matter “ Congre.ss- 
men point out how the National 
Front’s poll promises—such as making 
nght to work a fundamental right, giv¬ 
ing genuine independence to the offi¬ 
cial media, checking price rise, estab¬ 
lishing amicable relations with neigh¬ 
bours and solving the Punjab problem 
with the ‘healing touch’—look more 
than a little ridiculous today 

But what V P Singh’s detractors 
forget IS that the electorate is not look¬ 
ing foi miracles It is looking for a 
government that endeavours to solve 
their problems And people are pre- 

_ pared to wait—even for 

live veais. “And then if 

■ I we don’t peilorm. we 

■ I will be thri'wn out,” says 

Sharad \adav For the 
moment. V P Singh 
might have lost most of 

■ his battles, but he is yet 

^ to lose the war His re 

■ 




The Rajas regime makes 
grade—but only just 


Lis) i.V' A' 


have continued to thrive Now they 
know that the old process has been 
checked and arc waiting to see what 
new processes are initiated by our gov¬ 
ernment," says Varm.i 

V P Singh’s critics, of course, be¬ 
lieve that the government has already 
failed, that it was desimed to tail 
"The Janata Dal made wild promises 
bclore the polls, perhaps they did not 
senously think they would ever come 
I to power,” feels Congress(l) Rajya 
\ Sabha MP P Shiv Shankar. “Now 
1 they find they can’t fulfil those prom- 




PROBITY IN 
PUBLIC LIFE_ 

GRADE: A 

V ishwanath Pratap 
Singh IS probably 
the only politician in In- 
. dian history to have suc- 

tbe cessfully built a career 

on an anti-corruption 
crusade Thus, it is only 
fitting that the man who 
resigned from Rajiv 
Gandhi’s Cabinet over 
the investigation of kick- 
oacks to the Hinduja brothers in the 
HDW submarine deal should head 
what IS the cleanest Indian govern¬ 
ment in over 20 years 
In the last days of the Rajiv raj, the 
tendency to make big money on public 
sector deals had been curtailed by the 
Bofors evposuies, but the govern¬ 
ment’s leputation for uprightness took 
a knocking on three giounds, 

• It launched a Wateigatc-style covei- 
up to prevent the truth from being 
known about the Bofors and HDW 
deals 

•It allowed a few business houses 


34 


aW«AY 13-18 








(notably Dhirubhai Ambani's Re¬ 
liance) to do pretty much as they 
pleased 

• With the top being widely pereeneil 
as corrupt, the lower lungs telt no 
compunctions about accepting bribes 
Under V.P, Singh, much of that has 


on the following issues- Bofors, HDW 
and the A32() 

Of the three, the Bofors FIR is the 
most substantial l-'or three years, the 
R;i|iv Ciandl i regime told lies and 
made out th;it the Swiss would not 
p,irt with any information But now 


ended Today, no minister would daie ! the launch of dual investigations by 


to be openly corrupt for fear that the 
Prime Minister’s Office would im¬ 
mediately act against him The gov¬ 
ernment has indicated its seriousness 
about cleansing public life by intio- 
tlucing the f.ok Pal Bill in Parliament 
Once enacted the I.ok Pal and Lok 
Ayuktas will be empowered to investi¬ 
gate any elected repre- HnnmHHH 

I'his IS not to sav that 
low-level coiiuption 
does not persist or that 
individual ministers do , 

I lot .iccept bribes from 
some persons, hut that jfi- 
in the public's mind the a 

l(l'’7 ra| has ended ^ 

\' P .Singh's gocein P 
ment has been Ic'-^ sue ^ 

cessl'ul 111 Its endc.ivoui 

trv that no^ business 

mmistet Madhu Danda 

Bimal Jalan aic the BH | 
cleanest mem in tins ree- BHL 

sists that thev h.ive been 

unable to ttie - 

Dhirubhai Ambani is 
alleged to have used his 
influence with the Bhar- 
ativd Janata Party (BJP) 
and with Jyoti Basu to 
work out a deal ovei 
Larsen & T o u b r o '''■ ."■‘•’'y' 

(I.&T) at a time when 
defeat stared Relmnce ||j|||jj|g|||a|||gj 
in the face According to 
sources in the government, howevei, 
this is an illusion Reliance will find 
that the supplier’s credit ailcanced to 


P.iul Pcriaudin in Oeneve and Dietei 
Jan in Zurich demonstrate that the 
facts are not as elusive as had been 
niiide out 

Sadly, the investigating team under 
additionalsohcitorgencral Arun Jaitley 
and the Cential Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion's K Madhavan has damaged its 
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Punjab and Kashmir, there is a very 
real danger that corruption will lose its 
impact as an issue 


FQREIGH 

POLICY 


GRADE: C i 

T he country was pumiised peace ! 

But If looks as if It will be war i 
instead The National Lront govern- ; 

ment had started off bv 
talking about ushering ' 
in a new era of peace 1 
' I and honhonne in the i 

^ i subevintinent Sahre- | 
:p I rattling, adventurism | 
and playing Big Brothei i 
s 'n the subcontinent was ■ 

' to end But within , 

weeks ot coming to pow- I 
er, the V' P Singh gov- 
r- I ernment seems to ha\e , 
realised that jicace is , 
easier pioclaimed than 


I achieved With K,ishmii 
I in flames and intelli- 

dS\ 






own c..'<e bv releasing laisc stories to 
the pu'-s, felling lies .md thriving on 
li.ik-. mtl innuendos The saga of the 


It by L&T will soon be modified and I alleeed sixlh aecounl is lu*-! one such 


the massive L&7 debenture issue be i 
re-examined Even it this happens, j 
supporters of the regime aie tiard- ' 
pressed to explain win the I ite Insui- 
ance Corporation'-, attack on ilu- 
Ambani presence in LtkT turned into 
a tactical retreat 

The government has faced more 
success in its attempts to get to the 
bottom of the deals signed during the 
Rajiv regime. It has filed chargesheets 


mstaine On HL>W. the government is 
III die irienviable position of knowing 
who the agents aie (the Hmduias). but 
hi.mg unable lo prove how they le- 
»-.-heil tlie iiionev And the A32() FIR 
IS a jok', blaming low-level officials 
while Ignoring the real culprits 
Worse still, while the going was 
good, fhe corruption investigations 
had some impact But now, as things 
begin to take a turn for the worse in 


gence repoits pointing 
M to Pakistan's ii.colve- 
I ment. the goveinmoni 
* was forced to abandon 
all pretensicms at play- ; 
ing the good guy and , 
turn ovcitly h.iwkish 
IMiHUMiSB This U'-iurn might not | 
19 i ps’rceived as a j 

f ^^B lailure, but the govein- 

ment's detractors claim ! 
that It points tc> a I 
dangerous lack of fore- 
' sighf on the part of "V.?, 

, Singh and the National 
j Front manifesto- 

_I framers The critics feel i 

|BIH9MB|B Prime Minister j 

Singh has been doing 
far loo little to end Pakistani siibvc'-- 
sion in Kashmir and Punjab 1 he Con- 
gress(I)’s Pianab Mukherjee recalls 
that Mrs Indira Gandhi, in contrast, 
had handled the 1971 India-Pakistan | 
conflict with consummate skill speak 
mg little and all the while sdcretly j 
winking to place her pieces in posi- 1 
turn The timing of the war and the 
seguence of events were all ot her 
choosing Pakistan was dismembered, 
Inbia occupied a few thousand square 
miles of west Pakistani territory and 
took 95,000 prisoners of war—all in 
the space of 14 days. Before the inter- 






I narional community 
! could react, Mrs Gandhi 
{ had declared a unilateral 
I ceasefire and the whole 
j world knew that Pakis- 
I tan was defeated 
[ Today, though V P 
; Singh has been talking 
almost daily of settling 
scores with Pakistan, 
there is no clear enun¬ 
ciation of any specitic 
Strategic objective "The 
government has not 
spelled out or even 
hinted what our war 
aims should be,” points 
out Indian Defence Re¬ 
view (IDR) research 
team’s Major Shankar 
Bhaduri Will a war aim 
at liberating Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir, seiz¬ 
ing a chunk of territory 
as a bargaining chip, 
j crippling Paki.stan eco¬ 
nomically oi dis¬ 
membering Pakistan'^ 

The absence ol a cohe¬ 
sive doctrine could be 
disastrous, warns Major rAlllvlAN 
Bhaduri 

Others add that this is not the time 
for belligerence and that V P Singh 
would be making a big mistake in 
precipitating a war now Neither the 
Soviet Union noi the United Stales 
would like a war in South Asia and 
I COngress([) MP and formei Union 
j minister P Shiv Shankar says th.it the 
I National Fiont government has put 
i India at a further disadvantage by not 
’ making strenuous effoits to ensure 
that the Soviet I’nion remains as lirm- 
ly committed t(i India’s torcign policy 
aims “I get the impiession that be¬ 
cause ot this government and its man- 
! ner of functioning, there has been a 
slight shift in the Soviet Union’s policy 
I on Kashmir I am not at all certain 
; whether the .Soviets would go to the 
i estent of vetoing anti-lndia proposals 
t coming liorri the western countnes ’’ 

THE PRESENT government’s short¬ 
sightedness m foreign policy is evident 
even from the line it took on Nepal. 

The government, in retrospect, had 
not .isscsseti the strength ol the pro- 
democraev movement in that country 
and had been making liiendiv noises 
towards the mon.trchv When the 
Nepali Congitss invited Indian politic¬ 
al parties in early Maich this year to 
attend the convention at Kathmandu, 
the Congre,ss(I) and the communist 



Despite the gestures, noth VP and Yaqub Khan are in a 
belligerent mood 


parties .sent delegates, but the Janata 
r.ial did not Chandra Shekhai defied 
the government and went on his own 
C'onsetjuently , today Chandra 
Shekhar has more clout m Nepal than 
the Indian ministrv ol exleinal affairs 
The N.itional Front manifesto on 
foreign policy, in letrospect, makes 
sad reading “It will strengthen global 
peace initiatives The National F ront 
government will take bold and irea- 
tivc initiatives to weave a pattern ot 
cooperative friendship with neigh¬ 
bours ’’ n the National Front govern¬ 
ment continues displaying the kind of 
boldness and creativity it has been dis¬ 
playing in foreign policy matters, Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi’s Sri Lankan adventure 
could well end up looking like a picnic 
in comparison 


lu 


ECONOMY 


GRADE: B-f 


I f there was any one message gras¬ 
sroots jpolitical workers were send- 
mg to their leaders before the Novem¬ 
ber 1989 polls, it was about the mass 


dissatisfaction with economic condi¬ 
tions People at the very lowest strata 
were voicing their refusal to continue 
accepting the sub-human quality ot 
life that had become their lot They 
wanted change They expected not 
merely a clean government, but a gov¬ 
ernment genuinely concerned about 
providing a degree of prosperity to the 
millions subsisting in the rural back¬ 
waters of this country. 

Prime Minister V P Singh had cot¬ 
toned on to these sub-surface cravings 
and had tailored his poll manifesto to 
address the demands. The National 
Front manifesto defines its economic 
task as comprising the following’ 
poverty eradication, nght to work, en¬ 
ding wrong policies, providing basic 
needs, developing agnculturp, land re¬ 
forms, ensuring low cost farm inputs 
and remunerative prices, controlling 
the foreign debt and reshaping the 
form of industrialisation, among other 
things. Most of all, the manifesto 
promised structural changes in the 
economy and a shift of emphasis to the 
rural sector. 

After coming to power. Prime 
Minister Singh, his finance minister 
Madhu Dandavate and .finance secret- 
a^ Dr Bimal. Jalan went about pro- * 
ving that they were in right ear¬ 
nest. As a first step, the Five Year 
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MpP AI The government underestimated the strength of the 
IvCrML pro-democracy movement 


■Vkl flL pro-democracy movement 

Plan prepared by the Ra|i\ tiaiidhi 
government was scrapped and a dilte- 
lent set of economists were brought m 
to prepare a people oriented plan 
Next came the budget, wheie 4d pei 
cent of spending was earniaiked for 
the rural sector \'P Singh, at a meet¬ 
ing of the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), spoke about his government 's 
determination to steei clcai of lorcign 
debt In all, the government gave the 
impression of consisteney iii its 
approach to economic problems 

BUT THAT was the 

good part. Tfie bad news 
was that the solutions 
being bandied about 
were old, some of them 
discredited, and the gov¬ 
ernment as a whole did 
not seem clear on how 
precisely it would re.s- 
tructurc the economy 
and usher m an era of 
prosperity. The govern¬ 
ment was talking, for in¬ 
stance, of reserving pro¬ 
duction of mass con¬ 
sumption items to the 
cottage and small scale 
sector. “But that’s ridt- 
culous!” exclaims for¬ 
mer finance minister 
Pranab Mukherjee, 


|)oiiiiing t'ul that expcrierue has 
shotvii that while the collage and small 
si..iie setU'rs are moie labour- 
j intensive, the cost of production of 
' Items maiiulaciured by them ate often 
; prohibitive A modern mill can pio- 
, diicc bettei and cheaper products 
' Within the government, 'on. opinion 
1 on such issues is divided and this is 
, one reason why the National Front's 
I new Five Year PI,in is ye', to be formu- 
i lated 

It Induced a sharp rise In prices—poM 
promises seemed to be forgotten 





“The plan period has 
>s ■ started but there is no 
plan, the entire long 
drawn out process of 
!■ finalising the plan, con- 
I suiting with state gov- 
H H ernments, is yet to be- 
B B gin." points out 
Mukherjee He says that 
the low level of plan 
] allocation made in the 
latest budget is equally 
worrying "Normally the 
outlay ot every Five 
Yeai Plan is double the 
sire of the previous 
plan,” explains Mukh .T- 
Sixth Plan out- 
lay for the public sector, 
for instance, was about 
crores,^ and 

"This works out to an 
annual increase of 20 
per cent." he says, "but 
this budget has provided lor a 14 per 
cent increase and if this trend con¬ 
tinues, there is bound to be slow-down 
m the economy since plan expenditure 
directlv affects ovciall growth rates " 

Mukheriee, having analysed the 
National Front s economic policies, 
feels that a lol ot it is ill-lhought-out 
and often contradictoiy "The plan 
approach paper s.iid the new govern¬ 
ment will not accept indiscriminate 
liberalisation and yet the government 
has come out with a highly liberal 
long-term export-import policy," he 
says Similarly, the government has 
been talking about providing employ¬ 
ment in rural areas but has, at the 
same time, discontinued giving special 
incentives for the setting up of indus¬ 
tries in backward areas. It has also 
discontinued the investment allo¬ 
wance provisions that encouraged in¬ 
dustries to modernise and expand. 
“But most surprising ot all is the state¬ 
ment that the new plan will not have 
taigets,’’ says Mukherjee “Why have 
a plan in the first place if you are going 
to do away with targets, which are 
nothing but the quantification of 
aims?” 

The government’s economic think¬ 
ers seem to have forgotten about the 
basic duality in the Indian economy— 
one highly developed sector that re- 
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quires to be modern and competitive 
and the other much bigger xlisorga- 
nised sector that languishes at the pre- 
industrial stage The failuie to address 
this duality seems to be at the root ot 
the government’s contusion While 
Rajiv Gandhi had laid stress on the 
more modern sector, the Raja’s prior¬ 
ity IS the vast, backward seetor Jlow 
to spur giowth in both sectors is a 
secret that the National Fiont govern¬ 
ment IS yet to leain 



PRICES 


I GRADE:D - 


T he National Front’s greatest fai- 
^ lure is clearly on the price front 
V P Singh had made the pre-election 
I pnee rist i major campaign issue and 
in his manifesto had declared 
“Abnormal prict rise will be checked 
by firm control on deficit financing 
and inflation, strict enforcement of 
financial discipline, austerity in public 
expenditure and piogressive reduction 
in non-development expenditure 
But the government has achieved pre¬ 
cisely the opposite. And lanata Dal 
MPs are aghast 

Harkeval Prasad, a Dal MP, de¬ 
clares that he will sue the finance and 
food & civil supplies ministers for 
acting against the National Front man¬ 
ifesto “I can’t show my face in my 
I constituency because ot the price 
I nse," he laments. “Being a member of 
I the ruling party, we do not know how 


WHOUfiAlEMItllNOtX 



I to defend the government ’’ Accord¬ 
ing to him, apart from essential com¬ 
modities, prices of basic goods too 
have increased—cement (up from Rs 
62 per bag to over Rs 1(X)), iron (from 
Rs 8(K) per quintal to Rs 1,200), vanas- 
pati (from Rs .^50 per tin to Rs .SIM)) 
and kerosene (from Rs 3 to Rs 5 per 
litre). Statistics show thatpnees have 
been increasing steadily after the 
latest budget and the wholesale puce 
index has shot up from 169 points to 
I 172 points by 21 April The increase m 
! consumer prices has been even stcep- 
! er, averaging .15-20 per cent for most 
I essential commodities, 

! This sudden rise is not lortuitous 
! but the direct lesult of the budget 
Pranab Mukherjee says that the gov¬ 
ernment has introduced inflation 
through two means Firstly, Miikher 
jee feels that the deficit of Rs 7,206 
crores shown in the budget is a doc¬ 
tored figure, arrived at by drasticallv 
scaling down estimates of central dcai 
ness allowance payments, subsidies 
and likely defence expenditiiie 
Secondly, tax burden and adminis¬ 
tered prices of isetroleuiii products 
and railwav freight have been in¬ 
creased sharply “These incieases will 
be passed on to consumers and we arc 
going to sec a return to double-digit 
inflation," warns Mukherjee During 
i the 1980s, the Indian economy expeii- 
I enced double-digit inflation in onlv 
two years 1980-81. 16 7 jiei cent, 
which was biought down to 2 4 jaer 
cent the next yeai; and in 1987-88, 
when a nationwide drought pushed in¬ 
flation rates to 10.7 jier cent Last ycai 
(1989-90), inflation again cicpt up to 
8.5 per cent and how V P Singh wall 
be able to keep his promises on prices 
IS anybody’s guess What is certain, 
however, is that he is not going to get 
too much done by merely threatening 
hoarders and blackmaiketecis—they 
have prevailed longei than politicians. 


uw 

AND ORDER 


GRADE: D— 


T he rule ot law and human salety 
are tw'o basic guaiantees that ev¬ 
ery government has to provide In 
recent years, however, it was becom¬ 
ing apparent that the Centre and state 
governments were proving increasing¬ 
ly incapable ol preventing riots, caste 




and communal killings, secessionist 
violence and terrorism Few Indians 
expected any government to entirely 
reverse these trends, but the fact that ^ 
the Coiigress(l) lost the electoral sup¬ 
port of entire communities almost 
overnight suggests that the country, by 
and large, expected any new govern¬ 
ment to fulfil Its basic duties Punjab. 
Kashmii and communal eruptions 
were to the common man evidence of 
the gradual loss of authority and 
competence of the Congress govern¬ 
ment apparatus, and the judiciary 
Prime Mimstei V P Singh con¬ 
tinues to be perceived as a person 
serious about re.stonng the authority 
ot the government, but disillusion¬ 
ment with the new government is 
setting in The Prime Minister’s credi¬ 
bility has sutfered the greatest in 
lespect ot his Punjab policy, which 
was launched with great emotional 
fanfare and promised to end the years 
ot tenor. The wooing of Akati Dal 
leader Simranjeet Singh Mann was 
initially seen as a master move. And it 
was felt that V.P. Singh’s famous 
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HAKESH SAHAt 



Tne 

government 
lacks a cohereni 
policy on 
Kashmir. The 
state has 
become the 
battleground foi 
two ministers— 
Fernandes and 
the Mufti 


4 




KARUNANIOHI 


‘healing t(>uch’ wnuid eoniplele the 
miiacle 

ALL THAT IS m sad shambles riie 
Prime Mimstei has been forced to 
admit to Parliament that ineidenis of 
terrorism have gone up m Puniab 
during the past tour months Mann, 
fai from turning out to be 
the enlightened moder¬ 
ate determined to return 
Pun)ab to the Indian 
mainstream, has not 
even taken oath in Par¬ 
liament The National 
Front government has 
reacted from pique Un¬ 
ion home minister Mufti 
Mohammad Sayced has 
declared that there svill 
be no talks with mili¬ 
tants in Punpib and the 
government's official 
spokesman has taken to 
criticising Mann Just 
how much things had 
changed was proved 


w'hen V' P Singh, in total contrast to 
his first visit, did not travel in an open 
leep during his recent trip to Punjab 
While terrorism continues to make 
victims ot innocent ciii/ens and 
emboldened militants go to the extent 
of launching a rocket attack on a TV 
station the Prime Mmistei and the 
home ministci can merely issue futile 


Mas embarrassed the Centre 
by denigrating the army 



warnings Han Mohan Dliawan, c 
Janata Dal MP tiom Punjab, feels th ii 
the government’s reeoid in Punjab o 
lamentable "The Ciovernor ol Punjab 
IS so ill-mlormcd that he was not 
aware ot a massive bomb bl.ist m 
Batala even hours aftei its occurrence 
How can such a man control tlu 
situation m Punjab'’" Dhawan's critic¬ 
isms on 'his ccoic wcic not taker 
kindly bv V' P Singh, who snubbed 
Dhawan by saying “If you want tc 
criticise the government, then you can 
join the Opposition Whv are you ir 
the ruling partv'’' 

IN KASHMIR, too, the govcrnmeni 
IS floundering lor want of a eotiercn' 
policy The most distressing pan i; 
that Kashmir seems to have become 
the battleground foi two powerfu 
National Front ministers—George 
Fernandes, who has been given specia 
charge of Kashmir, and home mimste 
Mufti Mohammad Sayced Fernandc 
dropped a bombshell last week b; 
declaring that the results of police am 
administrative actions in Kashmi 
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were not commensurate with the 
j effort put in He claimed that the only 
j solution was to rc-establish political 
j processes in Kashmir A powerful 
I lobby within the goveinment, with the 
I tacit support of Fernandes, is also 
! clamouring for J&K Governor Jagrno- 
I ban’s dismissal 


IN OTHER States too, there is glow¬ 
ing unrest 1 he most recent example is 
Assam, where a Janata Dal ally, the 
Asom (lana Parishad (A( 3 I’). is h.mg- 
ing on tenuously to power Intelli- 
gence reports base suggested that 
certain ACiP leaders have links with 
Ihe United Liberation Front of Assam 


I ports claim that the wily chief minis¬ 
ter. faced with growing loss of popular 
] support, has decided to play Ihe 
1 parochial card LITL: (Liberation Tt- 
! geis of Lamil Felam) guerrillas, who 
I weie not so long ago killing Indian 
' soldieis, are reported to have been 
* allowed into lamil Nadu and there is 


The Mufti and his powerful (iieiuls, 
Arun Nehru and Arif Mohammad 
Khan, arc, howevei. equally dclei- 
mincd to ensure that lagmohan stays 
Arif Mohammad Khan savs that lag¬ 
mohan IS doing a good |oh in Kashmir 
and he should nol tie lemoved “In 
fact, there ought to be no interference 
in his woik ’’ The Mufti sounds equal¬ 
ly complacent in claiming that theie 
has been “a breakthiough” in Kash- 
mii He feels that the situation there is 
gradually being brought undei control 
and that “there is no need to start 
political piocesses at this stage First 
we require ;i firm hand, and only l.iter 

can we start political --- 

I piocesses " 

I But the government 
I does have a credibility 
I pioblem m Kashmir. 
especiiiliy <ifter Ihe miir- W ; 

ders of .Srinagar Uni- c 

vetsity vite-chancello? 
and the HMJ geneial 
manager The regime’s 
detiactois were quick to ',(j . 

point out that the gov- :• 

ernment had released 
five dreaded terroiists m 
exchange for Ihe Mufti s 
daughter, Rubaiva, but j 
in the case of the vice- g 

chancelloi and the HM I , I 

managci did not bother I 

to do the same The ▲ 

killings caused an out- 
rage Arif Mohammad 
Khan was stoned at a 
public meeting. Ajit 
Singh and Fernandes 
weie chased by angry 
mobs, and the slam ||uj-,T*|J| 
HMT manager’s son 
angrily threw aside the ^ 
wieaih sent by V.P 

Ihe Mufti today 
claims that the govern- 
meni was negotiating for k \ ’ll 
the release ol the two ^ 
men but the Pakistan- I 
based chief of the Jam- 
mu & Kashmi! Libera¬ 
tion Fiont (JKIF), 

Amanullah khan, in the 
meantime, issued their 
death verdict 


(ULFA), a terrorist ouitii Some 
media reports from New Delhi alleged 
that the Centre was so woiiied about 
the ACiP's inability to deal with glow¬ 
ing terrorism that it was considoimg 
the imposition ot President s Rule m 
Assam This was, howevei, latet de¬ 
nied by home minislei Saveed l.niata 
Dal insiders point out that the ( entre 
IS ill a dilemma since it cannot ties 
tabtlise Us allies 

lamil Nadu chief mmistei M K.irii- 
nanidhi knows this .ind has emb.nt.is- 
sed the Centre nv denigialing the 
Indian Aimv and championing the 
gieatet lamil cause Intelligence re 





talk o( a greater Tamil homeland I he 
Centre is aware ol these ommesus 
develojiments, but appears powerless 
to dt) .inv thing about them “The 
Uovernment is under pressure from 
different parties and segments and it is 
doubllul whether it will be tible to last 
loi \ei\ long ’ says the Congress!I)’s 
P Shiv Shankar, tiddmg “I would 
h.ive wished the goveinment to eoni- 
plc te Its tenure because foi a natuiri to 
be st.ihle its government has to be 
stiong .md puiposelul 

THE COMMUNAL situation pre^cnts 
an equally bleak picture In 
— the past live months, 

1 lots have bioken out in 
dillerenl p.iits ol Ciu- 
lai.U. Nav.icl.i, JamshecI 
put, kanpui, Allaha- 
Icicl, Liipur and H.izar- 
ib.ig Ihe National 
I Hints powerlul allies 
! .lie clearlv voncerneJ 
‘We ,11 e worried about 
glowing communal vio¬ 
lence, ■ says Ci'IfM) MP 
Subhashim Ali ‘ II the 
I goveinment cannot take 

^ cltectivo steps, com¬ 

munal conllagi ations 
! could become a nation- 
' wide piobicm ’ 




l¥l ann, far 
' from turning out 
to be the 
I enlightened 
I moderate 
ll^^i determined to 
[Hk return Punjab to 
the Indian 
mainstream, 

‘V 

nj, taken oath in 
Parliament 
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But home minister Sayeed is correct 
m pointing out that communal and 
other forms of violence are endemic to 
certain parts and in any case not the 
creation of the National Front regime 
However, the government believes 
that societal violence can be contained 
and has sent out the message that it 
will deal strongly with offenders “It is 
a matter of credibility," argues the 
young Janata Dal minister of state 
(agriculture) from Bihar, Nitish 
Kumar "Communal riots would occur 
during the Congress! 1) regime too but 
people, especially the minorities, be¬ 
gan to feel that the Congress(I) was 
not really interested in safeguarding 
hem ” Today, he says, people at the 
lowest level are beginning to feel that 
the National Front government is 
moie sincere 

In Bihar, (or instance, the Dal chief 
minister, Lalloo Prasad Yadav, has 
publicly announced that the officials 
of the district administration will be 
> held responsible lor any failure on the 
law and order front, and has given 
them a tree hand in curbing any kind 
of violence UP chief ministei 
Mulayam .Singh Yadav has gone one 
step tuither by arresting the Shank- 
arachaiya of Dwarka, threatening his 
supporters and declaring that he will 
not hesitate to arrest anyone who tries 
to perform the shtlanyas at the Ram 
Janmabhoomi/Babri Maspd site The 
liP chief minister’s hold move has 
hammered home the message that the 
government is supreme and not hos¬ 
tage to the demands of any one 
community This is the first step to¬ 
wards lestoring the credibility of 
admmistiative processes and the rule 
of law 


CENTRE-STATE 

RELATIONS 


GRADE: A _ 

T 'he concentration of central powers 
that marked the Congress years en¬ 
ded with V P Singh’s election to the 
country’s highest office This change 
stemmed not merely from the fact that 
a number of powerful political parties 
at the state level—the DMK, the 
CPI(M) and the Telugu Desam—were 
V.P, Singh's political allies, but also 
from the realisation that the fabric of 
Indian politics was changing “State 
governments are not the stooges of the 




Centre,” says K C Tyagi, the Janata 
Dal MP from Ghazrabad (UP) “It is 
no longer possible to rule this country 
through force The National Front 
government is a reflection of the state 
of national politics we can only rule 
through consensus," adds Nitish 
Kumar, the minister of state foi agri¬ 
culture "Our government is respond¬ 
ing to the inherent drive of the system, 
we have to change basic policies, in- i 
eluding Centre-state relations, if for 
no other reason then because of our 
need to survive politically,” says tex¬ 
tiles minister Sharad Yadav 

Tyagi, Kumar and Yadav arc re¬ 
latively young grassroots politicians 
with little experience of palace politics 
[ and without the upper class values of 
many of Rajiv Gandhi s cronies At 
the same time, however, they best ar¬ 
ticulate the country’s changing politic¬ 
al structure Tyagi feels that .naximuni 
power should be given to the states 
because the democratic piocess has 
cieaied regional urges He feels that 
regiciial chauvinism i annot be curbed 
by threats and force, but by allowing 
states greater control over then des¬ 
tinies and a chance to fulfil then 
aspirations “The iroic the Centre 
concentrates its powers at the expen.se 
of the states, the fistei the forces ol 
separa'ism will grow," he warns. 

V.P Singh has already demons¬ 
trated that states will henceforth be 
treated as equals and not as lowly local 
powers. The new government is plan- 


owerful 

political allies at 
the state level, 
such as the 
CPI(M)inWB, 
have spurred 
the Front to 
decentralise 


mng to establish a constitutionally 
protected Inter-States Council; the 
National Development Council 
(NDC) will be given a bigger status, 
while the Planning Commission w ill be 
reduced to merely an executive body 
subservient to the NDC State govern¬ 
ments all over the country are pleased 
that V P Singh’s actions till now have 
shown that he intends to keep his 
promises in this area. 

At the same time, bringing about 
concrete changes in Centre-state rela¬ 
tions will pose a major challenge to 
the National Front government in the 
future Foi. the |ob of balancing re¬ 
gional aspir'itions with separatist ten¬ 
dencies cannot but lest any govern¬ 
ment And secondly, satisfying region¬ 
al aspiiations will also require hard 
t.ish Will the new government ever 
be able to garner the lequisite re¬ 
source"-'’ The problem is that in the 
ultimate analysis, everything hinges 
on these two pre-requisites resources 
and political skill 

Whether Prime Minister V.P. Singh 
makes the grade or not might be any¬ 
thing but clear, and in the end, history 
might consign him to the heap of poli¬ 
tical failures But on one count he will 
never be judged harshly nobody will 
ever Ije able to fault him for not de¬ 
termining what the challenges to the 
Indian polity are. • 

IndnmM Bmnmrjh whh Rafiv Shukla/ 
NewtMM 
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Prisoner of 
God 


Shankaracharya Swaroopanand's arrest 
by the UP governmen t creates a storm 


H e might lijvf been dismis¬ 
sed ds vet another "spii- 
itiidl eiank” or a "politieal 
puppet" But the nation¬ 
wide fuioie over the 
arrest and detention of Swami Swar- 
oopanarid Saraswati. the Shank- 
araeharya of Dwarkd. by the Ihljr 
Pradesh government indicates that the 
Ram Janmdbhoomi issue is no longer 
the exclusive prescivc of the Vishwa 
flindii Paiishad (VHP) The Supreme 
C'ourt has asked the DP goveinmenl 
to explain on what grounds the seer 
had been arrested, based on two wni 
petitions which alleged that the move 
was malafide and illegal In tac! m 
Allahabad the legal traternitv went on 
a lightning strike on 3 May to protest 
agatnst the monk’s arrest In V'aranasi 
the Shankarttcharva’s lolloweis block¬ 
ed traffic all ovci the citv, while 
eeitain religious heads in (iuiarat have 
asked the management of temples m 
the stale to observe a day’s token 
strike 

When Shankaracharya first gave the 
call to perform the shilanyas afresh at 
the Ram Janmabhoorni temple in 
Ayodhya sometime in earlv February, 
he was probably the last person to 
expect tlu issue to generate such a 
controvei nv I’he VT IP was riding high 
on the crest ol the success of its own 
progiamme in Novembei last year 
The iiium|ih ol the Bhaiatiya .lanata 
Party (HIP) ihe BJP’s close ally, both 
m the Parliamentarv and Assembly 
elections was another morale booster 
for the oiganisation - ii meant that it 
W’as as much m a position to call the 
shots with the newl\-elected govern¬ 
ment as It was with the previous 
regime And sme enough the V'HP 
posed the lirst seiious thieat to the 
National I lonl government by 
announcing ils tleeision to constiuct 
the Ram Temple on 14 rebruary 
The government wriggled 


out of the situation bv phiv- 
mg upon the N HP's jiatiio- 
tiL leivour in the light ol 
the kashmii prolslem aiiil 
Piikistan's supfK'sed in¬ 
volvement III It Ihe VHP 
granted the cover nmeiil 
lour months to icviev the 
issue 

Hut that decision h.is cosi 
the VHP deailv it is now 
being perceived as .1 p<ipei 
tigei given moie lo making 
periodic nolse■^ about the T 
issues It has !ai-.cd Kither Sis 
than displaying a sustained Ip 
ideological commitmc nl li H 
has aisc) been embroiled m H 
chaiges of misusing hinds 
m the inimi ol the lemple ■■ 

The sole ob)eclive ol the 
week long ilh.jui/n layiiuii: 

\iilru (religious .ivvakening | 
toui) undeitakcn In the ■ 

VHP in mid-,Apii! was to W 
clear these miscoiueptiiins 1 R 

Swaini Svvaioopanand I 

couldn t have bargained*- 

tot a niMic oppoituiie lime 
to launch his (ountei movemcn! 
Under the bannei ol the All India 
Sanatan Dharam Piaiiiikihi Samme- 
lan. the Sh.mk.iiavhaiya opened an 
office in Auidhva dining Ram Nava- 
mi m March this year, and eaitijicd 

"Ihe Shankaracharya 
had said in an interview 
that former PM 
Rajiv Gandhi was always 
In favour of constructing 
a temple at the 
disputed site 



V* “ 




•y 




there lor about ten days Ilis disciples 
cl.iimetl that he won the support of 
most of the leading nuihants <md 
sii<lliit\ ol Ayodhya hariing those 
staunehly committed to the VHP like 
Nritva C’lopal Das and Ram Chander 
Das Paiamhans Prominent among 
those who i.ilhed behind Swaroopa- 
nand yvere ,Swmi Ram Saran, the 
Lakshman Riladeesh who is also presi¬ 
dent of the Ayodhya unit of the Ram 
Janmabhoorni Punarudhar Samitr, 
and Mahant Madhavacharya, the con- 
venoi of this Samiti The reasons 
given by the Shankaracharya for the 
Ircsh shilanvas is not convincing 
enough But his tone threatens to be 
more aggressive than the VHP’s 
Swaroopanand had, in fact, alleged 
that all devout Hindus have been let 
down bv the V'HP because the shitanv- 
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Further in the interview, 
while comparing V.P. 
Singh with Rajiv Gandhi, 
Swaroopanand said the lat¬ 
ter was always in favour of 
constructing a temple at 
the disputed site. “He had 
sent Buta Singh to me and 
had assured that the final 
decision would go in favour 
of the Hindus. After all, 
didn't the shilanyas take 
place in Rajiv’s time?” 

O nce he’d established 
his base in Ayodhya, 
(he Shankaracharya under¬ 
took a religious awakening 
tup similar to the one th; 
V'llF had launched Vy'itn 
the tour symbolic bricks he 
had collected from Varana¬ 
si the Shankaracharya and 
his men had planned to 
iiMch the banks of the 
S.iivii river in Ayodhva on | 
? May, before proceeding j 
to the disputed site The 
UP goveinment decided to 
lake precautionary mea¬ 
sures on 28 April itself The 
1 ai/.ibad chstiict adminis- 
tr.ition was diiected to 
airest Swaroopanand and 
his disciples on the river 
bed itself, and il any ten¬ 
sion peisisted, to allow only 
the head pne.st inside the 
temple for the day and not 
[leririit visitors inside But 
on .^(1 April the Shank- 
aiacharva was arrested 
.dong witli ten otheis in 
Phulpui township ol Azam- 
carh district in 

as was performed 1^2 feet away from politicising the issue apprehension of alleged breach of 

the actual birthplace ol Rama lurth- Regarding Swaroopanand's last [xmcc , and later taken to the Chunar 
cr, accoiding to him, the VHP has ■'no charge, ihe VHP rnaiiitaiiis that the toil 

right to bund the temple, since the Shankarachaiya himself has been Perhaps the most unexpected reac- 
nirmalu ukhra (the owners of the propped up by the roHi.'ess(l) an lion to the arrest has come from the 
disputed plot of land) had delegated allegation lepcated by in,.' CPI Ml’ \ HP- the Shankaracharya was 
this authority to representatives ol the Gita Mukherp in the l.ok Sabha poohpoohed by the organisation as a 
vunaWw c//iar/na (Hindu religion) Ihe putting the C'ongress on the detensoe taUhu," who had a track 

VHP has Jams, Buddhists and Atva In a recent interview to Lucknow's ucorcl of dancing to the tune of the 
Samaps among its members, people Hindi daily, Savhhuuii Iinws. Swai- | [xnty in power The fallout of the 
who don’t wcirship idols" The other oopanand denied ns links with the episode is that even if the VHP had 
contentious point, according to the Congress!I) but said he h.icl the bask- ideas ol going ahead with the con- 
rehgious head, is that the .i/i//«rtV(o for mg of the RSS Signdicantlv enough, stiiiction of the Ram Temple, it will 
temples dedicated to gods like Rama he then gave himself away when he do nothing of the sort now. Why give 
and Vishnu should always be per- saio that the former Prime Mmistci the Shankaracharya yet another hand- 
formed when the sun was in its uttur- Rajiv Gandhi had scni an emissary, le to chafe at an organisation whose 
avan phase (over the northern hemis- Gargi Shankar Mishra, to him to seek credibility is a little low at the mo- 
phere) and not in the dakshtmyan his “blessings” bt fore the temple gates ment ' In the meantime, Swaroopa- 
phase as was done during the shilanyas were opened in February NSb “I told nand’s followers are determined to go 
m November last year The Shank- Mishia this should have been clone ahead with the proposed shilanyas. • 
aracharya also criticised the VHP for long tgo." said the Shankaracharya. RadhHu Ranunethan/Lucknow 
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the Hindu divided 


The Ram-Kasturi 
dispute breaks out 
once again 

F or a while, it appeared as if 
the 'truce' would hold 
When Jhe Hindu's associ¬ 
ate editor N Rain and edi¬ 
tor (i Kastuii settled their 
differences in November last year 
after a flaminp row over the discon¬ 
tinuation of the foimer’s Botors ex¬ 
poses, It was believed that the worst 
was over 

fiven though Kasturi and Ram (un¬ 
cle and nephew) hadn’t exactly kissed 
and made up, there was reason to 
believe that their quarrel—which had 
threatened to become a family feud 
and ieopardi.se the future of south 
India's number one newspaper—was 
sufficiently patched up from erupting 
once again Alter all, the two had 
arrived at what seemed to be a 
comprehensive settle¬ 
ment And then, they 
had pointedly refrained 
from attacking each 
othei. resulting in their 
dispute being quickly 
forgotten Says a Hindu 
editorial staffer "We 
vseie leliesed and went 
back to woik thinking 
'.ill's well that ends 
well 

Only, It hadn’t quite 
emled Mid-last month. 

Ram surprised almost 
everyone bv writing a 
slrongly-woided 1.*'- 
page letter of complaint 
1 to the Pi ess Council of 
India which amounted 
to a virtual indictment of 
his iiikle anil editoi Kas¬ 
tuii '\ihI then to most 
every bodv's ,mi.i/e- 
ment, filed a petition in 
court that sought the 
removal ol Kastun tiom Fhc Hindu's 
board ol directins Savs the same 
Hindu staflei "Now, we feel that the 
battle has pist begun " 

In his letlci to ihe Fiess (. ouncil. 
Ram contended that the Botors stor¬ 
ies, which he and the paper's (lencve 


I correspondent Chttra Subramaniam 
had filed since October last, were 
either killed or manipulated Accom¬ 
panied by five annexures to establish 
I this, the letter charged Kasturi with 

• “Suppression ol freedom of the 
press and the systematic violation of 
professional and ethical norms ’’ 

• "The complete denial’’ of Ram's 
role and his rights as the paper's 
associate editor 

• Using his clout with the family- 
some of who are on The Htndu'n 
editorial board despite having “verv 
little experience in journalism’— to 
destroy independent and ethical en- 
quiiy 

The most important provocation foi 
Ram’s letter appears to have been the 
spiking of a Bolors exclusive tiled bv 
Chitra Subramaniam early last month 
He alleges that the story was killed on 
the orders ol his brothei N Ravi, who 
was recently promoted from de[)iilv 
editor to associate editor (with execu¬ 
tive powers), thus superseding Ram in 


the newspaper’s hierarchy Ram 
claims that Ravi had stated that no¬ 
thing by Chitra Subramaniam would 
be carried m The Hindu unless she 
explained why an earlier story ot hers 
was sent to the Indian Exptess for 
publication 


There were also other grievances. 
According to the fiery Marxist news- 
hound (who IS a card-carrying rnembci 
('f the CPI-(M), the editorial desk has 
a standing order to publish nothing on 
Bofors (not even agency stones) un¬ 
less they aie deaied by one of the 
K.isturi-Ravi team Moreover, he 
thinks that a number of Botors exclu- 
'■ivc's co-authored by Subramaniam 
and him were underpl.ived lor ex.iin- 
pie, the Ul March article titled 'The 
Ramesh Sh.irma-Bachchan connec¬ 
tion' If w.is tucked awav on page nine 
of the news(),iper even though, b\ his 
leckonmg. it deseived to be splashed 
on page one 

K asluii allc'Wi d a I'll storv on 
K.im s complaint lo ihc Press 
Council to be tairied in Ihe Hindu. 
although as a short single column 
piece on an inside page (Preclic'lablv, 
(he Indian Lxptess gave il a lour- 
coliimn spie.id and dealt wiUi (he 
lettei III great detail ) Bui lie couldn't 
have guessed th.it his 
irrepi essible nephew 
was pi,inning to l.ikc 
him to coiiit The peti 
tion (to which Ram’s 
mothei Mis N.irasimhan 
and his othei biother N 
Mur.ili, ihe Hindu's 
geiieial m.inagei, were 
signatories) tiled in the 
Madias High Coiiit 
charged Kastuii with 
mismanaging the paper 
and trying to misuse his 
maiority sh.iie-holding 
t(i oust them Horn the 
oiganisation Ajiart 
trom demanding Kastur- 
I's dismissal trom the 
paper’s editorial board, 
the petitioners pleaded 
that he be prevented 
tiom taking action 
against them 

l)n 2 May. lustice S 
Janarthanam ruled 
to restrain Kasturi from either 
chairing meetings of the newspaper's 
board or expanding its sue fie also 
observed that The Hindu's editor 
should not interfere with the duties of 
the other directors of the board 
However, he disallowed the petition- 


THE ADVERSARIES 
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family 

ers’ pica that the “next scnuir-most 
memher" (or S Rangaraian, The Hin¬ 
du'^ printer and publisher) be allowed 
to chair board meetings 'P Kastun's 
place The Justice said that should a 
boaid meeting need to be held before 
the court passes its final veidict (on 


the Ram-Kasturi slanging match and 
the November settlement) was, “an act 
that IS pre)udicial to the public interest 
as well as the interest ol the com¬ 
pany” To Ram’s camp, this was 
vindication of what it had been saying 
all along 

As tor the mam plea, it will be taken 
up only when the court resumes sitting 
altci the summer vacation in June 
But, meanwhile Kasturi and his fol¬ 
lowers have got down to preparing an 
appeal against the interim orders of 


ches, his supporters counter that 
this IS far from true According to one, 
Subramaniam began sending her copy 
diicctly to Ram and not as she ought 
to have done—to the news editor K. 
Narayanan' and that Ram — 
peihaps to avoid the embariassment 
of having them clcaied for publica¬ 
tion—began handing hci articles to 
the Indian L\f>rc\', “Ram hi|acked 
C’hitra’s stories and passed them on to 
other newspapeis Which editor 
would sit back and w.itvh an exilusive 
being given awa\ ' Alter all. ( hitra 




•* ■r.ir 
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The Mount Road office of The Hindu tvitiated atmosphere 


the question of Ka-stun’s 
ouster), the petitioners 
could move the court 
once again for further 
orders. 

II the petitioneis weie 
delighted, it was not 
only because the couit 
had granted virtually ev¬ 
erything short ot their 
main plea—the sack ot 
Kasturi But that the 
Justice had agreed with 
their contention that 
Kasturi’s decision to dis¬ 
continue the publication 
of the second instalment 
of Bofors revelations 
last year (which led to 

SUNDAY 12—19May1990 


The dispute 
raises an 
interesting 
question. Are 
an editor's 
powers to kiii, 
piaydownor 
d^ythe 
publication of a 
story absolute? 


J inarthanam.which thev 
propose to tile belorc 
the vacation bench It is 
possible that the matter 
will remain with the 
courts !oi ,1 lone while 
unless both panics .igree 
loan oil I-of-coil 1 1 settle¬ 
ment 

A s toi the main 
reason tot the ijuar- 
rel erupting once again 
(the spiking of Subrama- 
niam’s storv), it is not 
ver\ clear what exacth 
h.ifipened Although 
Ram has charged that 
Kasturi had imposed a 
ban on her despat- 


T HAHAVIOORTHV 

had got them b\ using the lesources ot 
Ihf Hindu.' he savs I he R.iin camp, 
however, savs ttiat siiih stones ale 
being .idvanceil onlv to hide the tact 
that Kastuii lesoited to censorship. 

Wliatevei the liiilh the dispute 
raises an interesting queslion about 
the discietiun <in editoi ( n|i)ys Are 
his poweis —to ilelav the puhliciilion 
ot, to kill or to play down a story— 
absolute'’ 'Nes, sav some of Kasturi's 
supporteis, who argue that this is a 
umveisally accepted convention m the 
newspaper woild Says one “Ram has 
no right, for example, to demand that 
his story be carried on page one This 
kind of thing is up to the editor—it is a 
matter that doesn't touch on loss of 
freedom and the other things tie is 
















Ra m^s Octobe r Rev olution 

It still remains unfinished in May 


T he ditferences between G Kas- 
turi and N Ram first broke out 
in October last year when the 
former, without so much as a 
warning, discontinued the second 
and further instalments of a senes 


ol articles on the 
scandal Kasturi claimed 
that the decisicm was 
taken because he felt 
that the stories (by Ram 
and Subiamaniam) 
threw little additional 
light on the scam 
This led an enraged 
Ram to lly to Delhi, 
wheie, at a packed press 
conference, he de¬ 
nounced Kasturi for 
sabotaging independent 
lournalism and suc¬ 
cumbing to political 
pressure Then, he dis- 
liibuted copies ol the 
stones that were killed 


Bofors 


to select newspapers all over the 
country, 

Kasturi retaliated by threatening 
to take disciplinary action against 
Ram If this did not transpire, it 
was becau.se The Hindu's four- 
member editorial board split two- 


1 





two on the que-ston. At the time, it 
appeared as if the Ram-Kasturi 
row would divide The Hindu fami¬ 
ly and destroy the newspaper But 
a little latei the two reached a 
settlement and the dispute slipped 
quickly from the public mind 

Under the terms of the agree¬ 
ment, Kasturi agreed to drop disci¬ 
plinary proceedings against Ram. 
In turn, Kasturi was allowed to 
expand The Hindu's editorial 
board by taking in three 
members of the family. 
One of them was Ram’s 
younger brother Ravi, 
who has sided with Kas- 
tun in the current 
squabble Recently. 
Ravi was promoted '.n 
the rank of associate 
HK' WWl editor—which makes 
him the number two 
man after Kasturi in The 
I Hindu's editorial peck- 
Bl* order 

it was believed then 
■jT-.J that no more would be 
VBMk heard about the Ram- 
Kas.tiin tangle Not 
quite so soon anyway 




































Miscarriage of justice 

Was the life imprisonment sentence on P.M. Antony unjustified? 


I l’s been four years since the 
Malayalam version of Nikos 
Kazantzakis’s The Last Tempta¬ 
tion Of Christ was staged in Kerala. 
Called Christuvinte Aaraam Thir- 
umurnu. the play, produced by noted 
playwright P.M Antony and his 
Alleppy-based Suryakanti Theatres, 
had a controversial opening Even be¬ 
fore the first performance, the script 
was confiscated and Antony placed 
under arrest. The director, however, 
got a High Court injunction and man¬ 
aged to stage the play in a few towns. 

Christuvinte Aaraam 
Thirumurivu ran to 
packed houses, but also 
created a major law and 
order problem for the 
state government, with 
Christians taking to the 
Streets to protest the 
blasphemous show 
which attempted to 
humanise Chi ist. 

Antony did nothing to 
improve matters, publi¬ 
cising the play as one 
about “Christ who is npt 
the son of God, Judas 
who IS not a traitor and 
Mary Magdalene who is 
also not a sinner” 

The Karunakaran government ban¬ 
ned the play with an eye on the 
forthcom'ng Assembly elections. 
Antony went to court, but both the 
Kerala High Court and the Supreme 
Court appeared to agree with the 
Congress(I) government in this inst¬ 
ance. But there was hope yet; the 
Marxists insisted that if they came to 
power they would lift the ban. 

The Marxists won the 1987 poll, but 
failed to deliver on their promise. 
Instead, they concentrated on wooing 
the Christian bishops over to their 
side. And there wasn't much that 
Antony could do as, by 1989, he was 
languishing in Trivandrum Central Jail 
on murder charges. 

Somarajan, a powerful landlord and 
coir factory owner had been murdered 
by suspected Naxalites in Kanjinghar- 
am village near Alleppy, on 29 March, 


1980. In the first information report 
(FIR) filed, there was no mention of 
Antony, a well-known Naxalite sym¬ 
pathiser, in the list of 27 assailants. 
But a few months later, the play¬ 
wright's name was added on. Antony 
came to know of this only when he was 
summoned before the sessions court 
of Alleppy in connection with the 
Somarajan murder The chargesheet 
said that Antony was among the peo¬ 
ple who raided the landowner’s resi¬ 
dence; but he didn't actually go inside 
to commit the murder. The artiste 


was, however, granted anticipatory 
bail by the court. 

Antony had a cast-iron alibi, on 
the night that Somarajan was mur¬ 
dered he had been performing a street 
play before a 3(K)-strong audience at 
the Thivrathassery temple grounds, 
about 16 kms from the scene of the 
crime. But when he told defence 
lawyers that he could bring witnesses 
who would say this in court, his 
solicitors asked him not to bother The 
case against him, they said, was too 
weak to stand up in court. Antony 
believed them—mistakenly, as it 
turned out. 

In 1985, the Alleppy sessions court 
sentenced 16 of the 28 accused to life 
imprisonment, while Antony got away 
with six months. The case went up to 
the Kerala High Court in 1986, by 
which time Christuvinte Aaraam Thir¬ 


umurivu had created a major con¬ 
troversy in the state The prosecution 
produced a number of witnesses 
aganjst Antony—all of them Christ¬ 
ians—and proved his complicity to the 
court’s satisfaction The judgement of 
the sessions court was overruled and 
Antony, along with 21 others, was 
sentenced to life imprisonment. The 
judgement was welcomed by the 
Church, with a high-ranking bishop 
describing it as “God-sent” punish¬ 
ment for the anti-Christ author. But 
most others believed that Antony had 
been framed, as just re¬ 
tribution for his anti- 
Christian plays. 

And sure enough, 
with Its leading light be¬ 
hind bars, Suryakanti 
Theatres was hard put to 
stay in the business. The 
company lost nearly Rs 
one lakh in creating sets 
and costumes for Christ- 
uvinte Aaraam Thir¬ 
umurivu, which they 
could stage in only 24 
centres out of a prob¬ 
able 25(1 m Kerala. 
There is an unofficial 
ban on their performing 
m Church-owned au¬ 
ditoriums and in temple grounds. 

Antony, for his part, maintains; “I 
have been more sinned against than 
sinning The Church has launched a 
witch-hunt against me and the Marx¬ 
ists who were supporting me when 
they were in Opposition are today 
hand-in-glove with the Church.” 

From lus cell in Trivandrum Central 
Jail, Antony has now petitioned the 
Supreme Court, through noted 
lawyer, and former chief justice of 
Kerala High Court, Subramaniam 
Potti (who is hghting the case free of 
charge). And until the highest court in 
the land pronounces its judgement, 
Antony will remain behind bars. 
Though he does manage to get out 
every three months on parole, to keep 
his theatre company going. • 
SnadharPUay/A Mi ppymHl 
THnndnm 
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Change of place 

The Dal government shifts culture from the human resource 
development to the information and broadcasting ministry 


A number of high- 
profile artists are 
getting agitated 
over the move to 
shift culture out of 
the ministry of hu¬ 
man resource de¬ 
velopment and 
into the informa¬ 
tion and broad¬ 
casting ministry. 
Anything to do with the culture ba.shes 
of the old regime is up for scrutiny and 
comment, but what should be done 
instead has not been spelt out 
It IS typical of the esoteric cultuiaJ 
clan that it should pronounce what 
should and should not be “done” ab¬ 
out culture—not very different from 
the attitude of Jayakar and aides who 
thought they were the arch deacons 
and high priestesses of the show 
Everyone seems to forget that culture 
isn’t a package to be handed out like 
industrial licences or agricultural 
loans. It IS the creation of an environ¬ 
ment which will let all forms of art 
thrive, flourish, evolve and spread. 
High-profile artists and bureaucrats 
cannot get together and, to put it 
crudely, “create" culture. 

The I&B ministry is being seen as 
an extension of the song and drama 
division of old The culture clan fears 
that the minister in charge will line 
them up to go by train to perform for 
the troops, or in one-horse towns. Or 
that they will have to vie for time with 
Chunky Pandey and Sridevi on the 
idiot box 

Pei haps the song and drama divi¬ 
sion of the government has always 
appealed moribund, but Doordarshan 
has certainly shown that it has im¬ 
mense .sophistication, selectivity and 
aesthetic know-how. tf it is in the right 
hands, and is allowed to function inde¬ 
pendently and professionally The fear 
that culture will now emerge only 
through the TV scieeii, and everyone 
will be measuieU bv the Hindi film 
yardstick.IS surely misplaced 
There is no logic in maintaining 
that culture issues will get con¬ 


taminated by putting them in the same 
ministry that looks after broadcasting, 
•and the dissemination of information, 
1 e. news, views and entertainment. It 
would be like saying that if handicrafts 
and handlooms were to be brought 
into the ministry of industry it would 
be contaminated by the big mills Both 
handicrafts and handlooms are, and 
have been,promoted as part of our 
cultural heritage and yet have been 
looked after by the ♦extiles ministry 
and not by the ministiy of human re¬ 
source development, which handles 
culture. There is no consistency in the 
allocation of certain subjects to certain 
ministries, and it is high time that a 
reassessment of this was done The 
criterion should be its co-relation with 
the overall area of concern, and har¬ 
mony with related areas, and not the 
whims and interests of those who are 
close to the powers-that-be. 

Take Pupul Jayakar and the depart¬ 
ments looking after handlooms and 
handicrafts, for instance Mrs Jayakar 
has always viewed the decorative and 
elitist part of village crafts as some¬ 


thing connected with trade and ex¬ 
ports only, and not as rural industry 
with tremendous potential for employ¬ 
ment and domestic markets It was 
always exports, museums, commerce, 
festivals and “culture” at its most high¬ 
brow, where folk artists of India per¬ 
formed for the great leaders of the 
world, and all the lords and ladies 
gathered to give India’s heritage a 
clap. Pre-1977, Mrs Jayakar presided 
over 'Crafts as Commeice’, building 
the Handicrafts & Handlooms Export 
Corporation with its branches ai prime 
spots all over the world. It is another 
matter that today this organisation 
stands with no long-tprm plan, nddled 
with corruption and having miles to go 

W ith the Janata government o( 
1977 came the shifting of hand¬ 
icrafts and handlooms to the ministry 
of industry from that of commerce, 
and the exit of Mrs Jayakar As part of 
village industry, handicrafts and hand¬ 
looms received support from the new¬ 
ly created district industry centres, 
massive handloom expos all over the 
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country and protection through re¬ 
servation Items for the cottage sector. 
Crafts and hand-made textiles were 
not to be encroached upon by small 
industry which in turn was not to be 
smothered by large industry Village 
crafts, whether it was the ordinary 
leather chappal or earthen kullar, 
were to receive support along wiih the 
more fancy products made for middle 
and upper class drawing rooms This 
seemed a cohesive and harmonious 
way of dealing with industries, both 
hand and machine vaneties. 

With the return of Mrs Gandhi and 
Mrs Jayakar in 1980, handicrafts and 
handlooms once again moved back to 
the commerce ministry and then to the 
new ministry of textiles Elitist hand¬ 
icrafts were developed here while 
common crafts remained under village 
industry, Khadi Boards etc., still 
under the industry 
ministry. The develop¬ 
ment commissioner for 
handlooms was conve¬ 
niently given charge of 
the Festivals of India 
which were managed by 
the human resource de¬ 
velopment ministry and 
controlled by Mrs 
Jayakar. 

There is no reason to 
fear that the use of tele¬ 
vision, radio, stage and 
screen to propagate 
news, views and cultural 


programmes would necessari¬ 
ly encroach upon and harm the other 
important aspects of cultural develop¬ 
ment, such as the proper care of 
museums, avenues for the growth of 
classical and folk art forms as well as 
their proper documentation and re¬ 
search. 

The various National Cultural Zon¬ 
al Centres, the Indira Gandhi Nation¬ 
al Centre for Arts, (IGNCA) and IN- 
TACH are all extra bodies set up at 
great cost and effort, which are cer¬ 
tainly parallel centres of development 
and authority which we can ill-afford 
All the work these organisations do 
could and should have been done by 
the institutions already set up by gov¬ 
ernment, or at least should not draw 
away from genuine developmental re¬ 
quirements at the grass-roots There 
has to be a closer look at how these 




Rpul Jayakar 
never viewed 
vMU^e crafts as rural 
industry. It was always 
exports, museums, ^tivals 
and "culteire” at its most 
high-brow 


institutions are working, particularly 
in the context of overlapping of man¬ 
dates and projects and consequent 
pressure on the same resources The 
zonal cultural centres arrange cultural 
performances of the people of the re¬ 
gion . which in my childhood was done 
by the song and drama division of the 
information & broadcasting ministry’ 
If they are actually funding small di¬ 
verse grass-root efforts and reviving 
and developing local art forms, then 
fine, why can’t they continue to do so 
even if they are brought into the I&B 
ministry? 

T here is no reason why television 
and radio cannot serve as an in¬ 
structive, sensitive and entertaining 


medium; why museums, cultural 
academies and institutions to nurture 
dance, music, art and craft cannot be 
supported more liberally and why in¬ 
stitutions like the National Museum, 
IGNCA etc., cannot faithfully pre¬ 
serve, research and document, so long 
as they do not swallow an unnaturally 
large share of the resources. The 
IGNCA for instance, has an allocation 
of Rs ItX) crores which appears shock¬ 
ingly overbalanced (what with pay¬ 
ments to American architects and the 
like), compared to funds made avail¬ 
able to hundreds of cultural institu¬ 
tions spread across the country The 
expertise and money that goes into 
one institution can surely be shaied 
first with many struggling ventures 
rather than one high-profile organisa¬ 
tion in the capital. 

It is, in fact, the same old story of 
settmg up elitist Navodaya Vidyalayas 
instead of giving better incentives to 
lakhs of village schools, or decorating 
Delhi roads while lakhs of kilometres 
of village roads do not exist, of bring¬ 
ing Marutis in before improving the 
public transport system and by caring 
more for the prestige of Pepsi before 
the needs of thirsty villages We don’t 
need institutions run on the influence 
and firmans of high pnests and pries¬ 
tesses who arrange Festivals or Apna 
Utsavs on political leaders’ birthdays 

The National Front manifesto bnef- 
ly touched on what its cullural policy 
will be. It indicated that support 
would be given to people's efforts and 
that a diversified and decentralised 
approach would prevail It is quite 
merciful, thai not much more has been 
said, because it would then be com- 
mittmg the same folly as the Congress 
(I) goveiiimeni of handing down a 
culture package from on high. Mam 
Shankar Aiyar has been known to re¬ 
mark that this government knows no¬ 
thing about culture and that he would 
be laying out his version of the perfect 
cultural policy. But tor all thttse who 
found the Festivals and Utsavs a bit 
much, they should be thankful that 
this government’s view on culture is 
that people should have their own 
views 

If there is an enlightened minister 
and a progressive pohey in which it is 
understood that the pre-requisite for 
cultural forms to flourish is to have 
contented people, the shifting of such 
an amorphous and abstract subject 
like culture from one ministry to 
another should hardly make a differ¬ 
ence. • 
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Flat DENIAL 

The Delhi 
Develop¬ 
ment Authority (DDA) 
is, obviously, no respec- 
tor of persons. No, not 
even of Habib Tanvir. 

, Hence, the eminent 
theatre person and his 
troupe of Chhatisgarhi 
artistes were summarily 
asked to vacate the 
DDA quarters which 
had been home to them 
tor years on end 


Party wars 


After the 
Circulation 
Wars, the Party Wars, 
Two weeks ago, two ol 
India's best-selling 
glossy magazines 
decided to throw parties 
in the same city —on the 
same night' 

T’he major 

extravaganza was the 
Cine Blitz party which 
took over Bombay’s 
China Garden, the 
Piano Bar and their 
parking lots A cast of 
thousands starred and 
virtually the entire film 
industry showed up 
Anil Kapoor was drunk, 
Shabana A/mi w.is 
talkative. Sinn looked 
forlorn, Rislii Kapoor 
was ebullient and 
Shekhar Kapur was the 
best-looking man 
present. Sanjay Khan, 
still not fully recovered 


H was star. Alyque 

Padamsee and 
Mohammad Khan 
talked shop and 
Simi looked even 
more forlorn 
Which was the 
bigger success ' 
Difficult to say 
because Society 
publisher Nari Hira 
threw a smaller 
party while theCi/ie 
Blitz show was a 

extravaganza 

At the Cine Btttz (above)mntiSociety There were some 
party: cetebrity turnout common elements, 

from his accident, drew I though. The Bachchans 



the biggest crow'ds. 

A mere five-minute 
drive away. Society, the 
glossy Stardust sister, 
was throwing its own 
party. This was a 
high-life affair where 
Sunita Pitamber and 
Parmeshwar Godrej 
were friends. Dr Russy 
Soonawalla 


went to both parties as 
part of their ‘welcome to 
the world' drive. And 
noted drunk and 
extremely large person 
Vinod Khanna first 
snapped at journos at 
the Stardust party before 
getting into a 
full-fledged fight at the 
Cine Blitz bash. 


I Habib Tanvir: home away 
from home 

Tanvir was allotted 
the two-room flat m 
1979 by the then vice- 
chairman ol the DDA. 
Mahesh Buch, who 
wished to help an artiste 
in distress. (Tanvir had 
had to give up his South 
Avenue MP's flat when 
his Rajya Sabha term 
expired ) The arrange¬ 
ment was. however, nev¬ 
er regularised and now 
Tanvir and his group are 
seen as illegal occupants 
The DDA wants them 
out. and even cut off wa¬ 
ter and electricity supply 
for a while to get its 
message across. 

But Tanvir and Co. 
are still in residence. 

And will, apparently, 
vacate only to move into 
the maidan behind their 
present quarters, and 
build their own homes. 
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IOnlyshetty 

,■ jl.-.' -' .if ' Her music 
^ , company in¬ 

sists that she's the Indian 
Aretha Franklin, who’s 
going to wow the desi 
pop scene before she’s 
through. 

Perhaps. But Shweta 
Shetty certainly has the 
makings of a teenage 
icon, if her first-ever cas- 
- sette Going Wild is any- 
' thing to go by “I am a 
' teenager now. no prob¬ 
lems yaar, ” warbles the 
sultry singer, whose life 
; crusade is to "reach out 
: and touch the life of all 



Shwata Shetty: no proMom*, yaar 


teenagers" (So 
what if Shetty 
herself is all of 
23?) 

It all began 
with ad jingles 
for such products 
as Tree-top, 
Brylcream.and 
Vimal Then came 
the odd musical 
Godspell and 
Best Of Broad¬ 
way among 
them. Until, 
Shetty was finally 
snapped up 
by CBS Gra- 
maphone 
Records and 


Tapes (India) Ltd. 

Not without familial 
opposition, though Her 
conservative father was 
dead against a career in 
music. Kxplains Shweta: 
“You know, one thing 
leads lo another It 
means tups out ot 
town, shows and, if 
things go wrong.even 
a film 

But It cerl,im!\ beats 
the hell out ol nooning 
"Only Vimal" after a 
dozen leggy creatures 
have done with ' e\ 
pressing" themseKes in 
one ol a woman s m.mv 
wavs 


j 
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• Over the 

' HILLS 

HHIjllllB The punish- 
ment post¬ 
ing wasn’t long in com¬ 
ing No sooner was the 
Wadhwa report indicting 
Kiran Bedi oft the front¬ 
page when the police 
officer was presented 
with transfer orders 
Currently serving a stint 
! with the Narcotics Con- 
; trol Bureau (NCB), su¬ 
perintendent Bedi was 
:• asked to move to 
Mizoram. 

; Utterly unfazed, 

, Kinn BadI: trarafwTfld out 


Kiran professed lo be 
overjoyed at the de¬ 
velopment She's 
travelled a lot in the 
north-east, and Mizoram 
was just the place for 
her 

But Bedi had her say 
before taking off for the 
hills, calling for an over¬ 
all review ot the powers 
of the police in handling 
law' and order problems 
in the light of the Wadh¬ 
wa report. “The issues 
involved are much above 
us as individuals,” she 
said. 

Even if they are trans¬ 
ferred to Mizoram. 


1 King KHAN 

t 

He seems to 
have made a 
habit of winning this 
! one And so, nobody 
was too surprised when 
' Pakistani squash player 
Jahangir Khan walked j 

, otl with the Biitish Open i 
title This was his ninth | 

;■ consecutive tournament i 
win. and Khan ccic- ^ 

brated the victory bv | 

going on his knees at ' 

the Wembley Conference I 
Ce.itre court, his ex- ; 

ultant face raised ' 

heavenwards j 

Over the years lahan- I 

< gir has established his i 

I ^ ,1 

reputation as a lecord- 
H breakei He held the 
^ World Open title lor six 
f years, before losing to 

2 Australian Geoff Hunt 
g in 1981. This defeat only 
^ made him an even more 
f determined opponent, 

and Khan remained un- 
f, vanquished for all ot .“ifK) 
international matches 
^ over a period of tive- 
U and-a-half years. 

* Said a beaming Khan 



Jahangir Khan: aquasMng 
all opposition 

alter the British Open; 
“This was my best in 
nine ycar<-. I won with- ! 
out dropping a tourna¬ 
ment. I have shown that 
when 1 want to win 1 can 
find the fitness and re- i 
serves to do so.” • ! 


«u«i*v i3-it kUr taao 
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DHARMVtP jAvmER' 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


The minister and 
themessiah 


K.P, Unnikrishnan is out, but Pitroda hangs on 


“I don’t believe in messiahs ” 

K.P. Unniknshnan, December 1989 

“That IS the minister’s privilege. ” 

Sam Pitroda, January 1990 

T he appointment of Janesh- 
war Mishra as the minister 
of state for communications 
brings to an end a bitter— 
and in many ways, bizarre— 
conflict between a man who denied he 
was a messiah, and a minister who 
insisted he acted like one. A battle 
between two heavyweights, their egos 
and their aspirations: K.P. Unniknsh¬ 
nan, who was the communications 
minister till last fortnight (he is still the 
minister for surface transport), and 
Satyeii ‘Sam' Gangaram Pitroda, Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi’s favourite technocrat, a 
man of many technology missions, and 
the country’s controversial telecom¬ 
munications messiah. 


“I don’t believe in messiahs,” de¬ 
clared Unnikrishnan m an interview to 
Sunday last December, barely days 
after assuming office, m one sentence 
running down Pitroda and everything 
he stood for. That was his first salvo, 
which he followed up by accusing Pit¬ 
roda of using his office to grant 
favours to his family-run concerns in 
the US. falling short of promises made 
by Pitroda’s brainchild, the Centre for 
the Development of Telematics (C- 
DoT), to deliver automatic exchanges 
for India’s beleaguered and over¬ 
stretched telephone network, for 
being inefficient, and moreover, for 
being rude Ever since Pitroda was a 
couple of minutes late in welcoming 
Unnikrishnan on the minister’s first 
day at work (never mind that he had 
the prescribed bouguet of flowers with 
him), the portly minister has 
never really forgiven the Gujarati tele¬ 
com expert with his unruly hair and 


clipped Van Dyke. Pitroda was more 
circumspect, he denied all of Unnik- 
nshnan’s allegations, only saying that 
it was the minister’s “privilege” to 
think and do anything he wished. He 
also maintained that he was delayed in 
his welcome because he had a VIP 
(“whom I simply could not ask to go 
away”) in his Sanchar Bhavan suite of 
offices at the time 
Inspite of Unniknshnan’s charges 
questioning Pitroda’s efficacy in all 
things telecom, and Pitroda’s denials. 
It was apparent that the battle was 
really one of personalities and not so 
much about a keen minister worrying 
about his portfolio, or a telecom 
secretary (in addition.Pitroda is chair¬ 
man of the telecom commission) de¬ 
fending his actions. Perhaps both com¬ 
batants even misjudged each other 
Like most people, Pitroda probably 
thought that Unnikrishnan was just 
another unschooled politician who 



K.P. UNNIKRISHNAN: In his haste to gun for I SAM PITRODAl The telecom whiz-kid reigns 

Pitroda, he forgot to cover his own base I supreme—for the moment 
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was made his minister by something of 
a coincidence. And what could he, 
having spent the past decade in politic¬ 
al obscurity downing lavish lunches at 
gourmet Chinese restaurants, know 
about telecom? A bad move, and a 
dangerous presumption. Unnikrish- 
nan, in fact, « intelligent, and does 
take interest in his work. 

Unniknshnan, for his part, may 
have misjudged Rtroda equally badly: 
an overblown personality who 
reached the top with a lot of media 
hype and Rajiv Gandhi’s patronage, 
an over-the-hill character who had lost 
his base with the change in govern¬ 
ment. Wrong, again. Unnikrishnan 
ha.s lost the war, and his portfolio. But 
Pitroda—besides losing his sleep and 
the five technology missions the Raja 
took away from him—has lost none of 
his telecom verve. 

Mirroring the clash, almost all of 
urban India was divided into two 
camps, the ones who believed that the 
minister was unnecessarily gunning for 
a good man because Rajiv had put him 
on a pedestal (even giving Pitroda a 
certificate for his contribution to In¬ 
dia), and others, who believed that 
Sam’s only contribution to the de¬ 
velopment of Indian telecommunica¬ 
tions and his sole claim to fame was 
bragging endlessly (“We have done in 
three years what the telecom depart¬ 
ment could not do in thirty”, “We 
have revived India’s scientific talent”, 
“C-DoT’s exchanges match the best in 
the world,” etc.) This was a glaring 
contrast to the image Pitroda had built 
up, of a struggling youngster from 
Baroda who made it big in the US and 
had returned home, humbly, to serve 
the country of his birth and make it 
technologically advanced—all for a 
token salary of one rupee a year. 

F or a while, it looked as if there was 
no way that Pitroda could pull 
through. Several bureaucratic heads 
rolled the day V.P. Singh took over 
last December. It seemed that Pitroda 
might have to resign because of his 
proximity to Rajiv Gandhi. Predict¬ 
ably, Unnikrishnan denies this, de¬ 
fending his government’s much- 
touted—and much-battered—claim 
that the Raja’s durbar would not be 
vindictive. If it was as simple as that, 
he says, Sam would have faced the 
guillotine on day one of the new gov¬ 
ernment. And no ego hassles, either. 
“There can be a clash of egos between 
two equals,” says Unnikrishnan right¬ 
eously. “How can this be a ego-clash 
when we are not at the same level? 


1 C-DoT busting I 

CHARGES AGAINST 
PITRODA 

THE DEFENCE 

• Fatted to delivar tha Main 
Automatic Exehanga on tima. 

• A amaii design problem. 

Expected when developing a 
technology from scratch. 

• Fatted to inatal tha Rurat 
Automatic Exchange alt over 
India. 

• Ditto 

• Imported US $50,000 worth 
of taiecom equipment from 
Martek Inc., a company run by 
Pttroda‘8 family in the US. 

e No big deal. Only a small 
fraction of ttw company’s US $ 
one million a day sates. 

• Bragging endteaaiy. 

• Not braggliw. Backed by 
competence. One of the few 
peofm In India who really 
understands telecom. 

• He is what he te becauae of 
Rajiv Gandhi’a patronage, and 
no thanks to Pmoda’s telecom 
expertise. 

• Ditto 

• The Indian Tetephone 
Industries (ITI) la capable of 
producing good electronic 
exchanges, but Pib«da has 
constantly downplayed Its 
efforts to promote C-OoT. 

• It is not. If ITI could produce 
electronic exchanges, it would 
have done so even before 

Pitroda created C-DoT. 

• C-DoT cannot deliver, and 
the only option Is to go in for 
Alcatei technology wholesale. 

• Bunkum. Alcatei is keen on a 
contract killing with its 
outmoded systems. C«DoT is 
the key to an electronically 
networked India. 

Pitroda appears to be in the clear, with V P. Singh having swallowed a large part of his 
defence But he still has to explain the purchase orders from Chicago-based Martek 

Inc If he cannot do It satisfactorily, he may have to resign, Pitroda has Ihe backing of 
the C-DoT staff, but even they may find that protecting someone guilty of nepotism 
against the Rafa’s ire is simply not worth it. 


This is not a personality clash.” He 
adds- “In a parliamentary set-up, a 
secretary is a secretary, and a minister 
IS a minister. So there is no question of 
a witch-hunt.” 


ises, Sam had failed to deliver the 
goods. Reason enough, says the minis¬ 
ter, to order a technical audit. He 
insists. ‘-This was not the first time 
that a technical audit was ordered. 


And yet, to the rest of the world, it 
seemed just that, despite Unniknsh- 
nan’s vague defence. A hunt con¬ 
ceived by the minister and his cronies 
to oust the telecom whiz-kid. Besides 
the almost daily—and pompous— 
ranting that became a regular feature 
of Unnikrishnan’s role as communica¬ 
tions minister (once, a surface trans¬ 
port ministry press conference turned 
into the minister’s diatribe against 
Sam), the hunt led on to a technical 
audit of C-DoT. As Unniknshnan tells 
it, he asked Pitroda for figures to show 
the development and production of 
C-DoT telephone exchanges, and was 
aghast to find that despite his prom- 


Even the Indian Council for Agri¬ 
cultural Research, which was re¬ 
sponsible for heralding in the green 
revolution in the country, had a tech¬ 
nical audit some decades ago. So why 
not C-DoT?” The minister has a 
jxunt C-DoT’s promised main auto¬ 
matic exchange, a hi-tech package 
which can handle 16,000 or more tele¬ 
phone conversations at a time, is still 
at the prototype stage. And the orga¬ 
nisation’s smaller rural automatic ex¬ 
changes, which Pitroda said he would 
flood the country with, are only used 
in some government offices and in a 
handful of districts. Pitroda is dismis¬ 
sive about this shortcoming: “If you 
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j can wait 30 years 
a domestic (electronic)! 
exchange, you can wait? 
three more.” Which, of 
course, is not much of a 
defence. 

Unnikrishnan claims 
that he did nothing with¬ 
out consulting the Raja. 

And that he had the 
tacit support of some 
cabinet colleagues In¬ 
dustry minister Ajit 
Singh, for example, told 
Sunday in an interview 
in end-December that 
his government was “not 
bothered about people 
like Sam Pitroda per se 
If he has some good 
ideas he might he useful 
But the kind of political 
clout some of these peo¬ 
ple had attained was un¬ 
called for” This may 
have sounded like a 
death sentence for Pitro¬ 
da Certainly, Unnik- 
nshnan interpreted it as such And 
then, because Sam would not kow-tow 
to him, the minister pushed the C- 
DoT audit as if his political career 
depended on it. (Ultimately it did, 
joke wags ) And by most counts, went 
It alone. 

First, he instituted a 13-membei en¬ 
quiry panel, chaired by former elec¬ 
tronics secretary K.P.P. Nambiar, his 
very own man, a buddy from his home 
state Kerala. Interestingly enough, 
Nambiar was on Pitroda’s side of the 
fence about three years ago, when 
they together fought former telecom 
secretary D.K. Sangal—a solidly pro- 
imports and anti-Pitroda man—on the 
grounds that C-DoT technology was 
good enough for the country The 
committee embarked on a hatchet 
job, completely ignoring Pitroda. and 
i submitted a report to the Union 
1 Cabinet two weeks ago (the report is 
I cxpccietl to be tabled before Parlia- 
I merit, but with Unniknshnan’s exit, 

1 this could be a dud). Dissenters were 
1 dealt With harshly. A prominent one 
was t-Uol executive director G.B. 
Meemamsi, who was given the sack 
End of Pitioda, thought most obser¬ 
vers. 

Only, they- ami the Unnikrishnan 
bandwagon—had not counted on the 
clout that Pitroda could draw upon. In 
the first weeks ot the new govCin- 
1 ment, Pitroda w,is a regulai visitor to 
the Raja’s l odhi Estate lesidence 
The relationship they struck up then, 


say political observers, helped Pitroda 
tide over the worst of the Unmknsh- 
nan tirade In addition, he ducked the 
press, the same medium he so loved— 
and used—at the height of his promin¬ 
ence in the Rajiv years. Instead, he— 
through a band of loyal C-DoT en¬ 
gineers—did the rounds of newspaper 
offices in New Delhi to present his 
side ot the story to journalists. It is not 
that Sam prefers to lie low, or stop 
shooting his mouth off. Very early on 
in the battle, say insiders, cabinet 
secretary Vinod Pandc had warned 
him to keep his mouth shut. Just stay 
quiet and out of the limelight, he 
counselled, hold off and all will be 
well The advice paid off, and some 
Prime Minister’s Office officials say 
that It was Pande’s prodding that led 
to Unnikrishnan losing his com¬ 
munications office It also helped that 
B.G. Deshmukh, secretary to the PM, 
was on Pitroda's side. With the sort of 
support Pitroda enjoyed, the only way 
Unniknshnan could have got rid of 
him was by filing a charge-sheet 
against the self-styled telecom czar. 
Perhaps that was the next step after 
the enquiry panel’s report, but the 
minister did not last that long. 

T here is also a murkier, and less 
talked abirul reason which could 
have led to Unnikrishnap’s ouster 
from the ministry: greed The minis¬ 
ter's primary leason foi a hatchet job 


Ion Pitroda and C-DoT, 
I say telecom observers, 
gwas not that he thought 
I a domestic effort in de¬ 
veloping electronic tele¬ 
phone exchange would 
fail, but because he 
wanted imports. And 
quickly. For years, mul- 
tinational giants— 
French company 
Alcatel, Sweden’s Erics- 
son Aktiebolaget, 
Japan’s Fujitsu, West 
German firm Siemens 
AG, AT & T and Bell 
Labs of the US—have 
been pining for a big 
break in India’s esti¬ 
mated Rs l.S.OOO crore 
telecom market. And 
supplying exchanges 
with all the spare parts is 
considered to be the way 
in Till now,foreign en¬ 
try has been generally 
restricted to small ex¬ 
changes and joint sector 
ventures which manufacture teleph¬ 
one instruments, 

The name that figures most is 
Alcatel’s The French company has 
already landed a bonanza of sorts’ it 
makes 512 line E-lOB exchanges at a 
500,(XX)-lines-a-year facility in Man- 
kapur, Uttar Pradesh But it desper¬ 
ately wants a second factory in Banga¬ 
lore, which Pitroda has stalled for the 
past five years. Stumped by Pitroda, 
Alcatel tried its hand by recruiting 
Gandhi administration favourites, the 
brothers Htnduja, as its agents for In¬ 
dia, but the 10 per cent operators 
failed in their attempt Pitroda had 
convinced Rajiv Gandhi that C-DoT 
was India’s only hope. With a change 
in administration, the best bet for the 
multinational was getting friendly with 
Unnikrishnan, say insiders, which 
would in one stroke land them the 
Bangalore project (and all subsequent 
projects, as it is easier to service a 
single technology) and remove the 
czar. Its persistent nemesis. 

Obviously, the move did not work. 
The Raja, possibly keeping in mind 
his crusade to expose kickbacks in 
deals and generally painting his admi¬ 
nistration white, thought that even a 
hint of a kickback scandal involving 
one of his senior ministers would spell 
doom for his already shaky reign. 

In the end, though, it is likely that 
Unnikrishnan’s character brought him 
down: he behaved far too much like a 


54 


■UNMV t3~1» M<y vm 




BUSINESS 


Congress(I) man, an ilk he has shun- appear to be vindictive. Unnikrishnan 
ned for the past decade. Very simply may have tried his best, but m reality, 
lord over everyone, including your he never had a chance. As far as this 
secretary. Only, in the Raja’s regime, government is concerned, the artful 
the cabinet secretary holds as much— messiah spells a winner, and an over- 
if not more—sway than a ministei reaching, clumsy minister an embar- 
What senior secretaries like Pande rassment • 
and Deshmukh say is the law And Sud0^ ChaknvartlmndSMnu 
always, always, be discreet Never Skffiva/New Delhi 

INTERVIEW 

“Profit is no longer a bad 

word”^ 

Russi Mody on government policy, Tata power 
struggles, his retirement and more 

Chairman and managing' direaor of Q; Everyone sets goals for himself. Did 
India's largest companv, avid aviator, you? 

^ forthright speaker, hands-on manager. A: I have always wanted to be the 
pianist, culinary expert and hard task managing director of FISC'O I 
master Rustomjt Hormusji 'Russi' achieved that in 1974 Whatever has 
Mody, 72, is all that and more He has happened to me subsequentlv was not 
completed a half-century of service of my seeking 
with Tata Iron & Steel Co (I'lSCO)— 

starting out as a shop-floot trainee in Q: Is anything unfinished? 


that I might have done differently. but 
overall, with the kind of life that I 
have led, how can there possibly be 
any regrets ' fjod above and my fellow 
human beings on earth have been so 
good to me thai it would be almost a 
shameful act on mv p.irt to have any 
regrets 

Q: You have also had your share of 
problems. TISCt) was on VM*. Singh's 
excise black list. All proposals for ex¬ 
pansion and muderni.sation were held 
up for two-and-u-half years. How was 
this impasse solved? 

A: Oh yes, 1 have bad m.ui' .i turbu¬ 
lent period for nislante, even it I 
didn't want to leave the (oni|iaii\, mv 
bosses wanted to fue me 

I 

1 Q: When? 

j A: After 19b2, my caieei has been a 
I smooth one The first If' veais weie 
i good yee.is, a mixture ul fun and 
I work 1 liereatler, for about seven 
I years, 1 was stiugglmg, .ind the last .2S 
years have been verv pleas.int In f.iet, 
I had been told by a jyoiishi that 1 
would go through a seven year periovl 
when nothing would go right and that 
IS exactly what happened 


I 


1939, and becoming CMD 
in 1984 Mody IS one of Inch 
a's top managers He has 
never been known to mince 
weirds, but in conversation 
with Sunday in Calcutta 
last week, the doughty steel 
specialist seemed a little sub¬ 
dued—especially about gov¬ 
ernment policies and his old 
nemesis and currently 
Prime Minister of India, 
V.P Singh Excerpts from 
the interview 


-A 5 ^ ^ 


SoNDw: Fifty years is a i | 
tong time in one company. 

Didn’t you ever want to 

move to another company? f 

Russi Mody: 1 have had 
ideas once or twice during 

my lifetime, but they all /.A 

came to nothing And I can _ 

see the hand of providence chairman and managing dirwtor Tl'sCO 

in this—1 am supremely 

happy in having spent .SO yeais in this j A: Evt;rythmg is unfinished In tact, if 


companv 


Q: When did you think of leaving? 

A: I certainly did not want to leave 
after 1962 1 think I9b2 was the last 
time that 1 had some ideas (that) I was 
a little frustrated, as indeed it happens 
in to everyone in a long career. 


I had ever thoughi in terms of 
finishing something, then I would be 
mentally dead a long lime ago There 
IS only one thing linal in life, and that 
is life Itself 

Q: Any regrets? 

A: There are many things in my life 


Q: We were talking about your excise 
problems and the government holding 
up your company's proposals... 

A: I dll not believe in compromising 
with w'hat I believe is wrong. Maybe 
othci people saw- ii Jilterently They 
believed they weie right and I was 
wrong 
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j Q: But a s«>r( of settlement was made, 
' the proposals were Anally cleared. 

; A; Yes, it was an acceptable and hon- 
j ourahlc settlement and not an extor¬ 
tionist settlement In tact, the .settle¬ 
ment was made much later, after V P 
Singh had left the finance ministry (in 
the Rapv CJandhi administration) 
j The (excise) ca.se is still going on 

I (j; You have alw'ays advocated decon- 
i trol of price and distribution in the 
I steel industry. Recently, the Steel Au- 
! thority of India Ltd (SAIL) has picked 
I up the refrain. l)o you think a policy 
change is in the oAlng? 

A: 1 leally do not know the answer to 
that It can onlv happen if the govern- 
! ment wakes up to the lealities ol the 


realised that the country’s future re¬ 
sources must come from the earnings 
of the public sector and it is also real¬ 
ised that merely achieving the com- | 
nianding heightsol thceconomv means I 
nothing unless the economy is an effi- ^ 
j cicnt one Each industrial unit in the | 
I public sector is making an effort to i 
j improve and the greatest change that j 
has taken place is that profit is no j 
longer considered to be a bad word, ; 
and that profit is probably the only ' 
criteiion for judging the efficiency of | 
an unit Foi instance, Mr S Krish- - 
namurthy, the retiring chief of SAIL, i 
has brcHight about a complete change | 
in the work ethos of SAIL i 

I 

Q: What changes have you brought i 




1 have had | 
many a turbulent i 
period. For 
instance... my 
bosses wanted to 
fire me” 


“Th ere is no 
reason why 
Jamshedpur 
should not have its 
dissidents” 


' economic siiiiation and since they do 
! not consult me on the subject, I 
: wouldn't know Hut it is certainly de- 
I suable In our country todav, theie 
should be only three types of con- 
tiol - tisc.il control import contiol 
.md enMioiimentiil control All other 
C'Milrols ,iie , 11111111 :,ited and are onlv 
tools toi exercising bureauciutic au- 
' ihoiitc .ind powei 
1 

i 0: \ iiumticr nf changes have taken 
place in the public sector. How do you 
view thfrn? 

A: 1 think in the public sector the 
cliangc" .lie I n iln better All around. 
I there IS .1 gic'aUn .iw.iieness that the 
j public sc'ctoi h.'s lo be mo'c etticicnt if 
it has to pcitoim ihc functions foi 
j which It was set up It is now being 
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about in TISCO? 

A: Having spent .‘sO years in Tata 
Steel, I have gone through the various 
stages of managerial development 
Almost from the days of American 
general managers, and through the de¬ 
cades of managemont c>f the company 
by Indian executives, 1 had always felt 
that a managci ruled rather than ltd 
And 1 always wanted to change that 1 
felt that the fundamental change that 
was lequired was that people should 
not be afraid of management. That the 
fear complex should disappear and 
that truly democratic values of discus¬ 
sion should be introduced 1 would not 
claim absolute success in this goal of 
mine, but considerable progre.ss has 
certainly been made You asked me 
earlier if I had any unfinished busi¬ 


ness This IS something that can never 
be finished In fact, it can get better 
and better 

Q: There is a feeling that TISCO fell 
behind. The modernisation program¬ 
me should have started much earlier... 

A: We didn’t have the money to do so 
Bat I agree that it should have started 
much earlier However, I don’t be¬ 
lieve 111 crying over spilt milk We 
have now' set upon a course of mod¬ 
ernisation which will certainly make 
Tata Steel a very efficient and modern 
unit By lW3-y4 

Q: Would there he an increase in 
capacity'.' 

A; Well, around five million tonnes (a 
year) by 2000 AI) These are mv pro¬ 
jections. the government has not 
asked me or anything like that 

Q: There is this perennial comparison 
between the performance of SAIL and 
TISCO. 4 Bureau of Industrial Costs 
and I’rices report says that TISCO has 
some in-built advantages. For inst¬ 
ance, TLSCO has its own collieries. On 
the other hand, SAIL has a “host of 
interlerences thal blunt its commercial 
edge". 

A: So fai as mines and eollieiies are 
conceined, I do believe it is an advan¬ 
tage to have one’s own mines But the 
fact that SAIL don’t have theirs is due 
lo a lack of this le.ilisation on the part 
ol ihe government It is eiinielv open 
to tht government to allot a certain 
number ol coking coal collieries to 
various SAIL plants gist as we have 
done But vested inteiests have pie- 
vented this (rom happening 

(j: Despite excellent relations with the . 
West Bengal government, there has 
been very little investment in the state 
by TISC O. 

A: I have recently sent a proposal to 
the West Bengal government lor start¬ 
ing a blast furnace complex that might 
ultimately lead to a steel plant in years 
to come This is an investment of 
around Rs 30 ciores Tata Davy’s 
workshop is in West Bengal, our bear¬ 
ings division is m West Bengal, our 
commercial activities arc all in Cal¬ 
cutta 

0: TlSCO’s experience with acquired 
companies has not been all that good. 
Please comment. 

A: 1 think our experience has been 
very good Let me name you the com¬ 
panies that were sick and we have 
revived them into flourishing and 
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prosperous companies In some cases, 
we have merged them into divisions of 
existing companies For example, the 
Indian Tube Co., Tinplate Company 
of India, Special Steel Ltd, Ahmeda- 
bad Advance, then NICCO (National 
Insulated Cable Co.) (The) bearings 
(division) has made a profit for the 
first time this year. Most of them are 
out of the woods Kumardhubi En- 
gineenng is still faltering, Tata Davy is 
not doing too well 

Q: What about the future of 
the Tata Group? : ■ 

A: Bright 






listic society People only miss Jam¬ 
shedpur when they move out of that 
aty. 

Q; There is a saying that nothing grows 
under a banyan tree. Has the planning 
for your successor gone through 
smoothly? 

A: (Laughs) 1 have been called all 
sorts of things in my life, but never a 
tree. As a matter of fact, I am not a 
banyan tree since all my executive 
directors who are on the board of the 


company, all function independently. 
Whilst 1 keep myself abreast as much 
as I can with their activities—and that 
IS not always very easy—I think we are 
all growing very nicely, all the bran¬ 
ches of the banyan tree 

Q: There is some talk about you retir¬ 
ing. What would you do afterwards? 

A: Certainly not produce steel. If and 
when my time comes, as it must come 
to everybody, and if mv health per¬ 
mits, there won’t be a dull moment in 
my life There ate so many things I 


Q; There was a lot of talk 
about a power struggle at 
the tup. Is this true? 

A: Absolutely no power 
struggle at all If and when 
Mr J,R D Tata retires, the 
bo.'ird t'f Tata Sons will 
meet and elect a new chair- 
^man Present indications 
are that the chairman will 
be Mr Ratan Tata, who is 
being groomed foi the posi¬ 
tion. He is a very fine man 
and 1 will have no difficulty 
in working with him. 

Q: Would you say that talk 
of a conflict is just specula¬ 
tion? 

A: Created by interested 
parties I really don’t know 
where these rumours come 
from, but these are largely 
mentioned by the press In 
a sense, the interested par¬ 
ties are the press If you 
talk of a smooth succession. 
It makes no news If you 
talk of a power struggle, it 
makes news 


Q; There is criticism about 
how Jamshedpur (TlSCO’s 

home base) is run. It is felt - 

that TISCO runs it with an 
iron hand and there is no room for dis¬ 
agreements. Do you agree? 

A: There is no reason why Jamshed¬ 
pur should not have its dissidents 

Q: Isn’t disagreement with TISCO 
frowned upon? 

A; This i.s not true at all. I always tell 
people “speak up, but don’t be disrup¬ 
tive”. Just as you want to be heard, 
you must hear the voice of the major¬ 
ity. And if the majority decides in one 
way, then the minority must learn to 
accept the decision But it is a paterna- 
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If my health 
permits, there w on’t be 
a dull moment in my 
life... There are so 
many things 1 want to 
do... Cooking, for 
instance” 


RK LAxMAN/HOS '>'** Ot A LCGEND 


want to do for which I don’t find time 
at the moment 

Q: Such as? 

A; Cooking, tor instance Playing 
games, reading, playing'the piano, 
playing cards I have so many activi¬ 
ties that I won’t have a dull moment 

Q: Do you still have 12-egg omiettes for 
brcakfa.st? 

A: Yes f do Well, 1 had ten (eggs) this 
morning • 

lnt0rvhwed by Debjml SInht 
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Custom-made trouble 

Sleuths question Reliance imports and duty’ 
evasion 


T he Union government is dll set to 
open a new front in its ongoing 
j battle with Reliance Industries Ltd 
1 (RIL). Customs House in Bombay is 
j now adding fin.il touches to a volumi- 
! nous show-cause notice to the coni- 
i pany, alleging that it surreptitioush 
i imported a purified terepthalic acid 
I (PTA) plant of capacity much highei 


Its outdated—and perhaps less effec¬ 
tive—substitute Reliance is the only 
pnvate sector manufacturer of para- 
xylene "in the country 
The show-cause notice on the PTA 
plant, which is likely to be served on 
the Ambanis of Reliance, is the be¬ 
lated result of an investigation that 
begun in late 1986, when customs offi- 


the law did not permit such enquiries 
till the imports were over It may be a 
coincidence, but finance minister V P 
Singh had been shifted to the defence 
ministry by then, while Dhirubhai 
Ambani. the Reliance chief, had man¬ 
aged to empathise with Rajiv Gandhi 
This time round, the Bombay cus¬ 
toms, led by principal collector A M. 
Sinha, went by the book They waited 
till the last consignment for the PTA 
plant arrived late last yeai S Dutt 
Mazumdar. additional collector of 
customs in charge of investigation, re¬ 
vived the enquiry in .January Last 
week, Mazumdar and other officers 
inspected the Patalganga plant on an 
18-houi notice, measuring equipment 
dimensions, noting down batch num¬ 
bers of components and taking ran¬ 
dom printouts of nroduction data Re- 



The customs case, 
say Reliance 
insiders, is clearly 
a vendetta against 
Dhirubhai 
Ambani... 


...And Nusli Wadia 
is said to have 
initiated it, by 
presenting^ the 
government with a 
document detailing 
Dhirubhai’s 
misdeeds 



I than what had been shown in docu- 
i ments PTA is the source material for 
I polyester filament yarn (PF'^'), which 
\ is woven into fabric Reliance's PFY 
plant IS also mired in controversy 
. C ustoms authorities approached the 
; appellate tribunal earlici this year, 

I alleging that the company had “smug¬ 
gled in" four extra spinning mills 
j 1 ht. PTA factory, located at Patal- 
i gaiiga in Raigad district, Maharashtra, 
IS the computerised, fully modern 
flagship ot ihe Reliance empire Built 
into It is a plant tor the manufacture of 
paraxylcnc, a iiucial intermediate 
product in a ch.nn of chemical reac¬ 
tions which convcits the teedslock, 
raw naptha, into PI A P.iraxylene can 
be worked into both PT \ and DMT, 


cials started tracking Reliance con¬ 
signments arriving at Bombay port 
from the UK The plant, supplied by 
British contractors John Brown, is 
based on a technology from UK che¬ 
micals giant IC’I (The technology for 
the paraxylene plant originates from 
Universal Oil Products ot the US ) 
Sukumar Mukhopadhyay, the then 
collector of customs, who had au¬ 
thored the original show-cause notice 
on the Reliance PFY plant too. re¬ 
corded that some of the equipment 
imported for the PTA plant, particu¬ 
larly the giant compressors, could be 
of a much higher capacity than de¬ 
clared in the import application. 
However, the investigation was stalled 
in February 1987 on the ground that 


liance officials, predictably, did not 
sign on the inspection documents. 

The customs’ case revolves around 
three pivotal points. 

• The PTA plant was originally 
licensed for 75,000 tonnes per annum, 
and imports of plant and equipment 
worth around Rs 125 crores were 
made on that basis But going by 
periodic enhancement of licensed 
capacity or “re-endorsement”, 
allowed by the government, as well as 
records of end-use. Reliance had 
actually brought in a much larger 
plant, maybe twice the size for which 
It paid duty 

• The paraxylene plant is a conun¬ 
drum by itself The original import 
licence does not mention it as a para- 
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xylene plant per se but as a r I ‘i:. I 

raw matetial handling ^jjT^1 

equipment and an in- AC 

termediate plant In other 

words. It was imported as a ■,' W i 

captive plant for pioduc- ■piMil|||^ , liJiliMWwwitlll '# « 

tion which strictK tallies W ^ ^_' 

with Reliance’s PTA out- --— 

put For 75.00(1 tonnes of #V*' 

PTA. the commensurate J 'Vi—i 

quantity of paraxylene -.\ 

works out to 50.000 tonnes ’•“55«L 

However, customs officials ' ^ 'tt^***'^*******"' 

found that Reliance was »(:. ^ !?| 

making much more paia- ataiaiii' 

xylene^ (OIMIOO tonnes a ^ 

last vear). so much more |_ j 

that It was e\'en selling the 
chemical to its aich-ii\al, K < .sv ' - 

Bombas Dscing which has 
a HMI plant without a 
built-in rass’ mateiial la'tiMv j iiKliidiiic the compensation lor p<o- 
The customs, thereloie. feel that Re |lci benefits it had wiongly .icquiied 










I ' 


liancc has an extia (iroduction l.iciliis 
lor parawlene lor ssnicli duis fias noi 
been paid 

• The customs have c|iastioncd the 
steam geneialion cc|ui]iment im[soits 
bv Reliance loi the PT,\ plant, cosei- 


Besides tlic'ie m.is be a coloss.tl 
■ iniount imi'osci.1 as lines, m lieu of 
coniisc.itioii cd i;oods and a peisoiial 
peiialts 

1 he Reliaiici lobbs enticnclled in 
bi.lii business .md political ciules 


ing manv items including .i Inibo- j iecK that the mss uistoms invesiiga- 
alternatin’ <i giis-|sowcicil iheimal tion was spawned b\ a 17-p.ige aide- 


pocvei |sl.ml big enough to light iip', 
sas. Kaiol Bagh m West Delhi Rc 
liance said it got the ('hint free ( co 
veied m the licensed s.ilue”), but thi 
customs would not believe it as theie 
IS no concept ol ;i tree lunch in busi¬ 
ness Hcncc. pas up the duty 
SoLiices in the levenue dcpaitincnl 
at New Delhi point out that the show- 
cause notice mas ship on Rcinince a 
duty evasion penalty of Rs 10(1 ciorcs. 


poll was spawned b\ a 17-p.ige un/e- 
nienioiM'gi\en bs Nusli Wadi.i Bom- 
Ims Dveini; s c I; in m.in, to the gosei n 
ment on lH lanuais Reliance is dc- 
spciaiels seeking a poiilical uason toi 
the insesiigation, alluding to the close 
links Waclia had with Prime Ministei 
\' P Singh I asi week P C'imlambar- 
am. Reliance’s eounsel loi the PI"V 
c.ise. who IS also a foimei f ongiessfl) 
minister of state toi home, wiote to 
finance minister Madlui Dandavatc 



RAJtV GANINIi AW Fx IWDIMBARMI: tli» fonn«r fm with ftan 

Ambani policies. Aivdttif fvtiHhrfeMHiie 


alleging ihat the customs case on the ' 
PI A plant was woven aiound the 
Wadia papers In effect, it was a ven- \ 
; delt.i .igainst Dhirubliai 
1 Be that as it mav, the tact is that 
i 111 espective of the picsious pio- 
I .Amb.iiii government, a clutch of offi- 
I cials was keeping a close vigil on the 
activities ol Reliance right thtough the 
Rajiv era 1 hey weie sccniting toi evi¬ 
dence to boKtei their contention at an 
opportune time, to pm down then 
assertion that the Amham empiic is 
indeed huilt on misdeclarcd assets and i 
underpaid invoices 

I he customs investigation conies . 
close on the heels ol the govciimieni 
muscling into Larsen A Toubio j 
(IckiT), the engmeeiing giant the i 
Ambanis ac'c|Uiicd in BkS.S, helpeil by ' 
cpiestionable chaie transteis I 
I fiom tin.incial in- | 

! siitutions (Dhirubhai res- i 
igned as I (k f eliaiiman, j 
and his son Mukesh as vice- 
chairman last mc'nth, but 
the Ambaiiis retain four 
seats on the boaid ol direc¬ 
tors, besides I &'l' equity 
held by them ) Lven a 1985 
Letter ol (’redit liddlc by 
the Ambtinis is under inves¬ 
tigation With the Ambams 
undei scrutiny, and with 
the Ra|a hell-bent on their 
destruction, the question is: 
when the going gets tough, 
can the tough get going’’ 
Looking ai the Ambanis’ 
past recoid in fighting 
back, that IS a distinct 
possibility • 

SumH Uhra/Bombay 
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■ Tata trouble? 

R atan Tata’s hetr noire is 
back. This time, .with 
the legitimate tag oi 
working president of the 
TKLCO Kamgar 
Sanghatana (TKS) in the 
company’s Pune factory 
Rajan Nair’s election as 
TKS chief in 1988 was 
opposed by rival trade 
union leaders, contested b\ 
the TELC'O management 
and It even brought work to 
a complete halt at the 
company’s factorv lor 
weeks as Nair and a group 
of his loyalists went on .i 
hunger-stnke to push his 
claim But the management 
finallv broke the stake, 
signalling an end to the 
firebiand union leadei's 
aspirations to emerge as top 
labour boss in the Pune 
industnal belt But a Pune 
industnal court has now 
upheld Nair’s election as 
rKS president That is a 


Rajan Main nMurgwit 


step up for Nair. and a step 
back for Tata Linless the 
TELC’O chairman accepts 
the fact that he is stuck with 
Nan, and that plaving along 
with ambitious union 
leaders can ensure a fat 
profit m.irgin. 1 ata and 
11 1 ('()- may face labour 
trouble as c|uickly as thev 
got rid of It last time 


■ Smoke and 
fire 

T o clam [I dow n on 
industii.il [lollulioi. 
voii need a tiiebi.iiul no 
matter that she shoots hei 
mouth off. acts like th,.- 



iSTOCK 

QUOTEI| 


* me, he lorn 
me not, be lo ves me...” 

A nervous Bombay industrialist, 
Prying to figmre oat—onty 
half-joldn^where he stands with 
Prime Minister Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh 


Mannka Gandhi: breathing 

woi Id IS coming to .in end 
tomorrow, .inci stomps 
over anyone who doesn’t 
listen to her India's 
industrialists and 
government planners now 
have to contend with 
Maneka Ciandhi, the 
environment minister 
with the green dreams 
(iandhi now says that 
eveiv project will have to 
be okayed by her 
ministrv befoic it does its 
rounds in other 
ministries "1 know there 
will be stiff resistance to 
this. ” says the minister 
There will be Tailier.an 
industrialist could simply 
clear a project from an 


fira 



obliging habu oi two at 
the mimstiics ol finance 
and industry—or the 
Pnme Minister’s 
Ottice— belore 
approaching the generally 
Ignored en\ iKuimenl 
minisliy On the other 
hand, business bosses 
may not complain too 
much Last week, the UK 
announced £50 million 
in aid to energy 
eflicient protects Add 
some similar deals in the 
future to CJatidhrs 
no-nonsense appioach, 
and Indian industries 
could actually undo some 
of the damage they have 
caused all these years 


CONTROVERSY OF THE WEEK 


To fiy or not to fly the Airbus A320 

• It IS deal, s.iy the govcirirnent and civil 
aviation iiimisicr Ant Mohammad Khan, 
I that pilot error led to the Indian Airlines 
H (lA) A,12(l Clash at Bangaloic in February 
m But the government has still not officially 
released the findings of the crash enquiry 

--- team, and lA’s 15 remaining A520s are still 

on the ground The grapevine says that the Raja isn’t 
ready to let the aircraft oft the hook But this decision is 
costing IA crores m lost revenue, besides irritating the 
powerful Khan In end-April. the Delhi High Court 
admitted a writ petition to get the planes flying, blaming 
Khan for their grounding A legal wrangle, and the Raja’s 
strange attitude, could precipitate a problem at the top. 


■ Red stars 
rising 

W ell, five stars, 

actually Decidedly 
Marxist but 

perestroika-sXtucie. Kerala 
is in for a burst of luxury 
hotel management and 
building, if chief minister 
E K Nayanarand 
industry minister K R 
Gown have their way 
The two met 

representatives of the La) 
Group of hotels in 
Trivandrum, to negotiate 
leasing out state-run 
hotels such as the Island 
1 lolel-Bolghatty Palace in 
Cochin, and the S.imudra 
in Kovalam The Obeioi 
chain and Welconigrtnin. 
nC Ltd’s hotel division, 
have also shown inteiest 
m Kerala 20 plots of 
prime land—ol wliiih 10 



K.R. GowrI: going 
fivostor 

are slated for the 1 a|. say 
government 
insiders - between 
Trivandrum in the south 
to Kasargod in the north 
are to be allocated for 
luxury hotel projects 
Even Krishna Nair of 
Bombay’s Leela 
Kempinski, Nayanar's 
buddy who hosts the chief 
minister whenever he is in 
Bombay, is in the 
running Obviously the 
Marxists feel that thev. 
like their comrades m 
West Bengal, ean shake 
oft the reel iheloric and 
invite top businesses to 
the industry and tourism 
starved state 
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Unfinished journey 


ABSUpresident Upendranath Brahma passes away 


U p e n d r a n a t h 
Brahma, president cif 
the All Bodo Stu¬ 
dents’ Union 
(ABSU), was fight¬ 
ing a losing battle 
against an invincible 
I ASSAM enemy cancer On 2 
j MaV, Biahina, whO 

I hull been leading the Bodos in tiipar- 
tite talks with the Centre and the state 
government of As^am and had raised 
hopes ol a solution to the Bodo 
I problem, succumbed to his illness m 
! Bombay, where he was undcigoing 
t tieatment 

I The passing awav of 
I Brahma h.is ome again 
I rencleied the fiituie of 
I the Bodos, who aie de- 
1 maiiding a separate stale 
I of their own, iinceitam, 
i for Biahma was known 
j toi his moderate stand 
I and was working tor a 
I solution to the pioblem 
In Brahma's absence, 
his successoi will have to 
perlorm a delicate 
balancing ,icl between 
tlie moderates within 
the ABSU and the moic 
adventurist sections of 
the student body, it the 
negotiaticnis are to suc¬ 
ceed 

■When the ABSU de¬ 
cided on a new course ol 
action and rc-electcd 
Brahma as its president at the Ban- 
I shbaii conference m December 198S, 
! his comrades knew they were to cairy 
on the stiuggle with an tibsentee lead¬ 
er "^'ct, Brahma had remtiined their 
undisputed head and theie was no 
question of a change of guard In (act, 
a campaign by a section of the ABSU, 
suggesting Brahma s replacement had 
provoked a hostile reaction at the 
Banshban conference 
The Banshban conclave was a 
watershed in the Bodo movement, in 
which all non-political demands were 
dropped and only three out of a 
92-point charter were retained It was 
■ at this conference that the ABSU 


raised the demand for a separate state 
for the Bodos by dropping the demand 
for a Union Territory In order to 
achieve this goal, the ABSU also 
prepaied the blueprint of a militant 
movement against the state govern¬ 
ment and the Centre 

But of greater significance was the 
emergence of the Bodo Peoples Ac¬ 
tion ('ommittee (BPAC.) as the co¬ 
sponsors ol the movement Brahma 
had anticipated a leadership crisis 
within the ABSU in his absence, 
especially in view of the increasing 
clout of the extremist elements, and 
had, as a countermeasure, inducted 


within the ABSU, if he was given the 
opportunits ol placing ,i more active 
role 

Upendranath Brahma was available 
only during the tiiparlite lalks and his 
approach to the problem w.is general¬ 
ly appreciated by the Cenlie as well as 
by chief minister Mahanta 'n 
Brahma's absence, the BPAC and its 
president. Karendranath Basum.itaiy, 
who was the ABSU piesidenl between 
t98.A and 1986 are expei ted to pl.ic the 
most crucial lole in shaping the future 
of the Bodo mocement 

■When Brahma flew to Delhi l.ist 
month fiom the Tata Memorial IIos- 



sober and mature elements m the 
movement's decision-making body. 
But despite his efforts, large scale 
violence and sabotage became the 
hallmark of the movement It is widely 
believed in Assam that the extiemists 
within the ABSU were being aided 
and instigated by central intelligence 
agencies during Rajiv Claiidtu’s rule at 
the Centre to keep the AGP (Asom 
Gana Parishad) regime, headed by 
chief minister PrafuHa Kumar Mahan¬ 
ta on tenterhooks Political 

observers, howe'^er, believe that 
Brahma would have succeeded in 
weeding out the agent provocateurs 
and the mindlessly militant section 


pital m Bombav lor the tripartite 
talks, he was tully awaie that his end 
was near That was one reason why he 
seemed in ii hurrv U' .irtive at a 
negotiated settlement to the Bodo 
prcihlem f ormal talks were usii.illy 
preceded bv long discussions and both 
Union labour and social welfare minis¬ 
ter Ram Vilas Paswan and PrafuHa 
Mahanta were surprised by the accom¬ 
modative spirit of the ABSU loaclei 
In (act, Biahma had enteted into 
heated arguments with his colleagues 
who insisted that the question of a 
separate state for the Bodos be in¬ 
corporated in the terms of reference of 
a panel lormed at the last tripartite 
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Death by fire 

Landlords bum to death a Harijan in V.P. Singh’s 
constituency 


talks and. persuaded them to 
work out an admmistiative, political 
and legal arrangement tor the devolu¬ 
tion of power He was also careful 
enough to induct three moderates— 
two from the BPAC and one from the 
ABf;U--into the panel to represent 
the Bodo movement 
Brahma hailed from a very pooi 
family ot Debeigaon village, in Kok- 
raihai district Mis education was 
more than once mteiiiipied hetause of 
his family's abject poverv As a 
student in Guwahati IJmvcr.sity, 
he witnessed the Assam movement, 
led by the AASU (All Assam Students 
Union), and later adopted many of the 
outfit’s tactics Me worked as a teacher 
for some time and then as a tax offi¬ 
cial, before he took over the reins of 
the AB.su from Karendra Basumat- 
ary in ldS6 [| was under Bramha’s 
leadership that the ABSU acquired a 
mass character 

An astute politician, Brahma gra¬ 
dually isolated the old guards of the 
Plains Tribal Council of Assam 
(PTC A) who held sway over the 
Bodos, and steered the ABSU to a 
commanding position On 21 January 
l'tS7. he met former Prime Minister 
Kaiiv Ciandhi and nyuested the Cen- 
tie to gr.mt a I biion Tcrntoiy status to 
the Bodo-dominated districts of 
Assam on the plea that the tribals 
weie being discriminated against by 
the Assamese, and, by that 

year, formally launched a move¬ 
ment for a separate Bodo homeland 
But when the C?cntre failed to fulfil 
the ABSll’s demand. Brahma went a 
step fuilher in necember 1988 by 
j demanding complete statehood. To- 
j wards the end of his life, however, he 
seemed to have accepted the fact 
that a separate state for the Bodos was 
only ,1 remote possibility, and looked 
forward to an alternative arrange¬ 
ment 

riic iiiKldlc road that he opted for, 

! lu'wever, is fiaught with pitfalls The 
I b.ovks within (he ABSL' such as Phu- 
I kan Chandia Bodo and Pradip 
j Uann.ni were opposed to Brahma’s 
model.lie sl.md and are likely to assert 
the niv(.l\i's now, and a power struggle 
with the A BSUcannot be entirely 
ruied oiii 1 he Bodo talks may, there¬ 
fore, run mill tiiugh weather in future 
and the moikialion that Brahma 
preached lowaids the end of his life 
may eome to lie replaced by 
extremism as the haidhneis, who were 
waiting in the wines lot long, make a 
frantic bid to hog the hmehght • 
RM/it Chowdhury/GuwahaU 


For some years now, 
Uttar Pradesh (UP) 
has been recording 
the largest number of 
crimes against Man- 
jans. Atrocities of ev¬ 
ery conceivable kind, 
murder, rape, tor¬ 
ture, burning and 
looting of villages and property - aie 
such commonplace occurrences that 
they are scarcely noticed. But despite 
the overall apathy, a recent incident, 
the burning of a Marijan by high caste 
ITiakurs, is threatening to become a 
national scandal be.cause the trageds 
occurred m the Falehpui constituency 
represented by Prime Ministei 
V.P. Singh Despite this, it was largely 
due to the histrionics demonstrated bv 
Ram Nehore Rakesh, a Congress (1) 
MP from the state who produced the 
charred clothes of the victim on 29 
April and raised a furore, that the 
crime came to light. After a stormy 
debate in the Rajya Sabha initiated by 
S.S Ahluwalia, another Congress(l) 
MP, who led a fact-finding team to 
look into the episode, the government 
ordered a magistenal enquiry 

Sattodharampur, the village wheie 
the incident occurred, is about .15 km 
from Fatehpur With a population ol 
approximately 1.5,()()() comprising 
Thakurs, Brahmins, Harijans, 
Yadavs, Mauyras, other castes, and a 
sprinkling of Muslims, the Thakurs, 
who are numerically the largest, arc 
also the most pciwerful socially, eco¬ 
nomically and politically They own 
most of the land and control the pan- 
chayats The very topography of the 
village delineates the caste divisions, a 
large pond separates the hamlets be¬ 
longing to the Harijans and Muslims 
from the pucra, comfortable houses 
owned by the Thakurs Most of the 
Harijans are agricultural labourers, 
subsisting on a daily wage ranging 
from Rs 3 to Rs 5, unaware, of course, 
that the minimum wage they are enti¬ 
tled to is Rs 18. A handful of them 
have managed to migrate to nearby 
cities and other states in search of 
gainful employment. 

Among them was the victim, Dhan- 
raj, working in a factory in- Ludhiana 


for the last four years I le had recently 
come down to the village for his sis¬ 
ter’s wedding which was to be held in 
early June Recounting the incident 
which took place on 5 Apiil, Ram 
Khilawan, Dhanraj’s brother, said 
that Dhanra) was woiking in the field 
of Thakur Arjun Smgh, a big land- 
owner, while his wife was chopping 
firewood in the vicinity W'hen Arjun 
Singh asked Dhanraj to carry some 
wheat bundles to a grain merchant, 
the latter refused and piocccdsd to¬ 
wards his house Op the way, he was 
.summoned by another Thakur, who 
owned a brick kiln 1 Ic tiskcd Dhanraj 
to unload a cart of coal While Dhan-' 
raj was busy in the task. Arjun Singh 
reached the spot along with his two 
granclsiins, Raju and Ciulab, and pre¬ 
vailed upon him to take the wheat 
Dhanraj returned home in the evening 
after completing the assignment “At 
sunset. Raju and Ciulab came to our 
house, and accused Dhanraj of cheat¬ 
ing them of Rs 50 trom the amount 
piocured from selling the wheat.’’ re¬ 
calls Ram Khilawan. TJe adds “Both 
ol us protested, but they forcibly took 
Dhanraj to their house ’’ 

The victim’s sister: traumatised 
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Ram Khilawan sent a cousin of his 
and two other fnends behind Dhanraj, 
but nobody really knows what hap¬ 
pened in the Thakur's house, because 
they stopped a little distance away lor 
fear of being spotted The cousin who 
prefers anonymity says, “The next 
thing I saw was Dhaniaj smothered in 
flames, shouting 'where’s the police 
chowkiand then he lumped into the 
pond ' Ram Khilawan, who was sum¬ 
moned by some villagers, managed to 
pull out Dhaniaj from the pond He 
sought help from a police outposl in 
the village, but the constable did not 
even have a vehicle to take the victim 
to hospital “Bv this time about 2.'i 
Thakurs including Ariun Singh and his 


son Sumer Singh, Ra|u and Gulab’s 
father had gathered aiouiid us,” says 
Khilawan But they refused to help 
“They even threatened the Muslim 
coachman who oftered to help Dhan¬ 
raj,” says a villager Ram Khilawan 
went to the police station at Asothar, 
where the officer in charge arranged 
to take Dhanraj to Fatehpur tor treat¬ 
ment. After this Khilawan filed an 
FIR. 

With the government doctors on 
strike, Dhanraj was taken to a private 
nursing home “He had sustained ab¬ 
out 80 per cent burns and despite our 
best efforts,we couldn’t save him,’’said 
a doctor. Dhanraj died the next day at 
12 noon. Ram Khilawan’s account, 
surprisingly, is refuted by many 
According to Sumer Singh, Dhanraj 
was not working on their land, but had 
been drinking the whole day along 
with his son, Raju. “I was in a neigh¬ 
bouring village, Thariaon, that day 


but I was informed that the two were 
drunk and misbehaving in the bazar 
When I reached the village, some cops 
said my son had allegedly burnt Dhan¬ 
raj. But to my surprise I found Raju 
lying inert in a warehouse opposite my 
house”, he said Singh summoned a 
few “eyewitnesses”, significantly Tha 
kurs, of course, who testified that 
Dhanraj had set himself on fire “de¬ 
liberately near the pond so that the 
flames could be promptly doused” 
Before doing .so, he had allegedly said, 
“I will settle Raju right by doing thisi 
and landing him in trouble with the 
police ” The eyewitnesses .swore that 
Dhanraj smelt of kerosene, but were 
curiously silent when asked if he had 


poured kerosene on himself or 
whether it was poured on him 

If Dhanraj had allegedly been burnt 
down by Raju and Gulab, as Ram 
Khilawan has stated in his FIR, what 
was the motive'? Ram Khilawan main¬ 
tained that the dispute centred around 
the money that Dhanraj was suji- 
posed to have swindled “My biother 
said ne.was severely beaten by the 
Thaku rs mthewarehousebefore being 
set or fire," he said. But a close rela¬ 
tive in whom Dhanraj had confided 
after being rescued from the pond re¬ 
vealed that Raju, backed by his grand¬ 
father Arjun Singh, had ordered 
Dhanraj and his wife Bindu to live 
permanently in their house as their 
servants. “He said your wife will be 
treated on “par with my wife and she’ll 
be my mistress. Raju had vehemently 
protested," said this source. The Tha¬ 
kurs as well as Raju denied this ver¬ 


sion, the latter maintaining that he 
had never seen Bindu Bindu was 
whisked away to her maternal home 
by her brother a couple of days after 
Dhanraj's death 

Strangely Raju and Gulab were not 
arrested but personallv surrendered at 
a judicial magistrate’s court on 11 
April, SIX days aftci the incident This, 
despite a senior police official’s claim 
that policemen were promptly de¬ 
spatched all over I-atehpur district to 
track down the accused Tins official 
said that the male members of the 
family were absconding But lhake.r 
Sumer Singh revealed that both he 
and his father, Arjun Singh, had ill 
along been staving 
in the villacc while 
Raju and (julab 
admitted that they 
had sought refuge 
in their relatives’ 
houses in neigh¬ 
bouring villages hui 
kept rctuining 
home penodicdily 
“to solicit advice 
from our elders as 
to when .ind where 
we should surien- 
der" Asks a Hari- 
jan leaclet >)t the 
area “Doesn't this 
show that the adini 
nistratioi! is keen 
on a cover lljr'’” 
What was the 
possible intention 
behind the exer¬ 
cise’ The answer 
IS that this IS the most impor¬ 
tant parliamentary constituency in In¬ 
dia, said a local leader C’ongress(I) 
activists from Fatehpui alleged that 
V P.Singh had “close relations” with 
the family of the accused and that his 
.son Ajeya Singh had held close deli¬ 
berations with Sumer Singh and Arjun 
Singh during his election campaigns. 
Sumer Singh denied this charge, but 
admitted that he had actively sup- 
jxirted the Janata Dal in the last elec¬ 
tions. While it may be difficult to 
prove the nature of V P Singh’s links 
with Thakur Arjun Singh and his fami¬ 
ly, the very fact that the Thakurs com¬ 
prise a powerful segment of this con¬ 
stituency and that their support is cri¬ 
tical for any political candidate from, 
this region, only shows that the en¬ 
quiry into this murder will not be just 
and impartial. • 

RaiKMa Rmmm»0»hmt/Lucknow 
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Anatomy of a strike 

Medical students oppose the move to reserve seats in 
post-graduate courses 


-psw;;— medical system 

'£i A in Kerala, which is 
( (f considered to be one 

finest in the 
country, has been 
biought to a stand- ! 
still by striking doc- 
KEKAI.A medical stu- 

wmmimmmmmmimm dcntS The mcdlCOS 
have gone on an indefinite strike in 
protest against the government's deci- 
Mon to resci've seats in post-graduate 
medical courses tor teachers of ayur- 
vcdic and homeopathy colleges so that 
they can learn modern surgery The 
idea behind the reservation policy is to 
enable ayurveda and homeopathy 
teachers—who must necessarily also 
possess MBBS degrees in allopathy— 
to teach the discipline in their own 
colleges 

But the government’s decision, has 
caused widespread resentment among 
doctors and students of various medic¬ 
al colleges in the state who feel that 
admission to post-giadiiaie medical 
courses would become all the more 
difficult because of the reservation 
policy Moreover, the medicos ate 
also opposing the move, which has 
been mastei minded by the state health 
minister, Congress(S) strongman 
A C. Shanmughadas, because they 
feel that any attempt to make 
surgeons out of homeopathy and ayur- 
veda practitioners, who have no know¬ 
ledge of the allopathic system of medi¬ 
cine, would lead to a social di.saster 
But Shanmughadas, a steadfast piopo- 
nent of the ‘integrated’ system of 
medicine, has refused to budge in the 
face of stiff opposition and the medi¬ 
cos' strike—which ran into more than 
50 days at the time of going to press— 
has crippled the state’s medical infras¬ 
tructure 

The stiike has affected hospital ser¬ 
vices, as slmical work in government 
hospitals IS usually handled by the 
house surgeons and the post-graduate 
students The senior doctors are, 
therefore, finding it diflicult to cope 
with the workload The hospital 
wards, which used to be overcrowded 
before the stnke began, today wear a 
deserted look, as only emergency 
cases are being admitted Moreover, 


cases of deaths due to non-availability 
of doctors at medical college hospitals 
have also been reported 
The strike has developed into a war 
of nerves between the doctors and the 
health minister, who is being fully 
backed by the Democratic Youth F cd- 
eration (DYFl), the youth wing of the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
(CPl-M) In Calicut, a parallel out¬ 
patients’ department ' 

run by the striking medi- z 

cos was attacked by the 
DYFI activists In Tri- 
vandrum, the police 
aggravated the crisis by 
beating up the striking 
doctors For their part, 
the medicos devised a ^ 

rather crude way of con- ^ 

dcmning the health |g||||||^^ 
minister, they earned 
his effigy in a protest de- 
monstration and began 
stoning It publicly They 
also tried to .set it on 
fire, but were prevented 
from doing so by the 
police. Even after 50 
days of the strike, the 
mood of the medicos re- 
j mams sullen. The Joint 
Action Council of the 
Medical Students and 
House Surgeons 
(JACMSHS) has made it 
clear that it will not call off the strike 
till the government withdrew the re¬ 
servation policy. 

The government’s decision has re¬ 
vived an old controveisy that raged in 
the state’s medical profession during 
the last two years over attempts at 
integrating the different systems of 
medicine. The introduction of an inte¬ 
grated system, based on an interdisci¬ 
plinary approach with allopathy, 
homeopathy and ayurveda serving as 
the three components, sparked off 
widespread agitations in 1988 and 
1989. At that time, the stir centred on 
the question of giving training in the 
clinical systems of modern medicine to 
students of ayurveda and homeopathy 
in government hospitals 
The present crisis developed due to 


the health minister’s insistence that 
students of avurveda and homeopathy 
should also be trained in surgery This 
has made it necessary tor the teachers 
of ayurveda and homeopathy medi¬ 
cine to undergo post-graduate courses 
in surgery so that they can teach the 
discipline in their colleges The point 
that has been overlooked, however, is 
that ayurveda students are supposed 
to be taught !,alyalan(ra (an ancient 
surgical science) and not surgery per 
VC, according to the nationally 
accepted syllabus of ayurvedic medi¬ 
cine The question that is being asked 
by the striking doctors is how ayurve¬ 
da students—who are not familiar 
with the science of allopathy—can 
hope to be trained m .surgery 
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The government’s response to these 
conflicting contentions has been hard¬ 
ly constructive It was in 1987 that the 
issue first surfaced though salyatanlra 
was introduced as part of the ayurveda 
syllabus way back in 1979 But Shan- 
miighadas and the supporters of ayur¬ 
veda say that the purpose of giv¬ 
ing training in surgery to salyatantra 
students is not to make them surgeons 
but to enable them to recognise dis¬ 
eases needing surgery and to refer 
such cases to surgeons But the medi¬ 
cos maintain that once such training is 
given to them, without teaching them 
the basics of modern medicine, it will 
only create ‘quack surgeons’ who will 
be a menace to society. 

The crux of the problem, according 
to the striking medicos, is that Shan- 
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mughadas is biased against them be¬ 
cause he had studied ayurveda before 
joining politics. When contacted, the 
soft-spoken Shanmughadas, told Sun¬ 
day- “The syllabus laid down by the 
ayurveda and homeopathy central 
councils required the teaching of mod¬ 
ern surgery for proper treatment of 
patients I have no intention of intro¬ 
ducing an integrated medical system in 
the state ” Shanmughadas said that 
the appointment of those with a de¬ 
gree in ayurveda and specialisation in 
modern surgery in ayurvedic colleges 
was essential for the development of 
the ancient system of medicine 
Meanwhile, ayurveda and 
homeopathy students have threatened 
to go on strike if the reservation 

- for the post-graduate 

-- course is withdrawn 

[ t. 1| under pressure by the 

ttViV, li government According 

jS to them, It was an 

- ' attempt “to pi event the 

' ' development of other 

systems of medicine" 
Said Dr M N 
Ramachandran Nair, 
■ general secretary of All 

s/^TjUll Kerala Ayurveda Col- 

Teachers Associa- 
tion “It IS a canard to 
1 say that the teaching of 

j/ ^ '1 surgery to ayurveda stu- 

'V/ dents will lead to the 

fiV \ V*% mixing-up of the two 

—-1 systems Many allopathy 

P* doctors practise acu- 

J puncture which is in no 

way connected with 
their system” 

However, the root of 
the controversy seems to 

_be the fact that the 

practitioners of modern medicine 
earned more money and enjoyed grea¬ 
ter soaal prestige than those practis¬ 
ing ayurveda and homeopathy. In the 
marriage market, too, an allopathic 
doctor gets ten times more dowry than 
doctors from other systems do The 
only solution to the present crisis is a 
consensus of opinions between the 
central councils representing the diffe¬ 
rent systems But. instead of finding a 
solution acceptable to allit'he 
government seems to be politicising 
the issue by characterising the striking 
doctors as tools in the hands of the 
Opposition Congress(I). And, while 
the unseemly battle rages, thousands 
of poor people in Kerala continue to 
suffer due to lack of medical care • 
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Tamils first 


Karunanidhi continues to lionise Prabhqkaran and 
criticise the IPKF 


I ^ I C h I e t minister 

Mulhuvel Karuna¬ 
nidhi does not seem 
to be making any 
effort to hide his lik¬ 
ing for the Liberation 
Tigers o t T a m 1 1 
TAMIL NADU I'ei.im (LITE) The 
state IcglsIatUIC .IS 
well as all other government fora are 
being used bv the DMK supiemo and 
his partvmen to reiteiate their identity 
of views with those ol LI'I L. Ic.ider 
Velupillai I’labhakaran and they are 
all jiiaise lor Ins 'heroic' light against 
the Indi.m Peace-Keeping foice 
(IPkl ) The c.imaraderie between the 
DMK <ind the I TTL even extends to 
calling Prabhakaran another 

Veerapandiya Katta- - 

bo mm an (a tieedom nEJETTZ 

fighter of great valour 4^9|M|| 

who had fought the Brit- 

ish) and expressing the 

hope that Prabhakaran ' 

will carve out a niche tor 

himself m history 

The C'ongress(l) and W, . 
the AIADMK - the two < 

m.iin Opposition par- 
ties have been putting , 

up a weak and often 

misdirected fight against --- 

what could eventually 
turn out to be some TamHcwd 
kind of a pan-Tamil movement, 
inspired by the success of Prabhakar- 
an’s armed campaign against the 
might of the Indian army For inst¬ 
ance. during a recent session vif Ihe 
state Assembly. Congress!I) leader 
Kumari Ananthan expressed his un¬ 
happiness over the manner in which 
the DMK members greeted the 
LTTt’s success "Will you also hail 
the SI ndalwood smiigglei Veerappan 
as a brave fighter because he too has 
been putting up a stilf fight against the 
police’" asked Ananthan amidst 
strong protests from the treasury ben¬ 
ches 

Eiarher. a DMK member, P Srini- 
vasan, had termed the LTTE as a 
group of "sacred freedom fighters" 
who noi only put up a brave fight 
against the IPKF, but also sent them 


(the IPKF') packing home Ananthan's 
remaik annoyed the DMK members 
who said that they could not accept 
such a comparison between Prabha¬ 
karan. who had "pure 'lamil blood m 
his veins" and Veerappan. who was 
"nothing but a foiest bandit ". After 
this,|the Assembly reveibci.ited with 
slogans like "long live Prabhakaran 
and "long live Kal.ngai ' (Kaiuna- 
iiidhi) 

Theie is enough smoke already to 
cause panic among the modelates in 
T.imil Nadu who see possibilities of a 
separatist movement emerging from 
the present camar.iderie between 
Karunanidhi and Pr.ibh.ik.iran And 
there are allied factors as well, such as 
the government’s indifference, if 

-not tacit support, to 

'— s ^’f the bl.it.mtiy 

sepaiatist meetings and 
conferences. 

^ One such meeting was 
AKjjjl held m Madurai m mem- 
M.iian. a local 
militant who w.is killed 
V ” I about two yc.irs ago 
i when the bombs he was 

/ canying to blow up the 

Kodaikanal TV relay 
station exploded 

’ Kaiiinaiiidhi and his 

_followeis seem to have 

:ptayinglfM their own reasons for 

__j proclaiming that 

they are on the side of 
famil nationalism, even at Ihe cost ot 
embariassing their comrades in the 
N.itional Front government m Delhi, 
Critics of the DMK government allege 
that Karunanidhi is treading too close 
to treason by hailing the LTI E and 
condemning the IPKF 
The chiel minister, however, re¬ 

mains unfazed by these charges He is 
even w'lHing to risk the dismissal of his 
government tor championing Tamil 
nationalism After all, he asks, hadn't 
his government been dismissed by 
Indira Gandhi for opposing the 
Emergency * But it is unlikely that the 
NF government will take any punitive 
measure against the DMK at this 
stage, or maybe ever, despite its 
ally’s controversial stand. • 

R. Bhagwm Skigh/Hladnw 
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Troubled waters 


The Supreme Court refers the Cauvery water dispute 
to a tribunal 



TAMIL NADU 


On 4 May, ihc Sup¬ 
reme ('outI a|)ptieti 
the brakes on the 
16 - yeai - old dis¬ 
pute between Tamil 
Nadu and Karnataka 
over the sharing of 
the ('auvery iivei vva- 
mmmmmmmmmmmmm ters. A division 
bench, comprising Justice Ranganath 
Mishra and Justice P B Saw.uit 
ordered the Centre to set up a tribunal 
within a month to ad)udicate the shar¬ 
ing of the river wateis between Karna¬ 
taka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and the Un¬ 
ion Territory of Pondicherry 
The court verdict 
amounted to a setback 
for Karnataka since the 
state has all along been 
opposing the setting up 
of a tribunal and was, 
in.stead, advocating the 
settlement of the dispute 
through bilateral talks 
Kamatakachief mmistei 
Veerendra Patil had a 
meeting with his Tamil 
Nadu counterfiart, M. 

Karunanidhi, in Madras 
on 19 - 20 April, but no¬ 
thing came of that 
While Patil, and also the 
Union government held 
the view that the dia¬ 
logue with Tamil Nadu 
should continue. Karu¬ 
nanidhi declared that 
the talks had failed and 
there was no use wasting 
more time on bilateral 
meetings. 


j Karnataka. Tamil Nadu, Kerala aiul 
I Pondicherry on 10 May Bui with 
I Karunanidhi declaring that he would 
boycott the meeting, the Ceiitie's 
eflort was scuttled 

j The Supreme Court then sought to 
j know' the Centre’s stand and the coun 
I sel for the Union goveinment hn.illy 
j submitted before the judges that I'lelhi 
would abide bv the court’s decision 
since the case had been heard m .ill its 
aspects by the bench duiing the pio- 
longed hearing However, the counsel 
also mentioned that the iiegotialions 
had not failed but had only been ad¬ 
journed. 


on 4 May the court’s decision on the 
flooi of the House, Recalling that the 
Assembly had passed a resolution only 
the previous week, demanding the re¬ 
ference of the dispute to a tribunal, 
the chief minister thanked all political 
parties for the support they had ex¬ 
tended to the government on this 
issue 

Karunanidhi, however, tailed to 
thank the private petitioners who had 
waged a decade-iong legal battle in the 
Supreme Court The court had, after 
all, given the verdict on two petitions 
filed by the Tamil Nadu Cauvery 
Waters Commcicial ('rop Growers 
Welfare Association and a Thanjavur 
farmer, R Krishnamurthy Iyer “The 
court gave its verdict for the petitions 
filed by us, whereas the chief minister 
here wants to take all the credit,’’ says 
K Subramanian, the counsel and son 
of Iyer 

In fact, even about six months ago, 
the Tamil Nadu chief minister held the 



VMrandra Patil (extrwm* k>ft) and M. Karunanldhf »t ttw Cauvery water tafltsifmttlasaaffort 


The April talks were initiated by a 
Supreme Court directive which sought 
to give another chance to the contend¬ 
ing parties to settle the mattei through 
discussions Rut with Karunanidhi de 
clanng that the talks had failed, the 
Supreme Court’s effort was reduced to 
naught. Fiowcvei, Patil did not agree 
with Karunanidhi .iiul was optimistic 
that Tamil Nadu’s demand tor a tri¬ 
bunal would not be conceded as the 
Union water resources minister, 
Manubhai Kotadia, had convened a 
fresh meeting of the chief ministers of 


With the court decreeing that a tii- 
bunal must be set up by the Union 
government, there is hope at the end 
of the tunnel tor the peasants ol Tamil 
Nadu in the Cauverv basin, especially 
in Tiruchy, Thanjavur and .South 
Arcot districts where the tillers had 
been forced to suspend double crop¬ 
ping for want of adequate amount sot 
irrigation watei 

Karunanidhi was predictably 
pleased with the court’s verdict and 
drew applause from all sections in the 
state Assembly when he announced 


view that the dispute could be sorted 
out through talks with the Karnataka 
government “It was only in the final 
stages that the government here real¬ 
ised its folly and told the Supreme 
C ourt that it was supporting our pri¬ 
vate petitions This was one of the 
rarest ot rare cases where, m a public 
interest litigation, the state govern¬ 
ment chose to support the petition¬ 
ers,” said Subramanian 
According to him, the matter would 
have dragged on for another six or 
seven years had Tamil Nadu 


66 


•UNDAYl»>19M«ylW0 






NEWS 


Party politics 


! The Left Front seems to be better placed than the 
I Congress (1) on the eve of the civic polls 


gone to the Supreme Court in 
April finding that the talks with Kar¬ 
nataka fielded no result. “Had we not 
filed our petitions in 1984, this judge¬ 
ment would not have come even 
now," Subramanian told Sunday 

When his talks with Vcerendra Patil 
failed, Karunanidhi despatched a de¬ 
legation of MPs from Tamil Nadu to 
meet Prime Minister V P. Singh and 
stressed the need for setting up a 
tribunal to settle the long-standing 
dispute For his part, Vecrandra Patil 
too led a team of his state MPs to meet 
the Prime Minister to reiterate his 
stand that the issue could still be 
sorted out through talks. 

Interestingly, Karunamdhi’s peti¬ 
tion to V P Singh, through the MPs’ 
delegation spoke of the violations 
made by Karnataka over the years in 
building dams across the Cauvery 
river and its tributaries, without prior 
^consultations with Tamil Nadu— 

‘ which was a pre-requisitc under the 
1924 agreement between the then 
presidencies of Madras and Mysore 

His contention was, however, 
flawed because Karunanidhi as the 
chief niinistei himself had declared— 
once in March 1970 and again in July 1 
1971- that his government had no | 
objections to Karnataka building 
dams on the Cauvery river “You 
build your dams, we have no objec¬ 
tions,” Karunanidhi had told the gov¬ 
ernment of Karnataka in his Assembly 
speech made on 14 July, 1971. 

These asides apart, the water dis¬ 
pute appears to be heading towards a 
settlement, and that is what matters 
most “When the tribunal is consti¬ 
tuted, It will make physical verifica¬ 
tions of the plight of the Tamil Nadu 
farmers who suffered all these years 
due to Karnataka’s unreasonable atti¬ 
tude ” 

Tamil Nadu went to the Supreme 
Court seeking relief but withdrew the 
petition during the previous DMK 
regime. Critics of Karunanidhi say 
that he had taken that decision in 
response to a request made by the late 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi out of 
political expediency as the DMK was a 
poll partner of the Congress(l) then. 

Much water has flown down the 
Cauvery since then, and now, after a 
protracted legal battle and tenacious 
inter-state negotiations, the farmers of 
the Cauvery basin hope to get more 
irrigation water in the future. But they 
will need some more luck before the 
tribunal gives its verdict and the good 
times finally arrive. • 
ff. Bhagwan Shtgh / Madnt 


While inner-party in¬ 
fighting IS probably 
inevitable in most In¬ 
dian political parties, 
public fisticuffs be¬ 
tween party leaders 
are hardly permissi- 
Wi:.SI BKNtiAL And for the Con- 
grcss(I), the scuffle 
between supporters of south Calcutta 
chieftain Panka] Banerjee and state 
general secretaiy Somen Mitra’s 
dichards at the Ni/.im Palace buildings 
before the crucial Calcutta Municipal 
; Coiporaiion (CMC) polls and elec- 
1 tions to other nuiriieijralities in the 
I state was another step towards self- 
! destruction 

Before the previous 
t akutta C'orpoiation 
elections in I9S.S, Pra- 
nab Mukherjee, then 
the PCC(I) chief was 
heckled by angry party 
workers who were de¬ 
nied nominations But 
Somen Mitra. MLA, a 
close associate of state 
paity president, ABA 
G h .1 n 1 Khan 

Choudhury, faced a 
more intransigent mob 
Shouting “go back Gha- 
ni Khan”, supporters of 
Pankaj Banerjee first 
gheraoed senior jiarty 
leaders at the Nizam 
Palace compounds on 2 
May. As tension escalated that even¬ 
ing, Banerjee’s supporters assaulted 
Mitra and nearly tore off the dh<}ii of 
state Seva Dal chairman Abdul Man- 
nan But as Mitra’s seciiiity guard 
waved his revolver and his workers 
regrouped for a counter-attack, 
Bancrjce’s outnumbered legions 
quickly beat a retreat 

Three days earlier, unhappy with 
the choice of the CMC election 
nominees in his district, Baneriee, the 
south Calcutta Congress Committee 
president, had put m his papers With 
the resignation came angry words 
“The selection of candidates was influ¬ 
enced by black money and muscle 
power,” Banerjee alleged. 

Former Union minister Ajit Panja, 


convenor of the eornmittce that 
selected party nominees for the polls 
has already compl.iined to the party 
high command .ibout Banei|ee's con¬ 
duct "Who are the anti social ele¬ 
ments and blackmarkeleers who are 
behind the Congress (1) nominees '' ’ 
the Congress (l)'s recent lenegade has 
been asked The P(X’(l) was merely 
relaying instructions from the AlCC 
And since the battle-lines are alieady 
well drawn, a compromise is unlikely 
This means anothci messy suspension 
before the 17 June polls 

While the Congrcss(l) lemains pa- 
lalysed before the polls the Left 

Fro^it^_despite internal 

dissensions about seat 
allotments and dis¬ 
agreements about the 
retiring age tor school 
teachers in the state, is 
firmly in the driver’s 
seat While blood-red 
hammer and sieklc signs 
aic sprouting .ill over 
the newly whitewashed 
walls m the city, the 
senioi I.efI Fiont lead¬ 
ers have [il.aed a re¬ 
worked manifesto be¬ 
fore the (leople No lon¬ 
ger will the support to 
the N.itional F-'ront gov¬ 
ernment m Delhi be un¬ 
stinted Instead, the 
the Left l-ront will spearhead a popul¬ 
ist movement .igainst the use in prices 
of essential commodities. “It is time to 
bung the people to the streets,” said 
chief minister Jv'oli Basil recently But 
he also added that "a movement is no 
attempt to dislodge a National Front 
government, the time has not come 
when we will ask the people to dis¬ 
lodge the National Front government 
and ! hope the lime will never come." 

The Left Front’s pirouette before 
the polls IS an attempt to shirk respon¬ 
sibility for the recent inflationary 
trends. But the state government 
would not call for a Bangla Bandh says 
Sailen Dasgupta, the Left Front chair¬ 
man. Such persistent populism may be 
a long-term necessity • 

SHnJoy Chowilhury/Calcutta 




PwikaJ Banerje*: on tho 
warpath 
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MANI-TALK 


MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


The roa d to min 

In its haste to provide employment, the Planning Commission 

forgets all about productivity 


Ran into J D 
Sethi, the Mahat¬ 
ma of the Plan¬ 
ning Commission, 
the other da> At 
the India Interna¬ 
tional Centre, of 
eourse, where 
else ’ f'or our con¬ 
temporary Gan- 
dhians go in tor a 
spot of manicured lawns, wood¬ 
panelling, deferential waiters and 
epicurean delights to keep their men¬ 
tal juices flowing Not to mention 
their moral indignation and self- 
righteousness 

With a naughty finger he poked me 
in the tum-tum (which, admittedly, 
spreads over my middle m all direc¬ 
tions as it It were Madhya Pradesh-- 
which IS why I fondly call it my BJP) 
and enquired- with that dioll him'our 
tor which Gandhiji was justly famous 
and vSethiji is now acquiring renown - 
whether it was because ail of my blootl 
supply was needed to digest my lun¬ 
ches that my brain was withering 
away 

This is the self-same Sethi who has 
just dashed off an angry letter to the 
Prime Minister denouncing the 
bureaucracy for commenting on the 
doings of the Planning C ommission. 
He has ieluted none of the argument* 
of the Committee of Secietaries, only 
condemned the author of the mi¬ 
nutes—a hapless hangover from the 
Rajiv era who glories m the same 
initials that I have—Montek Singh 
Ahluvs.ilia tor the cad he is Sethi’s 
point IS ihiit the Planning Commission 
IS theie to translate political policy 
into Pl.m (iiogiammes It will brook 
no inteiIcieiice tiom babus, he says 
He points mstead to the Valhalla we 
shall all .ichicse when we have a 
statulorv, indepe ndent Planning Com¬ 
mission—yet .inoihei of the National 
Front’s manltc^t<l jiiomises —totally 
divorced from both the bureaucracy 
and the elected gosernment 

Ahluwalia is a brilliant economist, 
who has written a definitive treatise on 
Indian poverty (instead of merely 



lunching out on the subject like You- 
Know-Who) His colleagues m the 
Commiliee of .Secretaries are all men 
(and, one hopes, women) who, by a 
process of natural selection quite as 
demanding as anything dreamt up by 
Darwin, have climbed the final length 
of the greasy pole. The government 
that asked them to study the wool 
gathered by the Planning C'ommission 
has arrived where it has by a process 
of elei tion 

Where then have the members of 
the Planning Commission sprung 
from’’ Neither by selection noi by 
election, merely it would seem bv 
electing to eat lunch in the select 
seclusion of the India international 
Centre’s (IIC) Private Dining Room 

For we are faced with a strange 
phenomenon—which history will 
doubtless call the J D Sethi syn¬ 
drome—of our new government re¬ 
sorting to “outside talent” in a bid to 
abnegate its responsibility for govern¬ 
ance as well as its responsibility to 
Parliament Perhaps they have been 
left with no alternative since four- 
fifths of our electorate did not vote for 
the National Front and three-quarters 
ol the seats in the Lok Sabha are 
occupied by other parties With little 
to draw upon from within their ranks, 
they are now spreading the superficial¬ 
ly attractive doctrine that people who 
have neither been selected nor elected 
should—through appointment' to 
“autonomous” commissions and cor¬ 
porations—be given aOthority without 
accountability and inured from scru¬ 
tiny by Parliament 

In every democracy—America, En¬ 
gland, even India till the advent of this 
government—it has always been cons¬ 
idered government’s business to 
appoint and be accountable for the 
judges It sends to the law courts The 
NF government intends to duck this 
responsibility—and the accountability 
to Parliament which it entails—by 
shuffling off the job to the unselected 
and unelected “outside talent” with 
which It proposes to pack the Judicial 
Commission 

It IS government which should be 


responsible and accountable for the 
activities of organs owned by govern¬ 
ment and run by government servants, 
and yet Upendra—in a foretaste of 
what IS to come when AIR and DD 
become “autonomous”-- refuses to 
accept in Parliament any responsibility 
for either distorted presentations of 
Opposition-related news or tor the 
affliction on viewers of three clips 
every evening showing the PM mumb¬ 
ling on while that curious fui cap of his 
keeps bobbing up and down with 
metronomic regularity (Doesn’t he 
feel hot undei it’’ No, silly, for every¬ 
where our spartan PM goes, he takes 
his air-conditiomng with him!) 

Shortly (provided, of course, this lot 
do not tall apart before then, through 
their internecine bickering) the Plan- 
ningCommission IS to be given statu¬ 
tory autonomy 
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Which brings us back to J.D Sethi 
and his fellow-members of the Plan¬ 
ning C ommission Sethi reminds the 
PM through his letter that he (i e 
Sethi) IS (16 years old and doesn’t have 
to take any lip from some Johnny- 
come-lately Which only reminds us 
that J D Sethi picked up the basics of 
his economics about half a century 
ago As did most of his colleagues 
The world has changed since then. But 
they haven't And if their blindness 
were to become “autonomous”, the 
road to ruin would be open 

The trouble with this Planning 
('ommission is that it posits a wholly 
unfounded dichotomy between 
growth and employment Nor does it 
seem to understand that expansion m 
employment is not an end m itself foi 
employment geneiation to be remun¬ 
erative, self-sustaining and expanding. 
It must be productive, otherwise, we 
will soon go broke and the temporarily 
employed will be thrown out of work 
It K' equally essential to remember 
that the primaiy purpose of putting up 
factories is to produce goods Produc¬ 


tion cannot be made an incidental 
consequence, or a kind of by-product, 
of employment generation. 

That IS why the most productive 
economies m the world are also the 
ones in which the level of employment 
tends to be the highest—and the 
wages of labour also tend to be the 
highest Where larger employment is 
achieved by sacrificing tbe interests of 
prodiKturn, you either get sickness in 
industry (wfiah means strikes, lock¬ 
outs and the continuing immiserisa- 
tion of the working class -splendid 
Marxian phi.ise) or persistent shor¬ 
tages and low levels of living (which is 
causing much of the trouble which we 
now see in l ast Hurope and the Soviet 
Union) 

Of course, an efficient production 
piocess does not necessarily result in 
adequate employment generation 
Also, all production processes are 
subject to the buffeting and distortions 
of the marketplace so dips may - and 
do take place, which deprive work¬ 
ers of jobs for no fault of their own 
and economic growth alone is general¬ 


ly insufficient--especially in an over- 
populated, dcxelopirig country like 
India- to take up the lag in employ¬ 
ment (which runs to millions) or to ' 
adequ.itely absoib the massive annual 
additional inflow into the labour mar- I 
ket of young men .iiid women looking | 
for work 

Faced with this problem, the solu¬ 
tion offeicd b\ I I) Seihi and his \ 
cohorts is to Imn r.itiona' esoiiornics ' 
on Its head and sav ' Damn the 1 
giowth fsrocess We .no going to target ! 
on employment expansion -and let ‘ 
production go to lehannum ' 

T he Rajiv legime had .i dilleient ! 

answer, a two-tiei .itiswer I irst, it 1 
said, let’s take production seriously -- ] 
anti work towards <//«icnt [iioduction, ' 
both m the public and pric.ite sectois, ; 
evoking the thiee-in-oiie luantni 
“higher productivity, lowei costs, bet- ' 
tei quality” .Second, it s.ud, to direct¬ 
ly provide for those whom the poidiic- , 
tive piocess is unable to absoib, let’s , 
take up massive emplovmeni gu.ii.in- j 
tee programmes th,it will give useful 
employment to the millions who tectei 
on the brink ol the povci'v line 
The results are pl.iin to sec the 
Seventh Plan was .ibic toi ilic tiisi 
time ever, to .iim .it innc.ising cm- 
ploymeni oppoitiiniiies at a i.isici iiitc 
than the inflow of .iilditioiud l.iboui 
into the laboui m.okct Ihiis ,1 real 
beginning Wiis made in .n hu \ ing both , 
higher output .ind higiai liujiIon incut 
while sigmfis.iiitK dcninig the oceiall ! 
level of poverty 

In soiUi.ist III tins clearheaded i 
siraightlorwaid a|)pioacli, we aic now ^ 
being sub|eclcd to the miiddlc-headecl | 
seiitimcnlalily ol the scII-jimh laimcd ! 
Ciandhi.ins of the I’laiiiiing ( ommis- | 
Sion III then .‘Xiipio.ich Papei to the | 
Figlilh Plan lhc\ aie .isking us to | 
choose between pioductioii ind cm- | 
plovnient. as if the one were the | 
antithesis of the other ■ 

Thirtyfive ye.iis agti Aiii.iiiya .Sen ! 
(who IS all set to become the lust | 
Indian to win the Nobel Pii/e tor | 
Economics) solved this conundium in 1 
Ins lemaik.ible monogiajih, I he | 
CliOKC Of Teihuupies, which tlefiiii- j 
tively established that if a technology | 
IS adopted only foi its employment 
potential and without reg.iid to its 
productive efficiency, it will inevitably 
lead to low output and, therefore, to 
low savings and, therefore, to low 
surpluses tor the next round of invest¬ 
ment and, therefore, to lower employ- j 


A meeting of the Planning Commission: It is the tirsi in hniorv to i ompel the 
C( onorny to ffraw more slowly than it is ulieadv urowinf^ ti will also he the jirst to 
reduce employment instead of increasing it' 
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moni *;<.nu.iiK'ii ncM tinu' round 
Nov^ Mtu .iiid ! miglil think .I'i years 
is lone eiuniuii loi such iiretul.iMe 
tiiillis tu peuol.ite into the tonsi lous 
ness of loui oui pieseni J’larnimj! 
C oniinission memlvis Hul voii aiul I 
toieel tlial if w,.is 2t) \e.iis e.iiliei siiM 
lli.il this lot last le.ul llieii te\l hooks 
I In. result is that out (.(.oiioiiu is beuig 
huidened h\ then ideoloeual luiiihei 
at lust the tiinc. ii o .ill it.uK to tide 
tile eiesl oi the ka|i\ take-oil 


pel rent jiei annum We were leally J notwithstanding the kindnesses ot the 
lu'uinning to mattei in the woild gods who appeal meieilulh set to ram 

.1 good monsoon on oiii heads, we are 

S o with tigriculltire iJuring the going to see the kharil crop stagger as 
Sixth Plan, food giains output h.id the priee loi the non-liilfilment of the 
hit a plateau The last two years of the bogus election piomises made h\ the 
Sexenth Plan saw the Rapx gtivern- National I lont 
riieiit wreiKhmg the agiicultiiial eio 

nomv out of its giooxe Not onl\ tlid Notwithstanding its enoimous sue- 
eeie.ils (including j<n\'ui, ha/iii ,uhI i cess m getting the Indian growth rate 
coaise grains e.iten by the pooi) leach I going, the piecious goxeinment never 
unpiecedented levels of output, S.un ■ rested its oais on the pioduetion 


f oi, despite siilh’iuie dioiight in j Piioda's technology mission did won ' function .iloiK I he old emplovment 


two ve.iis out ol live oui .iiiiiimI 
.ivei.'igc iMowth late ih Ibe Seventh 
I’laii liil s V; pvr ^I'lit close iMi double 


ilers lot 'oilseeds and the N.ition.il | schemes weie funded ;it the highest 
Pulses pio|ect w;is on the verge ol [ level cvei then revamped recast <incl 
iloing the same lor dais luiiai j ie)uvcnated as Ihe law.ili.ii Kivgai 


miiaeles with coopeiative daiiving 
Now. thanks to the wend combuia- 


fiiMnciiig nevei befoic known 
The Rajiv raj showed that growth 


tiu cailici .ivci.igc ol the ptevious rrioori.g, unul, (hiinmi A whole new 't o|an;i and the Nehru Roitgai S o)an<i 

time ilcvadis, which Piolessoi Ka| w'oilci of hcnlieulluic iind food pioccs- Meanwhile the olhci schemes ol the 

Kiishii.i li.id dciisivelx clubbed .IS the sing was being opened Di Kuii.in w.is anti-povei tv progr.imme weie mi- 

■llindu i.itc of giowlli lo those being encouiagcci to continue Ins plemcnied with .1 vigour .iiul Ic.el ol 

nnimti.Oed in the gobblecivgook ol mii.ieles with coopeiative d.iiiving ini.inciiig nevei befoie known 
st.nislus [leiceril.ige figures mav not Now. thanks to the wend combuia- The Rajiv raj showed that growth 
me.Ill much So let me pul it this way tion of the National Front's kulak does not have to be sacrificed lor 
In I'Ji'l as the cciuntrv ' ■ ‘ '■ 

W.IS le.idvme iiself for the 
l.uinch ol the 'I bird F-ive- 
^ c.n Plan iaiul 1 was col¬ 
ics ting rnv econoiiiKs de- 
gice) liidi.i s pci capit.i 
income w.is maicinally 
highei ih.m South Koie.i's 1 
lod.iv sb VI .us l.iter—the i 
' lliiiclu rale I'f giowth" has j 
given us .1 pel capita in- ] 

(onic ol .iioiind S^IH) a 
year, wink the ‘liiuldhisl 
l.lle ol giowth' li.is taken 
South koiea to SkUUO a 

VC. o' .'Xiivonc who s.ivs ■ 01 iiicieasing n 

gmwth i.ites do not mallei J.D. Sethi: /Vow r/i«//ic rv V. Krishnamoorthy: /rivnW 

cleseives lo h.ive his head hm k. ihc onh ilunt; tluil iiin of iiKurnn^ lowes of Rs I crorv Ihe last time J D Sethi 


non of the National Front's kulak I does not have to be sacrificed lor 

enijilovinent to grow It 
also sfurwed Imw to give 
growth Its head .nid, separ- 1 
•itelv, take up the slack on 
emplovment without in- 
terlering with the pioduc 
(ive pioecss Oui new PI.in¬ 
ning C ommission has be¬ 
come the tirsi in histoiy lo 
compel the economy to 
grow more slowlv than it is 
alrc.idy giowing It is going 
toendby becoming the fust 
Planning ( ommission to re¬ 
duce emplovment instead 
^ of mcieasing it' 

/Von that he rv V. Krishnamoorthy: hiuead 

d\ ihnifi rlwt mil of inciirnnff looses of Rs I crare Ihe last time J D Sethi 
per d<n\ SAIl sinned eatnmi’ was a membei of the Plan- 




cv.immevl---Ol .it ,niv i.ite, sti\e 010 ei onoiin fiom fiei daw SAH sinned eairii, 

inclmlcil in the b.mk ol niiii is die/net tfninie iolinpse profits of Rs I i row pei das 


■'ontsiik i.iicni lioin which of die poi eriiiiieiii di.ii 
the N 1 govcinmcnl is nfipniiileil fiirii 
cli .iw ine Its mil llcc in.il 

SI length' ————— 

In the i.isi five VC. IIS. oni indusiii.il obsessions 
guwvth siecplv .iccclei.itecl to cK'se on sion's "rui 
b' pi 1 ccni .1 ve.ii We got theie bv out to wi 
in'diiu' ilu iwoiiomv ol unneecss.iiV dec.ides. r 
coeo.i.. sni ici lull'the old oligopolies khaiif crci 
to Ui pres,.lies ol Lompclitiori and And all 
cintiiI. !ln)i' Ihe public seclor lo st.iit Taup's ins 
piodiiviiii' iin'i.id of meielv cm- tanners' li 
plovirn IV.hub icsuited m chairin.tn find the fu 
\ ls.n hn I'lai alhv tinning the he- the larme 
heniviih h sit I'.ain.l nil msie.id of finned the 
incuiiingio -L'. I a i<s 1 I loie pci clay It the credit 
stalled e.nn ng ei .liis of Rs 1 croie banks and 
pei dav foi vvliun i.hu vcnient the have been 
NF govcinnu'ii h.o n.>w uncere- agricultur;: 
munioiislv s.Kkc 1 K iishn.imoorthv ' I country w 


iiiidei linn h'oi iliis 
luliieveiiierii. die \'h 
ifoeeiiirneiii sm ked him 


obsessions .ind the Planning Commis¬ 
sion's "rural orient.ition ". we are ab- 


>(7 due ning Commission (which 

was when the last Janata 
goveinment was in office) 
„„ his e.xeitioiis on behalf of 

—the poor succeeded only in 
inning out poverty ratio (1 c the 
peicentage of people below the povci- 


out to witness, for the fust time in ty line) tiom 45 oer cent to 51 pei 


dec.ides. a mn’i-iiinde rediaiioii in the 
khaiif crop 

And all because V P Singh, at the 
Taup's instigation, piomiscd lo waive 
tanners' loans; D.mdavate could not 
find the funds lo finance the waiveis, 
the farmers, confused, have not rc- 
tuinecl their previous loans, and, so. 
the credit system has dried up The 
banks and cooperative credit societies 
have been left without funds to recycle 
agricultural credit Come June, the 
country will wake up to the startling 


Thai we weie been.mug 10 sueceeil lealisation that as Ihe kiscm'i cannot 
was evidenced bv smcessiw ve.iis ot borrow any money, they won't be able 
export giowth .It a i.itc ot viosc to ,J(i to buy the inputs they require and. 


cent In the years that we have kept 
Sethi out of the Planning Commission, 
the poverty ratio has tumbled from 51 
pel cent to about .55 per cent Had he 
been kept out lor another five veais. 
the Congress intended lo bring the 
ratio down to 25 per cent or less by the 
end of the Eighth Plan Now that he is 
back the only thing that can save our 
economy from rum is Ihe precipitate 
collapse of the government that 
appointed him To that noble task, let 
all good men be summoned. • 

The v/ews expressed tn (his coiumn are those of its 
author arid do not purport to constitute an offtemi 
statement ot the Congress party s poaitiori 
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Chinese pleasures 

The Jilin Beijing Opera Troupe captivates Indian audiences 


A s cultural expositions go, it 
numbers among the best and 
the brightest. And when the 
Jilin Beijing (Peking) Opera Troupe 
from the province of Jilin in Manchur¬ 
ia, China, passed through four cities 
on its recent Indian tour (sponsored 
by the Indian Council for Cultural Re¬ 
lations) it put up a show to remember. 
Kicking off the tour in Delhi, it had 
shows in Bombay and Bangalore be¬ 
fore concluding it’s counter¬ 
clockwise circle in Calcutta. 

Offenng a welcome exposure to one 
of China’s leading art forms, the 
'troupe presented a typical—if conde¬ 
nsed—evening of Beijing Opera. As is 
the common practice, they performed 
! extracts from familiar Chinese stories. 

I In Calcutta they did the 
episode Stealing the 
I Magic Herb from The 
\ White Snake, a short 
i love story titled The 
Jade Bracelet, and en¬ 
ded traditionally with 
the grand finale— Havoc 
in the Dragon's Palace 
from the novel Journey 
To The West (also called 
Monkey). 

In the last-named 
work, one of China’s 
best-known and most 
popular classics, a 
Buddhist monk and his 
three bestial disciples— 
a monkey, a pig and a 
fish—undertake an 
arduous trip to the 
Western Paradise in 
order to locate and bring 
back the authentic 
Buddhist scriptures. Many adventures 
i befall them on the way before they 
successfully negotiate all hurdles and 
I return to a royal welcome in China, 
i their mission accomplished. This re- 
1 pository of ancient tales has continual- 
i ly fed Chinese culture to date and, 
I what’s of interest to us, bears a direct 
hnk with Indian history. 

The monk in question was none 
I other than the real-life Hsuan-tsang, 
i who travelled to India in the 7th cen- 
* tury to consult the Buddha’s teachings 
j in fte original because he was dissatis- 

auNDAVts-KMtyiaao 


fied with the contradictions present in 
the Chinese versions he had read at 
home. Like his literary counterpart, 
Hsuan-tsang experienced many an 
adventure on his travels before return¬ 
ing to China with 657 manuscripts, of 
which he ultimately translated 73, en¬ 
riching the knowledge of Chinese 
Buddhism and propagating it widely. 

History gradually became fiction as 
Hsuan-tsang’s pil^mage got mixed 
with colourful Chmese folk stories and 
mythological traditions. A novelette 
in verse and a play by Yang Ne, a 
Mongol dramatist in the Ming court, 
dealt with these stories before Wu 
Ch’eng-en, a 16th-century author, 
consolidated them in the Hsi-yu Chi 
(Journey To The West), China’s 


A •ctMM from Monfray: a show to 
rvmviiHMr 

greatest comic novel Its 100 chapters 
narrate 81 separate incidents of the 
fictionalised foursome’s foreign foray, 
the diversity of which has made the 
work immortal in Chinese minds. 

In fact, the focus of Hsi-yu Chi falls 
not so much on the monk as on the 
monkey, which is why its most familiar 
English translation is very simply ti¬ 
tled Monkey. This monkey, who 
swore to obey his master and guard 
him from danger, stands by his word 


through all the perils they face and 
quite a few temptations placed before 
him. His often humorous exploits 
form the centre of attraction in many 
plays of the Beijing Opera. 

B eijing Opera, the dominant theat¬ 
rical form in China, became an 
institution only in the mid-l'lth cen¬ 
tury, when many regional performers 
with different stylistic backgrounds 
congregated in the imperial capital 
and influenced the development of 
this new genre. It uses well-known 
stories as a basis on which to impro¬ 
vise; since spectators know the plot 
already, they judge a performance on 
the interpretation or production 
values, as is the case with Indian clas¬ 
sical dance dramas. 

Similarly, Beijing 
Opera has a rigid system 
of conventions involving 
character, expression, 
movement, speech, 
singing, costumes, 
make-up and prop¬ 
erties—every little 
variation has a distinct 
shade of meaning As in 
Indian tradition, for in¬ 
stance, circling the stage 
indicates a lengthy jour¬ 
ney, the colour and style 
of dress and face- 
painting suggests the 
personality being de¬ 
picted, and hand ges¬ 
tures carry specific de¬ 
notations. Above all, 
the most attractive parts 
to the foreigner are the 
astonishing acrobatic displays, which 
suggest one reason for China's cus¬ 
tomary strength in such sports as gym¬ 
nastics and diving. 

During the Cultural Revolution 
under Chairman Mao, Beijii^ Opera 
received short shrift along with other 
traditional arts. Troupes were either 
neglected or asked to modify their 
plays to fit communist doctrine. It was 
good to see that their typical beauty 
has been revived without reference to 
political matters. • 
AnmutaLaVCMeutta 
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On the 
Swami’s 
trail 

The mysterious godman proves elusive^ and 
reveals little when finally cornered 


I n late October last year, roughly 
SIX weeks before Rajiv Gandhi 
lost the election, I went to have 
a drink with a lawyer in New 
Delhi. He was a young bearded 
fellow who produced a bottle of Chi- 
vas Regal and a packet of State 
Express cigarettes. My request was 
simple, how soon could he get me an 
interview with his famous client Chan¬ 
dra Swami? After checking out my 
brief, the lawyer made my idea seem 
like no trouble at all. “We'll do a 
preliminary meeting first. So that the 
two of you can get to know each 
other." 

So began a two-month-long effort to 
tackle the subcontinent’s biggest con- 
man. bagman and godman. all rolled 
into one 

As wheeler-dealers from the twi¬ 
light zone go, this spiritual shyster 
means business He is the man who 
claims to advise the Sultan of Brunei. 
He IS the conman who introduced 
call-girl Pamella Hordes to fellow con- 
man Adnan Khashoggi. He is the 
charlatan who led two 
famous pre.ss barons, 

Tiny Rowland of The 
Observer and 

Ramnath Goenka of the 
Indian hxpiess, on the 
biggest wild goose chase 
of their caieers He is 
the spiritual healer who 
is said to have cured 
Elizabeth Taylor's bad 
back and the jaded libi¬ 
dos of countless wealthy 
Arab potentates And 
he IS the political guru 
who nearly succeeded m 
breaking two successive 


Indian governments. 

For three years he threatened to 
unseat Rajiv Gandhi by producing 
conclusive evidence of who had pock¬ 
eted payoffs worth US $ 50 million in a 
US $ 1.3 billion gun deal with Bofors, 
the Swedish arms manufacturer, in 
what IS India’s longest-running and 
still incomplete defence scandal. 
When Gandhi finally lost the election 
chiefly due to his government’s failure 
to account for the Bofors’ bribes, the 
Swami was back in action—this time 
on the other side of the fence. He was 
now the bagman attempting to buy 
MPs to prevent the new minonty 
government being formed. 

Reason: Dunng the period he was 
busy blackmailing Gandhi’s govern- 
menf, that government in return was 
hounding him by conducting tax raids 
on his homes, slapping cases of 
forgery and fraud against him and 
impounding his passport So while the 
Swami skilfully led Gandhi’s political 
opponents, which included ttieExpress 
group, to believe that 
the promised evidence 
to bnng down Gandhi in 
the Bofors scandal was 
at hand, he was, in fact, 
secretly conducting a 
deal with Gandhi to en¬ 
sure that India’s longest- 
serving political dynasty 
remained in the saddle. 
Overnight, the tax cases 
against the Swami were 
dropped and his pass¬ 
port handed back as his 
only purpose became to 
ensure that Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi stayed in power. 



India's 498 million voters scotched 
the Swami’s scheme. But it was 
against the swiftly-changing scenario 
ot the world’s most populous demo¬ 
cracy banishing a corrupt government, 
that 1 came to understand how this 
world-class double-dealer operates. 

F ollowing my drink with the Swa¬ 
mi’s lawyer I took to telephoning 
him regularly for the promised inter¬ 
view. “Tomorrow," he would say, or 
“The Swami’s really busy Try j 
tonight." This was curious, consider- } 
ing that a year earlier the Swami and 


AswiHM^r- 
deiriers 
from the 
twiNght zone 
gO,tM8t|liritll8i 
shyster tnemis 
business. 

He is the political 
guru who nearly 
succeeded in 
bre^diqitwo 
successive Indian 
governments 
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his chief henchman, an oddie called 
Mamaji, had virtually been plucking 
lournalists off New Delhi’s pavements 
tor interviews. 

A few days later the election was 
announced and the lawyer stopped 
answering my calls. In the ensuing 
days the war of attrition between us 
escalated. I began calling him at unex¬ 
pected hours One day, the lawyer 
threw up his hands and said. "You 
don’t believe me that the Swami’s tied 
yup? I’ll put him on the line for you. 
Call him at home tonight, here’s his 
number,” 


Oiandni Swami: the •libcontfctMrt’B 
bfancast eonman, bagman and godman, 
alralad into MM 


I did, and the .Swami came on the 
line. He apologised foi the unforseen 
delay. He spoke in chaste Hindi "But 
what can I do,” he groaned. “Come 
and see the scene here There are 
hundreds of people at the door.” He 
had a funny way of ending each 
sentence in a high-pitched giggle, like 
a squeaky rubber toy 


"What are the hundreds doing out¬ 
side your door, anyway'^” I asked. 

"Oh," said the Swami giggling. 
"What else'^ Hoping I’ll get them a 
seat in the election " The Swami 
swore that we would meet soon. 
“We’ll do the interview in Hindi as 
my English is not so good.” He 
wanted to show me his special album 
of photographs with the rich and 
famous. He was keen on speculating 
what the election result might be. And 
he was delighted to go into details of 
how and where his photograph for the 
story would be shot. 
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As I only half believed his status as 
a key powerbroker in the coming 
election,! drove out late that night to 
his home to sec if his clout was. 
indeed, exceptional. The house be¬ 
longs to a former wrestler-turncd-B- 
gradc movie actor. It is a hideous 
suburban building with an empty 
swimming pool in the front garden, a 
Mercedes in the porch and guards at 
the gate But there were no crowds, 
certainly not the cast of hundreds and 
thousands that throng politicians’ resi¬ 
dences on the eve of Indian elections. 

Our cat-and-mouse game con¬ 
tinued. I went on the road to cover the 
election campaign but kept up my calls 
to the Swami and my ear to the 
ground. The most unexpected people 
knew the man—in the most unex¬ 
pected places. At a large 
New Delhi dinner party, 
a London-ba.sed Sindhi 
businessman 
rock with uncontrollable; 
laughter at the mention 
of his name. “Kay,” he 
shouted across the bar. 

“Kay, come over here. 

Tell him what the Swami 
did for your cousin.” 

Kay, who had more 
gold Krugerands than 
hair on his chest, wad¬ 
dled over. He told me 
how he and his playboy 
cousin—the heir to a 
huge fortune in America 
who was terrified of los¬ 
ing his sexual urge—met 
the Swami often in Lon¬ 
don of the early 1980s. 

For some reason, said 
Kay, word had got 
around London’s expat 
Sindhi community that the Swami was 
a purveyor of powerful aphrodisiacs 
“Ya know what he told my cousin,” 
said Kay “He said he could make his 
penis move the biggest rock m the 
world He gave him dark little pills. 
Ripped him off biggest too ” 

“Hut tell him. tell him about those 
pills." inteirupted the first Smdhi ex¬ 
citedly Kay’s Krugerands jingled. 
“Weil, It was like this My cousin’s old 
aunt found out She asked my cousin 
one day it he suffered from acidity. 
When he said no, she said, ‘Then why 
are you eating Hajmola pills six times 
a day'?” 

At this all three ul us burst out 
laughing. Hajmola is the commonest 
traditional herbal digestive, the Indian 
equivalent of Alka-.Seltzer It costs $2 
for a bottle of fifty. 


“An ya know what he was selling 
them for to those shetkhs in the Gulf," 
Kay was saying as I left the bar. “One 
thousand dollars a shot One thousand 
dollars ..’’ 

N ext evening I dropped in to see 
the fashion designer Bina Rama- 
ni, the queen of the transcontinental 
Sindhi set. Of the dozen Indians of the 
Swami’s acquaintance I met, including 
well-known politicians and civil ser¬ 
vants, she was not afraid to be named 
She IS a cool, striking-looking woman, 
a pillar of the social establishment who 
divides her time between running 
boutiques in India and New York. I 
asked her if the story of the Swami and 
the Hajmola pills was true. “I 
wouldn’t put anything past him,” she 


said laughing. “He may be a danger¬ 
ous man but he is also one of the 
funniest. He has the fatal charm and 
mental energy of a wicked child. He is 
like a tireless spider spinning his web 
to ensnare us all.” 

In the late 1970s when she was 
married to an Air India executive 
living in New York, her husband came 
home one evening and announced that 
he had instructions to look after a 
visiting VIP from India called Chan¬ 
dra Swami “My husband brought him 
over for dinner. He was irresistible,” 
recalls Ramani. “Within minutes my 
children were climbing all over him.” 

The Swami’s special line those days 
was that he had been sent to the 
United States as “Mrs Gandhi's spir¬ 
itual ambassador” (This sounded 
vaguely plausible: Mrs Gandhi's in¬ 


famous Emergency rule was coming to * 
a close and she was desperately in 
need of friends overseas.) He called 
India’s Prime Minister “my spiritual 
sister" and preferred to be addressed 
as His Holiness “I am like India’s 
Dalai Lama,” he used to say 
Ramani introduced him to a few 
well-known people including the con¬ 
ductor of the New York Philharmonic 
Zubin Mehta, the Maharaja of Jaipur, 
and Asha Puthli. the pop singer. In 
return, the Swami introduced her to 
Julian Carroll, the Governor of Ken¬ 
tucky He seemed, she said, to have a 
whole directory of introductions to 
members of the Carter administration 
Within weeks she was astonished to 
find the Swami referring to Carroll as 
his “spiritual brother” 

A gallimaufry of Swa- 
mi’s friends soon 
evolved—among them 
Senators, UN delegates, ^ 
socialities and would-be 
rock stars—pressing for 
audiences with the sen¬ 
sational new Indian 
guru His formula was 
simple, the more impor¬ 
tant the people intro¬ 
duced to him, the more 
powerful the new intro¬ 
ductions he could 
obtain Soon he was 
hobnobbing with the 
now dethroned US 
House of Congress 
Speaker Jim Wright and 
the Gulf’s Galadhari 
family. Most important, 
he managed to forge a 
close association with in- 
ternational crook 
Adnan Khashoggi. 

And through Khashoggi he met,and 
succeeded in temporarily casting his 
spell on, the tichest man in the world, 
the Sultan of Brunei. 

An Indian diplomat, stationed in 
New York when the Swami first hit 
the city, remembers that the Swami’s 
earlier business deals were on behalf 
of modestly wealthy Indian immig¬ 
rants settled in Surinam, South Amer¬ 
ica, and the commodity being sold was 
mundane; soyabean. “Severed from 
India for generations, these people, 
even more than New Yorkers, were 
susceptible to the Swami’s call of 
Hinduism and the Homeland. His 
method of winning friends and in¬ 
fluencing people IS always the same: a 
shrewd mixture of name-dropping, 
mind-reading and religious mumbo t 
jumbo. For instance, his fortune- 



RajlvGandM Gtani ZaH Skigh 


Chwidni Swami succeedMl In forthering « 
constitutional crisis whon an epistolary battle broke 
out between RaHv Gamtfii and the then President^ 
GianiZaHSingh 
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telling through astrological charts con¬ 
sists of standard sieight-of-hand tricks. 
He combines these with an uncanny 
ability to zero in on people’s needs, 
their ambitions and their miseries ” 

T he Swami’s money deals rapidly 
burgeoned as his Fil-o-fax fat¬ 
tened: through the Kentucky governor 
he tried to sell some of the state’s 
famous coal deposits abroad. Through 
his friendship with Afncan leaders, 
like President Mobutu of Zaire, a 
country rich in copper, he attempted 
brokering in other commodities. By in¬ 
troducing one potential dealer to 
another the peripatetic Swami cast his 
net wide. Starting as a mystic masseur 
he became a rich and famous middle¬ 
man himself. 

In 1982 he ran into the 
young Pamella Bordes 
> at a Nepalese diplomat’s 
reception in New York. 

She was then a small¬ 
time huntress coasting 
along the Whiter Shores 
of Lust Immediately 
impressed by her good 
looks he promised to 
speak to his friend Jim 
Wnght about her green 
card But by introduc¬ 
ing her to Adnan 
Khashoggi he turned the 
art of hooking mil¬ 
lionaires into a hooker’s 
Raj Bordes later told Chw 

Lynda Lee-Potter of - 

The Daily Afai/ that Chandl 

while she was physically bUCOml 

afraid of Khashoggi she ||--a ^ 
remained mentally 
afraid of the Swami. 

“He had astrange, 
powerful effect on people... He wan¬ 
ted to dominate my mind.” 

Meanwhile, the Indian press faith¬ 
fully added local colour to the Swami’s 
splashy international spread. It repro¬ 
duced photographs of former foreign 
secretary Romesh Bhandan’s hon¬ 
eymooning on Khashoggi’s yacht 
Nabila (now Donald Trump’s Prin¬ 
cess). The Swami himself, more often 
than not, was to be found ensconced 
in Khashoggi’s guest apartment in 
Onassis’s Olympic Tower on Fifth 
Avenue. Stories of how he exercised 
spiritual control over P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, the most senior minister in Mrs 
Gandhi’s, and later Rajiv’s, Cabinet 
I were commonplace. One visitor enter¬ 
ing his New York apartment in the fall 
of 1985 was startled to see hotel ty¬ 
coon Lord Forte bowing low as he left 


the Swami’s presence. 

To this potent combination of busi¬ 
ness dealing and spiritual healing, the 
Swami brought the use of some very 
modem paraphernalia—for proof and 
possible blackmail. 

No scandal concerning him is com¬ 
plete without the use of photographs 
with celebrities, forged letters from 
the possibly powerful, or tape- 
recordings of dubious provenance. 

In 198.1, Bina Ramani recorded an 
interview with Mrs Gandhi, later pub¬ 
lished, in which she asked if the Prime 
Minister knew the godman. Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi recoiled in horror and called the 
Swami “that scoundrel”. She said that 
the Swami had managed to have him¬ 
self photographed with her at some 
official reception and later used that 



Chamini ShaMiar 


V.P. Singh 


the job 

picture in a brochure advertising him¬ 
self. Turning to an aide present during 
the interview, she said: “Tell Miss 
Ramani about that fraud ” 

His record of apparent forgeries is 
fascinating. The most famous is the 
case of how on 6 and 7 June, 1985, in a 
Carlos Place flat in London, he secret¬ 
ly taped conversations with Mohamed 
Al-Fayed confirming that the Egyp¬ 
tian might have used the Sultan of 
Bmnei’s cash for his £ 615 million 
purchase of Harrods While Al-Fayed 
later claimed that the tapes were 
forged, the Swami sold them to Tiny 
Rowland for $2 million. 

What makes the evidence in the Al- 
Fayed tapes inconclusive is not only 
that they are lousy recordings But as 
American author Steven Martindale 
suggests in published extracts of his 


book By Hook Or By Crook, the 
tapes are further obscured by the fact 
that the Swami, claiming he has no 
English, uses his famous flunkey 
Mamaji as translator—the three-way 
conversation contains more nonsense 
than sense. In actual fact, the Swami 
speaks perfectly passable English; but 
only when it suits him. 

Two years after the Al-Fayed-Tiny 
Rowland battle erupted, the Swami 
took Indian press baron Ramnath 
Goenka and his editors for a similar 
nde. He produced a photograph of 
himself together with Martin Ardbo, a 
former chief of Bofors, and thereby 
convinced Goenka that he could pro- | 
duce incontrovertible evidence about 
the pay-offs in the scandal, that would 
nail Rajiv Gandhi’s government. 

-More damagingly, he 

I succeeded in furthenng 
|a constitutional crisis 
|when an epistolary bat¬ 
tle broke out between 
Gandhi and the then 
President, Giani Zail 
Singh. 

Wien the government 
got wind of the schemes 
it raided press baron 
Goenka’s properties on 
13 March, 1987, on the 
grounds of tax fraud 
' Entering Goenka’s com¬ 
pany flat in New Delhi, 

—^-1 the taxmen found the 

jh Swami sitting amid piles 

- of papers, including a 

I S|m|i draft of the President’s 

flfigry letter to the Prime 
Minister. Within days of 
w®* the incident the Swami 

disappeared from the 
-country. When he re¬ 
turned he found the heavy hand 
of Gandhi’s government come 
crashing down on him. But that was 
only till he had made his personal 
peace with the Prime Ministei 

On 21 October, 1987, he penned a 
long, grovelling letter to Gandhi 
which IS a model of unctuous Indian- 
English, among other things It offers 
his services a* an agent of Gandhi’s 
government: “I would like to streng¬ 
then your hands and extend my 
cooperation...by divulging to you 
whatever information 1 have.” At the 
same time it leaves the Pnme Minister 
in no doubt of the Swami’s worldly 
prowess: “On my part I have good, 
intimate, cordial relations with at least 
6,070 heads of states and important 
personalities, developed during my 
travels to 177 countries.” 
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B ut the ubiquitous Swami con¬ 
tinued to elude me still. In the 
second week of November as the elec¬ 
tion campaign hit its final feverish 
pitch, my calls to the lawyer at last 
paid off. “Now,” ordered the lawyer 
one evening. “Come over nowf" 

I was over in a flash. In a bedroom 
adjacent to the lawyer’s marbled 
drawing room sat the Swami. He 
looked a very jolly sight. From neck to 
ankle he was swaddled in rich white 
silk bordered in green and gold. 

This greatly exaggerated his dark¬ 
ness, his tubbiness and his stragg¬ 
ly beard. On his fore- -- 

head he wore the red 
ukka of devout Hindus. 

At his chest dangled a 
necklace of big gold 
beads ending in a mas¬ 
sive gold pendant. On 
his plump wrist twinkled 
a diamond-studded 
watch. His feet were in¬ 
congruously encased in 
white tennis socks that 
peeped from under his 
dhoti. 


He was apologetic 
and charming and 
quoted, quite accurate¬ 
ly, from my election re- _ 

porting in the morning’s 
Hindi paper. All he 
wanted to discuss was 
the poll’s outcome. “So ROWU 

how is it going —- 

for Rajiv’s party?” he asked. 

Badly, I was forced to admit. Like 
every politically aware Indian he was 
adept at election arithmetic, and be¬ 
gan counting on his pudgy fingers the 
number of seats each party might win 
in each state. 

I disagreed with his calculations: 
There was little hope, I said, of Rajiv 
Gandhi returning to power in the face 
of the vigorous campaign being con¬ 
ducted by his opponent V.P. Singh. 
The Swami did not like this; he was by 
now banking on Rajiv’s return to the 
extent that he had lately been in¬ 
strumental in fabricating a case on an 
illegal $21 million account held in the 
Caribbean island of St. Kitts by V.P. 
Singh’s son Ajeya The papers had 
been carrying details of the unsub¬ 
stantiated case. All manner of forged 
bank documents were again afloat in 
town. There could be little doubt 
where they were emanating from. 

“Never mind,” giggled the Swami. 
“What about our interview?” He pur¬ 


red with pleasure over the prospective 
photo-session. We fixed a time two 
days later for the photographer and 
myself to visit him. Within seconds, 
the lawyer whisked me upstairs for 
more Chivas Regal. 

Later that night I ran into Mohan 
Guniswamy, who is neither a guru nor 
a swami as his name suggests, but just 
another respectable executive with 
political affiliations. I had hardly men¬ 
tioned the saga of my interview with 
the Swami, when he smiled, tapped 
my knee, and said; “Now, now, you’re 
asking for a story.” 



Adnmn Khaahoggl (right) and Tiny Ho w la n d 
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It was the old song, but the sting 
was new. He assured me that he bad 
been at college with the Swami. 

“When I was at university in Hyder¬ 
abad,” said the executive, “there was 
a funny little fellow called Nemi Chan¬ 
dra Gandhi who hailed from Rajas¬ 
than. No one quite knew what to 
make of him and no one really took 
much notice. He was an unsuccessful 
student and equally poor in his role as 
a student leader. He tried badly to 
become a leader of the youth wing of 
Mrs Gandhi’s Congress party. 

“A couple of years after graduating 
I was invited to the home of a famous 
minister for a religious ceremony. Im¬ 
agine my shock on arriving there and 
finding this inconspicuous fellow, 
dressed in the saffron robes of a 
monk, leading the ritual around a 
sacred fire.” V^en that minister was 
inducted into Mrs Gandhi’s Cabinet, 
the Swami gravitated to Eielhi as one 
of his informal advisers and began to 
develop his own version of realpolitik. 


T wo days later I arrived, photo¬ 
grapher in tow, at the wrestler’s 
mansion which the Swami called 
home. A young man, his secretary, 
rushed out to greet us. The Swami, he 
said, was very sick. He could not be 
disturbed. He would call me later 
tonight. 

The Swami did. “It’s terrible," he 
moaned, “'This fever and cold I have. 
How about doing our interview next 
week.” And be ^ed another time. 

But before the week was out Rajiv 
Gandhi had lost the election. 

The key political ques¬ 
tion now was whether 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Partv tBJPl and the 
left, which had sup¬ 
ported V.P. Singh, 
would sink their ideolo¬ 
gical differences to back 
Singh’s minority govern¬ 
ment They did. 

And there was one 
more hitch: Would 
Singh’s candidature for 
the job of Prime Minis¬ 
ter be contested? 

It was. The papers 
were full of how the 
Swami, operating out of 
I suites in a plush hotel 

- and rushing around in 

rnninHn tlnutni Mercedes, 

was trying to prevent 
giWKi led Tiny Singh becoming PM by 
o gOOM CnaM backing his rival within 

- the party. There was 

talk of possible defections 
by some newly-elected MPs. And of 
fantastic sums of money changing 
bands. But in the end it turned out 
that Singh outmanoeuvred his challen¬ 
ger and got the PM’s job. The Swami 
was lost. 

Twelve hours before my date with 
the Swami his secretary rang. 'The 
Swami was too unwell to see anybody. 
He had taken ill and our appointment 
stood cancelled. 

It was the last I ever heard of him. 
No, not quite. A week before the New 
Year, his lawyer rang me. “Will you 
come to my New Year’s Eve party?” 
he wanted to know. “I’ll send you a 
card.” 

“But how’s the Swami feeling?” I 
ftsiced 

“Fine,” laughed the lawyer. “He’s 
sitting with his pal Khasboggi in New 
York.” 
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Mtadhiiri Dfadt Sabla isbaftter 

^^udden success is always 
a little difficult to handle, 
especially if it is totally un¬ 
expected. Or else why 
would the new heart-throb 
of filmland, Salman Khan, 
behave in so execrable a 
manner? 

At the mahuratot Sawan 
Kumar Tak’s latest film 
Sanam Bewafaa (starnng 
Khan and new find Rukh- 
sar), photographers re¬ 
quested Salman to pose for 
some cosy pictures with his 
lady-love Sangita Bijlani. 

The sexy Khan demurred. 

The photographers per¬ 


sisted. And the next thing 
they knew was that Khan 
had stomped off, 
mouthing the choicest of 
abuses at the lensmen 

“I don’t need any photo¬ 
graphers to make me a 
star,” were Salman’s part¬ 
ing words. 

Perhaps But surely he 
doesn’t need bad press to 
'jnmake him, either. 

Jayaprada seems to be 
overdoing her adventurism 
of late. Her insistence on 
doing her own stunts, for 
instance. 


Her performance on the 
sets of producer-director 
Mahendra Shah’s Zakhmee 
Zameen had the onlookers 
utterly shell-shocked. Re¬ 
fusing the services of a 
duplicate, Jayaprada in¬ 
sisted on running through a 
stretch of land, which had 
been mined. Twenty bomb 
blasts were scheduled to go 
off shortly after the actress 
had reached safety. 

As It turned out, Jaya 
had a narrow escape, the 
explosions occurring a 
mere thirty seconds after 
she had crossed the field. « 


t'fle’s a star employee in 
more ways than one. Anjan 
{Wagle) Srivastava con¬ 
tinues to work at his Juhu 
bank, quite the cynosure of 
all eyes as he goes through 
his daily routine. 

And much to the delight 
of the bank authorities, Sn- 
vastava has managed to in¬ 
veigle his fellow-stars (such 
stalwarts as Amitabh Bach- 
' chan. Anil Kapoor, Salma 
Agha and Farha among 
them) into opening 
accounts in his branch, in¬ 
creasing its deposits by a 
mind-boggling sum. 


Anln SrivMtova: Bter 
unipioyutt 


^^emember Sabia, of the 
Rajesh Khanna attempted- 
rape fame? 

No, nor did we, until she 
resurfaced on the sets of 
Pranlal Mehta’s 100 Days 
to play a tennis match with 
Madhuri Dudt on camera. 
Obviously, neither Sabia 
nor her pushy mother, yes¬ 
teryear’s bit actress 
Ameeta, had given up on 
their starry ambitions. And 
yes, their desperation was 
intact as well. For, what did 
Ameeta do but insist on 
taking up the hem of dear 
daughter’s mini-skirt to en¬ 
sure that she stole the show 
from the sexy Dixit. 

Unfortunately for the 
^mother-daughter duo, this 
is one instance where quali¬ 
ty (of exposed limb) mat¬ 
ters far more than quantity 
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Rajesh Kadian analyses 
where the IPKF went 
wrong in Sri Lanka 

B y October 1987, India, having 
sought peiice through appease¬ 
ment of both the Tamils and the 
Sinhalas, faced war On 8 Octo¬ 
ber the LTTE seized the initia¬ 
tive; a Jonga carrying five unsuspecting para- 
commandos on their way to collect supplies 
was ambushed. The men were hacked to 
death, then tyres were put around their necks 
and Ignited, On the same day the Chief of 
Army Staff, General Sundarji, flew to Jaffna, 
he was received by a grim Lieutenant General 
Depinder Singh. The ostensible purpose of 
the trip was to save the peace; the real reason 
was to prepare for battle—and the army chief 
wanted to personally satisfy himself about the 
situation on the ground before giving the go 
ahead The next day the LTTE fired on a 
CRPF patrol; three were killed. In the mean¬ 
time the Indian defence minister, K.C Pant, 
reached Colombo—he was there to make sure 
of political support for IPKF’s crack-down on 
the LTTE The Sn Lankan Government was 
happy to oblige. On 10 October Jayewardene 
revoked the amnesty, declared the LTTE 
illegal and placed a bounty of one million 
rupees on Prabhakaran’s head. The IPKF also 
flexed its muscles; the 1st Battalion of the 
Mahratta Light Infantry ventured out of 
Jaffna Fort and blew up the printing press of 
two LTTE newspapers—and the Eelamurasu 
and Murasoli —the TV centre, Nidhar- 
sanam at Kokuvil was occupied. The telecast¬ 
ing and transmitting equipment was seized 
and close to a hundred persons arrested. 
Another five hundred suspected LTTE mili¬ 
tants and sympathisers were also rounded up 
The action was not limited to Sri Lanka; six 
powerful radio transmitters in Madras were 
also seized 

The purpose was not only to tell the Tigers 
that the IPKF meant business but also to 
reduce their ability to communicate with each 
other. 

The action had another effect, it warned the 
LTTE that full-scale war was imminent. 
Accordingly, LTTE positioned their defences, 
booby traps, men, and matenal to fight the 
Indians. Their defensive line was m two tiers 
with strong fortifications at strategic cross¬ 
roads to deny IPKF a major axis of advance. 

78 


The IPKF 
commandM: a 
thanklaaa Job 


They did not have to wait long and the most 
significant fighting took place in the Jaffna 
peninsula; 50 per cent of the Sri Lankan 
Tamils lived in these 1300 square kilometres 
and the area was an LTTE stronghold 
On Its part, the IPKF was overconfident 
and understrength in the peninsula. Senior 
military officers publicly declared that the 
LTTE would be routed within three days. 
Their confidence was based on intelligence 
assessments that the LTTE had neither the 
resources nor the resolution to put up a light. 
The .strength of the Tigers was estimated at 
about 3,000. Conventional military teaching 
calls for an attacking force to be around three 
times stronger than the defenders Under. 
adverse circumstances like lack of knowledge 
of terrain, fighting in built-up areas (towns), 
hostile local population, well-motivated and 
well-trained defenders, etc even larger forces 
may be required All these adverse circumst¬ 
ances were present in Jaffna Instead of a 
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requirement of about 15,000 combat troops, 
the IPKF had only about 6,000 men. Two 
battalions, 5 Madras and 8 Mahar of 91 
Infantry Brigade, were at Kankesanthurai; 
two battalions of 72 Infantry Brigade, i.e. 4/5 
Gorkhas and 13 Sikh Light Infantry were at 
Paialy. An additional battalion, 5 Para, was 
still moving in A solitary battalion of the 
division, the 1st Mahratta Light Infantry 
belonging to 91 Infantry Brigade was sharing 
the Jaffna Fort with a battalion of the Sri 
Lankan Army. A battalion of para- 
commandos (10 Para-comando) and a regim¬ 
ent of light artillery completed the forces at 
the division’s disposal. Not only was the 
number of battalions too small, even their 
effective strength was below par—about 30 
>per cent of the troops were away on leave, 
training courses or had been left behind in 
India. A brigade, 18 Infantry Brigade, belong¬ 
ing to 36 Infantry Division was assembling at 
Chavakachcheri and was placed under 54 



Infantry Division for mili¬ 
tary operations. 

The Indian plan, code- 
named Operation Pawan 
(wind) was envisaged as a 
whirlwind campaign aimed 
at nothing short of the out¬ 
right occupation of Jaffna 
with limited resources. The 
fort with its helipad, its 
commanding position by 
sea and being the adminis¬ 
trative heart of the city was 
designated as the pivot 
around which the battle 
would evolve. All three bri¬ 
gades were positioned at a 
a distance of about twenty kilometres from 
the fort in three different directions. The 
advance would be along a number of axes 
which would therefore divide the attention of 
the LTTE command and also reduce the 
number of militants available to fight the 
Indians along any particular axis of advance. 
The opposition, therefore, was expected to be 
light and disorganised along each of the 
Indians' line of attack. 

T his plan, neat on paper, was flawed. First, 
as mentioned above, it were the attacking 
Indians who were understrength compared to 
the Tigers. Secondly, the area was heavily 
built up with solid houses and walled com¬ 
pounds which reduced the IPKF’s capacity to 
spread out or manoeuvre. It also herded the 
Indians into narrow, confined areas where 
they would be more exposed to fire and find it 
difficult to escape from. Thirdly, given the 
failure of intelligence on numerous occasions 
in the past, the Indian Army should not have 
taken the intelligence estimates on their face 
value. 

Radio interception had already confirmed 
the location of the Tactical Headquarters of 
the LTTE in a house across the road from 
Jaffna University. The capture of this admi¬ 
nistrative brain of the enemy was made an 
important objective. 

These plans were transmitted on AN PRC- 
25 VHF sets which can be locked into, i.e. the 
transmissions can be intercepted. It is possible 
that the LTTE was listening in on Indian radio 
communications and were well aware of their 
plans. All roads leading into Jaffna had 
already been mined—some of these explosive 
devices had been installed years ago when the 
roads were metalled. Other metalled roads 
were mined by digging along their sides, and 
then under the tarmac and planting drums and 
buckets of explosives—usually Pentolite— 
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purchased in India. In this manner the benign 
original look of the roads was preserved and it 
did not betray the lethal contents underneath. 
Many of these explosive devices could be 
electrically detonated by connecting them to a 
nine-volt battery at a distance of a hundred to 
two hundred yards away. So the militant had 
to be physically present to see his target 
before he could set off the explosion. Build¬ 
ings were liberally booby-trapped and 
weapons were taken out of caches. These 
included AK-47 rifles, 5 inch Browning 
machine guns, RPC-7 anti-tank rockets and 
an array of mortars of varying calibres. 
Walkie-talkie radios were issued to small 
groups allowing for quick and easy com¬ 
munication. Ammunition was in comparative 
short supply, but fire discipline and good 
marksmanship was expected to make up for 
this scarcity. The morale of the militants was 
high, and their motto—stealth, speed and 
surprise—was soon to be translated into 
action. 

The Indians advanced on the night of 11 
October. The 91 Infantry Brigade under 
Brigadier Ralli moved from Kankesanturai. A 
battalion, 8 Mahar, was ordered to advance 
along the coastal road in a north-western 
direction before turning south-westwards to¬ 
wards the fort. The initi al adv ance was swift 
and trouble-free. The LTTE had obviously 
been taken by surprise at this circuitious 
advance. However, at about three kilometres 
from the fort the troops were divided into 
penny packets to secure a more direct route to 
Palaly; by then the LTTE had organised its 
defences in the region. Their mines played 
I havoc; the advance stalled. In addition, twen¬ 
ty-four others in four trucks lost their way; 
seven died in a hail of bullets, the rest were 
captured. The other battalion of the brigade, 

5 Madras, too advanced slowly along roads in 
built-up areas and was promptly held up | 
around Chunnakam. The third battlation, 1 
Mahratta Light Infantry remained inside the 
fort, perhaps because they realised that the 
entire area around the fort was heavily mined 
by'the militants. 

The 72 Infantry Brigade was a part of 36 
Infantry Division but placed under S4 Infantry 
Division for the battle of Jaffna. Uiis brigade 
under Brigadier Misra advanced from Palaly 
towards the Fort. The 4/5 Gorkhas were 
following the only tanks in Jaffna, a troop 
(four tanks) belonging to 65 Armoured Reg¬ 
iment. Their objective was t he Jaffna Uni¬ 
versity campus and the LTTE Tactical Head¬ 
quarters. At about eight kilometres from their 
objective an ambush wiped out the Comman¬ 
ding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Bawa, and 
two company commanders. Majors N.J.D. 
Singh and A.A Verghese. The latter’s death 
was particularly poignant. The only Tamil- 
spcaking officer in the unit, he went into a 
house to comfort crying women and children. 
As he left he was shot in the back by an old 


woman. With seventy dead, many more 
wounded and a single field officer (Major) 
unhurt, the Gorkhas were unfit for further 
battle. 

T he brigade’s other battalion, 13 Sikh Light 
Infantry, was earmarked for another bat¬ 
tle; the fate of a platoon of this unit was to 
deade its outcome. This unit had already had 
a difficult war. The battalion was moved from 
Gwalior to Jaffna in August 1987. On 7 
October while reinforcements were being 
flown into Sri Lanka, these troops were sent 
back to Gwalior. The following day they were 
once again air-lifted to Bangalore, and thence 
to Palaly Air Base. A company (about 130 
men) of these weary troops was immediately 
detailed to assault the LTTE Tactical Head- 

3 uarters. A part of the battalion reinforced by 
15 Gorkhas and four tanks was to later link 
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up by fighting their way through Jaffna. A 
company of para-commandos were to serve as 
pathfinders, i.e. they were to land first and 
secure an area for the helibome Sikh L.I. 
Company which would follow. A football field 
in the Jaffna University campus was selected 
as their landing zone. The para-commandos 
landed from their helicopters into a hail of 
intense fire. Two of the helicopters were 
damapd taking off; at least six solidiers lay 
dead.'Meanwhile, an advance platoon of the 
Sikh L.I. landed at another part of the field. 
Murderous fire damaged another three of 
their helicopters. At Palaly a decision had to 
be made. Heliborne reinforcements were 
impossible, given the intensity of fire and the 
lack of enough serviceable helicopters. A 
message was radioed to the hapless platoon ^ 
that the remainder of the company would not > 
follow. But there was no one to receive the 
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' message in the bloodied playing field of Jaffna 
University; the platoon’s radioman was 
already dead. The para-commandos, trained 
in individual survival, managed to take cover 
in buildings and spread out While doing so, 
they even picked up their dead and wounded. 
Instinct told them that further heliborne 
landings were not likely. On walkie-talkie 
radios they managed to contact the be¬ 
leaguered Sikh L.I. platoon and asked the 
Sikhs to join them. TTie Sikh company com¬ 
mander, Major Birendra Singh, faced a major 
problem; he had to wait for the remainder of 
his company—which he did not know would 
never come. He, therefore, chose to stand his 
ground By 11.30 a.m. of 12 October, his men 
had run out of ammunition A gallant bayonet 
charge was the gory finale; only one out of the 
original thirty survived to tell the tale The 
bare bodies of the troops’ were publicly 


Mute aftar a LTTE attacfc: ths chairwl 
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displayed by the LTTE at the nearby Nagar- 
aja Vihar Temple before being cremated. 
Meanwhile the remnants of the para- 
commando company hung on to their posi¬ 
tions. They were finally rescued by their 
colleagues who, supported by tanks, advanced 
along the railway line to link up with them 
This rescue was likewise performed in the face 
of intense fire; for instance. Major Anil Kaul, 
the commander of the tanks, was hit in the eye 
and right arm when he peeped above the tank 
turret to guide his men along the railway line. 

F resh leadership and more troops were an 
obvious requirement. So Brigadier Kul- 
want Singh, the Deputy General Officer 
Commanding 54 Division, flew into Jafhia 
from his Headquarters in Tnncomalee expect- 
' ing to take effective command of the Division. 
Since the IPKF was under the jurisdiction of 


the Southern Command, a senior staff officer. 
Major General A.S.Kalkat, was moved from 
Pune to Jaffna to oversee the operations. The 
Army Headquarters in faraway Delhi sent 
their own man as well. Brigadier R.l.S. 
Kahlon. Harkirat, in turn, undertook a jour¬ 
ney in the opposite direction. He was ordered 
to submit a report in person at the Army 
Headquarters to explain the military setback, 
the army brass was not convinced by his 
explanations. For the sake of appearance he 
was sent back to Jaffna. 

During this week the number of troops in 
Jaffna Peninsula was doubled with the induc¬ 
tion into the island of two new bridgades 
under Brigadiers Manjit Singh and Samay 
Ram. In doing so, the Indian Army violated 
an important principle of deployment. Forma¬ 
tions are normally moved en bloc; i.e Brigade 
should move as a whole, its headquarters and 
three battalions should all be sent in together. 
Since these units have participated in the same 
training exercises they are familiar with each 
others’ strengths, weaknesses and idiosyncra¬ 
sies The officers, likewise, develop personal 
rapport among themselves This allows the 
bngade as an entity to function more effec¬ 
tively and maintain cohesiveness under the 
stress of battle. In Jaffna, on the other hand, 
one of the Brigadiers found himself with an 
unfamiliar Headquarters staff and battalions 
belonging to other brigades 

Growing a little desperate at the ferocity of 
LTTE’s resistance, and in a bid to satisfy the 
political imperative of getting the job done 
quickly, the army brought in more armour, 
including tanks and Armoured Fighting Vehi¬ 
cles (AFV). The tanks were India’s late.st— 
the 45 tonne Soviet T-72 Mam Battle Tank It 
was felt that these tanks with their heavier 
tracks and high traction would be most 
suitable for the bumpy jungle terrain of 
northern Sri Lanka. Consequently the 65 
Armoured Regiment belonging to 31 
Armoured Division was despatched to the 
Island, thereby committing first-line tanks to 
fight urban insurgency Similarly the 20-tonne 
Soviet BMP-2 Armoured Fighting Vehicle 
was inducted into the island. 

n Diwali night—21 October, 1987—the 
Indians resumed the fucworks Even at 
the state they used tracings of the 1937 maps 
of Jafhia to guide them through the peninsula. 
Also most of the new battalions that were 
rushed into Sn Lanka were understrength. 
For example, 5 Rajputana Rifles (a part of 41 
Infantry Bngade) arrived on the island with 
about 400 men—less than half of its ideal 
strength. 

The 41 Infantry Brigade under Brigadier 
Manjit Singh was added along the axis of the 
91 Infantry Brigade. The 115 Infantry Brigade 
under Brigadier Samay Ram was added along 
the north-south axis of advance of the 72 
Infantry Brigade. The 41 Infantry Brigade 
moved along the northeast towards the south- 
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west with Manjit riding in a BMP personally 
leading the attack. This ted to problems of 
command and control; Manjit ended up sack¬ 
ing two of his Commanding Officers, his 
Brigade Major and his Signals Officer. His 
p>ersonal bravery and dynamism were, howev¬ 
er, beyond reproach and he was later to be 
suitably decorated with the Maha Vir Charkra 
CMVC). If his handling of his officers was 
controversial, so were the number of casual¬ 
ties his men sustained; a loss of 272 dead and 
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wounded—about 17 per cent of his entire 
combat strength. In addition, along his line of 
advance fell the Jaffna Hospital to where the 
LTTE were evacuating their wounded. As the 
Indians advanced, the LTTE tried to remove 
their injured from the back of the hospital. 
The Tigers’ rearguard also fired on the Indian 
soldiers from the hospital buildings in an 
attempt to stall the advance lon^ enough to 
allow the LTTE to withdraw their wounded. 
Consequent'ly, the hospital in effect became a 
military target. 

As mentioned earlier, the LTTE had exten¬ 
sively mined and booby-trapped the heavily 
built up area between Palaly and Jaffna fort 
and 72 and 115 Infantry Brigades had now to 
contend with them. Colonel Saraon, the 
Deputy Commander of 72 Infantry Brigade 
was killed when his BMP hit a mine. The 
entire complement of nine other men in the 
BMP also lost their lives. The blast was so 
intense that the 250 kilogram doors of the 
BMP were flung to a distance of 100 metres. 
A couple of tanks were likewise destroyed. 
Brigadier Samay Ram remained true to his 
reputation of steadfastness. He refused to 
react strongly when his men were fired upon 
from one of the landmarks of Jaffna—the 
Nallur Kandaswamy temple. Here at least 
30,(X)0 Tamil civilians had sought refuge from 
the fighting. Recognising the likelihood of 
significant civilian casualties he held his hand. 
The LTTE, perhaps mindful of these dvilians, 
likewise chose to withdraw. 

The third major line of Indian advance from 
Chavakachcheri eastwards also continued to 


encounter fierce resistance. The MI-25 heli¬ 
copter gunships ha d to b e pressed into service 
,to shoot down LTTE snipers perched on 
coconut trees. Only then did the advance 
proceed east of Navatkuli. The IPKF admit¬ 
ted to twenty-seven civilian deaths in one such 
helicopter attack. 

The Indian forces linked up firom all direc¬ 
tions of their advance by 26 October. There 
was little time to celebrate; combing opera¬ 
tions by fanning out were started the very next 
day. Thuee of the brigades were ordered to do 
k>. The 91 Infantry Brigade tackled the 
Pandattarippu and Vaddukkodal regions, the 
115 Infantry Brigade moved towards Point 
Pedro and the 18 Infantry Brigade towards 
Kodikamam. A few skirmishes continued but 
the battle for the peninsula was clearly over. 

The LTTE tacitly conceded Jaffna the same 
day. Their second-in command, Mahitya, 
told India Today on 27 October, “>^e are 
willing to a cease-fire on three conditions. The 
Indian Army should cease fire immediately. 
The IPKF should return to the camps where 
they were prior to October 10, and only then 
will we be willing to talk about surrender of 
arms.” 

T he IPKF officially gave their losses as 262 
dead and 927 wounded, the dead included 
15 officers and 14 JCOs. Two of the officers 
were Colonels. The LTTE losses were put at 
around 700-800. Not one of its top leadership 
had been killed or captured; most of the 
Tigers had escaped using boats to cross the 
numerous lagoons around Jaffna. Only hun¬ 
dred or so weapons were captured suggesting 
that many of the dead were actually unarmed 
civilians. 

In a well-orchestrated propaganda blitz the 
LTTE claimed to have “documented” at least 
900 deaths, 451 senous injuries and 144 cases 
of rape among the civilians by 24 October. 
They conceded the loss of only six of their 
own, including an “officer”, a “Captain 
Ashok”. They also declared that half of the 
populatioh of the peninsula had been ren¬ 
dered homeless and the IPKF was in fact the 
“Innocent People Killing Force." The Indians 
were later to prove these claims as wild 
exaggerations. 

Later the Indians were to uncover about 
2,000 weapons from various arms caches 
scattered across Jaffna. But this unearthing of 
weapo ns could not hide the bitter truth; the 
LTTE cadres were still armed and at large. 
India had thus managed only a partial victory 
at a great cost. And the IPKF was no longer 
welcomed by the Tamils. Rajiv Gandhi had 
earlier prophesied, “It should be a short, 
sharp exercise and our boys should be back 
home soon.” 

That this was not going to be so, was 
already clear. • 

IMla^SIll.anlcanaK»b)rR4|aaaKadlan PuIilWwdbyVWMt 
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NEWSBEAT 


To India, with love 

Stalins daughter plans to move to the subcontinent 


H er interesi in Incli.in philiisuphv haiawav Musa, hail been publishcil 

elates haik to the I ilties, wiion bv I^aniei Inteln.itional (New Delhi) 

she spent loni; hours leailing in l'W 4 but the eoinpanv toigot to pay 

\hc Cpanishdih 1 )ui inj; the SiMies she the author het iliies 

used the ii'valties irom hei books 

to imariee the establishini nt ol a On the whole Sietlana's Indian 
hospital in Kal.iknakar, IMtar experienee (the fust time round at 

1 ‘iadesh And now Stalin's daughtei least) has been i.ithei untoitunate In 

Svetlan.1 Allileuv.i -who c.ills herself Ihbh Alltleiiva-.et up a lO-bed hospit- 

Lan.i Peteis w.lilts tv) spend the hist ,il in .in I'ttai Pi.idesh town, Kahikn.i- 


yi.iis ol hei life in the hind of the 
M.ih.itin.i She wviulil (iielei to settle- 
down in an ashram near Madras (it’s 
eoolet th.in ciiitr.il liidi.i) but Dhar- 
ams.il.i 111 Hini.iih.il I’l.iilesh wviiild do j 
|ust .IS well hei Ament.m triends 
^vvoik .imoiii,’ the I ibv i.m letugees 
III mu theie 

I he t)b\(ai-okl Svetl.in.is wish 
inmht |usi eoiTK tnie, with the Indian 
hieh toinmission in I on.Ion ui.mtmg 
her .ilive month \ is.i ! .m.i I’eieis-- as 
she sieils hei le tteis-- had .ip|iio.iehed 
Intha House .lutlioiities with hei le- 
quest (mentioning eminent pirist Nani 
I’.ilkhiv.ihi .IS .1 p.is\ible uu.ii.intoi of 
svuts) m.imtaiiiini; th.ii -he wished to 
settle tiown m the siibeontnient to 
'studs Inili.in hislois .ind lultuie, do 
siiga .iiid lead S.inskiit .iml the I'p- 
.inish.id She ss.iv w illmi; she said, to 
w.iit until the .luthoiitns in Delhi 
eleeided the issue iwilh distmit politie- 
al oseitones) I he \ P Siiigt' rose iii- 
ment h.id no obieetnms lo hei pie 
senee So Ssellan.i is all set to visit 
India in Ociolser tins \e.ii .-\nd it 
things work out. she will st.iv long 
enough to be gi.inted hull.in 
eiti/ensliip 

( urrentls lesident m north Lonilon, 
Ssetlan.i has no monev to bus .i 
ticket to Delhi oi .ins- 
wheie ' Hence, the etc- 
lay in her ti.isel jil.iiis m *--.i 

i But .IS soon .IS she rat 
' arranges toi the publiea- ra -j/I.Ci*' 

. tion of her books in the 
' Unite’d Kingdom and 
' leceives the rosalties 
I theie’of. she will t.ike off 
] for the subcontinent ^ 

The search foi ,i good 
' publishing house will 
I begin after that, which 
I will bring Svetlana's 
I books to Indian teaders 
I One of her works. I'lie 
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kai, using the proeeeds fioni her 
books to litianee the pio|eet N.imed 
the Bii|esh Siiuth Memori.il ( liaiit- 


iible IIos|iii.il, It w .IS to be .iilminis- 
teied b\ the I’S b.isv vl Allileiis .i ( har- 
it.ible I rust eoni|iiising Svetl.ina’s 
Aineiie.m l.iwseis I'opiil.iils known 
as “Ssetlan.i s hospii.ii ilu pio|eit 
i.in into trouble lioni the vei. begin 
nmg Allileiisa's seisu<n .)! . ■ cuts is 
that hei l.iwveis nesei p.iivt .iiis .itten 
tion to the hospit.il and ignoud .ill her 
illstiuetioils CIS a eis the pio|eU fe 
m.ike m.itteis woise, (ongresstH 
politician K.ij.i Dinesh Singh miii.iled 
.1 eriis.ide ol sorts .igainst the hospii.il 
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I n.'iiK i ala I 111-, uiiele lfii|esh Smell. 

I . iiei-Ilk hill I, till nH.iliealser- 
s i. . ' InI)\ kIl v) tu the hos)itt.ii ll.isen't 
iv.ihs impiosed /\iui .1 thoiouglllv 
vtisilhisiiined ‘Mill 'iis.i ss.mts the (lov- 
I erimienl of Indi.i's he.ilth mmistiy to 
t.ike os ei soth.it the p-itieiits most of 
them pool sill.ieeis -h.ue a bettei 
deal 

Sseil.111.1 IS certain ih.it it she were 
to letuiii lo Indi.i this m.iiiei s.inild be 
brought up .le.im t.i ernb.ni.iss her 
But lh.it IS no iletenent .is l.ii .is the 
spunks Allileus .1 IS eoiieei lied when 
It's OiioSei It will be indi.i • 
ShrabanI Basu/London 










ENVIRONMENT 


I t usually lakes a 
Itageilv |i)i tile au¬ 
thorities to wake up 
I liouph iiothinji of 
the kind ti.is yet hiip- 
peiH'd. the \.ist oil slitk th.it 
IS (io.itiiij;; in the waters tif 
the l^amodat river foi the 
jiast one month eouki well 
cost sevei.il human lives in 
the st.ites of West Ifeneal 
and Uihar 

The oil sink was lust 
spotted hv a eioup ol 
D.imod.ii V alk V t Ol poia- 
tioii (l)\'( ) men in the 
( hiindt.ipui.i leuioii ol 
liiliai. not \ erv lat lioin the 
Itokaio Slei I I'laiil (HSP) 

Si. iisiny daiigei <itul voi teet- 
Iv assessmu that the oil 
must have leakeii into the 
met tiom one ol the units 
ol the stei, I plant, they 
()Uii.kl\ p.issed on the in- 
toimation to the BSP au- 
thoiiiies It took neaily live 
houis lot the steel plant 
I vperts to Imale the leak, 

(lilt In then 211(1 kilo lities ol 
luinaee oil woith ks seven 
kikhs had down into the 
Domodar Anti .iidetl bv 
stionp vsmkIs, the oil sliek 
tiavelled as lai as l.im.itlo- 
b.i and was sleiiililv makme 
Its w.iv ttivvauls West Ben¬ 
gal ke.ihsme the h.ivoe the 
spillage touki wieek, the 
eliief seeietaiv ol ttie Bihai govein- 
ment. A 11 Shaiina, immediately m- 
foimetl his West Bengal tounteip.iil, 
1 .11 nil I tutt.i, ol the t risis 

Meanwhile the chiefs ol most in 
tiustii.il units the 1)V(' .ind the l)ur- 
gapiii Pio|etts Liniitetl (DPI.) in- 
ehided—.done the D.imoti.ii belt put 
then he.itls together to de.il with the 
tiisis As .1 piehniin.irv metisure. the 
BSP lele.ised .2SOI) eustts of vv.iter into 
the mei to keep the oil content low 
Siiegesiions weie .dso in.ide to (l.ue up 
the sink 

I veil while .ill such elloits weie 
Ihiiu' m.ule, the oil slick le.iihed 
DiuiMpui the industiial town ol West 
Bine. l I he situ.ition was .d.nmnig 
since ilu onlv soiiice ol dunking w.itei 
for till II,h.ibil, lilts ol the town Wils the 
D.imod.i. I'M! ,\nd even beloie the 
lown admmisii.ition could come to 
gups with till MtiMiion. ti.icc's ol the 
oil weie si’oited ,ii the D.iniod.ir 
biiri.ige 111 Duigai’iit S.ivs .m ollicial 
of the watei woiks unit ot the DPI. 
■'I'heie IS no c.iusc hn p.inii .it the 
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The deadly spill 

Panic spreads as furnace oil pollutes the Damodar 
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moment The maximum oil content 
th.it IS permissible in drinking w.iiei is 
6 ppm (parts pet million) I he DPI is 
const.intiv s.miplnig the watei ol the 
legion iincl the oil content till hist week 
wa'- lluetu.itiiig between 2 4 to IS 
ppm which should be s.de loi the 
people 

But Debabiat.i B.ineriee, vice- 


The Bokaro oil spill 
has not perturbed the 
people of Durgapur. 
For, throughout the 
year, they are used to 
seeing thick black 
effluents flowing 
down the river 


ch. iiim.m ot the Duig.ipur Develop¬ 
ment Notified Aiea Authoiity, is not 
t.ikmg .inv ch.mces Ihs meti .ite 
.ihe.idv putting up b.iriieis to pievent 
the oil from seeping into the int.ike 
points .ind the iriigalion c.inal 

But wh.it il the iivei w.iiei is .ictu.il- 
l\ eontamm.ited .mil becomes unfit lor 
tium.in consumption ' Ailmits .m olti- 

ci. il ol the DPI ■ VVe do not h.ivc the 
technical knowledge to t.ickle such a 
siiu.itioii There is no vv.iv to puiitv the 
w'.itei once it cios.es the b ppm level 
ltdien Kum.ii, the sub-div ision;il 
otlicer ol Duig.ipui. however, rules 
out such .1 possiinlitv 

The onlv solution .it the moment, 
leel nianv expelts, is not to allow the 
oil-watei latio to meiease And the 
Maithon cl.im authoiities arc doing 
ex.ictlv that bv leleasing millions ctf 
ciisees ol w.iter into the DamcKfar 
eveiv clay 


B; 


ut IS the spillage ot tonnes ot 
•deadly oil |ust an ;icc iclent ’ There 
aie manv who leel that most ot the 
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mdustn.il units-Isoth private and gov¬ 
ernment-owned- on both sides ol the 
Damod.ii have scant reg.iui !.'i en- 
Mionment.il safety norms and the BSI’ 
alone cannot be pulled up tor eontami- 
nalmg the iivei In tart, the man.igmg 
director ot the giant steel plant. S R 
R.imaknshnan, claims that his unit h.is 
so tar had a nlemishiess lecord 
How'cver the recent incident h.is 
made Ramakiishnan and his col¬ 
leagues sit up According to the Mt). <i 
deal IS being negotiated to set up an 
eltluent treatment plant th.it would 
ensure a zero disch.iigc level 

But IS the BSP the sole culprit ‘ In 
tact, despite the publicitv th.it (ol- 
lowied the Bokaro oil le.ik, the people 
of Dutgapur seemed least bothered 
For, throughout the ye.ir, they .ne 
used to seeing thick black effluents 
gushing into the river ftom the numer¬ 
ous industries th.it dot the town No 
wonder, the Daniodai in [)uigapui 
has earned the distinction of being the 
\ “most polluted river" in the country 
An alarming state of iitlairs f oi, .ill 


aloiir Its .S41-km longstreteh. covering 
the I^hanbad-fjiiidih belt in Bih.ir and 
the As.msol-Duigapur region ol West 
Bengal, the Damodai is the onlv 
source of drinking w.itei And 
thous.mds of people live oil the river 
But o\ei the veais. the industries 
.dong the b.ink—there are .is maiiv as 
4b huge units .ind hundreds ol 


Most of the industrial 
units have scant 
regard for 

environmental norms. 
The BSP alone cannot 
be blamed for 
polluting the river 


medium and sm.ill ones h.ive pol j 
luted the rivci With no checks worth | 
the name, these iiichistiial units le- 
le.ise clc.idk ellluciits in the loini ot 
fl\-.isli, ptic nc’', cv.imdes .immonia 
iind .ilkalies into the D.iinod.ii Add to 
th.it domcsiie .iiicl .igiieullur.il w.iste 
.iiid the pii tiiii IS indeed disturbing 
No uoiicici the people who use the 
liver w.itei sulli i thioughout the year 
1 lioiii skin .mil other water-boine clis- 
I e.ises But like m.iiiv other things, 

I ihe\ li.iv c .ic cepn d them .IS le.ilities of 
I htc 

I I tic sioim ovei the Bok.iio od spill 
, iii.iiiv believe, will scion blow over 
! The autliorilies who aie overie.icting 
now will once .igam sit b.ick .ind 
helplessly look on .is the mdustiial 
units violate pollution laws with im¬ 
punity The od slick that is flo.iting 
aiouncl on the w.itets cd the Damodar 
is a ciuel |oke for all those clamouimg 
tor .1 gieenci and better tomoirow • 

Sarlhak Banmrjee/Bokaro and 
Durgapur 
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ESSAY 


What the 
1991 census 
will show 


Headcount 

“W 


hat a diary" my wife 
exel.iimed when she 
diseovered the leather- 
bound pocketbt'ok 
now fallinp apart, 
I'eaiing the msenplion, - "Diary for 1*^17’ 
I’liblished bv the Aimv and Navy Cooperative 
Society, 105 Viciona Street, Westminster, 
and bearinj; my long-depailed grandtathei's 
notings in slanted letters, it was indeed the 
(tinniest lamily memorabilia that mv wife ever 
stumbled upon while cleaning out old wai- 
diobes and junk tilinks In 1917. we soon 
lead, theie weie three eclipses of the moon 
and four of the sun, the .Michaelmas term at 


Oxfoid began on 10 (fetober that year, a 
pound steihng then w;is equivalent to five US 
dollars oi 10(1 deulche maiks A few dogeaied 
ptiges into the diary, and there was evidence, 
in grand|ra's sciibhlmgs, of a niece's marriage 
being negotiated' with <i government clerk 
earning the princely amount of Rs 4(1 a month 
rii.it vv.is t|Uite a lot o( monev until the eai ly 
foitics, when prices m India hegtin shooting 
up 1 he bribti's salarv worked out to t'lilv Rs 
1040 at cutrent prices, or thiee-quaiters of 
whaf .1 lower-division clerk at the state si itc- 
tariat mav expect today 

What was wrong with my grandpa'.' Why 
was he planning to marry off his niece to 
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y 'Omeone who would not even have been able 
to eke out a living in a Bombay chawl today'' 
Yet the old man had described the "boy" as 
"well-off” 

It dawned on me a few seconds latei that 
perhaps Rs 1030 a month could be reckoned 
as a good salary if the aspirations ot peirple 
then were lowei than today And that's 
exactly what India was like, as seen from the 
1021 census icport The country's 2.‘il million 
people, of which only 11 IK [K’i cent weie 
uibanised. were only a thud of the human 
ocean of piescni-day India What is more, 
onK 7 lb pel cent ol them wtie htciate, 
female lileiacy fieint', as low as 1 SI jiei lciU 

Be then, the consunici rcwoluiioii had 
airio,‘d in the West but gi.uidpa's Iriilia tiad 
neithei tin cash noi the desiic to acc|uin' the 
goodies ihal Ihc lactones o! the rich nalions 
were lollinc out I he licini’ st.mdards of the 
peo[ile weie cpiiU simjile ,md pineily and 


Crowds In Calcutta; the city is among the 
most congested metros in the country 
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latahty wc'c .icceptcd realities of litc. thic 
example .iround id21, percentagewise, foiii 
limes nioie b.ibies died at birth than now 
II the census repents aie lecognised as 
decennial snapshots erf a nation’s demog- 
laphic- .ind sot io-cconomic---m;irch, the 
louriiev between 1021 and lOKt -.eems like an 
endless sovaee 1 sen in phssical terms, the 
countis SLsms to base shiunk with the 
dciisiiv ot population having inere.ised 2 ti3 
limes The counliv grew live limes moie 
liler.iU during the petiod and its city .md 
town dwelleis accounted for more th.ui Ihiee 
tunes of the eiKiie population of Biit.uii 
All these ssoulci have been a eonlounduig 
loiirnev loi my poor graiidlatliei who in 
!oj7, lOiiiil no! evei' compiehend iImI the 
decenni.il population tigures in I'Jll .md l‘>2l 
would show ;i negative giovvih .i phe 
nomc'iion which has nevei oeciii icd .ig.im Hui 
how about comp.uuig, albeit witlioul the .iid 
of H(i Wells’ time machine, two dosei 
snapshots the census lepoit ol insi ,uid ilie 
forthcoming survey ot B'dl " I islmcot house¬ 
holds which IS the fii a sK'i* 111 ,1 census 
opcitition, h.is .iheads begun loi the I'l'M 
census Conic next Tcbui.iu, .md 12 l.ikh 
enurnctalois will Ian out .uioss ihe n.ilion to 
cocei tlie luniseholds listed and prep.ue the 
linal leport by /kpril, Ib01 

I n BIKI, when the eensus repoil put India’s 
popul.ilion at t)K5 2 million, the 1 vperl 
Committee on Population Pro(c“ctions esti- 
n.aiccl Ihal the tigme would reach K37 2 
m.llion in I'Idl, going by the moit.ihty and 
feitihtv tiendsol the P)7I-’81 decade llowev- 
ei, the World Bank, in its leport on India this 
ye,'I, said th it there could be "imdcicount- 
ing’ in the Indian census figures, thus ‘coi- 
rcctmg” the BWl figure to 701..3 million The 


Slums in Bombay; an 
inevitable fallout 
ot the population 
explosion 


T.e 

addition to 
i India’s 
I population in 
the Eighties 
! was about the 
current 
I population of 
I Brazil, or 
I one-and-a-half 
I times the 
population of 
Pakistan 
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putting many millions of^ 
Indians on the migration 
trail, with the city lights 
luring away village people 
just as it had m the West a 
century ago. Fiom 1*^ 9 per 
cent in 1971, India re¬ 
corded 23 3 per cent urban 
population in 1981 The fi¬ 
gure IS estimated to go up 
to 27 4 per cent next year. 

Urban migration is mere¬ 
ly another side of the 
nationwide scramble tor 
jobs The 1981 census 
showed that of the total 
male migrants who crossed 
the boundaries of the stales 
where they weie born to 
find a toehold in cities, .“i.S 7 
per cent had emplovinent 
as the only motive Onlv 4 
per cent moved out in 
search of bettei education 

The migiant chaiacfei of 
the Indian mega-cities be 
eame clear even in the 1981 
census lepoit In that year, 
for instance, 34 0 pei cent 
of the population of (irca- 
tei Bombay were 


Indians spend a 
meagre 1.7 percent 
of their income on 
education 


I In India, 

I food, clothing 
and shelter 
take away a 
major chunk 
I of one's total 
{ spending. In 
any 

developed 
nation, health 
and education 
alone account 
for a quarter 
of household 
expenditure 


Woild Bank estim.ile tor 1991 population, 
too, ovcishoots ihe Indian e.sperts" figure by a 
margin ot 11 inillion At any rate, will the 
i 1991 census show that India is ultimately 
! ciossing the population hump'' 

Probably yes, because the decadal variation 
in ihc T.ighlies can nevei reach the whopping 
25 per cent in the Seventies It may stand at 
22 8 per cent It is still disturbing, showing 
that the addition to India’s population in the 
Eighties was about the curient population of 
Brazil, or one-and-a-half times the popula¬ 
tion of Pakistan In tact, the population 
growth in India between 1971—the year we 
went to war with Pakistan - and 1991 would 
have far exceeded the si/e of my giaridfather’s 
India 

Kerala and West Bengal, the two Marxist- 
ruled states, will continue to be the most 
congested In 1981, their densities of popula¬ 
tion (per sc| km) were 655 and 615 respective¬ 
ly, leaving Bihar (402), Punjab (333). Uttai 
IVadesh (377) and Tamil Nadu (372) way 
behind Now the two red states may well show 
astronomically high figures of 772 (for Kerala) 
and 74(1 (foi West Bngal), against the pro¬ 
jected national population density of 254 

I It IS no wonder that the people of the two 
' states had topped the list ot job-seekers in 
' l'*Sl, constituting T7 per cent of the total 
I niimbfi (if jieisons avail.ible l(’r work at the 
liuli.iii job m.nkets In both West Bengal and 
Kei.il.i as well as in most corners of gangetic 
Indi.i the mcie.ising pressure on land is still 


migrants..more than a third ol these migiants 
had settled down in Bombay tor 9 vears or 
less Delhi had a slightly less share of mig¬ 
rants —45 09 per cent But ot them, nearly a 
half were neo-migiants It shows that Delhi is 
a late entrant in the employment market, its 
magnetic pull being caused by the burgeoning 
of the central government's expenditure in the 
recent decades 

Next year’s enumeration will shrrw' the 
e.xtent to which towns and cities have been 
tuithei invaded by the people uprooted frttmi 
then soil ft will also find the direction of a 
whole array ot structural changes The pre¬ 
vious census showed that the shares of agri¬ 
cultural labourers, both male and female, to 
the total woikfoice were on the decline Yet 
.IS many as 65 6 per cent of the male working 
populace in 1981 were living off land, or 
forestry and fishing Add to that 82 per cent of 
the female woikmg population also engaged 
in the same sector Together, this vast army 
produced only 39 9 pei cent (at curient prices) 
of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) that 
year 

The share of agriculture m GDP further 
declined to .34 5 per cent m 1988-89 But the 
1991 census alone will say how many Indians 
are now producing how much rice or wheat, 
or other agricultural produces Similarly, the 
planning ministry estimated that m 1988-89, 
39 1 per cent of the GDP had come from the 
services sector, trade, hotels and restaurants, 
transport, storage and communication: 
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financing, insurance, real 
estate and business ser¬ 
vices, and community, so¬ 
cial and personal services 
Bui these sectors appointed 
very few people in 1981 
only 16 per cent males and 
a measly 8..*! per cent 
women The coming census 
will tell us if the trend is 
going on unabated, or the 
services sector, supposedly 
the barometer of a society’s 
modernity, has become a 
creator of |obs as well 

S ince giandfather's In¬ 
dia. Iitciacy has no 
doubt come a long way For 
each educated Indian m 
1921, the year we were 
using as point of refeicnee, 
there were IS m 1981 The 
number will probably go up 
to 2t) next yeai But the 
''point to note is that the 
number of illiterates has 
also doubled since 1921 - 
the figure should stand at a 
staggering 48 croics next 
year In other words illiler 



ate Indians totlay comprise nearly a half of the 
population of C Inna 

In 1981, only .S9 out of 1,(MM) newlv-married 
urban women (and onlv two in the villages) 
were graduates Half the new brides m the 
cities and towms were downright illiteiate and 
so were 84 pei cent of then sisteis in the 
villages The 1991 pictuic can be rosici only 
marginally, with no bieakthiough in sight in 
the held of female illiteracy and high popula¬ 
tion growth late 

Yes. life cxpectaiKV at birth is possibly up 
by about live scats m the intervening decade, 
thanks to a delayed and still ongoing spread of 
antibiotic drugs and the slow acceleiation tif 
the immumsa'ion progtamme But, accoidmg 
to the government's projection analysts, the 
gap between death rate and birth rate in the 
past five years was still a mind-boggling 19 per 
l.tlOt) At this rate, it may not be before the 
20.‘il census that we may recoid the worrv-lree 
rate of 1 per cent per annum population 
growth rate. 

But can so many of us share the nation s 
limited resources for such a long time’’ Doubi- 
ful Census projections estimate the popula¬ 
tion at 2(101 aiound 98 6 crorcs. which again is 
sure to contain a good measure of "undei- 
reportmg". as is tvpical of all backward 
countries Food grams production may barely 
match up to that kind of grow-ih, but housing, 
healthcare and civic amenities are sure to 
elude a large chunk of the society 


In 1981. the census people did not even go 
into the c|iiestion lelaliiig to toilet lacililies m 
iiiral homes. But even m the uiban areas, 
41 85 per cent of the houses weie without 
toilets Only 14 f>9 per tent of village homes 
had electricity, while 27 14 pei cent of uiban 
homes did not even have a drinking w.itei tap 
within Ihcir piemises In fact life m the cities 
seems to be a difficult tme, if one goes In Iht 
census figures Calcutta, for ex.implc, h.id tap i 
water only in a third of ils homes In Bomhax ; 
nearly seven out of ten families lived in iiist ^ 
one room ; 

energy consumption per capita mt-isuicil 
in kilogrammes of oil cqiiiv.tlent, is ,i staiula/il ' 
yardstick of lifestyle Though India has made ' 
a long stride m this respect fiom lOd m 19(.s , 
to 2t)8 in 1987. it may tal t the t otinin .i vvfiolc 
decade, or more, to catch up with the incsent ; 
consumption rate of the supposeilb, poor : 
China (525) or F-gypt (588) ■ 

Maybe the 1991 census will show the j 
average Indian to be living a bcltei life than i 
say, a decade ago Hut it will take him at least 
50 years at the present rate to sort out his 
basic problems of food, clothing and sheltei 
These three take away three-quarters of his 
total spending, leaving onlv 2 5 per cent for 
health and a meagre 1 7 per cent foi educa¬ 
tion In anv developed nation, health and 
education alone account foi a quarter of 
household expenditure • 

Sumit MKra/Ntw Dmihi 


HraHhcare is way 
down on the priority 
list of the Indians 


l^^aybe the 
1991 census 
will show the 
average 
Indian to be 
living a better 
life than, say, 
a decade ago. 
But it will take 
him another 
50 years to 
sort out his 
basic 

problems of 
food, clothing 
and shelter 
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NARCO-TERRORISM 



ABSFJawan 

statkMMdbi 

Amritear: 

haapincvlsll 


S ome call terrorism the theatre of 
violence, Some call it the cheapest 
form of communication for mili¬ 
tant groups The pioblem with 
defining terrorism, members of the 
United Nations have often said, is that terror¬ 
ists of one country might be regarded as 
freedom fighters of anolhei 
But defining the fast-spreading worldwide 
phenomenon of ‘narco-tenorism’ is even 
more difficult. The term was first heard of in 
Latin America after the Colombian M-19 
insurgents indulged in the driigs-foi-arms 
trade, though the business defied a descrip¬ 
tion Neil I.ivingstonc, an American author 
and authority on terrorism, attempted one 
definition “Narco-terrorism," he said during 
a recent seminar on narcotics and terrorism, 
“is a meeting of people with a fantastic 
amount of money and a fantastic amount of 
violence " Also, Livingstone added, “These 
da\s it IS easier and safer to be a narco- 
lerrorist than to rob a bank." 

Though there is no support system for 
terrorist gioups in the United States, unlike - 
hiance. West Germany. Libya or El Salvador, 


This trade-off 

sponsors 

terrorist 

violence 

throughout 

the world 


the ntition contiibutes heavily towards sus¬ 
taining narco-teiiorists in other parts of the 
world The LtS accounts ftir one half of the 
drug consumption worldwide and diug lords 
are now increasingly exporting arms and 
mercenary expertise instead of cash returns 
out of the US. In countries like Panama and 
Colombia, the drug lords create an economy 
on which the country luns Where state- 
sponsored terrorism exists, narco-terrorisiii is 
sure to thrive 

In India, narco-terrorism has flourished in 
states witnessing extremist activities, such 
as Manipur, Mi/oram and Punjab Narcotics 
smuggling plays a significant role in sustaining 
the militant movements in these areas. The 
trend was first noticed in Punjab when raids 
on the Golden Temple revealed large quanti¬ 
ties of drugs Then, many arrested hardcore 
terrorists turned out to be narco-smugglers 
Among them were Jagjit Singh Narewala, 
arrested from a drug house in connection with 
the Delhi transistor bomb blasts, and Uarjin- 
der Singh Jinda. who was a small-time drug 
runner before he joined the Khalistan Com- 
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mando Force (KCF) Even at the time of his were bein^ sent with infiltrators into the 
arrest in 1987. Jinda—who plotted the assas- Jaffna peninsula Many of the sophisticated 
sination of General A S Vaidya—had some arms used by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
high-grade heroin on his person Eelam (LTFE). including shoulder-tiiing sur- 

The Indian enforcement agencies first took face-to-air missiles and Cietman assault rifles, 
notice of the growing phenomenon of narco- have reportedly been purchased with drug 
terrorism in 1988 The Central Buieau of money fiom New York and Los Angeles. 

Investigation (CBI) published a report that That is precisely the reason why America is 
revealed the deep-iooted nexus between tra- blamed for sponsorinn narco-terrorism 
ditional smugglers and Punjab terrorists The While the annual budget of the, 

report stated that militants who had previous- Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) is around 
ly used methods of extortion lor procuring $500 million, the agency has seized assets and 
arms were now changing their modus operan- drugs valued at over $ 1 billion Recently, it 

dt exchanging guns foi narcotics Drugs had recovered 21 tonnes of cocaine from a Los Mountad pairolalong 
replaced silver and other contraband for Angeles warehouse, apparently smuggled into tiio Indo-Pafcbordter: 
keeping the guns booming in the Punjab. the I'S by a cartel in Colombia. dangnrouaopnratlon 


Typically Pakistani 
mfiltiatuis would con¬ 
ceal weapons at a pie- 
destined spot iii the 
lields vvIirIi would be 
exchanged lot iliugs in 
the dead of night The 
couriers, sometimes 
Earning a mere Rs 200for 
the trans.iction, were in- 
legral ti' the nelaiious 
chain Altei Operation 
Bluestai small aims 
were smuggleii in a 
stciidy iiickle of ones 
and twos I he arms 
were mostiv of ( hiiiese 
oi Soviet origin With 
the withdiawal of the 
Soviet lioops from 
Afghanistan, the tiiekle 
became an avalanche 
The price of aims m 
Dana Adam Kite!- the 



infamous arms bazar near Peshawar—fell, the 
narco-terrorists had never h.id it so good. 

> Undoubtedly, many of the narco-operators 
of Punjiib h<iv e developed strong international 
links In New 'lork, senioi Fedeiation Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) agents admitted that 
expatriate Sikhs wcie dealing m crack-cocaine 
to fund arms purchases in the Punjab Many 
of the newly-constructed f’urdwaras in Amer¬ 
ica, they said, were centres for the trade 
This confirms that the trend thrown up with 
the lecoverv of $40 million worth of drugs 
from a New York fpirdwani in 1985 is still 
continuing. 

I n the Punjab, narco-terrorist gangs suffered 
a setback last year, when the Indian govern¬ 
ment decided to seal the .544-kilometre-long 
border with Pakistan Almost simultaneously, 
other routes became active The smugglers 
shifted to Rajasthan and it was no coincidence 
that there was a spurt in terrorist activity 
along the Kashmir border Pakistani arms 
-dealers shifted their attention to Pakistan 
Y^)ccupied Kashmir (POK). About the same 
' time, according to intelligence reports, drugs 


This is also true of countries with state- 
supported terroiism, such as Libya and Pana¬ 
ma It IS well known that the Gaddafi govern¬ 
ment has often sponsoied the dreaded C'hica- 
go-based stiect gang, El Runkins Then, the 
capture of Panama military leader. Manuel 
Noriega, had all the trappings of a sensational 
drug bust story 

At present, a public battle is raging m the 
US to snap the links between guns and dings 
The Bush administration, obsessed with the 
drug war, is nevertheless noncommittal about 
the guns Although several world leadeis 
including Colombian Presideni Virgilo Barco 
have insisted that the US ban the export ol 
assault rifles and other weapons which .om 
members of drug cartels, the goveinineni has 
not done much about it 

Meanwhile, Intelligence reports speak of 
greater cooperation between teironst groups 
of different nationalities, as is the case in India 
and Sri Lanka It is feared that with EE-C 92, 
ihe border would become even more 
porous—making the dangerous business of 
narco-terrorism that much easier in Europe. • 
HHu Sartn/New York 


I In New York, 

I senior FBI 
I agents 
I admitted that 
expatriate 
Sikhs were 
dealing in 
crack-cocaine 
to fund arms 
purchases in 
the Punjab 
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Time to celebrate 


Calcutta's Mohammedan Sporting Club turns 100 


H as the name Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting outlived its 
purpose'' As this leading 
amiitcur club of the ctiun- 
trv eek’brates its centen¬ 
ary. this question looms large on the 
minds of sports loveis The same ques¬ 
tion could be asked ot another illust¬ 
rious name -I.:ast Bengal The names 
may have been appropiiatc when the 
clubs were boin but today, when there 
is unrest all around, would it not be 
better to do away with everything that 
divides, rather than unites'' 

And yet. Mohammedan Sporting 
started out under an entirely different 
name In 1881, several eminent people 


tions with other Indian clubs m a set¬ 
up dominated by British regimental 
teams Mo.st of all, inspired by the 
urge for the expression of freedom, 
Muslim players recruited from diffe¬ 
rent parts of the aiuntry converged 
not only to forge unity but to create a 
whole new world of achievement 

The activities of the club did not go 
unnoticed Its formation was reported 
even in newspapers published in Bri¬ 
tain and Its activities followed with 
interest. The club fielded both cricket 
and football teams, but it was m the 
latter game that it achieved major suc¬ 
cesses 

It all started with the Nawab Beuum 



I started the .lubilee Club But a lack of 
! inteiest and inability to cope with the 
; admmistiative requirements led to the 
’ lokling up of the club Some of the 
1 oi iginal members gathered a few more 
I people around to start another asso- 
I ciatioii. this time calling it the Cres- 
I eem i lub Hut even this club was 
short-livcil And yet another name 
! was coincu 1 kimidia 

Finalb in 18U1. Mohammedan 
Sporting w.is hoin With it ended 
years ot unccit.un existence Its lead¬ 
ing members used their influence to 
get the club a sepaiate playfield and 
tent on the Calcutta Maidan 

Initially, the club was the rallying 
point for Muslim aspirations m a sub¬ 
jugated society It had the best of lela- 


tournament in 1903, which Moham¬ 
medan Sporting won after six replays 
with a leading Indian side of the time, 
National Club .National did not turn 
up for the seventh encounter. But the 
club's first major triumph was in the 
Cooch Behar Cup, which was a major 
tournament in Calcutta in those days 
The first win came in 1906, followed 
by another, three years later. 

But Mohammedan Sporting’s 
greatest triumphs came in the Thirties 
Playing for the first time in the first 
division of the local league, Moham¬ 
medan Sporting defeated Kalighat in 
Its last match 4-1 to become the first 
Indian winner of the Calcutta Pootbal! 
League. Having tasted victory once, 
the club thirsted for more. It con¬ 


tinued an amazing run of success that 
included five league titles and one IFA 
Shield victory—the first time that an 
Indian team won both the league and 
the IFA Shield together in one year. 

Not since the Mohun Bagan 
triumph in the IFA Sheild m 1911 was 
there so much jubilation in the coun¬ 
try over an Indian team's victory 
Mohammedan Sporting came to be 
looked upon as a symbol of the aspira¬ 
tions of the youth of the country. And 
this run of success could have con¬ 
tinued for at least anothei three years, 
as subsequent events proved But the 
club had differences with the Indian 
Football Association, dissociated from 
It in 1939 and, together with a few 
other disgruntled clubs, tried to play 
separately 

That was a crucial break. When the 
differences were resolved, the club re¬ 
turned to the league fold and went on 
to win the title again in 1940 and '41 If 
the club had stayed on, it would have 
won in 1939 too That means the club 
would have won the league title unin¬ 
terrupted for eight years—a feat that 
would not have been surpassed even 
today, because East Bengal's succes¬ 
ses in the Seventies continued for six 
years. 

T S 

he Thirties was indeed a golden 
era for Mohammedan Sporting. 
Thereafter, it has won major tourna¬ 
ments in the country, but never again 
with the same authority or ease—and 
certainly not continuously But the 
club's contribution has to be viewed in 
the overall context of Indian sport 
Mohammedan Sporting always re¬ 
lied on quality fare and for this, did 
not hesitate to get players from other 
countries as well Before Partition, 
players would come from what is now 
Pakistan, on a regular basis The 
illustrious names include that of 
Omar, Now, there are players brought 
from countries like Iran 
Although football has always been 
the focal point of attention, the club 
has had many successes in cricket too. 
And these came towards the early part 
of this century and have continued ^ 
through the years The club has also 
contributed to games hkc hockey and, 
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of course, athletics. 

The club shifted to its 
present premises on the 
Maidan in J938. In the ear¬ 
ly days, accommodation 
wasn’t a problem because 
the important matches 
were always played on the 
Calcutta Football Club 
ground which now houses 
Mohun Bagan But, in to¬ 
day’s context, the accom¬ 
modation of barely 14,000 
spectators is wholly in¬ 
adequate Constant pleas— 
to both the police and milit¬ 
ary authorities who own the 
area—yielded nothing 


KISHOH ROY CHOWDHURY 



The centenary celebration gets underway 


But more serious is the problem of 
membership Despite all its achieve¬ 
ments, the club has never built up a 
core membership which stands by the 
club in difficult days Members enroll 
, annually only when the football sea- 
'on staits Sometimes it doesn’t even 
reach a thousand Even here, the 
club’s pleas to allow more mem- 
beiship -a;, has been done for the 
other two big clubs—have also not 
been heaid 


The club's main drawback, howev¬ 
er, IS the politics wilhin Today, there 
are bioadly two groups which are 
trying to lontrol club affairs A com¬ 
promise was attempted last year, hut 
the dissident group withdrew alleging 
large-scale defalcation of funds 
•Seveial couit cases have further viti¬ 
ated the atmosphcic 

Despite all tins, the club has draw'n 
up great plans for its centenary 
celebrations it started with a 


“Walk for Peace”, which 
drew people from all com¬ 
munities, clubs and politic¬ 
al stalwarts of West Bengal 
Now, there arc plans foi a 
mushaira and a filmstars’ 
iiite, to gainer funds for 
sports events There are 
also plans to stage an inter¬ 
national invitation football 
competition The club also 
proposes to hold a cricket 
match between India and 
Pakistan One of the more 
novel and praiseworthy 
effoits IS the plan to stage a 
[unior club-level competi¬ 
tion . 

With all these on the anvil, Moham¬ 
medan Sporting IS now going great 
guns. But the quarrels within will have 
to be solved quickly, so that the 
centenary becomes an affaii to re¬ 
member Also, after a hundred years 
of constant service to the cause of 
sport in the country, the club will have 
to think seriously about changing its 
name to fit more meaningfullv into the 
national scene • 

AHJH Sen/Calcutta 



Postage free 

Addross your order to < 

The Circulation Mane^r {U) *■ 

Ananda Bazar PatrHta Ltd. 

Caicutta-700 001 

Please draw your demand • ' 

draft, t^ieque in favour of; ' ‘ ^ 

Ananda Bazar PatrikaLM,, / "'j 

Calcutta 


Rs 310 for a year (52 issues). 
R8 610for2yeais (104 issues) 
An .annual saving of Rs 54 
on the newsstand price 


IMOAY 13-ie M<y ino 


93 




Gidppling lor the *.i.ientific hold getting it itnd pinning down 
the opponent Htindv raised in victory Resounding applause 
Bishamber Singh, RudheyShyam, Daw Ram. Panna Lai 
Yadav, jharkhandey Rai. Naresh Kumar, Rohtas Singh, 
Cian Singh Sunil Dun. Kuldeep Singh. Mohd laved 
Satyawanand several others 

tach one of these stalwart wrestlers wore the Railway colours 
with pride and served the nation with distincriori 

Ml evoke nostalgic memories, leflect the indomitaHe vtill to 
win and inspire us to reach new pinnacles ol gicny 
In the spoits aiena the Indian Railways have an enviable 
recoid—winning over twenty national sports championships 
each year bvery fourth 'Atjuna' awardee represents the 
Railways' This symbolises the lortitude. physical fitness and 
team spirit among the 10 lakh-strong family of the Indian 
Railways 

Yes, the Indian Railways have an unbeaten track record as the 
largest in Asia, carrying 11 million passengers and nearly 10 
l.ikii lonnes ol freight over a distance tour times to the moon 
ear t. • lav Higher productivity and greater public service are 
only a lew ol the milestones that the Indian Railways are 
reachiii/, 

The endeevoui to excel continues unabated as the Indian 
Railways ecno ihe sportspersons dream of Swifter! Higher" 
Strongei!!'’ 

Indian Railways 

CHAMPIONS OF THE TRACK 











ODDS AND TRENDS 


A VIP wedding 



■ No, It wasn’t what every 
woman dreams of The 
wedding was all set The 
groom’s parents were not 
cnbbmg. The bride had a 
shy little smile as she sat 
wiappcd in full bridal 
'jlmery in the car. But fate 
.1 jvouldn’t let her have it so 
easy 

Tlie place was Amritsar, 
the time—the day Pnme 
Minister V P Singh got 
there for the all party rally. 
The wedding site was a 
guest house on Court 
Road, which had been 
scaled off to allow the PM 
to pass safely to Jalianwala 
Bagh All was well till the 
PM’s security personnel 
refused to allow the bride’s 


car to cross the VIP route. 
Left with no alternative, 
the bride stepped out of her 
car. The security personnel 
escorted her with the stiff 
gravity characteristic of 
policemen. The rather 
embarrassed bride tripped 
gently across the street, 
resplendent in red and 
gold. However, as it turned 
out, the bnde was not alone 
in her embarrassment The 
groom, too, underv/ent the 
same treatment With such 
secunty from the very start, 
the marriage is sure to work¬ 
out! 


Herculean 

effort 

■ It was a historic rescue 
operation by aiiv standards 
And one that obviously 
deserved a national award 
Coinmandc I Pradeep 
Dixit, a pilot of the Indian 
Navy was recently given the 
Saurya Chakra for rescuing 
the scientist Dr Shekhar 
Jain. While a rescue act 
might not be considered 
unusual, what is indeed 
stupendous is the 
magnitude of the entire 
operation. 



Dr Jam, who was 
suffering from perforated 
duodenal ulcer and needed 
ticatment, had to be tiown 
fiom Polar B)i)rn, an 
Indian ship afloat in the 
Antarctic Ocean, to a 
German ship US kms 
away. No mean task this, 
since the distance is wav 
above the navigation limit 
of 20 kms that a C'hetak 
helicopter can take in polai 
conditions. The following 
day, Dixit undertook the 
same risky operation to 
bring m a number of 
much-needed life saving 
drugs. And the brave pilot 
did not stop at that He 
transported the doctor of 
the Indian ship too! 


Damned village 

■ It IS known as the 
“village of widows”. Pabla 
is a small hamlet in Onssa’s 
Dhenkanal district 
comprising women whose 
husbands have died under 
mysterious circumstances 
During the last few years, 
most of the members of this 
village have been gripped 
by fever and diarrhoea 
followed by death. What is 
very strange is dial the 
mysterious illness has onlv 
afflicted the male 
population of the village 






Outsiders are now 
unwilling to establish 
matrimonial relations with 
the members of this village, 
I calling them a "cuised’’ lot. 
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TRIVANDItUM; Two pa--If 

tients died at the Government ^ 

General Hospital after they I 

were administered phenol in- ^ 

stead of the dose of liquid pa-___ j 

raffin prescribed for them. I J « 

The disinfectant was adminis- I I 3 

tered by a nursing assistant 
who till recently was a sweep¬ 
er. No action was taken even 
after the condition of the pa¬ 
tients worsened. Much later, 
an attempt to save the two 
proved futile—The Telegraph 
(D.N. Rajan, Thane)_ 

T1RUNELV&,I: Shanmugavalli Nadar of Koodank- 
ulam in Tamil Nadu applied for a power connection for 
a pumpset on his farm 25 years ago. He succeeded in 
bis en^avour after his grandson was born rccendy. 
According to 62-year-oId Nadar, his application 
had ..been rejected repeatedly by die Electridty Board 


on some pretext or the other. But he had remained 
undeterred and was recently rewarded with the power 
connection —The Statesman (R. Ktishnaswami, Banga¬ 
lore) 

RAJKOT: The police here has unearthed a racket of 
•dummy’ candidates who have been answering ex- 
aminatrons for law students of the Saurashtra Universi¬ 
ty. According to the deputy commissioner of police, a 
private building near the examination hall was being 
used by the ‘dummies’ as an “alternative examination 
hall” for writing answer sheets while the real candidates 
were sitting in the official examination hall —Indian 
Expresi (Rajneesh Batra, Allahabad) 

GIRIOIH: Generosity does not pertain to the rich. Hiis 
was proved by a Huro Barhi, a beggar. Barhi saved all 
his money in a bank and pledged it to the Prime 
Minister’s relief fund in the event of his death. When 
the beggar died recently, a sum of Rs 4,396.95 had 
accumulated —The Times of India (R. Shah. New 
Delhi) • 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 13 MAY 1980BY AMRITLAL 






AMES (21 MaBreli~-20 April) 

You will be rewarded for your diligence this 
week. However, be on your guard against 
decej^on. Do not be hasty in taking 
deciaions. Your friends and relatives will be 
helpful to you. Take cart of your health. 
GooddaUs: i3,15 and 19 
Ladcy numbers; 2,4 and 7 
Favourable direction: North 

TAURUS (21 April—20 May) 

Be on your guard against treachery and 
deception. Avoid disputes with friends, 
relatives and employers. The time is not right 
for making a change tn your professional 
career. Businessmen should take it easy. 
Good dates; IS, 16 and 18 
Lucky numbers: 1,4 and 6 
Favourable direction: South 

GEMINI (21 May—20 June) 

HHrw This will be a week of mixed fortunes. Do not 
F m * embark on new ventures for you may suffer 
some financial losses. Be cautious on the 
^ * professional front. Job opportunities will be 
available for the unemployed 
Good dates: 14,17 and 19 
Lucky numbers; 5.7 and 8 
Favourable direction: West 


CANCER (21 June—20 July) 

The week will be a period of trials and 
tribulations for you, Be patient for this phase 
will soon pass over. You will have to spend a 
lot of money on your family members Keep 
an eye on your health. 

Good dates: 16,18 and 19 
Lucky numbers: 3,5 and 9 
Favourable direction: East 



LIBRA (21 Septembei^~20 OctiAer) 

For businessmen, the period is not good fbar 
new deals. Do not get unduly worried over 
losses in speculative ventures. The stars are 
favourable for matrimony. Chindren vriU 
contribute to your happiness. 

Good dates; 16,17 and 19 
Ludiy numbers: 4,6 and 7 
Favourable direction: West 



SCORPIO (21 October—^20 November) 

A difficult week lies ahead of you. For those 
in business, new ventures may not 
materialise. Be diplomatic and tactful in 
dealing with othen. Disputes may arise 
I between you and your employer. 





Good dates: 14,15 and 17 
Lucky numbers; 1, S and 9 
Favourable direction: East 

SAGITTARIUS (21 November—^20 December) 

This will be a hectic week for you. You 
should gear up your energy for this purpose. 
The time is particularly favourable for those 
with literary or artistic pursuits. Your 
seniors and superiors will be helpful to you. 
Good dates: 13,14 and 16 
Lucky numbers: 4,6 and 8 
Favourable direction; North-west 

CAPRICORN (21 December—20 January) 

The stars do not seem to be favourable for 
you. Be tactful, patient and extremely 
cautious in whatever you do. Avoid criheising 
others. A new friendship with a person from 
the opposite sex will prove beneficial to you. 
Good dates: 14,16 and 19 
Lucky numbers; 5,6 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 



LEO (21 July—20 August) 

Financially there might be some pioblems 
this week. But they will be resolved by your 
partner or spouse They will be able to help 
you out with proper advice. A good week for 
speculation. 

Good dates: 13,16 and 17 
Lucky numbers: 3,5 and 7 
Favourable directioa: North 



AQUARIUS (21 January—20 February) 

Lack of funds may prevent you from 
implementing some of your desires this week. 
The period is favourable for all those seeking 
employment. Love and matrimonlals are in 
the offing. 

Good dates; 16,17 and 18 
Lucky numbers: 1,3, and 5 
Favourable direction; West 





VIRGO (21 August—20 September) 



Your hard work will be rewarded with 
success. Success on the professional front is 
assured. But you are advised to be patient in 
your dealings with your superiors. A hectic 
social week lies ahead. 


Good dates: 15,16 and 17 
Lucky numbers; 6,8 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 


PISCES (21 January—20 February) 

This is a prosperous week for yoU. TTiose in 
serwee are likely to get a promotion. For 
businessmen, the time is right for new deals. 
Speculators will be successful. Be careful In 
your dealings with the opposite sex. 

Good dates: 17,18 and 19 
Lucky numbers: 4,5 and 6 
Favourable direction: North-west 



STAR PARTNERS; LIBRA—LEO 


'Ti. ‘'"'51 

t partners item to be made for each other. But al times the Leokjijense of pride m^ht come in the Ihxy *’ ^ 

shouJd be practical in their approach to life and by doing this they will be able to deal wUhany tetfsion timr arito, p 
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IRANDOM NOTES! 
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HEARD AT THE VISAKHAPATNAM 
SrP.PL PLANT 

Either he is very vain, or very 
cool. 

AN OFFICIAL COMMENTING ON V P 
SINGH KEEPING HIS FUR CAP ON WHILE 
INSPECTING THE BLAST FURNACE 



Mulayam Singh Yadav: excapthma prova tha rula 


Joyrides 

The Raja had grave 
reservations about 
using government aircraft 
during the Assembly elec¬ 
tions. But, obviously, he 
doesn’t feel the same way 
when it comes to attending 
family weddings. Recently, 
the Prime Minister flew to 
Lucknow in an Indian air 
force plane to attend the 
nuptials of his neice. 

Then, stretching the 
point even further, he flew 
the air lorce Boeing to the 
UP capital yet again to put 
in an appearance at the 
wedding of the younger 
brother of a state govern¬ 
ment plane’s pilot. 
Apparently, the elder 
bfiother had flown "VRS 
around when he was the 
UP chief minister. 



V.P.Sii«b: fly 1^ right 


Each trip cost the air 
force approximately Rs 3 
lakhs. That, without includ¬ 
ing the other expenses in¬ 
curred on making arrange¬ 
ments for a prime ministe- 
na] visit. 


Never mind his 
language 

He banned the use of 
English in Uttar 
Pradesh government 
offices. But even chief 
mimster Mulayam Singh 
iVadav wasn't chauvinistic 
Enough to send his only son 
Akhilesh to a Hindi- 


medium school. Instead, 
the scion of the Yadav 
khandaan studies in a 
Sainik Public School in Ra¬ 
jasthan, where the medium 
of instruction is fcnglish 
How docs Mulayam 
Singh reconcile this with his 
now-famous Angrezi -pho- 
bia'^ Simple. He publicly 


announces that he will 
withdraw Akhilesh from his 
present school and enroll 
him in one where the young 
lad will be taught in his 
matnhhasha 

But if Akhilesh’s inter¬ 
view to a Lucknow daily is 
anything to go by, papa has 
failed to deliver on his 


promise. The younger 
Yadav is still on Sainik 
Public School’s rolls; 
though he does maintain, 
for the record, that English 
is strictly no-no. 


More power to 
the roiling pin 

First wc had the 
Ci r c c’ n B 11 g a d c . 
which earned i|uitc a tew 
headline mentions diiniig 
the Meham bvclection ■ 
And now, the All India ! 
Mahila Congress CoinnnI- > 
tec has decided to launch 
(he Kitchen Brigade nol 
to be contused with the 
Kitchen Cabinet 
Set up at the district 
level, every unit of the 
Kitchen Brigade will have 



Kumudben JosM: enter, the 
Kitchen Brigade 


around 500 nieniheis who 
will organise diunnas. pro¬ 
cessions and demon.stra- 
tions against the various ills 
ol the Raia's sarkur, with 
thfe inevitable belan (rolling 
pin) in their hands, 

riic Brigade is the biaiii- 
chikl of the Mahila Con¬ 
gress president Kiiinuilben 
•Foshi and Mii|Oi Mohini \ 
has been placed in chaigc 
of the newly-formed orga¬ 
nisation. It's first agitation 
will be launched on the 
issue of price rise .Ami no, 
PrafniiaDandavate will noi 
be leading this morcha. » 


GROUCHO-TALK 


How the Indo-Anglian writers rale 

■ Salman Rushdia: Still the big star His agent IS 
now hawking his new book around but relations with 
Vikmg have hit rock-bottom over the cancelled Satanic 
Verses paperback 


■ V. S. Naipaui: He's never sold as many books as 
Rushdie, though he still remains the only writer of 
Indian origin who is likely to wm the Nobel Pn^e His 
book on India is out in a couple of months 


■ Hanif Kureishi: A massive PR drive has sent The 
Buddha of Suburbia into the beslseliei lists 
Understands tho West and remains the man to watch 


■ Famikh Dhondy: His new book is out this 
month. Is better known as a television commissioning 
editorthan as a novelist now—perhaps with some 
lustltication, 

■ Anita Oeiai: A slight lall'in the trendy stakes after 
the relative taifure of her last two novels. Remains a 
solid and substantial presence nevertheless and could 
bounce back. 
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HEARD IN HARYANA BHAVAN 

Are there any BJP leaders in 
China? 

DEVI LAL, ON BEING ASKED IF HE 
WOULD TALK TO COMMUNIST LEADERS 
IN CHINA 


f 


I Home is where 
I the heart is 

' Now that Prime 
i vfe; Minister V.P. Singh 
I has shifted into Race 
I Course Road—Vinod 
i Pande and the stars will- 
j ing—who is going to 
! occupy his bungalows at 26 
and 28 Lodhi Estate? None 
other than newly-electfed 
Rajya Sabha MPs Soni Pal 
and Rajmohan Gandhi. , 

If one goes stiictly by the 
book, neither of these 
1 members are entitled to 
! such accommodation: the 
I average junior MP occupie.s 
poky little government 



Raimohan QandM: priza 
accammodation 


But there's nothing aver¬ 
age about either of these 
men. While Som Pal is the 
Raja’s butler, chauffeur 
and odd-job man rolled 
j into one, Rajmohan Gan- 
i dhi is the Dal’s favounte 
j sacrificial lamb, after his 
i brave performance in the 
[ Amethi poll. 

! So, Gandhi and Som Pal 
will move into the palatial 
bungalows, on which the 
urban development minis- 
tiv has spent Rs 50 lakhs 
1 over the last five months 
I (f>er since the Raja be- 
I came Prime Minister). 

! Buta Singh is the biggest 
j losei in this allocation dra¬ 
ma. Apparently, he had 
been pi omised one of these 
bungalow-,, as large 
amounts had been spent on 
the security arrangements 
surrounding them. And 
everyone knows that the 
former home minister is a 


prime target of Khalistani 
terrorists. 

But the Rajo- decreed 
otherwise. 


Whyblaiiie 

Jaitiey? 

The Bofors story in 
trfw last week’s Sunday 
may have inadvertently 
given the impression that 
additional .solicitor-general 
Arun Jaitley leaked the 
story about the ownership 
of the sixth account to 
Stockholm’s Dagens 
Nyheler. 


This, says Jaitley, is 
simply not true. He 
reached Sweden three days 
after the Dagens Nyheter 
story appeared. How could 
he have planted it? 

As unfounded are 
rumours that he will be 
flying to Stockholm for 
Ajitabh Bachchan’s case 
against Dagens Nyheter. 
“People are saying that 1 
will appear for the paper,” 
says Jaitley. “How can I do 
that? I’m a law official of 
the Indian government.” 

Nor will he be a witness 
in the hearings in Stock¬ 
holm or London. “I am not 
the source for that story. In 


FRIENDS 


Some relationships that rarely hit the 
headlines 

■ Madhu Limaye and Dhirtibhai Ambani: 

Limaye knew Arrtbani long before he became a 
mega-millionaire The friendship survives though he is 
the only Ambani-buddy in politics who has never 
espoused Reliance’s cause or taken Dhirubhai's 
money 


a Bal Thackeray and Amitabh Bachchan: 

When Bachchan was ill in 1982, a Shiv Sena 
ambulance helped save his life Since then, the two 
men have grown personally close and help each other, 
Both are emphatic, however, that the relationship is not 
political. 


a Sharad Pawar and Nusli Wadia: Way before 
Pawar first became chief minister in 1978, he was a 
friend of Wadia’s (through Rajni Patel). Since then, both 
men have been up and down, but they've kept m touch. 


a Arun Nehru and LaUtSuri: They are on 
different sides now and Suri has succeeded Nehru as 
the Congress; bagman. But there was a time when the 
Sumitorrfo wheeler-dealer was Nehru’s protege. They 
continue to be buddies—outside of politics. 


a SatiahSharnMandS.P.Hind«Ja;The 

Captain flew (he Hindujas into Race Course Road and 
though he was pourted by the Kkes of Rajen Pillai and 
Abhay Oswal, his twart belonged to Srichand. He 
attempted to distance himself from them late last year 
but the bonds were too strong. 


fact, I tnyself want to know 
where Dagens Nyheter got 
its information from. So, 
how can I be a witness?’’ he 
asks. 




Cousin ccHisiti 


I 

I 


Rumours to the 
3 effect that the Arun 
Nehru faction of the Janata 
Dal intends to rejoin the 
Congress(I) continue to 
make the rounds of Central 
Hall. The evidence for 
these is—admittedly—ex¬ 
tremely slim. It rests on two 
events. I 

• The Nehrus invited j 

Priyanka Gandhi to their i 
daughter’s birthday, j 
Priyanka did not attend but j 
sent a gift . 

• On Friday, 4 May. 199(). j 
Arif Mohammad Khan ; 
turned up unannounced at ; 



Anin Nehru: aliiii eyktonce j 


Rajiv Gandhi’s office in ' 
Parliament. When Rajiv ; 
saw him, he was suiiprised ; 
and asked, “What are you i 
doing here?” “Just came to 
say hello,” said Arif. “Fine, ; 
come in,” said Rajiv, ' 
The rest of the converse- i 
tion took place in E|riyate so | 
the rumour mill isn’t too 
sure of what transpiredibut 
it was enough to get the 
gossips rushing around 
Central HaU, retelling the 
story. 

Slim evidence? Of 
course. But of iiuch , 

are New Oelfei’s rumoutip 
made. « '' 
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20,000 people committed to professionalism and 
national prosperity... a work culture based on 
growth, profitability and social justice. 


This is Yuie! 


For 125 years we have withstood the winds of 
change — from Managing Agency House to 
Multidimensional Government Enterprise 
Diversifying into hi-tech areas by adapting to the 
ever changing environment and meeting the 
challenge of competition, has been our strategy 

A Company of professionals with confidence in its 
positive leadership and committed workforce 


Mar^ Technologies- 
.One Mime 


And so is this! 







Micro-Computer Based Automatic washing Machine v-NA-811 
FEATURES • Wash load capacity - 4 kg • Needs no manual attention after initial 
start • Choice of wash programmes/strong, gentle, speedy, normal • Tough on 
dirt, very gentle with clothes • Can wash blankets, rugs, carpets etc • Facility for 
using fabric softener • Speaal bleach inlet • Lint filter to collect loose ends 

• 100% safe • Two year warranty • Well established, prompt after sales service 

• Available in two colours 

Twin Tub washing Machine With Spin Drier V-NA-2a0T 
FEATURES • Wash load capacity - 5 kg of dry clothes • Tough sturdy motor with 
thermalfuse Automaticshutofffor 100% safety • Reversible motor action for better 
cleaning • Spin drier to ensure fast and even drying • Special facility of using spin 
dner for very efficient nnstng • Draining possible from left or nght to suit your home 

• Tough on dirt and very gentle with all types of clothes, will not tear off buttons etc 

• Very low power consumption and 100% safe • Two year warranty • Well established, 
prompt after sales service • Available in three colours 


VIDEOCON •• 

Washing Machine 
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lnGkKi’siu»iie? 

Or is it Rajiv’s? The 
Shankaradiarya's actions 
remain enigmatic. 
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Babu power 


T he tremendous man¬ 
ipulative skills which 
the babus have acquired 
(Rule of the hahu, 29 
Api il—5 May) over the 
years, have also been util¬ 
ised to undermine many 
other highly 'pecialised de¬ 
partments of the Govern¬ 
ment of India.aii example— 
the Geological Survey of 
India 

Despite the tact that it 
has discovered minerals 
worth hundreds of rupees 
tor the nation,this organisa¬ 
tion like many ot its kind, 
remains sadiv subservient 
to the administrative ser¬ 
vices More than 2,()(KI 
highly expellenced scien¬ 
tists (of national and inter¬ 
national repute) have to 
look towards a powerful 
lobby of “babus” tor policy 
lornuilalion regarding not 
just departmental decisions 
but even their own careers 
because this “lobby” heads 
the management board of 
the survey and is the cadre- 
controlling authority of the 
geoscientists 

As a result, hundieds of 
scientists have achieved 
none or one piomotion in 
then entile lile —a service 
length ranging upto 25 
years This is m stark con¬ 
trast to the service condi¬ 
tions ot any IAS officer 
who IS assured of at least 
three promotions in the 
first 17 years of his career 
Moreover the deliberate 
placement of an IAS offic¬ 
er as head of the personnel 


management section ot 
highly specialised organisa¬ 
tions like the Geological 
Survey, where every scien¬ 
tist IS a specialist in one 
field or the other under¬ 
mines the position of the 
latter. 

You deserve all credit for 
exposing the growing ill 
effects of the “babu pow¬ 
er” This will definitely 
help in raising the low 
morale of the best ot the 
scientific brains of the na¬ 
tion and m creating public 
opinion against a .system 
which IS grai'lually eroding 
the functional structuie of 
many a prestigious orga¬ 
nisation in the countiy 

1^. Bhattachar/e 0 , Shillong 
(Meghalaya) 

■ It IS true that I had gone 
into the room of Shri Gopi 
Arora on my way back 
after a Cabinet meeting as 1 
wanted to remind him ot an 
important mattei concern 
mg my ministry I did not 
ask for an appointment 
with him either at his lesi- 
dence oi in his office The 
humiliating conversation 
and behaviour reported to 
have taken place between 


me and Shri Arora as put in 
quotes by the story writer is 
totally false, concocted and 
mischievious This type of 
inventive journalism of fab¬ 
ricating falsehood to deni¬ 
grate a person in public life 
IS to say the least disgrace¬ 
ful. The journalist did not 
have even the elimentary 
courtesy to verify the facts 
with me before writing the 
scandalous part alluded to 
me 

Vaaant Sathe, MP, New Delhi 

■ The write-up was 
impressive. lealistic and 
comprehensive Gone are 
the days when the civil 
SCI vices could boast of 
honest, dedicated officers 
like late Girija .Shankai 
Bajpai.I, K Jha. K P ,S 
Menon etc Today IAS 
cadres seem to be more 
interested in power, money 
and all the paraphernalia of 
a pampered class than in 
the responsibility then job 
requires 

Unfortunately, today our 
bureaucracy consists of a 
bunch of oppurtunists 

Bhupen Bose, Calcutta (West 
Bengal) 




D*vi Lai: tocto PM 


Puppet on a 
string 

D evi Lai seems to be the 
(le fcicto PM in the new 
government, and V P 
.Singh, simply a piippel in 
his hands (I)cvi Lulands(>ii\ 
Fvi Lid. IK—24 March) It 
IS time oui Prime Munster 
did something to curb the 
whims of the Tau As a 
Piime Munster, it is Smgh's 
duty to exert himself and 
take deeisioiis mdepen- 
dently If he continues to 
be swayed b\ the Tau's 
pressuic tattiees. it won't 
be long before he finds 
himself out ot power 


Expose the 
culprits 


T his refers to the report 
on the leakage of ques¬ 
tion papeis at La Marti- 
niere for Girls (School for 
scandal. 1—7 April) Graev 
Abiaham is shouting her¬ 
self hoarse, but is not above 
repioach It is obligatory 
on the part 

ot the supervising examiner 
to report to the ICSE con¬ 
vener in case there is any 
irregularity in the examina¬ 
tion procedure If Abra¬ 
ham found that the seal of 
the question papers had 
been tampered with, she 
should have reported the 
matter to the convener im¬ 
mediately. What took her 
so long to take action? Her 
contention that the school's 
principal prevented her 
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from doing so is preposter¬ 
ous to say the least. The 
entire incident has been 
masterminded by a teacher 
who has set her eyes on the 
principal’s post She was 
aided in the incident by a 
small group of teachers 
^vho too would like the 
principal to resign It is 
time the detective depart¬ 
ment came up with the 
names of the guilty and 
cleared the name of the 
school 

SantI Oa$, Arup Chattar/ae, V. 
Waalf, Calcutta (Waal Bangal) 


Unfair 

allegations? 


I have come across your 
article on Bofors in Sun¬ 
day issue of May 6, 1990 
While giving the list of 
names under the heading 
The suspects, you have re¬ 
ferred the name of some 
Bhupinder Singh' as fol¬ 
lows- “Identity not con¬ 
firmed. Could be the for¬ 
mer STC chief." 

I read this with great 
anguish and pain This has 
caused me considerable 
agony and mental tension 
and has hurt me deeply, 
both personally and profes¬ 
sionally. Just by having a 
similar name of someone 
else, you cannot create a 
doubt in the minds of peo¬ 
ple and the society and 
cause damage to the repu¬ 
tation of a professional 
manager like me There are 
hundreds of ‘Bhupinder 
Singhs’ in India or may be 


even abroad. In STC itself, 
there were three persons 
with this name. Without 
any evidence of verifica¬ 
tion, logic or basis, you 
have pointed an accusing 
finger at me This is highly 
unethical, malicious, mis¬ 
conceived and false I must 
assert and categorically say 
that I have had nothing to 
do in any manner what¬ 
soever with Bofors arms 
sale to India and in tact 
hardly heard of this com¬ 
pany till the said con¬ 
troversy started appearing 
in the press a few years 
back. 

I took over as STC chair¬ 
man and managing director 
only on 28 December, 

1988 ,1 e. effectively from 
January, 1989 and re¬ 
mained in STC for a little 
over 11 months till 
18 12 1989. Before this I 
was in MMTC for 8 years. I 
have a total of 27 years' 
career span in private and 
public sector and am a self- 
made professional mana¬ 
ger, having come up in life 
through sheer dedication 
and hard work I belong to 
a very respectable, edu¬ 
cated and white-collared 
family where values ol life 
are most important In such 
a background, such base¬ 
less news Items hurt deeply 
and adversely affect the im¬ 
age in the socieiy. 

Bhupindar Singh, tormar 
chairman and m D, Stata 
Trading Corporation of India Ltd 
(STC) 

The CBl refused to part 
with any information about 
the list of suspects before 


SuNDA Y went to press. It 
now admits that a list of 
suspects was submitted but 
refuses to identify them or to 
state who the ‘Bhupinder 
Singh’ on the list is. Nor 
does it categorically deny 
that the former chairman of 
the STC is the Bhupinder 
Singh mentioned. 

In the circumstances, 
SuNDA Y noted "identity not 
confirmed. Could be the 
former STC chief." 

This seems to us to be 
fair. Andos the article 
noted, there is no pnma 
facie case against many of 
those listed as suspects. This 
includes the STC's Bhupin¬ 
der Singh. 

— Editor. 


Voice of 
success _ 

I was happy to learn that 
Amitabh Bachchan has 
redubbed for Agneepath 
{Spotlight, 15—21 April) 
Amitabh’s deep voice adds 
to his charisma The audi¬ 
ence IS enthralled by his 



Bachchan: ttia barttom 
tobacfc 


magnetic personality and 
his deep baritone 
Agneepath failed at the box 
office mainly bccau.se the 
f.udience couldn’t accept 
the superstar’s changed 
voice Thank god the bari¬ 
tone IS back. 

K5. Indira, Bhubanaawar 
(Orlaaa) 


The best bet 

K ewal 'Verma’s column 
(The third alternative, 
April 15—21), gives the 



L.K. Advanb aMa hndar 


nght perspective. The BJP 
is certainly emerging as an 
effective force in Indian 
politics. The Congress has 
lost its credibility, the Dal 
and its alliances have still 
not achieved unanimity on 
all issues and internal 
squabbles persist. Under 
these circumstances, the 
BJP stands apart due to its 
honesty. Any 
other party would have 
shamelessly joined the 
Congress to acquire power 
and run the government 
but the BJP seems to be 
different. Its leaders 
know what is good for the 
party as well as for the 
nation Besides, the calibre 
of its leaders is 
undoubtedly better than 
any other party and they 
boast of remarkable unity 
The hostile attitude of 
our not so friendly 
neighbour Pakistan, 
convinces us that the only 
effective force to combat 
the hollow shouting from 
across the border, and to 
silence it effectively is the 
BJP Under the 
circumstances the BJP 
seems U' be the electorates’ 
best bet. 

PrabhakarS. Haraota, tndora 
(Madhya Pradaah) 

In the article Rule of the 
babu (29 April—5 May) P. 
Umashanker, director of the 
Indian Institute of Public 
Administration was 
inadvertently referred to as 
a retired IAS officer He is a 
serving bureaucrat The 
error is regretted. 

— Editor. • 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


Holding a mirror 
to India 



India has more tilm- 
stars-turned- 
politicians than any 
other country in the 
world Three have 
been chief ministers 
of states, there are 
always at least four in Parliament and 
many more in Vidhan Sabhas “Film¬ 
star to politician a strange, retrograde 
metamorphosis. As if a buttenfly 
should turn into a caterpillar." writes 
I Allan Scaly, author of the epic 
Anglo-Indian novel The Trotter-nama 
in his work Hero (Penguin Viking) 
Allahabad born Sealy, now living in 
Dehra Dun does not admire politi 
cians Nor really filmstars He tries to 
explain the hold, matinee idols have 
over the populace He quotes Carl 
Sagan “The awe God inspires in man 
IS akin to the awe man inspires in a 
dog ” A filmstar is God, his (hamchas 
and people who worship him are dogs 
A Prime Minister or a chief minister is 
Cjod, their ministers and aspirants tor 
ministerial posts are dogs, "their ton¬ 
gues moist, their eyes shifting" Sealy 
reverses the Indian adage "Yatha 
Raja, tatha praja —as the ruler so his 
subjects—to Yatha Praja tatha Raja 
—such the people, thus the king We 
Indians being what we are (gullible) 
deserve the kinds of Prime Ministers, 
chief ministers and political leaders 
that we have ■ M.G. Ramachandran, 
N.T. Rama Rao, M Karunanidhi, 
Amitabh Bachchan. Vyjayanthimala, 
Jayalalitha, Shatrughan Sinha, Raj 
Bubbar etc 

Sealy begins his story in village 
Kottagode The village postman’s 
wife, Rangamma, has a son Ranga 
born under an auspicious star Ranga 
starts his career as an assistant to a 
cycle and scooter mechanic. Then he 
joins a circus to become a human 
canon-ball and falls in love with a 
silent, undemanding girl, Indu, who 
forms the apex of a human triangle ot 
three girls on one bicycle From the 
circus he moves on to the cinema. His 
tall figure and slight stoop, his deep 
bass voice and fluency in Dravidian 
languages and Hindustani, above all 


the infatuation of an established film¬ 
star whom he marries, launches him 
into stardom Ranga becomes the 
Hero in capital letters His adversary 
IS Nero; his script-writer (.Scaly) is 
Zero Hero stars in one blockbuster 
after another, at times appearing in 
ten different shootings in a day He 
knows that a filmstar is in tact a 
meteor which flashes across the sky 
for a brief moment or two and dies 
out “You don’t quit the movies, the 
movies quit vou,” he writes In one of 
the tight sequences. Hero is shot in the 
left eye but survives. He takes to 
wearing dark glasses and rightly con¬ 
cludes while a filmstar’s tenure is 
! brief, thcie is no age limit foi a 
politician .So he puts himselt up as a 
candidate m a by-election. has his film 
showing him as the god-teanng Raja 
Harish Chandra screened in all cine¬ 
mas of his constituency And wins 
hands down Recall the dark glasses 
I worn by M G Ramachandran and M 
j Kiirunanidhi, Amitabh Bachchan’s 
I accident on the sets and his winning at 
Allahabad and N T Rama Rao as 
Vishwamitra A bit of all this go into 
the making of Ranga as the Prime 
Minister of India From the tiny ham¬ 
let Kottagode, to the film metiopolis 
Bombay, to the political capital. New 
Delhi 

In a dialogue he has Ranga as the 
Prime Minister mouthing cliches 
which formed the repcitoire of our 
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past Prime Minister 

“Look what we’ve given the world” 
“Zero.’ I suggested 
He flared up, “What 
“Zero, the decimal system—the 
foundation of modern mathema¬ 
tics, science, technology ’’ 

“Oh yes, and Philosophy “ 

“The philosphv of zero “ 

On elections he has this to Suy 
“1'he moment the election was 
called It was every man for himself 
The hy-election had been a specta¬ 
cle. a sort of one-dav cricket match 
where the nation watches from the 
pavilion The Election C’ommis- 
sion, that genteel cricket board, 
watched helplessly as government 
vehiclc'i were used for campaign¬ 
ing, vats of election hooch were 
brewed, and rival jjaemdu gangs 
fought pitched battles In this elec¬ 
toral match. It 'was the sponsors 
who won, whatevei the scoreboard 
might read at the etui of the day 
The winners strode the field, but 
afterwards thc\ championed their 
jraymasters ’ 

The halcyon days of Ranga’s prime 
ministership do not List long 'Fhere is 
a succession of monsoon failures, 
mounting foremn debts and Cabinet 
colleagues betiav him. he shuffles 
them about People liccome lestive 
He sets up a mimsttv of truth (false 
propaganda), a ministry of laughter, a 
ministry of scieens He begins to 
harbour giand designs He moves into 
the Red Fort, holds darbars in the 
Diwan-i-Am, acquiies a harem of 
nubile women in the hope that one of 
them would produce a male heir to 
ensure a ■democratic” dynastic suc¬ 
cession Like Aurangzeb he bans 
music but like Alamgir his writ docs 
not run beyond his palace to Palam. 
And like many Mughal monarchs he is 
assassinated 

"Hern is a brilliant satire on present 
day India. As Sealy ruefully remarks 
on his way out to India chanting 
"Sarey Jahan Say acchcha Hindustan 
Hamaara" was written by Iqbal before 
he had seen the world • 
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Talcum powders can’t fight your 
prickly heat like Nycil can. 



Use NYCIL for quickest relief 

from prickly heat. 


Nycil IS a medicated powder, 
specially formulated to fight 
prickly heat at every stage, It 
immediately relieves that itchy 
feeling, and unlike talcum 
powders it fights infection and 
prevents the problem from 
getting worse 
Nycil It's the safest, surest 
way to relieve prickly heat 
1 Prevents excess perspiration 

2. Absorbs sweat 

3. Destroys odour-causing 
bacteria 

4. Soothes the skin 



1961 



SOUND 





RAVI mmnAF/THe jaeanw 



■ Persons shouting 
slogans or religious cries 
near places of worship in 
order to incite communal 
passions should be dealt 
with firmly. 

V.P. Singh, Prime 
Minister, alerting the states 
on riot threats 

■ The seat of 
Shankaracharya had 
always been respected by 
everyone but this 
government has broken 
aU traditions. But I am a 



anyone. 1 can only pray 
that better sense prevails 
in this government. 

SwAMI SwaROOPANANI), 
Shankaracharya of 
Dwarka and Jyotirpeeth 

■ If anything damaging 
appears against our 
government, we will 
simply beat up our 
journalists. 

Parendra Pratap Swain, 
Janata Dal MLA of 
Orissa 

■ 1 am willing to knock at 
even Mr Chidambaram’s 
door. 

Ajruf Mohammad Khan, 
Union civil aviation 
minister, on the important 
"missing’ file pertaining to 
the Airbus A320 deal 

■ That is a 

disinformation campaign. 
Aran (Nehru) is a very 
good Mend. We were 
mgether in the Congress. 
Here too, in the last three 
years, we have been 


together. Aran, Arif and 
myself. It is a sort of 
family friendship and 
association. 

Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed, Union home 
minister, on whether Arun 
Nehru is helping the home 
ministry from behind the 
scenes 

■ I never want to forget 
my bad days for they 
inspire me to do 
something for others like 
me. 

Laloo Prasad Yadav. 
Bihar chief minister 

■ Yes, I could have 
su^ested the ‘Raja Pepsi’ 
name but it never came to 
mind...lcould have 
suggested Bofors Pepsi 
also. 

Sharao Yadav, Union 
food processing minister, 
replying to N.K.P. Salve’s 
suggestion that 'Pepsi 
Lehren' could instead 
have the brand name ‘Raja 
Pepsi' 


■ 1 am prepared to meet 
Indian Prime Minister 
V.P. Singh any time to 
resolve the Kashmir issue 
through a dialogue. 

Benazir Bhutto, 

Pakistani Prime Minister 

■ Marriages happen 
every day. But a Rekha 
doesn’t happen every day. 
And when Rekha 
marries, it has to be in a 
special sort of way, like 
every other event in my 
life. 


Rekha, actress 
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COUNTERVIEW 


VINOD MEHTA 


Time to free Rushdie 


How long will the novelist languish and hope? 



Since 1 was poss¬ 
ibly the first jour¬ 
nalist in this coun¬ 
try to support the 
demand for the 
banninj; of The 
Satunu Verses, it 
IS not entirely in¬ 
appropriate tor 
me to now prop¬ 
ose that the time has come to revoke 
the fatwa of the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini and tree Salman Rushdie 
For a column writer tapping out his 
copy in Bombay there are possibly 
more pressing matters at hand than 
the fate of a fugitive writer However, 
watching Prannoy Roy’s The World 
This Week, which carried Rushdie’s 
crisp and clear voice during the course 
§f a BBC radio interview, reminded 
me of the desperate poignancy of his 
situation. Salman Rushdie, of course, 
IS not just another writer and The 
Satanu Verses is not just another 
book They are the stuff of history 
Hardly a day passes when we don’t see 
the novelist’s picture in print or read 
about the myriad controversies he has 
spawned. Alas, these have staled, 
courtesy, over-comment and angry 
rhetoric Therefore, hearing his voice, 
listening to him describe how he 
spends his day, what he misses, how 
he looks at the future, was a jolting 
j experience—and a chastening one 
I too 

I For a man who could be killed if he 
j went out to buy a packet of cigarettes, 
I Rushdie seemed remarkably com- 
I j'oscd and clear-headed. He claims 
1 tiiiit he tries to work a “normal” day; 

I he keeps a diary, he is half-way 
I (hnnigh a children’s book, a film 
sciipi ,md at any point of time has at 
least ihiee books to review. (A notice 
of Andiew Robinson’s biography of 
Satyapt Rav recently printed in this 
magazine shows how closely and sym¬ 
pathetically he follows Indian cine¬ 
ma.) In between, he gives interviews 
and writes extended pieces defending 
his novel and the artistic premises 
governing it. He is mu exactly idle and 
neither is he morose, but clearly he is 
very, very lonely, much more so in the 
past six months since his wife left him 


It IS impossible for anyone to im¬ 
agine the awful and terrifying agony of 
solitary confinement. You have 
jiolicemen, a telephone from which 
you can make a limited number of 
calls, and a television set That's all 
you have for company on the inside 
Outside, there is only bad news with 
fresh demands being made all the time 
that the falwa be quickly executed If 
any other man had been forced to live 
like this for l.S months, he wouki have 
surely gone mad But Rushdie re¬ 
mains supremely sane, even it he is a 
trifle less cocky 

Rushdie likes to see himsell as a 
symbol of knowledge fighting the 
forces of prejudice and ignorance, and 
insists that critics have misiead the 
book which he emphasi.ses is a work of 
his imagination It is not my purpose 


here to revive The Satanu Verses 
debate, or to examine the merits of all 
the selt-justificdtions Rushdie has 
issued I still hold that Muslims and 
secularists are justified in claiming 
that The Satanu Verses is a deeply 
offensive work I have, then, no 
second thoughts on the need for its 
suppression and I continue to believe 
that the Rajiv Gandhi government tor 
once behaved with great good sense 
when It banned the book Neverthe¬ 
less, the question to pose now is how 
long will the incarceration of Salman 
Rushdie lasf^ Indefinitely'' Or untiT 
such time that the internal power-play 
in Teheran is sorted out'' 

H owever outraged the sensitivities 
of the Ayatollahs, few intelligent 
observers deny that in Iran, The Sata- 


Salman RusMi*: fighting the forces of prejudice and igirarance 
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nic Verses has become a political 
football—one which Khomeini seized 
with alacrity to strengthen his own 
position as the true leader of the 
Muslims, and also to rescue the 
floundering Iranian revolution, after 
the disastrous war with Iraq The 
fatwa of death served Khomeini well, 
as it does his successors now 
Nonetheless, things have changed- 
President Rafsanjani has begun talk¬ 
ing to the great Satan, opening doors 
*o the West, influencing the release of 
vsesiern hostages held in Lebanon, 
even allowing music and dancing in 
Teheran. But on the Salman Rushdie 
question he remains unrelenting 
Why? 

It seems to me that since the spir¬ 
itual leaders of the revolution have set 
themselves up as the guardians and 
^rrotectors ot Islam world-wide, they 
will find It most inconvenient to even 
start talking about revoking the fa(wa 
Perhaps five or 10 years from now. 
when the revolution in Iran is abso¬ 
lutely secure, the plight ot the author 
could be put on then agenda But, in 
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The Satanic 
Verses has 
become a 
p<Mitical 
football. The 
fatwa o1 death 
served 

Khomeini well, 
as It does his 
successors 
now. It has been 
used to rescue 
the floundering 
Iranian 
revolution 


the meantime. Rushdie must languish 
and hope. 

There could be a quicker way 
Despite assertions to the contrary, 
pressure on Iran does work, especially 
it It is behind-the-scenes and if a carrot 
IS dangled at the other end The 
Americans, the French, the British 
have regular channels of communica¬ 
tion with Teheran, particularly with 
those elements in the Rafsanjani gov¬ 
ernment keen to end their country’s 
diplomatic isolation Unfortunately, 
for the West, the hostages, oil and 
arms sales arc high priority—not the 
fate of Salman Rushdie The West for 
all practical purposes has dumped 
him So, where is the lobbying on 
behalf of the beleaguered writer to 
come from'’ Why not Egypt'’ Why not 
the Muslims ot the United Kingdom 
And why not India ’ 

The raison d'etre of the campaign ‘ 
against The Satanic Verses was to warn , 
the ‘infidels' not to trivialise, debase | 
or insult another religion, especially i 
Islam That purpose has been served | 
Indeed, the ferocity of the agitation | 
against the book has sent shivers down j 
the spines of western liberals and I 
intellectuals, Freedom of expression is 
a phrase not heard over-much these 
days In that sense Iran can claim total 
victory But while Allah brooks no 
nonsense from blasphemers, he is also 
known to be merciful Now that he has 
been avenged, perhaps it is time for 
his people to be forgiving Assuming 
pardon is piodaimed trom Teheran, 
Rushdie could still fall prey to a 
I private bullet looking for private re¬ 
venge Thus, the author of The Satanic 
Verses will be a marked man foi the 
rest of his life Isn’t that enough 
long-term punishment (short-term ; 
punishment having already been ex- 
I tracted) for one, admittedly huge 
blunder’ 

Consider, too, the almost heroic 
dignity which Rushdie has displayed 
during confinement. He is a model 
prisoner even while furiously explor¬ 
ing all avenues to end his ordeal In 
the BBC interview, Rushdie confessed 
that he did not know what it was that 
I the Iranians wanted tti hear from him, 

! what docs he have to say or do to be 
forgiven’’ 

By any civilised standards, Rushdie 
has paid for his sins He has been 
vilified and abused He has lived in 
solitary confinement for over 15 
months and he has borne with forti¬ 
tude the idea of random execution 
Enough IS enough 


T he first thing to do is to prod and 
push the Iranians into revealing 
the terms of his release. Doubtless, 
the hardliners will insist that the au¬ 
thor grovel and beg for mercy, that all 
existing copies of the novel be made 
into a bonfire, and that Margaret 
Thatcher hand over the ‘cnminal’ .so 
that he can stand trial in Teheran. 
But, these are not conditions for his 
release, they are simply a ruse to 
prolong cruelty 

Sensible and fair terms ot release 
will inevitably involve some form of 
compromise—a compromise that will , 
allow both sides an honourable re¬ 
treat Indeed, Rushdie can be pre¬ 
vailed upon to do more than his share 
of compromising But, if the Ayatol¬ 
lahs insist on grinding him to the dust, 
then he too might harden his stand At 
the moment, he seems to be veering 
towards some kind of a formal apolo¬ 
gy and his publishers, who are fast 
abandoning plans for future editions 
m other languages, might tender some 
apology too. Fortunately, there are 
hardly any hardback copies left in the 
shops So even if the compromise 
involves recalling unsold stocks, that 
should not pose a big problem Mean¬ 
while, the framing of a mutually 
acceptable statement of regret is not 
beyond crafting from a man who ! 
makes a living fashioning words All 
that is required is that the spirit of 
compromise on both sides be genuine 
Rushdie has indicated that he is ready, 
only word from Iran is aw'aited 

We in India have a special responsi¬ 
bility to .Salman Rushdie and the book 
that got him into such deep waters 
The Bombay-boin author has alter all 
written magically about the land of his 
birth, India Indian experience and 
the subcontinent form a large part of 
his literary heritage However, our 
responsibility to him crosses national 
frontiers India was the first country to 
draw the world’s attention to the 
contents of The Satann Verses and 
India was the first country to ban it. 
Thus, It would be in the fitness of 
things, if we were the first country to 
ask for a truce 

And wouldn’t it be truly stirring if 
those Indian like myself who were in 
the forefront of the campaign against 
the book now come out openly and 
plead with the Iranians that the time 
has come to withdraw the fatwa, I 
would enthusiastically join such u 
campaign • 
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Swam! Swaroopanand 


t was billed as the first real test 
of the National Front govern¬ 
ment’s secular credentials On 7 
May, Swami Swaroopanand 
Saraswati, the Shankaracharya 
of Dwarkapeeth and Jyotirpeeth,was 
scheduled to lay afresh the foundation 
stone for a Ram temple at the dis¬ 
puted Babri Mas|id/ Ram Jan- 
mabhoomi site in Ayodhya Would 
the governments in New Delhi and 
Lucknow allow the ceremony to pro¬ 
ceed? 


IN GOD’S 
NAME? 


Or is it Rajiv’s? The Shankaracharya’s 
actions remain enigmatic 


- -Wl* 
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Answer No way On 30 April, the 
Uttar Pradesh administration arrested 
the Shan karacharya on the grounds of 
an “apprehension of alleged breach of 
peace” and on 6 May, it picked up Lai 
Das, the head pnest of the Ayodhva 
temple complex. 

By 7 May, the day the Shank¬ 
aracharya had designated as D-day, 10 
companies of the state armed consta¬ 
bulary and the Central Reserve l^ilice 
(CRP) had ringed the site to prevent 
any ceremony from taking place The 
area around the maryir/Zteinple was de¬ 
serted and few Hindus seemed to care 
that a major ceremony was being 


averted by the efforts of the adminis¬ 
tration 

Afterwards, w'hen the ceremony 
had been declared a “fiasco” by most 
of the national press, both UP chiet 
minister Mulayam Singh Yadav and 
Pnme Minister V P Singh could con¬ 
gratulate themselves that they had re¬ 
affirmed their secular credentials and 
prevented the foices of Hindu obscur 
antism from deepening the dispute 
over the temple 

T he reality, of course, was not that 
simple. To begin with, theie was 
the personality of the Shankaracharya 


1528: The first Mughal emperor, 
Zahir-ud-Din Babar, builds a 
mosque in Ayodhya, allegedly at a 
site where a temple to Ramchandraji 
stood In subsequent years, Hindus 
launch 76 movements to liberate the 
shrine 

1855: A Hindu-Muslim clash over 
the site leaves 75 dead Local Hindu 
and Muslim leaders resolve the 
dispute by erecting a wall and 
deciding that members of the two 
corniminities will hold prayers at 
different times of the day 
3 MARCH, 1951: A civil judge of 
Fai/abad reverses an earlier court 
ruling allowing Hindus unfettered 
rights to olfei prayers and hold 
darshatv, But in view of the tension, 
the shime is closed to both 
communities 

APRIL 1955: Unrestricted rights 
of Hindus aie upheld by a High 
Court tuling on a petition 
challenging the BfSl ordei 


1983: Tension builds up over the 
Ram Janmabhoomi issue as the VHP 
starts Its ekatmata vagna 
SEPTEMBER 1984: The Ram 

Janmabhoomi mukti yagna starts 
On 7 .September, nearly a lakh bathe 
in the Sarju river at Ayodhya and 
vow to liberate the Ram 
Janmabhoomi. 

OCTOBER 1984: Some Hindu 
organisations lead a big procession 
from Ayodhya to Lucknow 
1 FEBRUARY, 1986: The 

original suit of 1951 is dismissed by a 
district court and the locks of the 
shnne are ordered open Violence 
breaks out and crufew is declared in 
the walled city of Delhi after a 
special programme at the Jama 
Masjid Riots later break out in 
Sehore. MP and Kashmir, over the 
issue of the reopening of the shnne 
JULY 1986: Home minister Buta 
Singh assures the Lok Sabha that the 
problem will be resolved 


22 DECEMBER, 1986: The 

all-India Babn Masjid Action 
Committee (BMAC) exhorts 
Muslims to boycott Republic Day, 
1987 

30 MARCH, 1987: The biggest 
post-Independence rally of Muslims 
IS held in Delhi on the Ram 
Janmabhoomi Babn Masjid issue. 
Syed Shahabuddin says he wants a 
return to the status quo ante before 










PoHcwnwi giiard the road to tlw Bhriiw on th* day of ttM proposed sMtofijw*: 
toiqih moaaures 


Swaroopanand’s followers court 
arrest: poor turnout 

^iiimself While he likes to project him¬ 
self as a Hindu revivalist bent on pre¬ 
serving the glorious tranditions of 
Ram from being trampled on by 
heathen minorities and a secular state, 
his detractors consistently portray him 
as a Congress stooge 
Certainly, he has very little to do 
with the Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
(VHP) which has, so far, been fighting 
for the construction of a temple in 
Ayodhya The VHP had close links 
with the Bharatiya Janata Party 


(BJP), one of the National Front’s 
supporters, and had threatened to 
launch its own temple-construction 
programme on 14 February. V P 
Singh wnggled out of that potentially 
explosive situation by convincing the 
BJP—^which, in turn, convinced the 
VHP—that in the light of the tense 
situation on the borders, it made no 
sense to rake up the Ram Jan- 
mabhoomi issue now The VHP then 
declared that the Raja had four 
months to make up his mind before it 


resumed its agitation. 

The Shankaracharya's move was 
widely interpreted as an attempt to 
force the VlJP’s hand. While Con¬ 
gressmen deny that the Swami is one 
of them, he himself has no compunc¬ 
tions about loudly declaring his loyalty 
to Rajiv Gandhi. (“After all, didn’t 
the [first] shilanyas take place during 
his time'^” he asked an interviewer.) 
The way the VHP saw it, the Congres- 
s(I) had put the Shankaracharya up to 
re-openmg the issue to embarrass the 



19 MAY, 1987: Week-long 
noting in Meerut starts, leaving at 
least 50 dead and many injured 
JULY 1988: Muslim organisations 
begin to mobilise volunteers to 
march to Ayodhya. 

14 OCTOBER, 1988: Muslim 
leaders exhort their followers to turn 
the march into a “manifestation of 
solidanty against chauvinism”. 
NOVEMBER 1988: The BMAC 
splits after five of its ten members, 
including the Shahi Imam of Jama 
Masjid, decide to hold a meeting to 
“determine the Muslim stand”. 
APRIL 1989: Atal Behari 
Vajpayee tells a massive RSS rally 
that a legal solution to the crisis will 
not do. The Hindus will settle for 
nothing short of possession of the 
shrine. 

MAY 1989: Buta Singh assures the 
Lok Sabha that he will resolve the 
dispute with the help of leaders from 
both communities. 


JUNE 1989: Tension mounts m 
Ayodhya as the first lot of bncks for 
the shilanyas to be held by the VHP 
arrives 

JULY 1989: A division bench of 
the Allahabad High Court m 
Lucknow authorises the transfer of 
all cases from a Faizabad district 
court to the High Court 
9 NOVEMBER, 1989: The VHP 
successfully holds its shilanyas at 
Ayodhya after the Congress(I) 
sudd enly grants permission. 
FEBRUARY 1990: V.P. Singh 
asks for, and is given, four months 
time to settle the dispute 
amicably—according to the Janata 
Dal election manifesto. 

MAY 1990: The pr&-Congress(I) 
Shankaracharya Swaroopanand 
Saraswati is arrested by the Janata 
Dal government of Uttar Pradesh 
after he attempts to march to 
Ayodhya to hold a second shilanyas 
ceremony for the Ram temple. 









VHP. Because the VHP is committed 
to the BJP which, in turn, is commit¬ 
ted to keeping the National Front in 
office, it cannot display the kind of 
fervour it did last year. But with the 
Congress(I) in Opposition, the Shank- 
aracharya suffers from no such con¬ 
straint 

It is significant that when the Swami 
was arrested, only Vijayaraje Scindia, 
the most rabid of the BJP’s leadership, 
openly expressed her regrets At the 
BJP’s mammoth New Delhi rally, 
L K Advani ignoicd the issue and 
while A B Vajpayee said that the 
Shankaracharya should not have been 
arrested, he hastened to add that he 
shouldn’t have followed this course of 
action either. 

So. for both V P Singh and 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, the opportun¬ 
ity to arrest the Swami and to toil his 
shilanyas was—literally—a godsend 
On the one hand, they could demons¬ 
trate their secular credentials and on 
the other, they could gleefully sabot¬ 
age the Congress(I)’s attempt to get 
some mileage out of the Ram Jan- 
mabhoomi controversy 

AJ^hy did the Shankaracharya's 
Ww attempt to carry out a second 
shilanyas fail when the one sponsored 
by the VHP in November 19K9 was 
such a success’’ "The Shankaracharya 
has no organisation that can match the 
strength and resources of the VHP It 
IS all very well to claim that he has the 
support of many leaading mahants and 
sadhus But can he hope to match the 
cadres of the VJIP and the Ftajrang 
Dal and the mass contacts of commit¬ 
ted BJP and RSS workers?” asks a 
Faizabad journalist 

“The mahants lead comfortable 
lives in their houses and have little to 
do with the common people," says the 
scribe, explaining why they have vir¬ 
tually no influence over the people. 
Ram Chander Das Parmahans of the 
Ram Janniabhoomi Mukti Yagiia 
Sainiti feels that the very factors that 
the Shankaracharya’s followers have 
been claiming as his “strengths”—the 
fact that his organisation is purely reli¬ 
gious, has no “political links” and is 
untainted by charges of communal 
violence--are what make him seem 
detached and unconcerned and 
account for hts alienation from the 
people Being politically neutral is not 
the same as being callous Apart from 
a ten-day tnp to Ayodhya m March 
this year, the Shankaracharya had not 
visited the place again “So how on 
earth could he hope to conduct as 


Handled correctly, 
the Shankaracharya 
could prove to be a 
formidable opponent for 
the VHP. His arrest has 
given him national 
prominence and a 
measure of credibility 


elaborate a programme as the shdany- 
as'^" asks a journalist “He should 
have used all this time to intensify his 
base and resources ” 

Another factor that led to the fai¬ 
lure of the Shankaracharya's program- 


I me was the fact that he had not prop- 
I erly chalked out a plan The basic 
1 logistics of the shilanyas had not been 
j worked out The Shankaracharya had 
I no bluepnnt of the proposed temple 
I To make matters worse, his disci- 
I pies issued contradictory statements 
I on whether they would abide by the 
court’s verdict on the contentious 
' shrine And the Shankaracharya made 
i no attempts to collect funds, leaving 
the exercise to "God's will”, unlike 
the more pragmatic VHP 

B ut has the National Front regime 
played its cards as well as it 
; should have’’ One view is that it has 
j only succeeded in raising the .Shank¬ 
aracharya to greater prominence 
i In Avodhya at least, the Shank- 
i aracharya's camp represents a real 
1 alternative for those who are fed up 
with the VHP C’ertainly, the VHP has 
i the support of nearly everybody who 


Shilanyas? What shilanyas? 


They caused more of a stir in the papers 
than in Ayodhya 


O n 7 May, the day the Shank¬ 
aracharya of Dwarkapeeth 
and Jyotirpeeth, Swami Swar- 
oopanand Sara.swati, was planning 
to lay afresh the foundation stone 
for the envisaged Ram temple at 
the disputed site, the twin towns of 
Faizabad and Ayodhya presented 
contrasting pictures, The predomi¬ 
nant mood m Faizabad was one of 
nonchalance. “I didn’t even know 
such a function was going to take 
place until I heard of it in the 
national news on TV last night,” 
said a professor of a local college. 
“This perhaps typifies the reaction 
of the average Hindu, who is rather 
detached from the whole issue. But 
the feelings among the Muslims are 
different. They know when the 
ceremony was supposed to take 
place, who was overseeing it, how 
many people were expected to 
attend,” said Shri Krishna Singh, 
the editor of a left-leaning local 
daily, Hum Aap. 

But the Shankaracharya’s arrest 
and the tight security anangements 
in Ayodhya instilled a modicum of 
confidence in the Muslims of Taiza- 


bad 

Ayodhya seemed to be under an 
undeclared curfew. The lanes lead¬ 
ing to the disputed shrine were de¬ 
serted and visitors were debarred 
from entering the place. The nor¬ 
mally aggressive members of rite 
VHP kept a low profile and were 
nowhere in sight on that day. “We 
wanted to leave nothing .to 
chance,” said a district official. 
“What if Lai Das or anybody else 
for that matter had entered the 
sanctum sanctorum and had simply 
placed some harmless-looking 
stones and pebbles and chanted an 
appropriate mantra and then de¬ 
clared that the shilanyas was over? 
These people are capable of apy- , 
thing." 

But now, it se^s as if the .1^ 
administration acted 
zealously, ovea'-estimating pethaps 
the strong of the Shartkaiadwrya ' 
and his followers. In fiut, llie 
emment’s actions have resuhhd)» : 
much pubUeity for the 
araebarya, who does not ^ve" 
modi of a following in AyotSbytu 
“His anest has made the 
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counts in the temples of the Avodhya 
region 

The Shankaracharya represents an 
ideal option for those ignored bv the 
VHP because his religious credentials 
are impeccable For most Hindus he 
iS a much revered figure who heads 
two seats of leligious authority 
(panihsj —the Dwarkapeeth and 
the J\otirp;eth 

Bom Pothirani llpadha\a\i was 
liorn in it Dighouii sillagc m the 
Scorn district of Madhya Piadesh Me 
liniied an a'~htam at Varanasi when he 
w s onl\ 12 In B)42 he participated 
m the Unit Indi i movement and was 
) iiled foi nine months In 19SO he was 
initnted into the isctlie order b\ 
Brahmiiiindi Saiaswati the then 
Sli ink iraeh irva of Jvotirpeeth 
¥ It ilso helps his eredibilitv th it the 
Sw imi combines leligious letivities 


aracharva a hero,” boasted Sita 
Ram Saran, custodian of the 
Lakshman Killa temple in 
Ayodhya and president of the local 
unit of the Ram Janmabhoomi 
Punarudhar Samiti and also the 
Shankarachaiya’s nght-hand man 

Saran and the othei disciples of 
the Shankaracharya, however 
come off badly Even as the Shank* 
aracharya defiantly proclaimed 
from captivity at Chunar Fort in 
Mirzapur district that the shilanyas 
would take place and that his sup- 
porters would court arrest in 

* thousands, only 126 of them gave 
themselves up to the police on 6 
and 7 May Most of them had come 
from Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh 
and West Bengal And the Shank- 
aracharya’s two trusted lieutenants 
ul Ayodhya—-Sita Ram Saran and 
Mahant Madhavacharya—weren’t 
among them 

Most amusing was the sight of 
Ram Ashray Das of the Chowburji 
temple, who had publicly 
threatened to immolate himself on 
the evening of 7 May if the Shank* 
iiracharya and his assoaates were 
not released by then That morn¬ 
ing, Ram Ashray Das rode around 
Ay^hya on horseback on a mis¬ 
sion to “a.vyaken the Hindus and 
tell them of the injustices being 
heaped on the seer”. Eventually, 

‘ he hOad^ fdr die police station 

* where, of course, he was arrested 


with a missionary zeal and runs two 
welfare centres at Chaibasa in Bihar 
and Narsinghpur in Madhya Pradesh 
(He also claims to reconvert' those 
who have been converted to Christ¬ 
ianity ) 

This makes him—in the long run—a 
formidable opponent for the VHP 
should his political sponsors handle 
him correctly And while the shilanyas 
ceremony ended up being a fiasco his 
anc t gave him national prominence 
and a measure of credibility 

A ll this of course is quite c\meal 
RcgaIdlc^s of whcthei it is Rapv 
Gandhi s nominee who stirs up trou 
hie or whether it is I K Advani s 


and prevented from implementing 
his “threat” To save face, he later 
denied he had ever threatened to 
immolate himself and claimed that 
such rumours were part of the 
‘ mischievous propaganda being 
earned out by the VHP against us” 

The Shankaracharya does not 
command much of a following in 
Ayodhya was also proved by the 
fact that the temples there were not 
shut in ‘ protest” on 7 May as de¬ 
clared earlier Nor did anyone go 
on fast Admitted a follower of the 
Shan!aracharya, “For appear¬ 
ance’s sake, we did not host the 
regula" community feasts, but pri¬ 
vately, all of us had our routine 
meals” Pnests from the Hanumah 
Garhi temple, one of the biggest in 
Ayodhya, who had promised to 
join the agitators, also chickened 
out 

All Ul all, the proposed agnation 
turned out to be a damp squib 


protege who create the problems, the 
fact remains that the Ram Jan¬ 
mabhoomi issue IS a time bomb ticking 
away in the background 
V P Singh s approach so far has 
been to first buy time and then to 
prevent the Shankaracharya from hi¬ 
jacking the issue This makes a certain 
amount of political sense in the short 
term but brings us no nearer a solu¬ 
tion 

Mulayam Singh Yadav has repe¬ 
atedly asserted that no religious head 
IS above the law Bv that reckoning 
he should lock up the VIIPs sadhus 
\ and rabble lousers onct that agitation 
gets going And li he is to be consis 
1 tent then he should post another 1* 


Swami Swaroopanand's supportara 
with sacred bricks: unsuccessful 
venture 

companies of armed policemen 
around the siic to prove ni inv VHP 
inspected ceremonies from getting 
under wa> 

But can he affoid to do that' It is all 
very well to dismiss the Shank- 
aiach II va as a C ongress stooge and to 
display his scalp as prool of a secular 
polity but can the National 1 lont get 
away with adopting the same attitude 
to the VHP’ 

One view is that V P Singh believes 
It can and that when it comes to the 
crunch he will tell the BJP where to 
get off This may not happen but if it 
does It raises another interesting pos¬ 
sibility what if the Shankaracharya 
and the VHP join hands’ Already, 
both sides have had tentative contact 

Whichever way you look at it Ram 
Janmabhoomi is set to explode within 
a few months • 

RatlMka Ranmamahml Lucknow and 
Ayodhya 
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Time ' bound pnigrammt to 
provide potabk water in each 
and every vlUafie tncludinfi 
drought - prone areas within two 
yeara. at an eatimated coat of 
^ 264crorea ___ 


New labour policy In the olhng 
Unemployed mill workera to be 
provided with altmiaUve 
employment within atx montha, 
And as many as 25.000job 
npportunliles to be generated ' 

within alx montha 
Uical youths of Gujarat to get ’ 
pnoiity In einploynumt in the 
Slate owned and Centrally < 

owned public aector enteir^aes 
I-tetlhng Government employees < 
will get provident Kind gratuity 
and pension within one month of 
tlieir retirement 

' ComprehenHivc measures to gear 
up administration 

I Stem measures against corrupt 
CQiplovees ai^d officials 


Cwnprehensivc meaturea to ^ 
provide remunerative prices to 
agrtcutturlata for dielr produce 


FVovlaiona to enable 
agrlcuUunsU to procure land at 
ronvetilent place 
Onlona wiU be purchased at 
remunerative prtce of Rs 70 per 
quintal 

Debt relief upto Ra lOOOOlo 
small and marginal fanners 
Recovery of 12 percent in plarv 
of 24 percent penal interest from 
agrirulturiata on dues 
State Oovernment to purchaae 
Isabgul and Chlkorl 
Irrigation protection guaranteed 
fiM* Kharir crop 

Animal Husbandry unlveralty to 
be aet up In the State 
Plaheriea College to be started in 


Loans upto Rs three lakhs to 
Scheduled caste students 
Intending to puraue higher 
studies in fbreljpi countries 
Committee to review am! dlapoae 
of loan apjrilcaltona of weaker 
sections 


Three modem training centres to 
be esUUished. at Ridkot, 
Ri^ptpla and Devgadn Barla to 
coach budding sponsmrn 
incentives lor encouraging 
cultural acUvtUes 
Academies to be made 


Mid - day meal scheme to be 
revainprt, diet to be provided to 
atudenu m a way m as not to 
adversely affect thdr education 














































Cops and reporters 

The police fail to block Newstrack 


P ublicity has its price. When the 
crew of Newstrack followed a 
police party during a raid on 
hookers in Delhi’s C>.B Road, deputy 
commissioner of police (DCP). crime, 
Amodh Kanth didn’t seem to object 
He had hardly expected them to pro¬ 
duce a film that would disgrace the 
police But that is exactly what they 
did—and got away 
The police had conducted the raid 
with the aim ot rescuing children from 
the clutches of pimps and prostitutes 
In the process, they acted tough, while 
the Newstrack cameras were rolling. 


remand homes 

So far so good But during the 
course of the raid, the Newstrack crew 
found the police mistreating the very 
children they were meant to rescue 
Realising that the public relations 
exercise had boomeranged on the 
police, the DCP (crime) began trying 
to have the film censored 

The idea of the raid originated with 
a petition filed by a lawyer named 
Vishaljit He had met Delhi police 
commissioner Vijay Karan and told 
him that he had filed a petition in the 
Supreme Court, challenging the sale 


' The crew was excited about getting a and purchase of human beings Karan 


good story on police cruelty But when marked t 
the film was ready and the police saw structed f 
what was in it, they asked the Censoi take actio 
Board to ordci the deletion of the before the 
story on the children of prostitutes, were cor 
The Censor Board obliged But News- Marg (the 
track challenged the order be- and it w; 

fore the Film Certifica-ji-- 

tion Appellate Tribunal z * 

The story was finally^ 

passed with minor 

changes The police had 

lost a battle they had 

never wished to fight 

clared that nowhere 

were the children of the ’ 

prostitutes shown in a Ae«ldlirtiigtak«n«w»y 

manner that they could ft«ma«roiWlnQ.B. 
be identified The film- Road : but many 
makers had com^ilied ottwrawaittoba 
with the Supreme Court raacusd; DCP Amodh 
order in the case—they Kwith: a PR axarctea 
had concealed the thatbackflrod 
identity of the child- ——— 
ren to prevent social ignominy— neglected 
and there was nothing illegal about the sub-huma 
film. If the Delhi police didn’t like it. They wen 
they had to lump it. Newstrack was tion at a ti 
jubilant. 


marked the letter to Kanth and in¬ 
structed him to contact Vishaljil and 
take action Says Kanth in a petition 
before the Supreme Court, “Enquiries 
were conducted in Shradha Nand 
Marg (the other name of G B Road) 
and it was found that hundreds of 


graphers who had also turned up were 
disappointed that they “weren’t able 
to take pictures ’ 

“We took away 111 children—79 
girls and 32 boys,” Kanth says. “Only 
17 seemed to have some kind of 
parental claim and 94 didn't have any 
at all." The children had been brought 
to the brothels from different parts of 
the country The police picked the.m 
up because they appeared to be 
minors. But government doctors were 
requested to ascertain their age. find | 
out if they had been sexually abused 
or physically assaulted and whether 
they suffered from venereal diseases 
or AIDS 

The police claim that after this, 
pressure was built up by the prosti¬ 
tutes, pimps and procurers—number¬ 
ing about 10,(K)0-—for the release of 
the children. Kanth adds. “A section 
of the media also criticised the action 



On 4 March this year, Newstrack 
had sent its crew to cover a unique 
raid on brothels in G B Road by the 
police and social workers The raid 
was conducted with the aim of picking 
up children in the area and putting 
them in a remand home. The idea was 
to enforce the Juvenile Justice Act, 
which makes it their duty to put all 
children found in red-Iight areas in 


neglected children were living under 
sub-human conditions in the brothels. 
They were being forced into prostitu¬ 
tion at a tender age” 

Finally, on 15 March, 1990, a team 
of 42 women police officers, three 
assistant commissioners of police, nine 
inspectors and social workers who had 
been working with juveniles stormed 
the brothels. “Utmost precaution was 
taken to ensure that the interest of the 
children was not harmed,” Kanth 
says. A large crowd of people col¬ 
lected to witness the raid. The News- 
track crew was there Press photo¬ 


and misinformed the public, besides 
publishing photographs, etc." 

However, Amodh Kanth claims 
that the police did not mistreat the 
children during the raid The police 
maintain that Newstrack's shots of 
policemen “mistreating” the children 
were based on a misinterpretation of 
what the police had set out to do. If in 
the process of rescuing the children, 
they had to use force, it was merely 
because it was unavoidable But now 
that IS for Newstrack's viewers to 
judge, • 

Nlmul MItrm/Nmw Dvtttl 
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NEWSWATCH 


Might is right 

India's handling of Kashmir draws criticism in the western media 


"Cynicism and an overbearing arro¬ 
gance have been the hallmarks of 
India’s treatment of Kashmir " 

—The Independent 

“The chronic instabilitv since 1947 has 
been largely the fault of India It has 
too often acted as a regional bully 
driving Its neighbours to seek alliances 
with countries hostile to it, and then 
taking umbrage at such presumption 
—The Daily Telegraph 

"(Ip to 10,000 refugees have crossed 
into the Pakistan side They complain 
of Indian brutality, of curfews so 
severe that people run short of food 
and water in their own homes. The 
Indians have totally shut off their part 
of Kashmir, but it's clear they’ve lost 
the hearts and minds of the Muslim 
majority This has the hallmarks of a 
popular uprising ” 

—Brian Barron, BBC News 

A s far as the Brit¬ 
ish media are 
concerned, there 
IS only one villain in the 
current fracas over 
Kashmir valley India. 

And the Pakistani gov¬ 
ernment's public rela¬ 
tions exercise—with 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto giving numerous 
interviews to western 
correspondents blaming 
India for the mess, and 
flying press people to 
Pakistan Occupied 
Kashmir (POK)—only 
strengthens this im¬ 
pression 

Most reports on the 
current dispute appear¬ 
ing in Britain are un¬ 
favourable to New De¬ 
lhi. Take Brian Barron’s 
telecasts on the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC), for instance. 
“Pakistani army generals I’ve met 
believe anothei war with India over 
territory is inevitable." says Brian, 
while Pak soldiers are filmed against 
the bleak snows of POK, shouting 
"jehad" at the camera 


“An unknown number of Kashmiri 
guerrillas are being trained here in 
Pakistan,’’ continues Barron “To the 
Indians, they arc terrorists, to Pakis¬ 
tan. Muslim heroes battling oppres¬ 
sion. But with Pakistan itself refusing 
to act as foster mother to yet another 
Islamic uprising the Kashmiri dissi¬ 
dents’ best hope for aid lies with 
oil-rich Saudi Arabia and Revolution¬ 
ary Iran I understand funds from both 
the countries are being channelled 
through a fundamentalist group here 
with the full knowledge ot the Pakista¬ 
ni authonties " 

Some of the information lontained 
in the report only seems to prove 
India’s point- that Pakistan is training 
Kashmiri militants with a view to 
create trouble across the border 
According to Barron "We found evi¬ 
dence that Kashmiri refugees are 
already arming themselves The 
KLF—Kashmir Liberation Front— 


arms bazaar The clandestine training 
of Kashmiri guerrillas on the Pakistani 
side seems well underway. These men 
(on camera) are from the KLF Their 
revolutionary anthem is called Kalash¬ 
nikov, after the deadly assault rifle 
The aim of such fundamentalists is 
nothing les.s than their own indepen- 


bought these machine guns (on 
cameia) a fortnight ago m a Pakistani 
dent state. ” 

While Indian diplomats gleefully 
quote such reports as evidence of 
Pakistani complicity on terrorist train¬ 
ing, the British press has adopted the 
concept ot the "independent state’’ as 
a cause celebre A UN-sponsored ple¬ 
biscite is generally regarded as the 
most attractive option The Indv/ien- 
dent, lor example, editorialised “If he 
IS to avoid further bloodshed, V P 
Singh should be wise enough to . ac¬ 
cept that the only lasting solution to 
the Kashmir problem is one that takes 
into account the wishes of its inhabi¬ 
tants ” 

The editorial brought a flood of 
letters, including one from Kuldip 
Nayar. the Indian high commissioner 
in London Nayar clarified that a 
plebiscite had not been demanded by 
the United Nations On the 
contrary, the then Indi¬ 
an Prime Minister Jawa- 
harlal Nehru had un¬ 
ilaterally made this 
offer, m consultation 
with Lord Mountbatten 
Nayar accused Pakistan 
of making “strenuous 
and sustained efforts ’ to 
internationalise the 
Kashmir issue, saying 
that the country’s en¬ 
voys had “spread out 
across the world in an 
attempt to raise the 
issue in a variety of in¬ 
ternational forums" 

But the Nayar letter— 
strong though it was— 
only constituted an offi¬ 
cial defence of India’s 
position The western 
media continued to re¬ 
port adversely on the 
imposition of curfew in Kashmir and 
the house-to-house arrests. And 
the overriding impression 
of India remained that of a country 
which was holding on to a state by 
force; a state which was never its own 
to begin with. • 

Shrmbani BMu/Londoa 



MHItary itiwi pitrallins the streeto of Kashmir: battling 
‘Muslim horoM'? 
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F or the entire month of April 
this year, Indian RAW 
agents in New York and 
Washington DC were busy 
tailing a gnarled, bespecta¬ 
cled South ALsian. The man could not 
have looked more harmless with his 
professorial air, slight limp, and a 
lined, tired face. But the RAW men 
would not let up. They shadowed him 
till ithe day this man drove to ; 
the John F.Kennedy airport and quiet¬ 
ly took a flight to Amsterdam. If the 
RAW'men could have had their way, 
they would have handcuffed him and 
put him on the earliest Air India flight 
to New Delhi. But in the United 
States, the RAW men were more than 
a little circumscribed: they could hard¬ 
ly go around arresting a person who 
had entered the country legally. Even 
if the person happened to be one of 
the most wanted terrorists in India. 

The man who got away was none 
other than Amanullah Khan, 55, 
chairman of the terrorist outfit called 
the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLF). While in the United 
States, Khan had addressed press con¬ 
ferences, given interviews and un¬ 
abashedly declared that his organisa¬ 
tion’s murderous activities in Indian 
Kashmir were fully justified. “Every¬ 
thing is justified in war and love,” he 
told a Washington-based journalist. In 
another interview to a local Indian 
paper in New York, he had said 
“\^y shouldn't a vice chancellor be 
killed? Why should V P. Singh not be 
killed? Why should Rajiv Gandhi not 
be killed? We will not hesitate if it 
comes to that.” 

Khan, while m New York, had 
announced the killings of Islamic scho¬ 
lar Professor Mushtr-ul-Haq and the 
Hindustan Machine Tools (HMT) 
general manager H L Khera a day 
before their actual execution by JKLIf 
terrorists in Srinagar. Khan’s 
announcement was, in a sense, a sig¬ 
nal to the ‘boys’ in Srinagar. “He was 
actually preaching the killing of Indian 
heads of states and other innocent per¬ 
sons at press conferences,” says an 
outraged spokesman of the Indian 
ministry of external affairs (MEA), 
Aftab Seth. “The United Nations’ pre¬ 
mises and the Washington press club 
were used for preaching terrorism and 
we were naturally outraged and told 
the US government so,” adds Seth. 

Initially, the US government had 
not been terribly responsive to the 
Indian government’s demand for 
Khan’s extradition. The Indian 
embassy in Washington was informed 
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that Khan, a Pakistani passport hol¬ 
der, had a valid five-year, multi-entry 
visa, and had not broken any US law. 
When Indian diplomats pointed out 
that Khan was chairman of the JKLF, 
an organisation listed as a terrorist 
outfit by the US government, the US 
state department replied that it did not 
have any evidence of his direct in¬ 
volvement in any terrorist activities 
That changed when the munsif magis¬ 
trate of Jammu issued an extradition 
warrant against the terrorist leader for 
ordering the killing of four Indian air 
force officers and the director of the 

Srinagar Doordarshan - 

centre, Lassa Koul. The 
Jammu magistrate 
argued that Khan had to 
be tried in India and 
should be deported from 
the United States. The 
order was based on the 
confessions of a JKLF 
‘area commander’. Sho- 
kat Bakshi, who was 
arrested by Indian 
security personnel 
“When the Americans 
realised what Amanul- 
lah was really up to, 
they were appalled,” 
says Aftab Seth. The 
Americans then set in 
motion legal processes 
to have Khan extra¬ 
dited. But before Khan 
could be tried in the Un¬ 
ited States, he took off 
for Holland. It was an 
amazing escape and eli¬ 
cited a philosophical 
parting shot from Ama- 
nullah: “I am used to 
getting deported.” 

A manullah Khan 
was, of course, re¬ 
ferring to his deporta¬ 
tion from Britain four 
years ago—an event that 
revokes great bitterness. 

“I got shunted out pf 
England because of 
India,” he had told Sunday during an 
interview in Muzaffarbad, the capital 
of Pakistan Occupied Kashmir 
(POK). Khan had moved to London 
in 1976 and had become chairman of 
the publicity board of the ‘Plebiscite 
Front’, an organisation floated by 
Kashmiii exiles in Britain “People Jill 
over th«i world had forgotten the Kash 
mir issde and I began to project the 
real facts from an independent Kash 
tniri’s point of view,” he recalls. The 


Indian government, Khan believes, j 
got alarmed at his success and began 
pressuring the British government. 

“The Thatcher government made a 
deal with the Indians,” he says. “The 
Indian government said it would buy 
Westland helicopters if the British 
government banned the JKLF and de¬ 
ported me. And a nation of petty 
shopkeepers agreed to this sinister 
bargain,” says a bitter Amanullah. 
That seems to have been the begin¬ 
ning of Khan’s sad saga. He retells the 
story of his ouster from Britain and it 
IS best narrated in his own words: 







“My harassment started when I was 
arrested by the British police on flimsy 
grounds. They kept me in the lock-up 
for two days but had no evidence to 
charge me. Finally, they discovered 
some chemicals and pesticides in my 
house and claimed that this material 
was being used by me to produce ex¬ 
plosives The British police, which is 
otherwise famous for its fair play, on 
that occasion acted like the Pakistani 
or Indian police and fabricated a 
story. They arrested a friend of mine 
and recovered two old Pakistani pass¬ 
ports and two British passports 
. from him and put them 
I in my bag and accused 
I me of trading in forged 
Ipassports. When the 
I matter was raised in the 
s British Parliament, the 
charges had to be 
dropped 

“But for nine long 
months, justice was de¬ 
nied to me. I was kept 
under remand for nine 
months by a country 
that prides itself in up¬ 
holding the rule of law; I 
was treated like a terror¬ 
ist, kept in solitary con- 
hnement. I was finally 
acquitted by the court 
on 23 September, 1986. 
But within three mi¬ 
nutes of my acquittal, a 
pre-signed deportation 
order was served on me 
and I was sent back to 
prison. The British gov¬ 
ernment had already de- 
cided that if I was ac¬ 
quitted, I would be ac¬ 
quitted. I was kept for 
another three months at 
the notorious Brixton 
prison and on 16 De¬ 
cember, 1986, I was 
escorted to the airport 
and forced into an ur- 
craft bound for Karachi. 
The Government of In¬ 
dia had tried to get me 
to India but at the last moment 
my friends approached the courts and 
stayed my deportation to India.” 

H is life story begins at a small ham¬ 
let in the rugg^ valleys of Gilgit, 
where his father was a revenue officer. 
At the age of five, he was packed ott 
to PanpuT, a picturesque spot in the 
Srinagar valley famed for its fields of ^ 
sa&on. Khan moved to Pakistan after 
India consolidated its hold ovet Kash- 
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mir. “I was just 18 years old and lived 
on my own in Rawalpindi and Pesha¬ 
war,” he says. He hnanced his own 
education and finally established a 
small school in Karachi which even¬ 
tually grew into a small college. In 
1972, he was forced to close the col¬ 
lege and the major part of his 
flourishing school was nationalised by 
the Pakistani government. That set in 
motion another round of travels and 
eventually Khan moved to Lxmdon in 
1976. 

Whathas remained constant for Khan 
IS his determination to liberate Kash¬ 
mir His mentor was Maqbool Bun, 
founder of the Jammu and Kashmir 
National Liberation Front (JKNLF), 
who was hanged by the Indian govern¬ 
ment on 11 February, 1984. Butt had 
formed the JKNLF in 1965 with the 
aim of creating conditions in which 
Kashmiris could determine their own 
future, that is, decide whether they 
wanted to be independent or part of 
India or Pakistan Butt proved sing¬ 
ularly unsuccessful in establishing a 
base in POK and began to sneak into 
India to recruit subversives. 

The JKNLF functioned as an under¬ 
ground organisation and in 1966, the 
murder of a police officer was attri¬ 
buted to Butt and his JKNLF. Butt 
was arrested but managed to escape. 
During another crossing ten years la¬ 
ter, he was re-arrested, tried and then 
hanged. After Butt’s arrest in 1977, 
Amanuliah Khan took over and drop¬ 
ped the word ‘National’ from the orga¬ 
nisation’s name Khan claims that his 
organisation was compelled to adopt 
“armed struggle”. “We were simply 
trying to bring to the notice of the 
world what the real facts on Kashmir 
are,” he says, “but the Indian govern¬ 
ment could not tolerate this and had 
me deported from Britain. Then we 
tned for years to convince India about 
holding a plebiscite and allowing the 
people of Kashmir to determine their 
own future. But we failed and natural¬ 
ly had to turn to armed struggle as a 
last resort." 

Khan is completely convinced of the 
righteousness of his cause. His fanatic¬ 
al conviction allows him to justify even 
the most heinous crimes committed by 
his armed followers in the Srinagar 
valley. “After all, we are not asking 
for charity, we are asking for a right 
we fully deserve and which India has 
been denying us through the use of 
force.” He passionately hates the Indi- 
an government, which he refers to as a 
F tninch of “beasts”. “The occupation of 
Kas hmir by India is naked aggres¬ 


sion,” he maintains, “and our struggle 
is against that aggression.” 

T his kind of justification has re¬ 
sulted in the JKLF's transforma¬ 
tion into one of the world’s most vi¬ 
cious tenorist organisations. Khan’s 
followers have been trained in guerril¬ 
la warfare, armed with modern assault 
rifles and imbued with a philosophy of 
intense hatred against everything Indi¬ 
an. In POK, the JKLF has opened 
training camps, which are visited by 
young Kashmiris from the Srinagar 
valley. The Pakistani government has 
conveniently turned a blind eye to the 
JKLF’s operations and Amanuliah 
Khan himself strenuously denies that 
he is receiving help from the Pakis¬ 
tanis. 


da Yaqub Khan, during his meeting 
with Indian external affairs minister 
l.K. Gujral in New York last month, 
pretended not to know anything about 
Amanuliah Khan, not even if he is a 
Pakistani passport holder. Yet, Ama¬ 
nuliah Khan has been invited to every 
conference of Kashmin leaders in Isla¬ 
mabad and Rawalpindi in recent 
months. Khan was present at a confer¬ 
ence early this year, which was addres¬ 
sed by Pakistam senior federal minis¬ 
ter Begum Nusrat Bhutto. TTie JKLF 
chairman is, however, not particularly 
liked by mainstream POK politicians, 
who are more than a little suspicious 
of his demand for an independent 
Kashmii. POK politicians, including 
the ruling Jammu and Kashmir Mus¬ 
lim Conference, favour Kashmir’s 
accession to Palwtan and treat any 
other view as pure heresy. 


POK president Sardar Abdul 
Qayyum, who belongs to the Muslim 
Conference, let the cat out of the bag 
by publicily appealing to Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto to 
close down the JKLF training camps 
in POK. This statement was directed 
against both Benazir and the JKLF. 
Qayyum dislikes the JKLF because it 
is, for the first time, rapidly gaining 
adherents in POK and since it is 
obviously a force to contend with in 
Indian Kashmir. Should India be 
forced to abandon Kashmir, the JKLF 
could emerge as the dominant force 
and eclipse the Muslim Conference. 

Similarly. Beitazir is hoping that her 
Peoples’ Party will strike roots in 
Kashmir and has been championing 
the Kashmiri cause. Qayyum hit out at 
her by claiming that her encourage¬ 


ment of the JKLF had resulted in an 
exodus from the Srinagar valley and 
the refugees coming to POK were dis¬ 
appointed on learning that the Pakis¬ 
tani government is not prepared to do 
anything more than offer lip-service to 
the Kashmiri cause. His outburst has 
embarrassed the Pakistani govern¬ 
ment. 

As for Amanuliah Khan, he has 
embarked on a journey from where 
there can be no return. He has 
emerged as one of the world’s best 
known terrorist leaders. If he is to 
survive, he can never go back to play¬ 
ing the quiet school teacher or the 
ardent pamphleteer. He has to live by 
the sword, no matter how embarras¬ 
sing it is for any government, or tragic 
for the innocents of the Srinagar 
valley. • 
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Femme 

fatale 


Punjab terrorists use women as 
decoys to trap victirns 



T errorist activities in Punjab 
have so far remained the ex¬ 
clusive preserve of men. 
Even if a section of the fair¬ 
er sex did have sympathies 
for the Khalistani cause, they have 
largely remained in the background of 
the Punjab struggle. But things are 
now changing with the rise of a new 
breed of women decoys, who are help-' 
ing out their male counterparts to 
eliminate enemies and destroy targets. 
And in many cases, they are proving 
to be more effective. 

Take, for instance, the case of 
Jasmit Kaur, the 24-year-old daughter 
of a police inspector from Amritsar. 
Jasmit was working with a private firm 
in Amritsar when she was picked up 
by members of the dreaded Bhindran- 
wale Tiger Force of Khalistan’(BTFK) 
to carry out a mission. The B'lFK had 
earlier tried its level best to murder 
Hardev Singh, a CPI(M) worker, but 
each time the plucky communist man¬ 
aged to escape—he even survived a 
rocket attack on his house. Satnam 
Singh Chhina, the BTFK supremo, 
then hit upon a ploy to comer Hardev 
Singh. His trump card; the petite Jas¬ 
mit Kaur, who would play the femme 
fatale and lure the victim into tiie ter¬ 
rorists’ hands. 

Everything went according to plans. 
Hardev was found murdered on 19 
March at his native place—^Harshashi- 
na in Majitha. But as luck would have 
It, Jasmit Kaur was nabbed by the 
police while the real culprits escaped 
scot-free Today, Jasmit Kaur is lan¬ 
guishing in the over-crowded 
women’s barracks of Amritsar jail. “1 
have ruined ray life," she said between 
sobs. “I know what I did was wrong 
but I needed the money they offered 
me for the job,” Jasmit admitted. 

Jasmit Kaur then went on to relate 
her story—of how she first came to 
know the terrorists and how she 


was trained to carry out the JH|||P|||| 
bloody mission. Like many 
other young Sikhs, Opera- ^ 

tion Bluestar was a turning 
point in her life. Recalled 
Jasmit: “I was studying at 
the Khalsa College in 
Amritsar. The revolution 
of Bhindranwale was on 
and I came in contact with 
members of the All India 
Sikh Students Federation 
(AISSF). I was deeply 
moved by the attack on the 
Golden Temple by the 
armed forces.” 
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Among the people Jas- ' 

mit knew in college was 

Upkar Kaur, a front- 
ranking leader of the 

women’s wing of the 

AISSF. Upkar was also the 
sister of Malkiat Singh 
Ajnala, Sant Bhindran- I 
wale’s trusted lieutenant. 

Upkar was killed during Operation 
Bluestar and the incident left a deep 
scar on the psyche of Jasmit Kaur. 

In 1987,. when terrorist activities in 
Punjab had peaked, Ajnala’s family 
approached Jasmit’s father- with a 
marriage proposal. The police inspec¬ 
tor turned it down on the grounds 
that ^ ^ her daughter should have no¬ 
thing to do with a terrorist. Apparent¬ 
ly, Malkiat Singh Ajnala never forgot 
the insult. 

Fate decreed that Jasmit meet 
Ajnala a year later. She had fled from 
her house and had sought shelter in¬ 
side the Golden Temple, which was by 
then a den of the terrorists once again. 
Jasmit recalled: “I was very depress¬ 
ed. Ajnala’s men spotted me and 
drag^d me to him. Ajnala threatened 
to kill me because I had rehised to 
marry him. In fact, he would have 
murdered me hadn’t it been for a 
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Jasmit Kain-in polic* custody: the 
24-yaar'Old daughtar of a poHca 
inspodor was usod by tho terrorists 
to carry out ttioir bloody ndsslon 


^an cdled Ranjit Singh, who res¬ 
cued me.” 

The incident and the behaviour of 
the terrorists hurt young Jasmit Kaur’s 
sentiments, but she promised to repay 
Ranjit Singh’s gesture. Gradually Jas¬ 
mit became disillusioned with the Pun¬ 
jab movement, severed all links with 
the AISSF and joined a dress design¬ 
ing course. 

But as luck would have it, Jasmit 
Kaur met Ranjit Singh in February 
this year. She was on her way to 
office—Jasmit was working as a 
secretary with the local Rehamat Fi¬ 
nance ^mpwy—when Ranjit stop¬ 
ped her. Said Jasmit: “Ranjit re¬ 
minded me of the promise I had made. 










He also offered me a reward of Rs 1 
lakh if I completed the work." 

Though the big bucks were temp¬ 
ting, Jasmit initially refused to do the 
bloody job. But she gave in after Ran- 
jit threatened to kill her family mem¬ 
bers. Jasmit even got an advance of Rs 
3,100 from Ranjit. 

For the next two weeks, the BTFK 
men trained Jasmit Kaur and briefed 
her about the mission. She took les¬ 
sons in driving, was made to wear 
jeans and shirt and was taught to 
speak Hindi. The crash course over, 
Jasmit Singh was introduced to Sat- 
nam Singh Chinna, who explained the 
intricacies of the operation. 


O n 16 March, Jasmit Kaur began 
the action. She already knew 
where Hardev Singh was hiding. She 
drove straight to Harshashina in her 
moped, wlwre she ^tted Hardev in 
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the flelds. Posing as a press reporter 
from Delhi. Jasmit jammed the two¬ 
wheeler and looked helplessly around. 
Soon, the young Hardev came to her 
help. She told him that she was cover¬ 
ing the border areas of the state for a 


IKiings are now 
chan^ng with the rise of 
a new breed of women 
decoys, who are helping 
their male 
counterparts 
eliminate enemies and 
destroy targets 


newspaper in Delhi. Jasmit even 
asked Hardev to help her out with the 
assignment. Hie boy readily agreed 
and they chalked out a plan for the 
next day. 

For the next few days, everything 
went according to plans. Jasmit Kaur 
played her part so well that not even 
once did Hardev Singh suspect her. 
Singh and Kaur toured the border vil¬ 
lages of Amritsar extensively in an 
ambassador car, occasionally halting 
for meals. But there was a hitch: since 
Hardev was on the hit list of the ter¬ 
rorists, two armed bodyguards always 
shadowed him. Thus, even wliile Jas¬ 
mit and Hardev were travelling; the 
two guards followed them closely. 
And all the while, Ranjit Singh kept a 
watch on the activities of the duo. 

Jasmit’s task now was to persuade 
Hardev to leave his gunmen behind on 
her next reporting assignment to the 
border villages of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir. Hardev readily agreed, and one 
day, he slipped out of his village with 
Jasmit. 

As their car was approaching Bhan- 
dari bridge, a group of BTTO men 
staged a bid to kidnap the girl. An 
ever helpful Hardev promptly came to 
her rescue but he was overpowered by 
the terrorists. The two of them were 
pushed into a car, which headed for an 
unknown destination. On the way, 
Jasmit was let off by the gang. 

The police version of the killing dif¬ 
fers from that of Jasmit Kaur. Accord¬ 
ing to her, “the BTFK men had prom¬ 
ised to release Hardev after questio.n- 
ing But I knew that they had lied after 
I read about the killing from the next 
day’s newspapers. Police officials, 
however, claim that Hardev was tor¬ 
tured and beheaded in Jasmit’s pre¬ 
sence. Two days after the murder, Jas¬ 
mit Kaur returned to work in Amrit¬ 
sar, waiting patiently for Ranjit Singh 
to turn up with the rest of ^e money. 
But before that, the cops picked her 
Up- 

Even in police custody, Jasmit Kaur 
put up a brave front. She steadfasdy 
denied that she had anything to do 
with the killing of Hardev. But hours 
of interrogation finally yielded results: 
Jasmit confessed and told the police 
about Chhina and his gang. But by 
then, the BTFK leader had fled. 

Surprisingly, Jasmit’s family mem¬ 
bers have not come forward to bail her 
out of jail. The terrorist gangs, too, 
are keeping a safe distance. Jasmit 
Kaur Im to face the difficult times 
ahead alone. • 
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Sir 


When Sharad Pawar was sworn m as 
chief minister of Maharashtra for a 
second time early this year, many felt 
that the Congress! 1) government he 
headed would find the going difficult 
because a hostUe National Front was in 
power at the Centre. They were proved 
wrong: Pawar has had no major prob¬ 
lems with Prime Minister V.P. Singh 
so far. Political observers attribute this 
to the fact that the chief minister, who 
was part of the Opposition in the not 
too distant past, ts on first name terms 
with most of the central ministers. 
Maybe, but there is no denying that 
Pawar is a great survivor who believes 
in keeping everyone happy. Excerpts 
from an interview with the Maharash¬ 
tra chief minister: 

Sunday: In your second term as chief 
minister you have the National Front 
government in power at the Centre. Do 
you fln^ it difficult working with the 
new set-iup? Is there a difference? 
SharacI Pawar: Yes, there is a differ¬ 
ence. Wien my party chief was head¬ 
ing the,central government it was easy 
to discuss about the problems of the 
state. Now the relations are more like 
th^ Centre and the state.They discuss 
issues with me. But there is no 
homogeneity. Their political thinking 
IS different 

Q: Does it mean you have been having 
problems with the V.P. Singh govern¬ 
ment? 

A: In the beginmng there were some 
problems For instance, they had writ¬ 
ten me three letters and on all three 
occasions I came to know of them first 
through the media. When I had to 
write to them, I said that I was aware 
of their new approach and their idea 
of an open government and that 
though I personally did not believe 
that correspondence between the state 
and the Centre should be released to 
the media first, I was doing it in defer¬ 
ence to the National Front govern¬ 
ment’s policy of openness. This letter 
was about the waiving of loans and 
how the government’s stand on this 
issue was affecting the state. After this 
there were no problems. I got letters 
directly. 

Q: Have there been any policy issues 
about whidi you bave differ^ with 
them? 

A: There was this important issue of 
the appointment of Governor C. Sub- 
ramaniam. I was not even informed 
about it, leave alone bemg consulted. 
Rajiv Gandhi at least used to com¬ 
municate the name of the Governor to 
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Opposition chief ministers. However, i 
I not make an issue of it because I 
have the highest regard for Subrama- 
niam. He is a man of vision, integrity 
and is a capable administrator. 

Q: So you didn’t complain? 

A: No. But there is the more impor¬ 
tant question of the waiving of loans. 
The National Front government has 
gone back on its assurance of waiving 
all debts upto Rs 10,000. This was 
mentioned in the Front’s programme 
and manifesto; it was also mentioned 
in the President’s speech. But now 
they are saying that only loans of that 
amount taken from nationalised banks 
will be written off. This is unfair be¬ 
cause in Maharashtra, only 20 per cent 


correct because all lending institu¬ 
tions, whether the banking or coop¬ 
erative sector, come under the RBI 
guidelines. Now the Centre is trying to 
differentiate between the two. The 
state’s financial system is on the verge 
of collapse unless something is done 
immediately. 

Q: Have you brought this to their 
notice? 

A: Yes. 1 read in the press that they 
are calling a meeting of chief ministers 
to discuss this issue. But no date has 
been communicated to me yet. 

Q: So where does this leave the 
fanner? 

A; I have asked them to repay their 
loans in 12 instalments and have 


are going to continue this scheme or 
not. If there is no assurance or guaran¬ 
tee from the government about the 
funding, we will have further prob¬ 
lems on our hands because the staff 
for implementing this programme has 
already been recruited. In that case, 
they will be redundant. 

Q; How are your relations with Ri^lv 
Gandhi? It is said that you are not 
expanding your Cabinet because he 
wants to include some names that are 
not acceptable to you. 

A: That is not true. We had discussed 
this issue the last time and resolved it. 
Basically there are two reasons for not 
expanding the Cabinet. This session of 
the Assembly which has just con- 



V.P. Sbigh being greeted by 
supporters after his election victory 

of the loans are taken from national¬ 
ised banks and 80 per cent from 
the cooperatives So they are pas¬ 
sing the buck on to us and their posi¬ 
tion IS not even legal Last year, in 
order to help the farmers I had re¬ 
duced the interest burden from 10 per 
cent to four per cent, with the state 
paying the remaining six per cent Yet 
the National Bank for Agnculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD) 
opposed this, saying that it was the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) which 
was the deciding authority for both 
► banking and cooperative institutions 
and the state government could not 
take such decisions. They were legally 


opened their line of credit de.spite 
their being defaulters. If this is not 
done they would be caught in a vicious 
circle. If they cannot get credit, they 
cannot purchase seeds, fertilisers etc, 
which in turn, would prevent sowing 
operations. And, obviously they won't 
get leans until they repay old ones 1 
wanted the farmer out of this trap 
without disrupting the banking sys¬ 
tem Of course, the National Front 
government went about wiping all 
loans upto Rs 10,000. But now it looks 
like they are passing the buck on to 
me. 

Q; Is this the only nagging problem? 
A: No. We also do not know the fu¬ 
ture of some central schemes like the 
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana, whether they 


eluded was too short to judge the per¬ 
formance of the new MLAs. I would 
like to know the reaction of the people 
m their own districts before apjxnnt- 
ing them as ministers. 

Q; Bnt meanwhile, the administration 
suffers because your Junior ministers 
are loaded with eight to 10 portfolios 
each. Some of them have not yet visited 
the departments that are under their 
sujiervlsion. 

A; They will learn. And they will also 
know that it is net easy to be a 
minister. 

Q: But it is telling on the administra¬ 
tive efficiency... 

A: Not at all. We have taken several 
good decisions, but not every decision 
IS made known to the media. For inst- 


•IMOAV :0-M May I9« 


25 



ancc, the decisions to develop horti¬ 
culture, fishenes, sugar. 

Q: Was your fasting programme at the 
Kranti Maidan wn 10 May a gimmick? 
A: No (smiles). It was part of my 
party’s nation-wide programme to 
focus on communal harmony and in 
tegrily of the country, the problems in 
Jammu and Kashmir, the crisis in Pun¬ 
jab and Assam and also the price hike. 

Q: How do you .see the future of the 
Congress party? 

A: It IS bright. It has a network 
throughout the country We lost as a 
result of the Opposition parties creat¬ 
ing communal feelings about Rani 
Janmabhoomi and Babn Masjid It 
had affected the overall election re¬ 
sult But It will not last long and the 
country will shed this communal 
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A VHP proc u salo n ; whipping up communal paaaionaT 


thinking. There is no alternative to the 
Congress. The allegations they made 
against Rajiv Gandhi also seem un¬ 
founded. The media kept saying 
throughout the last two years that they 
had the names of the recipients of the 
Bofors kickbacks and would be pro¬ 
ducing them Nothing has happened 
till today. Ultimately the people will 
understand the truth. 

Q: You mean to say that Rgjiv Gandhi 
is innocent? 

A; I have not gone into the details. I 
am only saying that what the Oppos- 
tion parties and the media had been 
talking about have ended in nothing. 
What is preventing them from disclos¬ 
ing the names if they have them? 

Q: After the elections it was thought 
that y«m would play a bigger role in 
national affairs. But you haven’t. 


Why? 

A: Basically I am concentrating on the 
state. I do what I am told. Let me 
improve my own house first. 

Q: Issues like communal harmony and 
national Integration are secondary 
when people are bothered with prob¬ 
lems like employment, housing and 
daily needs. The Shiv Sena has an 
excellent relationship with people in 
rural areas. 

A: I agree we have to improve our 
public contract. In fact, we will have 
problems if we don’t do this. But I 
think that the Shiv Sena’s public rela¬ 
tions is better than their actual work. 

Q: How did you overcome all these 
scandals of dereservation—granting 
land to judgra, bureaucrats, MLAs... 

A: Land to judges was given before I 
came on the scene. We were liberal in 


giving places to legislators. But if any¬ 
one forms cooperative soaeties and 
there is land, we give them. Only re¬ 
cently we gave land to textile workers 
who formed cooperative housing 
societies. 

Q: If slum dwellers form cooperatives, 
will you give them land? 

A: Yes. As I have said if there is land. 
But everyone wants land in the island 
city where there is none. 

Q: Are you serious about having a 
minister for Bombay? 

A: The problems in the Bombay Met¬ 
ropolitan Regional Development 
Area (BMRDA) are so senous that 
they are beyond anyone’s control 
Water and housing are the major con¬ 
straints. To provide water to Borivli 
alone will cost Rs 300 crores and in 
Vasai it will cost Rs 260 crores. There 
is so much urbanisation taking place 
that there is an onslaught on villages in 
these areas We will have to take the 
help of townplanners, architects and 
everyone who wants to protect this 
city. We will, therefore, have to have 
a person of administrative capability I 
am thinking about it and have discus¬ 
sed It with my colleagues. There is also 
this continuous influx into the aty 
For this reason I am trying to in¬ 
crease the employment in rural areas 
For instance, there is so much modem 
technology available for improving the 
sugar recovery from cane. But first the 
harvesting system has to change so 
that cane is brought freely to the fac¬ 
tory. Then the use of molasses It is a 
Rs 300 crore industry and if it is prop¬ 
erly developed it could give a lot of 
employment. So also milk production 
which has resulted in nearly Rs 400 
crores being transferred to rural areas. 
We are sending one lakh litres to De¬ 
lhi, 80,000 litres to Calcutta and large 
quantities to Gujarat and Madhya 
Pradesh. The small and marginal far¬ 
mers benefit essentially from these 
and horticulture and fisheries that I 
spoke to you about earlier However, 
you will hear more about these 
schemes in the budget. 

Q: Your party is losing out in all 
elected posts in Bombay. Do you think 
you will be able to retrieve your party’s 
image before the coming municipal 
elections? 

A: Yes. Our party is on a membership 
drive currently and will soon have 
elections. Once we get people who are 
accepted by the masses then the party 
will improve, o 
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DEVIL’S WIND 


MM M^k nthaa poyindi- 

■ H ... Kottuku poyin- 

di” (Everything is 
finished, swept 
K vA away) They were 
too exhausted to say anything more 
The 500-odd refugees huddled at the 
Hindu College in Machilipatnam had 
trekked miles from their villages to 
escape the murderous cyclone that 
had devastated their coastal villages 
on the 8th and 9th of May. They had 
barely made it Many others had not. 

The cyclone that hit seven districts 
of coastal Andhra Pradesh left over 
400 persons dead. The state govern¬ 
ment estimated that property worth 
over Rs 1,000 crores had been des¬ 
troyed. About 10,000 heads of cattle 
perished and tonnes of harvested pad¬ 
dy were ruined by flood waters. Trees 
uprooted by humcane winds snapped 
power and communication cables. In 
many places, drinking water was not 
available and villagers had to wade 


Andhra Pradesh is hit 
by a killer cyclone 


through several feet of sea water to get 
to safety 

Several towns in the area, including 
Machilipatnam, Guntur, Vijayawada 
and lenali were also hit. Suresh, a 
hecdi shop-owner m Machilipatnam 
recalled the night of 9 May, when tidal 
water surged into the town, carrying 
away cattle and bringing down several 
houses: “I don’t want to expenence 
another cyclone in my life...it was 
simply frightening ’’ Other towns suf¬ 
fered as much. 

Vijayawada looked as if it had suf¬ 
fered a blitzkreig. Power lines snap¬ 
ped and the city had to go without 
electricity till 13 May. The municipal 
corporation could not provide drink¬ 


ing water, and prices of milk and fuel 
sky-rocketed Tbe giant wheel at the 
fair ground in the centre of town col¬ 
lapsed A number of public buildings 
suffered extensive damage The city’s 
deputy mayor, Barma Seethara- 
mayya, said. “We will ask the state 
government to sanction Rs 1.5 crores 
to repair our buildings, roads and in¬ 
stallations.” 

Rail links snapped when flood wa¬ 
ters caused a breach in a section of the 
tracks between Hamasavaran and 
Machilipatnam The Samalkot- 
Vishakhapatnam route too was block¬ 
ed by swirling flood water, which sub¬ 
merged a bndge near Tuni. Empty 
goods rakes stranded in small wayside 
stations were put to good use by local 
villagers, who decided to take shelter 
in them Just how strong the cyclonic 
winds were can be gauged from the 
way a couple of goods rakes were 
blown off the track and deposited in 
the neighbouring paddy held. 
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IBy the time the 
cyclone actually 
hit Andhra 
Pradesh, 
thousands of 
people had been 
removed to relief 
camps. The 
arrangements, for 
once, were 
impeccabie 


How the cycione deveioped 

According to meteorologists, it was 
something of a freak 


In many areas, vast stretches of pad¬ 
dy fields turned into saline lakes. Hun¬ 
dreds of acres of nch orchards too 
were destroyed. “Our entire mango 
crop worth crores of rupees has been 
destroyed.” lamented T.V. Knshna 
Rao, a mango orchard owner from 
Vijayawada Clearly it will take weeks 
for these areas of Andhra Pradesh to 
return to normal. 

B ut It could have been worse. For¬ 
tunately, the weathermen disco¬ 
vered that a storm was brewing as 
many as five days before it actually hit 
the Andhra coast. When the cyclone 
was first picked up by the radars on 
the night of 4 May, it was just a ‘de¬ 
pression’, but by the afternoon of the 
next day, it had developed into a ‘.se¬ 
vere cyclonic storm’ with a core of 
hurricane winds. 

Weathermen tracking the cyclone 
found that it was moving towards the 
coast at a terrific velocity and could 
move overland anywhere between 
northern Tamil Nadu and southern 
Andhra Pradesh. The initial fear was 
that It would hit Madras. 

On 7 and 8 May, the cyclone stalked 
the east coast along a zig-zag path On 
the morning of 8 May, Madras was out 
of danger and the cyclone began mov¬ 
ing northwards Madras was fortunate 
in two ways For weeks, the city had 
been reeling under massive dnnking 
water shortage, and the cyclone which 
passed by brought in its wake a lot of 
much-needed rain A few people died 
due to electrocution and house col¬ 
lapse, but the city escaped major dam¬ 
age. By that time, it was clear that the 
cyclone was proceeding to Andhra 


C yclones are endemic to 
Andhra Pradesh. But not dur¬ 
ing the month of May. The cyclone 
of 9 May was somethi^ of a freak. 
With an estimated wind speed of 
over 127 knots (234 kjn/hr) 
and surge (wind- 
driven wall of water that 
rises from the sea) of 5 
metres, this cyclone was 
one of the strongest in 
recent history. 'The dam¬ 
age done this time, 
however, was much less 
than in 1977, when a 
cyclone of similar in¬ 
tensity had taken a toll 
of 10,000 lives in 
Andhra Pradesh. This 
was chiefly because the 
meteorological depart¬ 
ment bad issued warn¬ 
ings about the cydone 
well in advance and the 
dgte government had 
been able to evacuate 
the people living along 
the coastline. 

A two-stage warning 
system has bMn worked 
out by the meteorolomc- 
al department. The met 
stage is a cydone ‘alert*. 


which is given 48 hours in advance 
of a cyclone striking a particular 
coast. In the .second stage, a cyc¬ 
lone ‘warning’ is issued, with the 
hrsl bulletin handed out 24 hours 
before the cyclone is expected to 


Inaad IB pietura of Um cydonw tlmaly warning 
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Pradesh. Alarm signals began flashing 
and the Andhra state government was 
told to inform the coastal population. 
The cyclone was going to be a killer. 

The weathermen thought that the 
cyclone would hit Divi Seema, where, 
in 1977, a similar cyclone had left 
almost 10,000 people dead. But the 
state government headed by Congres- 
s(I) chief minister Chenna Reddy took 
no chances. It ordered the evacuation 
of over two lakh villagers from all 
vulnerable areas and established tem¬ 
porary relief camps where they could 
be accommodated. “There is no prob¬ 
lem about money,” the chief minister 
magnanimously declared, after hold¬ 
ing discussions with his Cabinet and 
Opposition leaders at the state capital, 
Hyderabad. 

“The intensity of the cyclone was 
greater than that of 1977," Chenna 


strike. Due to this warning system, 
the loss of lives has been much less 
than in previous years. 

Weathermen today can detect a 
cyclone even before they are fully 
formed by analysing Insat IB 
photographs and radar im^es of 
atmospheric conditions. This time, 
radar images first indicated the 
presence of a low pressure area 
over south-east Bay of Bengal and 
adjoining south-west Bay on 4 
May. By the evening of the next 
day, the ‘depression’ had de¬ 
veloped into a full-fledged, ra^ng 
cyclone, 

A ‘matured cyclonic system’ 
cemsists of three distintA parts. At 
the centre is the so-called ‘eye’, 
which is a circular area with a 
radius of 15-25 km, characterised 
by relatively calm winds and clear 
skies. The eye is surrounded by a 
wall of thick clouds, 10-15 km high 
and 30-50 km wide. This is the area 
of torrential rains and hij^ wind 
qieeds in the order of 200-250 km 
per hour. Beyond this, is the outer 
edge of the cyclone ttot could be 
anything from 75 to ^X) km wide. 
Here, wind speeds are far lower. 

This cyclone was qjedal. It had 
two ‘eyes’ and weathers^, on dis¬ 
covering it from radar pictures on 7 
May, pre^cted that it would be 
pvticolariy devastating. The good 
thing about this cydone was that it 
moved leiativdy dowly and couW 


The path of the cyclone 
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9 May. 3.30 pm 
80 km from 
Machilipatnam 


8 May; 12.30 pm Hurricane 
with wind speeds of over 
200 kmph 


. 


6 May: 2.30 pm Strengthens 
into a hurricane 





6 May; 5.30 \ 

am Becomes a' 
severe cyclonic 
storni 


5 May: 3.30 pm 
Turns into a 
cyclonic storm 




5 May: 8.30 am 
-— Intensifies into s 


Intensifies into s 
deep depressiOi 


4 May 11.30 pm Low 
pressure become a 
depression 


in 


be tracked throughout. Normally, 
a cyclone moves at the rate of 300- 
500 km a day, but this one creeped 
forward at just 1,000 km in four 
days and gave the Andhra govern¬ 
ment plenty of time to react. 

But this cyclone contained enor¬ 
mous destructive energy and could 
have wrought much more damage 
had the Andhra government not 
acted promptly. Meteorologists ex¬ 
plain that a cyclone gathers energy 
while it is over the sea. As atmos¬ 
pheric moisture gathered by the 
cyclonic winds condense, the latent 
energy given off fuels the cyclone. 
Once over land, the cyclone cannot 
pick up as much moisture and its 
energy bleeds off. The 9 May cyc¬ 
lone gathered momentum for at 
least five days over the Bay of Ben¬ 
gal and travelled over the sea along 
the east coast. By the time, it hit 
Andhra Pradesh, the cyclone was 
swirling in murderous rage. The 
death of 400 people was a tragedy, 
but had the state government not 
reacted fast, it could have been a 
catastrophe. 

Umnm o Singh with Aii0 
MmUmny 


Reddy pointed out. But the precau¬ 
tions taken by the state government 
ensured that casualties were kept to a 
minimum. From 7 May, the state 
administration began working over¬ 
time to evacuate people By the time 
the cyclone actually hit the Andhra 
coast near Machilipatnam. over 
40,000 persons had been evacuated 
and housed in 86 makeshift relief 
camps in the four coastal districts of 
Nellore, Prakasam, Guntur and Krish¬ 
na C. Arjun Rao, the state commis¬ 
sioner for relief and rehabilitation, 
added that the chief minister had set 
up a sub-committee to supervise relief 
operations at the district level. A num¬ 
ber of senior IAS officers were de¬ 
spatched on ‘special duty’ to the coas¬ 
tal areas, with orders to save as many 
lives as possible The army too was 
roped in and hundreds of trucks, trac¬ 
tors and launches were requisitioned 
for the mammoth task of shifting 
thousands of people. 

The arrangements, for once, were 
impeccable. Only 400 people were kil¬ 
led. But for the survivors, the prospect 
of returmng to their devastated homes 
cannot but be gnm. And it’s going to 
be a long time before the last destruc¬ 
tive traces of the vicious cyclone 
disappear.* 


BhagwmSkigh/Andlmi Pn dm Mh 
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Fast and faster 

Rajiv Gandhi emulates his namesake to get his comeback moving 


I s the slumhciinp giant waking Gandhi’s unwillingness to make s(I) did not break up and nor did its 

up at last 'With 193 seats in the waves After adopting sevcial macho, key members detect to the Janata Dal. 

Lok Sabh.i and a solid base aggressive postures during the last Last week, those successes gave 

south ot the \ indhyas. the C’on- session of Parliament, the leadei of Rapv the confidence to quicken the 

gress(l) 1 -) the single most the Opposition suddenly decided that pace of his comeback. Borrowing a 

powerful parts in India today Yet, the time had come for some deep leaf from the Mahatma’s primer, he 

over the last six months it seems to introspection decided on a symbolic 12-hour fast to 

have collapsed into a stupor, failing to Consequently. Gandhi has spent protest the deteriorating law and 
perform as an effective Opposition or many of the last few inoiuhs trying to order situation and the 'non- 

to win back the support It lost between analyse the 1989 defeat and put his performance’ of the V P Singh 

1984 and 1989 own house in order He -has been regime 

In part, the lack of activity has been successful m '.he sense that, contrary While the choice of gesture was ^ 

prompted b\ party president Rajiv to general expectation, the Congres- unusual for a man who is widely 

30 


tUMMY lD-2e May 1 WO 














'r 



NITIN HAI 


perceived as being to<' weslcui tor the 
symbols and stiatagems ot oid- 
fashioned Indian politics. (landhi took 
to the fast like an eager saiyuf>raht 
He was joined by the paity s office¬ 
bearers and by lO.tKK) volunteers, who 
squatted on the ground, refusing food 
and water for the full 12-hour stretch 
For Congress workers, it was a rare 
opportunity to get such privileged 
access to the party president and 
Gandhi spent most of the day acknow¬ 
ledging the greetings of the faithful 
and blushing delicately when elderly 
female workers bent over to kiss him 
on the forehead 

Despite the oppressive Delhi heat 
whtch drenched his khadi kuna with 
sweat, Gandhi showed no signs of 
^ fatigue or even dehydration as he 
* chatted easily with fellow Congress¬ 
men and held forth on what he per- 


Gandhi took to the fast 
like an eager satyagrahi. 

And for Congress 
workers, it was a rare 
opportunity to get close to 
their leader 

.'rt'.c' 

ceived as the failings of the govern¬ 
ment 

By the end of the day, as photo¬ 
graphers clicked away wildly, he was 
so pleased with the response—which 
he termed “overwhelming"—that he 
h.id the confidence lo even bring up 
the CBl enquiries and FlRs that V P. 
Singh hoped would dog his comeback 
“It has been six months and the 
government is denng nothing,” Rajiv 
told Sunoas ‘‘Thesituation gets worse 
and worse every day They die totally 
unable to hamile Piiniab, kashmir or 
Assam And now there’s a pioblem in 
rainii Nadu also Thev are not able to 
do anything .ibout the rise in the price 
level All thev .iie able to do is lodge 
endless f'IRs and institute innumer¬ 
able enquiries by the CBl " 

R ajiv’s confidence was infectious 
Said P Shiv Shankai. former 
Union ministei, “It is not that impor¬ 
tant that we were on a fast What was 
moie imjKirtant was that Ihous.iiids of 
volunteers joined m and did not have 
anything throughout tlie day This 
shows the unity and the enthusiasm ot 
the Congress patty “ 

Others shared .Shiv Shankar’s uj> 
bcat mood Declared imother formei 
Union mimstei, llaiekiishna Shasiri 
“Today we have had nothing Not 
even the paan masala that we are used 
to ” Many other leading .MPs seized 
the opportunity to get themselves 
photographed with their leadei and 
while there was something laintlv 
offensive about the rush to be seen 
with Rajiv, It did at least drive another 
point home all power in the Congres- 
s(l) still revolves around Rajiv 
Gandhi 

lor Rajiv, the vote of confidence 
could not have come at a better time 
The previous day’s newspapers had 
been full of stones about the lesigna- 
tion of Uma Shankar Dixit from the 
Congress Wt^rking Committee Dixit’s 
reasons for quitting were fairly stan¬ 
dard Rajiv did not listen enough to 
the voice of experience, the party’s 



leadei ship was dominated by upstarts, 
etc , etc He even told leporters that 
he thought that Rajiv was a "political 
zero ”, then hastily denied the remark 
once It appeared in print 

Dixit's resignation could have sug¬ 
gested discontentment in the ranks, 
but Rajiv had countered its impact by 
winning a signilicant victory against 
the formei Iv recalcitrant Karnataka 
chief ministci Veerendra Patil over 
the composition ot his Cabinet. 

And now. with the faithful shoving 
and pushing lor lus darshan, the for¬ 
mer Prime Minister kvoked very mucii 
like a man who was in charge. 

T he Congrcss(I) now has to deaae 
on the kind of sti ategy it wishes to 
adopt Over the last month, Rajiv 
Gandhi sat down with the AICC 
general secretaries and worked out a 
tentative plan of action. That included 
the fast on national unity. According 
to that plan, the fast would be fol¬ 
lowed bv rallies on inflation, atrocities 
against women and Harijans, com- 
munalism and terrorism 

While nobody can quibble with the i 
details of the pi,in, ii still leaves a i 
major question unanswered whal 
kind of Opposition leader should Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi be ’ 

He has two real options 
• 'lo lollow the example ol Ins lale 
biother and take to the streets I'his 
could entail courting arrest, leading 
demonstintions, encouraging street- 
lighters and adopting an .iggressoe 
approach Sail jay 's attitude to all ot 
the Janata goveinment s enquiiies was 
that they were meaningless. Aeeor- 
dinglv, he letuseJ to coojieiaie and his 
supjwrters disrupted eommissions of 
enquiiv 

• To return to the peisona ol I9K,S-K(r 
and jrrojeel himself as an alternative 
lo the entile system He could go on 
about the deteriorating law and order 
situation, etc , but his approach would 
be to rise above petty polMics and to 
present himsell as an island of sanity, 
while around him, politicians squabble 
and fight 

Txpenence suggests that Rajiv is 
nol Sanjay and that the first approach 
will fail But this IS by no means dear 
to the Congress(l) fcvery MP has his 
own view on what should be done and 
so fai. Rajiv is listening to them all 
patiently 

ft will onlv be after he makes up his 
mind that the slumbeiing giant that is 
the Corigress(l) will seem fully awake 

Raliv ShiMa/Naw Delhi 
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KASHMIR 




Who runs 
the valley? 


Now, the militants start fighting each other 

F oi the Kashmin, there are were the ones that now went about th 
two types of curfew One is valley, practising guerrilla warfare 
imposed by the admimstra- Afghan style Their trademark 
non, the other more deadly piece of rope strategically twinei 
one, IS euphemistically cal- around their fingers, and used to ex 


F oi the Kashmin, there are 
two types of curfew One is 
imposed by the administra¬ 
tion, the other more deadly 
one, IS euphemistically cal¬ 
led civil curfew and is imposed by the 
militant organisations that have held 
the valley to ransom these past five 
months But in a situation where new 
militant organisations mushroom 
overnight, whose writ runs in the val¬ 
ley'^ Who sends out circulars threaten¬ 
ing the people to do this or that or 
else. 

It IS a scenario where at last count, 
there were 4.^ such militant organisa¬ 
tions, complete with self-styled area 
commanders, military attaches, chair¬ 
men and party leaders And, suddenly 
the Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF), which had been denounced 
over the last 40 years, as the secession¬ 
ist organisation that was a permanent 
thorn in India’s side was being termed 
“secular-socialist”, “moderate”, and 
“reasonable” Its bogey-man image 
was effectively replaced by a new 
more formidable militant outfit, the 
Hejib-ul-Mujahideen, (HM) They 




were the ones that now went about the 
valley, practising guerrilla warfare, 
Afghan style Their trademark a 
piece of rope strategically twined 
around their fingeis, and used to ex¬ 
terminate the enemy by hanging The 
Allah Tigers with their disdain for the 
good life, smashing liquor shops and 
bars, burning piles of playing cards, 
ransacking cinema halls, and closing 
down beauty parlours Different orga¬ 
nisations claiming credit for various 
acts of terrorist violence, and stories 
circulating ol how Kashmin youths 
were being trained in terrorist camps 
across the border, and being sent 
sometimes as far afield as Afghanistan 
to brave real combat situations Stock¬ 
piles found in graveyards, deadly 
weapons, even Stinger missiles. 

At a time when Kashmir’s liberation 
movement is at its peak—it has been 
slowly gaining momentum over four 
decades—who is it that calls the shots 
in the valley’' According to intelli¬ 
gence sources, the two reigning mili¬ 
tant groups at this juncture, are the 
JKLF and the HM. The JKLF, found¬ 
ed in 1%4, has largely been an indige¬ 



nous movement, which has, over the 
past I.*! years, acquiied an interriaional 
character when some of its key mem¬ 
bers such as Amanullah Khan left the 
country to organise support from the 
outside Most of the 4()-odd groups 
today (tee box) are either pro-JKLF or 
pro-Jamaat-i-Islaami (JLl) 

T he fundamentalist JEl (founded in 
1‘'42) IS an integral part of the 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) which 
envisages a mighty pan-Islamic state, 
with a long-standing, well-worked out 
strategy to use the discontentment 
prevailing in Kashmir to further its 


THE EXTREMIST ORGANISATIONS IN THE FRAY 



JaniaaH» 4 s 1 aami (JEl) 

Founded: 1942 

A fundttowtltalist, piti-Pak s^ssionist 
body 

PollticBit adviser; S.A.S GHIani 

Pro-JEI orgin^tions 

Htett-t'ltlaml 

‘.'I, Founded: 1982 

! A pro-Pakistan miltent bpdy 
(, i‘ President; Abdul Mafid Oar 
jHUb-«-Mttjahldmn 
;jN>urdiiiMfNovember/Deaemte^ 


A pro-PaWstan militant body 
Leaders: Mohammed Ahsan Dar, 
Ashraf Dar 

HHisIlie SUidsntt' Fadaratlon 

A pro-Pakistan front organisation of 
stuciofits 

President; Mushla^ Ahmed Butt 

Islamic TeMk-e*TiiHui 
Pounded: November 1982 

’The wemen's nviiqf «f tlie 
Istamlc tomaet-A-T^Aw 





Atlali Tigers 

Founded; 15 August)! 989 
A pro-Pakistan fundamentalist militant 
organisation 
Leader; Noor Khan 

Students’wing of JEl 
Leaders: Abdul Hamid Fayaz, 
Fayaz Ahmed Sheikh 

laiamk Jsmaat-e-Tittta 

Founded: September 1977 

A pro-Pak nNlUwtt body, with the 
Dukhtarane-M^ as the women's 
wing, under ttie leadership of Aasiyeh 
Andrabi 

Leader; Or ireyabiUah Andrabi 
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A bandh called by militants in Srinagar: holding the valley to ransom 


obiectives The FiM, though many 
Jamaatis deny this, is a splinter group 
ol the Jbl While the JICLF has over 
the years earned the support of a large 
section of the valley, it is the HM that 
has gained populanty over the last 
month Unlike the JKLF, which is not 
cadre-based and therefore less struc¬ 
tured, the HM IS more powerful be¬ 
cause It has cadres, and moreover, its 
political base is in mosques which are 
situated all over the valley Also, it 
enjoys considerable clout in terms of 
money and arms, because of the 
tremendous backing it receives from 


the JEI in Pakistan and other “sym¬ 
pathetic” Islamic countries. The 
JKLF's struggle for a national identity 
IS non-religious, and therefore more 
acceptable internationally—the West, 
for instance, is not going to have any¬ 
thing to do with Islamic fun¬ 
damentalism. 

The older of the two organisations, 
the JEI, in keeping with General Zia- 
ul Haq’s and the ISTs master plan to 
include Kashmir in the pan-Islamic 
conglomeration, tactically allowed the 
JKLF to acquire an international 
dimension and win public sympathy 


But at the grassroots level, they built 
up support and an arms base, ^nded 
by narco-ierronst syndicates. Slowly 
but steadily, the JKLF movement, 
which was largely backed by intellec¬ 
tuals such as Amanullah Khan, has 
turned into an armed insurrection. 
More and more youths were sent 
across the border to receive training; 
consequently, the movement, like all 
armed insurgencies, moved under¬ 
ground. 

At this point, the JKLF, despite its 
ideological differences with the JEI, 
was forced to compromise because it 
became dependent on the Jamaat’s 
support This probably explains why 
the JKLF hasn’t fulfilled its threat to 
investigate the killing of Mir Mustafa 
and take action against the killers; it 
couldn’t do it because it buckled under 
pressure from the JEI. 

Paramilitary sources are of the opin¬ 
ion that both groups have the backing 
of 2,5(X)-odd trained militants each, 
with more being readied for combat 
across the border While the JKLF has 
medium arms like Kalashnikovs, the 
HM relies on heavy arms, or small, 
deadly weapons, like rocket laun¬ 
chers, 2-inch mortars and light- 
machine guns. While both groups 
have no definite group leader at the 
moment, it has motivated people like 
Isfaq Majid Warn, the JKLF’s think- 
tank, who consistently tried to arrange 
a coordinated insurgency Majid (who 
was interviewed by Sunday in Febru¬ 
ary) was killed in an encounter in 
April. 

While the two mam groups launch 
their attacks separately, they are care¬ 
ful to help each other undergroun- 
d,and are said to even have met re- 



ZtaHg«rFofM 
Founded: 19B8-ie^8 
A pro-Pak militant outfit 
Leader; Mohammed Aehraf tfer 
itUHttie 

Founded: 16 September, 

A pto^Pakirril^mf body 
Praeident: Shakael Ahmed Saksht 


4»ikinuK88M UiieraUoii 

PnmtUMfr 

Founded; 1964 
A militant body for independent 
Kashmir 


Leaders: Javed Ahmed Mir aUas Naika, 
Vasin Malik, military commander 
(believed to be e^lve despite stale 
r^rte statinp otherwise) 

M Jsbeii 

Founded; 1988-89 
A pip-PldcmittefTtoroanisatian 

Leader: MustaqAhirwd Zarpar ekes 
Latrum 

Katkmlr MiMtoats'LHM^im Ffont 
Founded: Sefri-Od 1986 

The largeW POK-based sAvatents' wbig 
of the JKLF, reoently i^recHted lor the 


Haq'staM^ behif broiigM tb Niw 
OdhbavtolimelttwIlaLr ' 

Khera-Ohani-Hsn kill 
Leader; Mohammad FardoqT 

Paeirie*ttm9w 
Founded: Sept 1974 ■ - 

A pro-Pak seoeeeiotiitl mWiant 
organisation with a laigeeuAipOjl- bna - 


leadership of Siabir Ahmed - 


* ■' - 


MMOAVZD-ZBM^r 1 M 0 
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*Trhis movement is not new” 

Mian Quayoom on the Kashmir problem 


Tilt a month ago, Mian Quayoom, 
the soft-spoken and mild-mannered 
lawyer was known in Kashmir only 
for his fiery courtroom speeches. 
Today, the president of the Srinagar 
High Court Bar Association lives 
underground in Srinagar—the para¬ 
military forces have raided his 
house 17 times since 10 April. 


Quayoom, however, is no gun- 
toting youth—he was one of the 
negotiators for the release of 



Rubaiya ralMwad: Quayocon waa 
the mediator 


Ruhaiya Sayeed last December. 

As chairman of the Tehrik- e~ 
Huriyate Kashmir (Kashmir Resist¬ 
ance Forum), a conglomeration tsf 
ten Islamic organisations am 
Quayoom hintse^ (he does not be¬ 
long to any organisation), 
Quayoom speaks for a large section 
of pro-Jamaat-e-Islaami organisa¬ 
tions rsee box). Sur^DAY met the 
lawyer-activist a month ago after his 
meeting with Kashmir minister ' 
George Fernandes. Excerpts from 
die inier^’icw. 

Sunday: At what point did you get • 
involved in the movement and how? 
Mian Quayoom: In 1987. there was 
an agitation regaiding the durbar 
move; many youths were arrested 
then. I was involved as a ptofes* 
sional (lawyer) r have been 


appearing on behalf of these de¬ 
tenus since. 

Q: What is the raison d’etre of your 
organisation? Is It ainiiated to the 
Jamaat-e-lslnami (JKI)? 

A: No, it IS not affiliated to the 
JET. The Tehrike-Huriyate i.s a 
political organisation with a com¬ 
mon religious base, and its aim is to 
fight for the people. 

Q: What makes k different from the 
40<odd other groups in the current 
movement? 

A: Ours is a common platform for 
all ten parties (sec box on militant 
groups), plus myself, to ensure that 
the decisions of the Jamaat are im¬ 
plemented. 

Q: What is the basis of this common 
platform? 

A: Since the common point of all 
the parties was to achieve for the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir the 
right to self-determination, but 
they were fighting for this cause in 
their own way. it was necessary to 
bring the parties together so that 
they could fight joinfiy. 

Q: How do you intend to do this? 
Ai Firstly, this movement for free¬ 
dom is not new. These organisa¬ 
tions had launched a freedom 
Struggle in 1947, and even earlier, 
in 1W2, they had opposed the 
. accord. We all want to achieve our 
goal, gnd ffve the movement the 
i^t direction. Our first task is to 
mobilise international opinion in 
Iwoor of the movement. We have 
defHtted our representatives to 
countries round the whole world to 
teU them what is the reality about 
Kasdmur. We have decided to agi¬ 
tate at international fora like the 
Ututed Nations, NAM, Comroon- 
Wtultb, SAARC. More important 
for the movement is to educate the 
people here to devise a method of 
self-reliance. 

Q: What does this $elf>reUaace 
mean 

A: They should Uot depend on the 


products of India, or any other 
country, and should be able to pro¬ 
duce everything on their own. The 
way things are, it seems the move¬ 
ment is going to carry on for a long 
time. 

Q; What about negotiations, and 
reintroducing a new pcdidcal pro¬ 
cess? 

A: We have no desire to enter into 
any dialogue with Tndia unless it 
wants to discuss the modalities of 
self-determination. 

Q: Do you want azaadi or are you 
for merging with Pakistan? 

A: It is for the people to decide. 

Q; But most of the organisations in 
your group seem to be for Pakistan, 

Do all of you share the same view on 
that? 

A: Yes, most of them are in favour 
of Pakistan These parties want all 
the people, who have been assured 
the option of the right to self- 
determination, to get it. 

Q: It that where you differ from the 
JKLF? They want azaadi, not 
Pakistan. 

A: Even the JKLF is fighting for 
the right to self-determination. So 
there i.s no difference between ^ 
them and us. I 

Qs On the subject of civil liberties. 


lagntohm; providing no aoludon 
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do y<M b^ve Out reUgious fan* 
dMwntiiUst oripontsalions the 
Htyib^ttl-Mqjahideeo wiwid safe- 
goiirtl these? 

A: The Hejib^ul-Mujahideen is not 
a part of the Jamaat-e-Islaami, 
though it may be influenced by 
Jamaat ideology. 

Q: Isn’t that a fundamentaiist 
ideology? 

A; Whatever is real Islam, one has 
to follow it. But I am first a human 
being and then a Muslim. 

Q: Do you propose an Islamic state? 
Would people of other faiths be wet* 
come there? 

A: The real spirit of Islam is that it 
is the only religion of God. There is 
no doubt that Islam preaches toler¬ 
ance—nowhere does it say that you 
ijb should kill them (people of other 
religions). Hindus living in an Isla¬ 
mic set-up would have no fetters on 
their religious beliefs. Islam says 
"Unka deen mke Uye" (each to his 
own religion) 

Q: Does this mean that there would 
be no discrimination against 
Hindus? 

A: According to the Koran, non- 
Muslims are to pay a jizia, or a 
monetary tax ensuring their safety. 

Q: Then why are the Kashmiri 
Pandits fleeing the valley? Why 
have they been threatened with dire 
consequences If they chose to stay? 
A: This is all to the credit of the 
Governor. It was Jagmohan who 
provided them with army vehicles, 
monetary help and salaries without 
work, and encouraged them to 
make tiicir escape. He intended to 
impose continuous curfew to crush 
the Kashmiri Muslims, and this was 
the method he devised in order to 
save them (Kashmiri Pandits). 

Q: What happens now? Is your 
ot^isatlon of the decisfon- 
nuMng process here and will it pro¬ 
vide teaderdiip if there is a ne^? 

At As the Indian press has eitso 
' noted, unfortunately there is no 
. . gtatepamt in fnd'9 to understand 
, ’' the problems of Kashmir and take 
'a decis|oB iirespective of whether 
people support or oppose him. Ev- 
i ety person at the behn of affairs 
■ wants to continue to remain in 

i— ..... .— 


power without taking a decision on 
Kashmir. They are not solving the 
problem by using armed forces 
against peaceful citizens. 


Q: Bat the militants are not peace¬ 
ful citizens. They have killed inno¬ 
cents . like Khera, Mushir-uUHaq 
and Abdul Ghani... 

A: The militants were pushed to 
killing them by the Governor’s de¬ 
cision not to release a single de¬ 
tenu, who needed an operation to 
save his life. 

Q: Would a new Governor in place 
of jagmohan alter the situation? 

A: It may lessen the miseries of the 


people He (Jagmohan) is on the 
cadre of the Shiv Sena He has not 
been able to control the situation. 
Maybe someone with a human 
heart would understand what the 
people are going through. 

Q; Isn’t Pakistan instigating you? 
A: The Government of India must 
recognise that this is not a territo¬ 
rial dispute between India and 
Pakistan. Every oeace-loving 
citizen of India who has any respect 
for the voice of the people should 
join hands to work towards fulfill¬ 
ing our demand. 

Q; It’s unlikely that India will grant 
you fireedom. Whal then? 

A: India is not in danger of disin¬ 
tegrating so I don't see why it 
doesn’t let go. 


cently across the border to discuss a 
coordinated counter-offensive against 
the Indian government’s recent crack¬ 
down. They also help each other with 
guns and money Together, they enjoy 
the mass support of the people—the 
JKLF through populai appeal, and the 
HM through threats and fear 

he recent trends in militant activ¬ 
ity in the valley have disturbing 
implications for the future of the sub¬ 
continent Contrary to popular belief 
that the movement will be ciushed oi 
stifled by brute force, it will probably 
burgeon ovei the nexl lew years to 
assume more frightening proportion- 
s The militants are shitting their oj»- 
erations to the iiiral areas—stran-y,- 
cally this IS a deadly move Hisiory 
illustrates that urban guerrilla move- 


Supporlers of the militants: not afraid 
of brute force 

menis are very diffaull lo sustain- 
once the fervoui dies down i1 is easy 
to ciush Also, It IS simpler to contain 
militaiv being moie concentrated in 
Its area II the movcmcnl spreads to 
the lural aicas, andt-athers moie sup- 
poiters. then il will be svticmely diffi¬ 
cult for the security forces to control 
Its activities 

Interestinglv, the Jamaat in Kash¬ 
mir has been steadily nurtured by the 
Congress over the years. tci keep in 
check the JKLF and the National Con¬ 
ference Infoimed .sources claim that 
like Bhindranwale in Punjab, the He- 
jib-ul-Muiahideeri is a direct ci cation 
of the Congrcss(l) And for the mo¬ 
ment, at least there seems to be no 
escape from the lollies of the past in 
Kashmir, as in Punjab • 

SMnx SUhva/Srinagar and New Delhi 
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POLITICAL 

ymDETTA 

Orissa s Janata Dal chief minister 
Biju Patnaik raids his Congress(I) enemies 
but finds it difficult to pin them down 


he take-off was the signal ] 
for the crack-down. The I 
moment the Indian Airlines i 
Boeing 737 carrying former | 
Orissa chief minister J B 
Patnaik to New Delhi took off from 
Bhubaneswar airport on the afternoon 
of 9 May, officials of the state vigi¬ 
lance department closed in They 
caught hold of the former chief minis¬ 
ter’s son, Prithviballav Patnaik, who 
had come to see off his father, and 
told him that he would have to be 
present while they raided J B, Pat- 
naik’s his father’s house Patnaik’s son 
had no choice but to comply His 
father’s departuic was the signal for 
the launch of coordinated raids on 12 
Orissa Congress(I) ex-ministers It 
was also the beginning of a credibility 
battle between the ruling Janata Dal 
chief minister Biju Patnaik and the 
state Congress(l) leadership. 

Biju Patnaik had already declared 
an open, no-holds-barred war. He has 
broken the unspoken code about not 
directing personal attacks on politi¬ 
cians no longer in office. Prime Minis¬ 
ter V P Singh might be pursuing the 
Bofors case with single-minded deter¬ 
mination but he has not touched Rajiv 
Ciandhi or his family The quesion of 
raiding Rajiv Gandhi’s house is un¬ 
thinkable But Onssa’s chief minister 
obviously has different values. And 
different compulsions. 

Por the past five years, Biju Pat- 
naik's only theme has been corruption 
in high places He has consistently 
held that J.B Patnaik personified cor¬ 
ruption In fact, the Janata Dal lead¬ 
er’s campaign during the Assembly 
elections, which harped on the same 
issue, had paid rich dividends The 
Congress(I) had virtually been wiped 
out of the state. The popular mandate, 
it seemed, was against corruption. 
And from the first day of assuming 
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office, Bi|u Patnaik reiterated that he 
would “spare no one" in his “anti- 
corruption crusade" 

Public pre.ssure too was enormous 
Oriyas had suffered for years under a 
succession of corrupt Congress(l) gov¬ 
ernments and had finally come to view 
them as oppressors Now, having 
voted an fJpposition government to 
power, they expected action And 
fast They were certainly not prepared 
to accept any backtracking on this 
issue In fact, when Biju Patnaik 
ordered raids on state government en¬ 
gineers two weeks after coming to 
power, the first popular reaction was 
why the engineers'^ What about the 
politicians, bureaucrats and contrac- 



X' 


tors' The issue was threatening to 
damage the new chief minister s credi¬ 
bility He had little option but to nail 
J B Patnaik j 

B ut could he ’ He has, for sure, 
be^n preparing for it One of the 
first things he did after assuming office 
was to form a special vigilance squad 
headed by an inspector general of 
police, R M Patnaik The Congres- 
s(I) reacted to this appointment by 
starting a whisper campaign claiming 
that the inspector general of police 
had links with J B Patnaik and former 


WHAT THE RAIDS REVEALED 


Preliminary reporti have it 
that the vigilance raids on 
the houses of J B Patnaik 
and members ofhus 
former Cabinet revealed the 
following assets 

J.B. Patnaik 

A Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) flat 
worth about Rs 3 lakhs, a 
bank deposit of Rs 2 lakhs, 
an Ambassador car and a 
Maruti van. 

Jugal Kiahore Patnaik 

Bank deposit of Rs J 87 
lakhs, investments, 
including National Savings 
Certificate (NSC), worth 
Rs 1.25 lakhs, gold 
ornaments valued at Rs 1 
lakh, Rs ,36,000 in cash, two 
diesel Ambassadors, two 
two-wheelers, a 
double-storeyed house at 



Kanhu Charm Lanka 


BJB Nagar in Bhubaneswar 
and another house at 
Bomikhal in Bhubaneswar 
in his sister-in-law’s name 

Kanhu Charan Lenka 

Bank deposit of Rs 1 18 
lakhs, a savings bank 
deposit of Rs 95,000, gold 
ornaments worth Rs 1 lakh, 
records showing purchase 


of land worth Rs 96,01K), R 
18,(XX) in cash, a 
.single-storeyed house in 
Bhubaneswar in his wife^ 
name and a house under 
construction at BJB Nagar 

Harihar Karan 

Bank deposit of Rs 2 lakhs 
gold ornaments valued at 
Rs 2 5 lakhs, LIC 
premiums worth Rs 2 5 
lakhs, LIC premiums of R 
66,000, NSCs Rs 27,000, R| 
45 ,(X)0 in cash, an NE-118 
car, a jeep, costly domestic^ 
articles and a 
three-storeyed house at 
Nayapalli in Bhubaneswar 
with marble and mosaic 
fittings 

HabibullaKhan 

Rs 7.68 lakhs in cash, gold 
worth Rs 4 lakhs, a bank 
deposit of Rs 60,000, an 
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Ci)npicss(I) minister Niranjan Pat- 
naik According to Orissa Janata Dal 
insulcis, all (his was part of a cam¬ 
paign aimed at discrediting the new 
vigilance chief R M. Patnaik, these 
sources claimed,was an unimpeach¬ 
able police office! and just the type 
who would not hesitate to strike 
against the powerful 

Inspectoi general of police Patnaik, 
as It turned out, proved to he equal to 
the task set him by chief minister Biju 
Piitnaik He raided a total of 42 pre¬ 
mises belonging to .1 B Patnaik and 
his 11 former Cabinet colleagues and. 


in the process, managed to unearth 
assets worth a total of Rs 2 ciores But 
(hat docs not solve Biju’s problems 
The question now being asked in Oris¬ 
sa is whether the raids on the former 
Congress(I) chief minister and his cro¬ 
nies wcie effective Many people in 
Bhubaneswar, the capital of Orissa, 
are of the view that the raids were 
something of a‘misadventure’T his 
view stems from the fact that the laids 
have not suceded in unearthing any 
portion of the fabulous wealth that 
J B Patnaik and company are sup¬ 
posed to have amassed during their 


Ambassador, a Maruri. a 
scooter and documents 
il^icating that he had more 
assets, including a 
two storeyed hou.se at his 
home-town, Nowrangpui 

Jadunathdas Mohaiiatra 

Bank deposit of Rs 1.3 
lakhs, an investment of Rs 
7 lakhs m making a film, 
NSCs of Rs 52,000, gold 

Jugal KIshora Patnaik 



ornaments worth Rs 
47,000. Rs7,(K)0in cash, 
two Marulis, one 
Ambassador, a Hero 
Honda motorcycle, US 
$500, some German Marks, 
a house on Aerodrome 
Road m Bhubaneswar, 
another house under 
construction at Nayapalh 
and a printing press. 

Muzafar Hutain Khan 

Gold ornaments worth Rs 1 
lakh, bank deposit ot Rs 
25,000, Rs 16,000in cash, a 
Contessa car. a 
two-storeyed house at his 
native town, Bolangir 

Niranjan Patnaik 

Bank deposit of Rs 1 2 
lakhs, gold ornaments 
worth Rs 1 lakh, Rs 20,000 
in cash, US $60, a Fiat and 
a house at Palaspalli in 



Batakniwiiw Jana 


Bliubaneswar.suspectcd to 


be a bcnami asset 


Batakrushna Jena 

Bank deposit of Rs 51,000. 
a house at Sahidnagar in 
Bhubaneswar, three plots 
of land in the names of his 
wife and children and a 
house under construction in 
his village. 


years in power {see box) 
The state vigilance de¬ 
partment later disclosed 
that some rooms in 1 B. 
Patnaik’s Bhubaneswar, 
Cuttack and his ntitise 
I village (Rameswar in 

_ 1 Pun district)residences 

could not ne searched 
because they were sealed State gov¬ 
ernment ofhcials claimed that they 
were still in the process of scrutinising 
documents seized from the houses of 
the former chief minister’s son-in-law. 
Soumya Ranjan Patnaik, and former 
Congress(l) MLA, Suresh Routray 
Both of them are supposed to be the 
henami holders of J.B Patnaik’sprop¬ 
erty 

The haul by the vigilance raiders, in 
fact, has been most disappointing, Of 
the 12 former Congress(I) ministers 
whose premises were raided, vigilance 
department sleuths found that only 
one former minister, Habibulla 
Khan, had imprudently kept more 
than one lakh rupees in cash in his 
possession Even many Oiissa Janata 
Dal leaders arc upset over the ham- 
handed manner in which the raids 
weie conducted They point out that 
the former C’ongrcssfJ) ministers were 
hardly likely to have kept their 
accumulated wealth at home, especial¬ 
ly after the new state government’s 
constant threats The vigilance depart¬ 
ment not only openly adveitiscd the 
raids but also did not bother to gather 
sufficient in(ormatioi) on where the 
loot might be hidden 

Having carried out the raids, BijU 
Patnaik now has to ensure that 
charges of corruption against J.B. Pat¬ 
naik stick. It IS a question of the Jana¬ 
ta Dal chief minister’s credibility and 
future survival The state government 
now hopes that it will be able to pin 
the former Congress(l) ministers 
down by proving that the houses be¬ 
longing to some ex-ministers, like 
Harihar Karan and Nagarjun 
Pradhan, are worth millions—and 
much more than what they are official¬ 
ly valued at But most people in the 
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“I welcome this raid” 

Congress(I) leader Niranjm Patnaik is not 
perturbed 


Si'Ni>Av: What do you feel about 
the vigilance raids on youi houses 
and those of your colleagues in the 
former J.B Patnaik Cabinet ’ 
Nirai^jan Patnaik: It is political 
victimisation Now ihai the Biju 
Patnaik government has failed to 
fulfil Its commitments on controll¬ 
ing prices of essential commodities 
and various other promises, it has 
tried to divert the people by this 
.stunt. 


well and they will also come to 
know us in the course of tunc. 

Q: Do you feel humiliated because 
of the raids? 

A: I shalf have to accept all this as 
the price tor my sincere service to 
the people. The price I have been 
made to pay is due to the action ot 
Biju Patnaik—the root of ill coi- 
ruption in Orissa He is nov. posing 
as a sadhu and trying to find faults 


/ 



Mranlan PatiwHi:'‘Blju la th* rootof all oorruptfon' 

Q: How do you account for the with othei 
as.sets seized from your houses? Dhntarasl 
A: They are already accounted for. deeds of 
Anyone can see my income tax welcome 
records. Moreover, all that has have been 
been claimed to have been found and not B 
(during the raids) is not mine. it. What I 

Some assets like the house (at come ta: 

Palaspalli, Bhubaneswar) and the Kalinga T 
car belong to my younger brother. play a hos 
Amiya Ranjan Patnaik, who has tional sn 
been running his own business for baneswar 
the last 12 to 13 years I myself 
have been an income tax and Niranjai 
wealth tax assessee for the last 25 his , bitten 
years manner in 


with others Fie is also acting like 
Dhntarashlra by ignonng the mis¬ 
deeds of his party colleagues. I 
welcome this raid, but I would 
have been happy if someone else, 
and not Biju Patnaik, had ordered 
it. What has happened to his in¬ 
come tax case regarding his 
Kalinga Trust funds'^ Did he not 
play a host to Walcot (the interna¬ 
tional smuggler) in his Bhu¬ 
baneswar house? 


. Q: How .are you and yotu cfd- 
^teagucs going to tackle tymt you 
say, the “political” raids at the 
l^ltigal level? 

As Periple know Biju Patnaik very 


Niranjan Patnaik later expressed 
his , bitterness about the callous 
manner in which the raid was con¬ 
ducted in fits Bhubaneswar house in 
hii absence. He pointed out that the 
vigilance personnel behaved in a 
petty manner and even seized such 
everyday items as the latrine mug 
and his wife's ktUning needip. 


government are sceptical about the 
quality ot the evidence collected dur¬ 
ing the raids 

P redictably, it is the raiders who 
are now on the defensive The 
Congress(l) ex-ministers who have 
been raided have demanded that the 
government should disclose the list of 
assets unearthed by the vigilance de¬ 
partment and should also prove that 
these assets were acquired through 
corrupt means J B Patnaik has ac¬ 
cused the present chief minister of in¬ 
dulging in “politically motivated” acts 
•Another former minister, Kanhu 
Charan Lenka, who was in Bhu¬ 
baneswar. actually welcomed the raids 
and said he had stayed behind to 
“cooperate” with the vigilance depart¬ 
ment He, liowcvei. demanded that 
even the assets ot Janata Dal minis¬ 
ters. including Biju Patnaik, should be 
made public 

_Hut just how slender 

the vigilance depart- 
fing ment’s case is can be i 

out judged from what they 

' . , discovered about J B 

aids, Patnaik a DDA (Delhi 

'atnaik Development Author- 

kaefn flat worth Rs 3 

'e that account and two cars— 

largGS hardly proof of unpara- 

. ® lleled corruption The 

ICK former chief minister’s 

■■■■ relative and Cabinet col- 

-league, Niranjan Pat¬ 
naik, whom the Janata Dal lead¬ 
ership had targeted for concentrated 
attack, too has emerged unscathed. In 
his case the raiders merely learnt that 
he has a bank deposit of Rs 1 2 lakhs, 
gold worth Rs 1 lakh, Rs 20,000 in 
cash, a Fiat car and a house (suspected 
to belong to him) 

All this IS hardly suffiaent to prove 
that the C\)ngress(I) ministers had 
been looting the state for the past ten 
years and has amassed vast personal 
fortunes. The kind of stuff the vigi¬ 
lante department sleuths found is 
measly, even by middle class stan¬ 
dards Senior state government offi¬ 
cials, however, remain hopeful that 
cases will be filed against all the 12 
ministers Now, the state government 
has to either prove that these assets 
were illegally acquired or it has to 
unearth more damning facts. If it does 
not, the very rationale for the Orissa 
Janata Dal's election will collapse. 

Biju Patnaik has fired the first shot. 
Now he has to ensure he wins the 
war. • 

SaradaP. Nanda/Bhubanaawm- 


Having 
carried out 
the raids, 
Biju Patnaik 
now has to 
ensure that 
the charges 
stick 


SUNDAY20—26 May iMO 




SPECIAL REPORT 


Calling the shots 

Don't laugh at Devi Lai Recent events suggest that he might 

have the last chuckle 


D evi Lai has a secret his But 

clownishness persona is it anc 

only cosmetic The ]oker’s relem 

face disguises one ot the Devi 

country’s shrewdest poll- secre' 

tiLdl manoeuvrers Those who laughed Vinoi 

at his bumbling, bucolic ways are be- mg i 

ginning to realise that it was the Tau jhaar 

who has been chuckling all along And ing yt 

today, lor many of the scoffers inside ruptc 

the Janata Dal, it is already too late mern 
The clown looks all set to have the last sama 
laugh speal 

Lai has proved that he is the only villaj 
othei power to contend with in the shoul 
Janata Dal after Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh P«vl Ul: walking t all 
And all those Janata Dal 
leaders who thought 
that P Singh would S 
be able to sideline the? 

Tau are in a panic For 
not merely has the Jat 
from Haiyana survived, 
but he looks set to pre- 
vail, perhaps even 
dominate the Dal Devi 
Lai's remarkable politic¬ 
al resilience and ability 
to turn intra-party equa¬ 
tions in his favour have 
stunned his detractor. 

Even V P Singh lealises 
that if there is anyone 
within the Dal who can 
push him off his prime 
ministerial perch, it is 
Devi Lai. Predictably, 
this realisation has 
hushed Lai’s critics with¬ 
in the V P. Singh camp. 

And the Tau is reign¬ 
ing supreme Just how 
much his clout has in¬ 
creased can be gauged 
from the manner in 
which even his most 
ludicrous demands are 
met. Take, for instance, 
his success in forcing ev¬ 
erybody to speak Hindi 
in Cabinet meetings. In¬ 
itially, this demand met 
with strong resistance 
from several ministers 
and bureaucrats. 


But Lai made an issue of 
It and V P Singh, ultimately, had to 
relent During one Cabinet meeting, 
Devi Lai even snubbed Cabinet 
secretary and V P Singh favourite, 
Vinod Pande, when he began speak¬ 
ing in English "Too kyon English 
jhaar raha haT^" (Why are you shoot¬ 
ing your mouth off in English'^) inter¬ 
rupted Lai,and a nervous Pande stam- 
merred "Sir, mat Bharat ke gaon kee 
samasya par hoi raha thaa" (Sir, I was 
speaking on the problems of India’s 
villages) But the unrelenting Tau 
shouted back. "Too gaon kee baai kya 



karta hai? Kahhi gaon gya hai?” 
(What can you say about villages? 
Have you ever been to a village?). A 
visibly shaken Pande did not care to 
continue the conversation 

At a Janata Dal Parliamentary Par¬ 
ty meeting m the Central Hall of Par 
hament. when Prime Minister V T 
Singh delivered a speech m English, a 
few MPs from UP and Bihar objected 
and asked him to speak in Hindi in 
future Before Singh could reply, Devi 
Lai stood up and assured the legisla¬ 
tors that he at least would speak in 
I Hindi "There are a few persons 
who speak in En- 

_glish But we are not 

going to be impressed,” 
Lai declared, much to 
the embarrassment of 
V P. Singh and the de¬ 
light of the assembled 
MPs, who loudly ap¬ 
plauded Lai’s remarks. 

D evi Lai's anti- 
English stance 
might point to his arro¬ 
gant, rural upbringing, 
but It also shows that the 
Jat leader knows his 
constituency His vote- 
bank IS confined to the 
rural Hindi heartland. 
And it IS this segment of 
the population he con¬ 
stantly addresses He 
knows that the illiterate 
peasantry of this region 
views English with a 
mixture of hatred and 
suspicion His conde¬ 
mnation of English is, 
therefore, politically 
motivated If his recent 
moves are analysed, it 
will be obvious that the 
canny Devi Lai has de¬ 
liberately kept up his im¬ 
age of being an unsoph¬ 
isticated. almost crude, 
old peasant, keeping in 
mind his electorate. 
Even his official resi¬ 
dence at the President’s 
Estate in New Delhi 
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Ranjit Singh is now looking for a compromise and 
might be persuaded to support his brother, 
Om Prakash Chautala (left) 


temporary crisis The cookie looked as 
if it was about to crumble The Janata 
Dal’s reaction was predictable. Faced 
with the prospect of the government 
collapsing, Dal leaders—without ex¬ 
ception—pleaded with Devi Lai to 
reconsider his decision And the Tau 
magnanimously reconsidered He had 
won After this episode, no faction in 
the Janata Dal would dare annoy him 
Not even Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
Devi Lai's next coup was the remov¬ 
al of Ajit Singh, who had been ex- 
ticmely vocal about the Meham rig¬ 
ging. from the secretaryship of the 
Janata Dal At the same time, the Tau 
found his son a safe constituency— 
Darabakala If Chautala loses the 
Meham by-election, he can always 


The men behind the throne 

Who are Devi Lai’s advisers? 


sports a bold sign. “Devi Lai ka Ghar” 
(Devi Lai’s House) 

But the Tau’s perspicacity goes 
beyond posturing. He knows how to 
play his political cards as well When 
he ‘donated’ the prime ministership to 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh and 
accepted the post of deputy prime 
minister, many questioned his deci- 
■sion They pointed out that Lai had 
been elected leader of the Janata Dal 
Parliamentary Party and could legiti¬ 
mately have staked his claim for the 
country’s top post In retrospect, 
accepting the deputy prime minis¬ 
tership was a cunning move The post 
ensured that he was officially regarded 
as Number Two in the government 
and not someone who could be com¬ 
pletely sidetracked like Chandra 
Shekhar 

The Meham episode proved how 
Devi Ldl could get away with any¬ 
thing The Janata Dal leadership had 
been talking about political morality 
and the blatant ngging at this consti¬ 
tuency lust could not square with what 
the party preached There was a pub¬ 
lic outcry against Devi Lai’s son, Om 
Prakash Chautala, and most political 
observers, at one stage, were con¬ 
vinced that Chautala would have to 
step down Pnme Minister V.P Singh 
rcfcried the issue to the Political 
Affairs Committee of the Janata Dal 
But nothing happened Chautala is 
still the chief minister of Haryana and 
all of V P. Singh’s promises about 
electoral reforms today stand for no¬ 
thing 

Devi Lai got his way by announcing 
his resignation from the deputy prime 
ministership at a time when the press¬ 
ure on him was the greatest The sud¬ 
den, dramatic announcement plunged 
the National Front gtwernment into a 


D eputy prime minister Devi Lai 
has no less than four trusted 
advisers. He religiously consults 
them before taking any significant 
decision They are: Chandra 
Shekhar, Sharad Yadav. Chanel 
Ram and K K. Deepak. 

The Janata Dal leader from Bal- 
lia, Chandra Shekhar is the strateg¬ 
ist. His pathological hatred for 
V P. Singh inspires him to great 
depths of dcviousness. He broods 
and hatches plans at his Bhondsi 
farmhouse Devi Lai. only too wil¬ 
lingly, implements what Chandra 
Shekhar’s embittered mind chalks 
out. Devi Lai’s son and Haryana 
chief minister Om Prakash Chauta¬ 
la, too, is a close friend of Chandra 
Shekhar. In fact, it is said that 
Chautala often used Chandra 
Shekhar as a conduit for transmit¬ 
ting his political views. 

The Union textiles minister, 
Sharad Yadav, has a long-standing 
relationship with Chandra 
Shekhar. Yadav continues to be a 
staunch supporter and admirer of 
Chandra Shekhar and believes that 
y.P. Singh, the usurper, has un¬ 
fairly exploited the fruits of their 
struggle against the Congress(l) 
Sharad Yadav. however, does 
not get along with Chautala. But be 
does not let this come in the way of 
his friendship with Devi Lai. Lai. 
on bis part, seems to have great 


faith m Vadav’s political acumen. 
For, before every meeting of the 
Janata Dal Political Affairs Com¬ 
mittee, the Tau rushes to Yadav for 
advice. 

Former Union minister Chand 
Ram from Haryana is a long-time 
follower of Devi Lai. He is not a 
politician with a mass base; Ram 
believes in the politics of conve¬ 
nient alliances and has hung on to 
Devi Lai with considerable tenac¬ 
ity. Lai, in turn, got him a ticket for 
the Hardoi Lok Sabha constituency 
in Uttar Pradesh. Ram,‘ apparent¬ 
ly. was not certain if the voters in 
his native state, Haryana, would 
take to him. At any rate, thanks to 
the Tau, he won the elections and 
has now emerged as the deputy 
prime minister’s key liaison man. 

Sharad Yaaiav 
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Their dislike for 
V.P. Singh binds 
them together. 
Chandra Shekhar > 
is Devi Lai’s chief | 
strategist 


Ram was the man who mediated in 
Devi Lai's recon cilia to rv meetings 
with Ajit Singh and Kanjit Singh. 

Last but not the least is Devi 
Lai’s former PA. K K. Deepak, 
who was the principal of an in¬ 
termediate college in Maryana be¬ 
fore he joined the Tau’s services. 
Lai IS obviously impressed by 
Deepak’s learning; for, he now 
^ consults him at every step. Deepak 
is thus Chanakya to the ambitious 
Tau. With four such impeccable 
advisers, how could the deputy 
prime minister possibly lose? 


CtandRam 
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contest again Lai, the ever-anxious 
parent, has also worked overtime to 
woo anli-Chautala Jat leaders. Devi 
l.al’s second son, Ranjit Singh, who 
hates Chautala, has been isolated and 
many of his supporters have deserted 
him Haryana leader Kripa Ram 
Pumya’s group too has split In fact, so 
effective has Devi Lai's attack on the 
anti-Chautala camp been that reports 
now suggest that Ranjit Singh, too, is 
looking for a compromise and might 
be persuaded to support his brother, 
Chautala, in Darbakala The family 
reunion is likely to be consummated 
by Ranjit Singh’s appointment to an 
important post in Delhi 

T he joker in the Janata Dal pack is 
now preparing to be king His fin¬ 
al target is Visbwanath Pratap Singh 
Devi Lai has come to believe that his 
real enemy is the Raja and in the long 
run only one of them can survive as 
the Janata Dal supremo He is conse¬ 
quently determined to cut down every 
group and individual supporting V P 
Singh And in this final crusade, the 
Tau has shown a willingness to com¬ 
promise with anybody, as long as it 
furthers his ultimate aim 
The rivalry with Ajit Singh, for inst¬ 
ance, has conveniently been forgot ten 


for the moment. Devi Lai has held two | 
rounds of ‘secret’ talks with Singh in [ 
recent weeks The mediators in these j 
talks were Union minister of state for j 
health Rashid Masood and former | 
minister Chand Ram Devi Lai has, 
reportedly, assured Ajit Singh that he 
would not henceforth interfere in 
western Uttar Pradesh politics and. in 
return, Ajit Singh has promised to 
keep away fiom Haryana Both have 
also agreed to accommodate each 
other’s supporters Besides, the Tau is 
trying to sort out differences between 
Ajit Singh and UP chief minister 
Mulayam Singh Yadav by telling both 
that V P Singh wants to keep the 
backward class Janata Dal leaders di¬ 
vided 

To show that he is serious about 
mending fences, the deputy prime 
minister has got a number of plum 
assignments for Ajit Singh’s men Ajil 
Singh, on his part, has convinced Devi 
Lai of the need to scale down his 
attacks on Arun Nehru and company 
Similarly, Devi Lai has made up with 
Chandra Shekhar and the two leaders 
today keep each other informed about 
their moves. And it is these moves 
that have made the deputy prime 
minister the real power in the party 

V P Singh found out just how 
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The Tau has come 
to believe that his 
real enemy is the i 
Raja and, in the 
long run, only one 
of them can 
survive 


powerful his deputy had grown when 
It came to electing a president for the 
Janata Dal The Raia had decided on 
Jaipal Reddy and it seemed, at first, 
that he would have his way But Devi 
Lai, who was in China at that time, 
heard of the move and immediately 
called his cronies m New Delhi to 
defeat Reddy 

Devi Lai’s nominee was S R Bom- 
mai And the moment word got out 
that the Tau supported Bommai, lead¬ 
ers like Rant.ikrishna Flegde, Arun 
Nehru and Ajit Singh indicated that 
they would not back Reddy Within 24 
hours, the situation had changed dra¬ 
matically and It was certain that Red- 
; dy would lose. A panic-stricken V P 
I Singh requested his friends, the Orissa 
[ chief minister Biju Patnaik and fi¬ 
nance minister Madhu Dandavate, to 
somehow postpone the 
elections A showdown 
was thus averted, but 
even Jaipal Reddy real¬ 
ised It was the Tau and 
not \’ishwanath Pratap 
Singh who really con¬ 
trolled the party Janata 
Dal insiders disclose 
that now Reddy is im¬ 
ploring Devi Lai to 
make Bonimai step 
down. 

Another prominent 
casualty in this war has 
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been the Indian Express Devi 
Lai believes that the Express cam¬ 
paign against him was inspired by V P 
Singh According to sources within the 
Janata Dal, V.P Singh had made up 
his mind to drop all the pending cases 
against Ramnath Goenka and his 
new'spaper empire The deputy prime 
minister, however, decided he would 
hit out by publicising the Express 
cases. He first wrote a letter to V P 
Singh, alleging that the Express was 
conspiring with foreign powers to des¬ 
tabilise the country With the letter, he 
attached an 80-page document, listing 
the dozens of charges again.st Ram¬ 
nath Goenka and his group A few 
days later, the letter and its 80-page 
annexure was leaked to a few Con- 
gress(I) MPs who flourished it in Pai- 
liament with great glee V P 
Singh was left with 
no option but to 
announce that the gov¬ 
ernment had no plans to 
drop anv of the pending 
cases 

The Express episode 
had a curious fall-out 
Ramnath Goenka is re¬ 
ported to be anything 
but pleased with his edi¬ 
tor Arun Shoune’s anti- 
Devi Lai stance and be¬ 
lieves that a compromise 
ought to be effected 
With the Tau. Goenka, 


apparently, has not taken 
kindly to Slioiirie’s constant iiiades 
against the deputy prime minister or 
the use of the Express as a tool in the 
pioxy battle between the Prime Minis- 
tei and his deputy Shouric is by all 
accounts, in a bit of a tix Even his 
hope of being nominated to the Rajya 
Sabha has been stalled by Devi Lai, 
who wrote a strong lettei to V P 
Singh opposing Shoune's nomination 
On the other hand, Devi Lai has man¬ 
aged to get even his PA (personal 
assistant), K K Deepak, nominated 
to the Rajya Sabha 

Everything points to the fact that 
Devi Lai is no ordinary deputy prime 
minister Nor is he a clown If his 
behavioui is anything to go by, then 
he IS the real head of the Indian gov¬ 
ernment Huge boards outside his re¬ 
sidence in President’s E.state read' 
"Up-Pradhan Mantri Niwas”. Armed 
commandos constantly guard him. 
Like the Pnme Minister, he too has 
his special Air Force aircraft for his 
frequent cross-country visits, com¬ 
plete with a captive Doordarshan 
crew His regular cavalcade consists of 
a minimum of eight cars But those are 
only the standard trappings of power. 
His real clout lies behind the seeming¬ 
ly ridiculous visage of the country 
clod • 
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INDER MALHOTRA 


Makiiig out with Japan 

New Delhi could do with a dose of love in Tokyo 



It may be rather late 
to advert to it, and 
the subject is surely 
not half as sexy as, 
say, Pakistan or Chi¬ 
na. But the visit to 
this country by the 
Japanese Prime 
Minister, Toshiki Kaifu, merits grea¬ 
ter attention than it has received so 
far. In fact, to say that this event is 
something of a landmark, not just in 
bilateral relations between this coun¬ 
try and Japan, but for the whole of 
Asia .would be no exaggeration. 

The 10 per cent increase that Kaifu 
announced in the yen credit to India 
raising the figure to 100 billion this 
year.is the least part of his odyssey 
through this country, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh. The more 
material point is that Japan, with its 
formidable economic clout which has 
frightened even the almighty Amer¬ 
icans, has at last become aware of, and 
interested in. South Asia which, in the 
terminology of the Gaimushu, the 
Japanese foreign office, is called 
South-Wdst Asia. This wholesome de¬ 
velopment would have been unthink¬ 
able even a few years ago. For, inex¬ 
plicably, until very recently Japanese 
vision in Asia extended only up to 
Burma or over the co-prosperity area 
envisioned by a previous generation of 
the Japanese. The Gulf, of course, 
mattered to Tokyo, especially after 
the “oil shokku" of 1973. However, 
the Japanese pohey planners managed _| 
to shift their gaze from Rangoon to 
Kuwait and beyond without looking at 
the vast and populous Indian subconti¬ 
nent. 

No Japanese Prime Minister in the 
post-war era before Kaifu ever visited 
any Asian country before first making 
a pilgrimage to ASEAN countries, 
collectively a backyard of Japan, eco¬ 
nomically at least. Kaifu is the first 
Japanese PM to pick on India and its 
neighbours for his first visit outside 
the charmed arcle of the rich nations 
of the West, headed by the US. 

Both personal and national pur¬ 
poses appear to have influenced 
Kaifu’s travel plans and, more impor¬ 


tantly, his pronouncements in India as 
well as in Pakistan on the delicate and 
sensitive issue of Kashmir. Personally, 
Kaifu is anxious to improve his stand¬ 
ing among his countrymen and thus 
free himself from the tutelage of 
Takeshita, the ousted Prime Minister 
who still wields much greater influ¬ 
ence in the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party than any other leader. To be 
seen to be playing a moderating, if not 
a mediatory, role between India and 
Pakistan is a very good way of doing 
so. But it ought to be clear that he 
would not have been able even to 
dream of what he has done were it not 
for the fact that Japan collectively is 
looking for a new role in the vastly 
changed world of today. 



KaHiK aliwtchfiv out ■ halping hand 

The basic US-Japan security rela¬ 
tionship endures. But the economic 
clash of interests between the two 
allies is assuming alarming propor¬ 
tions. Despite Super 301, Japan’s 
trade surplus of $50 billion with the 
US is on the increase. Many Amer¬ 
icans continue to talk of an“econoimc 
Pearl Harbour”. Despite the so-called 
ceiling of one per cent on Japanese 
military expenditure, Japan, in abso¬ 
lute terms, is the world’s third largest 
spender on defence. It has greater 
military power than either Britain or 
France. While its own relations with 
the US have entered a very uneasy 
phase, it carefully watches the growing 
detente between the US and the 


USSR and a reasonably cordial dia¬ 
logue between China and the Soviet 
Union. After all4.,i Peng, his Chinese 
opposite number, was in Moscow 
while Kaifu was being feted in New 
Delhi and Islamabad. 

Under these circumstances, what 
would have been more natural for 
Japan than to want to play a more 
active political role, especially in cru¬ 
cial areas of the world, like South 
Asia, which it had earlier left alone? 
Kaifu’s offer to mediate between India 
and Pakistan over Kashmir, should 
both sides invite it to do so, is parallel 
to Its sudden interest in promoting an 
understanding between the Cambo¬ 
dian premier, Hun Sen, and Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk with a view to en¬ 
ding Cambodia’s long-lasting agony. 
In New Delhi, the visiting Prime 
Minister was told, of course, that In¬ 
dia does not want third party interven¬ 
tion in its relations with Pakistan He 
did not seem to mind. 

Altogether, therefore, Kaifu has 
offered this country an excellent 
opportunity to establish with Japan 
the kind of relations that must exist 
between the two countries,but have 
unfortunately eluded them so far. TTie 
great Asian triangle consists of India, 
Japan and China, not of India, China 
and Pakistan, as some foolish Indians, 
blindly following western analysts, 
have made out. 

TTie unending stream of Marutis, 
recklessly zig-zagging through Indian 
traffic and risking countless lives, 
should not mislead anyone. The India- 
Japan relationship at present is not 
good,indeed pathetic. Japan has in¬ 
vested nine billion dollars in Indone¬ 
sia, just under four billion in Singa¬ 
pore, two billion in China and 1.7 
billion in Malaysia. In India the 
J^anese investment is a measly 70 
million dollars. 

Japan surely has reservations about 
Indian investment and economic poli¬ 
cies. But these can be sorted out. Our 
investment can even be ignored. The 
real issue is establishment of a basic 
and overarching understanding with 
Japan. The opportunity now being 
offered must be grabbed. • 
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NKMi BharadwaJ wHhottMT actor*: 
aaaycam ar ad a ri a ; (extrema ri^) 
Chopra: exacthiK etamianl* 


Sundays will never be 
the same again. TV's 
Mahabharat draws 
to a close 





A s the sun beat down on the 
make-believe Kurukshet- 
ra at Film City, Bombay, 
the Knshna of the televi- 
sion's mega-serial, 
Mahabharat, sat in a chariot, furiously 
dabbing at the sweatbeads on his 
forehead with a tissue in one hand, 
and holding—no not the sudarshan 
chakra —an umbrella in the other. 
Director Ravi Chopra, meanwhile, 
shouted invective into a microphone. 
“If you guys don’t get it right this time, 
I’ll kick you all out.’’ (So much for 
being christened 'Aryaputra' by his 
colleagues!) Fifty-odd junior artistes 
in their tacky costumes and tin-pot 
helmets rushed to do his bidding as 
they scrambled on to their horses. 
And the pantheon of small screen 
gods touched up their greasepaint, 
strapped on their Velcro-fitted 
shields, filled their make-believe quiv¬ 
ers with arrows, screwed up their faces 
to put on appropriately fierce express¬ 
ions and prepared to “get it nght” for 
the nth time. The cameras rolled, the 



a B.R. Chopra: agMl-Mnt 
opportunity to ro-ootaibiMh 
himaH 


horses galloped, the chariots rumbled 
and Chopra shouted “cut” only to 
have the entire rigmarole begin all 
over again. 

W ith the telecast of the 93rd epi¬ 
sode in early July, the curtains 
will finally be drawn on a serial that 
has hypnotised the entire nation. For 
the millions who are hooked to the 
drama unfolding on their 20-inch 
screens, Sunday mornings will never 
be the same again. The end of the epic 
will also leave a big vacuum in the 
lives of director Ravi Chopra and his 
army of technicians, actors and be¬ 
hind-the-scenes personnel. For, 
Mahabharat was more than an epic. It 
was a national addiction. 

Such was the nation’s obsession 
with Mahabharat that Doordarshan 
officials were forced to reschedule the 
programme at 9 am after viewers ob¬ 
jected to the initial 10 am, Sunday 
morning slot. Though the first episode 
recorded viewership figures of only 33 
per cent, these soon soared and hit a 
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plateau at 75 per cent. On a couple of 
occasions, the figures even touched 
t an all-time high of 95 per cent. Says 
Sarang Panchal, executive director of 
the market research agency, MRAS/ 
Burke: “It has had a massive core 
audience which no other television 
senai has been able to match till 
date.” Even its epic predecessor, 
Sagar's Ramayan, could 
only boast of viewership 
figures of 75 per cent at 
the top end of the scale. 

Says Ravi Chopra, 

“Even in our wildest im¬ 
aginations, we could 
never have dreamt of 
such a tremendous re¬ 
sponse.” 

F or the Chopras, 

Ravi and his father 
who heads the BR 
► movie empire, the pro¬ 
ject itself came as a god- 
send. One of the 


most prestigious banners in Hindi 
moviedom, the Chopras’ glory days 
were most definitely over. The block¬ 
buster barons were hnding it more and 
more difficult to live up to their 
reputation of churning out money- 
spinners as film after film bombed at 
the box-office. A chequered career 
graph, which included hits such as 
m Matefetoflrt myttwiogy 



Gumraah, WaqI and Insaaf Ka Tara- 
zu, had been stymied mid-stnde with 
disasters such as Hamraaz, Aadmi 
Aur Insaan and even an Amitabh 
Bachchan starrei, Zameer. 

In a last-ditch bid to re-establish 
themselves, the Chopras launched a 
major offensive. The Burning Train, 
billed as one of the costliest pro¬ 
ductions of its time, 
boasted a star-cast that 
put Sholay to shame, 
and had state-of-the-art 
special effects thrown 
in. But it turned out to 
be a major disaster that 
very nearly wrecked the 
BR empire. Fortunately 
for the Chopras, their 
next venture proved to 
be a face-saver but 
Nikaah was at best a 
moderately successful 
movie. It was in such a 
scenario that the then 
secretary for informa¬ 
tion and broadcasting, 
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S.S. Gill, made the 
Chopras an offer they 
couldn’t refuse: he prop¬ 
osed they make a 52- 
episode serial (which 
was later extended) for 
Doordarshan on the 
epic, Mahabharat. 

As it turned out, not 
only was it a chance for 
the fast-fading filmmak¬ 
ers to get their act 
together, but also the 
perfect opportunity for 
them to make their mil¬ 
lions while commanding 
a viewership which few films could 
boast. Among the post-Mahabharat 
releases by BR Films only Aaj Ki 
Awaaz managed to do reasonably 
well at the box-office while Dahleez 
and Awaam sank without a trace. This 
only helped reinforce what trade pun¬ 
dits were already predicting: 
Mahabharat would do for the Chopras 
what Ramayan did for Ramanand 
Sagar. 

Though both Ramayan and 
Mahabharat went on the 


floors at approximately 
the same time—Gill had 
offered Sagar the 
Ramayan project— 
Doordarshan officials 
felt that beaming two 
epics simultaneously 
might prove to be coun¬ 
ter-productive. So, the 
Chopras had to cool 
their heels while Sagar 
went on the air hrst with 
his Ramayan and took 
his own sweet time to 
wind up his epic effort. 
But the government 
decision, says Ravi Chopra, worked 
out in their favour. “We got the time 
to get the logistics and other routine 
things organised and a little more time 
to work on the screenplay.” 

Eventually, the Sagar saga wound 
up and its sequel, Uttar Ramayan,v/as 
slotted for Friday evening prime-time 
viewing, but it never quite made the 
grade. The Chopras’ Mahabharat, in 
the meantime, took off to a flying 
start. It fitted into the slot vacated by 
Ramayan like a glove and the masses, 


The key to the 
success of 
Mahabharat was 
the fact that it 
did not gp 
against any 
preconceived 
notions about 
the epic 


STARDOM STAKRS 

How Mahabharat catapulted unknowns 
into fame overnight 


F or small-tinie actor Feroz Khan 
it was the proverbial make-or- 
break opportunity. B.R. Oiopra’s 
MahtAharat was being launched 
and talent scouting was on in full 
swing. Khan, with a cotqrie of bit 
roles in insignificant televisicm se¬ 
rials to bis credit, was among the 
28,000 asmrants who were being 
auditionea. The screen test came 
and went, and Khan was rejected. 
Soon after, he missed the lead role 
for R,K. Nayyar’s film, Pati Par- 
meshwar, by a whisker. Dis¬ 
appointed, he returned to BR 
Films' offices in the hope that he 
could wan^e a bit nde. At ffiat 
time, Juhi Chawla was being 
screen-tested for the role of 
Drai^adi. Gofi Paintal, the pro¬ 
duction controUer, thrust spme cos¬ 
tumes at Khan and asked him to 
pose at Arjun. No sooner had B.R. 
Chopra set eyes on Khan, than he 
eadaimed: "That’s my Arjun." 


The rest is, of course, history. 
But as Khan, who has since rechris¬ 
tened himself Arjun, puts it, “It 
was the moustache that did the 
trick. Earlier,' too, I had been 
screen-tested but without the stick- 
on moustache.” While Arjun liter- 
ahy stumbled onto the role, Puneet 
Issar, who plays Duryodhan, speci¬ 
fically wanted the role of 
Duryodhan. “As a kid, I had al¬ 
ways hero-worshq>ped Bheem,” re¬ 
calls Issar. “Because I was a weakl- 
ii^, my Dad would always tell me, 
Took son, if you drink your milk, 
you’ll grow im big and strorm like 
^leem.’ And I wotdd qtnc% do 
hte bidding.” But sdien it came to 
choosing his role in Mahabharat, 
he opted to be Duryodhan. “Until 
Mahabharat came along, I had 
been doing motive roles, and I 
tfiought that this would be the 
oppoj ^ni ty not osdy to play a btd 
guy, but sim the cmuacter has so 



many shades, it would be a chal¬ 
lenge to doit well.’’And Issar had 
no trouble at all in walking away 
with the role. 

Nor did Pravin Kumar, the 
Bheem of Chopra’s MafuAhona. A 
former Olympian, Kumar had 
given up bo^ ol being the centre 
of attraction after his career in 
sports was over. “I had begun to 
telieve that the duqrter of my life 
which had Iwougbt me sudh recog¬ 
nition and fame was over ami dow 
with. Fd been out of the limeh^ 
for IS years and yet I stiU mism 
it.” Finally with Bheem’s role, 
Kumar returned to the igiot- 
ligfat. And dus tone, it’s not just 
sport -bofb vdio reocgnise his 6' 9* 
foame, but anytme who watches the 
most popular dmw on huhan tdb- 
viiieiL 
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Yet another success stoty was 
that at Mttkedi Khanna, who had 
despaired ever ma]pag it bix in 
movies. But his portrayal of Bhis- 
ma catapulted hm overnight, into 
die trig league, and today Khanna 
hat some of the most coveted 
assignments in the industry. 

Forex-veterinarian, Nitish Bhar- 
adwaj, whose only major assign¬ 
ment was a role in Nabyendu 
Ghosh’s Dii^iagai, wielding Krish¬ 
na’s sudarshan chakra has meant a 
big forward m his career. 

Riqia Ganguly, Rennka Israni, 
Oaterora Cbauhu, Pankaj Dheer 
and countless other aspiring stars 
arbo performed in Mahwharat 
have got a head-start in their 
caneers. But whether theirs wiQ be 
ono^eiial success stories, only time 
and the gods can teU.. 


already hooked to a diet of religious 
epics, lapped it up. But where 
Mahabharat triumphed over Ramayan 
was in its superior production techni¬ 
ques. Spectacle, splendour and gran¬ 
deur were the catch-phrases that stood 
the filmmakers in good stead. Their 
technical expertise was put to the test 
right from the day the serial went on 
the air on 2 October, 1988. Opulence 
was the key to success and as the senal 
rode the crest of the popularity wave, 
the sets got even more lavish and 
spectacle-oriented. 

It was the ‘war sequences', howev¬ 
er, which conclusively proved the 
Chopras’ superior technical skills. The 
unit tested Mysore, Bangalore, Mad¬ 
ras and Dehradun for a suitable locale 
for its crucial battle scenes before 
rinally deciding on Jaipur. “Only 
Jaipur could meet our requirements,” 
explains Chopra. “For the action 
scenes, we used about 5,000 men, 500 
horses and 100-odd elephants. In the 
process, we spent more than Rs 40 


lakhs on just 20 days of shooting " 
Twenty days and 2,100 shots (which 
were taken with six cameras) later, the 
Mahabharat unit returned to Bombay 
and the race against deadlines—post¬ 
production work had to be completed 
while simultaneously shooting for the , 
next episodes. “We had lost 20 days, j 
which meant about four episodes and 
our pool of ready material was down 
by 11 episodes,” recalls Chopra. “We 
made up by working 18 hours a day, 
rarely stopping for a breather. ” Not 
even mishaps could slow down the 
break-neck pace. For instance, when 
one of the actors suffered a serious 
injury, Chopra improvised with a 
stand-in and then later inserted close- 
ups of the actor. 

And after all that, Gufi Paintal, 
production controller, who also dou¬ 
bled as an actor in Mahabharat, says 
with justibabie pride; “We made ev-, 
ery effort to make Mahabharat, on a 
grand scale. It didn’t matter that we 
were making it for the small screen. 
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The effort that we put in—in our 
characterisations, sets, costumes, spe¬ 
cial effects—shows. Ours can be com¬ 
pared with any of the world’s best 
productions, even Ben Hur or the Ten 
Commandments." Tall talk'^ Perhaps, 
but the Chopras never did shy away 
from controversy 

I n fact, they had their first taste of 
controversy right after the senal 
went on the air Critics accused the 
Chopras of shrewdly using King Bhar¬ 
at (played by Raj Babbar)—^who chose 
Bhumanyu, as the heir to his empire 
and not any of his sons—to comment 
against present-day dynastic rule. 
Rumours that Mandi House had de¬ 
leted some crucial dialogues and 
Doordarshan bosses had voiced their 
displeasure at the politicisation of an 
epic raged, even as the filmmakers 
vociferously denied them 
But as It later turned out, far from 
going in for intellectually stimulating 
interpretations, the Chopras preferred 


to tread the path of the straight and 
narfow. “The key to the success of 
Mahabharat was the fact that it didn’t 
run counter to preconceived notions 
that people have harboured for 
generations," explains Ravi Chopra 
If anything,’ he indulged in all the 
usual, filmi tricks to reinforce these 


populist images. 

Another criticism of the serial is 
that it IS too gimmicky. The Arjun- 
Subhadra nuptial scene—complete 
with song and visuals of rose petals 
showering down on the couple—is 
ated as an in.stance of the vulgarisa¬ 
tion of the Mahabharat But Chopra 


BACK TO THE PAST 


After Mahabharat, religious and historical 
extravaganzas are the rage 


B ig is beautiful, opulence is in 
and every filmmaker worth his 
mega-milliODS is making mytholo- 
gicals, costume dramas, historical or 
period films. It was Ramayan that 
showed the way. And Mahabhar- 
at's phenomenal success only 
proved what many among them 
already knew; it’s back to the past. 
Now, besides the one on the Bible, 
there are a host of television serials 
and film projects in the pipeline 
which are flogging the back-to-the- 
roots theme to death. Whether it’s 
O.P. Ralhan’s long-delayed Asho- 
ka The Great. Sanjay Khan’s con¬ 
troversial The Sword Of Tipu Sul¬ 
tan. debutant Chandra Prakash 
Dwivedi’s 26-episode serial Cha- 
nakya or Ramanand Sugar’s Krish¬ 
na, filmmakers are bent on making 
hay while Doordarshan bosses 
smile benignly at these proposals 

A couple of them, such as Vis- 
wamitra and Panchatantra Se, have 
already bagged prime-time slots. 
And there are still more m the 


offing. Doordarshan officials seem 
to feel that with burgeoning in¬ 
terest in religion-oriented serials, 
these should be awarded prime¬ 
time Sunday morning viewing 
slots. Dr Rahi Masoom Raza, 
script-writer of Mahabharat, who is 
also scripting many of these films/ 


serials, including Salma Sultan’s 
Panchatantra Se, Ralhan’s As/ioka, 
and assorted others titled Om. Jai 
Matap and Vaishalt Ki Nagar 
Vadhu, says, “People are so dis¬ 
gusted with the present that they 
are trying to go back into the past 
to see where they went wrong.” 

There is no harm in the return- 
to-religion films, feels Raza, pro¬ 
vided they are “dealt with 
cautiously and carefully”. He adds: 
“From a certain point of view they 
^re healthy because they promote 
better values, but from another 
point of view, they are reactionary, 
as there is a danger of strengthen- 
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» A star off-duty: tha imago goes up in smoke; 
(right) Arjun makes iqi: dressed to Mil 


and company dismiss such cnticism as 
“non-constructivc and petulant”. Says 
Arjun, who plays the role ot his 
namesake in the senal “Rather, it’s 
the glamorisation ol a mundane scene. 
Okay, so we did take some poetic 
licence, but one has to do these things 
when one is dealing with the audio 


visual medium ” Adds Bharat 
Dabholkar, ad man and Mahabharat 
buff “You can’t make such a serial 
too subtle There has to be a certain 
amount of garishness, otherwise it 
would become too urban-oriented 
After all, the filmmakers are catering 
to the lowest common denominator. 


ing fundamentalists as well.” 
Ramanand Sagar, whose avowed 
“mission m life is to propagate the 
Bhagwad Mahapuran", which is 
considered to be the last word in 
Hindu philosophy, thinks that the 
uproar against religion-oriented 
films has been created purely by 
the media. "I never propagated 
communal values in Ramayan but 
human values It was the media 
which gave it a political colour. If 
anything, Ramayan has helped the 
country because it’s proved to be 
the greatest unifying force.” 

Sagar who has already begun 
shooting his Krishna in Umber- 
gaon IS, however, not making his 
serial for Doordarshan this time. 
He says; “When I made Ramayan 1 
wasn’t paid any fancy price by the 
sponsors. In fact, I spent much 
more than I earned. This time 
though. I’m making it for the video 
circuit and if Doordarshan is in¬ 
terested in showing it, I’ve no 
objections.” 

While Sagar is obviously a man 
with a mission, so is O.P. Ralhan 
whose efforts to launch Ashoka 
The Great began way back in 1978. 
His film was to have been an 
Indo-US collaboration and it was 
billed at US $15 million. But the 
deal was scuttled when Ralhan 
^ realised that he wouldn’t have the 
^ final say in its production. In 1987, 


the project was revived only to be 
shelved yet again. This time, the 
US promoter Joseph Bolker who 
was to have provided the major 
part of the finance—a mind- 
boggling US $25 million—died just 
when the project was to be laun¬ 
ched. 

But Ralhan, it seems, will be 
third time lucky. The plan is to 
make a 52-episode serial, which 
will be marketed in India and the 
US, and later in the Far East. The 
cost IS estimated at US $4U million 
Ralhan, like Sagar, is having no¬ 
thing to do with Mandi House, 
unless, of course, Doordarshan 
offers to telecast it. Ralhan, who 
has been obsessed with the idea of 
making a film on Ashoka. has gone 
to great lengths to get as much 
authentic material on the subject 
as possible. He expects to 
begin shooting on 2 October this 
year. 

Another project dealing with the 
same jjeriod is Chandra Prakash 
Dwivedi’s Chanakya He has 
already got Doordarshan’s go- 
ahe.ad to shoot 26 episodes and 
hopes that by the time these are 
telecast Mandi House will have 
cleared his application for an ex¬ 
tension up to 52 episodes. 

Doordarshan and sponsors will¬ 
ing, It’s back to the past, with a 
bang. 


and some poetic licence is inevitable.” 

But did the filmmakers take one 
poetic licence too many? Chopra and 
scnpt-writer Dr Rahi Masoom Raza 
argue that they have remained as true 
to the epic as humanly possible. And 
helping them in this task were the 
scholars of the Bhandarkar Institute 
for Oriental Studies, Pune. Raza 
admits though that “often we had 
differences of opinion on the issue of 
interpretation ;^nd in such cases we 
stuck to ours”. The upshot has been 
that some episodes have caused a 
major uproar among Sanskrit scho¬ 
lars For instance, the one in which 
Duryodhan is depicted as having 
molested a Gandharv' girl “Nowfere 
in the original epic does Ved Vyas talk 
about Duryodhan molesting a Gan- 
dharv girl," says Prof S G. Shevde^ 
Sanskrit scholar and pravabhankar 
In fact, he maintains that there are as 
many as “three to four factual errors 
m almost every episode” Though 
Raza admits having made a "mis- ! 
take”, he still defends his point of j 
view. "If a man is so dehuma- ' 
nised that he can try to disrobe his j 
own bhabt (sister-in-law) m a durbar, j 
why can’t such a man molest an i 
ordinary girl'^” ! 

Puneet Issar, who plays Duryodhan 
in the serial, however, feels that | 
though the scene shouldn't have been , 
included, the filmmakers felt it neces¬ 
sary to explain ceitam actions of the 
Kauravs (in this case the Kaurav- 
Gandharv conflict) oi Pandavs where¬ 
ver the original work is silent on these 
issues "By adding the bit about the 
Gandharv giil and Duryodhan,” says 
Issar, “the Chopras are guilty of turn¬ 
ing Duryodhan into a filmi villain 
prototype ” 

By and large, though, Raza feels 
that criticism against the Mahabharat 
has been “biased” “When you’re 
dealing with an epic ot this nature, 
there are certain points of identifica¬ 
tion. The people have been living with 
these characters foi centuries and we 
can’t dare to demolish the popular 
physical characteristics that have been 
imparted to these personae. This was 
the mistake that Shyam Benegal made 
when he dealt with legendary figures 
in his (teleserial) Discovery Of India. 

As for Peter Brook he wasn’t compe¬ 
tent enough to understand the com¬ 
plexities of the epic.” Raza, however, 
reserves the most scathing criticism for 
the “elitist media” and the “pseudo 
Hindus who can’t digest the fact that a 
Rahi Masoom Raza, a non-Hindu, has 
written Mahabharat". 


SUHOav 30-2» May yggo 


(continuad on page 52) 


49 




Performance that^s out 
to capture a lot of fans. 



VIDEOCON 


AIR CONDITIONERS 




















Introducing Videocon Air Conditioners. 
t Manufactured under 0 & D supply agreement 
with Matsushita Electric Company, Japan, the 
owners of brand name ‘National’. 


Videocon uniuris Japanese expertise in India. 
Technology that’s the vwid's most advanced. Air 
Conditioners that are a class apart. In periormance 
so powerful.. simply captivating! 


Hi^Perfonnance 
Rotuy Compressor 

It's what separates the Videocon 
Air Conditioner from all other 
air conditioners in India A 
compressor so compact,with 
cooling efficiency that’s at par 
with International Standards 
At the same time the design is 
lough enough to withstand 
Indian tropical conditions. 


Super Quiet Operation 

The Videocon Air Conditioner 
incorporates an ultra thin heat 
exch^r and specially designed 
sirocco fan, propeller fan, fan motor and rotary 
compressor. What's more, the rotary compressor is 
mounted ona vibration-absorbing rubber base and 
the entire air conditioner housed in heavy 
insulation. 

All this gives you a whisper quiet operation 

Hlgfa-Enei^ Efficiency Design 

Engineered to operate on as little 
energy as possible, it can save on 
electricity bills. All this 
being possible due to the 
Louver Fins, Grooved 
Copper Tubing and the 
Rotary Compressor. 



4-WiQf Air IMiecdoB Syrtea 

At the touch of a switch, 
youcanconboltheur 
direction from side to side. 

While the louvers adjust 
the vertical air flow. 

One Touch Air Filter 

Quick, easy slidii^ of the 
filt«,without removing 
the grill facilitates cleaning 
You don’t have to rely on 
a technician 

Super Service 

The Videocon factory-trained technicians posted 
in every city can give you service that's most 
prompt ana reliable. 

So, if yours is a Company constantly on the move, 
move on to the most forward-looking Air 
Conditioner. Videocon - it's sheer performance at 
work! 



Yes,I am impressed with the features of the 
Videocon Air Conditioner 

Please send me more information on the product. 


Designation _ 

Organisation- _ 

Address _ 

Mail Coupon to Videocon International Ltd. 

Post Box No 11741 
Nariman Point, Bombay 400 021. 


1.5 too Air Conditioners in Ivory White and Wood 
Grain finish. 

1 year warranty 
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Yet, ironically, it’s the media critics 
who have charged the Raza-Chopra 
team of propagating religious chauvin¬ 
ism through the small screen. Says 
television critic Iqbal Masud, “Chop¬ 
ra’s Mahabharat has continued a pro¬ 
cess that was started by Sugar’s 
Ramayan that of thrusting religion 
down oui throats There’s nothing 
philosophical about Chopra’s 
Mahabharat, it’s just glorification of 
war heroism " 

S uch criticism does not worry the 
Chopras And why should it"^ For 
two and a half years, their magnum 
opui has been the topic of discussion 
j at countless dinner tables all over the 
country and even those who are critic¬ 
al of the "trashy,/i7wi execution” are 
drawn to their television sets every 
Sunday morning “We arc continuous¬ 
ly getting fecdbacli on every episode 
that goes on the air,” says Chopra, 
"Men, women and youngsters have 
called me up umpteen times to con¬ 
gratulate me or discuss some episode/ 


DHARMA YUDH 








incident with me And even though 1 
may not know them (personally), 
there are some of my fans whom I 
know by name ” Since the bouquets 
far outnumber the brickbats, small 
wonder then that the Chopras are so 
smug about the phenomenal success of 
their serial 

Buniyaad may have been the Sholay 


of soap operas, but Mahabharat has 
set new trends m popularity ratings 
As Chopra says, “People often come 
up to me and say, ‘What are we going 
to do on Sunday mornings when 
Mahabharat is over'^’ And I tell them 
i wonder what I am going to do on 
Monday mornings when I won’t have 
to rush off for shooting’ ” Gufi Pamtal 


MAHA POPULAR 

Copywriters cash in on the serial's popularity 
to sell their products 


W hen Bhishma took his pra- 
tigya, Bharat Dabholkar of 
da Cunha Associates rejoiced. 
When Krishna supplied yards of 
silk to drape Draupadi, Binny’s got 
ready to launch their advertising 
offensive and scores of enteiprising 
marketing men and innovative 
copywriters got into the act. The 
Mahabharat bandwagon beckoned 
and most were only too eager to 
jump on. There was Dabholkar’s 
brilliant (“I vow never to eat any¬ 
thing but Amul butter... It’s Ma^ 
popular in fi/uirar”)Amul cam¬ 
paign; Binny’s marketing gimmick 
of introducing the ‘Draupadi sari’ 
and Hotel Palm Grove’s almost- 
permanent banner, which reads, 
“After the Mahabharat enjoy our 
Mahabuffet” As Sarang Panchal 
of MRAS/Burke says: “Mahabhar- 
at provided a good cue to adver¬ 
tisers.” 

Among the others who exploited 
the Mahabharat theme in the hope 
that “identification would contri¬ 


bute favourably to high ad recall” 
was Larsen & Toubro, which laun¬ 
ched a debenture issue with a visual 
of the katd chakra and a voice-over 

• Bharat DhaboNoir: taking off on 
Maftabanf 



which began, Mai samay huon. . 
Then there was Gufi Pamtal and 
Puneet Issar doing the mamashree- 
bhanje act to sell Crown TV. The 
ad agency da Cunha Associates 
has just finished filming a cam¬ 
paign for Gemini, a Tata Tea 
brand, which inspired by the 
serial and there is another by HMT 
watches which harps on a similar 
theme. Says Dabholkar; “A popu¬ 
lar serial like this gives us a chance 
to do take-offs. But it’s not a phe¬ 
nomenon peculiar to Mahabharat 
alone. It happened with Yeh Jo 
Hai Zindagi, Hum Log and 
Buniyaad too." He adds, “The 
only exception was Ramayan, be¬ 
cause one couldn’t be too flippant 
dealing with Ram or Sita.” Never¬ 
theless, Dabholkar did a “Ravan- 
ously hungry” catchline for his 
Amul Butter campaign. 3 

But Dabholkar also feels that ^ 
there is a risk involved with such 
“celebrity advertising”. He sawu 
‘"rhere is always the danger 
the mega-image of the serial 
dwarf the product.” Concurs Pi^ , “ 
chal, “In the case of slotting of W 
commercials, too, there is a 
chance that an ad may be lost in 
the clutter of advertisements just 
before a programme like 
Mahabharat.” But that didn’t deter 










echoes this sentiment. “It will take 
some time to get used to the more 
relaxed pace of life " But it’s the 
camaraderie and easy rapport that 
everyone is going to miss the most As 
\rjun puts It, “We have been living, 
sleeping, eating, breathing Mahabhar- 
al and suddenly there won’t be any 
Mahahharat to go back to It’s inevit- 


scores of advertisers from using the 
slot even though they had to pay a 
very steep price for it. According 
to Panchal, “TTiose who wanted to 
play It safe opted for Mahabharat 
which has a huge viewership. But, 
ultimately, one wonders whether it 
IS worth the price.” 

The biggest gainers in this adver- 
tisement-teleserial nexus was, of 
course, Doordarshan, which 
would, at regular intervals, hike up 
its advertising rates. And in view of 
the serial's tremendous popularity, 
it created a special pm-Mahabharat 
advertising slot for which the rate 
was recently .'■evised to Rs 1.25 
lakhs per ten seconds. The post- 
Mahabharat slot too commands a 
high price of about Rs 75,000. As 
Ravi Chopra points out; “Door¬ 
darshan recently declared its re¬ 
venues for the last year to be 
around Rs 169 crores. From this, 
ad revenues per episode of 
Mahabharat must be around Rs 90 
lakhs.” 

With the epic scheduled to end 
in July, both advertisers and Door¬ 
darshan will have to find some 
other money-spinner. And so, un¬ 
til another Mahabharat-c\one com¬ 
es along, it’s goodbye to a whole 
genre of ad fa& and Machiavellian 
^ marketing. 


able that once we stop seeing each 
other. It won’t be the same any more ” 

Not that they didn’t have their 
moments ot strained relations or mo¬ 
ments when bruised egos wrought 
havoc on the atmosphere of good 
cheer and bonhomie Says Nitish 
Bharadwaj' “Wherever there are 
strong incentives of fame and power, 
these undercurrents of jealousy will 
always be there But it was all very 
subtle, very manageable ” And then 
adds, in a vein that would do his 
screen-avatar Krishna proud. ‘‘But 
these are essential experiences m life 
and they have given me the confidence 
to tackle different kinds of people and 
situations ” 

The ultimate test of this experience, 
however, would be in their ability to 
cope with life after Mahabharat 
Puneet Issar, who has no pretensions 
about his station in life, says, “I 
believe in the dictum, 'Make hay while 
the sun shines’. Once Mahahharat is 
over, no one’s going to remember any 
of us. I was lucky that I landed such a 
tremendous role in Mahahharat, but 
I’m accepting everything that comes 
my way—whether it’s A-grade or C- 
grade roles After ah. I’m here to 
make money ” At the other end of the 
spectrum is Nitish ‘Krishna’ Bharad¬ 
waj, a one-time vet, who’s “picking 
and choosing” hi> roles “The 
Mahahharat is going to be the first 
milestone in a long career ahead,” he 
asserts. “The race has just begun.” 
Adopting a middle-of-the-road stance, 
Arjun says; “Till the time the serial is 
on, you’re at the top After that it’s 
jana, gana, mana Of course, we will 
get a better deal now that we have 
already proved our talent.” 

Nevertheless, the spectre of being 
reduced to a one-senal wonder must 
surely haunt our celluloid gods. Any 


suggestions that they might just meet 
the same fate as Arun Govil or Anita 
Kanwar is quickly brushed aside with 
I the response “Look at Mukesh Khan- 
, na (who plays Bhishma in Mahabhar¬ 
at) who IS going great guns. Surely for 
every Anita Kanwar, there’s also an 
Alok Nath’’” Few, however, arc will¬ 
ing to admit that life after Mahabharat 
will bring new challenges, and the 
need to prove themselves will begin all 
over again 

But that time is still two months 
away and the serial has still to run i 
through Its final act—one that could 
prove to be the most controversi.il yet 
While the filmmakers have planned to 
end the drama on what they describe 
as “a positive note", with the corona¬ 
tion of the eldest Pandav, Yudhisthir, 
scholars have already begun sounding 
off on this “unauthentic” approach. 
As one research scholar points out 
“The story of Mahahharat doesn’t end 
with ‘and they lived happily ever 
after’, which the Chopras have tried to 
do There’s .i deep philosophical and 
political comment against war ” The 
Pandavs quit war-ravaged Hastinapur 
and finally meet an ignominious end in 
the original epic But the Chopras 
argue, in true filmi tradition, that to 
depict anything that would demolish 
the greatness of these characters, 
which the serial has so assiduously 
built up, would be anti-climactic. 

Therefore, ultimately, Mahabharat 
will be the tnumph of screenplay over 
verse No anti-climaxes or quiet exits 
for the movie moghuls The spectacle- 
spinners are going to lay it on thick. 
So, bring out the conches, the trum¬ 
pets and the gold-tnmmed props. The 
Chopras are determined to take their 
bows in a blaze of garish colour, glory 
and controversy. • 
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COMPANIES 


1 


Afestpace 

That is what Ravi Mammen prescribed for MRF, and the company 
is paying him a tribute by sticking to it after his tragic death 



Ravi WtamnMn: vtekNiaty himm u t 


T he company 
started out 
with the 
somewhat fri¬ 
volous objec¬ 
tive of selling balloons 
But m a span of 40 
years, the diminutive 
Madras Rubber Factory 
has emerged as the lead¬ 
er of the Indian tyre 
industry, topping the 
charts in its new incarna¬ 
tion, as MRF Ltd. What 
really stands out is the 
company’s growth m the 
past four years Sales 
almost trebled between 
1986 and 1989, from Rs 
266.65 crores to Rs 
742,47 crores Net profit 
climbed from Rs 2.85 
crores on 31 March, 

1986 to Rs 25 crores at 
end-March 1989, a jump 
almost nine times over. 

Branching out from 
tyres—where it has 
eclipsed the traditional 
number one, Dunlop In¬ 
dia Ltd —MRF has 
spread its wings. A new 
subsidiary. Funskool In¬ 
dia Ltd, IS a collabora¬ 
tion with Hasbro Inc. of 
the US. the world’s 
laigest toy makers A 
new MRF division will 
manufacture speciality 
paints in a tie-up with Austra¬ 
lian company Vapocure, putting it in 
the same league as DuPont and Sumi¬ 
tomo ( orp., Vapocure's other 
liccncees Through its trading opera¬ 
tions, I he company expects to export 
Rs 1(K) CRires worth of leather goods, 
spices and cashew-nuts worldwide, 
placing It among the top trading 
houses of.India 

And with an advertising blitz that 
spans the print and electronic media, 
international class cricket and car rac¬ 


ing sponsorships, MRF’s image now is 
that of a dynamic, motivated com¬ 
pany, and one which has made inroads 
into the consciousness of fxjssibly ev¬ 
ery urban Indian household. “Th^ 
tyres we race are the tyres you buy,” 
goes an MRF ad refrain, stressing the 
toughness of its products. It works 
When the company launched its 
“Nylogrip” range of tyres in 1984, it 
was not uncommon for consumers to 
line up at the competition's doorsteps, 
asking for “Diinlop-Nylogrip”, similar 


to people asking for 
“Surf’ when they mean 
“washing powder”. 
'When a brandname goes 
generic, it time to claim 
success. 

The credit for which, 
say most corporate 
observers, should go to 
Ravi Mammen, rated as 
one of India's top mana 
gers Ravi turned the 
company around from a 
slow-paced, conserva¬ 
tive. closely-held outfit 
to an energetic 
heavyweight Tragically, 
he died of a heart attack 
on 25 March, after an 
hour-long swim at a 
Mahabahpuram resort 
It was his time off, after 
a typically hectic week’s 
work which took him 
round the world To the 
International Toy Fair 
in New York, a visit to , 
the Uniroyal Goodrich 
Tyre Co. m the US to 
discuss new technology, 
to Pans for a discussion 
on a tie-up with Miche- 
lin for aero tyres, and to 
Goa. to check on MRF’s 
tyre and toy operations 
The livewire managing 
director was only 39 
years old. 

With Ravi’s death, the first question 
raised by the corporate world was 
whether the company would be able to 
hold on to the pace of growth, its plans 
and its aggressive marketing orienta¬ 
tion (MRF spent nearly Rs one crore 
to sponsor the Nehru Cup internation¬ 
al cricket tournament last year). Com¬ 
pany executives have drawn close 
together, and decline to answer 
queries. “We are having traumatic 
changes here,” says MRF marketing 
director Philip Eapen. “We do not 
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want to talk to the press at this 
juncture.” 

H owever, the world has made up its 
mind. For example, MRF share 
prices (at a steady Rs 210) did not 
drop with the news of Ravi’s death, in 
complete contrast to a situation two 
years ago, when Dhirubhai Ambam's 
illness sent Reliance Industries Ltd 
shares into a tailspin. And the trauma 
which Eapen talks about has perhaps 
more to do with Ravi’s loss than a 
crisis of alignment in the family-run 
concern. Chairman 
K M. Mammen Mappil- 
Ui and vice-chairman 
K M. “Vinoo” Mam¬ 
men pulled themselves 
together after the loss of 
a son and a younger 
brother, and just a cou¬ 
ple of days after Ravi’s 
death, the MRF board 
resolved to "improve 
the pace ol growth by a 
hundred per cent, as 
only that would please 
Ravi’s soul”, says a 
senior company execu¬ 
tive who declines to be 
identified. Also, the 
family broke the ortho¬ 
dox Kottayam Syrian 
Christian taboo on 
women entering busi¬ 
ness, and inducted 
Ravi’s wife Meera as a 
director on the com¬ 
pany’s board. “Vinoo 
has told us there will be 
no let up,” says the ex¬ 
ecutive. “In fact, he says 
MRF will step up (its 
activities) on all fronts, 
including sports spon¬ 
sorship ’’ 

This can only help It 
took a long while to get 
MRF where it is, and 
slacking off at this jxiint 
would be disastrous. 

The company first slugged it out 
with the competition in 1973-74, 
when tyre companies inej-eased their 
production capacities. Shbrtages dis¬ 
appeared almost overnight, and a 
sellers market turned into a hard- 
fought scramble where the customer 
was king. And a king who demanded 
quality. “They (the competition) were 
waiting to beat us up at the sales 
counters,” recalls a top MRF execu¬ 
tive. Added to this was the fact the 
company received poor feedback from 
its customers, which forced it to tight¬ 


en up on the shop-floor in a bid to 
improve quality. 

This IS when Ravi stepped in. He 
shouldered the major responsibility of 
keeping the company ahoat, helped 
along by Vinoo, during the late Seven¬ 
ties and the early Eighties. After 
setting the house in order, Ravi 
plumbed for a pushy advertising and 
marketing strategy Ravi got up, all 
excited, at a marathon board meeting 
about three years ago, says a company 
official, and clinically told the top 
brass about MRF’s strengths and 


the potential of television advertising 
when Doordarshan opened its doors 
wide to sponsors in 1984. This under¬ 
standing led the company to sponsor 
TV sports shows, for a start, and then 
move on to prime-time slots and 
sponsonng high-coverage events such 
as cricket tournaments, and formula 
car and motorcycle races. And to keep 
the company’s image in the news, 
backing efforts to train budding soccer 
players and fast bowlers fOr Indian 
cricket, were the next two lo^cal 
steps. 


MRFhitthe 

headlines with 
its advertisiiig 
blitz at sporting 
events and 
later, by 
spon) 9 Qring 
tbem 
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Radngcars 
for an 
unbeatable 
slogan: *^1116 
tyres we race 
are the tyres 
yon buy** 


weaknesses. He had his say, and was 
given the responsibility of chalking out 
company strategy. It has obviously 
worked: MRF emerged as the top tyre 
company in three years. The company 
pushed for onginal equipment status 
for the new breed of vehicles, and 
MRF tyres are now a standard feature 
for the Maruti, the Contessa, Eicher 
Mitsubishi and Tata light commercial 
trucks, and Bajaj two-wheelers, 
among others. 

Thanks to Ravi, again, MRF was 
one of the first companies to realise 


And it brought Ravi—and his com¬ 
pany—a level of recognition that 
many managers hope for, but rarely 
achieve, especially in India His cus¬ 
tomers are not complaining, that is 
accolade enough. But what would 
have gladdened the dynamic business¬ 
man’s heart was the scene at his 
funeral. His family and colleagues 
from MRF were in attendance. But 
with them—and outnumbering them 
by the thousands—were youngsters 
from ail over Madras. • 
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I t is difficult to miss. In the up¬ 
market but rapidly deteriorating 
Civil Lines area of Kanpur stand two 
gleaming multi-storied buildings, sur¬ 
rounded by sprawling, well-kept 
lawns, bordered by exotic flowers and 
shrubs. As you make vour way to¬ 
wards the entrance, liveried durwans 
usher you in to a carpeted foyer A 
flight of descending stairs lead you to a 
basement swimming pool, next to a 
health club On the first floor, there is 
a plush restaurant, complete with dim 
lights and .strains of a disco beat 
Welcome to the UP Stock Exchange 
(UPSE), Kanpur’s pride and Uttar 
Pradesh’s swanky financial nerve cen¬ 
tre Here, brokers work on compu¬ 
ters, and when computerisation is 
completed at the end of 
this year, even trading 
will be conducted at the 
touch of a button. The 
way It IS going, the 
UPSE IS probably going 
to win the automation 
stakes way ahead of its 
vaunted counterpart, 
the Bombay Stock Ex¬ 
change (BSE), where 
computerisation is a 
mucb-maligncd buzz¬ 
word—the brokers there 
are trying their best not 
to let It happen Auto¬ 
mation would depnve 
them of the benefits of 
wrongly billing their 
clients by suppiessing 


actual buy-sell pnees and grabbing a 
deal or two through insider trading 

Perhaps Bombay stock market- 
men, and their counterparts in the 14 
exchanges strung across the country, 
would do well to take a lesson from 
their UPSE brethren. Then, maybe, 
they would not miss out on a sauna 
after a hectic trading session. Says 
K B Aggarwal. UPSE’s president 
“We were toying with an idea which 
would be a trend-setter of sorts.” 

The idea took almost three decades 
to take shape Aggarwal says that in 
1962, when the JK Organisation com¬ 
pany JK Rayon was launched, the 
promoters required Rs 60 lakhs in 


capital. But investors 
from the metros were 
unwilling to put their 
money in a UP-based 
concern, and the Sing- 
hama family had to 
pump in their own funds 
to fill the subscnption. 
Unnerved by this sort of 
financial burden, the 
Kanpur-based Singha- 
nias tried to get 
businessmen in the state 
interested in a home¬ 
grown stock exchange. 

It did not work The 
idea lay in cold storage 
till 1975, when Aggar¬ 
wal, who was appointed 
as chairman of the UP 
Chamber of Com- 
merce’s banking and fis¬ 
cal committee, took the 
first tentative steps 
Whenever a UP-based 
company’s capital issut 
was floated. he collected 
data on the number of ap¬ 
plications received, the amount col¬ 
lected by the companies in various 
banks, the company’s paid-up capital, 
generally every kind of financial in¬ 
formation available on the firm. “It 
became abundantly clear,” says 
Aggarwal, “that new enterprises in 
UP which required capital were totally 
dependant on Bombay, the hub of 
financial activity The state’s entrep¬ 
reneurs were severely handicapped ” 
(Today, new companies set up in UP 
raise most of their capital from UP 
investors, thanks to the UPSE.) * 

The spadework over, Aggarwal 
prevailed on some local businessmen 
to back his idea of a stock exchange in 
Kanpur. The government gran¬ 
ted a license in 
June, 1982 The prob¬ 
lem of where the ex¬ 
change would be housed 
was solved when Gaur 
Hari Singhania, vice- 
president of the JK 
Organisation, offered 
part of the family-held 
merchant’s chamber 
complex. On 27 August 
the same year, the 
UPSE became function¬ 
al with 350 brokers on 
the rolls. 

“But we were func¬ 
tioning under miserable 
conditions,” says Aggar- t 
wal, “in crammed and 
congested premises.” 


Brokari at llw UPSE: • chance to mix work and Msure 
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TEA 

Guess who’s coming 
to tea? 

Assam’s terrorists, says a nervous industry, and this 
could upset its big plans 


He adds: “Most of the existing 
exchanges were constructed when de¬ 
signers could not envisage the temfic 
growth in business activities, the in¬ 
frastructure that would be required to 
cope with them, as a result of which 
they are overcrowded. I wanted a 
place which would be centrally air- 
conditioned (hear that, BSE'^), yet 
retain a natural look with lawns and 
gardens, a place where brokers could 
have leisure facilities, a library, and an 
auditonum.” 

Fortunately for Aggarwal, he had 
the backing of the state’s industrial¬ 
ists He commissioned a Lucknow- 
based firm of architects to visit Euro¬ 
pean stock exchanges, while he picked 
up first-hand information on how a 
stock exchange ought to look and be 
run from visits to the New York Stock 
Exchange. It took Rs three crores to 
set up the new IIPSE complex The 
•I brokers chipped in with Rs 50,0(X) 



N.B. AgBMwal: trwMl4«lt«r 


advances each—as part payment for 
their cabins—anti the Singhanias and 
Aggarwal himself helped out with the 
rest. 

Now, the exchange has 500 brokers, 
1,500 sub-brokers, and a turnover of 
Rs 1,400 crores a year, which ranks 
the UPSE sixth in terms of trade 
volume in the country. “Modest,” 
admits Aggarwal, “when compared to 
say (exchanges) in Bombay or New 
Delhi. But we have the most modem 
infrastructure ” Aggarwal and his 
flock can rest easy. The UPSE may be 
small in comparison'to the country’s 
top exchanges, but when it has facili¬ 
ties which resemble Wall Street more 
j than Dalai Street, fame and promin¬ 
ence are not very far away. • 
ttadNkmHmmnmimn/Kanpur 


T he Indian tea industry has never 
had It so good In calendar 1989, 
the country exported 223 million kgs 
of tea, earning over Rs 800 crores. 
And 1990 is expected to create a re¬ 
cord of sorts. “All things being well,” 
says the managing director of a large 
Calcutta-based tea firm, who declines 
to be identified like most industry ex¬ 
ecutives interviewed for this article, 
“the industry’s objective is to ensure 
that foreign exchange earnings go over 
Rs 1,000 crores.” 

Keeping in tunc with this projec¬ 
tion, production is high. This year— 
provided the weather is kind—India is 
estimated to produce 700 million kgs 
of tea, 16 million kgs more than in 
1989. “The industry has a tremendous 
future,” says a senior executive of J. 
Thomas & Co , the country’s largest 
tea broking house. 

However, unfavourable weather 
conditions apart, the tea industry’s 
“tremendous future” could go all 
awry, if it has to contend with the 
terrorist activities of the United Li¬ 
beration Front of Assam (ULFA). 
This may adversely affect tea produc¬ 
tion. “Why link ULFA and tea"^” asks 
an outraged—and somewhat ner¬ 
vous—chief executive of a tea com¬ 
pany. Because the ULFA wants a 
“sovereign socialist Assam”. And it 
believes that its goal can be 
achieved by striking at the 
business community in the 
state. Assam’s biggest 
money-spinner is the tea 
trade, managed mostly by 
non-Assamese business¬ 
men and business houses. 

Almost 60 per cent of Indi¬ 
a's lea crop is grown in 
Assam—the rest split be¬ 
tween estates in North Ben¬ 
gal and in the Nilgin Hills 
in Tamil Nadu—and 
accounts for 65 per cent of 
the industry’s exports. A 
little ripple in Assam could 
signify a big loss of re¬ 
venue. And what is espe¬ 
cially worrying is the fact 
that besides ULFA, 


other militant groups in the 
state—the All Bodo Students Union 
(ABSU), All Cachar Students Asso¬ 
ciation (ACSA)—are also gunmng for 
business interests in Assam. 

The debate about the tea industry’s 
future began in earnest on 9 April, 
when'UIJFA militants shot dead in¬ 
dustrialist Surrendra Paul, chairman 
of the Assam Frontier lea company, 
near Tirisukia in Upper Assam (three 
weeks earlier, a Tata Tea scientist was 
killed in an ambush in Nalbari). A few 
days later, a tea garden manager and 
his wife were brutally hacked to death 
in Cachar district The story doing the 
rounds is that ULFA activists were not 
involved, and that local hoodlums 
were using the terrorist organisation’s 
cover to unleash their own brand of 
terror. A day before the couple was 
murdered, the road link between 
Assam and the rest of the country was 
disrupted when suspected ABSU mili¬ 
tants blew up a section of the bndge 
over the Manas nver near Bijni, in 
Kokrajhar district This has stalled the 
movement of tea from Assam to the 
rest of the country Despite the fact 
that this is a temporary setback— 
bridges can always be fixed—it has 
served to add to the confusion and 
panic that is already endemic in the 
tea industry 


“All right,” admits a top 
Calcutta-based industry ex¬ 
ecutive “We agree that 
there is a fear psychosis 
prevalent among the peo¬ 
ple, but so far, tea prt^uc- 
tion has not been adversely 
affected. Quite the con¬ 
trary.” But what happens if 
the situation worsens? 
There is already a deep 
feeling of apprehension 
among managers in Assam. 
“But their morale is high,” 
counters the J. Thomas ex¬ 
ecutive. “They are not 
panic-stricken and have no 
plans of either shifting or 
abandoning their tea gar¬ 
dens.” 


The tea 
industry's 
**tremendous 
ftitiire” could 
goaB»ivTy,tf 
it has to 
contend with 
the terrorist 
adiviliesaf 
dieiaJ'A 
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What did Sigmund Freud of 
Germany say to the Skypak Man? 

*You move so fast... aren’t you 
afraid of the Freudian slip?” 
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Some planters, however, have a 
different story to tell. They may not 
yet be thinking about abandoning 
their gardens hut there is no doubt, 
says the managing director of a lead¬ 
ing tea firm, that their lifestyles have 
altered drastically Says a planter who 


that only the Assamese be appointed 
as tea garden managers 
“Just a temporary hiccup," says a 
senior industry executive in Calcutta. 
“They (the estate managers) are a 
tough bunch. (There is a story of how 
a manager, when faced with an armed 
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Aasam’s tea growing areas: far flung, inadequately protected and wide open 
to terrorist threats 


left the state last week “Police sta¬ 
tions are 2()-2.‘s kins away, and by the 
time the police arris e, it is too late ” 
The fact that tea estates are so far 
flung gives rise to pioblems anyway 
“l.ife IS tough tor the average plan¬ 
ter,” says the recent evacuee “Shops, 
social life and entertainment, you 
can't take these tci granted Now, 
added to the loneliness, one has to 
cope with fear and insecurity ” 

And extortion demands. A lea gar¬ 
den manager who filed a First In¬ 
formation Report against the LJLFA 
was forcibly taken to their hide-out, 
made to withdraw the complaint and 
cough up Rs 3 lakhs before being let 
off by the teriorists Industry 
grapevine has it that the LILFA de¬ 
manded Rs 50 lakhs from Paul a year 
ago, but in typical style, the industrial¬ 
ist Ignored the missive The ULFA 
cadres were livid, they felt that the 
amount was peanuts, as they were reg¬ 
ularly extorting Rs 5 to JO lakhs from 
more downsctile businessmen They 
were waiting for an opportunity to hit 
back at Paul They did not have to 
wait too long 

Money is not the only requisite for a 
militant Bicycles, jeeps, tractors arc 
“requisitioned” as a matter of course 
Recently, the ULFA has demanded 


mob, calmly shot dead a person who 
attacked him with a machete, and 
broke up the crowd.) No doubt the 
ULFA IS a force to reckon with, bui 
the tea industry has weathered worse 
problems—the All Assam Students 
Union, the Gorkha National Libera- 


S am Pilroda is a past master at 
putting up brave fronts, but even 
he would find it a little difficult to 
absorb the latest development Pitro- 
da. who set up the Centre for De¬ 
velopment of Telematics (C-DoT) five 
years ago, w'as racked as its adviser 
and vice-chairman of its governing 
counc'.l last week According to gov¬ 
ernment official.^, the new minister of 
state tor communications, Janeshwar 
Mishra, passed the orders after receiv- 


tion Front and in the Seventies, the 
Naxahtc movement—and has survived 
them all ” He adds “All through 
these turmoil-filled months, produc¬ 
tion of tea has never dropped. We are 
not worried about profits dropping 
either. And the ULFA can’t really 
afford to touch tea, it is as vital to their 
economy as it is to the rest of the 
country After all, the Assam tea in¬ 
dustry dircctlv employs half-a-million 
laboureis " .Says .Ajay Jam. personnel 
manager with Goodrickc Group, a 
major tea piodiicer “The tea has to 
be sent out ot Assam One can't drink 
It all there 

Reflecting this attitude, none of the 
ma|or tea companies has made con¬ 
tingency plans Thev hope that central 
government intervention—commerce 
minister Arun Nchiu is making noises 
about a settlement—will prevent 
Assam from turning into anothei Pun¬ 
jab, 01 Kashmir Says a senior indus¬ 
try executive “We are over-reacting 
to the whole situation Basically, the 
Centie and the state government have 
never really appreciated the problem 
there (in Assam) But 1 have a lot ot 
faith m the people of Assam If tomor¬ 
row, a (tea) garden comes up for 
sale - and il is commercially viable—I 
would buy it immediately ” For the 
moment, howevei, the industry is liv¬ 
ing on hope There are enough exam¬ 
ples of militant movements ignoring 
economic realities If that happens in 
Assam, extremists could shatter the 
Rs l,(K)() cioie lea dicam • 

Subadhra Rangamani/Calcutta 


ing a note tiom the Cabinet .secre¬ 
tariat 

Pitroda s removal appears to be a 
direct result of an enquiry about C- 
DoT s working, or non-working, as 
the agency’s critics refer to it It basi¬ 
cally revolves around C-DoT falling 
way behind in its promised deliver¬ 
ance of two much-touted telephone 
switching systems, the Main Automa¬ 
tic Exchange, which would network 
telephone systems in the metros. 


TELECOMMUNlCA'nONS 

Get —now! 

Pitroda loses control of C-DoT, but 
he is still in the game 
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Sam PHroda: sackad from C>Dot, K.P. Unnlkrlahnan: victory, 
but still thooveriord of ttw stlllfaraway 

talocom soctor 


and the smaller 
Rural Automatic Ex¬ 
change. Somewhat more 
pressing are the accusa¬ 
tions levelled by the 13- 
member enquiry team, 
that two of Pitroda’s 
family-run companies in 
the US, Martek Inc. and 
Micro Technologies Inc, 
supplied &bout US $ 

50,000 worth of telecom 
equipment to C-DoT, 

ET & T and Indian 
Telephone Industrie.s 
(ITI) Last month, the 
Central Bureau of In¬ 
vestigations (CBI) was 
asked to find out 
whether a detailed in¬ 
vestigation was worth it 

(lovemment officials say that Pitro¬ 
da’s removal from the C-DoT posts is 
the correct thing to do, because there 
would be a conflict of interest if Sam 
were to retain his links with C-DoT 
while the investigations were in prog¬ 
ress. In fact, A S Wakhle, member 
(services) of the Telecom Commis¬ 
sion, ordered that all C-DoT files and 
papers should be kept out of Pitroda’s 
reach. 

Round two to K P. Unnikrishnan 
The portly surface transport minister, 
who lost his communications portfolio 
to Mishra last month, must be over¬ 
joyed. Llnniknshnan and Pitroda 
struck a bad chord from the formei’s 
first day at work at Sanchar Bhavan 
last December. And ever since, Lln- 
nikrishnan has run down everything 
Pitroda stands for—C-DoT, telecom 
superiority over the West, the works. 
The battle became too public for the 
Raja’s liking, say government insid¬ 
ers, who felt that Unnikrishnan was 
being plainly vindictive Therefore, he 
had to go Now, with Pitroda out of 
C-DoT. the opinion is that V P Singh 
has changed his tune, and that there is 
some truth to what Unnikrishnan has 
been saying all along. 

I Only, this is the generally accepted 
I theory The Raja is a shrewd Prime 
I Minister, perhaps the shrewdest India 
has seen Sacrificing a minister has to 
be balanced by sacrificing the minis¬ 
ter’s target, if only to maintain the 
impression that he is not shortchang¬ 
ing a Cabinet colleague Removing 
Pitroda fiom C'-DoT was the way out 

But in the same way that Unnikrish¬ 
nan remains a Cabinet minister, Pitro¬ 
da has hardly lost all his clout The 
fact most people missed was that Pit¬ 
roda IS still the chairman of the Tele¬ 


com Commission, Moreover, he is still 
the telecom secretary And the C-DoT 
functions directly under the depart¬ 
ment of telecommunications There¬ 
fore, though Pitroda has been delink¬ 
ed from C-DoT, he is still, technically, 
Its boss, as he remains the overlord of 
the entire telecom sector The PM 
could have hardly missed this point 

This lends credence to the theory 
that Cabinet secretary Vinod Pande 
still holds the strings. According to 
government insiders, Pande—often 
called the second most powerful man 
m India—IS leery of Unnikrishnan and 
his pet hatchet man, cx-ITI chief and 
conductor of the enquiry, K P P 
Nainbiar And that he believes Pitro¬ 
da is worth his weight in telecom, a 
technocrat who knows what he is talk¬ 
ing about 

This alliance is stionger than any¬ 
thing Unnikrishnan can ever hope to 
match (His successor at the com- 


Vinod Pande: favouring PMroda? 



munications ministry, 
Mishra, is believed to be 
completely devoid of an 
independent streak, and 
IS expected to do just 
what the Raja asks of 
him Mishra is a Devi 
Lai loyalist, but knows 
who the boss is.) Pande 
knows the being- 
gunned-for feeling A 
competent bureaucrat, 
he was expected to be in 
the dog house after V.P. 
Singh lost his finance 
portfolio under the Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi administra¬ 
tion But he was too 
valuable an officer to 
keep down, and Rajiv 
realised this in fact, 
Pande was brought in to help draft the 
Panchayati Rai Bill 

D itto Pitroda He may be loud¬ 
mouthed, over confident and 
smug But nobody can question his 
telecom knowledge A person who 
created a multi-million dollar telecom 
operation m the US—where bluster 
has to be backed by competence— 
before he moved to India as a self- 
styled telecom czar, must have some¬ 
thing to him Pitroda has not kept his 
promise of giving India his brand of 
telephone exchanges on schedule, but 
the tact IS that befoie he arrived on the 
scene, research and development ot 
domestic electronic exchanges was 
almost non-existent Whatever he did 
was a step ahead Pande would favour 
Pitroda before Unnikrishnan and his 
ilk Expertise has its advantages 

Moreover, Pitroda arrived in India 
at a time when the Raja was a top 
minister in the Rajiv regime, the fi¬ 
nance minister and the de facto num¬ 
ber two man in the Union Cabinet 
And Pande. even then, was the Raja’s 
right hand man And when Pitroda 
wowed Rajiv Gandhi with his telecom 
prowess and intent for India’s de¬ 
velopment, the Raja was already a 
Gandhi family favourite V.P Singh, 
Pande and Pitroda go a long way. 
They know how the other functions, 
how the other thinks For all the years 
that Unnikn.shnan was an obscure— 
though tenacious—politician, the 
threesome were in And now, they are 
in still further 

The only way the Raja will wash his 
hands off Pitroda is if the charges ab¬ 
out the telecom czar’s alleged mis¬ 
deeds stick That is still a long way off 
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The CBl’s investigation is only at the 
preliminary stage. Only after the 
agency establishes that there is a pri- 
ma facie case to imtiate a full-fledged 
investigation, will Pitroda’s position 
be a bit shaky And if the CBI conclu¬ 
sively says that Pitroda is guilty of 
making money by endorsing Martek 
and Micro Technologies' products for 


Indian outfits under his control, there 
is no one who will stand up for him 
Certainly not the Raja, or Pande, or 
anyone familiar with the PM’s mania 
for a ‘clean’ image. But till that hap¬ 
pens, Pitroda IS in the clear Unnik- 
rishnan’s ire will have to wait a while 

Sudeep Chakravarti 


COMPANIES 


Leveraged shake out 

Tamil Nadu chief minister Karunanidhi cracks 
down on SPIC 


"I am under a stale of 
siege." 

—A.C Muthiah to his 
friends last week 


of Southern Agriturane (it was subse¬ 
quently taken over by the state gov¬ 
ernment and a case has been reg¬ 
istered to investigate certain financial 
irregularities) At that time, the gov¬ 
ernment had made out that the action 
was part of a dnve against liquor- 
related industries, which flourished 
and illegally profited under MGR’s 
rule But many—at least those who 
knew Karunanidhi better- under¬ 
stood that this was part of a systematic 
strategy 

From then on, events assumed a 
familiar and depressing pattern for 
Muthiah In March this year, he is as 
stripped of the chairmanship of Tuli 
conn Alkalis and Chemicals (TAC>, a 
Rs 55 crore company which inanuiat- 
tures heavy chemicals Soon after, the 
government appointed home secretary 
R Nagarajan as chairman ot Tamil 
Nadu Peiioproducts Ltd (TPL)-a 


H e wasn’t exaggerat¬ 
ing For, of late, the 


■ Bing For, of late, the 
successful south Indian 
industnalist has had ev¬ 
ery reason to I'ccl 
hounded Only, this was 
no ordinary industria< 
spat and what he was up 
against was no corporate 
predator. Rather, a far 
more formidable adver- 
sa^. Tamil Nadu chief 
minister Muthuvel 
Karunanidhi, aided by a 
powerful state 
bureaucracy umoa 

Karunanidhi has never hidden his 
distaste for Muthiah, whose close links 
with the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) chief’s arch-rival, the late 
M G Ramachandran, was public 
knowledge and there is evidence to 
support Muthiah’s complaint that 
efforts have been on to ‘fix’ him ever 
since the DMK swept the state in the 
January 1989 election But on 20 
April, ‘State vs Muthiah’ took a 
dramatic turn, when his father, M.A 
Chidambaram, was forced out as 
chairman of Southern Petrochemicals 
Industnes Corp. Ltd (SPIC), the mas- 


V 


IM.A. ChMambanini: Kaninanidhrs first victim A.C. 

hidden his Though Muthiah was not toppled 
close links from his position as the company’s 
Kazhagam vice-chairman and president, it was 
i, the late understandable why many believed 
^as public that this was the final assault in what 
vidence to was described as “Karunanidhi’s war 
ilaint that of attrition” For one, SPIC was not 
(’him ever the first Muthiah-Chidambaram 
state in the Group company in which the state 
3ut on 20 government had intervened to take 
h’ took a con'.rol. And, moreover, as the 
ther, M.A flagship, it accounts for over HO per 
ed out as cent of the group’s turnover of Rs 570 
ochemicals crore:; 

!), the mas- If Muthiah has been an easy target. 


. Muthiah: neck on the Mock 

joint sector enterprise to-piomoted by 
SPIC and Tamil Nadu Industrial De¬ 
velopment Corp (TIDCO) TPL 
manufactures linear alkaline benzene, 
a raw material for the pioduction of 
synthetic detergents SPIC, therelorc, 
was only the latest m the chain of 
officially-sponsored takeovcis 


sivc fertiliser company which is the if is because most of his companies 


flagship of the Muthiah-Chidambaram 
Group. Chidambaram was replaced 
by M.M Rajendran, the suave and 
articulate chief secretary to the state 
government 


with one exception—are joint sector 
ventures, with the state government 
holding the majority of the equity His 
problems began last year, when he 
was eased out of the chairman's office 


T o lustify Its actions, the Tamil 
Nadu government has advanced 
i one common argument It cites a 1976 
I central guideline, which savs that joint 
I sector companies should have govern- 
j rnent nominees as chairmen Why 
I should this guideline not be applied to 
i companies promoted by Muthiah and 
Chidambaram, it asks 

The Muthiah camp has responded 
by claiming that the guideline docs not 


SUNDAY 20-26 1990 


61 




SANJ^ 



M. Karuiwnidhi: plainly vindictive 


lelate to companies such as SPIC, 
which wfic tormed before lb7b I he 
government has lountcred this by 
claiming that there is nothim> m the 
guideline which suggesis it cannot be 
applied letrospectivelv 

i'his flurry of legalistn aigunicnts 
and countei-argumcnts leads on to 
.some obvious cjuestions W'hv single 
out Muthiah'* There are numerous 
other joint ventures m the state where 
private promoters are chairmen Is the 
state government planning to inter¬ 
vene in these companies too ' 

The government has yet to otficiallv 
answer these queries I he closest it 
has come to providing an explanation 
for Its actions was when Kurunamdhi 
responded to a question raised by a 
Congress(l) ML A m the stale Assem¬ 
bly last week Asked why his govern¬ 
ment was “unnecessarily 
interfering” in some 
|oint sector projects, the 
chief minister said that 
the action against SPIC 
was taken because of 
“certain irregularities” 

He claimed that while 
the rules laid down that 
a private promoter \ in¬ 
vestment 111 |oml scctoi 
companies should com¬ 
prise 25 per cent of the 
total equity, Muthiah's 
holdings fell short of the 
requirement 

According to the gov¬ 
ernment, Muthiah con¬ 
trols only ID 4 pel cent 


of SPIC's equity And though he 
laiscd the required 25 per ceni when 
the company was tormed, more than 
half of this was owmed bv his friends 
and associates, who have either sold 
their shaies or no longer support him 
Says Raiendran, the new SPIC chait- 
man “It is not lust a question about 
Ihe guideline on joint ventuies Ihev 
(Muthiah and Chidambaram) do not 
even have the required minimum 
(equity) to sav that SPIC is a juint 
ventuie company ” 

Ihis IS a clever argument It avoids 
both the contentious issues the ap¬ 
plication ol the guideline as well as the 
embarrassment of having to explain 
why it has not been enloreed for othei 
joint sectoi ventures Moreover, by 
using the same argument, the state 
government could dislodge Muthiah 
himself Says a senior 
M.M. Rajandran: SPIC’s state government offi- 


mw chairman 



MUKUND PADMANABHAM 


cial, “You could say that 
he(Muthiah)remains the 
company's president 
and vice-chairman by 
our courtesy.” 

Pnvately, the govern¬ 
ment IS willing to adv¬ 
ance a number of other 
reasons for its moves 
against Muthiah Forex- 
ample, SPIC's 

financial man¬ 

agement was very un¬ 
satisfactory The com¬ 
pany, in Its anxiety to 
expand, is said to have 
used short-term loans to 


make long-term investments amount¬ 
ing to Rs 25 ciores Moreover, the 
board meetings of Muthiah's com¬ 
panies were not conductetl in accord¬ 
ance with the rules and also, some 
senior employees had been appointed 
executive directors m contravention of 
company law 

T he question is, how far will Kaiu- 
nanidhi and his government go 
Will they allow Muthiah to remain at 
SPIC’ Will he continue to enjoy his 
executive powers'' 

At the moment, the answei is un¬ 
clear Muthiah still clings to the hope 
that his powers will remain un¬ 
affected I fc has chosen not to take his 
grievances to the press and refiained 
studiously—perhaps for tear of risking 
further letnbution- -from criticising 
Ihe goveinment WhenSi'Noxv asked 
him w'ticlhci lie would speak about the 
controversv on the record, he replied 
I'd rathei not " Not even after SPIC 
has been charged with “irregular 
ities”'’ ‘ No.” he said, “I don't want to 
say anything at this momeni 

As foi the government, there is no 
saying what it will do next But it is 
possible that some steps will be taken 
to curtail Muthiah's hold over SPIC 
After (.hidambaram's oustei, the 
Muthiah camjs had made out that this 
would not alfeei the day-to-day func¬ 
tioning of the company, as the post of 
chairman was a non-cxecutive one 
Hut the new' chairman, Rajendran, 
dismisses this claim He told Sonoav. 
“The rules don't specify that a chair¬ 
man's post IS purely non-exccutive 
While It IS true that the president has 
the executive function, the board of 
directors may assign any function to 
the chairman it wishes to " Though 
this may not amount to a threat, it 
indicates that the government is not 
finished with Muthiah yet 
Clearly, there is not much that 
Muthiah can d(' to stall a determined 
Karunanidhi With the recent expan¬ 
sion of the board through the intro¬ 
duction of three financial msutution 
nominees, the balance is in favour of 
the government. 

As an industrialist who transformed 
SPIC in the mid-Eighties into one of 
the largest companies in the country, 
Muthiah may well earn some public 
sympathy But if Karunanidhi’s dis¬ 
taste for his association with MGR 
and the Congress(I) is as deep as it 
appears, he is going to need much 
more than public sympathy to fight 
him Or survive. • 
MakundPtdmmtabhan/Madnui 
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COMPANIES 

How mu ch lon ger? 

The Larsen & Touhro game just goes on 


M ay 11. IWO The doomsdayers’ 
deathwatch da\. waiting tor Re¬ 
liance Industries Ltd (RIL) chairman 
and recent Larsen & Touhro (L&T) 
oustee Dhiiubhai Amhani to crumble 
under pressure The Imancial institu¬ 
tions have tak.cn control of L&T , the 
Reliance bandwagon is hcteft of ex¬ 
ecutive authorits in the (.ompany—no 
matter that ihe\ still letain tour 
nominees on the board—the govern¬ 
ment just has to pass the order curtail¬ 
ing Ambani-era fiscal moves, and 'he 
game is over for the fast-moving (lu¬ 
ll larati businessman 

But the II May L&l board meel- 
mg, under the ch.iiimaiiship of gov¬ 
ernment iK'inmec I) N Cihosh, 
turned out to be a damp squib There 
was intense speculation that ihe bo.ird 
would countermand the company’s Rs 
820 crore convertible debenture issue, 
which hit the maiket last year, and 
more importantly, stall the suppliei’s 
vredit of Rs 520 vrores th.it L&T had 
pledged Reliance Petiochemicals Ltd 
(RPl ), an Ambani group company 
Or, prune the debentuie issue to 
offset the supplier’s ciedit (l.&T has 
already exceeded its .10 April deadline 
for calling in the money ) 

Nothing happened Cihosh, an ex- 
State Bank ol India chairman and cui- 
rently the Centre’s key player in L&T, 
passed the buck He only said that 
“certain decisions’’ which affect share¬ 
holders will be pas- ^ p 
sed on to the C ontroller 

defensive, and an in- 
dication that he was 

guidance from the Prime , 

plied that the board had 
discussed the working 

hand the working f 

effect, whether the com- s 

pany needs the moneyed— Sl, 


from the debenture 
issue While he kept 
mum about specific de¬ 
tails. It was dear that the 
government was think¬ 
ing hard about what to 
do with the Rs 820 
crorcs of public money 
L&r had picked up As 
I tai as the V P .Singh 
I government is coii- 
I coined killing off the 
I RPL venture would 
I mean killing the Amba- 
I HI emp 1 1 e , because 
' Dhirubhai has so much 
money tied up with it In 

; ‘ V Wlmbha 

I Mipphei s credit he 

! garnered. Dhiiubhai had piekcd up Ks 
I 600 crores in .m RPl. debenture issue 
two years ag<> I rving to harness L&T 
funds for RPL is a dear indication of 
just how much money he needs for the 
I petrochemicals pioject 



1 Sources dose to the non-Ambam 
I diiectois on the L&L btiard say that 
the CCI IS taking a tiesh look at all 
1980 mega-issues The IJsha Rectifier 


Dhirubhai Ambani: staying power 

cd up Ks legitimate expansion plans—with or 
lire issue without the Ambanis at the helm. Be- 
less L&T sides, passing the onus to the ('CT has 
cation of given rise to speculation that the 
Is for the Ambanis arc very much m the game. 

The C’C’l eould well lake a lenient view 
of the L&T issue Only Mukesh, Dhir- 
- Ambani ubhai’s older son, attended the L&T 
say that board meeting The other Ambani 
ok at all I stalwarts were in New Delhi doing 
Rectifier j what they do best organising support 


Ltd issue has already been trimmed | for their survival 


I drastically and the company has been 
1 lorced to return a large chunk of the 
money to shareholders On the other 
hand, it is not as if L&T can forego the 
funds Aflei all, the company has 

destroying by the book 




Of course, this speculation would 
come to nothing it the Raja W'as just 
taking his destroy'-Amhani game nice 
and slow making Dhirubhai sweat it 
out as much as possible before 
dealing the 1 1 ii a ! 
blow But this IS not 
• Dhirubhai is not 

without his friends— 
yes, even in the Raja’s 
■ tiurhar —and with him, 

nothing IS impossible 
.Says a lop Bombay 
corporate executive, 
who declines to be iden- 
tified “Each side is 
moving with immense 
« deliberation and strictly 

according to legal provi- 
sions." They have to. 
The Raja cannot afford 
to get this one wrong. 
And Dhirubhai cannot 
'WL afford to wait for the 

_ Olga T9H»/Bombay 
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Emperor of 
the air 

How Rajan Jetley turned Air 
India around 

E ighteen months ago. Rajan Jetley, managing 
diiector of Air India-, took his family abroad 
on holiday Naturally, they flew Air Inslia 
But there was a significant difference When 
the Jetlev's boarded the Boeing 747, a smiling 
steward attempted to lead them to the First Class 
section in the front of the aircraft “No," said the 
managing diretlor, brandi.shing their boarding c.irds, 
“We are in F.eonomy ” And then, as the cabin ciew 
watched mortified, Jetley, his wife and children pro¬ 
ceeded to make themselves comfortable m what the 
airline trade derisively refers to as the ‘Cattle Class’ 
At one level, it was a pointless gesture There were 
empty seats m l ust C’lass, so no purpose was served by 
the managing directoi’s voluntarily down-grading his 
family, But at another level, it was a move fraught with 
significance The an line was then battling hundreds of 
Its employees who were entitled tii tree First Class 
travel toi themselves and their families For eight 
years, the management had aigiied that when the First 
Class piivilege had Inst been otteied. An India was a 
small airline, so that only a handful of emplovees had 
been entitled to it f urlhi-r. there was no Business C'lass 
111 tho.se days .So, why didn't the employees now agree 
to accept flee Business C lass travel instead'* 

A citcuiar to this effect 
w.as issued bv Capt D 
Bose. Jetley's predecessor 
as managing dircctoi But 
such was the outcry that it 
was hastily withdrawn It 
took Jetlev’s determination 
and persuasion---along with 
the significant gesture—to 
make the employees see¬ 
the point 

THE BATTLE over First 
Class tiavel may seem like 
a mmoi matlci—after all, 
most managing diiectors 
have to renegotiate staff 
perquisites liom time to 
time- but it w,is central to 
Jetlet s stMifcw lor An India 

His appioach w,is simple over the years, the airline 
had ti.instormed itself into an ‘ethnic service’, surviving 
on shipping the gieatest number at the lowest price 
Thus, An India would concentrate on what the trade 
calls the ‘load laeloi that is. the number of seats filled 


Jetley recognised that this was a short-sighted 
approach Far more important was ‘yield’—a technical 
term for the amount an airline recovers from every seat 
It fills. Because Air India’s flights had high load factors, 
the management was content However, the seats had 
all been sold at heavily discounted rates, so the yield 
remained low—and the airline slid deeper into the red 

Jetley’s strategy was to concentrate on high-yield 
traffic ideally, in First and Business Class To do this, 
he had to first evict Air India staff and their families 
from the front of the aircraft. Hence, the battle over 
the employees’ privileges 

But there was a deeper problem Over the last 
decade, morale at An India had slipped to the level 
where it had become an airline run for the benefit of its 
staff Unions weie aggressive, cabin crew were sullen 
and the pilots would rush to court to block any change 
in the status quo (One instance, they sued to prevent 
Air India from operating a non-stop Bombay-l-ondon 
flight on grounds of safety’ On hearing that at least 
three othei airlines operated such a flight, the )udge 
threw the case out ) 

By making it clear that while he was no union- 
basher. he would nc-vei give m to pressure on such 
issues as free First Class travel, letlcy served nonce that 
a new order had begun At first, the unions fought him 
but soon, the hostility ended And today. An India’s 
traditionally dismal industrial relations have improved 
considerably 

FOR JETLEY, final proof thaf It has all been worth it 
came last month Air India declared record profits, the 
yield shot up and the airline ran more profitable routes 
than ever before 

Fven the managing diiector’s detractors, who would 
always find excuses for his success, are less vocal than 
before It is no longer possible to ascribe Jetley’s 
performance to a friendship with .Satish Sharma, to the 
changing dollar-rupec ratio or to a fuel subsidy. There 
can be no denying that he has delivered 

Fortunately, the new 
National Front government 
has decided to let him run 
Air India on his own. Avia¬ 
tion minister Arif Moham¬ 
mad Khan’s take-no- 
decision-unless-’VP-says-so- 
in-writing policy may have 
had unfortunate consequ¬ 
ences .-“t Indian Airlines 
(which has no chairman, no 
managing director, and no 
boaid of directors), but at 
Air India, Jetley has simply 
gone on acting as though 
the change of government 
has made no difference 
His problem perhaps is 
that he has achieved as mu¬ 
ch as possible within the public sector For Air India to 
do even better, it needs to be privatised, removed from 
the clutches of the bureaucrats at Sardar Patel Bhavan, 
and turned into a truly professional organisation 

But will any government ever show that much 
imagination—and courage'' • 



It is no kMiger possible to 
ascribe Jetley’s peiformaiice to 
a IHendship with Satish 
Shamiai to the changiiig 
doBar-mpee ratio or to a fuel 
subskfy 
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■ Power drive 

T he West Bengal 
government is all 
worked up about 
credit—Soviet or 
otherwise—for the 630 
MW Bakreshwar thermal 
powerproject.lt want.s 
money, and quickly, to 
construct its paean for the 
state’s power-starv'ed 
millions. So. ask 
comrades to donate blood 
to raise the cash, if the 
Centre won’t help out. 

So, go to the USSR for 
funding. Rs ISOcroresor 
more, because the Centre 





Jyoti Basu: power 
•truck 

I has no money to spare for 

I Bengal. So, raise hell and 
make Bakreshwar a 
prestige issue. And 
forget, conveniently, that 
Bengal has the installed 
capacity to handle six 
times the peak demand 
for electricity. That if the 
state could get nd of 
“inefficiency”, it wouldn’t 
have to worry about 
“power”. Why not clean 
up the state electncity 
board first, before asking 
for money'^ Or, why not 
pnvabse power m the 
stateThen Bengal 
wouldn’t need a 
Bakreshwar, prestige 
would be intact, and for 
once, just once, there 
would be a respite from 
nightmarish power cuts 



“W, 

now.” 


e are all Hindus 


A Bharatiya Janata Party leader, 
to whom Dhiruhhai Amhani 
declared that he had always been a 
true Hindu 


■ Fandango 

O nly, for B.K 

Khaitan, it’s a solo, 

; and dangerous dance He 
has both the competition 
' and the Monopolies and 
j Restrictive Trade 
Practices Commission 
I (MRTPC) gunning for 
! him. All thanks to recent 
i TV ads which claim that 
I Khaitan fans are all “UK) 
j percent” Khaitan, 
f implying that all 
' components are 
‘ manufactured by the 
^ company and not picked 
* up from suppliers, put 
■ together, stamped 
\ “Khaitan” and sold to 
‘ clamounng multitudes 
t Unfortunately for 
. Khaitan, a consumer 
' society—industry 
;■ grapevine says it is a 
covert Usha move—filed 



A Khaitan fan ad: 
contentious 

a petition with the 
MRTPC saying the claim 
IS rubbish. Government 
sleuths duly inspected 
Khaitan premises, and 
discovered that the 


ALLIANCE OF THE WEEK 


The Ambanis and the Hindujas 

; earlier Both the Ambanis 

^ Hindujas are in 

' deep trouble if this ai k, 

i|| government lasts its full 
^term. Consequently, both ‘ 

DMruMwi AmbMil ensure that it Srichwid Hinduia 

collapses within the next 18 months. The two sides have 
pooled resources. They already share such friends as Bal 
Thackeray and A.B. Vajpayee (and of course, Satish 
Sharma) and they have the same lawyers. Moreover, the 
Hindujas can’t come to India to keep tabs on Bofors. So, 
the Ambanis do it for them Over the last fortnight, 
Reliance’s new, plumply ineffectual PR manager has been 
on the phone to journalists in Bombay and Geneve in the 
hope of spreading dissension among the investigators. Will 
It work"? Who knows? With Dhirubhai Ambani, anything 
is possible. 


I Ar iWc SNAiTtr'*! 




■ company doesn’t even 
have installed capacity, 

I and was purchasing 
everything from 
suppliers Last week, the 
, agency slapped on an 
‘ injunction restraining 
J Khaitan from putting out 
! false claims. With the 
competition eagle-eyed, 
and with the MRTPC 
' cottoning on to him, the 
' tan king will have to 
; watch It 

■ Merge! 

H ere they go again. 

Merging abroad to 
set off speculation at 
home The proposed 
merger of Lotus 
Development Corp and 
' Novell Inc., US software 
and networking giants. i 
has got Indian companies 
2^nith Computers Ltd 
and Hinditron Computers 
thinking. They both 
market Novell softwaie, 
and their competition, 

Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) handles 
Lotus packages The 
three Indian companies 
are a little nervous about 
their principals’ merger 
moves, as it would 
directly affect their 
tie-ups and marketing 
strategies Novell 
executives were in India 
' last week to soothe 
flustered nerves, assuring 
2^nith and Hinditron that 
nothing would change 
TCS officials were also 
trying to appear calm 
i about it. calling It a 
“marriage of 

’ convenience”. But It’s not 
quite that simple It isn’t 
, quite like the Unilever 
: buyouts, which led to 
Hindustan Lever drawing 
to Its fold Brooke Bond, 
Lipton and Ponds Ltd in 
f India. Zenith, Hinditron 
, and TCS are independent 
operations. To survive 
their software dreams, 

, they will have to figure a 
way out with marketing 
strategies, or they could 
, end up eating each other. 
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Buaness Minus 

A new video cassette fails to maximise its assets 


T he idea seems irresistible It 
Ncwsirack is India Toda\ on 
video and Slathtizz is Stardust on 
cassette, then why not try the same 
thing with Business India ' As Ashok 
Advani himself seems to have no 
ambitions m that direction, it has been 
left to Amil Khanna, the Bombay film 
industry’s Renaissance man, to come 
up with Business Plus (Just as Surren¬ 
der Bhatia and f^rochi Badshah. two 
former employees of Nan I lira’s 
media empire, devised Starhiizz when 
Hira decided not to put Siurdusi on 
tape ) 

The concept behind Business Plus is 
to make the world of business come 
alive C'ommercialK. this makes sense 
because the taiget audience ot affluent 
executives and businessmen comprises 
precisely the kind of people that 
advertisers arc looking for Moreover, 
because of astute marketing. Khanna 
has been able to ensuie that the 
cassette reaches all those he calls 
decision-makers’ 

So far so good But now tor the 
problems 

The tiouble with Business Plus is 
that whoever scripted and edited the 
(list issue foigoi to bothei to learn 
why Newstraik is so successful The 
key to Newstraek's hold over the 
market is that it concentrates on ac¬ 
tion. It shows people being beaten up 
m Meham, militants burning the Indi¬ 
an flag m Kashmir, Shashi Kapoor 
shooting for /^looba and V P Singh 
working the crowds m rural LIP 
Secondly, it takes famous people and 
puts them on the spot on camera 
Vijay Amntraj on how much he earns, 
V P. Singh on whether he will ever 
accept the prime ministershipC’never" 
IS the reply), Rahul Bajaj on how 
Indian Airlines is not a national dis¬ 
grace, and Kalpnath Rai on why Rapv 
Gandhi is “just like diamond". 

Business Plus fails miserably on 
both counts. Its lead story on the 
Union budget has urbane anchor-man 
Arvind Sethi on camera for much 
longer than it should Sethi proceeds 
to tell us about the budget, cutting 
now and then to a gaggle of tiresome 
economists and chanuha-hke indus¬ 
trialists who hold forth on the charac¬ 
teristics of the budget Ideally, Sethi’s 
talking-head routine should have been 


restricted to the initial spiel and then, 
to the links Graphics (and Business 
Plus' arc particularly bad) should have 
told the story along with incisive 
interviews with those who matter 
Madhu Dandavatc, Bimal .lalan, 
Montek Singh Ahliiwalia and Nitin 
I Desdi for the government, and some 
heavyweight critics on the other side 
S B Chavan. Pranab Mukherjee, 
Nani Palkhivala. etc 

Instead, Business Plus has strained 
interviews with the likes of Freddie 
Mehta and Raunaq Singh, all ot whom 
seem to be suffering from rabbit-in- 
the-hcadlights svndrome (This is 
what ten died interviewees seem like 


interplay with his interviewer, 
(Perhaps. Piramal’s questions were 
shot afterwards ) Tavleen Singh 
attempts to find out if the Prime 
Minister has a kitchen C’abmet She 
asks Khushwant Singh, who spends a 
long time saying that he doesn’t know 
D.P Tripathi. who is so blinded by 
the video crew’s lights that he come; 
across like Stevie Wonder, and San- 
tosh Bharatiya, who delivers a parly 
political broadcast (“V P Singh 
undersl.mds Indi.i Its people Its 
problems lie has no need of advis¬ 
ers ") Only Arun Shourie makes 
any sense. 

It IS only when Tavleen Singh gives 





Rahul BaJaJ: eomes ofj as 
a platitudmoas bore 








on c.imera when bright lights arc 
shone in their eyes, microphones 
thrust m their faces and stiff, awkward 
questions posed by inexperienced in¬ 
terviewers.) 

Othci segments are dull Gita 
Piramal tries to make Rahul Bajaj 
come to life with little success While 
Bajaj refrains from doing his noto¬ 
rious Daboo Kapoor impersonation (a 
great hr on last year’s Newstrack), he 
comes off as a platitudinous bore 
trapped behind his desk who has little 


Arun Shourte: theimh one G«org« FerrMiidM: f^tves 
who makes sense great quotes 


Ramesh Vangal and Ramesh C'hauhan j 
a chance to square off over the Pepsi- . 
7’hums Up battle that Business Plus 
comes to life The segmeni is tightly 
edited, full of action and expertly 
compered by lavleeii, who manages 
to get great quotes from George Fer¬ 
nandes 

That perhaps is the way ahead for 
Business Plus It needs more action, 
belter interviews and punchier edit¬ 
ing It needs also to give such bores as 
Bajaj a misa and concentrate on more 
colourful businessmen Russi Mody, 
Dhirubhai Ambani. Vijay Mallya or 
Manu Chhabria, for example 

It has many assets Tavleen knows 
her way around Delhi and is good on 
camera Piramal’s knowledge of the 
business world is unmatched. And 
Sethi could be a real find it he is 
properly handled. Plus, the business 
video slot IS still wide open 

A little fine tuning and Amit Khan¬ 
na could have a hit on his hands • 
Vlfmy Sahnl | 


SUNDAY 20—» May 1900 







MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


Girding his ioins 

V. P. Singh decides to increase defence spending as the 
country's foreign policy goes awry under Gujral 


Nt>. the spectacle 
of V' r Singh 
gliding his loins 
does not picsent a 
pretty pictare 
War scilves no¬ 
thing. It has taken 
us a quarter of a 
centuiy to recover 
from military de¬ 
feat (1962). a 
military draw (IWi.S) and military vic¬ 
tory (1971) Whatever the outcome, 
the people sutler, the economy suf¬ 
fers, the country suffers If war is 
imposed on us theie is, ot course, no 
option but to fight back But it takes a 
minority leader of a minoiity party 
heading a minority government to go 
around the country advertising his 
plans of throw'ing the nation to the 
dogs of wiar—for no moie edifying a 
reason, it would seem, than to save his 
personal political destiny 
The story goes back a bit The 
National Front's (NF) election man¬ 
ifesto poured scorn on oui defence 
spending. They claimed, they knew 
how to better safeguard the country's 
security—and at less expense at that 
The armed forces were, thus, put on 
notice that the NF thought their 
weapons to be toys, their ranks to be 
bloated, and their privileges excessive 
They were furthei told that their arms 
had been procured not to fit them (or 
the battlelield but to fill the coffers of 
the ruling party— pace Bofors 

The elections ovet, the first Presi¬ 
dent's address darkly hinted at de¬ 
fence cuts round the corner, while the 
so-called “White Paper" commis¬ 
sioned by the new government from 
the Economic Advisory Council un¬ 
ambiguously identified defence as the 
key sector from which resources were 
to be diverted to solve the twin prob¬ 
lems of the budgetary deficit and the 
balance-of-pavments gap 
The promise of defence cuts—like 
all NF promises—has, ol course, been 
broken. Provision loi delence spend¬ 
ing in the first Nf- budget has soared 
above Rs 15,(XK)ciores. confirming, as 


nothing else can, both the naivety of 
the NF’s policy assumptions as well as 
the empty euphoria of their expecta¬ 
tions 

The NF's plans of reducing the 
nation's defence buiden were based 
on the belief that diplomacy could so 
radically alter our security cnyiion- 
meiit, especially in the environs of 
South Asia, that defence spending 
could be contained ,md the eoiinliv 
led to new vistas ol peace and 
prosperity 

S o, Ciuiral went on iccorcl—m the 
week belore Kashmii blew up 
that India would "never again " deploy 


Its armed loices outside our terrilorv 
The indcTicacv of such a statement 
•ipart what, one wonders, gave Gupal 
the mandate to bind himself, his gov- 
einrnent and, indeed, the country to 
such .1 course for all time to come'' 
Delusions ot giandeui, doubtless For 
how else is one to explain oraculoi 
pronouncements of this kind from the 
foreign minister ot .i goveinment 
which at the best of times, represents 
no one but its minority self and. much 
ol the time, not even all of itself, but 
merely one oi sc>me of its factions 
And which, in any case, espouses at all 
times not its own policy presciiptions 
but whatevei is dictated to it by 


V.P. Singh: h takes a minont}' leader of a rtunority party, heading a 
minority government, to go around the i ountiy advertiwig his plans 
of throwing the nation to the dogs of wat to save fits personal poliiteal 
destiny 










whichever of its “outside supporters ' 
happens, at the tune, to be occupying 
the dominant position'' 

While, of couise, the people at large 
wait tor answers to those larger ques¬ 
tions, the armed forces are left 
wondering what they did wrong that 
has earned them the opprobrium of 
the foreign ministei with whom they 
are now so sadiv saddled The light¬ 
ning speed with which all three bran¬ 
ches of our aimed forces—the army, 
the air foice, and the navy—le- 
sponded to Maldives President 
Ciayoom's piessirig plea for assistance 
to toil a mercenary-mounted coup 
d'cuu had quite taken the world’s 
breath awa\ And instead of praising 
them for their outstanding perform¬ 
ance, heie we have a foreign minister 
who, immcdiatelv on icturning from 
Maldives, announces "Never 
igain'" 

Next. ,Sri I anka The IPKF went 
into Sri Tanka not as an invading army 
noi as a mercenary loice, but at the 
cxpiess leqiiest of 1‘resident Jayewar- 
dene Its lole in the island was linked 
to the implement.ition of the agree¬ 
ment signed beiwecn India and .Sri 


l/mka on 2*^ July, 1987 When, after 
the change of government in Sri 
1 <ink.i. Premadasa started reneging on 
the accoid, prolonged negcUiations 
were held with the Sri Lanka author- 
ilies to link the IPKF's withcliawal 
with the two issues which, bv then, 
had become the most important for 
the Tamils in Sri Lanka genuine 
devolution of powei to the North-East 
||i Provincial Council, and the assured 
K safety and security of the Tamil 
t population This was set out m the 
Indo-Sri Lanka Joint Communique of 
18 September. 1989 
Until the advent of the NF govern¬ 
ment, It was abundantly clear to the 
Sri Lankans that thcie was a nexus 
between our agreement to withdraw 
and their agreement to devolve and 
I protect The NF's posturing put an 
end to that nexus, To show f'remadasa 
I that they were not like the Congress, 
I the NF threw Tamil interests—and the 
I IPKF's reputation—to the winds and 
; accepted a deadline for the "de- 
I induction " of our forces without insist- 




ing on a deadline for the fulfilment of 
the Sri Lankan government’s obliga¬ 
tions 

Thus, the Sri Lankans painted us 
into a corner where they secured the 
JPKF's pull-out without devolving 
anything to the North-East Provincial 
Council and—worse, much worse¬ 



putting the safetv of the '1 amils entire¬ 
ly at the mercy of the Sri Lankan 
secuiity forces, cm the one hand, and 
Prabhakaian’s Tigers, on the othei 
In d word, the IPKF was quite 
simply scuttled Not by the Sri Lank¬ 
an Not by the LITF'. But In the 
National Front 

O ddly enough, consideriim the 
damage it would do to the morale 
of our armed foices. the National 
Front representative who led Upeia- 
tion Scuttle was neither the Prime 
Minister noi the foreign mmistei nor 
anv othei minister of the central gov- 
einment It was Dr Kalaignai t 'Cireai 
Artiste") Karunamdhi 1 he NF has 
earned their nonsense apout "genuine 
federalism ” to the point where foreign 
policv has apparently betn transferred 
to the state list So. all the shots on the 
IPKF and Sri Lanka were called not 
by the NF government at the ('entre 
but by Its regional satrap, the DMK 
chief mimstei of Tamil Nadu 

The blocid of the Indian lawun has 
mingled with the sands of Si 1 1 anka It 1 
IS blocrd spilt in a national cause A 
regional chauvinist like Karunamdhi 
can hardlv be expected to understand 
what "national’’ means 
If General A S Kalkat s letter to 
the Prime Minister-- measuied, les- 
tiained, dignified--convcvs anything 
at all, It IS our armed foices’ haunting 
sense of humiliation at having been let 
down scr badly by the goveriimeni and 
party that now findv themselves in 
power. It .IS this arny — dcmgiated 
deprived and insulted as nevei befoie 
in our history—whem. V P Singh and 
his cohoits now plan to held against 
Pakistan 

Why at all is there talk ot war m the 
air"' Not because theie is a tuwn belli 


Not because it is a solution lo either 
Kashmir <n Punjab Not because the 
siibcontinental or mtern.itional siUi.i 
lion wariants it But onlv because ot i 
Inder CJuiral’s diplomatic incptiiudc j 
and "V r Singh’s politics ol ‘ managing j 
confiadictions’ I 

Lei us take each in turn 

F irst, Ciiijral Our present problems ^ 
with P.ikistan stem in good me<i- ! 
sure trcmi fiujral’s puffed-up piide al j 
being something ot an I Tdii poeiasiei j 
In w’hicli capaeitv he had hcMcled i 
some years ago on committee which j 
submitted a lepoii (.i ratliei good | 
lepori one might add) on ihe smims oI 
Ibdu in India Now. stuiwing oil one s 
Urdu al a tnehfil is of com sc, all ver y 
well--and to be ciKomaeed Bnl sub¬ 
stituting \hiiiri foi diplom.icv is what 
gets us into tioiihlc 'let dial is wh.il 
happened at the piccise moment when 
the NF g(weiimieiil faced its first 
majoi diplomatic ciisis 

me Pak foreign nimisiei S.ihib/acia 
■Naqiifi Kli.iii the urbane scion of the 
house ot Rampiir- was invited b\ 
(iuiral lo visil India r-iill maiks lo 
Ciupal for dial A date toi the visit 
was lived at "mutual convenience ”, 

.IS we cliplomaiisis say (i e a dale 
when Ciujial was not lequired lo 
preside at a tnuchcitiu and h'aqub 
eoiiid lake time off from pumping the 
Afghan mu|ahideen full ol arms') 
Now, It was no fault of cither out 
L'rdu don noi of the Rampur aiistoe- 
lat that the BJP picked the eve of the 
visit as the date to pressure the Prime 
Minister into sending Jagmohan to 
Kashimi Jagmohan went there Kash¬ 
mir blew up And Bena/ir picked up 
the script her father had stopped 
lecitmg in Shimla, lo launch a verbal 
attack on India more vicious than 
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anythinji heard Miice 1971 
Instead of gauging that 
this was the moment to 
firmly tell the Pakistanis 
where they got otf -espc- 
cially as the whole world 
knows that Yaqub was im¬ 
posed on Bcna/ii bv the 
Pak Army and the Pak 
President as the price for 
letting her be sworn in as 
Prime Minister - fiu|ral 
could not resist his longed- 
for opportuniis to plav the 
gracious host to the Man- 
Who-Came-To-fJinner A 
banquet was laid on (with, 
one hopes, the best of 
Rampuri delicacies on dis¬ 
play—for the tamed chefs 
of Rampui have made eat¬ 
ing a form of gastronomic 
worship) And the entiic 
Pakistan division of the 
ministry of external affairs | ^ 
was asked to rummage ‘ ’ ' 

through anthologies of 
Urdu poetry to discovei a '/i < 
suitable quatrain for tiujial 
toserveup to Yaqub as the ^ M ctuiii 
sweetest of desserts m his 
after-dinner spiecch 

Yaqub. on the other h.ind, is a pure 
professional First, he pcisuaded (iu 
jral to confine his protests to the 
seclusion of South Block Second, he 
got him to lefrain ftom any public 
riposte to BenaiOr's outiageous st.itc- 
ment Third, having hoodwinked ciu- 
jra) out of a meaningful |oint t om- 
inunique, he plannecf to issue his own 
Press Release through his high com¬ 
mission in .New Delhi before rctuinmg 
to Islamab.id But. meanwhile theic 
was the little mattei of replying to 
Guiral's toast at the banquet 

Yaqub. having taken the measure of 
the man. knew that—inevitably—Ciii- 
jral would polish off an Urdu oration 
with a veisc from Fai/ which, to a 
round of dutiful "iva/;' walls'" from 
the assembled guests (all chums- 
turned-r/iarm/iar from hl^ India Inter¬ 
national Centre davs) would drive the 
Pak arms from our borders and Ya¬ 
qub right into our arms 

Ciu|ral spoke In Urdu Out came 
Far/. Out came cues of "Mashalluh' 
And Gujral sat down, beaming like a 
billy-goat at a banquet, thrilled with 
his perfoimancc as chairman of the 
Urdu Commitiee 

Yaqub rose Coavelv he told his 
audience that, as the matter at hand 
was serious, he would speak in l-.ri- 
glish! Extempore I xcept that three- 



I.K. Gujral (right) with Yaqub Khan: Bi\ iiiise nur 
forcii^n niiiiisit'r ssiints t(> rccilc portrv, urgoni/or i;t><>il 
lu’ifihhoiirluu’ss with f'akisian Ami haritlv has ha g<ir through 
the first .stanza le/uvi f/u' lUB.says,"Let's ye in wai '--ami the 
PM (laiiltillv ohhyes 


quarters ot the wav dtiwn his speech, 
he surreptitiously pulled a piece ol 
paper from out ot his pocket on which 
was msciibed the biielest ot Urdu 
couplets 1 roni I ai/ who else ’ .And 
deliveieti it with the prtictised iii- 
souci.ince ol geneiiitions ot Ramptiii 
nawahtsat (to which, Gu|ral ,S;iheb ti 
couple ot vears at (iovernment ( ol- 
Icge. Lahoie is no mtitch) Using the 
legendaiy bcaiitv ol Zuleikha as the 
paratligm of the dove ol peace, the 
Sahelvtida told Cuipal 

Iaakat-e-deed e-Anh /Uia 

i\a tiiihe na iiiiiihe 

The power tt) ga/c on Zuleikha 

Is neither in vou 

Nor in me' 

Nothing could have been <i cicaiei 
signal of Pak assessments oi Pak 
intentions neithei, Yaqub said in 
effect, can riiy miiiontv government 
contemplate peace—nor. tor that mat¬ 
ter. can yours' Yet, Citi)ral. pleased as 
punch at this 1990 demonstration ot 
Shikwa and .Jawab-e-Shikwa (cf Alki- 
ma Iqbal's lenownecl C oniplaint and 
Reply 'In Complaint) applauded with 
wild enthusiasm and looked around 
him with undisguised satisfaction 
Ever since then. Yaqub has been 
running circles arounej Ciujral, the 
latest having been in New York— 
w h c 1 e , once again. Yaqub 


showed a seams-n.s- 
tress' ability to stitch up 
Guiral’s lips while himself 
collecting all the headlines 
What a contrast to 1987 
when a single phone tall 
fiom R.qiv Gandhi to Zia- 
ul Mac] put the leash on the 
dogs ot war—and brought 
Zid post-haste to Delhi to 
talk peate''Ihe Pakistani 
reaction to Operation Bras- 
stacks and the skirmishes 
around the .Siaehen Cilacier 
were much more serious 
challenges to national 
securitv and peace in our 
legion than the events of 
the last few weeks Yet, 
because of the formci 
Pi line Ministei 's noti- 
nonsense diplomacy and 
pcrson.il st.mding in the in¬ 
ternational commumtv, the 
sitii.itioii was quicklv de- 

, Insect and the p.iities weie 

nod II. 

, , back t(i i.iw-iaw not wai- 

' through ^ 

-and till Novv, .il.is, we h.ive a 
Prime Minister who thinks 
diplomacy is tor domestic 
survival Which bungs me to mv 
second point the PM's ' politics of 
m.in.iging contr.idictions' 

Because (iu|ral wants to recite 
poetry, we go m toi good neighbouili- 
ness And hardlv has he got thiough 
the fust stan/a when the BJP says. 

‘ Let s gi-i to War —and the PM cfuti- 
tullv obliges 

With evervthmg going awrv, with 
the BJP putting the blame on him for 
all that IS going wrong (and taking the 
cicdit tor the little that is going right), 
with the ('PI(M) getting restive at its 
sell-imposed lole as the handmaiden 
ol ma|oiitv commun.ilism, and Devi 
Lai and Uhancira Shekhar readying 
themselves for 'he take-ovei. V P 
Singh IS coming to believe that only 
will—or the iiisamtv ot a nucleai 
bomb—constitutes his last hope of 
political survival 

It has now become a lace between 
the suivival ol the NF government and 
the survival ol the nation And where, 
m this gathering darkness, do we turn 
to foi comfort ’ lo the immortal Faiz, 
ot course 

( hand toz aiir, men jan 
raqai (hand hi roz' 

Just a few' days mote, my love | 
Just a few' davs more' ^ I 


T he wews expressed in this column are those ol its 
author and do not purport to const'lute an official 
sletemenl ol the Congress party s position 
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Desperately seeking 

Gortoachev 

You can’t cure Kashmir or Punjab, if you don’t know what 

the illness is 


T here is a long and glorious 
tradition of being bipartisan 
in foreign policy matters. It 
IS only on domestic policy 
that we disagree So it has 
! been with Kashmir, 
i Whethei you ask Rapv Gandhi or 
^ VP Singh, the BJP or the CPl(M), 

I they all advance the same explanation 
I for the Kashmir problem, it is Pakis- 
I tan’s fault If the Pakistanis hadn't 
I trained and armed the militants, if 
j they hadn’t send money 
I to the JKLF and if their 
' regular soldiers hadn't 
I donned mufti and ma,s- 
I queraded as Kashmiri 
I freedom fighters, things 
would be all right today 
! But once the flag- 
j waving and the jingoism 
arc done with, the bipar¬ 
tisan approach dis¬ 
appears Then, every¬ 
body has his own solu¬ 
tions to the problem 
j Broadly .speaking, there 
j are four positions. 

I ■ The Jagmohan line: 

! The demands of the 
! Kashmins are unreason- 
I able. One cannot 
I negotiate with people 
I who refuse to recognise 
1 the authority of the Indi- 
I an state And anyway, 
the Kashmiris are not 
worse off than, say, the 
people of Orissa, So why should they 
get a better deal just because they've 
taken to arms"^ 

■ The George Fernandes stand: 

Kashmir is the cornerstone of our 
secularism By including a Muslim 
majority state in India, we proved that 
the two-nation theory was bunk. If we 
let go of It now, then it will suggest 
that a partition on religious lines made 
sense. 


Yes, the Kashmiris are being un¬ 
reasonable by threatening to secede, 
but they don’t really mean it They 
have genuine economic grievances 
and get a bad deal Because of the 
special status afforded to Kashmir 
when It acceded to India, it is inevit¬ 
able that the disillusionment will be 
expressed in terms of 'azaadi' 
However, if you negotiate with them 
and send lots of money, thev can be 
won back 


■ The Rajiv Gandhi position: I'he 
Kashmiris have some genuine de¬ 
mands but by taking to violence have 
ruined tneir own case We must res¬ 
tore law and oidei '.o the state and 
having done that, sit across the table 
with the Kashmiris and make them 
responsible for then own destiny— 
within India (This is essentiallv,what 
Rajiv tried to do with Punjab v\hen he 
was Prime Minister ) 


a The Western liberal' position; 

India has no real right to Kashmir A 
Hindu maharaja decided to bring his 
Muslim population over We do not 
allow the Muslim Nizam of Hyder¬ 
abad to accede to Pakistan because he 
had a Hindu population So, how 
could we justify the accession of 
Kashmir’' 

We refused to grant the Kashmins a 
l;N-supervised plebiscite, arguing that 
the Muslim Pnme Minister of Kashmir 


had chosen India Further, we said, 
theie were regular elections in the val¬ 
ley But, in fact, shortly after taking 
this stand, we locked up Sheikh 
Abdullah and everybody knows that 
elections were routinely rigged. 

At 1 time when the whole world is 
opting for .self-determination, how can 
wc hope to hang on to Kashmir by 
force when the Kashmins, almost to 
the last man, wish to have nothing to 
do with India"^ 


What caused the Kashmir problem? 



Rajiv Gandhi seems 
to think that 
Governor Jagmohan 
IS the problem 



Jagmohan says that 
It was Farooq 
Abdullah’s mistake 



George Fernendes 

suggests that 
perhaps India did not 
pay enough attention 
to Kashmii 
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A ll toul positions have their 
strengths and their weaknesses 
Jagrnohan is right. When somebody 
insists on seceding, there is no basis 
for negotiation. On the othei hand, 
the reign of terror unlea.shed by the 
security forces has only succeeded in 
■ ensuring that even moderate Kash 
nuns turn anti-Indian 

Fernandes' approach has the advan 
tage of keeping the political piocess 
alive and of telling the Kashmiris that 
India IS receptive to their problems. 
But IS It advisable to keep regarding 
Kashmir as a special case or even, as 
the bedrock of our secularism'' Why 
should Kashmir continue to get a bet¬ 
ter de.il 40 years after Partition'' And 
even if it did secede, how would this 
adversely affect Indian Muslims'.' 

Rajiv Crandhi’s line seems the most 
teasonable in fact, it seems too good 
to be true Can you really combine 
Jagrnohan and Fernandes’ 
appioaches'' Rajiv believes that the 
'bad guys’ should get the stick while 
the modelates get the lollipops But 
when he tried this approach in Punjab, 
he found that any moderate he talked 
to soon lost credibility People tended 
to gathci round such 'bad guys' as 
Simranjeet .Singh Maan (Now that 
V.P. Singh regards him as a moderate, 
Mann too has lost his credibility ) 

The 'western liberal' position has a 
ccitain plausibility, but it does not tell 
the full stoiy. '^es, India did lock up 
Sheikh Abdullah, but he did emerge 
fiom jail seemingly beaiing no ill-will 
towards the state that incarcerated 
him Then, he became chief minister 
of Kashmir and cheerfully asserted his 
loyalty to the Indian Union. As for the 
aveiagc Kashmiri, if he had never 
really wanted to be part of India, then 
why in 1%5, when Pakistan sent in 
infiltiaiors, did the people of Ka.shmir 
refuse to rise up and throw out the 
Indians'’ Instead, the Kashmiris nab¬ 
bed the infiltrators and handed them 
m to the nearest police station 

O ne reason why all 'solutions' to 
the Kashmir problem fail to add 
up could be that nobody seems to 
know wh.it caused the problem Jag- 
mohan savs that it was Farooq Abdul¬ 
lah's mistake Fernandes suggests that 
pel haps India did not pay enough 
attention to Kashmii Rajiv seems to 
think Jagrnohan is the pioblern. In the 
West, they I'clieve that the Kashmiris 
were worried In the prospect of being 
ruled by a legwne tnat was hacked by 
the Hindu fundamentalisls of the BJP 
And so on 


None of this makes much sense 
Many states—Bihar, for instance— 
have had chief ministers who were far 
more incompetent than Farooq And 
why on earth should the Centre pay 
special attention to one state over the 
others' Moreover, it is a mistake to 
believe that Kashmir exploded only 
after this government took over or 
after Jagrnohan was appointed The 
media discovered the problem fairly 
recently, but it was already there last 
year 

In the final analysis, all region- 
specific explanations tor the current 
agitation in Kashmir fail to tell the full 
story Yes, of course, there’s corrup¬ 
tion. of course, there’s unemploy¬ 
ment, but m the Indian context, is this 
unusual enough to lead a full-scale 
insurrection'' 

If all this sounds vaguely familiar, it 
is because six oi seven years ago, we 
were faced with the same dilemma 
over Punjab. As far as most Indians 
(especially Hindus) were concerned, 
the Sikhs were not outsiders, but an 
integral part of the Indian mosaic. 
Aggressive, prosperous and proud, 
nobody could conceive of them as 
second class citizens. Yes, Sikhism 
was a different religion, but rare was 
the Hindu who regarded it as radically 
different from his own faith. While 
Islam and Christianity were clearly 
quite distinct from Hinduism, Sikh¬ 
ism, Jainism and Buddhism were all 
grouped together as being off-shoots 
of Hinduism 

Moreover, nobody could conceive 
of Punjab as being a backward area. 
The common perception was that the 
major gains of the Green Revolution 


had been felt in the state and that the 
Sikhs (and Hindu Punjabis) were far 
better off than most Indians 
So, when the Akali Dal—a main¬ 
stream political party comprising the 
likes of FI.S. Longowal and P S Bad- 
al—made demands that, by the stan¬ 
dards of Indian politics, were extraor¬ 
dinary, there was widespread outrage 
Whenever moderate Sikhs began to 
demonstrate a sneaking respect for 
J S Bhindranwale—who was, in 
Khushwant Singh’s phrase, “a mad 
monk”—nobody could understand it. 

It was a situation analogous to the 
one we find ourselves in these days in 
Kashmir, in the sense that nobody had 
the solution because nobody was real¬ 
ly sure what had caused the problem 

I f the Punjab problem confused the 
rest of India, what about Assam? 
First, there was a student-led agitation 
over the preponderance of 'foreigners’ 
on the electoral rolls. When that 
seemed to be settled, the Bodos de¬ 
cided they wanted a homeland of their 
own and took to arms More or less 
simultaneously, an old-style Marxist 
outfit called the United Liberation 
Front of Assam (ULFA) also decided 
to blow up trains and assassinate 
prominent persons. 

Because Assam is far from Delhi, its 
problems have not hit the national 
media. Yet. in many ways, the mess in 
Assam is greater than the one in Pun¬ 
jab, Settle with one group of terror- 
ists/militants/agitators and another 
springs up at once. 

And while the Kashmir and Punjab 
problems can be seen in religious ’ 
terms, what about Assam? TTie mili- 
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tants there do not belong to some 
insecure religious minority that has 
taken to arms in an effort to assert its 
identity in the face of a Hindu 
onslaught 

Once again, the same explanations 
are tiotted out There is a lot of unem¬ 
ployment The government is corrupt 
Prafulla Mahanta is fighting with Bhn- 
gu Phukan, so there is no effective 
administration, etc , etc 

And once again, region-specific ex¬ 
planations do not really make much 
sense. So, nobody finds the solution 
because nobody is really sure what the 
problem is. 

I 11 this leads inexorably to one con- 

' #^clusion. the region-specific 
approach will not work There is no 
meaningful sense in which the people 
of Kashmir, Punjab and Assam are 
worse off than, say, the people of 
Bihar, Orissa and Rajasthan. To pre¬ 
tend that by doing deals with militants 
you can assuage the sense of grievance 
IS foolish. It IS equally silly to imagine 
that by throwing money at the prob¬ 
lem, you can make it go away 

The roots of the crisis do not lie in 
Srinagar, Amritsar or Guwahati they 
lie in New Delhi. 

There is now a widespread percep¬ 
tion that the present political system 
has failed to deliver The idealism that 
accompanied the birth of the indepen¬ 
dent Indian state in 1947 is dying, if it 
IS not already dead Nobody talks of 
'nation-building' any longer, the con¬ 
cern now IS with matenal rewards. 
Patriotism in the Nehruvian sense has 
been forgotten; in its place we have a 
sabre-ratthng jingoism National in¬ 


tegration and secularism have become 
tired, old political cliches; communal- 
ism through such code phrases as 
'minoiityism' and Hindu resurgence’ 
has become respectable. 

Most people are now more cynical 
about politicians than they have ever 
been The dramatic swings at elections 
suggest that the country is expressing 
Its anger against its leaders in the only 
way it can. The disillusionment is not 
directed at any one political party, but 
at the lot. just as the incumbent Con¬ 
gress governments were unseated in 
the north, so were the incumbent 
Opposition governments in the south 

W hat does all this have to do with 
Assam, Punjab and Kashmir'' 
Everything. 

When a system is perceived to be 
failing, people look for alternatives 
Frequently, they turn to the leagious 
and regional loyalties that preceded 
the emergence of the system 
This IS what is happening in India 
today. 

The danger with regu nalism is that 
It means that the relationship between 
New Delhi and the state capitals be¬ 
comes an adversarial one In the pre¬ 
sent political system New Delhi calls 
the shots. The states must fight the 
C’entre to get what they want 

The disillusionment, the lack of 
faith in the system, the sense of aliena¬ 
tion from New Delhi and the new 
political culture of regionalism are 
responsible for the violence we are 
witnessing throughout the country. In 
the south, this has meant the rejection 
of cow-belt parties (the Janata Dal 


and the BJP) in favour of ideally re¬ 
gional alternatives or failing that, the 
Congress(I) which is at least perceived 
as being more than a Hindi-belt outfit. 

In other states, the disillusionment 
with the system has found a violent 
expression. At present, it is just Kash¬ 
mir, Punjab and Assam. But the ex¬ 
perience of the last decade suggests 
that the trend of violence is spreading 
None of the states that witnessed vio¬ 
lent agitation in 1982 (Assam, for inst¬ 
ance) IS much better off today And 
new states (Kashmir, for example) are 
being added to the list 

T he danger with region-specific 
solutions IS that they boil down to 
one ot two options- the carrot or the 
stick Both will not work To grant a 
larger share of the cake to those who 
resort to violence, will only encourage 
others to do so And a hardline will 
merely increase the alienation. 

If there is a solution, it has to consist 
of a complete overhaul of a political 
system that has fallen into disrepute 
Two aspects of this overhaul are 
crucial 

• We must dump the socialism 
that has made India the sick man of 
Asia It was a brave idea in 1947, but it 
hasn’t worked Until the system be¬ 
gins paving out economic dividends, it 
will never recover its standing in the 
eyes of the people Be.sides, much of 
the politico-burcaucratic corruption 
emerges directly from the structuie of 
controls 

• New Delhi must shed its powers 
Fxcessivc centralisation has led to 
many ol our nrc'hicms Weneed amuch 
looser federation of states to ensure 
that all disillusionment is not express¬ 
ed in region vs Centre terms (Rajiv 
Gandhi believes this is not enough 
We need to decentralise further with 
the Panchayati Raj It is an interesting 
if controversial view ) 

In the iniernarional context, this is 
not a particularly startling prescrip¬ 
tion In the Indian context, however, it 
IS still heresy Moreover, it needs a 
leader with vision and strength to im¬ 
plement It V P Singh’s IS clearly an 
interim government which lacks the 
power to make radical changes And 
Rajiv Gandhi, who had the opportun¬ 
ity, in 198.S, flunked it. 

But. until India finds its Gorbachev, 
things will not get better in Kashmir, 
Punjab or indeed anywhere else. 

In fact, they could get a lot worse. • 

VkSanghvi 
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BOOK REVIEWllli 




stage tajk 

Contemporary Indian theatre analysed 
threadbare 


The homogenei¬ 
ty ('t our theatre 
IS at best, 
nominal, at 
worst, illusory 
And publica¬ 
tions such as 
Contemporary 

_ Indian Theatre 

go a long way towards fostering that 
illusion Comprising 19 interviews 
with leading theatre personalities—in¬ 
cluding IJtpal Dutt, Habib Tanvir and 
Ratan Thiyam—the volume also con¬ 
tains brief studies of seven other stal¬ 
warts, Mohan Rakesh and Vijay Ten¬ 
dulkar among them One can cavil at 
the disproportionate representation 
(as many as six of the interviewees are 
from the Hindi theatre scene) but the 
photographs and detailed lists of pro¬ 
ductions make the book a worthwhile 
buy. 

The volume makes interesting read¬ 
ing as it constitutes what researchers 
call ‘primary source material’. Foi in 
stance, did you know that there are 
autobiographical touches to Girish 
Karnad’s YayatC Shyamanand Jalan’s 
interview gives an insider’s view of 
Mohan Rakesh at rehearsal, and of 
Sombhu Mitra’s inability to cope with 


talks about the court judgement on his 
controversial play, Ghasiram Kotwal, 
which decreed that every performance 
begin with the- disclaimer that Nana 
Phadnavis was, in fact, a hero. 

Something that unites all inter¬ 
viewees is their concern with their 
“sociological impact’’. Habib Tanvir 
believes in political commitment and 
Kumar Roy says that “no play is worth 
producing unless it has social rele¬ 
vance” G P. Deshpandc’s interest in 
“what IS happening to the Marxist 
movement in this country” leads him 
to make the rather self-important 
claim that “my plays (in Marathi) aie 
the first in Indian drama that present 
the ruling-class politician rcalistical 
ly” As one proceeds southwards, 
politics seems to become secondary, 
K N Panikkar, for instance, categor¬ 
ically denies any political motivation 
whatsoever 

The recent integration of many folk 
and traditional elements into urban 
theatre is discussed in conversation 
with several practitioners of this style, 
including Girish Karnad (Hayavada- 
na). Chandrasekhar Kambar {Joku- 
maraswami) and Habib Tanvir (Chha- 
tisgarhi theatie) Mahesh Elkunchw'ar 
argues, however, that “urban folk 
theatre has become a kind of artistic 


the title role in Tughlaq. Jabbar Patel 

Scene from MMa Cfr/iwiiMKf/directed by Vijaya Mehta: ‘biographical 
approach to acting’ 



kleptomania”, borrowing colourful 
forms for superfiaal decorative effect. 
Ratan Thiyam prefers to call his Man- 
ipuri plays ritualistic expressions of his 
personal vision, but feels that nobody 
m Indian theatre can match Peter 
Brook or E^ugenio Barba as tar as 
experimentation is concerned. 

Acting techniques are discussed 
threadbare Theatre and cinema star 
Shreeram Lagoo elaborates on the im¬ 
portance he attaches to phy.sical train¬ 
ing Director Vijaya Mehta, who re¬ 
gards herself as an ensemble worker, 
notes how each action on stage “has to 
be pinned down and examined., the 
actor has to concentrate on it moment 
by moment” She follows the “biog¬ 
raphical approach” to acting, analys¬ 
ing the character’s entire life with the 
actor, eventually achieving an 
“iceberg effect where finly a minuscule 
portion IS shown and the bulk of it is 
felt” B \' Karanth, too, believes that 
a play’s success depends on the 
actor—not the director—and on the 
creation ol an appropriate theatrical 
language 

Elkunchwar makes the most 
thoughtful observations about play- 
writing. Indians, he maintains, give 
the written word loo much heed, the 
ultimate theatrical truth is the perfor¬ 
mer’s soul Kumar Roy recommends 
that, ior the piesent search for roots to 
be successful. “Tagore certainly pro¬ 
vides a much better starting point”. 
Says Roy ’ Rabindranath has not been 
as .seriously studied by directors and 
producers as his stature demands.” 

The interviews with Dharamvir 
Bharati and Satyadev Dubey are re¬ 
latively dissatisfying The former’s 
consistently elevated tone may stnke 
the reader as mere pomposity. 
Dubey’s written replies to his ques¬ 
tionnaire vary from the indefensible-- 
rating Andha Yug as “the only thing 
that matches Shakespeare and the 
famous Gieeks” or finding “very poig¬ 
nant comparisons” between Aswat- 
thama and Sikh terrorists—to such im¬ 
modest declarations as “I am the 
greatest”, “I am the big league” or “I 
may yet become the most important 
playwright in India since Tendulkar 
and Karnad ” And when he observes 
that the attraction of women drew him 
to theatre or that he regrets “the mis¬ 
sed opportunities with women”, he is 
neither msighttul nor humorous. 

But such aberrations notwithstan¬ 
ding, this is a worthwhile book for the 
theatre enthusiast and a treasure-trove 
fot the research scholar. • 
AnandaLri 
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Dimple kapadie: whHe the 
sunehtaiee 


luess where Dimple 
Kiipacha spent all her time 
while shooting at Film City, 
lecenlly’’ Inside Hema 
Malini's dressing room 
It was, obviously, a sun¬ 
ny day, or why else would 
the Deol women (if only by 
default) be so warm to¬ 
wards one another ’ 


i! 




W. 


hen history repeats it¬ 
self, It's a menace a iron 
At least that’s true of the 
Salim Khan (the bitter half 
the Sahm-Javed team) 
family, anyway 
Now that papa Salim has 
got his love life in order, 
with wives Salma and 
Helen going off 
on shopping sprees] 
together when 
they’re not 
regaling Channel 
lour viewers with 
what they like best | 
in their man, beta 
Salman is keeping 
the agonized lover 
slot occupied 
To begin at the 
beginning is to go 
back to Salman's 
first love Shaheen 
The two went 
steady for yeais 
on end, with Shaheen 
becoming an integral part 
of the Khan household. 
Marriage was on the cards, 
when a Binju-less Sangeeta 
Bijlani appeared on the 
scene. Salman was 


attracted to the sexy Bijli; 
resisted her charms manful¬ 
ly for a while and then 
succumbed. The Salman- 
Sangeeta affair was on. 
Shaheen, bowing to the in¬ 
evitable, made a quick exit 
from the scene 
Then came Maine Pyar 
Kiya and mega-success for 
Khan And with it came 
thoughts of marriage (yes, 
again!) Sangeeta wasn’t 
too keen, Salman, she 
thought, should wait until 
he was a little more secure 
(i e had a little more 
money) Unable to bear 
this rejection, Khan flew 
oft to Hong Kong and Sha¬ 
heen, who proved slightly 
more amenable 
Back in Bombay. 
Sangeeta was spewing fire 
And Salman hurriedly ex¬ 
ecuted a turnabout, saying 
he loved her and only her 
But then he pulled the 
same line with Shaheen 
(By now, we hope you’re as 
confused as we are ) 

Neither of the pretty 
young things weie taken in. 
and issued an ultimatum to 
the new heart-throb of film- 


dom: “It's either one of us 
or none at all ’’ All of which 
has left Salman rueing the 
fact that he doesn’t have 
accommodating girlfriends, 
or even, papa’s luck. 


■ erhaps this wasn’t quite 
what he had in mind when 
he asked for a re-play of the 
“good old days ” But Ra- 
jesh Khanna got 
saddled with old 
flame Anju Mah- 
endru. anyway 


The duo insist, however, 
that this time round their 
relationship is purely pro¬ 
fessional, with Anju hand¬ 
ling the video and TV divi¬ 
sion of the ex¬ 
phenomenon’s business 
and doubling as hostess at 
his paities 

Dimple, for one, is less 
than convinced by this we- 
are-just-good friends line. 


Salman and (insat) Sangeeta: on-and-off affair 



Anju Mahendru 
and (inaet) 
Rajeali Khanna; 
the bad old days 


■UNIMV a»-HMw tan 



And true to her forthright 
self, she confronted Anju 
with her suspicions “Don’t 
be silly," countered 
M.ihendru, “Jats and I 
don’t sleep together " 


■ our years atfei they 
(list bcgati going around. 
Ramesh Sippy (the director 
not the disti ibutor) has de¬ 
cided to make an honest 
woman of Kiran Joiieja Or 
so Kiran Joneja believes 
The lady has, of late, 
developed an unfortunate 
propensity to confide her 
wedding plans in unsus¬ 
pecting bystanders. “We 
are finally getting mar¬ 
ried." she simpers coyly 
"It will be by the end of this 
year, or by mid-next year 
Nothing, but nothing can 
change things now " 

We hope, for Kiran’s 
sake, that she's got it right 
this time. • 
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They have good reason to. smoother, softer rides. 

Ceat scooter tyres have ring sIpes And the special tread design 

and shoulder blocks. To help you provides better road grip, 

negotiate even the sharpest turns. excellent traction. 

With ease. Not surprising then that Ceat tyres 

Their easily flexing sidewalls act as are the most widely used scooter 
mini shock-absorbers to give you tyres on the road today. 









Ceat scooter tyres. 

The most visible scooter tyre 
on tfie road. 
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Chasing a dream 

The corporate and film world clambers on to the anti-drugs 

platform 


• 23 March: A division bench of the 
Bombay High Court cancels the bail 
granted to alleged heroin peddler, 
Arvind Mehram Patel, by Justice G.H. 
Guttal of the same court. Justices M. C. 
Pendse and D.J. Mohavir instruct the 
sessions judge hearing the case to 
ignore any observations recorded by 
Justice Guttal in his order. “We are 
rather surprised at the manner in which 
the detenu secured the bail order. We 
say no more," comment the judges. 

• 21 April: The police dump 300 kgs 
of heroin and other assorted drugs, 
seized by them in raids from 1986-89, 
on die Sewree beach in Bombay. No, 
this is not a police-sponsored sniff par¬ 
ty. The drugs are ceremoniously burnt 
on the golden sands. 

• January 1990: A 
group of film stars in¬ 
cluding activist Shabana 
Azmi get together at 
Jeetendra's residence to 
work on an action plan 
to concertedly fight the 
drugs menace—a film 
star festival, street-comer 
visits to addicts, etc. 


S uddenly , 
drugs are 
public 
enemy num¬ 
ber one. No¬ 
body is too sure of the 
exact number but every¬ 
one agrees that there are 
hundreds of detoxifica¬ 
tion and rehabilitation 
centres in Bombay alone. Not 
without reason. The city has, at a con¬ 
servative estimate, as many as 
1,00,000 addicts, 80 per cent of whom 
Uve in the slums. Health authorities 
insist that the number could be much 
higher, especially if the number of 
foreigners on drugs is also taken into 
account. More alarmingly, addicts no 
longer depend on hashish or LSD 
(Lysergic Diethylamide Acid) to give 
them a High. Heroin is the name of the 
fix, and with more and more people 
taking to “mainlining”, the word 
“junkie” has assumed a new horrific 
meaning. 


While deaddiction and rehabilita¬ 
tion centres proliferate in the aty, 
there is no guarantee as to the quality 
of services provided. And as allega¬ 
tions and counter-allegations fly thick 
and fast, the hapless addicts are some¬ 
times caught in the cross-fire. At pre¬ 
sent, there are only three reliable re- 
habWtation centres in Bombay: Drug 
Abuse Information Rehabilitation and 
Research Centre (DAIRRC), KRIPA 
and Seva Dhan. But faced with pauc¬ 
ity of funds and an indifferent govern¬ 
ment, even these organisations find it 
difficult to keep their operations 
going. And, inevitably, they turn to 
the corporate sector for financial help; 
and the corporate concerns, in turn. 


I 
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rope in the stars. 

Dr Yusuf Merchant’s is a classic 
case. The head of DAIRRC 
approached Godrej Ltd, asking for 
contributions to his organisation, 
Dr Yusuf Merchant and film star 
Jeetendra suggested that the company 
sponsor an entertainment show, the 
proceeds of which would go towards 
DAIRRC. Godrej products would be 
plugged in the course of the star- 
studded affair, held at the Andheri 
Sports Complex, hired for the evemng 
in exchange of Rs 60,000—piovided 
by Om Navani of Om Builders. 

A nd so was bom Life 90, an extra¬ 
vaganza in the best Bollywood 

-tradition. With colourful 

buntings announcing, on 
behalf of the stars, “We 
love life. We hate 
drugs”, in the back¬ 
ground, the show began 
in the presence of sudi 
celebrities as informa¬ 
tion and broadcasting 
minister P. Upendra and 
Parmeshwar Godrej, 
and with a 60,000-strong 
crowd in attendance. 
Former drug addict, 
Sunjay Dutt', delivered 
an impassioned speech 
about the evils of drug 
abuse, and the obliga¬ 
tory song and dance 
routine followed. God¬ 
rej sources say that ab¬ 
out Rs 20 lakhs were 
spent on the show, though the 
official figure stands at Rs 11 lakhs. 

While nobody was quarrelling with 
the end, many found the means a trifle 
questionable. Says Ravi Gupta (actual 
name withheld on request): “Tell me, 
how many drug addicts went to the 
show? It was a show for Hindi fibn 
stars and rich kids driving around in 
fancy cars. Man, those guys are not 
going to go and get involved in smack. 
I heard that after the show all that 
people talked about was bow or what 
the stars sang, who was wearing what. 
Man, what happened to the drug mes¬ 
sages.? I adm^ Dr Yusuf Merchant, 
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but I petsonally feel that he made the 
wrong dioice in inviting the film in¬ 
dustry to help out with the smack 
menace.” 

Eldrid Tellis, an ex-drug addict and 
now director of Seva Dhan, one of the 
oldest drug rehabilitation centres in 
Bombay, also has reservations— 
though of a different kind. Says Tellis: 
“If we are not careful, the corporate 
sector is' soon going to use the drug 
addicts. By saying ‘your problem is 
our problem’, they are going to push 
in their products. We do not want any 
product endorsement, because there is 
danger of the product taking prece¬ 
dence over the problem.” 

Not everyone shares Tellis’ animus 
towards the corporate concern. Dr 
Merchant, for one, has a very pragma¬ 
tic attitude to its involvement in the 
anti-drugs campaign. “We need the 
corporate sector because, let's face it, 
that is where the money is. And, in the 
bargain, if their produas receive pub¬ 
licity, what’s wrong? I know that in 
the long run, there exists a great dan¬ 
ger of the products hogging more pub- 
hcity than the drug problem. But right 
now, we are just beginning. Let us 
deal with that problem when it 
comes,” he says. 

Protap Roy, semor vice-president, 
Godrej, admits: “In today’s world of 
hard sell, companies will use any plat¬ 
form to which millions ... 

are attracted. This plat- 
form is a great one, and 
I must admit that there PaniMi 
exists a grave danger of 
the drug problem being Upandrai 
exploited.” YiMUfMan 

At Godrej, however, Cbula w)!^ 
maintains Roy, they 
would not stoop to this 
sort of thing. Nonethe- 
less, company sources owrmpiS 
confess disappointment 
at the publicity spin-off 
of Life 90. The exposure mmmmmmmmm 
the show—and the products en¬ 
dorsed during it—received on the 
electronic me£a, for instance, wasn’t 
anything to write home about. Roy 
philosophises bravely: “We were 
attacking a new segment. It was the 
first exposure for our Cinthol Lime 
soap pr^uct, and it was pretty good,” 

D r Merchant, for one, has no com¬ 
plaints. “I have Rs 1.2 lakhs in 
the bank because of the Life 90 show 
and I plan to have one more big bash 
before the year is out,” he says. “After 
one more show, I can run my orga¬ 
nisation on the interest of the money 


that I have in the bank.” The head of 
DAIRRC is a trifle apprehensive ab¬ 
out advertising taking over entirely, 
but rationalises: “See, I need the 
money. Today, social service advertis¬ 
ing is the new thing in agencies. So, 
isdiy shouldn’t I take advantage of it? 
Again, if film stars are willing to raise 
money for my organisation, why 
should I ponder over their lifestyles, 
sins and motives. If someone gets the 
publicity and I get the money, what’s 
wrong in that?” 

Film star Jeetendra, whose brain¬ 
child Life 90 was, finds all this sceptic¬ 
ism a little bewildering. “I really don’t 
know what will happen in the near 
future. We wanted to aeate an aware¬ 
ness of the drug problem and I think 



we have succeeded. I do hope that 
something positive will emerge fi:om. 
all the hard work that the industry has 
put in.” 

The Tatas are also putting in some 
hard work, and a lot of thought, into 
improving the services that drug 
ad^cts in the city can avail of. At the 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Re¬ 
search (TIFR), efforts are underway 
to bring all organisations dealing with 
the drug menace under one umbrella. 
But this is easier said than done . 
Agrees Dr Vimla Nadkami of TIFR: 
“Getting together the heads of the 
various organisations is proving to be 
impossible. They each have their own 
methods and I know that they do not 
agree on certain points, but I hope we 
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can sort this out soon. But the involve¬ 
ment of the corporate world should be 
handled with caution and monitored 
well. Shows to help raise money for 
drug addicts should not turn into show 
cases for products.” 

For, all such shows only reinforce 
the cynicism of the average drug , 
addict. “Boss, the film stars came 
here, they talked a lot. Now they have 
gone and 1 continue to collect rub¬ 
bish,” says Bablu, a 15-year-old rag¬ 
picker, bending his head over a 
foil to begin chasing his troubles 
away. • 
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I par¬ 

tnerships go, 
you can’t ask for 
any better than 
this. Reputed 
director Shyam 
Benegal has 
teamed up with 
Proctor and 
Gamble chair- 
1 man Giircharan 
I Das to produce 
I a new serial for 
I the national net- 
I work, based on 
I the latter’s 
I novel, A Fine 
i Family. 

' Benegal .says 
he found the 
book “absolutc- 
I ly wonderful ” 
j but that “it’s still 
I too premature 
! to say whether It 
I will be a long- 
j running serial or 
I a mini-series of 
I five or six epi¬ 



sodes” ^ 

Either way, g 
it’s fine with 5 

Das, who is 
thrilled that a 
director of Be- 
ncgal’s stature is 
handling his 
novel. As he 


Gurcharan Das and (inset) 
Shyam Benegal: 
partners in creativity 


Return of 
THE native 


; He seems 

I all set to 

I take over from 
; Mohinder Amarnath, 
i the original comeback 
' man of Indian cricket. 

! First, Dihp Veng- 
sarkar made himself 
unavailable for the 
Pakistan tour last 
year, insisting that he 
needed a break from 
the game. Fair 
enough, said the Indi¬ 
an selectors, and 
dropped him from the 
New Zealand-bound 


team, maintaining 
that there was no 
place in the middle 
order where he could 
be slotted. Vengsar- 
kar did get a look-in, 
though, when Nav- 
jot Sidhu injured 

Diiip Vengsarhan there's 
no writing him off 




says “IfhefBe- 
negal) can give 
the same evoca¬ 
tive teel to this 
film that he did 
in Trikaat, he 
would have 
done a splendid 
job ” 


himself half-way 
through the tour. 

This was, obvious¬ 
ly, too good to last. 
And sure enough. 
Dilip’s name did not 
figure in the list of 
Sharjah probables. It 
was imperative, said 
the selectors, to build 
a team for the Nine¬ 
ties and Vengsarkar, 
unfortunately, was on 
the wrong side of 30. 

But, with three 
hundreds at the Lords 
cricket ground, he 
was also the best bet 
for the England tour. 
Not surprisingly then, 
Dilip Vengsarkar 
is back in the Indian 
Test team. 


Shifting 

LANDS 

After 
being 
booted out of power 
rather uncere¬ 
moniously by the 
Andhra Pradesh 
electorate, N.T 
Rama Rao sought 
solace in films But 
politics rudely in¬ 
truded here as well, in 
the shape of AP pub¬ 
lic works minister N 
Srinivasalu Reddy 
Reddy alleges that 
NTR’s Ramakrishna 
Studio, on the out¬ 
skirts of Hyderabad, 
has been built on ille¬ 
gally-acquired land 
Apparently, Rama 
Rao had passed an 
order in (Dctobei 



N.T. Rama Rao: landed 
with trouble 

1988, to the effect 
that peripheral land 
in five urban agglom¬ 
erations (including 
Hyderabad) could be 
sold/gifted/leased by 
individual owners, 
even if it was in excess 
of the limit imposed 
by the Urban Land 
Ceiling Act. Accord¬ 
ing to the state’s 
advocate-general, the 
order was void ab in^ 
itio, as it went against 
the preamble of the Act. 

So, it followed that 
the former CM’s stu¬ 
dio was an “illegal 
construction”. 
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NOT ENOUGH 


of the Indian high 
commission in Lon 
don is as unlikely a 
home as Freedom’s 


Sonia Gandhi: love’s 
WMMiriost 


Daughter will ever 
find. But that’s pre¬ 
cisely where the Sonia 
Gandhi-edited book, 
comprising letters ex¬ 
changed between 
Pandit Jawaharlal 


Nehru and Indira 
Gandhi from 1922 to 
1939, has been lan¬ 
guishing since last 
August. 

On orders from the 
Rajiv Gandhi govern¬ 
ment, the high com¬ 
mission bought 1,000 
hardback copies of 
the book, the total 
cost amounting to 
£25,000. According to 
the then external 
affairs minister, K 
Natwar Singh, 2(K) 
copies were to be dis¬ 
tributed to the Indian 
embassies in Europe, 
and the remaining 800 
shipped to India— 
freight charges would 
amount to £2,000 
approximately. 

Before any action 
could be taken in this 
connection, however, 
the Congress(I) gov¬ 
ernment fell. And 
with Indira’s eldest- 
born out of power, in¬ 
terest in Freedom's 
Daughter died a natu¬ 
ral death. 




Sam PKroda; prime target 

staiul even though he 
had been divested ol the 
f relevant portfolio 
But wasn’t his exit 
from the concerned 
if’ mimstr}' a victory for Pit- 
rod.T'newsmen per- 
I Mstecl 


K.P, Unnlkrishnan: out, but 
not down 

No, said the minister, 
“Just wait and see if the 
government pursues its 
decision in the matter." 

A word of caution; 
remember to be very, 
very patient, for it prom¬ 
ises to be a very long 
wait. • 
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RELIGION 



The Vedic ritual, 
SagnichityaAthiratra, 
is performed—to a 
chorus of protests 

t was billed as the revival of an 
ancient tradition and—at its 
most ambitious—an attempt to 
bring peace and prosperity to 
mankind and the universe. The 
Sagnichitya Athiratra, a Vedic yagna 
which has a beneficent effect on the 
environment, was to be performed at 
Kundur village (about ^ kilometres 
north of Cochin) by the Sduthra Sasth- 
ra Parishad (SSP), while visitors from 
all over the world turned up to watch. 

The 12-day long Vedic ceremony 
created controversy even before it got 
underway, with the Marxist govern¬ 
ment of Kerala exerting pressure on 
the SSP to junk Its plans Chief 
mimstei E.K Nayanar declared that 
by performing such an outdated ritual, 
the organisers were taking the country 
back to the pre-historic age. Nayanar 
also alleged that “imperialist Amer¬ 
ica" had donated Rs 50 lakhs towards 
the conduct of the yagna, thereby 
putting the country’s clock back by 
hundreds of years The Kerala 
Rationalist Sangh and Naxalite groups 
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took out processions in Kundur, pro¬ 
testing the Athiratra. The SSP, 
j however, remained unmoved, draw- 
i ing strength from the fact that the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
had lent its considerable organisation¬ 
al support to the performance of the 
ritual. 

Strangely enough, the last Athiratra 
had been staged—at Panjal, near 
Trichur, in 1975—by an Amencan 
Indologist, Dr Fritz Staal. After the 
yagna, Dr Staal wrote a book 
documenting the ritual , Agni— The 
Vedic Ritual Of The Fire At yr^ 
Altar, now considered a 
masterpiece. Dr Staal 
feared that his Athiratra 
would be the last such 
yagna held in view of the 
diminishing interest in 
the Vedas among Indi¬ 
ans, and the fast- 
shrinking number of 
Namboo&ri priests who 
could conduct it. 

This fear had a basis 
in reality. Ever since the 
Kerala Land Reforms 
'Act was passed in 1963, 
depriving the Nam- 
boodiri Brahmins of the 
state of their property, 
the community had be- 


undur, pro- gun moving out. In the process they 
The SSP, had forgotten their Vedic traditions, 

ived, draw- necessary for the conduct of any 

ct that the ritual. Says Dr T.I. Radhaknshnan, 
angh (RSS) neurologist and president of the SSP: 
rganisation- “Despite a glonojis past with regard to 
ance of the ritualistic performances there are very 
few experts who know the sastfyras and 
St Athiratra prayogas to conduct a yagrui. ” 
injal, near It was this realisation that led to the 
Amencan formation of the SSP in Trichur, in 
. After the 1988, and by June 1989, intensive 
e a book training and rehearsals of the cere- 
Agni— The monies involved in the Athiratra were 
At tha jotgiM eito: a ctMdy strum of vtaitora 













on. under the guidance of the vaiama- 
na (patron) of the \u^na 

T he Athiratra, performed m the 
open air, is somewhat similar to a 


During the 1975 Athiratia, some of 
the rituals were suitably modified The 
Pasu Alamphanam (killing a goat by 
asphyxiation) was dispensed with fol¬ 
lowing a public outcry In the 1990 
yagna also, there were no animal 
killings There was, however, a slight 
controversy regarding the choice of 
yajamana 


performing art Each participant has public outcry 

to recite certain mantras anti perform there wen 

certain rituals in perfect cooidination '^'•*ings Ihere was, howi 
with the others (In the Kundur vmvm, controversy regarding ti 
with the exception of a few elderly yojomana 
Namboodiris. all other ritualists were , . u ^ i. . l 

either students or employed as Just before the Athiratra got under 

teachers and clerks ) The va,amana family of 

occupies the pivotal position in the ^u'^P'^^a^ath Sankaranarayanan 
o'ganisationa! structure of the Athir- Somavagip.id, the per- 
alia, as he is the master of cere- onginally chosen as 

monies patron Somayagipad ||nH| 

The Agni t hayana is a major ritual hud to remain cloistered i 

involving the construction of a tire cb accord- K , # 

alui, with l.O(K) spvLially-desmned with Brahmin cus- j 

clay bricks. each of which is consc- could not par- t| 

crated by chanting a specific mantra t'cipate in the cere- 
I iK altar is built with five lavers of 200 

bricks each, whicli, wticn completed, | 'hereloie. Puthil- 

vill resemble a Ciaruda with out- | Ravi .Semayaipad 

stielched wings facing the east j chosen as the new 

The ugni tor the vugnu comes from i Pu'^^ui 
the house of the viijurnaiui. who per- ■ ome of the pundits 
forms the Agmhotia ceremony dailv "<)|eitet to the change, 
and IS. Ihe.elore, called Nitya Agni- n>'‘'nl-immg that it was 
hotn When the Athiratra ends, the upuin.st edic tenets 
entile xag„Mu is burnt down and ^rsanisers went 

the file taken back to the xa,a„mna\ ‘‘"cur plans 

anvway, since they 

The Vedas lay down „ strict leg.mcn 
tor the ya,amanu Among the aiistei- fP;"' 

dies prescribed is the rule that he can patufudis had been tiori 
oiilv eat fruits .md drink milk He j b* '•uch as soma (ui 
cannot speak oi have a bath as long as j lJ|fhat made Athiiatr 
the vagna lasts (12 days) The Athirat- 1 WW i,,riv important wa: 
ra can only be peitoriiied by a man if j tated a scientific evalii 
his wife parlicipates in the rituals as i effects of the yagna i 
well The flames ol the homakundus • nature, the atmtisphcre 
arc preserveo in the vujamana's vironment -the first limi 
house, and used to light his funeral had been attempted Th 
pvre or that of his wife, whoever dies scientists from different 
first conduct exneriments i 


During the 1975 Athiratra Dr Staal 
admitted that he lacked the compe¬ 
tence to evaluate it scientifically This 
time, however, a thorough sluciv has 
been launched into its effects on man. 
animals and the environment, with 
examinations of human brain waves, 
electro-cardiographic and blood press¬ 
ure changes 

The SSP alleges that the state and 
central government has lemained 
totally indiffeicnt t(» the Athiratra 
Says K P.B Menon, a specialist in 


Dr Fritz Staal who parformed the 1975 Athiratra 
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Was chosen as the new 

Some of the pundits 
oi)je<ned to the change, i 

maintaining that it was 1 

against Vedic tenets 
But the organisers went -i>|^ 

ahead with their plans 
anvway, since they 

canild haidly cancel the ^. ■ —c:. 

yagna after all the pre- 
parations had been done, and mate¬ 
rials such as soma juice jirocured 

W hat made Athiiatra 9t) particu¬ 
larly important was that it facili 
tated a scientific evaliidtion of the 
effects of the yagna on man and 
nature, the atmtisphcre and the en¬ 
vironment -the first lime such studies 
had been attempted The S.SP iruifed 
scientists from different disciplines to 
conduct experiments in this lon 
kthiratra nection and to Monito' 

- - V I the proceedmgs closely 

An an-conditioned 
laboratory was set up 
J near tho vagna siu 
housing uch sophisti- 
o’’ cated eijuipnient as a 

•» ir; cardiogtam an en 
IF, cephalogiam, a p<ily- 
Im 8'‘‘Pb a Kirlean 

camera Tempeialure, 
humidity, cloud pat- 
terns, atmosphere gas 
analysis were studied 
closely to analyse the 
f' j I meteorological aspect of 
3|®"i' the Athiratra, as ram 
* \ I'*" often occurs dunng, or 

sof’f after, such Vedic 
ntual.s 



TKe Vedas 
lay down a 
strict 

regimen for 
the 

ya/amana, 

Puthiiathu 

Ravi 

Semayaipac 


behavioural science anci 

CO'ild''lJIO! 

of the 5 agna Seic-ntiii.. 

I lahi.iiioii 

1 t ommittee ' 1 oieicn ' 

c "; 1 - 1 -■ i ' . ■ V e 

shciwn keen intcrc ,i whil- 

;l|. 1 a a c'Ji! 

1 menl o! Itului ha-. I.ike-i ih 

1 c-' 1 in v'eT\ 

j lighiK, Wh.it we ,10 'in. 

o - 1 . (* in IS 


! or.b ;in iu\t 'i.ji, ,,t •,,, .inciciii 

j 'C1CI1.1. A(K/' I t: ' ll/l'o'i i jost.ilck .'I 

] ( 'zee tlOslOV.l) s, K'M'is! W I'O IO()ks sus- ' 

' picKUislv like 1 \ iinl'oo'ini Hi.ihmin 
in Ins Diut'it.; h is nnioftunate- that ; 
tlic InOi.ip.-. lii'.c lUeilooKcd their \ 
.HU le ni tf.iditiOns wiiieh ii t.ippe d and ; 
ImI.hu ed with rnoel', in s.ieme can 
sleei the nHint''V ' leai < i ,jil crises 
Alieach , stone- about i. ii icie eures ■ 
abound at the ii'c'ni he i’reeti (12), 
tor insrancc iiisisis that slu wasciirid. \ 
ot .isthm.i alfei sin. began .ittending 
the Athiiatr .1 Micionudogists 
howcvc’i, hast- a nunc ciedible cx- ' 
planation I'hcc sa\ th.it, with the ' 
cc'inmeneement ot the \agna theie \ 
was a drastic- ic'diiclion m the lungal ; 
spoies in the atmosphere lienee the I 
sudden relief t-xpc-iicnced by Prceti, ' 
Bu' the believers weren't having I 
ari\ ot this And stiearned into Kun- j 
dur in cvci-increasmg numbers to j 
participate in the modern-day miracle j 
fair. • ! 

Sreedhar Hllay/Kundur 








Listen to Girilal 


I The oracle makes sense on editorial rights 

I 

i 

editor of The Times Of India, should Mr Jam, naturally, is appalled by N. 
know what he is talking about. In a Ram's decision to defy his editor and 

newspaper, can anyone other than the to make available his 'scoop' (col- 

editor determine whether a report is in lected at the expense of The Hindu) to 

the public interest or not? Jam is not other newspapers Not many of the 

everyone’s concept of an ideal editoi. present-day muck-raking journalists, 

but can any journalist contradict his would agree with Mr Jain’s refusal to 

1 cent articles m Sunday Mad brings out argument that the absolute right of the view them as the “Conscience of the 

1 his deep concern at the judgement of editor to allow or prohibit the publica- Nation" and arrogate to themselves 

j Justice Janarthaiiam of the Madras non of any material is as valid in the roles of the investigator, prosecu- 

i High Court, holding that The Hindu lespect of his colleagues, however tor, judge and Opposition leader, 

I editor. Ci Kastun’s deci.sion last Octo- senioi, as in respect of others—minis- rolled into one 
j ber, to withhold publication of a ters, officials, advertisers and 'prop- 

i report bv the paper's associate editor, rietors Adds the columnist, “A good He rebutts the present glorification 

j N Ram and coiiespondenl. C'hitra editor of my definition would try his of the American press by the local 
; Subramaniam, on the Bofors payoffs best to carry his senior colleagues with Bradices and “Woodstems” In the 

I “would appear" to be an act of him on vital issues, especially relating final analysis, it was the institutions of 

“oppression oi mismanagement", pre- to their own work, and m fact even the American state which got Richard 

judicial lo public interest, or the com- explain his reasons for overruling the Nixon and caught Ronald Reagan on 

pany's interest under sub Section 1(A) junior-most colleagues to him But the the Iran-scam, with the journalists at 

of Section 3% of the C ompanies Act final decision is his and is not subject best, providing leads on the basis of 

Ml Jain, a distinguished former to question by his associates ” interested leaks from within the 





One may or may not 
agree with Mr Oirilal 
Jain, but he con¬ 
tinues to be the most 
provocative c o 1- 
iimnisi in the busi¬ 
ness One of his re- 









bureaucracy. And don’t forget these motivated and heavily armed band of Mid^mornillg SCOOp 
journalists were not rewarded with murderers and arsonists and ridicules 

state honours or ambassadorships' the theory of pnvate violence not Quite recently, Bombay’s popular 

Mr Jain admits that he is in a being challenged by state violence, eveninger, Mid-Day came out 

hopeless minority among his peers but Words and phrases like “aggressive with a scoop which was mentioned in 

the press would do well to heed his fundamentalism’’, “aggressive seces- all the local dailies as well as the 

warning that the National Front gov- ' sionism” embellish the edit which Bombay stations of All India Radio 

ernment is going to be far more ridicules the civil nghts organisations (AIR) and Doordarshan A couple of 

intolerant of media cnticism than Mrs for ignoring the disruption of normal students approached the newspaper in 

Gandhi, except dunng emergency, as life caused by the terrorists. the morning brandishing question 

well as Rajiv Gandhi If one gok by papers of the B Com examination 

the attitudes of Devi Lai, Mulayam Fine' But didn't the same paper (subject accountancy) to be held the 
Singh Yadav and Om Prakash Chauta- some months back, day in and day same afternoon. The Mid-Day got in 

la, Mr Jain has a point out, highlight the views of the same touch with the university authorites, 

_I human rights eminences led by V.M found that the papers had indeed been 

1 » II ■ * ^ Tarkunde, Darshan Singh Maim and leaked out, alerted everyone 

r CtOpIO S Union for ! others on Punjab'* The argument, at ! For a couple of days Mid-Day 

ShOUrio’S Liberty I that time, was that it was state terror- I ba.sked in its well-deserved glory Tbe 

ism which was aggravating the Punjab scoop only emphasises that smaller. 

What a turnabout' A recent edito- situation, “innocent” Sikhs were being local papeis can achieve a lot if only 

nal in the Indian Express came out killed all over the place and there was 1 they concentrate on local happenings 

. strongly against the PCC’L-PLIDR- , an uigent need to assuage the feelings ! and win the confidence of the readers 

Citizens for Democracy groups for of the local population j Bombay is bursting with all kinds of 

their report on Kashmir Blasting the ‘ i happenings, waiting to be tapped 

“eight eminences" behind the report, Well, the C’ongress(I) was then in While some of the smaller papers, ] 
It says they are welcome to go on power, the BJP was not in charge of trying to achieve a “national” image ! 

repeating nostrums but should not be national affairs to the extent of nomi- have chosen to carry too much of i 

taken seriously TTie edit writer has 1 natiiig Governors, and of course, the national politics, the other afternoon j 

discovered that humane and democra- Punjab troublemakers were not Mus- paper seems to be satisfied with the i 

tic methods are out when one is lims That’s rational, objective jour- glorification (through publication of ! 

dealing with a determined, highly nalism for you photographs and wnte-ups) of a .select 

group of the local gla- ■ 

ANTI-INDIA DEMONSTRATION niour brigade A paper i 

^ rocent /nef/an needs more 


i 




-‘s’*: 





Express edit ridicules 
the civil rights 
organisations’ report 
on the Kashmir 



besides daily reports on | 
parties 

Carrying ethics ; 
too far? I 

The Bombay stage re¬ 
cently witnessed the 
staging of an explosive 
Hindi play. Avinash, 
Avinash, tianslated 
from the original 
Marathi The Times Of 
India's extensive cover¬ 
age of cultuial events 
Ignored the play Why? 
Because the play was 
written by Ms Shanta 
Gokhale, the art editor 
of the paper 

Carrying ethics a bit 
too far'* perhaps, the 
paper should have in¬ 
vited an outsider (not 
from the paper’s panel 
of critics) to write about 
the play Avinash won 
plaudits all round but 
that would be small con- 






FILMS 


No 

glitter 

But this year's 
National Film A wards 
was an unbiased affair 


I ndian cinema is alive and well and 
not necessarily confined to Bom¬ 
bay, if the 37th National Film 
Awards arc anything to go by That’s 
probably why most ol Bollywood 
steered clear of the awards function m 
New Delhi last week, making it a 
drab, lacklustre aftair No impromptu, 
fiery speeches a la Shabana Azmi oi 
Homi Sethna, no veteran filmstar 
collapsing in his chair as Raj Kapoor 
had two years ago. Instead, only an 
unending stream of monotonous 
speeches and bureaucratic procedures 
characterised the function this year 
Except for those brief moments, when 
a beaming Lata Mangeshkar walked 
onto the dais to receive the Dada- 
saheb Phalke Award from [’resident 
R Venkataraman, to a standing ova¬ 
tion from an overwhelmed audience 
Conspicuous by then absence were 
the doyens of art cinema who were 
feted with awards but didn’t come to 
receive them. Satyajit Ray, whose 
Ganashatru was adjudged the best 
feature film in Bengali (which jury can 
resist a Ray offering?), .stayed away, 
much to the disappointment of his 

admirers So did Girish _ 

Karnad whose film. The 
l.amp In Hw Nic hr won 
the award for the best 
film on social issues, and 
Mam Kaul (his SiJ- 
Jht’sbnan bagged the 
besi ni ts'cultural lilm 
prize) 

But there were some 
head-turners at the cere¬ 
mony from the commer¬ 
cial circuit--a reflection, 
perhaps of the numbci 
of awards this veai that 
have been bagged b\ 

“commercial cinema' 

OruVmdakkm 
Vmongatha; award 
• winning venture 



Lata Mangeshkar with the Dada 
Saheb PhaHce Award: the only high 
nroment in an otherwise drab evening 

There was Mammoofty, the new sex 
symbol of the Malayaiam screen, res¬ 
plendent in a silk kuna and dhoti —he 
walked away with the best actor award 
for his matchless performances in 
Adoor (iopalakrishnan’s Maihtlukal 
and T Hariharan’s Oru Vadakkan 
Vccruf’alha And there was Aniipam 
Khei, the big, bald villain of the 
Bombay scieen, who was felicitated 
with a special mention for his role in 
Mahesh Bhatt's Daddy — little won¬ 
der then, that all the kids flocked to 
him lor autographs after the show 

It IS not unusual for national award 
selections to attract criticism from 
various quarters The ait film world 
complains that too much emphasis has 
been accorded to “commeicial" cine¬ 
ma. the box-office hadshahs swear 
that the arty ones hog all the atten¬ 
tion This time however, the distribu¬ 
tion seems equitable TTie more im¬ 
portant awards have tilted in 



favour of art cinema, 
especially in the technic¬ 
al categories The best 
cinematogiaphy award, 
for instance, went to 
Virendra Saini foi Saeed 
i Mirza’s Salim Lan^de 
i Pe Mt/r Ro (this was also 
adjudged the best fea- 
tuie film in Hindi) 
Haiikumar received the 
best audiogranhy award 
tor Maihiliikal 1 his film 
also won Adoor Ciopa- 
lakiishnan the best 
director's award (the 
compere, Komal (J B .Singh insisted 
on calling him the "veteran" direc¬ 
tor—can’t blame the white-haiied 
director foi having taken exception to 
that') L'tpaicndu Chakraboity’s 
Chhandu Nevr bagged b(>th the best 
lyrics and best male playback singer 
awards This was anothei victorv for 
the art film lobby 

Mahesh Bhatt's Daddy, m which 
Aiuipam Kher plays a famous singer 
confronted bv an array of complex 
relationships and emotions, definitely 
ranks high on this year's commercial 
hits at the festival 1 lovering on the 
brink between art and popular cinema 
are Bagh Bahadur, which was ad¬ 
judged the best feature film, Oru 
Vadakkan \ ecragatha (which also 
walked away with the best screenplay, 
art direction and best costume 
awards), the offbeat Marathi film, 
Kalat Nakalat (which also won Anur- 
adha Paudwal the best female play¬ 
back singer award), and Mam Rat- 
nam’s Gitanjali, a beautifully-created 
Tamil rendition of a slightly modified 
Love Story Pervez Meherwanjee’s 
Percy was an obvious winner in the 
Gujarati category, as was Surinder 
Singh's new cinema offering in the 
Punjabi film caiegory, Marhi Da 
Deeva 

The non-feature film section had no 
great winners this time The best 
non-feature film award went to Shashi 
Anand’s Aar Koto Din, a 
documentary on child labour, 
obviously inspired by Salaam Bom¬ 
bay It seems clear enough that the 
jury was overawed with the subject to 
the extent of overlooking the technical 
and conceptual shoddiness of the film 
Though the awards ceremony this 
year was a comparatively lacklustie 
affair, what stood out was that there 
was no regional bias in the selection of 
the award-winning films. A fact which 
augurs well for Indian cinema • 
SMnz ShUtva/N 0 w Mhl 
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Learning a lesson 

The court upholds the government's decision to peg down the 
retirement age for teachers at 60 


Thousands of school 
teachers, and senior 
Left Front leaders 
were waiting for Jus¬ 
tice K M Yusufs 8 
May judgement But 
in quiet, deliberate 
WLST BKNfiAL tones. Justice Yusuf 
dismissed the writ 
petition of the West Bengal Headmas- 
_ Jers’ Association and other organisa- 
1 tions. For teachers m the government- 
[ aided primary and secondary schools 
I in the state, the extension of service 
till the age of h.'S, was not a statutory 
right, he declared 

For the ('PI(M), the 
I big brother in the left 
j F' r o n t m I n I s 1 1 y, t h e 
ludgement was a much- 
needed victory And the 
state government’s deci¬ 
sion to lower the rctiie- 
ment age of tcacheis 
trom ()5 to W) in govern- 
mcnt-niii schools was 
vindicated It is the stale 
government’s right to 
modify an administra¬ 
tis e order Rule 28(1) 

, (ill) of the management 
I of recognised non¬ 
governmental institu¬ 
tions (aided and un- 
1 aided) rules 1969, was a 
j piocedural issue, not a 
\ statute. Thepeiitionershad challenged 
I the state education department’s 31 
! July memorandum, which said that 
j teachers in all government-aided in- 
! stitutions who were opting for the pay 
I scales revised by the recent pay com¬ 
mission, should retire at 60. The 
petitioners insisted that they would 
remain in harness till they turned 65. 

“The memorandum does not affect 
the fundamental rights of the petition¬ 
ers guaranteed under Articles 14 and 
16 of the Indian Constitution The 
court cannot interfere in the formula¬ 
tion or change of an administrative 
» policy of the government unless it 
violates Article 14 which says that 
even an administrative authority must 


act fairly and treat its employees 
equally," stated Justice Yusuf. 

Yusuf went even further, noting 
that the state, in the face of the 
agitation was a model of restraint. He 
reminded the audience in the swelter¬ 
ing courtroom that the second pay 
commission’s stipulation that the re¬ 
tirement age of teachers be pegged 
down to 58 years, with a possible 
extension of two years, was turned 
down by the West Bengal govern¬ 
ment Turning down the petition. 
Justice Yusuf remarked: “The court 
must not interfere with a jiohcy dea- 


sion of the government if it does not 
infringe upon the legal nghts of the 
citizen. Giving the teachers time to 
reconsider. Justice Yu'iif directed the 
government to allow teachers who had 
opted tor the revised pay-scales to 
revoke the decision by 30 June 

If the CPI(M), undci pressure from 
Its allies was saved by the bell, the 
teachers, and their champions, the 
Forward Bloc, RSP, and the CPI were 
not amused. The day after the judge¬ 
ment, the six organisations affiliated 
to the RSP, the Forward Bloc and the 
CPI decided to continue their agita¬ 
tion to keep teachers in their clas¬ 
srooms till the age of 65. 

Despite the inter-party tensions in 


smoke-filled backrooms, the Left 
Fiont remains united in the state 
Legislative Assembly. The unhappy 
tnumvirate did not cast protest voles 
against the state Education Bill ana 
the differences between Front part¬ 
ners before the municipal polls are 
largely because of local issues. 

But the CPl(M) remains on a sticky 
wicket, and if a rapprochement 
IS delayed, had will get worse Before 
making any major decision, a govern¬ 
ment IS expected to explain its reason¬ 
ing to the public and edge towards the 
implementation provided it is sup¬ 


ported by the people But the Left 
Front moved with uncommon haste 
and almost without any explanation. 
Instead, the state primary and secon¬ 
dary education minister, Kanti Bis¬ 
was, has reiterated that the teachers, 
who have received the government’s 
largesse, were unfairly asking for 
more The minister is not including 
inflation in his calculations, counter 
the infuriated teachers. Sure, salaries 
have gone up tenfold from Rs 200 per 
month in the mid-Sixties But inflation 
has eaten away most of the raise. It 
has left them sullen, angry, and after 
the state government’s decision, with 
an abrupt and early retirement, • 
Srtnfoy Chowdhury^McuUa 
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Strongarm tactics 

J.B. Patnaik's son-in- law is accused of misusing his 
connections to take over the management of a college 


J B J'atriciik has I iamhaJ dl piesentmp a distorted pic- 
Irouble on his hands | ture ot the college 
And this time it is I The college with 1.200 students on 
from his son-in law j its lolls, was built on three acres ol 
'I he legal battle toi I prime land in Bhubaneswai Mahar- 
the control ot the j ishi Mahcsh Yogi's Spiritual Regen- 
Maharishi C'ollege of I eiation F-'uundation Movement ot In- 
Natuial l.aw in Bhu- j dia had placed the land at the disposal 
bancswai has I of the college, while another organisa 
esting stage with the | tion ot the Maharishi. Maharishi Insii- 
iinistcr's son-in-law, tute ot C reative Intelligence, had don- 


Maharishi C'ollege of 
ORI.SSA Natural l.aw in Bhu- 

mmmmmmmmmmmmm bancswai has 
reached an interesting stage with the 
former chiet minister's son-in-law. 


Soumya Ran)an Patnaik being ac- | ated Rs lb lakhs loi constructing the 


cuseci of trying to “grab the manage¬ 
ment ot the college and its prop¬ 
erties" Soumya Patnaik has been 
charged with using one Major R.C 
Mohanty as “a tool and instrument to 
create confusion with the object of 
grabbing the college and its assets”, 
during J B Patnaik’s regime in 1980 
This has put J B Patnaik in a tight 


college building and acquiring other 
assets — 

The college was run- ■» 
ning under a governing 
body with Dr Gyanen- 
dr a Mohapatra and 
Sarojkanta Dash as its 
president and secretary IjK 2 
respectively, after its 
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corner, and with the recent raids on 
his assets, he is now in an unenviable 
situation 

Sarojkanta Dash, who has been 
fighting the battle to re-establish his 
right as the lawful secretary of the 
gocerning body of the college and 
remove the “impostor" Maj Mohanty. 
He has alleged in his petition to the 
subordinate fudge, Bhu¬ 
baneswar, that Soumya Patnaik has 
exercised “his jiolitical clout to create 
all sorts of problems lor the lunction- 
ing of the lawful goyerning body” 
Dash has also accused Soumya Pat¬ 
naik, who edits the daily newspaper 


registration under the Society 
Registration Act m mid-1986. Both 
are the devotees of Maharishi Mahesh 
Yogi. who. according to the registered 
bylaws ot the college, could constitute 
and reconstitute the governing body 
which was recognised as the lawful 
managing authority of the college by 
the state's education department on 
two occasions, in 1987, and then in 
1989 However, since 1986, the gov¬ 
erning body has been effectively pre¬ 
vented from exercising authority after 
Maj-Mohanty allegedly usurped pow¬ 
er with Soumya Patnaik’s help and 
political c^Dui. Maj. Mohanty has. 


I since then, been functioning both as 
[ the secretary of a parallel governing 
! body and principal of the college 

I The parallel governing body was set 
I up under interesting circumstances in . 

I 1986 As mentioned 111 Dash’s petition 
' in the court, the state machinery was 
i misused to create a lacy and order 
i situation in the college, followed by a 
' public meeting to discuss the college 
affairs The additional distiict magis¬ 
trate (ADM), Bhubaneswar ,ind the 
clejsuty inspector general of pc'lice 
(DKi) attended the meeting yvhile the 
superiniencleni ol (lolice, Bhu¬ 
baneswai accompanied the Dl(> to 
the college “The sole obfect yvas to 
terrorise the lawful management and 
throw them oui and grab the college 
and its assets," alleged Dash In the 
so-called public meeting consisting ot 
some 10(1 peojrle or more a seven- 
' * """ " ! membei eommittee was 
set up, whicli. Ill turn 
appointed a new govein- 
ment bodv with the 
ADM as Its president 
and Ma|> Mohanty as as 
secretary "I'hi- yeas a 
sheer abuse of power." 
Dash has ptnnted out, 

^ ~ adding, "no niembci of 

the public, no rnembei 
I ot the so-called gov- 

* erning body ever contri¬ 
buted even one lupee 
I V for the betterment of the 

' - college or one inch of 

^ ll land foi the college " 

Tt' ^ Dash and his col- 

_ J leagues approached 

I I different authorities «■ 

- seeking protection from 

||&«|Mh|||I hooliganism which was 

aided and abetted by 
high governmental func- 
tionaries. 

• Only the education 

-^- department authorities 

-stood oy the govcin 

ning body with Dash as the 
secretary and rejected the one formed 
with the ADM as the president and 
Maj. Mohanty as the secretary De¬ 
spite this, the secretary of the “non¬ 
existent governing body" has taken 
over the college with the result that 
the real governing body approved by 
the education department finds itself 
in a quandary 

But for the moment, all e^es are on 
the case which is nearing its final 
stages And the former CM’s family ^ 
will definitely hope that the verdict is -fl 
in their favour. • 

Sandm P. Nanda/Bhubmnawmr 
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Hindu sq uabbles (cont.) 

Kasturi nearly wins a round against Ram 


There was little to 
delight in, but there 
was plenty for The 
Hindu’s editor and 
managing director G 
Kasturi to be relieved 
about Last week, 
the vacation bench of 
the Madras High 
Court staved an eailici order by a 
single |udge (.lustice S lanarthanam) 
which restrained him from chairing 


the vacation bench (comprising Jus¬ 
tices S, Ramalingam and T Somasun- 
daram) refused to suspend Janartha- 
nam's order on the last two issues So, 
m effect, although Kastun remains 
chairman, his powers to take action 
against Ram and The Hindu's general 
manager N Murali (a co-petitioner) 
have been severely circumscribed—if 
not completelv undermined 
In his appeal, Kasturi had charged 
that lanarthdiiam's ruling had created 
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Although Kasturi 
(loft) remains 
chairman, his 
power to take 
action against 
Ram (riglit) has 
been severely 
circumscribed 



the board meetings of the newspaper. 
Janarthdiiam had ruled last fortnight 
(on 2 May) that if the board needed to 
meet, it could obtain instructions from 
the couit about who should chair ii 
{sec The Hindu Divided hamilv —issue 
dated L^-ld May 1990) 

Janarthanam's interim ordei had 
come as a victory of sorts tor the 
newspaper's associate editor N Ram. 
who (along with two other family 
members) had moved the court seek¬ 
ing Kastun's removal from The Hin¬ 
du's board tor mismanagement and 
the oppression of minonty sharehol¬ 
ders (Then action followed Kastun's 
decision to spike a story on the Bofors 
scandal that was filed by the papief’s 
Geneve correspondent Chitra Sub- 
ramaniam ) Apart from preventing 
Kasturi from chairing board meetings, 
Janarthanam had upheld the appeals 
of the petitioners that Kastun be 
restrained from expanding the sue of 
the board and interfenng with the 
duties of other directors 
If Kastun isn’t delighted by the 
outcome of his appeal, it is because 


“chaos and confusion” in The Hindu s 
administrative set-up and that it 
amounted to judicial interference in 
company affairs He claimed that the 
ruling restraining the expansion of the 
board ran counter to the articles of 
association of the company. He had 
•also stated that as managing director, 
he had supervisory power over all 
departments and criticised the court 
directive which prevented him from 
“interfering with the functions of 
directors” 

The bench has postci' the appeal foi 
final hearing on 14 June But, whatev¬ 
er the outcome, it appears as if the 
differences within The Hindu .s man¬ 
agement have become too acute for 
reconciliations and out-of-court com¬ 
promises And if things follow their 
present course, the battle—which 
hinged abound issues such as press 
freedom when it began—will end up 
as a squabble for the control of one of 
India’s oldest and most respected new¬ 
spapers • 

Miikund Fadmanabhan/Madrma 


Derailed? 


Tramcars may be taken 
off Calcutta's roads 


L ong uerore traiiic policemen 
were deployed on the the city 


streets, or even the Partition of 
Bengal, Australian Waler horses, 
yoked to boxy tramcars were 
charging down the streets of old 
Calcutta, ferrying passengers from 
Sealdah to Howrah. These gave 
way to electrified tramcars in 19(K) 
Now, however, the state’s trans¬ 
port minister Shyamal Chakraborty 
believes that it is time to pension 
off the lumbering vehicles that only 
choke the city’s streets, 'Hie Cal¬ 
cutta Tramways Corporation, 
(CTC) formed in 1880 by three in¬ 
trepid Englishmen, is awash in red 
ink. Losses in the last six years 
amount to Rs 84 crores The state 
government has been generous 
enough: subsidies total Rs 62 
crores since the mid-Eighties. But 
the revenue gap is Rs 20 crores (the 
annual subsidy is about Rs 12 
crores) and it is only inching up¬ 
wards. The CTC IS dying, beheves 
the minister and the solution lies in 


withdrawing the tramcars. 


Despite promises of alternative 
employment, the CTC employees 



A tramcan uncertain futura 


are not amused. “Trams are very 
popular among the elderly, the 
young and the physically handicap¬ 
ped,’’ says Subhas Dutta, a tram- 
driver. “If we can get spare parts 
we will be able to get more trams 
and earn revenue.”!! tram ser¬ 
vices are discontinued in the fu¬ 
ture, it is only the people of Calcut¬ 
ta who will miss the mechanical 
dinosaurs.* 

SHnJt^Chowdhury/C^eutta 
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From bad to worse 

The situation in Punjab deteriorates as Kashmir 
becomes the focus of interest 


Far from impniving, 
' 1 the Puniab situation 

, , I has deteriorated 

I fuithei m the post- 

election period. The 
number of terrorist 
killings has gone up 
HttNJAH and the police chiefs 
of the state 
admit to certain alarming develop¬ 
ments since the V P, Singh regime 
took over Says C'Pl(M) leader* 



long period of lull, recruitment is brisk 
once more Many of the released 
Jodhpur detenus are back in business 
again,” he says. 

And suprisingly, unlike in the past, 
this time manv of the fresh recruits to 
groups like the Khalistan Commando 
Force (KCF) and the Bhindranwale 
Tiger Force of Khalistan (BTKF) aic 
merely unemployed youths or anti¬ 
social elements, and not hardened 
religious fanatics They have no initia- 
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Satvapal Dang “The National Front 
government seems to have given total 
freedom to the militants for propagat- 
I mg Khalistan' This also happened 
1 dll! mg Bliindranwale's time ” 

I With the ittention of the govern- 
' meiit and tlie medi.i locused on Srina- 
. gar, Puniab is slowly slipping towards 
anarchy f nhke the period after Op¬ 
eration Biassiacks when the militants 
were facing an arms ciiinch, weapons 
are freel\ available today According 
to San)i\ (iiipta the senior superin¬ 
tendent of police (SSP) in Amritsar, 
large consignments weie coming in 
free of cost fiom Pakistan. “After a 


tion to the cult of Bhindranwale but 
quickly adopt the tactics of the gun- 
toting militants. 

What IS even more shocking is that 
while the terrorists were earlier de¬ 
manding extortion tecs of Rs 5.(KK), 
they have now increased the sum by 
more than ten fold In parts of rural 
Punjab, teachers, chemists and other 
small-time traders have recently re¬ 
ceived warning notes from the mili¬ 
tants demanding amounts to the tune 
of Rs two lakhs in some cases, the 
victims are even forced to pay Rs five 
lakhs 


There are other indications to show 
that the terrorist movement has taken 
fresh roofs in the past few months. For 
the first time, the various militant 
groups seem to be working with a kind 
of loose unity. The reason is simple: 
with several ‘A grade’ terrorists either 
killed or behind bars, the groups were 
facing a leadership crisis They could 
only keep up the momentum of the 
violence by sharing their expertise and 
territories 

As the last few terrorist attacks 
show, the modus opeiandi of the 
terrorists has become more sophisti¬ 
cated In early May, six members of a 
Flindu family were killed in a village 
close to Batalu Such crimes have 
become regular occiirances in Punjab 
Only, the trap laid by the terrorists 
this time was more foolproof 

---(Jne group was dis- 

guised as Border Secur- 
■- ity Force (BSF) guaiils, 

' and the o t h e i as 

Nihangs. The confession 
* note left by the militants 

, stated that this was the 

gang’s levenge foi the 
killing of Toofan, a mili- 
•» tant. 

Toofan had acquired 
a ‘Robinhood’ kind of 
image in the villages and 
“SlSk had been killed m a 

^ . police encounter a 

e- month ago. But the 

• reaction to his killing 

has deep portents 
There were reports that 
more than two-lakh 
mourners had turned up 
for Toofan’s funeral In 
fact, when questioned 
^ f about the incident in 

i Parliament, home mmis- 

) ter Mufti Mohammad 

; Sayeed admitted that 

50,0(KJ people had 

- attended the ceremony. 

All this IS having a demoralising 
effect on Punjab's battered police 
force The militants seem to be getting 
at their targets with precision—the 
latest being the killings of Harbhajan 
Chand. the superintendent of police of 
Amritsar district, and tiobmd Ram 
The police .seems to be fighting with its 
back to the wall while the militants 
enjoy the upper hand 

Several months ago, many had ex¬ 
pressed fears that Kashmir would go 
the Punjab way, but now it seems that 
It IS Punjab which will disintegrate like 
the Kashmir valley • 

RItu SarUi/Amritamr 
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Poaching undisputed 

Nepal’s encroachment on Indian territory goes 
unquestioned 


L’nbclievabic ihough 
It may sound, the in- 
cluin government has 

of precious foiest 

BDIAK fhc 

Nepalese authorities 
have even set up a police outpost on 
what IS legitimately Indian teiritory 
near village Sust.i, deep inside the 
Vainukinagar forest tract in the West 
(’hamparan distiict of ffihar And 
■though over the veais, a steads influx 
fiom across the border has virlually 
overrun the Indian population, the 
W'esi ( haiiipaian district authorities 
have not only turned a blind eve to 
such blatant encroachment but many 
of them do not even acknowledge that 
such a thing has ever happened 

Perhaps the authoiities on both 
Sides of the bolder have compelling 
reasons to keep mum i he virtually 
inaccessible \'almikinagai forest range 
has always been <i safe haven toi 
aiiti-socials and smuggleis who have 
made millions by trading in valuable 
timber Iheie aie allegations that 
both the Indian and Nepalese author¬ 
ities have links with them 

«ii The problem started in IWiO, when 
a gang of notorious criminals of Indian 
origin residing in Nepal collaboialed 
with forest, levenue and police pci- 
sonnel from both the sides to establish 
village .Susta, well ins.de Bihai Poor 
Nepalese peasants were brought in 
large numbers and settled there The 
Indians did not protest then as any 
ittempt to reclaim the territory could 
iieate animosity with Nepal and this 
m turn could hampci the construction 
"f the Cjandak Irrigation .iiid Power 
Project 

But the villagers residing in the 
border areas of Bihar did raise then 
unce The local MP, Kamalnath 
Iiwari, even launched an agitation in 
I%1 but It was crushed ironically 
enough, by the Nepalese Royal Army 
(NRA). On 23 January. 1%4, the 
. fs'RA fired on a ptocession of Indian 
villagers killing several and injuring 
many more. 1 
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The incident made New Delhi sit 
up High-ranking officials from both 
India and Nepal met at the Kotrahi 
guest house near Valmikinagar to sort 
out the piobicm The meeting was 
presided over bv the then Indian 
ambassador to Nepal A R Deb But 
unfortunately, nothing came out ol 
the high-level talks 

Since then, theie has been a steady 
influx from Nepal Trees weic telled 
indiscrimmatelv and villages set up 


— International boundary 
l Occupied area 
♦ River current 
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The Indian population was pushed 
deeper into Bihar Moreover, Nepal 
gained substantially from the changing 
course ol the river Ciandak Said 
Jagdish Ram, a resident ol the area. 
“Till ten years ago. I used to cultivate 
land across the river as far as three 
miles Now. the land has been occu¬ 
pied by the Nepalese ' Lateef Khan, 
who IS a marginal farmer, loo. echoes 
Ram’s sentiments 
The present India-Nepal boundary 
along Bihar’s W'est CTuimparan dis¬ 
trict was demarcated by the former 
Surveyor Cieneral of India. Col L H 
lackwon in 1921-22, which laigeb 
honoured the agreement between the 
British and Rana Jung Bahadur of 
Nepal liven after Independence, the 
Indian government made no attempts 
1(1 re-demarcate the boundarv 
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Map allowing the border areas which I 
have been occupied by Nepal 


There are 

ailegations that both 
the Indian and 
Nepalese 
authorities have 
links with the 
smugglers in the 
border areas 


And Ncp.ii made full use ('t India’s ' 
lack ol coMiciM in the ciucial issue 
The most surpiismg aspect is that | 
senior administrative (ifficials of Bihar i 
feign ignoiance when c|ucstionec1 ab¬ 
out the goings-on Saul a conticlcnl 
PS ( heema, the St. lie’s fcirest secret- 1 
ary “We have no mfoimation ol anv ‘ 
such illegal occupation ol Indian tern- ; 
tory ’’ Aniai Singh, the deputv direc¬ 
tor of Bihat State f orest Development 
C'oipoiation, felt the same “We will i 
look info the matter only if we get I 
complaints ’’ The sub-divisional oftic- ' 
er of Bagha, undei whose )urisdiction 
the area ol contention falls, however, 
admits that Nepal has encroached 
upon Indian soil “But unless the 
forest department lodges a complaint, 

1 can do nothing,” he sard • | 

Subodh MlBhn/Patna | 








S^ectors’ 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India stumps players 
from Bengal—the Ranji Trophy champions 


W hat docs It take tv) rep 
resent India tn cricket'^ 
I his IS the question 
uppermost in the 
minds ot the dashing 
ytiung players who won the Kanji 
Trophv lor Bengal, after 51 years in 
the wildeiness And it is a question 
that Messrs Rai Singh and company, 
whom that master craftsman Mohin- 
I der Amarnath described as “a bunch 
j ot |()kers '. have failed to answer 
I once ag.im 

I Bengvil has had a long-standing 
j grouse ol being ignored at the all- 
India level for decades together 
There has had always been a seven or 
eight yeai gap before players 
from Bengal are selected to play for 
India Selectors down ttie years 
have said that since Bengal hardly 
ever went up to a stage higher than the 
quarter-finals ot the Ranji Trophy-- 
I the national championship ot crick- 
I ct--it was difficult to include them in 
j Test squads 

! This was an aigument reluctantly 
' accepted by the players who toiled for 
i recognition But, then came early 
198^ and Bengal reached the final of 
the Ranji Trophy They lost to Delhi 
by quite a huge margin, which may 
i have been the reason why players 
; from this state were rejected by the 
' selectttrs 

There were no excuses for Bengal's 
j 1990 success, however Yes, they did 
I win on run quotient, but that was 
! within the rules formed by the Board 
' ot Control for Cricket in India 
However, this legitimate victory still 
(ailed to impress the selectors Not a 
oiiL’Ic player from India’s champion 
1 si.ite lovind a place m the team for the 
! lout to Lnuland in late June. This has 
j lomc as a surprise to many eminent 
1 ciickvlcrs like formei captain Ajit 
j Wadek,IT 

In Bengal, this is being seen as 
Delhi's backlash, with Bombay’s bles¬ 
sings It mav be iccalled that Bengal 
got past Bvimbav bciore avenging last 
year's defeat m the final at the Feroz 
Shah Kotia, wath a better run quotient 
at the Iklen tiardens in Calcutta, 
92 ■ 


where rain marred the five-day match I 

Both Raj Singh, chairman ot the 
selection committee and Bishcn Singh I 
Bedi, team manager for the overseas 
tour, had in the recent past praised 
quite a few of the Bengal players The 
ones named frequently were opener 
Arun Lai, Sourav Ganguly, oft- 
spinner Saradindu Mukherjee, pace 
bowler Dattatreya Mukherjee, as also 
Subrata Banerjee But among those 
selected were constant failures like 
W V Raman and Sanjeev Sharma, 
while untested players like Navan 
Mongia also found easy berths There 
is also the two-match wondei Anil 
Kumble whom the Bengal players had 
to contend with 

Former Bengal stalwarts like Gopai 
Bose, who was selected for India but 
never really got to play Tests on a 


regular basis, expressed himself 
strongly against the "step-motherlv 
treatment", meted out to Bengal pliiy- 
ers lie said “C)undapp;i Viswanath 
had told me that he would fight for 
Arun Till W'hat happened'^" Bose felt 
there was no leason for staging the 
Ranp Tiophv if the best players on 
show W’cicn t given an opportunity to 
repiesent the country "I al has 
pioved himself time and again— 
tigainst Imran and eompanv anij 
against the deavllv pace attack of the 
West Indians Besides, since Srik- 
kanth had alieady been dropped, 
there was no question on the next best 
opener 

Rapi Mukheriee, who has had a 
U)ng innings lor Bengal and Fa.st Zone 
and was rather unlucky in not being 
Selected lor Inditi, tell the inclusion of 


Arun Lai receiving the man of the match trophy for his sterling 
performance in the Ranji final: but ignored by the national selectors 











Sanjeev Sharma was unfair to both 
Subrata Bancrjee and Dattatreya 
Mukherjee “Sharma has been tested 
and on the domestic circuit has not 
been as successful as the two Bengal 
bowlers So how does he get in'^” 

Raju was even more critical on the 
issue of off-spinner Saradindu 
Mukherjee “Raj Singh said India 
didn’t have any good off-spinners 
Apparently, captain Azharuddin in¬ 
sisted on Arshad Ayub Whatever be 
the reason, the fact is that Saradindu 
has been playing well. Raj Singh’s 
excuse was that he had been seen in 
just one and a half matches So how 
does he explain the inclusion of Vivek 
Razdan for the Pakistan tour’’ The lad 
hadn’t been seen in any first class 
match 

Rajii Mukherjee didn’t talk only 
about Bengal players “What about 
Railways' Pravecn Amrc'.’ Arc three 
Ipenturies/double centuries not enough 
to convince the selectors that this is 
good material'’ That was his achieve¬ 
ment in the Duleep I rophy Last year 
too. he did well in the Ranji Trophy ’’ 

But It was Sambaran Bancriee who 
came out with a scathing attack The 
Bengal captain who retired im¬ 
mediately aftei presenting the Ranji 
Iiophy to the state in its tercentenary 







Sarwilfidu Mukherjee: urhy waen’t he 
•elected? 

year, said, "My question is not why 
none of my bovs were selected, but 
how they went unnoticed. The East 
Zone selector is Ramesh Saxena This 
man had the best opportunity any 
selector from this zone has ever had of 
including players from Bengal He had 
players who had got together to heat 
all the top cricket-playing states of the 
country over the last two years We’ve 
beaten Punjab, Bombay, Hyderabad, 
Tamil Nadu and Delhi 

- 1 ? "What more is there to 

J prove. We couldn’t have 
f done this without good, in 
^ fact, outstanding perform- 
S ances from several players 
5 And these, with a great 
degree of consistency, be¬ 
cause you don’t win cricket 
matches by just riding on 
luck The point is, if a 
selector from who.se zone 
such performances have 
come cannot gel any i l his 
players into a Test squad, 
the least he can do is to 
resign If 1 was m his posi¬ 
tion, I w'ould certainly have 
done so Lot t s hope he 
does so—and quickly 

E ven if Messr' Raj Singh 
and company’s argu- 
n»cnl that Bengal players 
didn't merit inclusion be¬ 
cause they were “ordm- 
ari'’' IS to be taken for its 
face value, how could they 
Ignore precedent, even in 
this sphere'’ Players like 
Ghulam Parkar, Ajit Pai 
and Suru Naik 


had been included in pre¬ 
vious 'lest teams because they had 
represented the champion state With 
players like Arun Lai, Saradindu 
Mukherjee, Sourav Ganguly and 
others, the label “ordinary'’ does not 
hold. And these players are several 
cuts above the three who had been 
selected on earlier occasions 

Bengal’s most illustrious cricketer 
Pankaj Roy said, “During the Ranji 
Trophy, the selectors had said they 
may not take Arun in the Sharjah 
squad, but he would definitely be in 
the team to England Now I see that ' 
there is a wide gap between what they 
say and what they mean How can you ! 
exclude the boy—and also take two * 
leg-spinners at the cost of a single j 
off-spinner’’’’ j 

CAB officials were stunned by the ! 
news because, the day before the j 
formal selection of the team was to i 
take place, they had received word i 
that at least two players, Arun Lai and j 
Saradindu Mukherjee, would be in- | 
eluded in the squad. The young off- i 
spinner had even been told to get his ; 
passport ready for the tour The sud¬ 
den change in attitude will naturally ; 
lead to a lot of fireworks over the | 
weekend after the selection Rd| ; 
Singh, too, will have to give some 
explanation 

Arun Lai seemed shattered bv the 
decision “Why should 1 carrj on 
playing’’" he asked The opener had ■ 
been repeatedly assuied duimg the j 
Ranji finals that he would be dclimtc- i 
ly included in the team to Lngland it j 
was a harsh blow tor the plaver who ; 
has been in and out of the Indian team i 
for many seasons But youngster .Sara- | 
dindu swallowed his disappointment j 
quite well "I'm going to play with ' 
renewed concentr.ilion I will prove 
mvself " However. .Saradindu and , 
Souiav have an outside chance of ; 
getting into the team, piovided some 1 
players are found to be medically , 
unfit I 

The last word should be reserved ^ 
for Ajit Wadekar I his is neither a j 
balanced side, noi a team of the ' 
Nineties, he said “There are three 
openers in the side But actually, there 
are two and a half .And the English 
weather should have been taken into 
account There, we need a calm and | 
composed opener. Why wasn’t Arun j 
Lai included ’ And why weren’t Srik- 
kanlh and Praveen Amre consi¬ 
dered’” Wadekar should know for, he 
was the first Indian captain to win a 
senes in England • 

ArtJH S^n/Cmlcutta 


*UHOAV JO—ae May IMO 





CAPITAL MATTERS 


ANURAG MATHUR 


In of GOI 

Doing the rounds of New Delhi, the celestial city 


A ' ■ ■ ■ cross our country, 
among both the high¬ 
est born and the 
lowest, the richest 
and the poorest in 
chief ministers' 

,. houses, m remote vil¬ 

lages, in sleepy hamlets and bustling 
' cities, there is a new god He is 
omniscient, omnipotent, savage, un¬ 
caring. He IS not a kind god but his 
word IS law There is no appeal, no 
escape when he has issued a comman¬ 
dment—unless, ot course, he contra¬ 
dicts himself suddenly, which he often 
does. This is the only sign that he may 
be a human god He is spoken of 
everywhere, but usually in the same 
tone, which is a mix of awe, lesigna- 
tion and a hint ot bittei despair And 
his name is the “Government of 
India". 

Supposing a susceptible individual is 
smitten with devotion—seeing his 
fxswer, his fame, his gloiv—a senti¬ 
ment to which a dcpiessmg numbei ol 
our people succumb, and decides to 
set out on a pilgrimage for his cUir- 
shan. what would he do' First, of 
course, he would hasten to Delhi, 
since It IS well known that this is the 
celestial seat. On the way the devotee 
would witness vast multitudes (a 
mobile Kumbh Mela) headed the 
same way, and would take heart that 
he was moving in the right direction 
Having alighted at one of Delhi's 
odorous railway stations and settled 
himself in a hostelry, he would decide 
on the future course of action. Dis¬ 
creet enquines having availed him 
nought, he might decide to dart hither 
and thither, no doubt encouraged by 
auto-rickshaws and taxi drivers Sure¬ 
ly, he would argue with them, that )U.st 
as there is a Gaumukh. the source 
from which the holy Ganges flows, 
there must be a similar fountain-head 
for this infinitely mightier deity whose 
saliva fertilises the remotest spot in 
India, and whose every whim is as a 
tornado shatteimg the dreams, the 
homes, the veiy cities of millions as 
though they were bamboc) huts in a 
gale. 'Where does this demonic deity 
reside 

Somebody might, perhaps, guide 
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him to Parliament, so thither he would 
rush, clutching mangold garlands Sil¬ 
ting anxiously in the visitors gallery he 
would pay close attention to the pro¬ 
ceedings below, anxious to pinpoint 
the deity He would listen to the 
Opposition and to the ruling party and 
deduce that one was questioning the 
Government of India and the other 
was answering for it, but neither was 
the government itself So who or what 
or where was the government'’ 
Puzzled, he would stumble out, .md 
there on top of Raisma Hill he would 
see the magnificence of Rashtrapati 
Bhavari, so resplendent, so majestic, 
that surely this could only be home to 
the Government of India He would 
smuggle himself inside and wander 
with increasing conviction through its 
splendour, perhaps suppressing a ris¬ 
ing sense ot ecstasy Until he chanced 
upon the President dictating a letter to 
the Prime Minister, demanding to 
know what course of action the flov- 
ernment of India planned to jiursue ' 
regarding the terrorists in Punjab 
Thoughtfully, our seeker would wind 
his way out feeling that since it was the 
Prime Minister being written to, 
perhaps he was the Governmeni of 
India 





lUUSTHATION OEBASHISOEB 


L et us imagine that he was somehow 
able to secrete himself m South 
Block and listen to the Cabinet meet¬ 
ings The PM would have received the 
President's letter and would be discus¬ 
sing It with his colleagues “The Rash- 
trapati wants an answer." the PM 
would sa\, “so what is the view of the 
Government ot India on Ihe matter'’" 
Once again our hero would reel out 

The bureaucrats, it would dawn on 
him, of course it is the bureaucrats, he 
would think excitedly, they must be 
the ones Next morning he woulo', ; 
position himself at Lodi Gardens and J 
wait tor the home secretary to walk by ! 
on his morning stroll “Excuse me, 1 
your highness," he would say to the 
home secretary as he neared, "but the 
Rashtrapati wants to know what the 
Government of India is planning to do 
with the terrorists in Punjab'" The 
home secretary would look at him 
coldly "That is tor the Government of 
India to decide, why ask me‘>” he 
would say and stride off 
Plunged m gloom, the devotee 
Would steal away, no closer to finding 
the tiovernment of India now. than 
when he first flushed with devotion in 
his remote hovel Despairing of his 
fruitless quest, he would be guided, | 
perhaps by chance, perhaps by some Ji 
divine force, to the gracious environs ./ 
of the Press Club 'There he would 
spot a group so warm, witty and wise, I 
that even to his untrained eye they 
could only be staffers and columnists 
for Sunday magazine Apologetic at 
interrupting their high-minded dis- ; 
course, he nonetheless made bold to ; 
enquire, “Excuse me sir, but what is j 
the Government of India, and where | 
can 1 find it'’" 

j 

One of the group, a little shorter, 
from certain angles a little balder, j 
certainly a lot braver, understood the i 
situation instantly. “There are files on ' 
every issue,” he snapped, “and who- 
evei has the file currently on a particu¬ 
lar issue, why, he is the Government ' 
of India Now pay for the beer and 
push off.” 

And that is how the devotee foundji 
out who was the Government 
India • 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 


Much ado about 
nothing 

■ Adoption isn’t easy This 
seems to be more so for 
non-Hindus According to 
the Hindu Adoptions and 
Maintenance Act, 1956, 
only Hindu parents can 
adopt And the term 
‘Hindu’ includes Buddhists. 
Jams and Sikhs as well But 
for the others, the rule 
seems to be more stringent 
Simply put, there is no law 
I They can, at the most, take 
I up the guardianship ol a 
I child, under the Guardians 
' and Wards Act, 1890 







Under the Hindu Act, a 
couple can adopt only two 
children—one male and 
one female! 

Recently, in Bombay, a 
couple wanted to adopt 
three children—two boys 
and one girl—all of the 
same family The 
authorities would have 
none of it They said the 
parents could only adopt 
one boy and one girl and 
take the other boy as a 
ward! Alternatively, they 
needn’t take the second 
boy at all While the first 
would mean showing 
favouritism the second 
option would be too cruel 
Ultimately, all three 
children were made waids. 
So much for adoption' 


Novel 

protest 

■ This was a protest march 
with a touch of 
imagination. And the issue 
was the recent hike in 
petrol and diesel paces 
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Residents of Tiruchi 
recently took out a 
procession on the busy 
West Boulevard Road, 
with a scooter drawn by a 
bull Accompanying the 
strange spectacle was an 
army of people shouting 
slogans demanding that the 
central government 
withdraw the price hike. 
The ingenious ruse may not 
pay off. But as far as 
protests go, this was 
certainly a unique one 


Fair exchange 

■ So far, only gold biscuits 
and heroin had caught the 


imagination of smugglers. 
But now, sans and even 
fish are taken across the 
borders by smugglers. 
Recent seizures by the 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) personnel have 
shown that the illegal 
transport ation of sans to 
Bangladesh via Tripura. 
Cachar and Mizoram was 
the highest in 1989 Not 
that It was a one-way 
traffic Fish from 
Bangladesh too have been 
earned into India through 
our well-guarded borders 
It IS a fair barter indeed’ 





ITHIS INDIA 


BHOPAL: Fadaii Singh. 30, I- 

I an adivasi, had his left hand 

and the little finger of his ifght / 

hand chopped off by his em- V 

ployer, all because he went 
I home from work without per- i 

I mission. A bonded labourei 

working on a 12-acrc farm in ! 

Bhoora village near Bhopal, 

Fadalt owned only tfrree 
maunds of food grains every 
month. Every time he asked 
: for leave to go home, he was 

I threatened by his employer of 

dire consequences. Undeter- 
' red. Fadaii went home only to 
! return the next day when his 
employer’s brother asked him 
to re^rt for “just a little 

work.” The poor labourer, a -- 

feft-hander found himself M /-\ i— 

without his hand—- The lnde~ / \ < S ^ 

pendent (Indranil Basak, Cal- ^ 

cutta) —-- 

, ,i HANdfl: Tihe demand for a rati (bread) led to the loss 
f of wve lives. CI^PF personnel at a camp-near Palamaw 

I' — - - - - - ' : -.;. 

SUNDAY 20- le Miy 



were having dinner in their unit A jawan demanded a 
I roti from the mess-in-charge who refused. An alterca- 
; tion followed after which the jawan fetched his rifle and 
j shot down the mess-in-charge. Meanwhile, other CRPF 
3 personnel picked up their rifles and chased the jawan. 

! In the exchange of fire, four others lost their lives —The 
? Timei of India (F.K. Dutia. Nasik) 

° MADRAS: The caution exercised by a brakesman and 
the crew' of the Nilgiri passenger train landed them in 
trouble. When the tram was about to cross a bridge, the 
brakesman at the head of the train reportedly sighted 
some elephants crossing the track at a distance. After 
somtime, the crew decided to resume the journey, but 
as the train started, an army of giant bees diescenacd on 
the tram and stung the passengers. The brakesman who 
signalled a halt and his colleague at the rear end were 
stung the most. Most of the passengers too, had a 
harrowing time —The Hindu (T.V. Ravi, Madras) 

RAIPUR: A ife convict in the central jail here has been 
waiting for eight years for an operation. The convicx, 
.Dinanath Soni. says that the jail authorities have been 
refusing to send him to the government hospital for the 
operation because there are no personnel to escort him. 
The operation has reportedly been pul off ten times in onj: 
month—The Times of India (R. Gopal, New Ddhi)# - 

PRIZE RS^OO FOR THE ENTRY GIVEN FIRST —— 










SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 20 MAV1990 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (21 MardH-20 Afrit) 

This week is favourable tor artistes, so go 
L'"'J ahead with innovative ideas and you will be 
^ successful Businessmen should pay utmost 
IJNIm attention to their work A journey is in the 

Gkwd dates: 24 and 26 
Lucky numbers: 1,4 and 6 
Favourable direction: North 


LIBRA (21 Septenibei^20 October) 

• TYI^ for fhendship, 

An A courtship and matnmonials The health an 
I \\j\ elderly relative may cause some anxiety This 
B hectic week for all professionals, 
BhkH especially creative people 
Good dates; 21,23 and 25 
Lucky numbers: 2.8 and 9 
Favourable direction: South-west 


TAimilS (21 ApriI-»20 May) 

■T ~~li This « not a favourable week for you •> 
HfcM Suspend any changes you ought ImvC made in 
IMKI your plans since brighter prospects are 

waiting for you Speculators and gamblers 
uWJ will be successful. 

Good dates: 23,25 and 26 
Lucky numbers: 3,6 and 9 
Favourable direction: West 


SCfMlPIO (21 October-~20 November) 

g n This IS not a lucky week for you Avoid 

'A arguments with your seniors. On the financial 
I front, there may be a slump For 
I businessmen, concentrated efforts may yield 
" desirable results 
Good dates: 23,24 and 26 
Lucky numbers: 2 6 and 8 
Favourable direction: South 


GEMINI (21 May»20Jwie) 

This week lawsuits and debts may cause you 
some anxiety On the professional front, your 
efforts may not bear fruit, but do not lose 
^ V heart The domestic front will not be 
<1 J peaceful 
Good dates: 21,23 and 24 
Lucky numbers: 3,4 and 6 
Favourable direction: East 


SAGITTARIUS (21 November—20 December) 

I ^ week to start a new 

venture A long forgotten matter will surface 
1/ suddenly to bother you However, there is 

w ml nothing to worry about Your domestic life 
« ■■ will run smoothly 
Good dates: 21 23 and 24 
Lucky numbers* 5 6 and 7 
Favourable direction: North west 


CANCE R (21 June—20 July) 
fftM 3 indications point to fruitful changes in 

liljM your profession this week Speculative 
hVam ventures will yield good results You will be 
ySfH helped by your a%ociates A visit to a distant 
place IS likely 
Good dates: 20,22 and 23 
Lucky numbers: 3,8 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 


CAPRICORN (21 December—20 January ) 

H a good week for you Businessmen will 

finalise new contracts With confidence and 
the help of youi friends you will be 
successful The time is right for love and 

Good dates: 22 2 3 and 26 
Lucky numbers: 1,3 and 4 
Favourable direction. South 


LEO (21 July—20 Augiurt) 

mwa This week businessmen may face opposition 
and challenges Avoid arguments It you rely 
Bnfl on your intuition this may be a good week for 
you Tact and patience will help you in your 
profession The time is ripe for romance 
Good dates: 22,24 and 25 
Lucky numbers: 1,4 and 9 
Favourable direction: West 

VIRGO (21 August—^20 September) 

This IS a good week for courtship and 
marriage Success in most business ventures 
p j ^ IS likely Employees may get promotions Do 
k J* a noi be too optimistic and guard against 
r W ^ deception 
(Jood dates: 24 25 and 26 
Lucky numbers: 1,6 and 7 
I avourabic direction: East 


AQUARIUS (21 January—20 February) 

This will be a week of mixed fortunes The 
financial front will be successful, enabling 
you to make a few purchases A domestic 
upheaval may cause you some anxiety 
Keep an eye on the health of your family 
Good dates; 20,21 and 24 
Lucky numbers; 4,5 and 8 
Favourable direction: East 

PISCE S (21 February—20 March) 

You are likely to prosper on the social front 
and meet influential people You may go on a 
tnp in the middle of the week A new 
friendship or romance is indicated and 
matters of the heart will make steady priig$du. 
Good dates: 20,23 and 26 
Lucky numbers: 2,3 and 7 
Favourable direction: West 


STAR PARTNERS: LIBRA—LEO 


The Leo man should he aware ofhts fmanaal responsibilities Or else, the relationship may not be 4 stable one. 
The Libran woman should be prudent enough to keep silent about her achievements Otherwise, her partner's 
jealousy trught come in the way of a smooth relationship • , 
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Ofittie 

offensive 


The Youth Congres- 
s(l) has interesting 

C ). Its new president 
esh Chennitala feels irs 
time his boys got cracking 
again. And he has dravra 
up ambitious programmes, 
at least one of which is 
designed to send shivers 
down the !i{nnes of all Indi¬ 
an males. The YC, says 
Chennitala, is all set to 
make family planning a ma¬ 
jor issue again. 

His other projects in¬ 
clude the re-establishment 
of the Youth Congress(I) in 
such strife-tom states as 
Punjab, Assam and Kash- 
i'Snir. “Young people in 
these states must be 
brought back to main¬ 
stream politics,” he says. 
“They have to be told ab¬ 
out the Congress heritage 
and why its values are 
essential for a strong and 
united India.” Chennitala, 
however, docs not disclose 
how he intends to do this. 
Surely, this does not mean 
that Congress White Shirts 
will march around bel¬ 
ligerently, bumping off ter¬ 
rorists and frog-marching 
virile males to the operat¬ 
ing table? 

Fortunately. Chennitala 
gives the impression of 
being a reasonable man. A 
product of Kerala politics, 
he under^nds the import- 
anoe of consensus. 


I 


Geofigethe 

Giant-kiHed 

At present, the war 
for Kashmir is being 
fought between Union 
minister George Fernandes 
and the state Governor Jag- 
mohan. And the latter 
seems to be winning—the 
minor skirmishes, at least. 

Recently the miflister in 
dmige Ka^unii affairs 
t^ around 25 poU- 
^cal hctiwsts from the Ali¬ 
garh .Mcsthn Uoiversity 
and ^patt^ed them to 
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HEARD AI PRATEEKSHA 

i am one of the people who got 
this government elected but I 
cannot support what they are 
doing to my friend Lalit Suri. 

SHATRUGHANSINHA 




Srinagar to "mobilise pub¬ 
lic opinion in the state”, 
Jagmohan got wind of the 
plan and sabotaged it by 



Jagmohan: hot Him to PINO 

refusing the group permis¬ 
sion to enter the curfew- 
bound city. The young men 
were, instead, put on the 


THERMOMETER 


Film stars and politics 

a Shatrughan Sinha: in a bind Gets on better with 
Chandra Shekhar and Devi Lai than he does with the 
Raja Disapproved of Laloo Yadav and the SIhar 
Cabinet Bui is still typed as the government's man. 
Should break ranks and speak out sometime soon 


a Raj Babban A Raja loyalist, he retains his access 
to Race Course Road by virtue of his relationship with 
Ram Sita Devi His problem is that nobody else in the 
government likes him and even within the Raja’s inner 
circle, there are fights galore—some over money 


a Sunl Dutb Keeping a low prof'le. Has been a 
Suiprisingly effective constituency MP but he didn't 
want to stand rn 1989 because his riaughter-in-law 
RIcha was unwell Now that Richa ic on the road to 
recovery, he may resume taking an interest in politics 


a Rajosh Khanna: His political activities were 
restricted to a few farcical public meetings on behalf of 
the Congress(l) And now. as far as the party is 
concerned, he might as well not exist. His mentor Moti 
Daryanani is also cut in the cold 


a Shabaita Aznii: The smartest of the lot. Has 
recognised that the Children's Film Society is not tor 
her. So, She's looking for routes more suited to her 
personality. Will be a member of Parliament within the 
next five years 


next flight to Delhi. 

An incensed Fernandes 
called up the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's Office to complain. 
Only to be told that Jagmo¬ 
han was acting on instruc- ; 
tions from the PMO. 

And the PMO was, of 
course, acting on instruc¬ 
tions from the BJP. 


Looking to the 
Raja 

He’d been hailed as 

Sher-e-hP when hi.' i 
relumed from England, ; 
having tended to the bullet ! 
injuries sustained during i 
poll violence in Amethi | 
But a mere two months | 
later, Janata Dal leader and ‘ 
principal side-kick ot the j 
Raja. Sanjay Singh finds i 
himself totally marginalised ' 
as fai as Uttar Pradesh 
politics go 



Sanjay Singh: out In the 
cold 


first he was kept oul ot . 
the Rajya .Sabha nomina- , 
tions. even though as many ; 
as SIX ot the UP candidates i 
were V.P Singh's men i 
The party bought his si- j 
lence by promising him a j 
Vidhan Panshad seal and a i 
berth in the state Cabinet ! 
That didn’t work out 1 
cither. i 

Sanjay Singh is now hop- | 
ing that the Raja will revive I 
his political for- ^ 
tunes But there's not much ; 
that the Prime Minister can ] 
do—even with the best of i 
intentions—as long as UP j 
chief minister Mulayam ! 
Singh Yadav remains an | 
implacable foe of the j 
Amethi princeling. • i 
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Point that 
camera here 

'^V Rajiv Gandhi's smil- 
, i„g visage may be off 
Doordarshan . but the 
countenances of Union 
ministers Mufti Moham¬ 
mad Sayeed, Ram Bilas 
Paswan, l.K Gujral, P 
Upendra and George f'ei- 
nandes have been much in 
evidence of late. Much to 
the displeasure of such les¬ 
ser lights of the C'abinei as 
Shaiad Yadav, Nathuram 
Mirdha, Manubhai Koiar- 
lya and Nee lam am 
Routrav. 



P. UpMMira: not rocoptlve 


These deprived souls 
have now decided to take 
their case into the informa¬ 
tion and broadcasting 
minister’s court. So far, 
Upendra has not been par¬ 
ticularly receptive 
Perhaps, the ministers 
I don’t know how lucky they 
1 are. Look what TV did to 
Rajiv Ciandhi' 


I Dejavu 
(reversed) 

Nobody is willing to 
' say so openly but in 
Oelhi’s political circles, 
they ai t already saying that 
any Ind!.!-Pakistan war in 
tircse circumstances could 
well be a repeat of Bang- 
ladesb“-excep( that India 
and Pakistan would swteh 
sides. 

The evidence? 
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HhARD IN CENTRAL HALL 

V.P. Singh has sat on the fence 
so long that the iron has 
entered his soul. 

A BIITER JANATA DAL MF’ 




V.P. Singh (toft) and Benazir Bhutto: repeat of 1971,with a 
ififfarence? 


BAROMETER 


Who will be on which side in the 
event of an Indo-Pak war 



Iran: Called off I.K Gujrars visit to Teheran early this 
year and is still cold towards India on Kashmir, A 
confirmed friend of Pakistan 



1 Saudi Arabia: Known to be heloing Pakistan—both 
with money and material. Certainly doesn'l want India 
and Pakistan to fight, but if they do, will support the 


latter 


USA: Is riding the crest of a global peace wave and 
wouldn't like anything to come in the way of the 
bonhomie with the Russians Therefore, is likely to stay 



neutral. 


USSR: Given a choice between protecting its new¬ 
found goodwill in the US and supporting India in case of 
a war, will definitely choose the former Will oppose the 
war and stay neutral. 




China: Wilt be ready to support Pakistan with arms 
and equipment Is even providing it missiles. 


A^Khanistan: India's most obvious friend in the 
subcontinent. The Najib government has so far 
defeated Pakistan's attempts to dialqclge it. Will be 
ready to help India in any way it can. 




Well, there’s Kwdnnir, ' 
for starters, which is in 
roughly the same situation 
as East Pakistan was in 
1971 with a population that 
could actively assist the 
enemy. 

Then, there are the indi* 
viduais. 

In 1971, India had a 
sharp, shrewd woman 
Pnme Minister. In 1990, 
Pakistan has Benazir 
Bhutto. 

In 1971, Pakistan had 
weak, vacillating lead¬ 
ership. General Yahya 
Khan was hassled because 
he had Z.A. Bhutto on his 
t.nl. In 1990, V.P. Singh 
heads a minority govern¬ 
ment and he has the BJP to 
contend with 

In 1971, Pakistan de-,f' 
cided that the Bengalis j 
were cowards and that the 
danda would take care of 
the problem. As Governor, 

It had Tikka Khan, who 
saw the situation as a pure 
law and order problem. In 
1990, many Indians take a 
similar line on Kashmir. 
And we have Jagmohan 
playing the Tikka Khan 
role. 

Convincing'^ Perhaps 
not. 

Worrying? Certainly. 


Man of the V 
worid 

■ When bureaucrats in 
the MEA (ministry 
of external affairs) were 
told that their new minister 
of state was a Bihaii, they 
looked down their snobbish 
noses with disdain. Worse, 
they had nightmares of 
their ministry being run by i 
some crass, paah-^wing, ' 
K,K. Tewari-ty)» %uire, j 
spewing gibberish every ! 
time be opened his mouth. | 
Imagine their sui^prtse | 
when they discovered tiiat ' 
rmnister of state, fcffeig^ 
avails, Harikishore Sin^ 
was an Oxonian, srith art 
M. Phil, in political 
And that Ito could 
ly tell white wine hxutiiMMlF' 

- -'t , 1 - 
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Get younelf •omething unique. Like the Aliwyn. 
Quiet, sturdy and reliabie. 


AHwyn compressor with Hitachi 
technology for silent and trouble-free 
working. Tilting bottle racks for easy 
sliding of bottles. An efficient, quick 
and non-messy self-draining system of 
defrost. Leading to an automatic re-start 
Withstands a wide range of voltage fluctuations. (170V to 250V) 
Aliwyn- Pioneers of refrigeration in India. Available in 165 litres 
single and 165,300 and 380 litres MW 
double door models. Comes with 
a seven year warranty. And the K ' 
choice of an additional seven H|| 
year protection contract. . iS 

You can be sure now, that HI- 
Aliwyn will keep you away from the herd. 



Quiet • Sturdy • Faithful 


Mudra H HAL 
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NEWSBEAT 


The toppling 
game 

The Congress(I) loses 
power in Nagaland 


ENVIRONMENT _ 

Adamfool 

scheme? 

With the PM agreeing to 
review the Namiada 
project, the activists win 
the first round 




NEWSWATCH 


Shadow-boxing 

Nobody knows how to 
tackle the ULFA 
menace—but all blame the 
AGP 



CONVERSATION _ 

**1 am nobody’s 

private 

property” 

Shatrughan Smha on 
politics, disapjiointment 
and vindictiveness. 
Interviewed by Amitabh 
Bachchan 






COVER STORY _ 

Why is Jyoti ^ 

Basuso 

powerful? 

Because, he 

• helped V.P. Singh 
become PM 

• effected the compromise 
between the Ambanis and 
the government 

• got major projects 
cleared for West Bengal 


ESSAY _ 

Apocalypse, 

never 

Don’t be fooled by the 
hawks: a war will solve 
nothing 


BOOKS _ 

world 

outside 

An extract from Higher 
Than Hope, the authorised 
biography of Nelson 
Mandela by Fatima Meer 
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Blaming 

Pakistan 


W hen in tioublc hlanie 
P.ikistan lime and 
ajjain, India has used this 
I ploy (o divert the nation's 
attention from piessmj; 

I domestic issues Now that 
! Kashmir is buining, the 
I present government is tak¬ 
ing recourse to this stiategy 
vet again ( War' —12 
May ) But getting tough 
w'lth Pakistan will not help 
The people ol Kashmir are 
(cd up with New Delhi and 


in both Kashmir and Pun- 
lab, but It would be w'rong 
on the part of India to go 
into a military conlronta- 
tion with our neighbour 
War IS |iist not the solution 
Moreoser we must re¬ 
member that Pakistan has 
increased its military might 
over the years and a war at 
this stage will be a bloody 
and Inghtlul affaii A bat¬ 
tle must be avoided at all 
cost 

S V Jaswal, New Delfil 

In def ence 

T he artiele on Kashmir 
gives a distorted picture 
ol the events m the vallev 
{Thefire inside, 25— 31 
March) The nation is 
aware ol the diabolical 
game which Pakistan is 
playing to destabilise India 
Pakistan is training and 
arming terrorists in Kash¬ 
mir and Punjab I'here is 
ample evidence to sub¬ 
stantiate this charge The 
security forces exercised 
complete restraint while 



Securttymen patrolling a troubled area In Srinagar: 
paradlM loat 


they aic determined to 
I make the rulers hear them 
I Rather than pointing an 
i accusing tmger at oiii 
ncighl'oui, tlic picsent reg¬ 
ime will do well to rcdicss 
the loiig-snmding giic 
viimcsol the Kashmiris 
S. Hussein, DIbrugerh (Assam) 
■ There is lU' doubt that 
Pakistan IS .ictncK en¬ 
couraging iioublc-makers 


dealing with this menace 
By now it is clear that a 
handful of anti-nationai 
elements have been holding 
the peace-loving people of 
K.ishmir to ransom F.fforts 
of the forces have thus been 
directed to isolate and 
appiehend these trouble¬ 
makers But the security 
j forces have been greatly 
! handicapped because it is 


very difficult to single out 
the terrorists Whenever 
the army has opened fire, it 
has done so in self 
defence and in the interest 
of the masses Moreover, 
the casualty tigures re¬ 
ported m the article aie 
grossly exaggerated 
Lt Col O.N. Saxena, ministry of 
defence. New Delhi 



Nayarar: orthodox stance 


Conservative 
communists _ 

T he interview with 
Kerala chief minister 
E.K Nayanar ("Kerci/fl 1.1 a 
difficult state to govern ", 
1—7 April) was 
thought-provoking While 
answering a question on the 
recent happenings m Fiast 
Europe. Nayanar said, "It 
IS a bourgeois campaign 
that communism is dying ” 
This remark emphasises the 
conservative attitude of our 
communist leaders It is 
high time they modify then 
views with the changing 
times 

DIganta Chekraborty, 
Santfniketan (Weat Bengal) 

■ It IS true that whenever 
there was an Opposition i 
government formed in 
Kerala, it was under the 
shadow of uncertainty be¬ 
cause of (he Congress gov¬ 
ernment at the Centre, 

Such a situation was cre¬ 
ated by the Congress lead¬ 
ers in the state They made 
It a point to support the 
central government al¬ 
ways, without considering 
the problems of the people 
in the state. Whenever in 


power, they felt that the ^ 
demand for the allocation 
of more funds from the 
Centre was a harassment to 
the government at the Cen¬ 
tre. They, therefore, ab¬ 
stained from asking for 
what was the share of the 
state allowing the Centre to 
countmuc its step mother¬ 
ly ditiiuoe 

Of course the people of 
Kerala are peace loving and 
hardworking The middle- 
class has always controlled 
the political power of the 
state, becau.se, most of the 
leadeis, (especially Con¬ 
gress leaders) aie from 
middle-class families So. 
that section of the society 
has emerged as a force to 
reckon with in Kerala, poli¬ 
tically and otherwise 
The difficulty in gov- * 
erning the state should not 
be mixed with the religious 
views of Its people, as indi¬ 
cated by CM EK Naya¬ 
nar In spite of different re 
ligions the atmosphere in 
the state is secular particu¬ 
larly in com— 
panson to othei states in 
the country 

Francis Thottunkat, Bombay 
(Maharaahtra) 

Not fair_ 

T he indictment of Kiran 
Bedi by the Wadhwa 
enquiry commission came 
as a surprise and is indeed 
unfortunate (A cop under 
fire, 6—12 May) If the 
arrest of lawyer Agnihotn 
IS "justified and lawful” 


Kiran Bedi: facing the flak 
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RASHSEHARIDAS 


V 


then how can the police 
officer be accused of acting 
dishonestly and of using her 
office for “personal 
vendetta" The fact that she 
was even cnticised for 
calling a press conference 
to make her stand clear was 
totally uncalled for Such 
incidents adversely affect 
the morale of the police 
force 


Mtall Mohanty, Bhubantawar 
(Orlaaa) 


Babu culture 


T he cover storv unneces¬ 
sarily made heroes out 
ol bureaucrats {Rule of the 
habu. April—5 May) 

I'hc likes of (jopi Ariira 
acquited enormous powers 
solely because the person 
H he woiked lor wax basically 
weak and uncertain of him¬ 
self 

But it the politician is a 
strong-w died person, 
buieaucrats can ncvei call 
the shtits I ake the exam¬ 
ple of lawaharlal Nehru 
fie did no! ever allow any 
civil servant to take deci- 
sicms on policy malleis— 
that lole he reseived lor 
himsell and Ins ( abinei col¬ 
leagues But since l.al 
Bahadur Shastii was <i 
weak Prime Miiiistei who 
always kept a low profile, 
bureaucrats and political 
hangeis-on assumed prom- 
^ iiicncc lodav, it Vinod 
Mehtti IS hitting the head¬ 
lines every second day. it is 
because V P. Singh is in¬ 
capable of taking firm deci¬ 
sions on crucial issues 
But there are politicians 
even today who make 
bureaucrats feel like school 
kids Devi Lai. Jyoti Basil 
and N T Rama Rao are 
some of them Linion 
ministers like Cieoige Fer¬ 
nandes and Madhu Danda- 
vate, too, are capable of 
keeping civil sei vants under 
control 

Aahok Kumar Mohapatra, 
Bhubanaawar (Orlaaa) 

■ The cover feature was 
absorbing. But there was 
nothing new in the sense 
i that bureaucrats have been 


wielding extra- 
constitutional power since 
Independence. Every 
Prime Minister had their 
favourites and it is they 
who ruled the country. Our 
political system isjargely 
responsible for this phe¬ 
nomenon The bureaucracy 
IS an essential part of the 
democratic set-up but it is 
the elected representatives 
of the people who are re¬ 
sponsible foi keeping 
bureaucrats under control 
If the politician is a person 
who cannot decide on cru¬ 
cial issues. It is only natural 
that bureaucrats will 
emerge more poweiful than 
the minister himself 
S.P ChaturvadI, Lucknow (Uttar 
Pradaah) 

■ There is nothing wrong 
with the institution of the 
bureaucracy, it is the babus 
who are denigiatmg the 
system, 

T Lai, Maarut (Uttar Pradaah) 


An unequal 
battle 


I t IS clearly an unequal 
battle (( an Amhani sur- 
wrc'’ 15—21 April) On 
one side you have Prime 
Minister V.P Singh On 
the other there is the 
polyester king, Dhinibhai 
Ambani And it is a fore¬ 
gone conclusion that the 
person who frames the 
rules of the game will win 
M.D Ladharam, Uhaln (Madhya 
Pradaah) 

■ 1 was closely following 
the war between Ambani 
and V P Singh Though 


Dhinibhai Ambani: giving 
up? 




Mann: succmb an tha way 


Dhirubhai was cleaily at 
the receiving end, I hoped 
that he would not give up 
without a light But his 
subsequent lesignation 
from the LAiT board dis¬ 
illusioned me Has Amhani 
settled tor peace with the 
present legime'^ Or is he 
lust waiting for the present 
government to fall’' 

G Anil, Oullon (Karala) 

Love-struck 


Making waves 

T he article on Gurdas 
Mann {Mann and 
supermann, 15—21 April) 
was timely Mann has not 
only caught the attention of 
the pop music lovers of the 
country, but his folk tunes 
are real hits. It goes to his 
credit that he has made a 
place for himself even in 
Bombay where the 
competition is always 
tough 

D.N. Bajan, Thana (Maharaahtra) 


T he wnte-up (Return of 
romunce, 15—21 April) 
touched the right chord 
There is no denying the fact 
that with the remaikable 
success of films like Maine 
Pyar Kiya and C handru 
teenage romance has re¬ 
turned to films lO films 
in a oig way. Unlike in most 
othei movies where passion 
IS depicted in a crude form, 
Maine Pyar Kiya’.s 
approach to the theme is 
refreshingly simple 
: Though the storyline of this 
’ box-office hit is a bit 
hackneyed, it certainly 
does away with such 
routine formula like sex 
and violence, which is a 
healthy sign. And if the 
current trend is any 
indication, then the coming 
years will see many more 
such films. 

ShaMiank Shakhar, Maarut 
(Uttar Pradaah) 


More on 
Mahfouz _ 

I t IS unfortunate that 
Khushwant Singh’s 
excellent write-up/Naguib 
Mahfouz (29 April—6 
May) should have appeared 
in his column. Gossip Sweet 
and Sour For the article is 
neither sweet nor sour. It 
also appears that Singh is 
confused over timing when 
he says he had read 
“excellent reviews of 
Mahfouz’s book in the 
British press a few days 
ago”. This IS not true 
because Mahfouz’s book. 
The Beginning and the End 
received the Nobel Prize 
for literature in 1988 and 
there was no occasion for 
the British press to review it. 
Data Kadva, Bombay 
(Maharaah^) 
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OIL 


OMLY IF OVERHAUUNG YOUR CAR ENGIME 
AFTER 50^ KM IS NO BOTHER 


Oil, r uel and Air filters can decide the fate of your car engine If they are inefficient, you will 
yc't dislocated valves, damaged piston rings, ruined cylinder walls, engine seizure and 
'iverRs 7000/ in repair bills 

If :hey woik - the way Purolatoi does — you will get the optimum 1,50,000 km between 
n'.";rhauls, excellent trouble-free running, and low maintenance bills 

Cl’ qo ahead, insist on Purolator 
I he filkirs your mechanic would highly recommend 


ihonitthi-dtmuaiMa » r;7i f(d/) o* cninpt'inii^s 


Purolator 

THE WORLD’S BEST SELLING FILTERS 
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When you’re tired and thirsty 
your body is asking for 
^1 instant energy. 

(Not just a thirst quencher)_ 
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Glucon-C contains glucose which gives energy 
instantly to keep you active 
It provides one-third of the day's requirement of 
Vitamin-C, so essential for the development of 
teeth, bones and body tissue 
It is easy to make Just mix 
four heaped teaspoons of ■— 

Glucon-C in ice-cold water to 
make a refreshing orange- 
flavoured drink 


Th« unique,, r«fr«»Moe 
instant anvgy tftirtk «vHh 
a tmnifv arangm tamia 
Ingradianta 

»-«i Jta ^ .4* £ 

m .IrV#.' * 

•ljP.1 Rk , Vj 

I ^ 

rruiift, /" 

A‘»fiooio>jwoi‘* ,, 

tWra— t 

WMMi^anitoviurAwtrfti^Ml. J 
tAwMtfiC twT i h f 

'KOkannTigorltinUin^C 

•MPIM Mifl . kfc ■■ . 


Orange-fiavoured energy drink 


Puts ‘life’ back into you. Instantly. 
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THE SOUTH BLOCK 


INDER MALHOTRA 


Distant neighbours 

India should take an interest in Burma’s affairs 


Burma (s(irr\, M\dn- 
niar) is Ihc Ldunitv 
next diiot about 
whiih v^e know little 
and seem to wire 
even less Ihis is a 
(iisgiace I specially, 
tit a time when the 
ruling |i.irtv's ‘•think tanks" are i.rving 
themselves hoarse notwithslaniling 
I Pakisiiini misehiel m and osei Kash 
1 mil about "gocHl-neighlvom iiness 
1 Str.iiige though it ma\ seem, du bulk 
! ol Indian intelligentsia .ippetiis to 
^ h.ive eon\iiieei.l itself that India has 
, oitlv SIS neighbouis i e those lOiiii- 
liii s whi< h. alone with It iom|irisi. the 
SAAkt In then i-onsnousiiess even 
( hm.i IS not Irulia s neiehfiour but .■ 
j gieat ind somev hat distant powei 
I lor them Huima pist does mit exist 
I allhoueh it has a -l.dOl) km sensitive 
I border wrh this touiitrv 
i I lungs weie not always so bleak 
i Lnilil 1‘tts, Billina was .1 part of 
Biitish India Ifnieattei, the two 
; loiintries woikeil m eiose Loopeialion 
I which was not suiprising, given their 
j mutual stratecK [lolitieal and econo- 
I rnu stakes arul the emp.ithy between 
! then lieedom movements Aftei Inde- 
I pendence, Itiwaharlal Nchiii had 
I made <1 |>omt of it 'o cultivate Burma 
I and Its leadei, I' Nu Burm.i also was 
j the first neighbcvuring CrHiiitrv to 
which Nehru sent Indian treurps at Ihc 
I request of the Burmese government 
I beleaguered by a series of insurgencies 
that have continued to this day 
The military takeover in Buima. 
undei the leadership of the ineffable 
(teneral Nc Win, maiketi the begin¬ 
ning of Burma’s own drive to go 
underground and cut itself oft from 
the rest of the world Most Indians in 
Burma had bv then been thrown out 
and Burma had even withdrawn from 
the L'N Even so, this was no reason 
for Indian indifference to a country 
vital to Indian interests And vet 
indifference unfortunately developed 
after the end of the Nehru eia rather 
fast 

The very tew Indians who continued 
to take some interest in the all but 
forgotten Burma felt sad that a coun¬ 
try which was once the world’s biggest 


exportei of rite had become an impor¬ 
ter ol this staple grain They also 
woiried about the impact on Indian 
security ol the pronounced Chinese 
influeme in the msurgencv-inlested 
North Burma, from where much help 
was then fiemg given to Naga and 
Mi/o insurgents m India’s noith-east 
in any ease However, eventually this 
profilem recedetl and the lingering 
little interest in Burmti subsided 
furthci 

Altei 11 veais ol Ne Win s umnter- 
lupted lule. Buim.i once again 
attraited vvoild attention onlv in IbKh 
I'ecause ol tlie massive populat up¬ 
surge for demociacy. freedom of 
speech and assotiation aiul hbeialis.i- 
1 tion of an economy th.it tiad been 
viitiitillv str.mgul.ited to death by 
socialist contiols for a while there 
was hope tfiat the long night ol Bui- 
111.1 s agoiiv wiiuld .It last end But it 
w.is snuffed out s.tvagelv by vet 
.inolfiei militaiv coup led by Cieneral 
.Saw Mating the Burmese .11 mv chief, 
but III l.ict m.isiermmdcd by Ne Win 
I lie ailing .ind sh.ivlowy old war horse 
continues to c.ill llie shots in luckless 
Burm.i 

Ihe elections, promised at the 


U. Nu with Nehru: India ahouid have 
continued from where Nehru left off 



height of tlie popular upsurge and still 
scheduled to lie held on 27 May. 
coinciding iionicallv with Nehru’s 
death anniveistiry, have become a 
cruel farce A newspaper headline 
said It all the other day when it 
j proclaimed "Burma all set for el 'c- 
I turns (Opposition le.iclers under hoc sc 
j aiiest 

The Burmese government crushed 
I the dcmocr.icy movement with lai 
gi eater brutality than even the 
Chinese etieplayed at Tiananmen 
Squai' And they seem to have got 
aw.iv with It more easily than Deng 
! Xiaoping and his cohorts have No- 
I body seems bothered by what is hap- 
I pening in Burma, not even tlie hyper- 
I active human rights groups heie that 
i have been wiitmg lurid and wholly 
1 one-sided reports on K.ishmit 
1 A number of countnes Thailand, 

I .South Korea. T.iiw.in, Japan and, of | 
I course, C'hin.i—are merrily doing j 
j business with the cxeeiable Burmese j 
I legime and bailing it out cif politiciil 1 
! isolation and economic ruin I'liev all ! 
I have then eyes on Buim.i s legendaiv j 
I limber desper.itelv needed in this age 
j ot ecologie.il evangelism 
I India need not go out ol its w.iv to 
I befriend the tviants entienchcd in the 
Burmese capital But shouldn t some 
gesture be made to the Buimese 
people who listen to All India Radio 
.IS avidly as Indians .ind Piikistanis do 
to the Hindi and Hrclu services of the 
BBC The tragedy is that while not 
manv Indians are going to Burma, the 
thugs ol the Burmese goveinment are 
merrily crossing Ihe porous border— 
about the smuggling of narcotics and 
consumer goods the less s.iicl the 
better—to harass the Burmese stu¬ 
dents who have taken shcTtei m north¬ 
eastern states 

The South Block ought to hang its 
head in shame Mote than a yeai has 
elapsed since the last Indian ambassa¬ 
dor to Rangoon (sorry. Yangon), Dr 
IP .Singh, letired ,A new arnbassadoi 
has yet to be appointed This is so not 
because India does not want to send 
an ambassador to Burma as a maik of 
displeasure with the repressive reg¬ 
ime. What is at work is the normal, 
honcst-to-goodness casual apptoach 
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MMBMBMMBiCOUNTERViEW)^^ 

VINOD MEHTA 

The VP^octri ne 

Keep everyone happy and forget about the consequences 


Jan.ild Dill MP 
Simtosh Bhartiva 
thought It was 
V' F Singh's finest 
hour “Neser in 
Indian history 
have we seen a 
Prime Minister in¬ 
teract so intimate¬ 
ly with the people 
ot res|)onse," he 
The 2.(KK)-strong 
the Nehru Centre 
seemed to agree with Bhartiya It was 
a 'performance' alright, on a scale of 
one to ten it would get VP an eight for 
sitontaneity, candour and modesty 
Resplendent in a light-blue achkan 
with a matching Nepalese cap, the 
PM, none the worse 
atter a gruelling survey 
ol a cyclone-ravaged 
Andhra Pradesh, en¬ 
thralled and entertained 
the audience, assembled 
to celcbiate the 4(lth 
anniversary ot C urrent 
by accepting written 
questions which he him- 
selt read and answered 
The novelty ol the dia- 
i logue led some sceptics 
j to ask if the questions 
I had been planted’ too, I 
j can vouch for their au¬ 
thenticity As a result, 

I Mi Singh gave us a 
I glimpse ot not only his 
style, but also his 
perception of the busi¬ 
ness of governance Pro- 
loundiiy and wit ming¬ 
led fieely as the Prime 
Minister had his first 
S fireside chat’ with the 
; nation since he assumed 
I ottice less than six 
I inonlhs ago 

j 1 dc.n't know how 
seriously one can take 
Mr Singh’s discursive 
meanderings since they 
were SC) laden with 
theatric elements, but 1 
am giving him the be¬ 
nefit ot the doubt The 
tone and tenor of the 


dialogue certainly suggested that he 
was very keen to be taken seriously, 
very keen to be seen as a 'thinking' 
Prime Minister rather 
than lusi a tiapeze artiste holding on 
to power 

While 1 enioyed the performance 
too, 1 came out slightly uneasy Not 
because one could actively disagree 
with what V P Singh said, but be¬ 
cause his appioach to governance, as 
outlined m hr. lecture, will exacci- 
bate, not ease, the many giave prob¬ 
lems the country is grappling with 

P olitics, according to Mr Singh, 
raises its ugly head only when 
there is conflict when thete are com¬ 
peting options ot ambitions It thcic 


IS no conflict, there is no politics,” he 
asserted His approach to conflict- 
icsolving IS not to strive for 'com- 
{ promise’, which according to him is 
j another word for 'bargaining', but to 
manage contradiction.s’ inherent in all 
conflicts And how are the contradic¬ 
tions to be managed’’ By discussion, 
debate and goodwill, thiough which a 
consensus will eventu.illy be arrived 
at If one persevered through the path 
of coiniadictions determinedly and 
paticiitlv consensus was guaranteed 
Mr Smell then proceeded to illustrate 
how he was managing 'contradictions’ 
in Kashmir and gently chided news¬ 
paper pundits who accused him of 
j confusion' on the issue, "If thev 
I understood my approach they would 
not find me confusing ” 
I mav be wiong. but 1 
don’t think the Prime 
Minister has ever ex¬ 
plained his political phi¬ 
losophy in public so suc- 
cmtly before We should 
be grateful to him for 
such rare openness, be¬ 
cause ministers, particu¬ 
larly Prime Ministers, 
seldom emerge from the 
shadows, much less re¬ 
veal the precepts 
through which they 
function So, why am 1 
uncomfortable with 
V P Singh’s approach 
to problem-solving’’ 

In happier days, poli¬ 
tics as the art of manag¬ 
ing contradictions’ may 
have been a useful, even 
estimable, doctrine, but 
with AK-47s in the 
hands of secessionists, 
war clouds on the hori¬ 
zon, communal mischief 
in the air, not to men¬ 
tion the galloping price 
of onions, the VP doc¬ 
trine may lead us into 
blind-alleys and one¬ 
way streets We are 
already there with re¬ 
gard to three or four 
areas high on the nation¬ 
al agenda. 



V.P. Singh: His approach to conflict-resolving is not to strive for 
compromise’, but to manage contradictions' inherent in all 
conflicts 



and get this kind 
declared grandly 
crowd gathered at 
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MANAGING CONTRADICTIONS 


KASHMIR 



Appointed Qeorge Fernandes as minister with special responsibilities to 
appease the communists . and Jagnnohan as Governor to appease the BJP 
Result; They spend more time in mutual recriminations 

aIusTa N 



Inder Gujral is left to make all the decisions on Indo-Pak crisis, while Benazir 
Bhutto hits the headlines every day by making important decisions herself 
Result: She scores valuable debating points 


further when RAW 
leaks, circulated with 
the blessings of certain 
NF members, claimed 
that LTTE camps had 
surfaced in the state 
again A furious Karu- 
nanidhi savaged RAW 
charging that its agents 
were trying to destabil¬ 
ise his government 

Curiously, nothing 
was done to halt these 
charges and counter¬ 
charges from being 
traded in the press. 
Eventually, Mr K->rc.na- 
nidhi did something un¬ 
pardonable While de¬ 
nying that there were 
any LTTE camps m his 
state, he revealed that 
3b such camps, where 
armed training was 
given, did exist in Tamil 
Nadu during Indira 
Gandhi's prime minis¬ 
tership Thus, Mr Karu- 
nanidhi confirmed what 
successive Indian gov- 
ernments had been 
vehemently and consis 
tenlly denying. It was a 
shameful admission, one 
which diminishes the au¬ 
thority of all Indian gov¬ 
ernments Cleailv, con- 


Y' 

In Kashmir, contra¬ 
dictions were managed 
by appointing Jagmohan 
(as Cj o v e r n o r) to 
appea.se the BJP, and 
George Fernandes (as 
minister with special re¬ 
sponsibility) to appease 
the communists A 
further justification for 
this dual approach was 
provided by asserting 
that Jagmohan would 
bash the secessionists, 
while Gcoige would 
woo local politicians to 
come out of the wood¬ 
work On paper this 
makes sense in practice 
it has led to Jagmohan 
and Fcinandes spending 
more time in mutual re¬ 
criminations than in 
^ doing the jobs given to 
them One day George 
thieafens to resign, he is 
peiseaded to stay on 
The next dav Jagmohan 
threatens to resign, 
ambition in the state 
does not seem to be the 
pursuit of terrorists or 
leviving political proces¬ 
ses, but keeping George 
and Jagmohan in their 
respective posts 


4||^||anaging contradictions' on 

I wl Pakistan has not been easy 
either About a month ago, the Prime 
Minister warned the nation to be 
( 'psychologically prepared foi wai’ 
T hat single statement rang alaim bells 
m Washington, Moscow, Beipng, 
London and Islamabad, where it was 
seen virtually as a declaration of wai 
by India. Chastened by that solitaiy 
indiscretion, Mr VP Singh has since 
then said nothing meaningful on de- 
lusmg tension and has only repeated 
ad nauseum that Indian armed forces 
will give a ‘fitting reply if the oeeasion 
arises ' 

1 can understand Mr Singh s dilem¬ 
ma With Mr Advani and Mr V.i- 
ipayec ready to pounce on any move 
that appears even remotely concilia¬ 
tory, the Prime Minister seems to have 
gone against his natural instincts as a 
peace-makei lie began by sounding 
tough and war-like—a posture which, 
perhaps, he recalled, made a national 
hero of Lai Bahadur Shastri Current¬ 
ly the Prime Minister has seen fit to 


withdraw from the Indo-Pak crisis, 
leaving Inder Ciujral to make all the 
running Meanwhile, Bcnanr Bhutto 
regularly hits the headlines by propos¬ 
ing a summit one day, third-party 
verification of Indian charges that 
Pakistan is abetting terrorists the next 
day, embarking on a round of peison- 
al diplomacy in Africa and the Middle 
East soon after Because he is ‘manag¬ 
ing contradictions' Mr V P Singh 
cannot icspond. thus allowing Ms 
Bhutto to sec're valuable debating 
points 

Strange thing.s are going on in T amil 
Nadu The DMK. .n important ally of 
the government, has been thicatenmg 
lo secede fiom the Eronl Fvei since 
Mi Karunanidhi refused to accept 
'refugees' from north and east Sri 
Lanka, relations between New' Delhi 
and Madras have been strained The 
high point m the rift was witnessed 
when the Tamil Nadu chief minister 
pointedly refused lo attend the wel- 
comirg ceremony for the last IPKF 
contingent F,elations plummeted 


tradietions were not managed effi- I 
ciently here I 

F-ven before he become the Prime 
Minister, there was a respectable body 
of opinion that maintained that V'lsh- 
wanath Pratap Singh was a decent, 
upiight. ambitious human being with a 
single weakness he was soft The 
‘butchei instinct', so nccessaiy foi a 
Prime Minister or President, was mis¬ 
sing m him 1 didn't go along with this 
piemise then, and I don’t now Unfor¬ 
tunately, this insistence on turning 
governance into an exercise in consen¬ 
sus has all the appearance of calcu¬ 
lated cowardice 

I am not oblivious to the vulnerabil¬ 
ity of the piesent government Manag¬ 
ing contradictions, then, may be less 
of a political philosophy and more of a 
survival technique Nevertheless, in 
the national interests. I would urge Mr 
V.P .Singh to do two things One, he 
must stop running around the country 
inaugurating dancing schools Two, he 
must occasionally throw consensus to 
the winds and do what he feels is light 


(UM0Ay27M«y^*2 JuoB 1990 


11 








NEWSBEAT 


The toppling game 


Defections bring down the Congress government in Nagaland 


T he timinj’ eouidn’i h.ivc 
been more perteet Only a 
few days back, the kfien 
dary Nana leader, Phl^o, 
who died in London ('ii 1 
May, was laid to rest in Kohima The 
ernotuinal upsuige witnessed at Phi- 
zo's funeral piovided an opportunity 
lor the dissidents within the Nagaland 
( ongress to break away from a patty 
that IS largely looked upon as a colo¬ 
nial outfit by the different north¬ 
eastern tribes deman-, I- 

ding autonomy or inde- 5 
pendence On 14 May.i 
1? legislators of the ml-?, 

I ing C'ongress(l) govern- A 
I rnent m Nagaland sent a if 
I one-page letter to their 
leader and chief minster ; 

S C Jamir informing X 
him that they had de- I I 
cidcd to quit the party 1 * 

For Jamir, the implica- I 

tioris weie moie than 1 

clear in a House of bO j 

members, the ( ongres- f ^ . 

s(I) was reduced to a ^ 

mitioiity with just 24 

legislators What is 

more, the Opposition 

Nagaland Peoples 

Council (NPC), which 

had a strength of 24 in 

the Assembly, was wait- mW***'* 

mg in the wings tor such 

an eventuality Chief mlnteti 

Events followed in quick succession 
since then. The breakaway Congress 
faction joined hands with the NPC to 
form a platform—the United Legisla¬ 
ture Front (ULFl—and staked its 
' claim to form the government in 
j Nagaland Jamir made a last ditch 
attempt to convince the newly- 
appointed state Governor, M M Tho¬ 
mas, to call an emcigency session of 
the Assembly to prove his majcirity 
The (lovernor turned down the appeal 
and on U May. he dismissed the S C 
Jamir ministry Hours later, Thomas 
invited the NPC leader K L Chishi to 
form the government Such was the 
haste that on l.S May itself, C'hishi 
tciok oath as chief minister along with 
14 members ot his Cabinet And sure 
enough, all the 12 Congress legislators 

12 


who had deseitcd J.-imii vvere 
accommodated m the new ministrs 
Hut IS S C Jamir just a victim ot the 
domino eftect that has seen Congiess 
governments m the north-east tall like 
ninepins’ alter the installation ot the 
National Fiont regime in New Delhi ' 
Surely, tlieie .'smuchmore behind ihe 
tall of the 1. ongress m .Nagaland In 
fact, lormei chief mimstei Jtiniii knew 
that lebellion against him in the paity 
was biewmg for quite sometime And 
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matrs 



Chief minister K.L. Chishi: smart move 

« .succession the man who was mastci minding the 
ly Congress operation was T A Ngullie, a one- 
the NPC to time minister in his Cabinet whom he 
ted Legisla- sacked in January last for anti-partv 
staked its activities Moreover, as a measure 
irnment in aimed at dividing the dissidents, Jamii 
last ditch exjiandcd his Cabinet only last month, 
he newly- inducting at least three of the disgrun- 
M M Tho- tied Congressmen 
/ session of But that obviously did not help to 
IS majority quell dis.sent More ,so, because the 
1 the appeal veteran -NPC leader, Vamuzo, was 
ed the S C always in contact with the Congress 
:r, Thomas dissident camp, assuring it of all sup- 
L Chishi to port and even prize posts if the dis- 
ch was the gruntled could engineer the fall of 
self, C’hishi Jamir And it worked Even as Jamir 
along with was disposing off files in his office on 
t And sure L? May, the dissidents met at the 
s legislators residence of PWD minister Chong- 


! shell Chang to give Imislimu touches | 
I to the plan to topple Jainii 1 titei, the 
I gioup also hekl a meeting at the | 
I ollicial bungalow ot home inmistei 
j Iiameron Ao I inallv, when every- 
hod\ was Lonvinced that the plan ' 
I would v\(M k, the pi ess was in tin rned ot 
I the intending loup 

B ut Jamil did not give iiji without a | 
fight As soon as he got wind I'l 
1 trouble, he was on the line to p.inv 

--j president Rapv (landhi i 

i in Delhi Rap'. Gan- 1 
din immediately simi 
moned a meeting of his ' 
||k iioith-e.istein exiserts, 

.Stintosh Moh,m Dev. 
Ra|esli Pilot and kigdish 
I vtlei Hiteswai Saikia. 
the piLsident ot the 
Assam Pi.ielesh ( on 
gress (ommittie was 
■ also eonsulted .iiid a 

J stiatege to t.ickic the 

ciisis III Nagaland was ' 
woiked out Jamir w.is 
mstruiied to win over 
the Speaker of the 
House and make cffoits i 
lc> woo the dissidents 
But as all the 12 party 
legislatois were viriuallv ; 
kept under surveillance j 
by members ivf the NPC, ; 
I amir could not even . 
contact them But as 1 
far as the Speaker was con- | 
cerned, the formci chief minister | 
achieved a significant bieakthrough 
At one time, it seemed that the 
Congress goveinmeiit, after all, would 
weather the stoim The Speaker, ! 
I ol'iously under instructions fiom j 
Jamir, refused to recognise the 12 I 
defectors as a gioup his argument was 
that the Congress paity had expelled 
two of them—r A Ngullie and Chu- 
batemjen Ao—much before they cros¬ 
sed over Result the Speaker disqual¬ 
ified the lest of the ten deserters under 
the Anti-Defcction Act But Gov¬ 
ernor Thomas upset all calculations by | 
refusing to accept the Speaker’s ruling I 
and invited the ULF to form the 
government Said chief minister 


Chishi 


‘My government has the j 
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backing of the people 

Jamir’s regime was reek- S.C 

mg with corruption and 

he could not make much 

of his poll promise to GOVC 

solve the insurgency nfital 

problem in the state 

Moreover. Jamir’s gov- tu© Cl 

ernment was draining P 

away the treasury and it 

had run up an overdraft •najoril 

of over Rs 60 crores " 

But there are other gy 

reasons behind the n f 

downfall of Jamir Many r©Opi< 

Nagaland observers feel to forgo 

that ethnic considcra- tODPlcd 

tions and tribal lovaltics 
played a major part m 
the change ot govern- 
ment All the Serna, Angami and Ao 
legislators got together to oust Jamir 
Though the former chief minister him¬ 
self belongs to the Ao clan, most of his 
tribesmen, including heavywcMghts 
like Tsuknung Pcnsu, had fallen out 
with him 

Jamir’s giouse that the Governor 
did not allow him a chance to pros* 


S.C. Jamir's 
grouse that the 
Governor did 
not allow him 
the chance to 
prove his 
majority did not 
win him 
sympathy. 

People are yet 
to forget how he 
toppled Vizol in 
1980 



from even his supporters For. people 
arc yet to forget how he toppled the 
United Democratic Front govcrnmenf 
led by Vi7ol in 1980 by engineering 
defections More recently, m August 
1988, the C'ongress(l) had turned 
down an appeal bv ( fiishi and Vaniu- 
70 for a trial of strength. 

The only course left foi the ('on- 


his maiority did not win him sympathy | gress now is to challenge the installa¬ 


tion of the Chishi government in 
court Whether Rajiv Gandhi and his 
men opt for this step remains to be 
seen but what is most disturbing is that 
dcfecions have come to stay m Naga¬ 
land politics K L Chishi may soon 
become a victim of the ploy he used to 
unseal S C Jamir • 

Santana Ghoah wHh Rabi/H 
Choudhury/Kohhna 
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ENVIRONMENT 


A damfool 
scheme? 

The first t onf id goes to the aetivists, 
with the Trinie Minister agreeing to review 
the Narmada project 


T he tiil'als lanK iii liuiRircds 
to New. IJclhi Iroir u mote 
\l 1 l.iges ! I .1 \ t i I Ml U I'M 
miles in tiueks .i.kI hulloek 
L.lits to uet to 'he iiLRirest 
station to protesi at:aiiist the son- 
sliuctioii o( the Nuiimada [>.im wimh 
thieatens to take aw a liom iheni tin. 
only homes that 'liet know < an vine 
their r.itions wilh till. Ill 'he l.sUM.uld 
men liom Madhv i ' iad'_sh, (niiar.i' 
and Mahar.ishiia >.ii)ij'i ii at the Hoal 


was a matte' <d life and death toi the 
state "It a handful of ti ih.ils eari tonu 


social and environmental impacts". 
Asking; the C’entre to immediately 
suspend work on the projects, the 
MPs said, "We lequcst you to ask the 
I’l.innmi; C ommission to urgently le- 
vievv these pioiects from the point of 
view ot assessing their economic, eco¬ 
logical and social viability ' 

A nd iheie lies the ciuneh The 
Aiulohm has declared m no im- 
ceitam teims that it will not be satis- 
I tied with )ust a leview ot the lehabi- 
, litation and environmental aspects ot 
! tlu dam ‘ \ re.issessnicnt ot the 
i pioieci IS ot the utmost importance," 
I s.ik! .Medha P.ilkai who has been 
: workme iii the Narmada valley lot the 
I last tivc ve.iis 

] Added baba -\mte. who veeretl 
! hetweeii despall iind hope "The 


md demonsliate at the Bo.it tint),! i’l ime Mmistei w .is lesjionsive But it 


then so c.m we We will also sit on i the eov 
tlhaimi .ii the B*>at ( lub tiom the d.’ml ' time ho 
ot this month " thie.iteried Patel ; pioieet 
I he chiel mmistei did not imnee his i to hope 
wolds " I he Piime Mimstei h.iil s.iid ! net w 
m all his public rneetmgs in ( iu|,iial ! .N.iim.n 
tH'loie the eleitions th.it N.nm.ida. iioiishii' 


the eoveiiiment does not agree to a 
time houiul schedule to review the 
pioieet then theie will be no leason 
to hope Ilie Magsavsav award win 
net whir h.is now moved to th.' 
,N.nm.ida vallev dcseiibeel his lela- 
iioiiship with the P.M as ,i ‘ love-hate 


would he impleiiuntcd Nenv lie i.in I j one ' I his is a man who spoke to us 


eo back on that 


C.'lub and sat m il,.’l' jh.n’ui outside ' liieie would I’e 


s.nel .iddmg th.it 
(lU)ar.il hiuluHi 


the Piime Mimstei - ilm.I. me, detei- 
mined to m.ike then (uesence te't 
.And the b.iieto. ■ '.ib.d^ le.i hv 
Baba Amie and Sum. il.il Haiiiii’i ii.i 
did succeed iheii ■ i m demomUa 
tion tiiggered oil ,in iirietisc deh.ite 
about the viah.litv .>1 the 

mammoth pion'il writi _ . . . 

in the government itself 
After insisting that he — 

would meet the piotes- * 
teis oiilv in a small ile ' , 

legation. F’lime Minister 
V' 1 s It w a ri a t ti P r a 1 a p 
■Singh finally g.ive m and 
invited the entire grou(> 
to his residence l.atei, 
he was forced to give an 
assuianee th.it the gov- j® •“ -a 
einment would begin .i 
dialogue with the Nar- 
macia Baehao Andolaii, 
the organisation fhtit is * 

spearheading the agit.i- 
tion 

I'he Piinie MmisteTs 
move provivked an in¬ 
tense le.Ktion An irate 
Ciu)arar chiet minister, 

C'himaiibh.n Patel, 
hastilv summoned .i ^ ^ 

press confeienee and de ’ ^ 

dared th.it Narmada __ 


ii/iJiilan it P Singh weiii b.ick on 
Ins word 

I hen theie were itu 2K .VIPs liom 
tlirec st.ites who vvioie to the Prime 
Mimstei st.itmg that the N.nm.ul.i and 
the Stiidar Sarov.ii pio|ects had not 
been ".idecjuatelv assessed loi then 


toi one-.ind-.i-tialt hours when he 
■ iitu.illv g.ive us |usl Is minutes Yet, 
.It till, s.'iim time, tie h.is made us wan 
III tins seorchine he.il lor foui days 
befoie .tgreemg to even meet us. Now 
wh.it do vvi make ol him’' 

But \ P Singh’s move has obvious¬ 
ly re.issuied the protesters about the 
goveinmeiU's intentions Tor, the 


Baba Amte and Sunderlal Bahuguna at the d/iama against the Narmada project: an exercise 
in ecological evangelism 
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Members of the 
Narmada Bachao 
Andolan; their lives 
are at stake 



V.P. Sin^ and Vinod 
Pande with Baba 
Amte: the 
government 
reconsiders 


Amlol.in c.illcd oil ils tlhiirmi on l'> 
M.i\, ilespiti’ initial threats of a figln- 
to-the-tinish However the .letivists 
mamlain that the pioieet vvoiilJ he a 
disaster loi the vallev 

1 he Andolan tirelesslv reels out 
statisties to prove the unviahihl\ ril the 
protect The proposed Sardar Sarovar 
project will suhniergL dd,134 hectares 
ot laiiLl. including 13 744 hectares ol 
Idlest land and ll.HK hectaies ol 
.rgrieultural land Besides, the shcci 
magnitude of ecological damage will 
viisplace 1,0(1,001) people (though the 
official estimate is 00,67.3) The volun- 
tai\ (irgamsations, which are opposing 
the project, pomt out that theie is 
virtually no rehabilitation scheme 
■'The state governments have, as vet, 
been unable to produce a comprehen¬ 
sive and denionstrablv leasihk rehabi¬ 
litation plan lor even a tenth of this 
population,” they add 

As in the Rs 3,000 ciore lehti Dam 
project in littar Prailesh. the basic 
problem has been to identify land to 
resettle the people The ( entre has 
letused to divert forest land for the 
purpose As a result, the Maharashtra 
government, for instance, has express¬ 
ed Its inability to find enough land to 
rehabilitate even the fust three vil¬ 
lages slated for submergence 
Other than the environmental im¬ 
pact and the lack of any sound 
schemes to rehabilitate the lakhs who 
will be displaced, critics also question 
the economic viability of the project 
According to the Indian National 


I 'f rust tor Art and Cultuial Heritage 
i (INTACH) "By giving financial 
I .ipproval to the pioject the Planning 
' (.'ommission has thiowii ovcrboaid ail 
I economic ob|ectivit\ and hnanci.il dis- 
j cietion 

I INTACH argues that the project ! 
! negates all the ob|eeti\es laid down m j 
I the -Seventh Plan- - that piioritv will be | 
I given to unlinished piojects and that ; 
! emphasis will be laid on minor irriga- j 
i tion projeets which can be completed [ 

! cjuicklv (There are 141 ma|oi arul 433 
i medium unfinished dam projects in 
the country ) 

I Moreover, the escalating costs ot ' 
the dam. nr'w st.Hiding at over Rs ; 
14,(K)() cioies do not even include j 
essential costs like silmisation, said i 
critics I 

B rushing aside all st.'tistics, the I 
pro-dam lobby insists that the | 

I piojevt will be the best thing to | 
j happen to the country ‘The safetv. j 
I refiabihtation and environment mea- ' 

I sures incorporateii iii this piojeet c.iri | 
easily be compared with the best I 
tiv, liable in the worlds ” an obviously I 
I worked-up Chimanbhai Patel said ; 

1 Supporting him was the chairperson ot 
I the Narmada 'Briley Corporation, 
j C C Patel, who said that the projcet ! 
would become a hfe-line tor Ciujarat 
Quoting the World Bank, he said that 
the “latio of beneficiaries to affected 
persons is better than 2(H) 1" 

( aught in the ciossfire ot conflicting 


claims and figures In the jm'-ilam 
lohhv and the anti-dam enviionnien- 
talists are the tens ot thousands of 
faceless tnbals, lor whom the matter 
means moic th.m pist the huildmg of a 
d;im It IS a question of Idi oi death 
I As the protesteis look over the cilv, 

! writing 'Delhi-iles. Naimad.i is vom 
I concern too", 25-ye,ir-old Hiikmii 
i {.hand from Hadwm in M,Hlhva 
I Pradesh said Handh buna m /a/ 

I bill iio^i Siifkiir sun li ' ( Hic 

I goveinment had heiic! hew.ire \k e 
will all drown along with cm v ill.iges if 
this dam is to come up ) 

; Standing next to him was Noniji 
' Kalsiti, from I)huli-i (fistiict in Mahai- 
; ashtia. who had left his |s aeics of 
I agnciiltuial land in his wile s custody 
i Hie gov.'rnmeni will not be allowed 
I to take our land like this Anyway 
I they are not offering us anything m 
j retuin either," said Kalsia llliteiatc 
j but -iwaie. Kalsia also lattles off 
! tigures ol how much land will be 
i subnieiged. how much theinoiect will 
I cost and who will letilly benefit ‘Only 
I the eontractoi will get anything ,)iit ol 
I this, " he said cynically 
j With the affected v illagers and en- 
j vironmentalists ganging up and the 
I state governments upset at the unpie- 
cederiled attention being p.iid to the 
! activists, the ('entre finds itself in a 
fix But the government has been 
pldving Its cards close to its chest 
Who will be the winner, only time will 
tell • 

Mlnu Jaht/Naw Delhi 
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POLITICS 


The Congress 


T he C'ongress(I) dppears to 
be (dsl diminishing as a poli¬ 
tical force in Kerala Not so 
long ago, It was uncertain 
whether the ruling Mdixist- 
led Left Democratic Front (LDF) 
would be able to complete a full term 
in office But now, the situation in this 
volatile state has changed so dramati¬ 
cally that political pundits here are 
predicting that the Marxists could 
return for another five year term m 
1992 

The decline of the Congress! 1) is 
tied to several factors But, if there is 
any one reason for the decline, it is the 
complete bankruptcy of the Congres- 
.s(l) leadership, both in organisational 
and ideological terms. Factionalism 
has paralysed the party organisation, 
hundreds are defecting to other par¬ 
ties, and there is no strong central 
message that can today bind the state 
unit of the Congress(I) to its former 
United Democratic Front (UDF) 
allies 

“The Congress! 1) is on its deathbed 
in Kerala," says a former Congressf!) 
minister. “For the first time we are 
simultaneously out of power at the 
Centre and in the state. Added to 
that, we have lost the will power to i 

challenge the Marxists." - 

The most disturbing aspect ^ 

of this development is the Si 

fact that the 43-year-oki 
secular Congress tradition 
has, to a large extent, be- 
come irrelevant Result at 
the grassroots level, hun- 
‘dreds of Congres,smen in 
the state are signing up with », 
communal organisations 
like the BJP and the RSS 
The growth of the BJP-RSS 
combine has been so spec- T 
tacular that political obser¬ 
vers feel that it could cap- . 

ture at least one Assembly , 
seal m Kerala in the next 
state elections This is high¬ 
ly significant considering 
that historicallv the _ 


crum bles 

The party in Kerala faces trouble 


BJP has never been a force in this 
state It has never even managed tc' 
get a respectable fraction of the stale’s 
total vote All that is obviously fast 
changing 

Hastening the process of decline are 
the squabbling Congress! 1) leaders, 
former chief minister and present 
leader of the Opposition, K Karuna- 
kaian, and present Kerala Pradesh 
Congress!!) Committee !KPCC-I) 
chief A K Antony These two leaders 
have divided the party into two dis¬ 
tinct and antagonistic groups The 
feud between the two Congress! I) 
heavyweights dates back to the early 
197()s, when Antony, a young turk of 
that era. was made the KPCCfl) chiel 
despite strong ob|ections from Karu- 
nakaran 

Antonv and his camp lollowcrs, 
including men like Vaylar Ravi. K P 
Llnnikrishnan, V M Sudheeian and 
Clommcn C'handy, had constantly 
opposed the manipulative politics of 
Karunakarun When Mrs Ciandhi im¬ 
posed the Emeigency, Karunakaran, 
who was at that time home minister in 
the CPI-led Achuta Menon ministry, 
became the dc facto chief minister 
After the lifting of the Hmcrgency and 
the 1977 stale Assembly polls, the 





Says Vayiar 
Ravi: "If 
Karunakaran is 
given a free 
hand, he will eat 
us all and 
capture the 
party” 


Congress!!) and its allies were swept 
back to power and Karunakaran be¬ 
came chief minister But within a 
month he had to step down following 
the scandal over the lamous Rajan 
Case and the Kerala High Court 
judgement pronouncing Karunakaran 
guilty of perjury 

By a quirk of fate, Antony took 
over as chief minister, and one of the 
first things he did on assuming office 
was to order an enquiry into the Ra)an 
C.’ase Karunakaran. however, proved 
to be a fighter and eventually won 
the case Today, sitting in 
his official residence at 
C'antonmeiit House in Tri¬ 
vandrum, Karunakaran re¬ 
calls “Those were the most 
harrowing days of my life. 
The entire government 
machinery was used by the 
so-called friends of mine to 
kill me politically. But due 
to God’s grace, I came out 
in is unscathed and am still 
fighting fit ” 

* Later, in 1978, when the 

Heat Congress(I) broke up, 
Karunakaran and his fol¬ 
lowers sided with Mrs Gan- 
^ dhi while Antony and gang 

went across to the Con- 
gress(S). While Karunakaran 
mmmmmi remained a follower of the 
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Nehru famiiy, Antony turned out to 
be something of an opportunist When 
Mrs Gandhi returned to power, he 
rejoined the C'ongress(I), but Mrs 
Gandhi always remained suspicmus of 
him Rajiv (jandhi’s accession, 
however, changed things Antony was 
taken to Delhi ,is a Rajya Sabha MP, 
while Karunakaian was left to rule 
uninterruptedly from 1982 to 1987 
Aftei the t'ongrcss'l) collapse last 
year, Rajiv Gandhi despatched 
Antony to Kerala to beef up the state 
unit 

This was obviously a blow foi Karu¬ 
nakaian But he kept his counsel and 
Antony, tor all practical purposes, 
adopted a highly conciliatory stand m 
the interests of the party Vavlar Ravi, 
a state Congrss(I) leader bitterly 
opposed to Karunakarati, says. “Basi¬ 
cally Antony was gutless He should 
have acted against Karunakaran and 
nipped him tn the bud It was 
Antony’s Hamlet-like posture that 
emboldened Karunakaran to hit out at 
us ■’ And hit out Karunakaran did He 
packed important party committees 
with his own men and in the process 
debilitated the entire party organisa¬ 
tion in Kerala. 

he result is open warfare between 
the two Congress(I) factions. In 


many parts of the state, Congressmen 
belonging to different factions are 
reported to have engaged in fisticuffs 
and knife fights The Youth Congres- 
s(I), which was at one time the party’s 
most prestigious and powerful frontal 
organisations m the state, became 
iiieflectual under the disastrous lead¬ 
ership of Karunakaran appointee, 
Ramesh Chcnmthala The iival, Mar¬ 
xist-controlled Democratic Youth 
Federation of India (DYFI). in con- 


OMS 


S^ays Karunakaran: 
"In 1978 they (the 
Antony group) tried to 
finish me off, but I 
came back stronger. 
This time I wiii swat 
them like flies” 


trast, managed to dominate youth 
politics in the state despite the fact ! 
that the establishment w'as ruled by j 
the Marxists Chcnmthala was ulti- j 
matelv packed off to New Delhi but | 
the ’’I'outh Congress(I) did not recover , 
and hundreds left to join the RSS ! 

F.ictional fighting, too, has intcnsi- I 
tied Antony loyalists like Vakkam j 
Purushothaman, MP. M M Has.san, 
MLA, and others have crossed ovei to 
the Karunakaran camp, while two 
Karunakaran supporters, ('i Karth- 
ikeyan and C V Padmarajan, have 
defected to the Antony group For all 
practical purposes it's a free for all 
7'he two C'ongress(l) factions aie more 
busy fighting each othei than the 
luling Marxists And this is taking its 
toll At least three municipalities, 
which the Congress(l) and its allies 
had won in the local bodies elections, 
have recently fallen to the LDF 

Antonv and Karunakaran, instead 
of patching up their differences in 
view of the party’s diminishing clout, 
have only intensified the fighting. An 
Antony supporter, Vaylar Ravi, feels 
“It IS now or never--as the organisa¬ 
tional elections are coming It Karuna- 
karan is given a free hand, he will e?^ 
us all and capture the organisatip' 

As it IS, of the 14 District Congr 
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TOLITICS 


"My party is alive and 
kicking” 

KPCC(I} chief A. K. Antony on the prospects 
o f the Congress in Kerala 


Sunday: There is a feeling that the 
Congressd) is on the decline in 
Kerala and all the agitations that 
you have launched recently have 
petered out... 

A.K. Antony: The parliamentary 
election results show that the Con¬ 
gress (I) is alive and kicking in 
Kerala, Our recent agitation 
against rising prices was a big 
success. But since we are in the 
Opposition, both at the Centre and 
in the state, there is some kind of 
disillusionment among the party- 
men, which we feel will evaporate 
in the coming months. 

Q: Karunakaran has repeatedly 
said the party in Kerala has 
organisational weakness due to 
your lacklustre performance as the 
KPCC(I) president... 

A: I refuse to be drawn into a 
controversy as I don’t want to start 
a slanging match. But I welcome 
criticism and Karunakaran has the 
right to express his views. I believe 
in hard work and attaining power 
through demiKratic means. The 
Congres5(I) has to is^ork day and 
night for the next 20 months if we 
have to win the next parliamentary 
elections, because there is no short¬ 
cut to success. My partymen should 
not be impatient as I dpn’t expect 
any mirade to happen overnight. 

Q: Why imve you sidehned year 
advisors Hke Ooramen Chandy and 
Vaylar Ravi and preferred a nuu 
like Aryadan Mohammed to fight 
your battle against Karunakaran? 
A: I will not talk about individuals. 
But to be fair to Aryadan Moham¬ 
med, his intentions have been bad¬ 
ly misunderstood by my colleagues. 

Q: But many people say that of late 
you have become aggressive and 
you are trying desperately to shed. 
the image of a timid, rty and 
indeci-sive politician... 

A: 1 am not aggressive by nature, 
but I have my own style, which hits 
■ ifs negative and positive points. I 


believe that words are not impor¬ 
tant— It IS ideas and programmes 
that makes a leader. 

Q: Don’t you feel that the present 
infighting within the Congressd) in 
Kerala will only help the Marxists 
to consolidate their position in the 
stale? 

A: Please note that after 18 years 
organisational elections are being 
held in my party. So, it is but 
natural that various people will 
form groups. There are hundreds 
of new leaders waiting to grab 
party positions from older groups, 
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who are trying desperately to hold 
on to their positions. So. individual 
ambitions might clash. All this is 
part of the democratic process be¬ 
fore elections. But the Congress(I) 
has an inborn strength to withstand 
all this. After the elections, the 
party will stand united in our fight 
aginst the Marxists. 

Q: WtH you be aUc to ui»eat the 
Marxtets In Uie next elections? 

A: We will definitely come back to 
power in the next elections, but. till 
then, we have to bury our differ¬ 
ences and work very hard to win 
over the electorate. 


Committees in the state, as many as 11 
are controlled by Kariinakaran's sup¬ 
porters Last month. Karunakaran 
brought former Kerala Governor Ram 
Dulari Sinha as an AICC(I) observer 
foi overseeing the organisational elec¬ 
tions The arrival of Sinha. who is a 
Karunakaran crony, infuriated 

Antony. 

These developments have so en- 
r.igcd Antonv that today he is more 
determined than evei to finish Karu¬ 
nakaran “This time I will not dither 
It IS a fight to the finish." he declared 
At a KPCC'(l) meeting, he came out 
openly against Karunakaran. holding 
him responsible for the sorry state of 
aftairs of the party in the slate At the 
moment. Antony is touiing the slate 
to muster suppoit in his wai against 
Karunakaran Meanwhile. Karuna- 
kaian is also pieparmg to tight back 
“In ItfS. they tiied to linisli me oft, 
but I came back stronger This time 
they did everything to finish me oft. 
but I will swat them like flies," says 
Karunakaian 




m 


A CongruMd) demonstration In 
Trivandrum: the party is dividad 

Such statements might speak 
volumes tor Karunakaran’s street¬ 
fighting capabilities but it augurs dis¬ 
aster tor the state Congress(l) Karu¬ 
nakaran IS, however, sanguine “After 
we rectify certain organisational weak¬ 
nesses. the Congrcss(I) will bounce 
back to the limelight and 1 am sure we 
will win the next elections." But the 
way things are going, it is unlikely that 
the Kerala unit of the Congress(i) w'lll 
be able to get to its tcet before the 
next state polls, leave along bounce 
back • 
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Song of the desert 




love with 
you have 


1 To fall in 
' the desert 
to be born and bred 
in It. And fed on 
camel's milk and 
dates I was born in 
one and spent the 
first six years of my life playing on 
sand dunes, bathing in brackish rain 
water collected in tohhas, drinking 
daachee (she-camel) milk and going to 
sleep to the tinkling of bells of camel 
caravans It took me quite some time 
to get used to tropical vegetation with¬ 
out ever getting an umnterrupted view 
of the horizon. Even now scenes of my 
desert nativity come to haunt me in 
my dreams- playing on sand hills in 
silvery moonlights, sharing tohhas 
with buffaloes with camels lined on 
the sides taking their three-day ration 
of water. 

People whose notions of beautiful 
landscapes consist of green moun¬ 
tains, running streams, lakes and 
forests find it very hard to make terms 
with deserts. There were odd charac¬ 
ters like Lawrence of Arabia, and now 


we have Suzanne Fisher Staples whose 
first novel .Of The Wind. 
(Julia Mac Rae Books) is based on the 
Cholistan desert of Pakistan. Lawr¬ 
ence’s first love were Arabs (he was a 
homosexual); the desert he loved be¬ 
cause they inhabited it. Staples'after 
having been UPI correspondent in 
many Asian countries,was fascinated 
by the inhospitable wastes of Cholis¬ 
tan and the gypsy tribes which moved 
camp from one dried up tobha to 
another with their strings of camels. 
They made their living off camels 
which they sold at the annual cattle 
fair at Sibi. They loved them as mem¬ 
bers of their families and refused to 
sell them for higher prices offered by 
Arab and Iranian agents because they 
slaughtered them for food; or to 
Afghan Mujahideen who took them to 
the battle front and exposed them to 
strafing from the air. 

Staples sets her story in the desert 
bordering on India. Her mam charac¬ 
ters are a war veteran of the Bahawal- 
pore Army, his son, daughter-in-law 
and two grand-daughters, Phulan and 
Shabanu. The narrator is the younger 
Shabanu. They live in a tumble-down 
hut close to a tobha with their camels 


and a pet dog Sher Dil, When sand¬ 
storms blow, the tobha disappears and 
they have to trek several days to find 
another. Theirs is a tribal society, the 
father’s word is law; gypsy must marry 
gypsy. As in many Muslim families, 
the preferred alliances are with first 
cousins. Girls are betrothed before 
they are ten years old. They are dep- 
nved of freedom to roam about and 
encaged in chaddurs. As soon as the 
first tell-tale signs of menstrual blood 
appear on the girl’s salwar, prepara¬ 
tions for the mkah begin to be made 
The girl must go to her groom as a 
virgin Her virginity and his manliness 
are displayed publicly after the night 
of consummation of marriage at a 
feast daavat-e-valeema 
Daughter Of The Wind tells of the 
travails of this small family whose only 
diversion from the deadly pattern of 
living among sandv wastes is the )our- 


Sridevl: no to Sri Devi Lai 



ney to Sibi to sell their surplus stock of 
camels The two girls are engaged to 
two brothers At one deal in Sibi the 
father makes a lot of money selling his 
prize stock He can now afford to give 
his daughters a handsome dowry. 
Then he runs into trouble as the 
zamindar to whom the boys’ family is 
indebted casts his evil eyes on the girls 
they are to marry He claims the droit 
de signeur — right of the land-owner 
to deflower girls of his choice before 
they marry In the ensuing fracas, 
Phulan’s husband-lo-be is killed. She 
is promptly given in marriage to the 
younger brother earlier destined for 
Shabanu Meanwhile, the zamindar 
over-lord and a bigwig in local politics 
casts his eyes on Shabanu and prop¬ 
oses to her father that she be allowed 
to become his fourth wife—he has 
three in his harem with lots of chil¬ 
dren Shabanu’s father readily agrees 
because the alliance will free them 
forever from uncertain existence The 
novel ends with Shabanu riding away 
into the limitless desert wastes to 
assert her freedom—almost certain to | 
end with capture and death j 

What fascinated me moie than the : 
story were the close relations that de¬ 
velop between humans and their 
camels. They are as touching as the 
affection that dog lovers have for their 
pets. The only difference is that while 
a camel will fully reciprocate love 
shown towards it. unlike a dog, if mal¬ 
treated, It will take Its revenge. Chas¬ 
tise a camel and their is a good chance 
that when you come close to it next 
time. It will crush your skull in its 
powerful jaws 


Fttmi gossip 

After Rekha married the business¬ 
man Mukesh Agarwal, her chief rival 
in the film world, Sridevi. was eager to 
outdo her. She received a proposal 
from a handsome business magnate of 
the name of Mr Lai Sndevi turned 
down the proposal without bothering 
to even look at the man When asked 
the reason why she had done so, she 
replied, “I do not wish to be known as 
Sri Devi Lai.” 

(Contributed by V. Shiv Kumar, 
Delhi) • 


WWMV 27 M ^—2 Jim 1 wo 


19 








Diamonds 
and rust 

Will the real Rajiv Gandhi 
please stand up? 

I n 1985, after Rajiv Gandhi won the most stagger¬ 
ing mandate in Indian political history, it seemed 
as though everything had changed. Rajiv, we 
were told, was Prime Mimster of a brave, new 
India that was hurtling towards the 21st century 
In fact, very little had changed. By 1987. when the 
Bofors, HDW and Fairfax scandals had taken their toll, 
the two Aruns had departed and the 21st century had 
ceased to feature in the Prime Minister’s speeches, it 
became clear that the brave, new India was remarkably 
similar to the not-so-brave, old India that Rajiv had 
inhented from his mother 

And by 1989, when the country was ready to vote 
him out of power, it yi'as obvious that when it came to 
Rajiv Gandhi, appearance and reality did not always 
match. 

ODDLY ENOUGH, if the last two months have proved 
anything, it is that appearance differs dramatically from 
reality once again, but this time, the real Rajiv is far 
more likeable than he may appear. 

Publicly, nothing has changed in the 
The favour-seekers throng 
10 Janpath as they used to 7 
Race Course Road. The 
great man’s minions bite 
their tongues to keep from 
referring to him as PM. The 
party’s MPs still rise in Par¬ 
liament to make ill-advised 
interventions castigating 
the government for 
assorted sins, both real and 
imagined. And Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi appears to believe that 
he was right, it was the 
electorate who got it 
wrong. This scenario—fe¬ 
atured incessantly in the 
media—accurately reflects life in the Congress(l) at one 
level What it misses out on is the Rajiv Gandhi factor. 
Rajiv IS an integral part of this scenario and yet, he has 
less and less to do with it 
Though nobody seems to have noticed, Rajiv Gandhi 
has been exceptionally silent during the last eight 
weeks He has spoken only once or twice in Parliament 
and then, his interventions have lacked the smug 
aggression of his speeches during the last session. 

Nor has he tried to hog the limelight, make public 
appearances or address huge rallies. Gone is the Rajiv 
Gandhi who wen', to Snnagar and got into arguments 


with both Jagmohan and Jaswant Singh. Gone also is 
the man who made out that he would have solved the 
Kashmir problem in a matter of days if he was still 
Prime Minister. 

SD, WHERE has Rajiv Gandhi been hiding? 

Inside himself, mostly. 

Friends say that it took two to three months for the 
reality of the 1989 defeat to sink in. Almost till the 
moment when the last result was announced, Rajiv 
believed that the Congress would win the Lok Sabha 
poll. When it did not, he was incredulous,regarding the 
outcome as some kind of freak or aberration. 

It was in this frame of mind that he approached the 
first session of the new Parliament. His advisers told 
him that the government could not last more than six 
months; that with 193 MPs, he led the largest party in 
the Lok Sabha; and that if he hammered away at V P. 
Singh’s regime, he would almost certainly be able to 
knock it over. 

When this strategy backfired on Rajiv and after the 
humiliation of the Assembly elections, he began to 
come to terms with the defeat 

His friends say that not only did he not understand 
why he had lo.st m 1989, he still hadn’t worked out why 
he won in 1984. Instead, he had spent much of his term 
performing on auto pilot, reacting and responding 
rather than innovating or initiating. As things began to 
go wrong, he listened increasingly to those who seemed 
confident and well-versed in the intricacies of political 
intrigue. 

This approach lost him the election. 

NDW, RAJIV must decide if he wants to be his own 
man and less the creature of a cotene of chamchas and 
advisers. Elected because he presented an alternative 

to the old, discredited poli¬ 
ticos, he made the cardinal 
error of becoming one with 
those he was meant to re¬ 
place. He won on a wave of 
hope and optimism because 
he promised to deliver 
change. Perhaps, he did not 
realise this. But by 1989, he 
had become what he once 
opposed. 

There is still enormous 
nostalgia and affection for 
the Rajiv Gandhi of 1985. 
But nobody really misses 
the 1989 avatar. Rajiv has 
to decide whether he can go 
back to the way he once was or whether the events of 
the interverang years have changed him too drastically. 

Indian political history suggests that Oppositions 
don’t win elections: governments lose them. Now that 
V.P. Singh’s honeymoon is over and disillusionment 
has begun to set in, there is a vacuum that anybody 
who seems like a credible alternative can fill. 

At present, Rajiv Gandhi clearly does not fit the bill. 
But what if he changed; if he went back to being bis 
own man? 

It is a prospect that is guaranteed to give V.P. Singh 
many sleepless nights. • 


Congress(I). 
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UNPATRIOTIC? 

Tamil Nadu chief minister Karunanidhi indulges in India-bashing 


M uthuvcl Karunamdhi'j 
logic IS simple if Zail 
Singh could lambast 
the Indian Army for 
storming the Golden 
Temple and the Americans could run 
down their Gls for what they did in 
Vietnam, why can't the chief minister 
of Tamil Naciu fault the fndian Peace 
Keeping Force (IPKF) tor its role in 
Sri Lanka' 

The charges against Karunanidhi 
are endless The Opposition Congres- 
s(l) accu.ses him of being unpatriotic 
and anti-national and preaching and 
supporting separatism He has been 
indulging Tamil guerrillas, especially 
members of the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTF), who fought 
against Indian troops He stayed away 
from a leception for the IPKF at 
Madras harboui, at which the Tamil 
Nadu Governor Dr P C Alexander 
praised it for its good work And when 
Tamil Nadu fishciinen were abducted 
by Tigeis off the coast of the state, he 
justified this by saying that the lisher- 
men were violating Sri Lankan waters 
Karunanidhi. however, remains un¬ 
fazed by these chaiges. He maintains 
that he never meant to show disre¬ 
spect to his country and the army 
when he criticised the IPKF. he was 
only expressing unhappiness at the 
way in which former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi had misused the army. 
And what was wrong 
with expressing his 
views ' Giani Zail Singh, 
as President of India, 
was the supreme com¬ 
mander of the armed 
forces when he conde¬ 
mned Indian soldiers for 
carrying out Operation 
Bluestar m June 1984 

As for the Dravida 
Munnetia Kazhagam's 
(DMK) alleged separat¬ 
ist stance, the Tamil 
Nadu chief minister 
claims that it is a thing of 
the past Ills party no 
longer advocates separ¬ 
atism as It did in the 
Sixties, nor does it sup¬ 
port secessionist groups. 

But such disclaimers 


have not convinced the 
Congress!I)-All India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) It 
points to recent reports that secession¬ 
ist elements are active in Tamil Nadu 
and continue to enjoy state patronage. 
This allegation mav or may not be 
true, but it cannot be denied that the 
Karunanidhi government has been ex¬ 
tending tacit support to such groups by 
not objecting to their activities 
But one charge that Karunanidhi 
definitely cannot deny is being pro- 
LTTE Not when Tamil Tigers freely 
enter Indian waters off the coast of 
Tamil Nadu and even challenge Indian 
customs patrol boats And LTTE 
toughs abduct Indian fishermen for 
poaching' in Sri Lankan waters. 

T he Congiess(l), of course, has 
been very vocal about criticising 
Karunamdhi's stand It has. m tact, 
used him to get at the National Front 
government, Partymenhave raisedthc 
issue 111 both Houses of Parliament 
and attacked the V P. Singh regime 
tor not taking action against the anti- 
India. pro-LTTE' stance of a chief 
minister 

On 7 May, former Union minister 
Dinesh Singh of the Congress pro¬ 
tested in the Lok Sabha against the 
increased LTTE activities off the coast 
of Tamil Nadu. Another MP deman¬ 
ded a statement from Prime Minister 


V P. Singh on Karunamdhi's charge 
that a large number of skeletons were 
discovered in the camps vacated by 
the IPKF in Sri Lanka, (a fact, the 
Tamil Nadu chief minister said, 
pointed to the genocide of Tamils by 
the IPKF) 

P. Chidambaram, former Union 
minister of state for home during 
Rajiv Gandhi's time, wanted to know 
why the National Front government, 
in which the DMK is a partner, chose 
to do nothing about Karunaiidhi's 
anti-IPKF statements, which officers 
like Lt Gen A S Kalkat, who headed 
the IPKF, have taken great exception 
to In the Raiya Sabha, Congress(I) 
members, V, Naiayanaswamy and 
Jayantfil Natarajan, warned of the 
danger to peace in Tamil Nadu “with 
the LTTE men freely moving about 
the coast, armed with AK-47 rifles, 
terrorising the customs and local 
people” 

P ublicly, the V P Singh govern¬ 
ment could do nothing Political 
exigency prevented it from attacking 
Its ally, the DMK So, it maintained a 
stoic silence, despite the numerous 
charges being hurled at Karunanidhi. 
But privately, it decided to get to the 
bottom of the matter and investigate 
the allegations 

In late April, the Union home sec¬ 
retary sent a note to his counterpart 
in Tamil Nadu and the 
director general of 
police, which said that 
the LTTE had estab¬ 
lished links with seces¬ 
sionists in the state and 
that arms were being 
smuggled into Tamil 
Nadu on a large scale 
Then on 6 May, the 
director of the Intelli¬ 
gence Bureau, R.P, 
Joshi visited Madras to 
stujly the LTTE’s activi¬ 
ties, apparently on the 
orders of cabinet secret¬ 
ary Vinod Pande. 

Embarrassed by the 
Union home secretary’s 
note. Karunanidhi tried 
to pass it off as a routine 
gesture on the part of 
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Th« IPKF In Sri Lanka: controvaraM role 


the Centre. He told the 
state Assembly that 
there was nothing un¬ 
usual about the central 
government alerting the 
state administration ab¬ 
out such activities, and 
should not be construed 
as a warning "The 
LTTE IS in full control 
of the North-Eastern 
Province in Sn Lanka 
Karunanidhi pointed 
out, “so why should they 
set up camps in our 
jungles here?" 

In fact, the Tamil 
Nadu chief minister 
drew attention to the 
fact that there were as 
many as 36 training 
camps for Tamil mili¬ 
tants in the state when 
the late Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi had in¬ 
sisted there were none 
"The camps were no 
secret." he said "India 
Today magazine even pub¬ 
lished photographs based on maps 
they had secured from the Research 
and Analysis Wing (RAW) " But, 
Karunanidhi insisted in the state 
Assembly, that there were no such 
camps now, yet he was making no 
such assertions as Mrs Gandhi had 
done. 

A Congress(I) MLA retbrted that 
even such assertions were anti-India. 
For. by affirming that Tamil training 
camps existed m Tamil Nadu rn the 
past, Karunanidhi is only strengthen¬ 
ing Colombo's case against India The 
Sri Lankan government might even be 
tempted to complain to the Interna¬ 


tional Court of Justice, the MLA 
pointed out. 

Karunanidhi now blames RAW for 
trying to create misunderstandings be¬ 
tween the DMK and the National 
Front On 8 May. he told the state 
Assembly that he suspected the coun¬ 
ter-intelligence agency to be behind 
most of the press reports suggesting 
that he was siding with the Tigers, who 
posed a threat to the law and order 
situation in the state Earlier, the 
RAW had tried to generate hostility 
between various Tamil groups in Sri 
Lanka, he said, and now, it was trying 
to create a rift between the Tamil 
Nadu and central governments. 


NIBMAI MlIHA 

Whether the RAW is on his side or 
not, the press certainly is not. News¬ 
papers have blown up the issue into a 
major controversy, say DMK supptir- 
ters. “They will sensationalise any¬ 
thing,” says one. But it is true that 
both the Tamil Nadu and national 
newspapers have been highlighting 
Karunanidhi's ‘anti-patnolic’ stance 
One newspaper referred to a con¬ 
fidential report sent by the state's 
Governor Dr P C. Alexander to the 
Union home ministry, drawing its 
attention to the trend tow.irds mili- 
tance and secessiomsm in the state, 
and pointed out that the DMK was not 
doing enough to check it. Another 
alleged that the LTl'E 
was training DMK 
cadres, a fact that the 
chief minister vehe¬ 
mently denied The only 
political activity that the 
LTTE has engaged in 
Tamil Nadu,was prom¬ 
oting the cause of 
Eelam, said Karuna¬ 
nidhi. 

But nobody, it seems, 
will take him at his 
word. Not even the V.P. 
Singh government— 
even though it chooses 
not to come out against 
Karunanidhi in 
public. • 

tL'KiagwmnSingh/ 
■MaOm 


CONGRESS(I) REACTIONS 



Dtnmiittkt^protesiedagainsi JaywitM Natanjim warned o/ P. ChidanriMratn wanted to 
increased LTTE activities off the danger of having Tigers know why the NF chose to do 

the Tamil Nadu coast roaming freely in the state nothing about the CM’s stand 
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NEWSWATCH 


Shadow-boxing 

Nobody really knows how to tackle the ULFA menace—but 

all blame the AGP 


T he four-and-a-half year old 
Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) government of 
Assam is caught between 
the devil and the deep sea 
On one side it has the United Libera¬ 
tion Front of Assam (ULFA), a seces¬ 
sionist and underground organisa¬ 
tion of armed militants, and, on the 
other, the Union govemment, which 
has held out veiled threats of in- 
teiVening in Assam, if the state gov¬ 
ernment failed to contain the ULFA. 
The militants, who are demanding a 
sovereign state of Assam, have en¬ 
trenched themselves in the Brahma¬ 
putra valley and have struck terror 
among businessmen by extorting 
money and carrying out selective kill¬ 
ings. But It was in April that the 
ULFA shot into national prominence 
after it allegedly gunned down busi¬ 
ness tycoon Surrendra Paul. 

Union home minister Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed went on a two- 
day visit to Assam (5-6 May) to take 
part in a meeting of the Committee of 
Ministers for the Economic Develop¬ 
ment of the North-eastern Region, but 
his real concern was the law and order 
situation in the state. During his stay, 
the Mufti told chief minister Prafulla 
Kumar Mahanta and his Cabinet col¬ 
leagues that the Centre viewed the 
situation—arising out of 
the ULFA’s growing in¬ 
fluence—to be alarm¬ 
ing. He wanted the state 
government to act firm¬ 
ly, and immediately. 

Moreover, the Mufti did 
not stop at that. He cal¬ 
led a meeting of senior 
government officials and 
^scussed with them the 
ways of toning up the § 
law and order machin-| 
ery and went on to make § 
suggestions that could— ^ 
if the state government ^ 
chose to—be inter¬ 
preted as the Centre’s 
interference in matters 
that were strictly the 
state’s responsibility 



MUm MOHAMMAD SAYEED 

- . I 

Advocating a tough stand. Wants the 
state government to act fast. 

Some of the countermeasures Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed proposed to tack¬ 
le the ULFA included: 

• Setting up grievance committees, 
comprising prominent citizens m the 
affected (hstiicts. 

• Mobilisation of youths to politically 
defuse the “fear psychosis” 


• Identification of people in the state 
administration who are supporting the 
extremists. 

• Mobilising the members of the All 
Assam Students’ Union (AASU) to 
campaign against the ULFA. 

• And the holding of another all¬ 
party meeting (the previous one was 
held m March) to work out an action 
plan to fight terronsm. 

The Mufti had his own leasons for 
upbraiding the AGP government, a 
constituent of the National Front ^ 
(NF), in closed-door discussions, 
though he gave it a clean chit in press 
conferences held in Guwahati. The 
Mufti’s hands are already full with an 
uprising in Kashmir and unabating ter¬ 
rorism in Punjab. Another insurgency 
gaining momentum in the sensitive 
plains of Assam at this point of time 
would be disastrous for the Mufti’s 
reputation. He has the Congress(I) 
and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
to contend with in Parliament. "While 
the Opposition has persistently de¬ 
manded the dismissal of the AGP gov¬ 
ernment, primarily to embarrass the 
National Front, the BJP, which is 
committed to upholding the interests 
of the business community in Assam, 
has raised similar demands, despite 
being an ally of the NF at the national 
level. 

T he surest way for 
Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed to commit poli¬ 
tical hara-kiri would be 
to succumb to political 
pressure and recom¬ 
mend President’s Rule 
in the state. Observers 
in the state feel that the 
problem posed by the 
ULFA is socio-political 
in nature and any 
attempt to dislodge the 
government would only 
widen the emotional gap 
that already exists be¬ 
tween the Assamese and 
the rest of India. “Presi¬ 
dent’s Rule will only 



PRAfOILLA KUMAR MAHANTA 


Has to delicately negotiate the problem posed by the ULFA. Needs to 
take action, immediately. 
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^ make things worse. The AGP, the 
AASU and the ULFA would then 
merge and make the problem insur¬ 
mountable,” says former chief minis¬ 
ter and the state Janata Dal chief 
Golap Borbora. Agrees Hiteshwar 
Saikia, president of the Assam 
Pradesh Congress(I) committee and 
former chief minister. “President's 
Rule will not be able to deliver the 
goods.” 

While the Mufti has ruled out nego¬ 
tiations with the ULFA, so long as 
they continue to wield the gun and 
demand a sovereign state of Assam, 
pohtical leaders in the state arc not 
quite sure of the rationale behind the 
pre-condition. The Mufti’s recom¬ 
mendations indicate that the Centre’s 
assessment of the situation in the state 
is based on the belief that the AGP 
government will bend over backwards 
to toe the line it lays down Moreover, 
it also assumes that ULFA extremists 
^ are thnving on a fear psychosis. State 
polittcal leaders, however, suggest 
that the ULFA enjoys the people’s 
support at the grassroots level and has 
the sympathies of a section of the 
Assamese intelligentsia Even the trib- 
als such as the Bodos and the KLarbis 
do not see the ULFA in the same light 
as the National parties do and the 
state’s fairly large Bengali popula¬ 
tion—Hindus and Muslims alike—are 
hesitant to buy the idea that the 
ULFA activists are merely a bunch of 
gun-toting criminals. 

The fact IS that in upper Assam, the 
ULFA, together with its frontal orga¬ 
nisation, the Asom Jatiya Unnayan 
Panshdd (AJUP), has launched popu¬ 
lar programmes such as the building of 
loads, setting up of libraries, introduc¬ 
tion o1 collective and modern techni¬ 
ques of farming; It IS closing down liq 
uor vends and video parlours,holding 
public trials and punishing people foi 
liotli minor and .serious offences. To 
generate employment, it is encourag¬ 
ing handicrafts and cottage industries, 
and IS trying to resuscitate traditional 
art forms to bring about a cultural 
revival. All this has made the ULFA a 
household name in the villages, where 
Its activists move about freely and 
virtually run a parallel administration 
that has, in many ways, become more 
acceptable to the people than the 
government machinety 

I t is because of this undercurrent of 
popular sympathy that no political 
party is prepared to denounce the 
ULFA categorically and all seem to be 
ambivalent in their attitude towards 


the organisation. Most political lead¬ 
ers including Saikia. and the state unit 
of the BJP, suggest that the AGP 
should immediately begin a dialogue 
with the ULFA, though nobody seems 
to have any concrete plan of action to 
offer. They all blame the AGP for 
having let the ULFA grow, but in the 
same breath add that the problem 
cannot be solved by strongarm admi¬ 
nistrative measures 

What is interesting, if not intri- 
gumg. IS that while the Congress(I) 
high command is stridently demanding 
tough measures against the ULFA, 
Hiteshwar Saikia strikes a distinctly 
different note When asked to com¬ 
ment on the activities of the militants, 
the APCC(I) chief told Sunday in an 
interview on 8 May. “There is no point 
in condemning the ULFA simply be¬ 
cause It IS resorting to violence The 


Russian and Chinese revolutions— 
both violent phases in history—were 
hailed by all progressive people More 
recently, the mob frenzy that led to 
the assassination of Romanian presi¬ 
dent Nicolae Ccausescu and the 
formation of a new government in the 
streets of Bucharest, has been wel- 
cemed by the whole world The 
U LFA’s activities must also be seen in 
that light—as a form of protest " 
Like the Assam Congress(I). the 
stete unit of the BJP, too,takes a stand 
that does not strictly conform to the 
thinking of the party’s central lead¬ 
ership In a paper on the Assam 
problem, the BJP’s state unit has 
attributed the rise of the ULFA to the 
state's economic deprivation and has 
urged the Centre to take measures to 
heal the Assamese psyche. What is 
more significant is that the local party 


unit has, while criticising theULFA’s 
secessionist stand, advocated the hold¬ 
ing of talks with the organisation, and 
without any preconditions, if neces¬ 
sary. 

But no matter what the state units 
of the two parties might say. both the 
Congress(l) and the B.iP high com¬ 
mand have been consistently attacking 
Mahanta for having failed to protect 
the lives and property of Assam’s 
Hindi-speaking people. But there is 
no way the ULFA can'be faulted for 
being paranoid against any commun¬ 
ity. According to police and political 
sources, the ULFA has killed 'M 
people since its inception 10 years ago 
A few more killings, including that ;>f 
Surrendra Paul, for which the UL*^^ 
has not claimed responsibility, have 
also been attributed to the organisa¬ 
tion But of the 94 confirmed ULFA 


victims, 73 arc said to be Assamese 
Argues a senior AGP leader “When 
the majority of the victims arc 
Assamese, the charge that the Hindi- 
speaking community is under any spe¬ 
cial threat does not hold water ” 
The discernible pattern in the 
ULFA’s operations is that it is striking 
at a class rather than at any commun¬ 
ity. According to Golam Osmani, 
leader of the United Minorities Front 
(UMF), which champions the cause of 
the Muslims and the Bengali Hindus- 
“They (the activities of the ULFA) are 
directed against big businessmen and 
not the minorities ” This class- 
orientation in the ULFA's stiategy is 
probably what endears it to the Com¬ 
munist Party of India (CPI) In a 
statement issued on U) May. the state 
unit of the CPI said; “The ULFA has 
declared its objective as the establish- 
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ment of scientific socialism in Assam ” 
The statement added; “The ULFA 
has also raised certain political issues 
which need serious consideration 
The state government should initi¬ 
ate talks with the ULFA without any I 
precondition ” j 

Likewise, the Naxalites, belonging I 
to the Vinod Mishra faction, look j 
upon the ULFA as a fraternal force, 
though they do not support its seces¬ 
sionist demand. In fact, the CPI(ML) 
has declared that ii is not averse to 
)oint programmes with the ULFA in 
Its struggle against the Indian ruling 
classes 

The CPI(M), however, takes a 
more cautious view Nandadulal 
Talukdai, secietary of the CPI(M)’s 
state secretariat, told Sunday that his 
party was against terrorism and did 
not approve of the ULFA's activities 
But even Talukdar's criticism was not 
without i|ualifications He felt that the 
exploitation of Assam by the capital¬ 
ists, the backwardness of the region, 
rising unemployment and the failure 
of the AGP government to fulfil its 
promises have forced a .section of the 
Assamese youths on the path of ter¬ 
rorism 

Janata Dal’s Golap Borbora, too, 
feels that the AGP’s non-performance 
on the economic and social fronts has 
created conditions favourable for the 
flLFA In a state with little or no 
developmental activities, militants 
with populist progiammes are likely to 
win the people's sympathy, he feels 
Though he does not suggest an all-out 
administrative offensive against the 
ULFA, Borbora nevertheless feels 
that the AGP must act against indi¬ 
viduals involved in terrorism and also 
improve the state s economic profile 
"You must show the stick first before 
you dangle the carrot." he says. 

W hile national political parties, 
including the BJP, tend to be 
hesitant in their approach to the 
ULFA, important regional forces 
seem to be sympathetic, if not parti¬ 
san. in their attitude 

After the visit of the Union home 
minister, who has committed the Cen¬ 
tre and the state government to a 
hardline stand by declaring that the 
LILF-A must abjure violence before 
talks can begin, the AGP executive 
met on V May and came out strongly 
against the militants. Home minister 
Bhrigu Kumar Phukan told Siinday 
on 12 May that 1,5 battalions of central 
security forces have already arrived in 
Assam and that the state administra- 


I he ULFA has more 
friends than enemies 
and enjoys 
considerable 
manoeuvrability. But 
the government 
seems to be running 
out of options 


tion has been ordered to step up 
anti-LILFA operations “We are confi¬ 
dent of defusing the situation The 
police has been told to make arrests 
whenever cases are reported.” says 
Phukan 

But does the state police have the 
will to fight the Ul-FA'^ Claims an 
MLA “Assamese police officers have 
confided in me that the state force is 
reluctant to take on the ULFA " 
Moreover, an important AGP leader 
makes no bones about his party’s links 
with the extremists “They took part 
in the Assam agitation, many of their 
leaders arc known to us, and there is 


no point in denying that local AGP 
leaders and "workers often intervene 
when ULFA acitivists are arrested ’’ 

“Why blame the AGP alone,’’ 
added the leader, who refused to be 
named. “The intellectuals have not so 
far uttered a word against the ULFA. 
the vice-chancellor of Guwahati Uni¬ 
versity shielded them when the police 
went to make arrests some time back, 
the Assam Sahitya Sabha gave recog¬ 
nition to the ULFA by allowing it to 
put up buntings in one of its semi¬ 
nars," he levealed. Will all this sym¬ 
pathy disappear overnight simply be¬ 
cause the Centre and the state govern¬ 
ment cry “out damned spot" every 
time they see the ULFA on the map of 
Assam? 

Add to this underlying nevus, the 
soft-corner that the AASU, the 
Bodos, and the Karbis have for the 
extremists, and the balance tilts de¬ 
cisively in favour ot the ULFA 
AASU president Atui Bora and 
general secretary Samujial Bhat- 
tacharya vehemently deny that the 
student body has any links with the 
ULFA but they sympathise with the 
militants nevertheless “The loot 
cause behind the rise of the ULFA 
must be identified,” emphasises 
Bhattacharya, while Bora feels that 
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' the sense of alienation—shared by 
most Assamese—arising from econo¬ 
mic deprivation and demographic dis¬ 
tortions must be removed, if the ex¬ 
tremists are to be tackled ‘it is not a 
law and order issue and repressive 
measures will not help,” cautions 
Bora The AASU wants the govern¬ 
ment to bring the LILFA to the 
negotiating table and find a solution 
through peaceful means 
The Bodos. who are at the receiving 
end of the AG P's repressive mea¬ 
sures, because of the ABSU’s (All 
Bodo Students Union) demand for a 
separate Bodo state, would tactically 
side with the ULFA as long as it 
remains a thorn in the AGP’s flesh 
B K Basumatary. MLA and chair¬ 
man of the United Tribal National 
Liberation Front (UTNLF), feels that 
the ULFA, despite being predomi¬ 
nantly Assamese in its composition, 
has done nothing brazenly anti-Bodo 
^ so far In fact, he points out that one 
of the key persons responsible for 
organising a Bodo massacre last year 
has been executed by the ULFA 
Moreover, the ULFA has sent feelers 
to the ABSU, and if the two organisa¬ 
tions arrive at an understanding, the 
ULFA will be able to check the 
government's moves 

If Basumatary reflects the thinking 
of a section of the Bodos, Dr Jayanta 
Rangpi, chief executive of the Karbt 
Anglong distnet council and a leader 
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Most leaders say that dialogues should begin, but few have any concrete plan 

of action to offer 


of the Autonomous State Demand 
Committee (ASDC), feels that the 
ULFA’s agitation has a number of 
positive aspects to it. First, Rangpi 
feels that, unlike the Assam move¬ 
ment, the ULFA's activities are not 
directed against any particular com¬ 
munity Secondly, it is striking at 
rapacious businessmen who form the 
social base of the BJP in the state. 
And. finally, It has shaken the big tea 
companies which earn crores of rupees 
from Assam but do not plough back 
the profits 

A t this juncture, the ULFA 
appears to have more friends 
than enemies While the ULFA en¬ 
joys considerable leeway and man¬ 
oeuvrability even m respect of its 
fundamental demand of a sovereign 
Assam (which seems to be an unrealis- 
able dream at the moment), the cen¬ 
tral and the state governments sud¬ 
denly find themselves running out of 
options after having taken the people 
for granted during the last 40 years 

While the Assamese have grown 
increasingly suspicious of Delhi's com¬ 
mitment to the development of the 
state and the solution of its demog¬ 
raphic problems, the democratic op¬ 
tions have been systematically frit¬ 
tered away by the Centre and the 
state. When national political parties 
became redundant in the late Seven¬ 
ties and the early Eighties under 
Assam’s highly regional and nativist 
political compulsions, the leaders of 
the Assam movement had emerged as 
the only alternative 

‘‘.But they have failed to deliver. 
The present AGP leaders betrayed the 
movement by entering into a pact with 
the Centre in 1985. None of the 
problems against which the movement 


was launched has been solved the 
AGP leaders have, as a result, lost 
their credibility and there is a political 
vaccum in the state,” says Nibaran 
Bora, a former socialist and a friend of 
railway minister George Fernandes 
He also chides the National Front “If 
the new government was serious about 
solving the problems of Assam, it 
would not have appointed Devi Lai— 
a man who has no notion of the com¬ 
plexities of the state as someone 
in-charge of the northeast ” 

With the business and the industrial 
lobby sending out frantic SOS signals 
the Centre has decided to use the 
AGP as Its cat’s paw in stabilising the 
situation in Assam, but faces a Hob¬ 
son’s choice If It deploys the security 
forces to flush out the ULFA activists, 
atrocities are bound to be committed 
on innocent people If it allows the 
situation to drift, the ULFA will 
further consolidate itself There is a 
third, and a more covert, option, 
howevei, by which the Centre and the 
AGP could tame the ULFA. they 
might sponsor ethnic groups to com- 
munalise the issue and run down the 
militants And that process may have 
already begun a number of tribal 
outfits such as those of the Mishings, 
the Ahoms, and the Tribal Volunteer 
Force have mushroomed in the recent 
past as counterpoise to the ULFA. 
But whatever the strategy the Centre 
may adopt, the politics of Assam is 
sure to become explosive in the six 
months before the Assembly elections 
due in December this year. 

The time, it seems, has come when 
the Centre must pay a price for its past 
sins and the Mufti is likely to become 
the villain of the piece—due to no real 
fault of his own though—in a highly 
complex and surcharged political 
drama. • 
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STRENGTHS 


• At a time when all politicians are suspect In 
the eyes of the people, Jyotl Basu Is perhaps the 
only leader who enjoys a high credibility and an 
impeccable image. 

• He controls a sizeable number of members in 
Parliament—at least 26. This is a crucial factor 
now that no single party has an absolute 
malority in Parliament. 

• Jyotl Basu has complete control over the 
powerful unit of the CPI(M) in West Bengal. 

• The West Bengal chief minister is gifted with a 
rare political foresight. He predicted the down¬ 
fall of the Congress(l) as early as in 1988 and 
pressed for Opposition unity. He could even 
gauge that the BJP would emerge as a major 
political force and urged Opposition leaders to 
go along with the BJP to oust the Congress 
from the Centre. 

• Basu is the symbol of the Indian left. And 
nobody within the CPI(M) has either the charis¬ 
ma or the clout to upstage him. 

• Since Jyotl Basu played a key role in the 
installation of V.P. Singh as the Prime Minister, 
he has the power to pull him down. 


THE MARXISI 


November 1987: Darjeeling woi in 
flames. West Bengal chief minister 
Jyotl Basu had rushed to New Delhi to 
meet the Prime Minister A prior 
appointment had been fixed and Basu 
had been told the PM would meet him 
on 16 November. On the promi'^ed 
I day, Basu first met the then home 
minister Buta Singh and then a few 
other central ministers But there wtu' 
no call from the Prime Minister's 
Offue (PMO), which was supposed to 
have given him the exact time of the 
meeting The next day, too. there was 
no word from the PMO And after 
waiting ihi whole day, Basu took the 
late evening jlight bat A to C 'alcutta It 
war a quiet departure But Basu had 
been humiliated Here wa.'t a chief 
minister who could not even meet the 
PM. 


I West Bengal chief 
minister Jyoti Basu 
emerges as the 
new power-centre 
in Delhi 

i 

! April 1990: The Gorkhaland problem 
\ has long been resolved The mood in 
West Bengal is upbeat as industrialists 
are finally talking about investing in the 
stale. And the Left Front seems set to 
rule the state for ever. Chief minister 
Jyott Basu flies to Delhi to attend a 


three-day CPI(M) politburo meeting 
On the last day of the meeting, he calls 
up the PMO. A few hours later, he is 
lunching with the Prime Minister. La¬ 
ter that afternoon, Basu drops in at the 
finance ministry to meet finance minis¬ 
ter Madhu Dandavate to talk about the 
many things he wants done. Dandavate 
assures him they will be done. In the 
evening, Basu holds a press conference 
to assure everyone that the government 
is secure and that it has the uncon¬ 
ditional support of the left. After that 
he drives down to the airport with an 
I official escort, passes through the VIP 
gate and directly boards a giant Airbus 
300, waiting to take off for Calcutta. It 
IS a qiuet departure. But as Basu sits 
back to tighten his seat belt, he cannot 
but retrospect with a certain satisfac¬ 
tion. 
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WEAKNESSES 


• Despite his clout, Jyoti Basu is not the 
undisputed leader of the left parties. Within his 
own party—the CPI(M)—too, Basu’s power to 
take decisions has been largely circumscribed 
by the politburo. 

• He lacks a national image. He is largely a 
regional leader promoting regional interests. 
Though Basu is a front-ranking leader of the 
CPI(M), he does not have much say In the affairs 
of the party in Kerala, where the Marxists are 
ruling. He is completely dependent on his party 
base in Bengal. 

• Since communism no longer holds much 
appeal for large sections of the people, Basu 

, and his comrades have not been able to make 

much headway. Moreover, the CPI(M) has not 
been able to come up with radically new slogans 
to woo the masses. 

• Although the left parties collectively have a 
respectable number of MPs, their number is not 
decisive. In the event of a realignment of 
political forces at the national level, Basu and 
the left could well be left out in the cold. 





KINGMAKER 


T he wheel has indeed turned. 

Jyoti Basu’.s air-conditioned 
office in Calcutta’s mon- 
soon-stained Writers’ Build¬ 
ings IS no longer the cubby¬ 
hole of a provincial satrap. It is a 
Dower-centre whose influence stretch¬ 
es 1,300 kilometres away, where 
national policies are made and deci¬ 
sions taken. The days of Basu as a 
mere chief minister aie over Events,' 
circumstances and consummate poli¬ 
tical skill have thrust Basu, in his 
September years, to a position of un¬ 
paralleled power in the country. He is 
the new kingmaker, the hhadralok in 
his impeccably starched dhoti, leaving 
behind the tramlined streets and trans¬ 
cending panchayut politics to meddle 
for the first time in affairs that could 
shape the future of the nation. 


Among the first people to recognise 
the new power-centre are the coun¬ 
try’s industrialists, who are congregat¬ 
ing to pay their respects A line' to 
Jyoti Basu has become a must for all 
serious players in the Indian corporate 
scene A phone call from Jyoti Basu to 
any ministry today is as much ol an 
order as one from deputy prime minis¬ 
ter Devi Lai or Chandra Shekhar 
Even those industrialists who have no 
plans to invest in Bengal are making 
suie that they establish good relations 
with the chief minister 

In New Delhi, Basu is treated on 
par with the new set of rulers No! just 
appointments, but demands too are 
honoured. The ease with which the 
I long-overdue Rs 3,000-crore Haldia 
petrochemical project and the Soviet 
I credit for the Bakreshwar power plant 


were cleared is proof of Basu’s new¬ 
found clout The Centre has approved 
several other smaller ventures, includ¬ 
ing a Rs LSO-croie electronic tele¬ 
phone equipment manufacturing pro¬ 
ject, a Mdhanagar Nigam for Calcutta 
telephones and a major Reliance po- 
lyster filament yarn project Prime 
Minister Vishwanath Pratap Singh has 
promised speedy decisions on a num¬ 
ber of other matters including the set¬ 
ting up ol an Intei-Siates Council de¬ 
manded by Basu to sort out Centre- 
state problems 

The importance of being Basu was 
apparent even before the election of 
the National Front government At 
that time, both the Congress(I) and 
the Opposition had realised that there 
was a strong possibility of neither 
group emerging as the single largest 
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The communist ami 
the capitalist 

The Basu-Ambani friendship seems to have 
survived even after Haldia 


J s Jyoti Basu trying to bail out the 
Ambanis? This intriguing ques¬ 
tion has become a matter of endless 
speculation in West Bengal. Basu 
has, however, succeeded in sides¬ 
tepping the issue every time it has 
been raised. On 10 May this year, 
when a Socialist Unity Centre of 
India (SUa) MLA, Debaprasad 
Sarkar, raised the matter in the 
state Assembly, the chief minister 
replied that the question of the Left 
Front government giving economic 
and political rehaMlitation to the 


Ambaitis did not arise. If they had 
committed any irremlarities, it was 
for the Centre to deal with them, 
he added. 

Basu tried to make out that what 
mattered to him and the West 
Bengal government was the Amba- 
nts’ capacity to invest in large 
mdustnal projects in the state. He 
said that there was nothing wrong 
itriftyiting the Ambanis to Bengal, 
aa had been done in the case of the 
Ambanis’ polyester filament yarn 
Borjora (Bankura). The 
ati^eot was unassailable. But it 
.Ignored tfae key question: did 
Bbsu's interwt go beyond getting 
^ Ambanis to invest in West 
Bengal? 

. Union finance ministry officials 
are of the view that there is more to 
the Basu-Ambani relationship. 
They say that the Bengal chief 
minister is distmeUy soft pa the 


Ambanis and has indirectly tried to 
help thenroqt on a few occasions. 
While these charges are still unsub¬ 
stantiated, there can be no denying 
that Jyoti Basu and Dbirubbai 
Ambani do have warm <retations. 

This started sometime last year 
when Dhirubhai sent a message to 
Basu requesting a meeting. The 
two men met in Delhi at Dhir- 
ubhai’s Taj Mahal Hotel (Man 
Singh Road) suite for dinner. Peo¬ 
ple close to the Ambanis say that 
the two men got along well. 

Thereafter, Mukesh 
Ambani arrived in Cal¬ 
cutta with a proposal to 
implement the main 
cracker unit of the Hal¬ 
dia petrochemical com¬ 
plex. R.P. Goenka, the 
original promoter, was 
furious and felt that the 
Ambanis had done him 
out of the project. As it 
turned out, a number of 
industrialists, including 
Rahul Bajaj, Viren 
Shah, the Mittals, 

etc., came sniffing for a share of 
the Haldia cake and, eventually, 
not the Ambanis but the Tata’s 
Darbari Seth got the contract. 

But the Basu-Ambani friendship 
obviously survived Haldia. The 
Ambanis agreed to move into 
Bankura with a filament yam pro¬ 
ject when one of the Birlas backed 
out. The two men met again during 
veteran CPI(M) leader B.T. Rana- 
dive’s funeral in Bombay. It was 
during this meeting that Ambani is 
reported to have requested Basu to 
put in a good word with V.P, Singh 
on the Larsen & Toubro case, 
Ambani, reportedly, said he was 
willing to step down from the L&T 
board but he did not want to be 
humiliated by the government. 
Thereafter. Basu is said to have 
taken this compromise formula to 
V.P. Singh and got it accepted.. •• 



party in the Lok Sabha. In such a 
scenario, every Prime Minister appa¬ 
rent had calculated that the left with 
Its 40-odd assured Lok Sabha seats 
could play a crucial role Even 
Rajiv Gandhi, who had time and again 
huimliated Basu, began wooing the 
bhadralok communist It is quite 
another thing that Rajiv was a little 
too late—the Indian political scene 
might have been quite different if Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi’s judgement of Basu had 
been a little more astute. At any rate. 
It was V P. Singh, who most stre¬ 
nuously courted the ‘old man’ from 
West Bengal. 

V P Singh, in retrospect, had 
judged brilliantly. This was obvious 
the moment the election results began 
pouring in 1’he Congress(I) was los¬ 
ing but the National Front was not 
winning The popular verdict was 
ambiguous. It could at best be inter¬ 
preted as a popular vote for the 
Opposition in general, and not for any 
one opposition group. The National 
Front consequently emerged as a 
minority with 1.50-odd seats. The BJP 
with Its 88 seats became a powerful 
Opposition factor. Within the National 
Front, in particular the Janata Dal, 
there were powerful undercurrents of 
rivalry. Devi Lai, with his BJP friends, 
toyed with the heady idea of being 
Prime Minister So did the Thakur MP 
from Ballia, Chandra Shekhar. 

Basu was in Calcutta when the 
agency tickers and Prannoy Roy’s TV 
bulletins were flashing news of the poll 
results Even before the counting was 
over, he began receiving frantic mes¬ 
sages from Vishwanath Pratap Singh, 
requesting his presence in New OeUii. 
On 27 November, Basu flew to New 
Delhi. When newsmen mobbed him at 
Calcutta airport, the chief minister 
was non-committal and insisted that 
any decision on the new government 
would have to be taken by his party, 
the CPl(M), as a whole. But Basu had 
secretly made up his mind. He wanted 
V.P. Singh and nobody else. 

At the time the Delhi police’s spe¬ 
cial branch was beginning to position 
policemen at the previously un¬ 
guarded National Front office near 
Kanishka Hotel, Basu was huddled 
with senior CPI(M) and National 
Front leaders discussing tactics. V.P. 
Singh also dropped in at the CPI(M) 
office before proceeding to BJP presi¬ 
dent L.K. Advani’s house for discus¬ 
sions. At that time, no one was sure 
who would be PM. Many felt that the 
obvious choice was the old Jat from 
Haryana, Devi Lai, who had the sup- 
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port of the BJP but was a man with 
little experience of running the central 
government. It was at this juncture 
that Basu stepjjed in. He met Devi Lai 
and Chandia Shekhar and put forward 
the thesis that V.P. Singh was the only 
leader with a national image—and, at 
any rate, the only leader the left was 
prepared to support. Devi Lai saw 
reason but Chandra Shekhar did not. 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh, all the 
same, became Prime Minister. Rajiv 
Gandhi had to bow out from the Delhi 
durbar Basu had won his first victory. 

D ecember 1989 will remain a 
watershed in Jyoti Basu's life, the 
high point of a tortuous political 
career that has spanned more than 
four long decades And Basu has 
fought, manoeuvred and trudged all 
the way In many ways, it has been a 
remarkable journey- -from very petty 
bourgeois beginnings, schooling in 
Calcutta’s St Xavier's College and 
training as a barrister in the Inns of 
London. Basu learnt his Marxism in 
England under the tutelage of Krishna 
Menon and others. That finished his 
legal career and pushed him into the 
tumult of West Bengal politics Basu 
and the late Ratan Lai Brahmin from 
Darjeeling were the first two com¬ 
munist mLAs to be elected to the 
state Assembly, dominated in those 
days by the legendary Congress chief 
minister Dr B.C. Roy 
In the 1950s, Basu was the sole 
voice of Opposition in Bengal politics. 


The thin, bespectacled barrister- 
turned-communist acquired a stature 
well beyond his actual standing m the 
undivided Communist Party of India 
(CPI) of those years. Even at that 
time, Basu was something of an 
anomaly He clearly revelled in par¬ 
liamentary democracy, understood 
the system and did not seem to believe 
that objective conditions in the coun¬ 
try called for armed insurrection or 
that radical change could be achieved 
by appropriating the propertied clas¬ 
ses Ills views were regarded with a 
great deal of suspicion within his 
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party But he was not an establish¬ 
ment man. He sided with the CPI 
faction which was more pro-China 
and, along with the late Pramode 
Dasgupta and others, broke away 
from the parent party in 1964 to form 
the Communist Party of India (Marx¬ 
ists) (.’PI(M) 

The division of the Communist Par¬ 
ty gave a fillip to Basu’s career At one 
time, a powerful taction had wanted to 
sideline, if not expel, Basu from the 
party, but by the mid-1960s, the ’par¬ 
liamentary’ communist had become 
indispensable for the party He was 
the human face of the party, the 
bhadralok acceptable to the articulate 
and politically aggressive middle class 
Bengalis 1 le was no rabble-rouser, no 
trade union tyrant or conspiratorial 
cleik .soaked m Marxism-Leninism, 
determined to exterminate capitalists 
and every man of property On the 
contrary, Basu was always civilised; he 
was also quintessentially Bengali, 
complete with spotless dhoti and a 
scrubbed middle class air. People were 
prepared to listen to this communist 
because he directed his anger against 
the injustices of the Centre, the Con¬ 
gress and the entrenched, unrespon¬ 
sive establishment. He did not talk 
about hanging the evil capitalists or 
bringing down the system, at least at 
the present historical juncture 

In retrospect, Basu and his powerful 
CPl(M) comrades had begun articu¬ 
lating a very real, deep-seated but 
largely unspoken Bengali grouse. But 
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The l^ngress(l) 
connection 

Rajiv Gandhi continues to woo 
Jyoti Basil 


W est Bengal Congressmen are 
convinced that their leader, 
Rajiv Gandhi, is still trying to win 
over Jyoti Basu and is maintaining 
links with him. Otherwise, the 
Congressmen argue, nothing cm 
explain why Rajiv Gandhi is not 
keen on taking on the Marxists in 
Bengal. He has almost deliberately 
let the Bengal unit of his party drift 
without direction. While A.B.A. 
Ghani Khan Chowdhury remains 
the president of the West Bengal 
Pradesh Congress(I) Committee 
(WBPCC-I), he has no real power. 
Rajiv Gandhi seems neither in¬ 
terested in backing Ghani Khan 
nor in appointing an effective, au¬ 
thoritative chief of the Bengal unit. 
Privately, Bengal Congre8s(l) 

, leaders di^ose that Basu and Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi have secretly conferred 
in recent days. Apart from face-to- 
face meetings, Basu is believed to 
have several channels to the Con- 
«Ms(I) leadership. One of them is 
OPi(hl) poiitburo member Har- 
kiShen Singh Surjeet, who has ex¬ 
tremely cordial relations with for¬ 
mer AICCfl) ^eral secretary 
K.N, Singh (who, incidmitally, was 
a emiununist in his youth). Jyoti, 
Basu's entrepreneur son is also 
rt^KWted to be friends with Buta 
Stegh’s son and with Mahmashtra 
ptnef minister Sharad Pawar. Oian- 
. diui Basu is preparing to set up a 
r, assail industrial unit in Maharam- 
and Pawar has been in- 
ft^t^mdental in getting it cleared. 

Rajiv Gandhi’s reason behind 
< wooing Basu is fairly simple. He ; 
knows that the National Front gov¬ 
ernment under Prime Mtmster 
Y,P, Sii^ is tottery and is bound 
‘ hr cPilapse if die communists ted by 
.. Basp withdraw their support. The 
' (^'greu(I) leadership also 
'^vesthstJlasaismoreibanaiittle ^ 
disamicrfnted with V.P,. and I 
odul^ decide fo pull the ‘from I 


under the Prime Minister’s feet. 
On the other hand, Jyoti Basu loo 
knows that V.P. Singh depends on 
him and perhaps by skillfully play¬ 
ing the Congress(I) card, he could 
extract far greater concessions 
from the Centre, 

At the same time, Basu does not 
have great personal regard for Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi. The Bengal chief 
minister has, perhaps, never for¬ 
gotten Rajiv Gang’s _ 

intemperate remarks 
during the 1987 West 
Bengal election cam- 
paign, when the then 
Prime Minister had de- 
risively referred to the ‘ 

Marxist chief minister as ' 

an “old man”^ fit only for 
retirement. Basu had 
angrily reparteed that he 
woulo see that Rajiv 
Gandhi retired before . ^ 
him. And that is exactly , 
the way it has turned 
out- Rajiv Gandhi bad 
seriously underesti- 
mated the power and 
doggedness of Benge’s 
charismatic communist. 

However, Basu is an astute 

K litidan who does not believe in 
ting persona] dislikes doud 
objective judgements. He is ]pre- 
pared to play ball up to a pc^t— 
just like he did before the 1989 
^eral elections. 

As it turned out, Basu played 
along but did not fall for Rajiv 
GandM’s synthetic charm. Basu 
knew he had far more to gain by 
supporting the National Frcmt at a 
time when the nationa mood was 
distinctly afflti“CQngress(I). Today, 
Basu knows he holds a trump card. 
But he is not going to play it in a 
buny. Even Ifrime Minister V.P, 
Singh would do well to match Jyoti 
Saw and not take ttim for granted. 


their course was moderate Unlike the 
faction led by people like Charu 
Ma^umdar. who broke away in the 
late l%()s to launch the Naxalite 
movement under the banner of the 
Communist Party ol India (Marxist- 
Lenimst). CPI-ML, Basu felt that 
the Indian state was too strong to be 
taken head on He appears to have 
favouied the acquisition of power 
thiough electoral coups, tactical 
alli.inces and covert infiltration of all 
vital institutions, including the police, 
the juditiarv and the government As 
It turned out, Basu's method pre¬ 
vailed The radicals—the Naxaliles— 
were wiped out And when the 
CPI(M) and its Left Front allies were 
swept into power in 1977. Basu was 
the natural choice for the chief minis¬ 
tership 

T here is another, lesser known, side 
to Jyoti Basu—the dark side of the 
charismatic persona This comprises 


Rajiv GmmM wHh Jyoti Bsm: kMpiiv 
thair option* opon 

his ruthlessness, his inability to forgive 
a slur or humiliation and a Machiavel¬ 
lian mind Two of Basu’s most signifi¬ 
cant victories can be attributed to 
these qualities The first occasion was 
in the late 1960s when the Bangla 
Congress leader Ajoy Mukherjee in¬ 
vited Basu to join his United Front 
government as deputy chief minister. 
Mukherjee had seriously underesti¬ 
mated Basu and was later to weep 
when he was deposed, the Bangla 
Congress annihilated and the CPI(M) 
in total command of state politics. The 
Naxalite years and Siddhartha Shank¬ 
ar Ray’s six-year rule constituted a 
dark period for Basu and the CPI(M). 
But it was a period of consolidation 
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fSasuhad 
foreseen the 
defeat of the 
Congress(l) as 
early as in 1988 
and was 
determined to 
mist Rajiv 
Gandhi. So, he 
cultivated V.P. 
Singh 



and the CPl(M)', having gone under¬ 
ground, managed to expand its orga¬ 
nisation with amazing rapidity, 
perhaps by feeding on the Bengali’s 
penchant tor subversion and con¬ 
spiracy 

Basu’s second coup followed Pra- 
mode Dasgupta’s death in 1984. Basu 
till then had had no control over the 
CPI(M) party apparatus in the state, 
despite being head of government All 
major policy decisions were taken by 
Dasgupta and the powerful CPI(M) 
state committee. All the same, Basu 
had been assiduously cultivating a 
number of senior state party leaders 
and after Dasgupta’s death, he thrust 
Saroj Mukherjee to the position of 
secretary of the state unit. Today, 
Basu’s gnp over the state unit of the 
party has only strengthened After 
Saroj Mukherjee’s death, Sailen Das¬ 
gupta, a Basu groupie, has taken over 

Today, nobody dares criticise the 
chief minister. not even the small 
group of CPI(M) leaders—Abdulla 
Rasul, Bijoy Modak, Monoranjan 
Hazra, Khudiram Bhattacharjee, Pra- 
bir Sengupta and Gopal Bose led by 
politburo member Samai Mukher¬ 
jee—who vehemently oppose Basu’s 
style of functioning, his links with 
industrialists like Dhirubhai Ambani 
and the activities of his son, Chandan 
Basu. In the past few years, several 
CPI(M) leaders have either been ex¬ 
pelled from the party or completely 
marginalised for their antipathy to 
^ Basu. Expelled CPI(M) activists have 


formed several rival organisations in 
different West Bengal districts; the 
ranks of former CPI(M) cardholders 
had swelled to over 3,500 by the 
middle of last year These communists 
have tried to form a united front 
against the CPl(M) and Jyoti Basu in 
particular, but have completely failed. 

Not surprising, considering that 
Jyoti Basu today is something of a 
demi-god in W'est Bengal Even Con¬ 
gressmen privately regard Basu as a 
phenomenon Basu himself has culti¬ 
vated the image of being a clean, 
honest, no-nonsense administrator. 
All the government’s mistakes are 
blamed on the partv Nothing sticks 
on Basu. Not even corruption charges. 
When the chief minister was charged 
with showing undue favour to Bengal 
Lamps, the casualty was not Basu, but 
the powerful PWD minisier Jatin 
Chakraborty, who had leaked details 
of the scandal. The activities of the 
CM’s son, Chandan Basu, might have 
dismaved many of Basu’s supporters 
But even m this case, it is Chandan 
Basu who gets the blame; the chief 
minister, as the harrowed father, is 
more pitied than reviled. 

B asil IS smart. And every major 
political player after interacting 
with the Marxist boss from Bengal 
soon realises what he is up against 
Only, Rajiv Gandhi realised when it 
was too late. His last-minute futile 
wooing of Basu before the Lok Sabha 
polls, only strengthened Basu’s hand. 


Basu had foreseen the defeat of the 
Congress(I) as early as in 1988 and 
was determined to dispossess Rajiv 
Gandhi, who had made personal 
attacks on him during the 1987 slate 
Assembly campaign Basu cultivated 
V P. Singh and in his single-minded 
pursuit of removing the Congress(l) 
from power, once even recommended 
the formation of a united front 
which could include the BJP as a 
partner This view was contested with¬ 
in the CPRM) politburo, especially by 
party chief E.M.S Namboodiripad 
and M. Basavapunniah 
The party leadership had released a 
draft political resolution in advance of 
Its 13th party congress, which was held 
in December 1988, calling for the 
immediate removal of Rajiv Gandhi’s 
Congress(I) government. The main 
line advocated in the resolution was 
summed up in the slogan “Rajiv 
hatao, desk hachao (lemovc Rajiv, 
save the nation) The Bengal unit of 
the party assumed that the bringing 
down of the (.ongressfl) government 
at the Centre was its foremost task. 
Namboodiripad, however, dismayed 
his Bengal comrades by declaring, at 
the state conference, that tactics and 
strategy could not be separated 
He went on to argue that the danger 
from communal and right-reactionary 
forces like the BJP could not be 
underestimated. His suggestion that 
the isolation of the BJP was as impor¬ 
tant as the defeat of the Congress(I) 
totally contradicted the party's stand 
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in Haryana, where the CPI(M) was 
allied to Devi Lai’s Lok Dal, which, in 
turn was allied to the BJP. If the Nam- 
boodiripad line was to be 
accepted, then such alliances would 
have to be ruled out in future And. as 
every political observer in the country 
knew, there could be no chance ot a 
Congrtssfl) defeat in the Hindi heart¬ 
land without a tacit understanding 
between the main Opposition front 
and the BJP 

B.T. Ranadive. however, defended 
the Basu line by warning “Any hesita¬ 
tion about working lor this combina¬ 
tion (V P, Singh’s National Fiont) will 
mean the combination of this party 
and communal foices which will com¬ 
pletely result in the loss of initiative 


I officials, Basu offered ‘suggestions' on 
a number of issues, including the 
j transfer of a few key offiaals, changes 
I in customs and excise tariffs before the 
I budget and speedy clearance of a 
number of projects 
Basu has met finance minister 
Madhu Dandavate with a long list of 
20 major demands. Bureaucrats in 
New Delhi claim that Basu is kept 
informed of all Cabinet decisions and, 
in many cases, has objected to some 
decisions. Key CPI(M) MPs and Basu 
groupies, like Somnath Chatterjee 
and Anjal Dutta, regularly make re¬ 
quests to National Front ministers; in 
return, these MPs defend the govern¬ 
ment in Parliament 

CPl(M) MPs have defended even 




P. Singh 


willy sooner or 
later, have to 
clIpJyotIBasu’s 
wings before he 
gets too 
powerful. This 
constitutes the 
biggest 
challenge for 
Basu 


for the people and the left.” To make 
his pro-National Front stance more 
palatable to leaders like Namboodir- 
ipad, Basu secured an a.ssurance from 
V P. Singh that the 15 points raised by 
the National Campaign Committee, 
made up of left and secular parties, 
would be included in the National 
Front manifesto This was yet another 
tiiumph for Basu and it paved the way 
for his entry into national politics once 
V.P Singh took over as Prime 
Minister 

T he moment Jyoti Basu realised 
that he had secuied a toehold in 
New Delhi, he began exercising his 
new-found clout According to several 
Janata Dal ministers and South Block 


the most indefensible of government 
actions, including the tapping of Jana¬ 
ta Dal leader Chandra Sneknar’s tele¬ 
phone. Jyoti Basu himself defended 
the railway budget and retracted only 
later when he realised that it would 
fuel inflation and thereby go against 
the spirit of the National Front man¬ 
ifesto. In return, he has received 
major concessions from the Centre, 
chief among them being the speedy 
technical, clearance of the augmented 
Rs 3,000-crore Haldia project 
and direct Soviet credit for the Bak- 
reshwar thermal power project. The 
Planning Commission has, however, 
objected to the concept of a state 
getting direct credit from a foreign 
government Basu is also reported to 


have intervened on behalf of the 
Ambanis and advocated compromise 
in the Larsan & Toubro matter. 

While all this undoubtedly demons¬ 
trates Jyoti Basu’s clout, it also sug¬ 
gests that Prime Minister Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh will sooner or later have 
to clip Basu’s wings before he gets too 
powerful This, m fact, constitutes the 
biggest challenge for Basu. If he loses, 
he will once again be relegated to a 
mere parochial player, mired in the 
panchayat politics of Bengal If he 
wins, Basu will not only emerge as the 
country’s most powerful Marxist but 
as a major power-centre The sparring 
between Basu and V P Singh has only 
begun. The first clash was over the 
nationalisation of the sick industrial 
unit, Bengal Potteries Basu had made 
this a prestige issue but was snubbed 
by industries minister Ajit Singh, who 
announced that there could be no 
question of nationalising any sick unit 
Basu's attempts to carry a brief for the 
Ambanis has also annoyed V P 
Singh, who seems to have ordered 
finance minister Dandavate to soft- 
pedal the 2()-odd proposals put for¬ 
ward by Basu 

In retaliation, Basu has let loose a 
broad.side against the National Front 
government on the price issue. 
Statewide rallies were held in Bengal 
in mid-May to protest against the 
Centre s failure to combat inflation 
and Its introduction ot an obviously 
inflationary budget. At the May Day 
rally in Calcutta, the Marxist chief 
minister also ranted against Ajit Singh 
for his “irresponsible” statements on 
nationalisation He said, “Such com¬ 
ments will tarnish the image of the 
National Front government and the 
Congress(I) will make capital out of 
It.” A few days later, he added that 
the National Front government still 
enjoyed the “unconditional support” 
of the left parties, but insinuated that 
a time might come when they would 
have to think twice about continuing 
the support. 

Vishwanath Pratap Singh, perhaps, 
hopes to tame Basu by offering sops. 
The Marxist chief minister s visit to 
Vietnam as a state guest was aimed at 
assuaging his ruffled feathers. But 
Basu is a pragmatist. He is not taken 
in by sweet talk or empty assurances. 
After enduring 40 years of realpolitik, 
Jyoti Basu today is looking for con¬ 
crete rewards that come from the 
barrel of raw power. • 
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Ihe mayhem condnues 


And Om Prakash Chautala is its first victim. Will the 
Janata Dal be the second? 


O m Prakash 
Chautala does 
not run away 
from the battle¬ 
field, he makes 
others flee,” the Haryana chief minis¬ 
ter had declared after violence and 
blatant ngging had marred the Assem¬ 
bly elections in his constituency— 
Meham in Haryana—on 27 February. 
Chautala’s determination to prove his 
supremacy turned Meham into a bat¬ 
tleground yet again, and destroyed his 
chief ministership 
The people of Meham were reeling 
under shock and a grim sense of de/a 
vu last week after a renewed wave of 
terror led to a countermanding of the 
polls for the second time this year. 
“That it should happen once is our ill 
luck, that it should happen again, so 
soon, just shows that the government 
(at the Centre) has abandoned us to 
our fate,” says a village elder stoically. 
“This time, we are not going to sit 
quiet and get trampled upon by those 



m power," counters Ranbir Singh, a 
farm-hand in Madina. This tiny vil¬ 
lage. 25 kms from Bainsi, is the focus 
of ill-gotten attention since eight peo¬ 
ple lost their lives in election violence 
last February. 

Barely three months after its name 
came to symbolise an indelible 
blotch on the country’s 
democratic and electoral 
fabric, Meham has again 
hit the headlines. “I will 
blind those who date to 
cast an evil eye on me 1 
wir chop off the tongue 
that casts aspersions on 
me I will cut off every 
finger that is lifted 
against me,” the deputy 
prime minister’s son is 
said to have threatened 
during his campaign, 
carefully skirting 
Meham after an initial 
show of strength at a 
well-attended tally on 1 


May “I am so confident that 
I will win. 1 don’t need to campaign 
there,” he had declared earlier this 
month And as if foretelling a gory 
encore in Meham, Chautala 
announced that he would contest from 
another constituency, Darba Kalan, to 
ensure that his future was not left 
hanging in the balance. 
However prudent a deci¬ 
sion that might be, the 
acid test for him re¬ 
mained not his sure-fire 
win from another consti¬ 
tuency, but victory from 
Meham. 

The events of Thurs¬ 
day, 17 May, changed 
all that. In the early 
morning light, a farm¬ 
hand in Mundhal vil¬ 
lage, on the Delhi- 
Hissar road, discovered 
the body of Amir Singh, 
an independent candi¬ 
date from Meham. The 


Chautala: forced to resign 
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36-year-old pohtician 
had been shot at pojnt- 
blank range; a single 
bullet had pierced his 
left ear to emerge from 
the right temple. The 
deputy election commis¬ 
sioner countermanded 
the byelection to be held 
on 26 May, in accord¬ 
ance with Section 52 of 
the Representation of 
the People Act The Act 
stipulates that the death 
of any contesting candi¬ 
date. between the 



A bus burnt by a mob in Madina: unprecadented violence 


returning from a day in 
the fields when two bul¬ 
lets struck her dead 

T he day after Amir 
Singh’s funeral, a 
deathly calm descended 
on Madina. The consti¬ 
tuency was cordoned off 
by policemen, only in¬ 
trepid journalists were 
let past On an adjacent 
road, the villagers them¬ 
selves had decided to 
block the road by felling 
trees on eithei side 
“We are prepaied for 


period of scrutiny ol the nomination 
papers and the start at the poll, would 
lead to countermanding Once again 
violence prevented people from ex¬ 
ercising their franchise in this consti¬ 
tuency. merely two hours away from 
the capital. 

Even as the villagers of Madina 
crowded the dirt track that led to the 
cluster of houses where Amir Singh 
lived, the chief minister’s cavalcade 
arrived in a flurry of dust to condole 
the murdered man’s family “He was 
one of our own." Chautala told the 
villagers The bereaved family agreed 
readily, “f^or over 20 years now, my 
younger brother has lived at Devi 
Lai’s feet, ” corroborated Pratap 
Singh, a village sarpanch in the area 
Then why was the young candidate 
contesting against the Tau s son"* “He 
was d cover candidate," explain the 
villagers, adding. “Chautala’s key man 
in the constituency Only our ememics 
could have killed him ' 

As the chief minister shed tears at 
the demise of his “cover candidate ”, 
the state machinery was working over¬ 
time to establish that the “enemy” was 
indeed to blame for the foul crime. 
Piatap Singh is sure that the ‘“enemy” 
IS indeed Anand Singh Dangi, Chauta- 
la's arch electoral rival in the consti¬ 
tuency In the First Information Re¬ 
port (FIR) that was filed at the Bhiwa- 
ni police station the same day, Pratap 
Singh has named four men, including 
Dangi, his cider brother Dharampal 
and two other supporters According 
to the villagers, it was only after Amir 
Singh’s funeral that all hell broke 
loose in a bloody repeat of history in 
Meham Three people, including two 
women, lost then lives that evening, 
as police attempted to arrest Dangi, 
o.stensibly acting on the instructions of 
the chief minister himself The pink 
walls of Dangi’s house are pock¬ 
marked with bullets When the police 
attacked, the candidate was standing 


on the arched open balcony on the the worst tonight.” they explain 
first floor He ducked, to escape the “The police won't dare enter here ” 
police and disappear into the village j True enough, there wasn’t a police- 
untraced Dangi’s servant, Knshan j man in sight of Madina At the village 
Lai, was not so lucky, and was shot .square outside Dangi’s house , men 
dead A few houses away, 15-year-old huddled around dormant //m/ru/ir, 
Yashwanti succumbed to a bullet that while the women hid in their homes, 
was fired through a window, outside, wondering what fresh onslaught the 
Bartho. a 65-yeai-old woman, was night will bring. 'V'acant stares fol- 


On the defensive 

The NF government finds itself in a 
tight spot over Meham 

T he Meham nightmare con- dent candidate from Meham con¬ 
tinues to haunt the National stituency. His decision was 

Front government. The incidents in vociferously opposed by the 

Haryana chief minister Om Pra- Opposition, forcing the home 

kash Cbautala’s constituency minister to order a CBI enquiry 

dominated the proceedings in both into the matter. But that too did 

the Houses of Parliament last not satisfy' the Coneress members 

week. And for once, Prime Minis- who kept insisting that an enquiry 

ter V.P. Singh and his cedleagues committee of the Parliament 

were found Ambling in the face of should probe the issue. Even the 

a sustained offensive from the Janata Dal’s Rajmangal Pandey 

Opposition Congressfl) members. supported the Opposition demand 

Last time, too, the violence in but V.P. Singh turned down the 

Meham and allegations of rigging proposal. 

during a byelection had embarras- But the press and the Congres- 
sed the ruling government con- s(I) kept up the pressure on the 

siderably. But somehow, the V.P, Prime Minister. Arun Shourie 

Singh regime managed to wriggle wrote an article in the Indian Ex- 

out of the sticky situation by order- press attacking the government, 

ing a repoll. This time, however, following which L.C. Jain, mem- 

the government finds itself in a ber. Planning Commission, res- 

much ipore hopeless mess. igned from the economic body. 

In .both the Houses, Congress fcveral Union ministers and senior 

memters raised the issue ana de- Janata Dal leaders, too, met V.P. 

niaitded stringent measures against Singh and urged him to act fast, 

the Haryana government. Home Finally, the Prime Minister 

minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed announced that the Centre was 

first announced that the Centre had considering the option of holding 

asked the Haryana government to Assembly elections in Haryana, 

probe the murder of the indepen- But meanwhile, a sitting judge of 
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the Supreme Court would go into 
the Meham affairs, V.P Singh 
added. 

But the Opposition was not to be 
placated ana kept up the heat both 
inside and outside the House. On 

21 May, the Political Affairs Com¬ 
mittee of the Janata Dal met late 
into the night—Devi Lai was con¬ 
spicuous by his absence—and 
unanimously decided to ask 
Chautala to step down. Finally, on 

22 May, the Haryana chief minister 
submitted his resignation to S.R. 
Bommai, the newly appointed par¬ 
ty chief. But the question is; will 
the resignation precipitate a fresh 
crisis within the Janata Dal? 
R0¥SlmkMlmmO9m 


lowed impassioned pleas for luslicc, as 
the villagers led this correspondent to 
the room where Dangi’s wife, Sona 
Pyari, was consoling his olil mother, 
Flaying her hands in the air, Sona 
Pvari made a case h'r her missing 
husband' if Chautala s family was 
close to Amir Singh so was Dangi's 
Not so long ago, Dangi’s elder 
brothel. Dharampal, nad given Amir 
Singh a job at the sugar mill he 
managed "How could they accuse my 
husband of murder‘d'' she says, “This 
IS definitely the handiwork ot 
C'hauta.'a." 

Dangi's suppoiters, insist that it is 
feai that has compelled Prakash Singh 
to sign on the FIR allegedly tiled by 
Chautala s men Once the right-hand 
man and campaign manager of 


(Above) Anand Singh 
Dangi; (toft) villagers 
pointing at bullet marfts 
on the wall of Dangi’s 
house: target of 
Chautala? 


j Devi Lai, Dangi had, 

I over the past few 
j months, become 
j Chautala’s most formid- 
I at e opponent He com- 
I manded the backing of 
the powerful Meham 
Chaiibisi (the combined 
I punihayati of 24 vil- 
j lages). which a'-sured 
him a substantial chunk 
! of the Jdl vote (Jats 
! command two-thirds of 
the 1 5 lakh votes in 
J, M e h . m ). a ( act oi 
^ Chautala was uneasy ab- 
J out Appaientlv, Dangi 
i had all along leaied that 

.. __1 1 the elections would not 

be tree .ind fair 

C rowding aioiind Amu .Singh’s 
widow, his tamilv gioinls out that 
Dangi would not be absconding if he 
were innocent “The\ (the police) 
would prc'b.'ihiv ha\c killed him by 
now d they had laid then hands on 
him. ’ insists Sona Pyan, who had fled 
indoors amidst a storm of bullets the 
day hci husbnd disapgieied He was 
.saved by the public that day, or else he 
would have died ’’ She denies having 
any idea about her husband and 
brother-in-law’s whereabouts The 
crowd emtside Dangi’s home says they 
saw Ins newly-appointed bodyguard 
|om the police in the tiring and leave 
with them 

Interestingly, even Amir .Singh had 
been allotted a bodyguard barely 24 
hours before his body was found 
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abandoned in a field. While Amir 
Singh’s family stubbornly point an 
accusing finger at Dangi's supporters, 
circumstantial evidence suggests that 
It could have been anybody. Says 
Moolchand Jain, former state finance 
minister and a staunch Dangi suppor¬ 
ter, “I have not an iota of doubt that 
Chautala is behind this murder. 1 had 
predicted two weeks ago that chief 
minister would not allow a tree and 
fair election because he is a despeiate 
man.” Sitting in the room where 
villagers have congregated to mourn 
Amir Singh’s death. Jam attempts to 
piece together the murky jigsaw puz¬ 
zle of events that led to the counter¬ 
manding of the elections. "The police 
and Amir Singh’s family admit that he 
never returned to his village, his body 
was found in Bhiwani. Where does 
Dangi come in?” 

The reconstruction of events have 
so far yielded no definite evidence; the 


Storming a 


Rajiv GanSti draws large 
crowds in Chautala^s 
amsdtumcy 

F or ftnsur Ptuoe Minister Rajiv 
Oaadhi, it was a god^sent 
Cfiftoitumly to ctoh in on the Jana¬ 
ta Etel’s lAisftKtanes. On 20 May, 
fte CofliEres^I) president visited 
Mesbmn to assttne tto masses dtat 
they were not akoae in their 
for demaaetk tig^. 

Rajiv Oasdbi'S in^piessive caval¬ 
cade of around SODvdiides started 
from his 10 Janpadt nstidence at 
ten in the ffeading the 

long line of can, frucks, buses and 
motorcycles was the Congress pres¬ 
ident’s white Maruti Gjpsy, with 
Rajiv Gandhi at the aiu! bis 
son, Rahul, bMide ^ way to 
Meham, tte raotoro^ 'was stc^ 
ped at several piaices oy loc^s, whd 
were waiting to hitos tO'greet tto 
tomer PM. 

Rajiv Gandhi reached the viUafpf . 
c# Madina around 1.30 pm. He got 
off . to car, and aocomfuuhed by 
to stogers and lus followers, the 
O^tgtos {resident led Apadayn^a 




thro^ to villi^ to to house of 
Amir Singh, the independent 
canchdate who was bmt^y mur¬ 
dered. 

After spending some time with 
members of the bereaved family, 
Rajiv Gandhi’s next destination 


was the residence of Anand Singh 
Dangi. By now, the crowd had 
swelled to well over 50,000 and Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi had to jostle through 
the masses to enter Dangi's house. 
Inside, the former PM spoke to 
Dangi’s wife, who gave him some 





mlk 



< 




a 


liil . 


40 


•UNMVWMW-^J 






ww to Mtrtinni a fruttliil vtatt 


en^ty cartridges. 

Outride, the crowds were still 
waiting for Rajiv Gandhi to 
marge. The Qtngress president 
fddrmed the gathering, assuring 
die rillagers Uutt his patty would 
side with them in their battle 
rifrinst the Haryana government. 

The cavalcade then made its way 
towards Bainsi village, where Rajiv 
Oaneftd told the villagers that had 
he been the Prime Minister, he 
wonrid have sacked the Haryana 
goveroamnt for perpetrating rio> 
lenoe. 

The Congress president also vi- 
several odier villages under 
the Meham constituency. And 
etwiywheie, Rajiv Gandhi drew 
crowds diat were rmniniscent ctf the 
days when dte femner PM’s popu> 
tatilty was at its height. The mission 
over, around 6 in uie evening. Ra- 
^ Gandhi and his men started the 
Jong jowmey back to Delhi. 


murderer could have belonged to 
either camp, or been a rank outsider. 
One thing is certain, somebody 
wanted to ensure that Meham went 
without elections even this time 
around And he has been successful. 

Dangi’s supporters allege that Amir 
Singh was last seen the night before, at 
a dinner party hosted by a Janata Dal 
party worker. Shashi Kala, in Rohtak 
He looked tired and tense after a 
hectic day of campaigning Reported¬ 
ly. the chief minister was also present 
at the party. Dangi’s supporters allege 
that there was a heated exchange 
between Chautala and Amir Singh, 
and the latter left the dinner party 
accompanied by Abhay Singh, 
Chautala's eldest son, around 11 pm. 
His car and bodyguard waited for him 
at the Canal Guest House Now 
Abhay Singh has apparently denied 
that his father’s cover candidate took a 
lift in his car. 

What happened in the hours that 
followed, till the body was discovered 
at 5 45 am, is anybody’s guess The 
intial post-mortem reports reveal that 
a Mauser revolver v/as held close to 
the murdered man’s left ear, his family 
admits that there was very little blood 
at the sue where the body was disco¬ 
vered, though the wound was still 
oozing. This probably sipifies that 
Amir Singh was shot dead in a car at 


point-blank range and dumped in the 
neighbouring Bhiwani district—tyre- 
marks of a jeep were faintly visible in 
the field 

Not surpnsmgly, the news of coun¬ 
termanding of election in Meham led 
to mayhem in the House. The home 
minister ruled out a parliamcntry 
probe, saying that there were no 
investigating agencies under Parlia¬ 
ment. Even as a judicial probe by a 
sitting judge of a Supreme Court was 
ordered into the incident. Chautala 
swore that he was still willing to 
contest from Meham “1 hese people 
who would be defeated because of the 
lack of public support, had tried to 
save their self-respect by organising a 
murder,” he alleged 

Meanwhile, Dangi has sought the 
protection of the Prime Minister, 
alleging that he was ‘facing ail kinds 
of threat from the Haryana govern¬ 
ment and the police ” The results of 
the judicial enquiry and the events 
that follow should seal Chautala’s 
career. This time, his father 
may not be able to shield him as 
effectively as he had in February. 
Even if Chautala had nothing to do 
with the present events in Madina, his 
credibility has taken a beating, from 
which he may never recover. • 
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Bommai is the boss 


The former Karnataka CM is elected president of the Janata Dal 



f there was ever any doubts ab¬ 
out who—or rather which 
group—calls the shots in the 
Janata Dal, the party’s presiden- 
^ tial polls on 20 May set all spe- 

1 culations at rest The election of the 
I former Karnataka chief minister S R. 
j Bommai as president of the Dal un¬ 
opposed IS actually a victory foi the 
Chandra Shekhar-Devi Lal-Ajit Singh 
axis over the group led by Prime 
Minister V.P Singh. 

Actually, the V.P 
Singh camp admitted 
defeat much before the 
elections the day its 
candidate S Jaipal Red¬ 
dy withdrew from the 
presidential race Red¬ 
dy, on his part, was keen 
to contest but had to 
give in to the pressure 
from senior Janata Dal 
leaders like Devi Lai, 

Chandra Shekhar, Ajit 
Singh and a host of party 
chief ministers including 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
Chimanbhai Patel, 

Laloo Yadav and Bifu 
Patnaik. In fact, Reddy 
was upset with V P. 

Singh for egging him on 
to contest and then 
backing out at a crucial 
stage. 

That the party elec¬ 
tion would be a stormy 
affair became apparent 

after Chandra Shekhar,_ 

a bitter rival of the 
Prime Minister, stepped in It was 
Chandra Shekhar who convinced 
Bommai to contest, but since he 
wanted to remain in the background, 
Shekhai got Haryana chief minister 
Om Prakash Chautala to propose the 
former Karnataka CM’s name And to 
make sure that Bommai does not lose, 
Chandra Shekhar even put up 
Hukumdeo Narayan Yadav as a candi¬ 
date so that the backward class votes 
did not go to Reddy But despite 
Chandra Shekhar’s backing, at one 
time It seemed that Jaipal Reddy had 
the edge The latter had approached 
l.tnion textiles minister Sharad Yadav, 


who had apparently assured Reddy of 
his support. This was significant since 
Yadav controls a sizeable number of 
MPs and MLAs from Uttar Pradesh 
and Bihar. Jaipal Reddy, for a while, 
looked, a sure winner. 

But Devi Lai upset V.P. Singh’s 
calculations The deputy prime minis¬ 
ter, who was touring China when 
things were hotting up within the 
Janata Dal, was informed of the 
goings-on. Devi Lai immediately cal- 



S.R. Bomnwi: eafty nvlnner 


The V.P. Singh camp 
is not ready to accept 
defeat. It got Biju 
Patnaik to issue a 
statement saying that 
Bommai’s post is 
similar to that of a 
"chief peon” 


led up his camp follower Sharad 
Yadav from China and asked him to 
support S.R Bommai. That fin^y 
sealed the fate of Jaipal Reddy. 

But more drama was in store after 
Devi Lai returned from his China trip. 
He met his one-time nval Ajit Singh 
and elicited the Union industry minis¬ 
ter’s crucial support for Bommai’s 
candidature 

On 17 May, three days before the 
crucial election, Devi Lai, Ajit Singh 
and Sharad Yadav 
? met Jaipal Reddy and 
" reasoned with him to 
withdraw in favour of 
Bommai But Jaipal 
Reddy stuck to his 
ground. Finally, Biju 
Patnaik intervened and 
warned Reddy that he 
would lose by a big mar¬ 
gin and in that event he 
could never get a party 
post in future. Jaipal 
Reddy gave in but not 
before he was promised 
the post of secretary- 
general of the Janata 
Dal. 

Once Jaipal Reddy 
opted out from the con¬ 
test, Chandra Shekhar 
got Hukumdeo Yadav 
to withdraw. And, S.R. 
Bommai was elected in¬ 
terim president of the 
Janata Dal unopposed. 

But IS the V.P. Singh 

- camp likely to accept de- 

♦ cat? Not really 
Already, ettorts are on to curtail the 
powers of the interim party president. 
The day after Bommai was chosen Dal 
chief, the Prime Minister’s followers 
got strongman Biju Patnaik to issue a 
controversial statement saying that the 
post of interim president was equiva¬ 
lent to that of a “chief peon’’. 

Political observers in the capital feel 
that the presidential polls have only 
increased infighting within the Janata 
Dal And if the recent election is any 
indication, the forthcoming organisa¬ 
tional polls are likely to witness more 
of such drama and tension. • 
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Shanta of the spirits 

A new movie explores demonic possession 


A s maiden efforts [~ 
go, Nilita Vacha- 
ni’s Eyes Of Stone 
is particularly impress¬ 
ive. Dealing with the 
largely unheard of phe¬ 
nomenon of spiritual 
possession—which is, 
nonetheless, very com¬ 
mon in Rajasthan—the 
film won accolades, 
both at home and 
abroad 

Documenting the life^ 
of a possessed woman, | 

Shanta, who was ‘cured’| 
in the Bhankya Mata 5 
temple near Asind ml 
Bhilwara district, the| 
film won a special men-’ 
tion in the Cinema du OfSto 

Reele Festival held in Pans earlier this 
year. Sponsored by Doordarshan, 
Eyes Of Slone was also saeened at the 
International Festival Des Femme in 
France, to a receptive audience 
Though the ambit of the film is 
restricted to Shanta and the Bhankya 
Mata temple, spintual possession is a 
widely accepted fact in Gujarat and 
Rajasthan, says Vachani, a graduate 
from the Annenberg School of Com¬ 
munications and the Art institute of 
Chicago. “You can just walk upto any 
person in a Rajasthan village and ask 
where they go to exorcise spints. It’s 
that casual,” says the director 
Vachani sees this bizarre, wide¬ 
spread phenomenon—though con- 
&ied mginly to women—as an inst¬ 
ance of a “sense of desire functioning 
through spiritual possession”. A 
woman who spends all her life neither 
seen nor heard can speak her, mind 
freely and abuse as much as she wants 
through the medium of the spirit. “It 
is the spirit who is talking, not her,” 
explains Vachani (who began her film 
career as an assistant to Mira Nair 
during the making of Salaam Bom¬ 
bay/). The spirit, apparently, becomes 
a “mode of resistance to suppressing 
circumstances”. 

Shanta, the protagonist of Eyes Of 
Stone supports Vacham’s hypothesis. 
The film is an intimate portrayal of 
her traumatic and fragmented exist¬ 
ence. She is married, has two sons. 



Cym Of Stone; an unusual Mid hnprmlvaflbii 

> earlier this but is forced to live with her parents 
ordarshan, because her truck-driver husband is 
;ened at the never around. When he does return, it 
. Femme in is only to taunt her about her cooking, 
iience and how much easier it would be for 

the film is him to get another woman, 
le Bhankya The monotony of Shiyita’s existence 
session is a is broken when she gets possessed by a 
iujarat and spirit—^the daakan who virtually rules 

a graduate her life, overpowering her at the un- 
ol of Com- likeliest moments and offenng her a 
institute of chance to escape to a higher reality 
Ik upto any The daakan hurts her, makes her 
ige and ask climb walls (literally), beats her, and 
spints. It’s then leaves her senseless It takes 

:tor Shanta five visits, spread over five 

irre, wide- Saturdays, to the local Bhankya Mata 
lOugh con- temple before she is ‘cured’. 

N*t-V«ih«lswlnnlng«ic,rt«lM 



1 Shanta’s is not an ex¬ 

ceptional case. Hun¬ 
dreds of women visit the 
temple every week for 
the Saturday night 
ritual, explains Vachani, 
adding that it takes a 
woman a maximum of 
five to seven weeks to be 
‘cured’. Curiously 
enough, no one ever 
takes longer than this to 
revert to normalcy. 

The film vividly cap¬ 
tures the intensity of the 
Saturday ntuals, culmi¬ 
nating in Shanta’s run¬ 
ning to the dirty water 
tank outside the temple 
compound, soaking her¬ 
self in it, drinking the 
putrid water and then dancing with 
an old shoe in her mouth. Vachani 
explains that the rituals differ from 
temple to temple, though their end 
result IS much the same. 

The director first chanced upon 
^ssession’ when she was a student in 
Delhi Her maidservant had been pos¬ 
sessed and had to be taken to a temple 
where she was mercilessly beaten with 
chains by the pnest “I was fascinated 
by the entire episode. Then my view 
was more simplistic I thought mainly 
in terms of the poor vulnerable thing 
being exploited. I never saw it from 
her point of view,” says Vachani. 

A reading of Sudhir Kakar’s Sha¬ 
man's Mystics And Doctors in 1987 
imade,. Vachani see things differently. 
And It led the young directdr'to a visit 
of all the temples and dargahs in Gu¬ 
jarat and Rajasthan, before she finally 
decided on the Bhankya Mata temple 
as the setting of her film. 

“The idea was to go beyond the 
trance,” she says, and Asind was de¬ 
liberately chosen because its ntuals 
are relatively less bizarre and would 
not divert attention from the central 
theme. There are few close-ups of 
women in trance; Shanta is no raving 
Rajasthani beauty dressed in exotic 
mirror-work skirts; and nor is there 
any other overt glamorisation. Says 
Vachani. “We delibeiately de- 
aestbetised to put things in context.” 
MnuJWMVawlMhf 
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^ HANOI HOUSE 

Autonomy remains a pipedream 





The reason: the PMO 
was buried beneath an 
avalanche of mail from 
all over the country. On 
the serious side, viewers 
criticised the insensitive 
manner in which the 
newscast had been 
handled—with V.P. 
Singh boasting about 
giving autonomy to 
Doordarshan im¬ 
mediately after it had 
shown the former Prime 
Minister on the small 




The popular euphoria 
about the Janata Dal’s 
electoral pledge of 
granting autonomy to 
Doordarshan and All 
India Radio (AIR) is 
now largely over and no 
one IS more responsible 
tor this disillusionment 
than the Janata Dal 
leaders themselves 
Though the Prashar 

Politicians and bureaucrats decide what Doordarshan s seeks to grant autonomy 
current affairs programmes should be Lmned SiTS; 


Making news 


t was autonomy at its best, but 
certainly not clever television 
One of the clips used for the 13 
May English newscast was of 
“prominent politicians” paying 
homage to former President Fakrud- 
din All Ahmed on his death 
anniversary Among them was the 
previous regime’s TV superstar, Rajiv 
Gandhi. This, according to Door¬ 
darshan, was evidence enough to 
prove that the Janata Dal had fulfilled 
its electoral promise of granting edito¬ 
rial freedom to the government- 
controlled medium. 

A minute later. Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh was shown speaking to news¬ 
men in Bangalore as if to emphasise 
Rajiv's appearance by this means of 
clever juxtaposition In that press 
conference, Singh, for the first time, 
aired his views on Doordarshan. “I am 
not satisfied with the performance (of 
Doordarshan),” he said, “but, you 
see, old habits die hard.” 

In that press conference, which was 
soen by viewers all over the country 
the Pnme Minister went on to make a 
suggestion that later became the sub¬ 
ject of some ndicule: 

“If you don’t like my face on televi¬ 


sion." said Singh, managing a faint 
smile for the TV cameras, “just drop 
me a postcard I'll tell Doordarshan 
not to bore you any more .But you 
must have noticed some changes...the 
other point of view also has to be 
showp, We are giving time to the 
Opposition'" 

The joke doing the rounds in the 
capital is that for days after that 
newscast, all work in the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s Office (PMO) came to a halt 

V.P. SINGH 

He IS not happy with Doordarshan's 
functioning. Says old habits die hard 




to the two government- 
controlled mass media, 
was introduced in Par¬ 
liament on 29 Decem¬ 
ber, and the Union information and 
broadcasting (I&B) minister P Upen- 
dra told Sunoas that an autonomous 
Doordarshan will be “a little better 
than the BBC”, the trend of the 
Doordarshan’s programmes suggests 
that Mandi House is sliding back to 
dishing out the kind of fare it offered 
during its days of ‘Rajiv darshan ’. 

While V P Singh is believed to 
have been recently advised by P. 
Upendra to appear more frequently 
on television, the members of his 
Cabinet made a bee-line for the idiot 
box soon after they came to power. 
Among Doordarshan's current 
favourites are labour minister Ram 
Vilas Paswan and the ‘home team’ of 
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed and Subodh 
Kant Sahay. Telephone calls from 
Cabinet ministers to Doordarshan 
newsroom are not uncommon and, 
according to an insider, “only our 
masters have changed The pressures 
for broadcasting government prop¬ 
aganda remain the same”. 

In the opinion of film and television 
critic Amita Malik, “After the elec¬ 
tions. Doordarshan seems to have 
been taken over by bureaucrats from 
the IIS (Indian Information Service) 
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and the radio gang. There is no dissent 
on TV and there is an apparent drive 
against professionals from outside.” 
Added S.S. Gill, the former informa¬ 
tion and broadcasting (I&B) secret¬ 
ary, “I don’t understand why the 
government should develop cold feet. 
They are adopting a self-defeating 
policy regarding TV Maybe it is 
because having tasted power they 
want to wield it also." 

While the quality of sponsored 
programmes and serials currently tele¬ 
cast is deplorable, Doordarshan’s poli¬ 
cy, or the lack of it, is betrayed by its 
current affairs and news programmes. 
An indication of the tightening grip of 
bureaucrats on the organisation can be 
had from its recent effort to ban 
private producers from current affairs 
programmes Earlier, these producers 
had been told that they could not be 
assigned more than one programme at 
a time, but now Doordarshan has 
decided to shut the door on them The 
latest move has. naturally, generated a 
lot of resentment among the free¬ 
lancers What IS worse, word has gone 
around that Doordarshan’s own pro¬ 
ducers, who initiated the ban, are now 
expressing their doubts about being 
able to produce in-hou.se current affair 
programmes The mandarins in Mandi 
House are, therefore, in for some 
serious trouble on this front 

A t first, a delegation of Doordar¬ 
shan’s own producers had met 
Upendra with the plea that they were 
being discriminated against They 
wondered why private producers 
should be paid Rs 2 to 3 lakhs per 
programme when they could be pro¬ 
duced by Doordarshan itself Up¬ 
endra, eager to keep the staff happy, 
promptly announced a “change in 
policy" And it was hardly surprising 
that the first to be axed were those 
producers who were, apparently, m 
the ‘favoured’ list of the previous 
gosernment 

Most severely hit has been Vmod 
Dua. the Janvani man. After the 
elections, Dua had approached Mandi 
House with the proposal ot a Hindi 
newsmagazine along the lines of The 
World This Week The proposal was 
cleared; Dua was given a hefty adv¬ 
ance for the assignment and the first 
episode of the newsmagazine was 
scheduled for telecast on 7 May. But 
three weeks before the telecast, the 
producer was informed that Doordar¬ 
shan had decided to produce the 
programme with the help of its own 
correspondents. 


Shashi Kumar of PTI TV fears his 
programmes might feature on Door- 
darshan's hit-list too. He had been 
commissioned a Focus programme 
on Centre-state relations to be shown 
on 13 May The PTI team, inter¬ 
viewed, among others, Veerendra 
Patil, M. Karunanidhi, Biju Patnaik 
and Jyoti Basu. But the programme 
still remains canned Asks the produc¬ 
er: “There are six chief minister’s 
involved in this programme. Their 


cent—agairi mid-contract—which 
could put the popular programme in 
jeopardy 

Going by this pattern, the next 
producer who might find himself in a 
fix IS Suman Dubey, the former Prime 
Minister’s media advisor who has just 
launched on a career in television. 
Dubey recently produced a Focus 
programme on the hazards of high-rise 
buildings. But who knows when some¬ 
one in Mandi House would wake to 


THE IMPORTANT PRODUCERS 



SUMAN DUBEY ASHOK RAINA VINOD DUA 

Their programmes are being axed, but no one knows why 


offices keep ringing me up. What 
should I tell them? Yes or no''” 

The producer who .seemed most 
eager for a fight with Doordarshan 
bos.ses was Ashok Rama, chief execu¬ 
tive, ITV Rama says two of his Focus 
programmes have been lying with 
Doordarshan for over two years and 
now he plans to take the organisation 
to court. “Meeting people m Mandi 
House does not help I don’t know of 
any MP who wants to take up the 
cause of independent broadcasting in 
Parliament So the only option left is 
the Supreme Court.” 

Many, including pro¬ 
ducers like Rama, feel 
that the decisions taken 
by Doordarshan are not 
really arbitrary but that 
then IS a method m its 
madness Besides Dua, 
who regularly featured 
on election special prog¬ 
rammes during the Con- 
gress(l) rule, Prannoy 
Roy, who conceptual¬ 
ised 'he specials for 
Mandi Hou.se. seems to 
be heading for a show¬ 
down al.*o. Sponsorship 
rates for Roy’s The 
World This Week have 
been hiked by f>4 per 
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his connections and axe his prog¬ 


rammes.' 


I t IS interesting that while most 
members of the 1989 media thmk- 


P. UPENDRA 

lie advised V P Singh to 
appear more frequently 
on TV 
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lank were given other posts—some 
have managed to cling on, allegedly 
with pressure from the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) During Rajiv's 
term, besides the bosses of Mandi 
House, M K L Bhagat and K,K. 
Tewari as ministers and PMO 
bureaucrats such as Mani Shankar 
Aiyar and G Parthasarthy used to 
interfere with the Door¬ 
darshan’s day-to-day 
functioning Besides 
them. R K Dhawan 
and Satish Sharma were 
the other extra- 
constitutional advisors. 

Presently, Dooidar- i 
shan is receiving orders 
mostly from career 
bureaucrats from the In¬ 
dian Information Ser¬ 
vice. Shiv Sharma is still 
functioning as the acting 
director general—which 
obviously is the govern¬ 
ment’s way of keeping 
the Mandi House boss 
on his toes Sharma’s 
team also remains large- 







Himachal Tourism now offers 
'RENT-A-TENT' facilities at SHIMLA. 
MANALI. and DHARAMSHALA I 
These Holiday Tent-Homes are set in 
beautiful verdant surroundings Wide 
open spaces With clear blue sky 
during the day And a star-spangled 
night sky Well-furnished with all 
amenities - electricity, water, catering 
and security, these tent-homes are a 
money-saving proposition too 
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A DOORDARSHAN DIRECTIVE 

The letter restru ts the use of ot'K s supplied by private apem tes 


, largely unchanged. 

Some noticeable shifts did, howev¬ 
er, take place in Doordarshan’.s news¬ 
rooms on Parliament Street, Among 
the first to be moved out was Harish 
Awasti, the additional director gener¬ 
al (news), who was branded as a Rajiv 
man Awasthi is now director of Field 
Publicity. The key post in Doordarhan 
was given to Prem Chand Arya. 
formerly the acting director of All 
j India Radio Bhaskar Ghosc. who was 
! brought in as additional joint secretary 
I in the I&B ministry, was soon asked to 
! assist George Fernandes on his Kash- 
: mir assignment Though Ghosc had 
I had a long stint as the director geriet- 
; al, Dooidarshan, this time his discn- 
! enantment with the medium came 
i much taster And if Ghose was fed up 
j with the lube, people say, things must 
i be very bad 

Doordarshan correspondents like to 
describe the current phase in the 
iliiectorale as an Arvaruj In the 
second reshuffle of portfolio's since 
I the Janata Dal government came to 
. power, Chitra Narain, deputy 
I director gencial in charge of current 
I affairs, was politely told that Arya 
I would now handle both the beats 
j Moreover, with the principal informa- 
I tion officer in the PMO taking a 
j keen interest m Doordarshan's affairs, 

; there is not much interference from 
i olhei members of the Prime Minister’s 
Gtfice With the dual lesponsibility of 
l&B and Parliamentaiy Affairs, Up- 
endra has been unable to devote 
suficient time to television When he 
does. It IS usuallv in a very abrasive 
mannci In fact, the I&B secretary, 
Sure.sh Mathiir,' too. seems tp be side¬ 
lined as far as important matters are 
concerned 

W ith such a monopoly, vested 
interests were bound to develop. 
Apparently, R D Saxena, a scnioi 
news editor who is officially m charge 
of the teletext service of Doordarshan, 
IS a favourite of Arya Recently, an 
internal circular issued by him slated 
that in addition to his present lespon- 
sibility, Saxena would also coordinate 
the functioning of the news bureau 
Somehow, while Arya has incensed 
private producers, he has also man¬ 
aged to antagonise Doordarshan’s 
own correspondents. He has discour¬ 
aged on-camera pieces by them and 
has, in the past few weeks, spiked 
suggestions of newsclips on subjects 
like glucose contamination or the 
functioning of Vayudoot Any number 
I of ready, edited stones like the one on 


a MiG-25 crash has been dropped 
because of pressure from politicians 
More recently, Doiirdarshan’s 
coverage of important news stories 
like the oil strike or the Andhra 
Piadesh cyclone was found wanting 
Asks Ashok Rama. ‘ Then- had been 
warnings about the cyclone on TV tor 
10 days. More than lOO.tXK) people 


BHASKAR GHOSE 

It did not lake him long to become 
disillusioned for a second time 



had been evacu.itcd before ihc eye 
lone struck But all that Dv'ordarshan 
showed was .sonic t/ees sw.ieing in the 
wiiui and the plane ol .1 \ 11’v IikIi was , 
unable to land in the i vclone hit aicas | 
Is this television loiiinaiism''' 

Apparently, the additiondi directui 
general seems to t.ike his [ob serious¬ 
ly So much so that he personally 
moniloied the [>roduciioii of theatrical 
features on Bh.igat Singh's death 
antiiversarv and another on the festiv¬ 
al of 1 loll (.)n another occasion, he sat 
on the console and edited an interview 
with Mu/ti Mohammad Sayeed The 
clip had lime untidy cuts taking Door- 
daishan’s editing quality back by 
seveial years 

The censorship m Doordarshan’s 
newsroom has now been expanded to 
include the airing of only ‘soft stones' i 
m the current affairs slots Piesenta- 
tion of stories on the country’s most 
pressing problems—Punjab, kashmir 
and Ram Janmabhoomi—remains 
pior c fictional than realistic The kha- 
di-clad minister is back on the small 
screen with a vengeance Sychophancy 
and cionism have returned With such 
developments, functional autonomy 
for television might remain merely a 
pipedream. • 
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iSPOtLIGHTI 



Singh and 

SINGH 

As strange 

as this may 
sound now, Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh was origi¬ 
nally Arun Singh's 
choice lor the finance 
ministry. In those days, 
Arun Singh was one ol 
the two Aruns who ran 
the country in tandem 
with Rajiv and, who 
handpicked those who 
were fit to lead the ‘new 
India’. 

In 1987, when V.P 
Singh became defence 
minister, Arun Singh 
was his minister tor state 
and the two got on 
famously, being united 
in their belief that Rajiv 
Gandhi was not playing 
straight with them, 

So, It IS only fitting 
that in 1990, it should be 
Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh who IS now trying 
to accommodate Arun 


Family man 


Anin Singh: ■ frlMid in med.. 

Singh in his government. 
There is no shortage of 
jobs, but Arun Singh has 
refused to become a 
minister on the grounds 
that he is out of politics. 
V.P. Singh IS therefore 


trying to find him an 
advisory post at the 
ministry of defence He 
believes that Arun Singh 
could accept this and still 
be said to have remained 
outside of politics 


rose against Bimal Khal- 
sa in the Lok Sabha. 

Mrs Khalsa. widow of 
Indira Gandhi’s assassin, 
rarely intervenes in Par¬ 
liament, but last week 
she did. Alas, much of 
what she said cannot be 
reproduced here, con¬ 
sisting as it did of abuse 
of Mrs Gandhi. At first, 
Khalsa’s remarks were 
lost in the din but as the 
impact of what she was 
saying sunk in, Congres- 
s(I) MPs were quick to 
protest. 

So was Nehru who 
rose from the treasury 
benches to protect the 
memory of his aunt and 
demand that the re¬ 
marks be struck off the 
record. 


Blood is 
obviously 

thicker than water. And 


Arun Nehru, the minis¬ 
ter for commerce proved 
it the other day when he 


Arun Nahni: In iMmic* of his aunt 



Awarded 


He first 
achieved 
national recognition 
with his expose of the 
then Maharashtia chief 
minister A.R. Antulay 
(remember the Indira 
Gandhi Trust cement 
scam?), Arun Shoune 
then followed that up 
with his articles on the 
Kuo oil deal, getting on 
the cover of India Today 
in the process, as the 
prime representative of 
the new investigative 
journalism movement in 
the country 

Now cditor-in-chief of 
the Indian Express, 
Shoune has received in- 



Ann Shourie: outetamHng 
contrAution 


I ternational honours, 
with the bestowal of the 
Astor Award. Instituted 
by the late Lord Astor of 
Hever in 1970, the 
award was conferred on 
Shoune by the Com¬ 
monwealth Press Union 
“in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution 
to the cause of press 
freedom in India”. 
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Soprano 

BORDES 


The PEN IS 

MIGHTIER 


“The devil 
has lett me,” 
announces Ms Bordes, 
adding, “I threw my 
address books away. All 
of them ” 

In a recent interview 
to Harpers and Queen, 

I our Pam from Haryana 
I holds forth on the edi- 
I tors in her life, the News 
I of the World expose of 
e her dark secret, her 
I escape to Ball, the prcss- 
I hounds who chased her 
I all over the world (even 
’ into the lavatory ot the 
s operating theatre of a 
I Hong Kong hospital), 

S her love of modelling 
and more 

“Anything could hap¬ 
pen now," she says ab¬ 
out the future, “1 might 


Pmimh BordMK nw imw Improved ram 

write a book, I could be might sing.. 

in a movie. I could be- And. of course, re 

come a photographer, I main in the news. 


of Seth La 



Kavlta Daftary (right) with VInod Khaima: unNikafy pair 

A PREMIER MATCH 


Not since 
Rajan 

‘Escorts’ Nanda married 
Ritu ‘Raj’ Kapoor has 
there been such a match 
of heavy industry and 


filmi glamour. But last 
week, Vinod Khanna, 
the dimpled leading man 
of the Hindi screen tied 
the knot with Kavita 
Daftary, granddaughter 


Hirachand (Pre 
mier Auto¬ 
mobiles, Hin- 
dusthan Con¬ 
structions, Wol- 
chandnagarIn¬ 
dustries etc). 

The couple 
had been dating 
for a year. 
Khanna is di¬ 
vorced with two 
children while 
Daftary, 30, is a 
barrister with 
ambitions to fol¬ 
low her entrep¬ 
reneurial 
mother; 

Sharayu Daftary of 
Bharat Radiators. The 
wedding was small and 
private, and only close 
friends and family 
attended. 


i There aren’t 
•If'C”’-'-'' many things 
that the Tau and his ' 
arch-enemy A)it Smgh 
agree upon. But they 
were united on one 
point: that the first term 
MP from Agra, A jay 
Singh, be accommo¬ 
dated in the ministerial 
expansion. And the 
Raja was only too happy 
to oblige. 

When he began his 
journalistic career in In- 







AJay Singh: now, a mlnistar 

dia Today in 1977, no¬ 
body quite imagined that 
Ajay Singh would end 
up in government. But a 
\ Jat and politics can’t be 
kept apart too long. And 
sure enough, the journo 
kicked up his job to take 
over as managing trustee 
of the late Charan 
Singh’s Kisan Trust. 

The formation of the 
National Front signalled 
his arrival as a prime 
mover of Opposition un- 
ity. 

Now with the Janata 
Dal in power, Ajay 
Singh is reaping the be¬ 
nefits of his labours. 

And nobody better de¬ 
serving than him. 











Now. an exclusive new line ol luggage 
that’s worth a lot more than its looks. 
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It was more a summit meeting than 
an interview. Shatrughan Sinha and 
Amitabh Bachchan have long been riv¬ 
als in the film industry. But over the 
last three years, they have also become 
identified with opposing political par¬ 
ties and have carped at each other in 
interviews 

So when Sinha agreed to be inter¬ 
viewed by Sunday, special correspon¬ 
dent Rajiv Shukla sprang a surprise on 
him. Would he mind if Bachchan was 
the interviewer? Not at all, said Sinha, 
he would enjoy it. 

Bachchan was slightly more reticent 
and as the interview progressed (at 
Bachchan s bungalow in Bombay) was 
(ft first reluctant to ask yi'hat he_ called 
'political questions’ or to interrupt the 
flow of Sinha’s rhetoric. 

But in the last 45 minutes of the 
two-hour session, he hit his stride, 
especially when the conversation 
turned to ha troubles with the regime. 
Through it all, both men were cordial 
to each other and finally Sinha told 
Sunday: '"WV have always been 
friends. In oratory we may say things 
but you shouldn't take them seriously ” 

Excerpts from the < onversation: 


Amitabh Bachchan; Well Shatru, you 
seem to have succeeded in politics where 
I failed. 

Shatrughan Sinha: There was a differ¬ 
ence of approach. You joined politics 
to help a friend But I have been in 
politics for a very long time. And in 
the last few months, I was persuaded 
by the Janata Dal, the BJP and the left 
parties and others 

Also, you stood for election. I kept 
away though, of course, I could have 
got a ticket from anywhere 1 wanted. 
But people thought of you as a mes- 
siah and expected you to get things 
done for them. So it was not Amitabh 
Bachchan who failed but his image. 
After all, Amitabh Bachchan is not 
Mungeri Lai. 

AB: I found that despite people’s ex¬ 
pectations, / was really just another MP 
with HO special ability to get things done. 
SS: I didn’t fall into the trap. I could 
have won from any constituency; after 
all. when lalloos get elected, then why 
not Shatrughan Sinha? But I never 
asked for anything for myself. 

Also, I was not motivated by 
friendship but by a desire to serve the 
people. TTiey arc two different things. 


All of today’s lop leaders are my 
friends 1 can walk into V P Singh’s 
house any time I like Same with Devi 
Lai. 

But I am not here because of 
friendship. I have no personal enmity 
with Rajiv Gandhi. I was against his 
government. The other day we met in 
Rashtrapati Bhavan and my wife had 
herself photographed with him. 

AB: So you think it is wrong to accept 
an office? 

SS: In fact, they offered me the chief 
ministership of Bihar. Devi Lai him¬ 
self asked me. But I turned it down. 

Because of this, 1 can criticise the 
government I can say they have had 
lalloo budgets. They made a big mis¬ 
take in Kashmir by compromising on 
the Rubaiya issue. If things go wrong, 
I will revolt and ask the people to 
throw out this government 

AB: I feel now that if / use my popular¬ 
ity as a film actor to gel people to part 
with votes, well then, / feel like a bit of a 
cheat. 

But / suppose your case is different 
because of the work you’ve done for the 
people aiui because you are seen as a 
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political person. It's like MGR or NTR. 
SS: Yes, I think you are right 1 have 
been the people’s representative for so 
long that they responded to me in that 
way and not as a film actor. Wherever 
I went, people waited to hear me In 
Gwalior, I was 11 hours late but I got a 
record crowd. Same in Mandi, though 
in Himachal they go to sleep at 8 pm! 

Not in a single place 
was I asked to recite a 
dialogue But had 
Jeetendra gone there, 
with due respect, they’d 
have expected him to 
dance 

Had you followed my 
approach, then I think 
your political career 
would have been diffe¬ 
rent 

AB: Are you happy with 
what you've achieved? 

SS: Well. I have many 
complaints about this 
government but I’m not 
sure if it is right to talk 
about them now I’m a 
positive thinker and 
though at the moment 


this government seems no different 
from the last. I’m praying that things 
improve. 

1 may have been re.sponsible lor 
making this government but 1 am not a 
blackmailer so 1 don’t want to 
threaten them But with due respect, 1 
must point out that the people feel 
that both the budget and the railway 


budget are very disappointing 

Take something like the waiving of 
rural loans When Devi Lai first 
waived loans up to Rs l(),(K)0, there 
was a lot of cnlicisni fiom the Con¬ 
gress. Then even Sharad Pawar did it 
After that, the Janata Dal thought 
they should also do it. Now, .suppose 
the BJP leels that they will raise the 
limit to Rs 2.‘i,0(i0 and the CPI(M) to 
Rs .10,(K!C> and so on Where will it 
end'' 

I had asked V C Shuklaji about it 1 
said what is the guarantee that tomor¬ 
row the Congress doesn’t make it Rs 
.“iO.OOO and then you’ll have to raise it 
even further Then the CPI(M) will 
make it one lakh. And the BJP will 
make it two lakhs 

Finally, you’ll have to come before 
the people and .say (in Allahabadi ac¬ 
cent) “Ham ka kare, coffers are emp¬ 
ty” {laughs) And with due respect, 
Shuklaji had no answer to my ques¬ 
tion 

I’ve told this government, today, 
you don’t talk about Rajiv Gandhi. 
Talk about yourselves What are you 
doing? The election is over. Those 
issues are over. The people want you 
to perform. 


Shatnighan Sinha: “my voice wW aiwoyi be wHh 
thepeople'' 
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n If there was an election tomorrow, would you still 
campaign? 


m 


AB: Were you happy with the cam¬ 
paign? 

SS: For myself, yes. I told people ai 
every dais, at every meeting, that 1 
believe in a policy of attachment- 
detachment 1 am attached to the peo¬ 
ple but I’m detached from the govern¬ 
ment 

I have asked for no favour from any 
politician I want nothing for myself I 
told the people that the moment this 
government stops performing, 1 will 
take your side against them also 

You were asking about the cam¬ 
paign. During the Assembly elections, 
I’m the one, on record, who told Mr 
V P Singh over telephone about the 
Bihar election; “Singh saheb, yeh kya 
ho raha hai ' You talk of value-based 
politics but what answer will you give 
the people when they ask about your 
choice of candidates*’’’ And he said, 
“Ham ka kare"^ Now our piiority is 
Kashmir and Punjab ’’ 

So I told him, “Yes, Kashmir and 
Punjab are serious problems but I’m 
worried at the moment about Bihar 
Look at your candidates I hope that 
tomorrow we don’t hear the sound ot 
gunfire in the Assembly. We are used 
to shouting but now bullets will fly ’’ 

But I will be fair to Mr V P Singh 1 
do not say that he was being weak 
That was a difficult phase tor him 
Some people had pressurised him so 
much and perhaps because of his 
maturity, he stayed out ot the affair 

vSo to answer your question Amit, 
no, I am not very happy. But 1 am an 
optimist. 

How did you feel about standing ' 

AB; Well for me, it was a very emotional 
moment. I had never been interested in 
politics. / am not as qualified as you and 
I look the plunge for purely emotional 
reasons. 

Actors campaign all over the world 
and many like you feel able to tell people 
which party to support. God bless you all 
hut / no longer feel happy doing that. 
S.S; I agree with you An actor will 
always get a crowd But that’s all. In 
the Allahabad byelection, the Con¬ 
gress used an actor—let us take no 
names on the record—and he got a 
good turnout but he made no differ¬ 
ence to the lesult 

At the last election, it was on the 
front page of every newspaper that 
Sridevi had campaigned for her father. 
Well, what happened’’ Her father lost 
his deposit 

But I am different. The people real¬ 
ised that by campaigning for the 
Opposition. 1 had everything to lose 


and nothing to gain And don’t forget, 
when I started out everybody said that 
the Congress was going to win 

At every meeting I said that if the 
Janata Dal was not upto the mark, I 
would oppose them also You see, I 
don’t belong to any party I belong to 
the people This is what made me 
different from the stars 

11 you call Dilip Kumar, then people 
will listen If you call Shatrughan 
Sinha, then people will listen Even 
Raj Bahbar, though 1 did not see him 
campaign, must have made some dif¬ 
ference somewhere But if you call 
Jeetendra, then people won’t listen 

AB: Well, I hadn’t worked it out in the 
kind of detail that you obviously have 
but in my case, there was another emo¬ 
tional experience. In 1982, I had that 
accident and the kind of love I received 
from the people of India created a cer¬ 
tain bond between them and me. 

I made the mistake of thinking that 
fighting an election was the same thing. 
/ didn’t realise that by pining politics, I 
was asking them to choose. 

It was a mistake and one I regret 
today. 4"^ anyway, I’m not even sure 
that my standing or canqtaigning made 
any d^erence. Whoever had stood from 
Allahabad at that election would have 
won exactly the same victory. 

SS: 1 agree and 1 differ with you. It 
may have been so in your case but this 


time, the election w-as different In 
1984, nobody was risking his life or his 
business 

But this time, everywhere 1 went, 
people said, “Congress will win’’, and 
in spite of that 1 was campaigning 1 
said, never mind, even if they have 
money power, muscle power, we will 
still fight. My family members thought 
1 was mad. My wife was so scared. 

So 1 think that this time my cam¬ 
paign made a difference. The Janata 
Dal won because of our star campaig¬ 
ners: V.P Singh, Devi Lalji, Chandra 
Shekharji, myself and others. 

So many people have come up to 
me and said, “We were staunch Con¬ 
gress supporters till we heard you 
speak.’’ Because they knew I was ask¬ 
ing my life 

So, I agree with you that in 95 per 
cent of the cases, it doesn’t matter. 
But if the people know that you are 
their representative, then, yes, a star 
campaigner can make a big difference, 

AB: / see. So if there was an election 
tomorrow, you would still campaign? 
SS: Campaign, yes. But for whom 
(laughs)? 

I don’t belong to the Janata Dal. I 
belong to the people. I’m not the par¬ 
ty’s private property. If tomorrow I 
find that the BJP’s fwrformance is bet¬ 
ter, I’ll campaign for them. Why not? 
The BJP has shown a tremendous 
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fjpi Campaign, yes. But for 
campaign for the BJP 


whom? 1 could even 


amount of political maturity And I 
have got tremendous confidence in my 
personal friend (Himachal CM) Shan- 
ta Kumar. And there are others 1 have 
supported like Patwaji (MP, chief 
minister) and Bhairon Singh Shekha- 
wat (Rajasthan CM) 

AB: / don’t want to turn this into a 
political interview but I’ll give you a 
personal instance of this government’s 
performance. 

As you probably know, from the time 
they’ve taken office they’ve harassed me 
about one thing after another. I'm a 
person whose name has never appeared 
in any list of those with tax arrears. 

Despite that. I’ve suddenly been slap¬ 
ped with a tax demand for over Rs 3 
crores. It is an absurd demand backed 
by no evidence (smiles) and ignores the 
fact that no less a person than Mt 
Shatrughan Sinha has said that he 
keeps all his black money in my house! 
SS: (Laughs) Maybe it is a joint 
demand! 

AB: But it goes on, Shatru. They’ve 
opened up my files for ten years. They 
keep changing officers. And the officials 
setid messages—off the record—to say, 
“We have nothing against Mr Bachchan 
but every morning we get a call from 
Delhi.” 

It gets worse. I get a notice every day. 
And the grounds are more and more 


1«0 


absurd. I gave an interview to Sunday 
in which I said I burned my hand in 
1983. The notice includes a xerox of the 
interview and asks me how I paid for my 
medical treatment. How much I spent 
OH medicines, etc. 

SS: Oh really'* 


AB: Tes.//oil/Cine Blitz 
in an interview that I’d 
gone on the QE2 liner 
with my children in 1982. 

Now they’ve sent a xerox 
of that and want counter¬ 
foils of the tickets. 

They’ve been to Breach f^s^ .AUTAMPAtc 

Candy Hospital to find Vjl *1 

out who paid for my 

medicines during the 

1982 episode. They are Were you 

re-opening my brother’s hv thp 

FERA case, 18 months VlCUIIUSea Oy Uie 

qfter an ad/udicated order last government? 

was issued. 

Well, I’d say that all FJJTI 
this was vindictive. 

SS: This IS certainly not 
what I’ve campaigned I’U be very 
for I don t support vin- ^ 

dictiveness of any kind. honeSt. I VC gOt 

e^VbciiT "" ^ Jot of mileage 

out of it, but no, 

AB: Then you teU me why t 

it is happemng? I wrote to A weiaii i 

the Prime Minister sayit^ ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 


that if he had any evidence on 
Bofors, he should arrest me. He didn’t 
even acknowledge the letter but a senior 
law ministry official—! won’t take 
names but I think the country now 
knows what he’s upto—goes around 
planting stories saying thru my brother 
owns a sixth Bofors account. 

But I’m tired of innuendo,Shatru and 
I have had a lot of it from this ‘open 
government’. We are just suing for libel 
and letting the courts examine the 
evidence. Let’s put an end to rumour 
and deal in hard fact. 

SS: My reaction, Amit, is that no 
government should be vindictive. 
We’ve seen the results of it in the past. 
All charges should be substantiated 
One minister told me, "What do you 
think the last government did with St 
Kitts and V.P. Singh’s son? They put 
false charges on television ’’ 

My reaction was that was wrong. 
But two wrongs do not make a right 
You shouldn’t repeat the same thing. 

AB; There is a small difference. Ajeya 
Singh’s father wanted to become PM. 
My father has no such ambitions. But 
we get the persecution anyway. 

SS: To my mind, everybody is 
innocent till proven guilty And that's 
not just Ajeya Singh, Amiiabh oi 
Ajitabh, Even Hmduja or Bofors 
Chadha—what is his name—Win 
Chadha. They are also 
innocent And every¬ 
body should be allowed 
to come back 1 ’ve heard 
that Hinduja and 
Ajitabh will both be 
arrested at the airport. 
Now that IS wrong. A 
man must be allowed to 

come to his own 

oAUTAMPAtoLi country. 


AB: Yes, I forgot that. 
There's a red alert on 
Ajitabh Bachchan also. 
No charge; no evidence. 
Just victimisation. 

SS: That is the point I 
am making Forget 
Ajitabh Even Bofors 
Chadha has a right to 
come back. 

AB; And how much 
money is being spent by '' 
these so-called investiga¬ 
tors on trips to Sweden to 
plant stories? How much 
expenditure is required to 
constantly tap my 
I phones? To follow 
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IT.1 I found that despite people’s expectations, I was 
Lull really just another MP with no special 
ability to get things done 


Ajitabh Bachchan in London? 

Is this your government of the people? 
SS: That way they could say that even 
Arun Nehru was followed by the last 
government. 

AB: So is that your only justtfieation? 
SS: No, no. I’m not saying two wrongs 
make a right. What I’m saying is that a 
fear psychosis has been created which 
is wrong. Leave aside Aiitabh, if I was 
Hinduja, even I would feel frightened 
to come to India I would fight it till 
the end 

Everybody should be given a fan 
chance 

AB: Where have / been given a fair 
chance? 

SS: That is what I’m coming to Now, 
we are punishing people in three ways. 
First, you have trial by TV. Then trial 
by press. And finally, trial m the 
courts This is very wrong' 

In the case of Amitabh, I was 
speaking to somebody very important 
in the government and he told me, “It 
is not vindictiveness " 1 did this with¬ 
out your knowledge, Amit, but I said , 
“What are you doing opening up all 
his files'^” 

And they said. “You know, we are 
only undoing a wrong. Some officer 
was transferred because of him He 
gave Rs 49 lakhs to Hinduja. ” 

AB: (Interrupts) Close to Rs 40 lakhs. 
And to a Hinduja medical charity which 
has recorded receiving the amount. And 
this was done in 1978 when the Janata 
government was in power. Anyway, 
what's wrong with giving money to 
charity? 

SS: Well, they said, “Why doesn’t he 
give money to Breach Candy then''" 

AB: All right, because you 've brought it 
up, I’ve given Rs 25 lakhs to Breach 
Candy. I just don't like broadcasting it. 
That’s not why I give money to charity. 
SS: So. 1 said to this person- if you 
want to investigate his donation to 
Minduja, please do it. But don’t keep 
sending a notice a day Let him not 
pay the price of being Amitabh Bach¬ 
chan 

I have been talking to senior minis¬ 
ters in your support, Amitabh, but 
they feel they are undoing a wrong 1 
don’t know how far it’s true, but a 
very responsible minister told me that 
they were checking on your income 
tax. 

AB: A minister is responsible as long as 
he lasts. Then hr is as irresponsible as 
you or me. I don’t want to go into the 
income tax eases because we are chal¬ 


lenging them legally. Any court will 
throw them out. 

SS: I agree Because we still have an 
independent judiciary which I have 
faith in It takes a lot of time but it is 
fair 

AB: I’m sorry if this sounds crude, but 
at a time when Kashmir is in flames, 
your government is more interested in 
how Amitabh Bachchan burned his 
hand in 1985 

SS: I Laughs) Good quote' But 
seriously. I do feel at times that 

Shatrughan Sinha at a BJP ralty; “tha 
party has shown political maturHy” 



priorities are being mixed up I’ve told 
them that their approach is confusing 
and confused When ihe CBI investi¬ 
gated Jalappa or Sanjay Singh, it was 
abused But today the same CBI is 
used tor everything including the 
phone tapping enquiry Why this 
selective approach'.’ 

It hurts me. I wonder what is 
happening' 

Fo me, Amitabh Bachchan is inno¬ 
cent and everything they are saying 
has to be first substantiated and then 
proved in court before I will accepi it 

\B; How many people understand that, 
Shatru? How many people are as intelli¬ 
gent as you? 

SS: Woh theek hat That is unfortun¬ 
ate I don’t get carried away by media 
but others might. 

Leave aside Amitabh Bachchan, 
who IS Amitabh Bachchan? I want to 
talk about somebody else Some peo¬ 
ple might get a shock hearing this, but 
I want to say very clearly that Laht 
Sun IS my friend 

If Lain IS guilty, punish him But 
stop raiding him. Stop torturing him 
when he’s battling for his life. Don’t 
kill him like this. 

I’m not trying to support Lalit Sun 
He’s not my mama, he's just a friend. 
The laws applies to him and he must 
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I didn’t fall into that trap. 1 could have won from 
JhJ any constituency: after all, when lalloos get 
iected, then why not Shatrughan Sinha? 


answer to court But he doesn’t have 
to answer to media To TV To 
Victimisation. To harassment 

I feel very hurt He is lying in the 
intensive care unit And they are 
harassing him Raiding his house. 
Detaining his wife with questions 
And do you know how he got his 
first attack? A very senior bureaucrat 
called him up and said that if he didn't 
turn approver, they were going to pick 
up his wife and use third degree 
methods on her. 

Most of the bureaucrats today are 
gutless, spineless people who have lost 


their faith. What kind of officer is it 
who will serve a notice on Amitabh 
Bachchan and say, “Sorry sir, but I’m 
being pressurised by Delhi'^” 

AB: Because he has his career to look 
after. 

SS: Tliat is gutless If he doesn’t 
believe in the notice, he should refuse 
to serve it. 

AB: Thai’s all very well but I have to 
reply to the notice. 

SS: You arc paying the price for two 
things. For being Amitabh Bachchan. 


AB 


How much 
expenditure is 
required to follow 
Ajitabh Bachchan 
in London? 


And for being a fnend of Rajiv 
Gandhi 

AB: Were you victimised by the last 
government? 

SS: I’ll be very honest I’ve got a lot of 
mileage out of it but no, I wasn’t. 
Except for a few humiliations, I have 
no complaints agamst the Congress. 

In fact, only two actors were never 
raided: Amitabh Bachchan and Shat¬ 
rughan Sinha 

1 was never harassed and my per¬ 
sonal contacts among bureaucrats 
were untouched. My only grudges 
were that my show was cancelled n 
Bihar and that I was banned from TV 
But TV was K.K. Tewari I don’t 
think Rajiv Gandhi knew 

AB: (Dryly) Well, that’s not a probtem 
now. 

SS: No, the other extreme is also very 
wrong I’hey cancelled your MiU to 
show my Magroor I told Upendra 
that this shouldn’t have been done. 
And anyway (laughs), at least they 
should have picked a good picture of 
mine 

AB: These are small things. 

SS: But despite everything, 1 will have 
to say that 1 remain an optimist about 
this government 

All I will say is stop making ex¬ 
cuses The people think that the gov¬ 
ernment is just buying time You are 
not solving problems like Punjab or 
Kashmir by just repeating that you 
have inherited them from the Con¬ 
gress. 

Nobody is interested in excuses. 
The people want performance. Other¬ 
wise they will turn against you as they 
turned against your predecessors 
And my voice will always be with 
the people • 



That way they could 
say that even 
Arun Nehru was 
followed by the last 
government 
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Paying the price 

The consumers certainly are, but the Union budget could hurt 

the government more 


f you are a salaried employee in 
a private or government orga¬ 
nisation. ehanees are that you 
would be angry about at least 
one false piomise the National 
Front (Nf) made to lure you into 
\oting lor It last November—its com¬ 
mitment to check rising prices \ou 
I would he furious about p.iying more 
I tor tea, edible oil, sugar, pulses and 
just about everything that goes into 
stocking your larder or running the 
house And you would detmitelv be 
livid about having to pav more for a 
bus jouiney, riding voin Iwo-whecicr 
to work, traselling by tram or plane 
All thanks to the NF government's 
budgetary demands, which do nothing 
to help Its constituents—both urban 
and rural—especially the often- 
overlooked and always undeiesti- 
mated middle classes 

Citizens’ angci - and its possible 
consequences tor an already shaky 
gt'vernnient—has piompted political 
protest The V P Singh administra¬ 
tion's allies, the Bharativu Janata Pai- 
ty (FJJP) and the Communist Paity of 
India (Marxist)-leu Left Front have 
taken to the streets Both political 
groups have led numerous demonstra¬ 
tions against the price rise, both to the 
Prime Mmisfei's and finance minister 
Madhu Dandavate's residence In 
lact. Dandavatt had to laic his wife 
Piamila's wrath in early May, when 
the ladv. whc' is iilso a member of 
Parliament, led a band of angiy, 
inflation-pinched housewives to their 
own house 

"The Wholesale Price Index (WPl) 
has increased by eight points, that is. 
live per cent, m |ust four months, 
says BJP MP Vpay Kumai Malhotra 
"At this rate in two months we will 
have double digit inflation ' Savs 
Dipen (ihosh. a piomment C'PI (M) 
MP “The situation is bad and is 
getting worse The gtiveiniTient talks 
about credit contiol and othci mea¬ 
sures, but prices continue to rise 

■UMMT >7 May—: Juna 1980 


These are dillicult times Puces Par 
begin to hurt niit because they are rais 
higher than normal but because the mg 
rate of price me leases outpacesthc late onl 
ol growth m incomes Especially in the up 
past one year On 21 April, a month ' 
after the I 'nion budget was presented, i "jf 
the WPl (with a base ('I mil at I bKl-K2 i I 
levels) -a dependable indicator ol the \ co 
government's cirntrol over the puce , gto 
line—stood at 172 4 an incicase ol | wh 
( almost nine pet cent over the past ' anc 
t year And between the first week of i am 
I January and the third week of April, tha 
, the index |ump was close to double the bui 
I incieasc last yeai “The Prime Mims- tha 
I ter himself has contiibuted to the rec 
I mess." says Congress(I) MP and for- Mo 
I mer revenue ministei Apt Kumar / 

I Madhu Dandavate: no time for complacency 


Panjd, “by talking of empty coffers, 
raising an alaini about war and reduc¬ 
ing conlidente in the economy, which 
only encourages hoarding and in .hes 
up prices '■ 

T he price rise has been eoncen- 
li.iled around commodities of 
com men consumption -sugar, 
giouiidnut oil, mustard oil, vonuspati, 
wheat, pulses, potatoes, soap cement 
and peti oleum products such as petrol 
and high speed diesel And the tact 
that It has all happened after the 
budget has led people to speculate 
that the hike is the direct result of 
reckless policy I.S'ec interview with 
Madhu Dandavate on pane 00 ) 
Analysts, how'ever. are divided on 
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this issue. While senior finance minis¬ 
try officials argue that it is pure 
“disinformation” to attribute the price 
nse to the budget—tax provisions 
have ohJy reduced the deficit and 
hence, had a calming effect on prices, 
they say—independent analysts main¬ 
tain that the opposite is the case 

Prices remained stable in the fust 
three months of the V P. Singh gov¬ 
ernment But they rose by 2.6 per cent 
in the two months following the 
budget A rate, if maintained, would 
give the country an annual inflation of 
16 per cent. "I don't think it (the rise) 
IS going to continue," says D H Pai 
Panandiker, secretary general of New 
Delhi-based Federation of Indian 
Chambcis of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI) “But the government itself is 
largely responsible for the situation ” 
With the average rate of inflation at a 
steady eight per cent—which even 
finance ministry officials concede is 
too high—feeling against the adminis- 


1 had two 

options.One was not to 
increase prices...the 
second was to tax the 
rich” 


tration’s policy is mounting. Says B B 
Bhattacharya, an analyst with the 
Institute of economic Growth (ILG). 
“We have to learn to live with ten per 
cent inflation 

The reasons'' First, says Panandik- 
er, the government raised the procure¬ 
ment puce for the rabi crop, wheat 
prices, tor example, were raised from 
Rs 181 per quintal to Rs 250 Next, 
meieases in excise duties worth Rs 390 
crores. and a Rs 835 crore hike in 
customs duties Add on petrol price 
meieases, a |ump m railway freight 
chaiges and passenger fares, power 
tanfl, the list goes on. These in¬ 
creases. savs Panandiker, account for 
lour-titihs ol the reason behind the 
inflatK'ii, with |usi one-fiftli attribut¬ 
able to market toices 

Industry, howevei. has its own ex¬ 
planations ten the increase m the 
prices ol sug.ir, cement and edible 
oils The open market piiee of sugar is 
Rs 9 50 pel kg. between Rs I 50 to Rs 
2 per kg more th.in early 1989 rates. 


This year, there has been a bumper 
sugar crop, but the government raised 
the procurement price of sugarcane 
from Rs 22 per quintal to Rs 39 a 
quintal In addition, state govern¬ 
ments are imposing their own levies, 
complains Panandiker. The increased 
procurement price has added to the 
cost of production of sugar “So, Rs 
9.50 per kg is the correct price,” says 
the Fieri official On the edible oil 
front, there has been a shortage for 


some time, he says, and “we cannot 
expect prices to be low." Imports are 
only a temporary measure and can 
never be a lasting solution, he says. 

S ome analysts, however, do not 
hold the present government re¬ 
sponsible for the situation. Sudipto 
Mundic of the National Institute of 
Public Finance and Policy would 
ascribe only 0 5 per cent of the overall 
inflationary trend to the budgetary 


“We wi ll restrict prices” 

Finance minister Madhu Dandavate in conversation 

with Sunday 


Sunday: 1b Us electton manifesto, 
Uie Nattonal Front had promised to 
bring down prices. But the prices of 
essential commodities whkh affect 
the common man-~-«dible oils, 
sugar, tea and pnlses--«re going 
up. How do you explain the situa¬ 
tion? 

Madhu Dandavme: Firstly, remem¬ 
ber that when we took over, and 
when I presented my budget on 19 
March (1990), there were certain 
financial constraints. For instance, 
on 1 December 1989, the deficit 
was Rs 13,790 crores. By the end of 
December, it was Rs 11,789 crores 
External debt was Rs 83,000 
crores, with the debt service ratio 
at 27 per cent. And for 1989-90, the 
interest on all borrowings which we 
were expected to pay was Rs 
17,000 crores. Food stocks had 
dwindled to 11 million tonnes. 
Foreign exchange reserves at our 
disposal were enough to finance 
one and a half months' imports 
where a fair position would be 
three to four months. The balance 
of payment position was difficult. 
The wholesale ppcc index (WPI) 
by the end of December had re¬ 
corded an increase of six per cent 
and the annual rate of inflation was 
already touching eight per cent. 

It was in this difficult situation 
that I had to formulate my budget. 
I had two <^ions: one hard, one 
soft. One Was not to increase prices 
of any sensitive commodities like 
petroieum products, TTiat would 
mean allowing the deficit financing 
to go up. The second was to have 


some resource mobilisation by tax¬ 
ing the rich, getting more taxes 
from the highly capital intensive 
companies and also trying to im¬ 
pose levies on some petroleum 
products. Of course, I have ex¬ 
cluded kerosene, LPG (liquid pet¬ 
roleum gas), naptha—which is re¬ 
quired for fertilisers—low-speed 
diesel, furnace oil used in industry. 
If one could mobilise resources, the 
deficit could be reduced. 

But either way, there was a 
possibility of rise in prices. If I had 
increased the prices of sensitive 
commodities, there would be a 
direct price rise But if I mobilised 
resources by taxing the capital in¬ 
tensive companies, imposing levies 
on elitist consumption items and 
certain petroleum products and re¬ 
duced the deficit, then I would 
have been able to curtail a 
tremendous price increase owing to 
a growth in the deficit, t must warn 
that if I had avoided the levies I 
had imposed in this budget, and if I 
were to reduce the resource mobi¬ 
lisation and allow the deficit financ¬ 
ing to grow, prices would have 
risen steeply for the entire financial 
year. Don’t forget that in the last 
budget, the deficit financing was to 
the tune of Rs 7,337 crores and in 
the revised estimate it had gone up 
to Rs 11,750 crores. 1 brought it 
down to Rs 7.206 crores. I concen¬ 
trated on reducing the deficit. 

It has no doubt caused a certain 
cascading effect and prices hav(; 
gone up. But I must tell you very 
clearly that we will succeed in 
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hikes in petroleum products and rail¬ 
way freight. “The price rise from 
March to April this year,” says Mun- 
dle, "was only marginally higher than 
the percentage rise for the same 
period last year " 

Mundle points out that India has 
had to contend with a shortage of 
pulses for some time now, and the 
prices rose this year possibly because 
of a disruption in production There is 
a buoyant export market for tea, and 


controlling the prices of important 
commodities. Already, sugar 
prices have started going down. 

Then tea. Before we took over, 
the former government had an 
arrangement with the Soviet Union 
regarding the export of a particular 
type of tea powder. We have in¬ 
formed the USSR that we would 
like to stagger this export. That will 
restrain tea prices. And in May, the 
fresh crop comes in. We have also 
given certain concessions and in¬ 
centives to tea producers for mvest- 
ment. in this finance bill. That will 
also help production 

As far as cement is concerned, 
prices have gone up. But we have 
made an agreement which will take 
cement prices back to the pre- 
March level. Already, in the south 
they have come down. But because 
of the difficulty of wagon move¬ 
ment, in the north they are still 
high. 

On salt, the problem is that more 
than half the quantity distributed is 
iodised salt, to avoid goitre. So the 
price.s are high. We will have to 
find out whether we can subsidise 
it, because if lodisation is com¬ 
pletely eliminated. I am not sure 
whether if will be good from the 
health point of view. We will try to 
strengthen the public distribution 
system. 

Also, there is a clamour for 
giving better prices to agncultural 
produce. We have increased the 
price of wheat from Rs 183 per 
quintal to Rs 250 per quintal. Now, 
wheat is one of the important 
commodities in the basket that 
decides the price increase. That has 
also affected the situation. 

Q: The government has been 
ismiiag threats against hoarders, Is 
there aay evidence that It has 
helped? 


A: We will see to it that firm steps 
are taken against those who are 
trying to resort to hoarding. I may 
tell you that the number of raids 
during 1990, upto April, have been 
14,842 and the number of persons 
arrested has been 914. So the 
impression that we arc not taking 
firm steps is wrong. And I am sure 
we will be able to restrict this 
menace. 

Q: You have banked on a smaller 
deficit financing to restrain prices. 
But what guarantee is there that it 
will not grow? 

A: I have given instructions to ail 
ministries to cut down part of their 
expenditure. Second, every four 
months I will go before Parliament 
and repoi t to it on our performance 
to check government expendiiure. 
and at the same time, strengthen 
our tax collection machinery With 
such monitoring every four 
months, I am confident we will be 
able to restrict s|-ending. 

1 will give you one instance 
When 1 was the railway minister (in 
1977), after presenting the entire 
budget for the whole financial year. 

1 broke up the budget into 12 paits 
I fixed monthwi.se targets for ex¬ 
penditure and revenue All months 
are not identical, some are lean, 
.some better. Every month, i went 


on monitoring the targets. As a 
result, while for the first year I had 
projected a surplus of Rs 80 crores. 
with this monitoring. I got a surplus 
of Rs 126 crores. I propose to 
follow the same method here I 
hope, with the cumulative effect of 
all these measures, we will be able 
to restrict prices. 

Q; Our foreign exchange reserves 
are down to a month and a half of 
imports. If there is a bad monsoon, 
or hysteria over a war, or some 
such emergency, we will not be in a 
position to import food to hold the 
price line. Isn’t the situation preca¬ 
rious? 

A; No, no We have leoriented our 
entiic import-export policy And 
now our export re.sults have begun 
to improve There is already a 21 
fwr cent increase in exports in 
terms of dollars We will augment 
exports further. We have given a 
number of concessions in our ex¬ 
port policy. We are giving a 25 per 
cent concession on import duty on 
those capital goods which are im¬ 
ported into the country for export- 
oriented industries, provided they 
are able to ensure u “treble export" 
obligation. This is bound to im¬ 
prove our foreign exchange re¬ 
serves. • 
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The Wholesale Price Index (Base 100, 
1981-82) for selected commodities 
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j the resultant shortage within the coun- 

I try has pushed up tea prices. There 
has been a steep increase in the 
production of edible oil over the last 
few years, but this year production has 
dropped Sometimes, says Mundle, “a 
small shortfall in production tends to 
get magnified in large price in¬ 
creases”. 

More serious, however, are the 
long-term effects ot deficit financing, 
and increased money supply “At the 
end of the last financial year, we had a 
record deficit of over Rs 10,000 
crores.” says lEG’s Bhattacharya. The 
consequent increase in the money 
supply put an ensrrmous pressure (m 
prices “But the effect of the deficit in 
this year’s budget will not be felt 
before June or July,” he says This ! 
effect will be more pronounced if the 
country suffers a bad monsoon After 
the drought in 1987, the country saw 
bumper harvests for two consecutive 
years Foodgrains production touched 
a record 170 million tonnes in 1989-90 
“And this year," says Bhattacharya, 
"the probability of a third bumper 
crop is low " 

It IS. of course, a bit early to be 
speculating about the rams But Bhal- 
tacharya believes they will be critically 
important this year If the rams are 
poor, the khanf crop, mainly rice, 
would be disastrous And if that hap¬ 
pens. there will definitely be trouble 
Says Bhattacharya “We don’t have 
enough foreign exchange to import 
foodgrains this year. What is more, we 
don’t even have the necessary buffer 
stocks ” 

The government’s response to the 
situation has been somewhat lerky 
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and unrealistic The measures consist 
basically of trying to curtail -more 
talk here than action—spending, mop¬ 
ping up money from the public and 
credit control. Bhattacharya, howev¬ 
er. believes there is little scope for 
controlling government expenditure 
Moreovei, the government cannot 
mop up much more It is already doing 
very well m the area of revenue 
mobilisation—especially from indirect 
taxes However, direct tax collection 
could be improved 

What does make sense, say eco¬ 
nomists IS the government’s threat to 
hoarders and blackmarketecrs, which 
should yield results A traditional way 
ol countering hoarders is to import the 


items they hoard and provide them to 
consumers. The Congress(I) govern¬ 
ment did this successfully when it 
imported palm oil and distnbuted it at 
prices way below prevailing market 
rates Hoarders were forced to sell 
their stocks at competitive prices 
“This year,” says Bhattacharya. “we 
don’t have the foreign exchange to try 
doing that ” 

B ut, Si’rendra Mohan, the Janata 
Dal ideologue who played a cru¬ 
cial role in drawing up the party’s elec¬ 
tion manifesto, claims that the govern¬ 
ment’s threats to hoarders and its 
price control measures are beginning 
to show results Cement and sugar 
prices, he says, have already stabil¬ 
ised. A senior finance ministry official 
argues that the government’s stiategy 
of curbing the deficit expendituie and 
money supply, along with incentives 
for agncultural production, are sure to 
work. He says “We are also commit¬ 
ted to greater effiaency in the public 
sector.” And adds, sarcastically and 
perhaps a little callously “'Fhe prob¬ 
lem is that people first demand higher 
salaries, then refuse to pay more for 
petrol, and expect you to keep the 
deficit under control.” 

Whatever the government’s re¬ 
sponse, there will be limits to its 
efficacy—even the government knows 
It “This is going to be a bad year for 
prices,” prophesies a senior finance 
ministry official • 
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B VO alert 


India belatedly wakes up to a soft drink chemical's 

menace 


“Brominated vegetable oils (BVO) are 
found to cause growth retardation, 
impaired food assimilation and en¬ 
largement of heart as also toxicity.. ” 
—From a petition filed by the Con¬ 
sumer Unity Trust Society, Calcutta, 
to the National Commission for Con¬ 
sumer Grievance Redressal in 1989. 

F or numerous soft drink consumers 
in the country, it has been a ca.se 
of slow poisoning over the past four 


decades BVOs, used in varying quan¬ 
tities in virtually every citrus fruit- 
based soft drink, are—besides the 
cause cited in the petition—proven to 
be carcinogenic. Malaysia banned the 
substance 40 yeais ago, with the UK 
following 20 years after, but India 
woke up to Its menace only in April 
this year 

Till 14 April, BVOs were used in 
every lemon and orange drink—from 
top-selling Limca, Tingler, Gold Spot, 
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Campa Orange, Tripp, to a host of 
^ minor brands. Plus, in soft drink 
concentrates such as Rasna. Even 
now, more than a month after the 
government banned BVOs, there is a 
raging controversy about which soft 
drink manufacturer continues to use 
the chemical And Parle, the makers 
of Limca, Thums Up and Gold Spot, 
tops the list of suspects 

But there is a strange twist to the 
game, with manufacturers playing off 
one against the other, and the govern¬ 
ment at Its inefficient and confused 
best On 14, 17 and 19 April, govern¬ 
ment agencies conducted several tests 
on soft drinks, and then publicly 
declared that soft drinks manufac¬ 
tured bv Puic Drinks—Campa 
Orange and Tripp—and Rasna, manu¬ 
factured by Pioma Industries Ltd, 
contained BVOs Curiously, Parle and 
Its Limca and Gold Spot brands were 
not included All thanks to some fancy 
footwork by the company 
^ When the media first picked up the 
' BVO refrain in the beginning of April, 
spurred on by consumer group peti¬ 
tions, Parle moved in with a ’public 
inierest' advertising blitz in most 
national newspapcis, claiming that its 
drinks did not contain BVOs This 
tactic siymicd the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Trade Practices Commis¬ 
sion (MRTPC), which moved with its 
usual ham-handed inefficiency The 
agency issued in)unctions against all 
the soft-drink manufacturers (based 
first on newspaper reports), but left 
Parle out because the company had 
issued ads saving its drinks were BVO- 
ficc 

“When we first tested the drinks,” 
says a senioi MRTPC official who 
declines to be identified, “we couldn’t 
fake any action as the health ministrv 
Itself had permitted it (BVOs) then. 
We can't do anything much even now, 
because we have to go according to 
what the companies tell us If tomor¬ 
row, a company comes and tells us 
that their drinks are free from BVO, 
we have to believe them 

What happened was that the 
MRTPC first believed Parle, then 
later, when test results came in, re- 
veised its opinion And last week. 
Union energy and civil aviation minis¬ 
ter Arif Mohammad Khan, said in 
Parliament, that Parle drinks such as 
Limca and Gold Spot continued to use 
BVOs after the mid-April ban By 
then, of course, it was a bit late to go 
about lambasting Parle, which, be¬ 
sides being the number one soft drink 
manufacturer in the country, also has 


BVO or suiimwr thlrvt: a dIffIciiH choice 

some heavyweight influence in the 
government, courtesy its chairman, 
k imesh Chauhan 

Parle, for its part, claims that it 
stopped using BVOs in January this 
year, a full three months before the 
ban came into effect Instead, the 
company blames the government's 
faulty testing procedures “What is 
lequired,” says Thomas Chandy, com¬ 
mercial manager with Parle in New 
Delhi, “is the sophisticated gas liquid 
chromotography test The govern¬ 
ment has obviously not used it ’ 
Chandy also cites tests conducted by 
the Delhi-based Shiiram Institute of 
Industrial Research, which has cleared 
the Parle drinks Whether Parle’s 


Break-up of the Rs 
900 crore soft i^ink 
market 


Cotoa _ 40% 

Lemon drirria 31% 

Or wijj^ drtnke _ 19% 

Others 10% 


In metro cities, lemon drinks account 
for 41 per cent of the sales, colas follow 
with 39 per cent, and orange drinks 
with 16.6 per cent. 

(Source: Operations Research Grwp, 1^) 


assertion is correct oi not, the fact is j 
that the company has done such a , 
wonderful |ob of snowing public opm- I 
ion with Its own version ol the story, 
that It IS very difficult to figure out , 
who exactly is idling the truth | 

nd m this contusion, soft drink > 
manufactureis aie gunning foi 
each other, trying to use the BVO 
issue to block the compciitions' sales ! 
in the thirsty summei months Paile's 
arch-enemy Pure Dunks toi instance 
Says a senioi companv executive 
“Why doesn’t the goveinnienl take ! 
action againsi them (Parle)' We are i 
losing i)Ut or i»ui markei. as Tripp, for 1 
instance, has become a colourless i 
drink (BV'Os are used !o impart a ’ 
cloudy, olf-white colour to lemon ; 
drinks) Oonsumers aie wondering I 
what IS happening All the while, j 
Parle o keeping up this holier-than- j 
thou image " The implication is that j 
Pure Drinks have pulled out BVO, 
while Parle continues using it 

In turn, Parle is hell-heni on des¬ 
troying Pepsi Foods Ltd and its olfer- 
ing, L.eher-Pepsi Officials circulated 
photocopies of a letter purportedly 
written by US-based PepsiCo Inc to 
the Indian health seivice department, 
requesting clearance to use BVO in its 
Indian drinks 

This squabbling has eflcctively sup¬ 
pressed the real issue, BVO Well, as 
far as the general public is concerned, 
anyway Says S R Khanna, an official 
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of the New Delhi-based Voluntary 
Organisation in the Interest of ( on- 
sumer Education. “The ban came into 
effect more than a month ago, why 
should It take them (the government) 
so much time to implement it, particu¬ 
larly when the guilty have also been 
named"’” 

It would appear that the ball is 
squaielv in the government's court 
The (.eritre, as well as the state 
goveiriments, will have to police the 
ban in tandem, but no one really 



Pure Drinks chaimuin Charanjlt 
Singh; cleariy gunning for Chauhan 


seems to be in a hurrv to do so While 
the Delhi .Administration is planning 
to iniiiale legal action against Parle, it 
IS not suie when exactly it will do so 
“The cMse w'lll go to the metropolitan 
magistiate in cliaigc of prevention of 
food adulteialion cases." says P N 
Gupta, an official with the Prevention 
of Food Adulteration depaitment of 
the Delhi Administration 

The laikadaisical attitude of gov¬ 
ernment agencies persists even after a 
ten-vear battle to get BVt)s banned in 
India The Central Committee for 
Food Standards iCCFS), comprising 
scientists and icprescntatives of con¬ 
sumer protection groups, had started 
mvestigation.s in 1979. But while con¬ 
cluding that BVOs should be discon¬ 
tinued. the CCFS conceded that there 
were no substitutes available. 
“Attempts have been made to use 
othei substitutes (for BVO),” says a 
19K8 British Standards Institute re¬ 
port “Propylene, diabenzote, 
glycerol, estergum of wood resin to 
help maintain uniform appearance (in 
soft drinks) However, none have 
been accepted as being free from 


long-term effects,” BVOs are banned 
in 129 countries The US permits its 
use on a limited basis, 1.5 parts per 
million (ppm) 

In 1988, Parle submitted to the 
CCFS that It uses 70 to 125 ppm of 
BVt), or 70 mg of BVO for every litre 
of beveiage. But now, it denies ever 
having mentioned it "Even before we 
switched over to fatty acids in January 
this year,” says a Parle official who 
declines to be identified, “we used 
only 30 ppm of BVO.” Parle officials 



Pari* boaa Ramesh Chauhan: 
in a spot 


claim that fatty acids are a safe substi¬ 
tute, but government agencies are not 
so sure It IS trying out estergum as a 
possible substitute, but this is contra¬ 
dicted by medical research in the UK 
As o( now, the soft-drink lobby is 
the clear winnei Besides, it has won 
the BVO battle once before. In 1988. 
when the government issued a noti¬ 
fication banning BVOs, the powerful 
lobby managed to get it deferred by 
two years, on the grounds that it is still 
searching for a substitute. The two 
years are up, and the controversy has 
surfaced yet again. And going by the 
past record of government action in 
health safety measures, the lobbyists 
could come through clean once more 
Right now. the lobby is fractured, with 
competitors gunning for each other 
But in a few months—or even 
weeks—when the BVO issue quietens 
down a bit. life—for the soft drink 
manufacturers—will go on. And life, 
for the consumers, will continue to be 
coloured by a deadly chemical 
cocktail. • 

Affnu Jaln/N»w IMM 
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VJP. Singh. He 


A homed bus^iessman on the 
Prone Minister's insistence on 
h^htg dte Airbtts A320s 
grounded 


■ Anew order 

T he succession is 
complete at 
Hindustan Lever Ltd 
(HLL). A.S. Ganguly, 
Lever’s hard-driving, 
fast-paced chairman, 
formally stepped down, 
giving way to his 
vice-chairman for the last 
two years, and his protege, 
S.M. Datta. Ganguly goes 
I on to join the Unilever 
board as a director 
! Ganguly orchestrated 
1 HLL’s taking over 
management of Brooke 
Bond, Lipton and Ponds 
in India, after the parent 
company, Unilever, 
merged with and bought 
out their international 
principals, catapulting the 
company into the 
I country’s largest 
j consumer products 
company, with a 



S.M. Datta: tough legacy 

combined sales turnover 
of Rs 2,440 crores. Datta 
will be picking up from 
where Ganguly left 
off—with HLL’s Rs 230 
crore liquid alkalyene 
benzene project, and an 
expansion of its trading 
and export activites. It 
should be interesting to 
see how Datta handles the 
competition, Nirma 
Chemical Works, Lever’s 
detergent nightmare, and 
the fast-emerging Procter 
& Gamble, which should 
give Lever a run for its 
money in the personal 
health product segment. 
Ganguly barely contained 
them. And his protege will 


have to give his best to 
keep the competition that 
way. 

■ If s raining 
dividends 

T hat’s Bajaj Auto Ltd’s 
style this year. Rahul 
Bajaj’s flagship company 
has declared a 
mind-boggling 110 per 
cent dividend this year 
(the standard is 10 to 20 
per cent for the corporate 
world), making its share 
pnces jump by Rs 50 to 
Rs 46'’ in a single day’s 
trading last week. Bajaj 
has reasons to be happy 
his benevolence is 
probably due to a 
remarkable performance 
in the past couple of 
years. The two-wheeler 
giant’s sales have now 
crossed the Rs 1 ,(X)0 crore 
level, to close at Rs 
1.064 76 crores for the 
year-ending March 1990, 
an almost Rs 400 crore 
jump from the previous 
year. Net profit has more 


than doubled, to Rs 65 14 
crores for the same 
comparative period. And 
Bajaj Auto continues to 
be the undisputed number 
one of the two-wheeler 
industry. The company 


Rahul Bajal: rain god 

may have overdone it a 
bit with its record 
dividend 
announcement—it merely 
serves to raise investor 
and consumer 
expectations, for a still 


better gift next year. On 
the other hand, Bajaj 
probably has a trick or 
two up his sleeve. 
Expansion, or new 
projects, perhaps? 
Keeping the crowds 
happy always helps. 

■ Spinning 
exports 

I t’s the Indian textile 
industry’s obvious way 
out, and the Bhilwara 
Textile Group, perhaps 
following m Arvindbhai 
Lalbhai’s footsteps. 


agree.s—export, and 
survive Rajasthan 
Spinning and Weaving 
Mills, part of the Rs 2(X) 
crore Rajasthan-based 
Bhilwara group of 
utmpanies. has made a 
small, but significant, 
move. The company will 
be exporting US $ 

1,00,000 worth of cotton 
knitwear to the lucrative 
US market. This is 
obviously part of a larger 
corporate design The 
outfit has set up a 
knitwear plant in Jammu, 
in technical collaboration 
with French company 
Davanlay, the makers of 
the Lacoste range of 
sports and casualwear. 
Bhilwara has also hooked 
an ex-Brooks Brothers 
executive as its NRI agent 
in the US. With such a 
project pedigree, all 
Bhilwara has to do is hold 
on to its intent. 


PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK 


L.C. Jain, former Planning Commission 
member 

• The Magsaysay award winner and 
champion of the voluntary organisations' 
cause turned in his papers last week, saying 
the carnage at Meham was too much to 
handle A non-economic motive, but Jain’s 
departure from the Commission will 
certainly lead to a reorientation of sorts 
Jain was the prime mover behind the budget’s misguided 
employment generation schemes and its stress on 
handloom weavers, both pet Jam topics. With the 
dedicated Gandhian’s exit, the Commission and its 
policies could turn to more pressing problems—poverty, 
power and industry, for a start. 
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Bear necessities 

Street-entertainers stand up for their rights 


F rom the streels of gay Pans to 
the grim confines of the Delhi 
zoo, Munrid has c<ime a long 
way, And now, this wonder bear of 
the Festival of India in France, has hit 
the headlines again 
I Muniia was picked up by officials of 
the environment ministry on 1 May, 
minutes before a performance in the 
congested Katampura area of Dcihion 
grounds thal he was being ill-treated 
and would be better off in the zoo, 
undei state supervision .Since then, 
Munna has been kept in solitary 
confincinent m the zoo, 
and aftei letusmg food 
for five days, is now on a 
frugal diet of bread and 
watci 

In the zoo, we find a 
hapless creature He is 
suffeimg liom corneal 
opacitv, which leads to 
blindness His leeth 
have been lemoved and 
his nails have been cut. 

“Munna was obsiouslv 
being ill-ireatei.) He 
can’t eat fuiit vir climb 
trees like other bears 
sdvs a zoo official Ills 
owners had obviously 
handicapped him to 
make the exhibition 
wrestling safe for hu¬ 
mans. Moieover, Mun- 
na’s half-blind state to¬ 
day. IS the result of long 
years of neglect, say the 
zoo doctors 
On the other side of the fence are 
Nasecr Khan and his wife Habeeban. 
for whom Munna is the onh souicc of 
income With Munna behind bars, 
Naseer and his 4f)-membcr family 
have been left penniless They allege 
that the zoo authorities aie solely 
responsible for Murma’s eye inteciion 
“He IS like our child," says Naseer, "if 
he could speak, he would tell you that 
he IS missing us and is very unhappy ” 
Maneka Gandhi has no business tak¬ 
ing away his livelihood from him, he 
adds. 

This IS not Naseer’s first fight to 
keep Munna In 1984. the forest 
ministry in Rajasthan put Munna in 


the Jaipur zoo Gniy after a Rajasthan 
court Older, was the bear returned to 
them French environmentalists were 
moved by Munna’s plight, too, “kid¬ 
napping” him in I’aris and returning 
him only when forced to by the 
authorities 

Naseer and Habeeban are not the 
only ones worried about Munna’s 
future With them are the hundreds of 
madaris who depend on their perform¬ 
ing animals for survival Teirified that 
their animals will also be taken away 


from them, they have oeen appealing 
to anyone who cares to listen 
Together with their performing monk¬ 
eys, bears, snakes and birds, the 
madaris have taken lo the streets m 
the ci'y, their ire squarely focussed on 
the "brash and impulsive" minister of 
state .'or environment, Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi Besides demonstrating outside 
her residence, they have also pro¬ 
tested outside the Prime Minister’s 
house, urging him--Mi vain, it seems— 
to intervene 

“Concern” for these people has cut 
across party lines. If one day local 
Janata Dal leader Dhirendra Pratap 
leads a demonstration to the PM’s 


residence, the next day it is former 
C'ongress MP Dharamdass Shastri 
heading a delegation to Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi’s house The question is the 
same—by what light has the environ¬ 
ment ministry taken away these peo¬ 
ple’s only source of livelihood’’ 
Thousands of people in the coiintiv 
live off their animals, be it (loni 
performing animals like bears or func¬ 
tional animals like bullocks. “Can the 
government afford to take away their 
animals from them, without offering 
them an alternative source of liveli¬ 


hood?" asks Dhirendra Pratap “Are 
you going to preserve wild life at the 
cost of human life?" demands a 
memorandum submitted to the PM. 
“If Maneka can have pet dogs, why 
can’t Naseer have a pet bear?” ques¬ 
tions Abdul Latif, who depends on his 
monkeys for survival. 

The issue poses a veritable Hob¬ 
son’s choice—a family’s survival ver¬ 
sus an animal's life And, for the 
animal itself, it is a choice between a 
life behind bars, as a show-piece for 
zoo visitors, and a life performing for 
the same visitors, but with the free¬ 
dom to move around m chains • 
IWmi Mn/Nmw thtihl 



A demonstration outside th« PM’» residence to protest the capture of Munna the bsar: 
a straggle for survival 
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Ttw Pakistml flag la burnt in Naw Daihi: it war Imminent? 

Apocalypse, 

ney^ 

Dont befooled by the hawks: a war 
will solve nothing 


T here are now very real tears 
in New Delhi that India and 
Pakistan may go to war over 
the next two months The 
Indian position is that 
Pakistan has already declared war bv 
training and arming the Kashmiri mili¬ 
tants. So, if India chooses to respond 
with a full-scale military invasion, then 
it will only be taking defensive action 
(Pakistan u-sed a variation of this argu¬ 
ment in 1971 ) 

For two months now, the ('abmet 
has debated the war option, but such 
hawks as Arun Nehru and Arif 
Mohammad Khan have been coun¬ 
tered by doves like George Fernandes 
and Inder Gujral And while the BJP 
has been pushing for some offensive 
action (a raid on training camps m 
Pakistan, for instance). Prime Minis¬ 
ter V.P. Singh has. till now, been un¬ 
willing to commit himself either way 
But, judging by the hawkish tone of 
his recent public utterances, the Raja 
seems to be on the verge of deciding in 
favour of war Those who have spoken 
to him recently say that his conversa¬ 
tion centres around references to the 
military balance and the need to tell 
the Pakistanis to lay off And there are 
disturbing reports about the defence 
forces being pushed into an advanced 
stage of preparedness 

Of course, this does not necessarily 
mean that war is imminent For one. 
the Indian show of aggression may just 
be an offensive posture designed to 
frighten the Pakistanis into scaling 
down their assistance to the Kashmiri 
militants 

And tor another, it is not easy for 
two countries to go to war if both the 
super-powers are intent on maintain¬ 
ing peace Last week. President Bush 
decided to send an emissary to the 
subcontinent to urge India and Pakis¬ 
tan to pull back And the Russians 
have made it very cleai that the last 
thing they want is an Indo-Pak war 
As Inder Gujral never tires of repeat¬ 
ing, It makes no sense to go to wai at a 
tunc w'hen the rest of the world is 
opting tor peace. 

N evertheless, there arc reasons 
why the idea of a war appeals to 
members of this government 

• Many ministers believe that Pakis¬ 
tan has ncvei forgotten the humilia¬ 
tions of 1971 and now seeks to avenge 
itself on India hv creating trouble in 
key border states Piiniab and Kash¬ 
mir, for instance If India does not act, 
Pakistan will destabilise other states as 
well. 


• At present, Pakistan is fighting a 
low-cost pro.\y war This is a war it 
cannot really lose because the Indian 
response is directed against the people 
of Kashmir, not at Pakistan. 

But once India converts this into a 
full-scale war, the Pakistanis will at 
last feel the heat themselves 

• Pakistan is still undergoing the pain¬ 
ful transition from martial law to 
democracy If India attacks now and 
inflicts a crushing defeat, it will be the 
psychological equivalent of the 1971 
humiliation Then, it took Pakistan a 
dozen years to recover (if you accept 
that It began seriously interfering in 
Punjab in 1983). One more defeat and 
India IS okay for another ten years. 

All these reasons are regularly trot¬ 
ted out at Cabinet meetings and adv¬ 
anced in public by members of govern¬ 
ment-sponsored think-tanks. They 
have some ment but nobody talks—on 
the record at least—about another, 
more cynical reason for going to war 


• As India's problems begin to seem 
more and more unmanageable and 
V P Singh's minority government 
seems less and less able to come to 
grips with the situation, war offers a 
political escape route. 

Past experience suggests that Indi¬ 
ans always unite behind a war-time 
government and push all other prob¬ 
lems to the back of their minds. Re¬ 
gardless of the mayhem in Meham, 
the fires that nobody can explain or 
the FIRs that nobody can understand, 
V.P Singh would suddenly emerge as 
a great leader who could count on the 
backing of the entire country It work¬ 
ed foi Lai Bahadur Shastn, the Raja’s 
mentor And it could work again. 

O r could It? While nobody seriously 
expects 1990 to be akin to 1971, 
many think that the least that India 
could hope for would be a repetition 
of the 1965 experience when the war r 
was inconclusive and both countries 
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f Anti'lndla demonstration In Kashmln a war will not assuage feeUiqis 


claimed victory 

Such a scenario, runs the aigument. 
IS not perfect, but would still work to 
the advantage of the National Front 
government. War has a way of silenc¬ 
ing critics and even if the result is a 
l%.'i-typc* stalemate, Rajiv Gandhi 
would seem like a traitor it he 

dared question the gov- _ 

ernment's claims of vie- 
tory (In 1%.S, ev- 
eiyhody accepted the 
official position that In- 
dia had won ) 

But while this seems V 
plausible enough on W '' 

paper, the hvpothesis ■ 

. rests on several key I HR 
assumptions- I Hip 


• That war would be 
swift. If India makes its 
gams quickly, then the 
nation will unite behind 
the regime If, however, 
the war drags on, then 
dissension is certain to 
grow within the Cabinet 
it.self and it will prove 
impossible to act 
coherently or decisively. 


• That once the war was over and 
India had won, the Kashmir problem 
would be solved 

• That Indians are so angry with 
Pakistan’s meddling in Kashmir that 
they don’t mind the high cost of a war 
(around Rs 600 crores a day at the 
minimum) or grudge the loss of lives. 


• That India’s prospects 
would not be damaged 
by the willingness of 
much of the population 
of Kashmir to side with 
Pakistan (In 1971, the 
'eadiness of the East 
^Pakistanis to assist India 
helped us win.) 

Sunday zriMi^^junoMo 


■ Everybody 
betieveethat 
PaltfttafitPrkra 
Miflleter Benneb’ 
Bhutto wrtHfHnrer 
allow • conflict to 
go midear, but what 
about BM»e who 
back Iw? Hie 
generals In Pahtetan? 


■ Judging by the 
hawkish tone of 
Indian Prime 
Minister V.P. 
Singh’s recent 
public utterances, 
the Raja seems to 
be on the verge of 
deciding in hivour 
of war 


N one of these assumptions is based 
on anything like certainty. And 
there are good reasons for questioning 
nearly every single one of them. For a 
start, the war would not be quick. 
Every military expert ( and this in¬ 
cludes the hawkslsaysihat itwill prob¬ 
ably go on for 15 days or more Then, 
the fact that the population of Kash¬ 
mir IS hostile (as aie many of those 
who live in the border areas of Pun¬ 
jab) is certain to damage the morale— 
to .say nothing of the efficiency—of the 
Indian Army. Moreover, even if India 
did defeat Pakistan decisively, it 
would not necessarily solve the Kash¬ 
mir problem The Kashmins allege 
that New Delhi is anti-Muslim and 
imposes Its will on them by force. 
They want independence, not union 
with Pakistan How will it help if India 
thrashes PakistanIt would still be 
perceived in Srinagar as anti-Muslim 
and intent on the use of force. 

And finally, even if the war does 
succeed in restoring law and order to 
Kashmir, will it have been worth the 
cost"^ Isn’t a minimum of Rs 1,000 
crores and thousands of lives lost a 
rather high price to pay for ending 
day-time curfew in Snnagar"^ 

And there are other—even more 
compelling—reasons for 
questioning the wi.sdom 
of the hawk.s All this 
talk of 1965 and 1971 
scenarios implicitly 
assumes that a 1990 war 
would he in 

effect It takes it for 
granted that the war 
would be confined to the 
^^H borders and that the 
only role played by the 
rest of the country 
^ would consist of sticking 

dark paper on windows 
and egging on our brave 
jawans This is a danger- 
ously naive belief 

iBK A war this year would 

vs RAMANAIHAN ^ot bc a limited engage- 

th® nient India would seek 

jf to crush Pakistan And 

Pakistan would know 
that It was fighting for its 
very survival. So, neith- 
’ er side would pull its 

C68, punches 

8 to Certain consequences 

■ of would then follow. 


• Both sides would re¬ 
sort to large-scale bomb¬ 
ing of civilian areas. In 
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1971, the Pakistanis fimnd it difficult 
to send their planes to Bombay from 
Karachi But now, with the F-lbs, 
they could go much further and take 
the war into the drawing-rooms of 
those who have, so far, regaided it as 
a largely intellectual activity. 

• Even if both sides decided to be 
good and promised not to bomb civi¬ 
lian targets, they would still attack key 
installations that were many miles 
from the front Once years ago, the 
Rajiv Gandhi regime reinforced the 
casing of oui nuclear power plants to 
ensure that they remained immune to 
bombing Since then, Pakistan has ac¬ 
quired new missiles that could prob- 


I that neither V.P Singh nor Benazir 
I Bhutto will ever allow a conflict to go 
! nuclear, but what about those who 
j back them ’ The generals in Pakistan? 
i The BJP? Devi Lai and Om Prakash 
I Chautala'' 

Those who push for war on the 
I grounds that Kashmir is the corner- 
! stone of our secularism miss an even 
I more obvious point. At each India- 
I Pakistan confrontation (even a cricket 
j match, but certainly a war), Hindus 
' check to-see which side Muslims are 
on In 1965 and 1971, the Muslims 
proved beyond a doubt that they had 
no loyalties to Pakistan. In 1990, they 
will do so again 



Destruction caused by the 1965 Indo-Pak conflict: in 1990, even if India 


wins, we could still lose 

ably explode through the casings and 
get the leactors 

Even if this does not happen, there 
are lots ol other targets that aie sitting 
ducks a single successful bombing 
some and the oil installations at Bom¬ 
bay High could turn into infernos 
• I lunigli nobody in India wants to 
talk about It. a war between two coun¬ 
tries til.It .lie perched on the edge of 
the nucle.i: precipice always runs the 
risk ol suddetiK escalating out of con¬ 
trol Indian iiiiclligence estimates that 
Pakistan h.is between three and six 
nuclcut devices V/c are only one 
screwdriier turn away tiom arming 
our own bombs (‘-.verybody believes 


As India’s problems 
begin to seem more and 
more unmanageable and 
V.P. Singh’s minority 
government seems less 
and less able to come to 
grips with the situation, 
war offers a political 
escape route 


With one significant exception. 

The Muslims of Kashmir are bound 
to support the Pakistanis—of this, 
there can now be no doubt. Such sup¬ 
port, at a time when the atmosphere is 
surcharged with jingoism and nascent 
Hindu communalism, will be the 
flame that sets off a major conflagra¬ 
tion It will give Hindu chauvinists the 
opportunity they need to question the 
loyalty of all Muslims and turn against 
them 

Can our secularism survive such an 
explosion of hatred'’ 


T he pioblem with the hawks is that 
they fail to realise that even if 
India wim, we could all still lo.se. The 
cost in lives and resouices is quantifi¬ 
able. But who knows how many urban 
areas will be reduced to rubble'’ How 
many oil installations bombed'’ How 
many nuclear reactors brought to the 
bnnic of disaster"’ 

And what about the greatest loss— 
one that is unquantifiabie ' What hap¬ 
pens if a war succeeds in ‘confirming’ 
to the Hindu communali.sts that most 
Muslims have loyalties to Pakistan'’ 
At that stage, nobody will be piepared 
to listen to those who will explain that 
the Kashmiiis are diflerent and that 
their behaviour is in no sense typical 
of Indian Muslims And once such an 
ugly outbreak of communal hatred 
takes place, will any Muslim feel se¬ 
cure again in India'’ 

These are costs that we will have to 
pay even if, at the end of 20 days of 
pitched combat, the Pakistani Army 
surrenders. (Never mind the cost if wc 
lose ) And what will we have gained in 
the process? Kashmir will remain hos¬ 
tile Its people will continue to be 
sullen. Only a few thousand militants 
will no longer get arms from Pakistan 
Is it all worth it'' 

The danger with arguing for peace 
in the present context is that it can 
sometimes be mistaken for defeatism. 
That is not the purpose of this exer¬ 
cise If Pakistan attacks us, then we 
must fight and defend our sovereignty 
— regardle.s.s of the cost 

But if there is a war, it won ! be for 
that reason It will be caused simply 
because a minority government in 
New Delhi isn't quite sure how best to 
restore law and order to a state. There 
arc many circumstances in which it is 
worth sacnticing lives and a decade’s 
worth of economic development and 
risking our secular consensus 
But political ineptitude is not one of 
them • 
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MANI-TALK 


MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


A le tter to Do or darsha n 

Despite its tall promises, the NF has done little about giving 
autonomy to the electronic media 


■Ullllllllllli^" ^ j My dear director 
general, 

\ Saw your chap 

-j" 

i CT other day The 

y. funny little man 
|jB|jL with the tunny fur 

cap You can ai- 
ways tell him by 
his He 

said that if 1 was 
sick of seeing too much of him on the 
screen I should drop you a postcard 

Good of him to let me know—and 
that too just in the nick of time be¬ 
cause you are director general (DG) 
this month, even though they sent you 
out on long leave till last month and 
God knows what they’ll be doing to 
you next month Their problem with 
you is that the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC)—an indepen¬ 
dent, autonomous body of the kind 
they say they want to have run Door¬ 
darshan—selected you as DG, out of a 
panel of several names, as the most 
experienced, able and professional of 
the candidates. Unfortunately, the 
UPSC did this when Rajiv Gandhi was 
Prime Minister. Which makes you, in 
their eyes, a Rajiv Gandhi man. And, 
therefore, to be trifled with till they 
get the opportunity of turning you out 
^ much for “value-based" adminis¬ 
tration 

Anyhow, while you’re still there 
(and, let me comfort you, while 
they’re still there) let’s take our PM 
seriously and drop each other post¬ 
cards. The real problem is. how to 
compress one’s woes into a single 
postcard? I would need an entire se- 
nal—9.3 episodes, perhaps, if the cut 
the NF dalals demand is reasonable— 
to really pour out my heart But let’s, 
at any rate, kick off. 

Ever since Independence, previous 
regimes have made it clear that the 
electronic media (Akashvani and 
Doordarshan) is a government- 
owned, government-run, government- 
monopoly and, as such, responsible 
through the minister of I&B to Parlia¬ 
ment and through Parliament to the 
people. (TTie Janata interregnum of 


1977-79 began by claiming it was diffe¬ 
rent, but.provided the general public 
with .so much entertainment through 
its live-shows that no one much 
noticed them watering the milk of 
autonomy') The revolutionary change 
which the Prasar Bharati Bill brings is 
to keep the electronic media a govern¬ 
ment-owned, government-run, gov¬ 
ernment-monopoly but absolve the 
minister of l&B of responsibility to 
Parliament And absolve Parliament 
of Its accountability to the people' 
Democracy zindabadl 

Responsibility to Parliament and 
accountability to the people are the 
essence of democracy The Rajiv gov¬ 
ernment’s handling of Doordarshan 
was repeatedly—and, sometimes, I 
hold, deservedly—criticised on the 
floor of the House That is called re¬ 
sponsibility. It was one of the big 
issues bruited about at the last elec¬ 
tions. ITie Rajiv regime fell. That is 
accountability. 

If V.P. Singh and 
clapper-boy Upendra 
were prepared to priva¬ 
tise the electronic media 
and let Nusli Wadia— 
and the other 
moneybags who finance 
them—^run different pri¬ 
vately-owned TV chan¬ 
nels and stations, then it 
would be reasonable to 
say that the networks 
would be responsible 
and accountable to their 
shareholders, not to the 
general electorate. The 
Prasar Bharati Bill 
keeps Doordarshan 
firmly in the public do¬ 
main. What the Man in 
the Fur Cap and his shy, 
blushful minister of I&B 
(men so modest and re¬ 
tiring that it is only with 
the greatest reluctance 
that they order their 
cameramen to follow 
them wherever they go) 
want to ensure is that 
they continue running 


the show from behind the scenes, take 
a bow in the wings for whatever ap¬ 
plause they might garner, and blame it 
all on others for anything that goes 
wrong 

The fact is that what the NF is after 
is not autonomy but the de- 
democratisation of the expenditure of 
hundreds of crores of public money 
For li it IS genuine autonomy it seeks 
then what is it that has stopped them 
all these months from giving full func¬ 
tional autonomy to Doordarshan’s 
news and current affairs division? No 
legislation is required to give this divi¬ 
sion Its freedom. Yet the NF govern¬ 
ment has changed the head of this 
division no less than three times in six 
months—and all because the puppet it 
put in turned out to have a broken 
string! So much, once again, for 
“valued-based” administration 

T he Congress made no bones about 
its conception of the role of the 
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electronic media. It did not envisage 
the electronic media as a kind of pale 
imitation of the “freedom” of informa¬ 
tion and expression as exercised in the 
privately-owned print media. It saw 
the electronic media in terms of “na¬ 
tion-building” (and, yes, paid the 
price for this at the polls). 

The NF. on the other hand, hood¬ 
winked the people into believing that, 
in the name of freedom, it would con¬ 
vert Doordarshan into a cross between 
the Indian Express and Savvy, so a 
grateful public panting for pulchri¬ 
tude—political or personal, provided 
only that it titillates, and to hell with 
the truth—put V P. Singh into the 
Prime Minister’s gaddt and Upendra 
into Sha.stri Bhawan. 

Since V.P Singh knows everything 
about image-building (and little about 
nation-building) in the first few heady 
' weeks of power, Doordarshan was 
told to adopt the “investigative repor¬ 
ters” and “fearless commentators” of 
the pie.ss as its role models. So, in¬ 
stead of telling the country the larger 
truth of the terrible long-term con¬ 
sequences to nation-building of the 
wholly unnecessary release of five top 
criminals in exchange for Rubaiya, 
Doordarshan turned its cameras on 
the more immediate journalistic truth 
of the victory celebrations of the ter¬ 


rorists and secessionists in Snnagar's 
Lai Chowk. The result was the biggest 
morale booster that terrorism in India 
has ever received. We are living today 
with the consequences of electronic 
journalism playing to the gallery with 
no regard for the national interest. 

Perhaps, even then, the NF could 
have persisted with its experiment in 
letting It all hang out. We have learnt 
from experience that wrapping up un¬ 
comfortable truths by pretending they 
do not exist does not drive them away. 

If “freedom” not “nation-building” 
is, indeed, to be the leitmotif of Door¬ 
darshan, surely its news reporters 
should have been told to visit the fami¬ 
lies of Mushir-ul-Haq and Khera to 
ask them on camera whether they had 
seen the Mufti feeding laddoos to the 
Prime Minister when his daughter had 
been released"^ 

Or, if that IS too much for our 
“liberals” to stomach, why not a TV 
confrontation between Jagmohan and 
George Fernandes on who precisely is 
making a mess of things in Kashmir? 
Or sending a team to Devi Lai the day 
he resigned to tell the country what 
exactly he thinks of V.P. Singh? Or to 
Jaipal Reddy, on the day V.P Singh 
let him down, to ask what exactly he 
thinks of his one-time patron and 
mentor? 


Other story ideas Kuchchi Devi on 
the Thakurs of Fatehpur and how 
comforted she feels over one of their 
ilk being her MP in Parliament. Or 
Kerala chief minister Nayanar discus¬ 
sing rape over a cup of tea. Or a 
phone-in interview with Hegde on 
techniques of telephone-tapping. Or 
Anand Singh Dangi’s wife (or is she 
his widow? For, at the time of writing, 
even she does not know whether 
Chautala has left her husband alive or 
not) graphically describing the atroci¬ 
ties to which she and her children had 
been subjected by the family of the 
“founder of the National Front” (V P 
Singh’s phrase) and carefully chosen 
Upa-Pradhan Mantri of the value- 
based NF government. 

Or, maybe, we could get S K. Singh 
to tell us about foreign policy under 
Gujral. Or Sam Pitroda on Unni. 
And—why nof^—Unni on Sam Pitro¬ 
da Would not viewers wish S S Dha- 
noa to share with us his thoughts on 
being so unceremoniously kicked out 
of the Election Commission? Or even, 
Mr director general, yours on what it 
feels like to be kept cooling your 
heels, when you have only 15 months 
left before superannuation to bring to 
Doordarshan the distilled results of .35 | 
years of professional expertise in 
broadcasting and telecasting'^ 

One more theme and I am through 
A weekly senal called “Bioken Prom¬ 
ises”, featuring interviews with kisans 
whose loans have not been waived, 
unemployed youths brandishing their 
‘Right to Work’, ex-seivicemen who 
have still to receive equal pension for 
equal rank, and not victims telling us 
how they are faring under the NF-BJP 
brand of secularism'’ 

I nstead, what do wc get'’ Endless 
clips of Sharad Yadav and Ram 
Vilas Paswan reading out the cliches 
wntten for them by their joint secre¬ 
taries, now, don’t jump up and ask; 
what did you lot do when you were in 
office? 'The answer is: exactly what 
this lot IS doing now! The difference is 
that the Congress did what it said it 
would do. The NF, on the other hand, 
is doing what it said it would change. 

Actually, in the last elections, the 
Congress, learning from its past mis¬ 
takes, had promised what was feasi¬ 
ble: functional autonomy. The NF 
bypasses the essential and, as usual, 
goes in for institutional tinkering. 

The real requirement of Doordar¬ 
shan is not institutional autonomy but 
functional autonomy, and functional ] 




V.P. Singh (hrft) and P. 

Upandra: they want to 
ensure that they continue 
running the show from 
behind the semes, take a 
bow in the wings for what¬ 
ever applause they might 
gamer, and blame it all on 
others for anydting that goes 
wrong 
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! autonomy can be etfeetively exercised 
I only by a throughly professional orga- 
I nisation The hardware expansion of 
Doordarshan far outpaced the profes- 
stonahsadon ol its personnel That is 
why Doordarshan engineers are 
world-class but their programme per¬ 
sonnel are still, by and large, the pits 
Till now, Doordarshan’s news and 
current affairs division have been staf- 
I fed by guys and dolls who could not 
I even make it m imiinaiism and have 
I got to where they are by knowing how 
to gre.ise the IAS with the only lubri- 
! cant the IAS really enjoys—flattery. 

In the initial jihase, there was little 
.iltcrnalive to letting an assymetry de¬ 
velop between the physical infrastruc¬ 
ture and programme personnel be¬ 
cause It was only after the network 
was in place that there was really a 
tareei to be made in TV news and 
cuiient affairs Now, at last, com¬ 
mencing J‘)S8, the first batch of repor¬ 
ters was recruited who are going to 
make a lifc-time profession of TV re¬ 
porting 

The rcttl problem before Doordar- 
sh;in IS not how to keep V.P. Singh off 
the small screen but how to ready 
out selves for the technological chal¬ 
lenge that IS inevitably coming—prob¬ 
ably within the next decade—of IV 
sets in India being able to receive 
transmissions direct horn anywhere in 
the world, not |ust luuy drawingroom 
dramas fiom Pakistan in the border 
districts of Punjab but TV transmis¬ 
sions trom Washington and Moscow, 
Tehran and Beijing, Dhaka and Col¬ 
ombo ft will have a staggering impact 
on our lives, on our polity, on our 
sDCiety, on our economy, on our cul¬ 
ture The BBC’Urdu News Service, by 
repeatedly broadcasting lies about the 
Babri Ma.sjid in the middle of our 
election campaign, succeeded in sub¬ 
verting our democracy by giving the 
National Front its decisive edge over 
the Congress among the Urdu- 
speaking communities of the north. 
What direct transmissions could do to 
! our sovereignty and sovereign will is 
I the real national issue for us to con- 
1 front It will take at least a decade to 
i build piotessionalism that will even 
begin to ready the Doordarshan 
jawuns for this invasion C’an we do it 
by keeping Doordarshan as a govern¬ 
ment monopoly'^ Do we not need to 
experiment in real functional auton¬ 
omy? 1 low best can we give our pro¬ 
fessionals m news and current affairs 
the oppoituiiitv of giving creative ex¬ 
pression to reporting and commen¬ 
tary? How to reconcile the impera- 


WHOWtU HEAD THE 
PRASAR BHARATI? 



Khushwant Singh: for having 
travelled from Sanjay Gandhi to L.K 
Advani? 



Pran Chopra: for not knowing the 
difference between a minority and a 
coalition government 



NikhU Ch^ravartlry: for having 
converted journalism into an advanced 
course in sycophancy? 



_ ^ 

Anin Shourio: for not being able to 
make it to the Rajya Sabha? 


lives of the “freedom of expression” ” 
and “constructive nation-building?” 

Instead ol even beginning to consid¬ 
er these leal questions, the NF is up to 
Its usual ruse of diverting attention to 
the establishment of “autonomous” 
commissions and corporations which it 
can pack with its India International 
Centre friends whose intellectual ob¬ 
jectivity has, apparently, been sub¬ 
jected to the ultimate shibboleth Do 
you h;itc Rajiv Gandhi? If so, please 
Sign up If not, autonomy is not for 
you 

For, alter dll, who is it they will be 
putting into governorship of their new 
corporation. Prasar Bharati'^ Khush¬ 
want .Singh—for having travelled all 
the way from Sanjay Gandhi to L K 
Advani? Pran Chopra—for not know¬ 
ing the difference between a minonty 
government and a Coalition govern¬ 
ment‘s Nikhil Chakravartty—for hav¬ 
ing converted journalism into an adv¬ 
anced course in sycophancy? Arun ‘ 
Shourie—as c(>mpensation for the 
Prime Minister not having the guts to 
nominate him to the Rajya Sabha in 
the face of the Tau’s dire warning that 
he would make an Amir Singh out of 
V P Singh if the Prime Ministei tned 
to be an autonomous PM'S B.G 
Vcighese--for having so endeared 
himself to the electorate that he was 
the only prominent Indira-baiter to 
lae an election in 1977? Amita Malik 
as a kind of Nineties’ production of 
The Taming Of The Shrew'^ Or God 
forbid, Vinod Mehta, the ageing and 
fading sometime-editor, who has 
taken such umbiage at my mixing him 
up with the “ageing and fading film 
star", Vinod Khanna 

All that the Prasar Bharati Bill is ) 
going to do is change the nomencla¬ 
ture of Akashvani and Doordarshan 
(perfectly good names, one would 
have thought) to Prasar Bharati and 
give V P (which is what all of us so 
affectionately call him) the opportun¬ 
ity of besfow'ing patronage on all those 
who are brim-full of affection for him 
Phil ca change, plus e’est la mime 
those, as the Frogs would say, (The 
more things change, the more they 
remain the same). 

Actually, Shiv, I have a much better 
idea. Why stop at taking off V.P. 
Singh from the small screen? Why not 
take him off altogether? 

With much affection, 

Autonomously yours, 
Mani • 

vi9W8 expressed in ttus oolumn are those of its 
author and €io fieri purpofi to oone^tute an otflciel 
statement of the Congreaa party's poeiOon r' 

SUNDAY 27 1990 


74 








3; U'.'"'*. S ( V 3. 


In deep waters 

Marine fish tanks are here to stay 


M arine tanks are in. And the 
ordinary aquarium of yester¬ 
day is just another plebian 
fixture as far as Bombay’s select band 
of aquatic enthusiasts are concerned. 
Keeping marine fish tanks or salt wa¬ 
ter tanks—as opposed to the mundane 
fresh water tanks which grace middle- 
class drawing rooms—is a fad that the 
city’s rich are taking to in a big way. 
And in keeping with their tastes, this 
hobby is exotic, elitist and exorbitant¬ 
ly expensive. A faithful replication of 
the deep sea environment requires not 
just skill, but loads of money as well. 
^ Nitesh Patel, the man^ 
who introduced this new 5 
hobby to India is no? 
newcomer to the marine 5 
world. Patel and his wife § 

Rupa, have been in the 
business of making fresh 
j water fish tanks for 
I homes, offices, and res- 
I taurants.Theircreations 
I also grace the interna- 
I tional and domestic air- 
■ ports in Bombay They 
: have designed a fisheries 
i pioject in the Anda- 
{ mans, a sea water 
i aquarium at the 
I 'V^isakhapatnam naval 
j base and an aquarium at 
the Pragati Maidan for 
the ocean development 
department too. Such 
familiarity with the life aquatic was 
j perfect material for the creation of an 
I innovative idea—and the birth of 
I marine tanks. 

i Keeping a marine tank at home is 
I no easy business. Most tanks are ab- 
I out four feet long and a foot and a half 
: deep. An initial investment of Rs 
I 15,000 is required for the tank alone, 

: and this is not the end of the matter. 

I Obtaining the exotic marine creatures 
1 is where most of the fun lies. Deep sea 
I fish are extremely elusive. As Patel 
! says, “It is not easy to catch marine 
j fish. The diver has to go pretty deep 
j with a torch and maybe he gets just 
i one fish." It is this sense of adventure 
I that motivates the enthusiasts. 

I With pollution along the Indian 
' coast having killed most marine fish, 

I___ 
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the creatures are usually imported 
from the Philippines. Some fish, 
however, are found in coral reefs 
along the Lakshwadeep and the Anda¬ 
man islands. 

Painstaking care and constant vigi¬ 
lance are necessary ingredients of this 
fascinating hobby. Filtration of the 
water is the most important aspect of 
keeping the tank ‘healthy’. The fish 
need 1,650 litres per hour filtration to 
deaf off noxious gasses and the tiniest 
P'Bins of dirt, because any impurities 
in the water can kill the fish. 

ITie tanks also need to be regularly 


checked to ensure that the level of 
nitrates and nitntes remains stable. 
The same care has to be taken with the 
Ph levels. The salinity of water has to 
be monitored, too. Since the fish and 
other living organisms use up trace 
nitrates and nitrites remains stable, 
sent in the tank, the selective replace¬ 
ment of these becomes absolutely im¬ 
perative. Once the water is set and 
matured, though, it becomes stable. 
Such specialised equipment as test 
kits, filters, heaters, thermometers 
and even medicines are required for 
the upkeep of the marine fish. Since 
these are not available in India they 
are imported, mostly from Germany. 

This hobby extracts a high price, not 
only financially, but also in terms of 
time, energy and commitment. But, to 


Nitesh and Rupa Patel, Dr Dilip Vira- 
ni and Suresh Cordo—all marine fish 
enthusiasts—it is well worth the trou¬ 
ble. Virani, a well-known surgeon 
owns a superbly vibrant tank with a 
colony of sponges, live coral and vol¬ 
canic rocks from the Andamans. 
Suresh Cordo, a graphic designer by | 
profession has what one would call an ' 
‘adman’s’ tank. It is very artistic, 
almost stylised, with its deliberately 
flattened out rocks. Cordo insists that 
he wants a serene environment for his 
fish—an environment where the fish 
feel at home—even if it’s once le- 


moved 

But what accounts for this fascina¬ 
tion with marine fish? Explains Nitesh 
Patel, with whom it all began, “It gives 
you a satisfaction that is indescribable. 
It IS out of this world The colour and 
shapes of the fish. Colours you don’t 
see naturally, their movements in and 
out of the sand, sleeping at nights in 
the coral and coming out at sunrise.” 

The enthusiasts often meet and dis¬ 
cuss their fish because information on 
this subject is scarce in India While 
they admit that the present costs of 
keeping a marine tank are prohibitive, 
they hope that the craze will catch on 
and decrease costs considerably. 
According to them, it is only a matter 
of time. • 
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RAJ AND 
SWARAJ 

Partap Sharmas serial for Channel 
Four provides new insights into 
India’s colonial era 


T he sahibs have gone but the 
Raj lives on; in films, 
documentaries, television 
series and, of course, his¬ 
tory books.' But if Partap 
Sharma, novelist and filmmaker 
whose claim to fame is his voice-over 
for countless documentaries, is to be 
believed,'there may be a different side 
to the largely pro-British story of Indi¬ 
an Independence that has found 
favour with historians worldwide. And 
this is the subject of his 13-episode 
television series titled. The British Raj 
Through Indian Eyes, in the last leg of 
its post-production work before being 
telecast on UK’s Channel Four. “The 
Raj penod,” says Sharma, “has been 
formative as far as India and Britain 
are concerned and it would be ostrich¬ 
like not to examine it. The trouble 
with Indians is that because they want 
to forget it, they would rather not see 
it (on film). But our strength lies in 
seeing it and coming to terms with it.” 

According to Sharma, 
history, as recorded by 
British historians, is re¬ 
plete with “myths and 
cliches about the Raj 
which have oversha¬ 
dowed the truth”. And 
this is what Sharma 
“tackles and explodes by 
examining circumstan¬ 
tial evidence”. Small 
wonder then, that he de¬ 
scribes his series as a 
“thesis” which is not just 
a study of history but of 
its methods and the peo¬ 
ple involved. “It’s a 
three-tiered senes which 
deals with the phobias of 
the British about the In¬ 
dians and vice versa,” 
explains the director. 


Set in the docu-drama 
format. The British Raj 
grapples with three 
pivotal periods of the 
colonial era’ the 1857 
Mutiny, the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre, and In¬ 
dian Independence and 
the Partition (1942 to 
1947). Between these 
there are numerous in- 
ter-linking events, 
which Sharma has pre¬ 
sented with the help of 
historical data, inter¬ 
views with historians, 
evidence that the series’ 
own team of researchers 
unearthed, discussions with the de¬ 
scendants of historical hgures, and in 
certain instances, dramatisation of 
events. Throughout the senes, howev¬ 
er, the director and his team focussed 
on “primary source research because 
we were dealing with things that were 




"The series will raise controversies. It's 
not intended to raise hackles but 
generate interest in our past." 


pushed in the shadows, as myths had 
taken over the truth”. 


lost historians have fostered the 
Imyth that the British “came to 
trade and stayed to rule”, and that 
only after Clive won the Battle of Plas- 
sey in 1757 did they attempt temtorial 
control. But Sharma believed that 
there was enough circumstantial evi¬ 
dence to doubt this theory, “and like a 
detective among the dead”, he started 
“lookmg around for evidence.” 

He found it in the court records of 
Emperor James 11, which contained 
details about a “forgotten war” which 
was declared for “Hindustan” much 
before the Battle of Plassey. “This 
evidence,” says Sharma, “shattered 
yet another myth—that the British 
were responsible for instilling a sense 
of national unity among Indians who 
were just diverse caste groups fighting 
among themselves.” If that was the 
case, argues the director, the records 
would never have referred to the Indi¬ 
an nation as “Hindustan”. 

The series abounds in such insights 
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into Indian history, all backed up by 
“authentic research” You have one of 
Bhagat Singh’s associates, who had 
been sent to the Andamans as punish¬ 
ment for his involvement in the con¬ 
spiracy against the British, recounting 
' details of the action plan and the exact 
manner in which it was executed. Also 
featured is an Indian revolutionary 
who killed six Englishmen but man- 
iged to escape. The relatives and ac¬ 
quaintances of the folk heroes of the 
freedom movement give their side of 
what has remained—for the most 
part—a Bntish tale of Indian Inde¬ 
pendence, 

The amount of research required 
and the painstaking accumulation of 
facts meant that the senes was seven 
years in the making. “All our fmdings 
have been cross-checked five times 
with police and hospital records, and 
quotes from living witnesses wherever 
possible,” says Sharma, 

It was. in fact, only in December 
1989, after five years of continuous 
research by a team of 57 consultants 
r and 40 researchers, that shooting com¬ 
menced. Filmed in India and England, 


the series is co-produced by Sharma’s 
Indotocus Films, Channel Four and 
the Sterling Group of Publications at a 
cost of Rs 60 5 lakhs. Doordarshan, is 
apparently, interested in telecasting 
the series But, unfortunately. The 
British Raj, is yet to find a sponsor. 

The funds for the sustained research 

work required for the- 

serial, weren’t easy to 
come by. “Channel Four 
agreed to put in 50 per 
cent if I could raise the 
rest,” recalls Sharma 
He app.roached a num¬ 
ber of industrialists for 
contributions but almost 
all of them wanted to 
know the “financial 
value of investing in a 
series like this”, and fol¬ 
lowed this up with a 
blank refusal Finally, 
the Canadian proprietor 
of an Indian company 
agreed to shell out the 
money. But the deal was 
called off when the 
financier decided he’d 


Th^BrltMi Raj Throng 
IntUanEyea 

Shatters the myth that the 
British were responsible for 
instilling a sense of national 
unity among the Indians. 


like a say in the editorial content of 
the series. Moreover, Sharma dis¬ 
closes, “He was .scared that the project 
would turn out to be a ‘controversial’ 
one. Ultimately it was a consortium of 
smaller groups, including the Sterling 
Group, which raised the money to buy 
out the Canadian’s share and get the 
project going.” 

Sharma is confident about one 
thing; that The British Raj will attract 
attention “Of aiiirse, the series will 
raise controversies,” he asserts. “If it 
didn’t,il would be like another history 
lesson. But the question is what kind 
of controversies it will raise. It’s not 
intended to raise hackles but generate 
interest in our past and provoke de¬ 
bates ” It has, in fact, been suggested 
that Channel Four initiate a group dis¬ 
cussion after each episode. 

Nobody was short on gratuitous 
advice for director Sharma, either 
Channel Four, for instance, proposed 
to send over a team of editors to help 
the filmmaker sift through the 1,6(10 
hours of film material that he needed 
to edit into 1.1 compact episodes (52- 
minutes each) Sharma’s reply was 
swift and scathing ““'I he next time 
your wife has a baby,” he suggested, 
“I’ll send a butcher to chop it up ” The 
Channel Four team kept well away 
after that, and Sharma hopes to com¬ 
plete editing bv September 

Also in the works is a 
book based on the 
series, which will pro¬ 
vide “primary source 
material” to many his¬ 
tory Students In fact. 
Dr Judith Browne, 
chairper.son of the Ox¬ 
ford University’s history 
department has already 
requested access to the 
“new, original and prim¬ 
ary source research on 
which the series is 
based”. As Sharma says, 
with justifiable pride: 
“India won independ¬ 
ence. But with this 
series it will win dignity 
for its points of view.”# 
AdWa Chattm'hm/Boiubay 


TheBrithhRaJ 
will attract 
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thrae-tierad 
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tile IndfaMis and 
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MUSK 


NOTE-WORTHY 

Ilaiyaraaja is the best the south Indian movie scene has to offer 


H e made his debut in Tamil 
movies in 1976, compos¬ 
ing the score for Annakili. 
And a mere 14 years later, 
music director Ilaiyaraaja 
(45) had completed work on his 50()th 
film, Anjali. The achievement would 
be impres.sive enough in terms of 
sheer productivity, even if the quality 
of Raaja’s work was a little suspect 
But no, his music compositions are 
easily the best that south Indian cine¬ 
ma has to offer. Testifies violin vir¬ 
tuoso L. Subramaniam, “He is as good | 
a composer as any top- 
ranking one anywhere in 
the world ” 

As Ilaiyaraaja begins 
work on his 501st film, 

Jagadeka Veerudu, Athi- 
loka Sundari (Telugu), 
in his small recording 
theatre in Prasad Stu¬ 
dio, Kodambakkam, it 
is easy to see why he is 
so prolific. While other 
composers play and re¬ 
play a reel a number of 
times before they come 
up with the background 
score—this, often with 
the help of the many 
assistants gathered 
around—Raaja works 
differently. The scene is 
projected on the screen 
and the director im¬ 
mediately knocks off the 
complete score A 
dozen instrumentalists 
stand silently behind the 
director as he works on 
I his score-pad, and copy 
I down their individual 
I parts Raaja does not 
I demonstrate any music¬ 
al movement on his har¬ 
monium the score is put 
I down in western nota¬ 
tions for the benefit of 
the musicians 

Composing a song 
takes only 20 minutes or 
so, with Ilaiyaraaja not¬ 
ing down the orchestra¬ 
tion to the minutest de¬ 
tail, without missing a 


single obbligato. The minor innovations 
in the course of song recording are 
done with the minimum of fuss. “It is 
as if there is a computer working in¬ 
side him,” says long-time associate T. 
Sundararajan. Agrees G K. Venk- 
atesh, now assisting Raaja with the 
background score for Jagadeka Veeru¬ 
du, Athiloka Sundari, “He can finish 
an entire movie in less than three 
days, while the others take two or 
three months, or even more. Once he 
completed two films simultaneously in 
I just five days .” 


Unlike most other music directors, 
Raaja pays as much attention to the 
background score as he does to his 
song compositions. “The orchestra¬ 
tion is like a foreign film. That is why 
we are all coming from Bombay to 
work with Ilaiyaraaja,” says Shyam 
Raj, a saxophone player in the direc¬ 
tor’s music group. “He just looks at 
the screen and it comes out tak, tak, 
tak. It’s as if he has already decided 
the entire score and seen the film a 
hundred times. It is incredible.” 

Film producer D.V.S Raju 
testifies to the dis¬ 
tinctive quality of 
Raaja’s work: “You can 
close your eyes and sit in 
the theatre, but it will 
not take you more than 
a couple of minutes to 
know that the film’s 
music has been scored 
by Ilaiyaraaja. There is 
a big distance between 
him and the others in 
the field He is clearly 
the number one here.” 
Eminent Hindi film 
music director Naushad 
admits. “Raaja has 
achieved a hundred 
times more than anyone 
else in Indian film 
music ” 

Small wonder then, 
that Ilaiyaraaja—also 
called Isaignani (Music¬ 
al saint) and Isatchakra- 
varthi (Emperor of 
music)—IS as much of a 
star in the south as cellu¬ 
loid heroes Rajnikant 
and Kamalahasan. A 
sure-fire way to sell a 
film IS to get the three- 
time National Award 
winner to compose the 
music and then splash 
his pictures on the pub¬ 
licity posters. Ilaiyaraaja 
extracts his price, asking 
for, and getting, astro¬ 
nomical sums for every 
film. His friends, 
however, maintain that 
he demands only such 



The ability to integrate is ilaiyaraaja’s 
greatest strength. He borrows from Bach, 
from Beethoven and even from the 
simplest village tunes 
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» sums as individual film¬ 
makers can afford 

B eing south India's 
highest-paid music 
director can’t erase ail 
memories of early 
insecurities, but in 
Ilaiyaraaja’s case it cer¬ 
tainly helps. The com¬ 
poser, however, is very 
cagey about his child¬ 
hood years, filled with 
poverty and hunger as 
they were Raaja’s 
father, Ramasamy, was 
a supervisor in an estate 
and the owner of a tiny 
piece of land in a hilly 
hamlet. Since he was a 
Hanjan, he stayed on 
the outskirts of the vil¬ 
lage with his four wives 
and ten children In 
Atime, he converted to 
Christianity, calling 
himself Daniel Ramasamy. 

Raaja, second among the three sons 
of Ramasamy’s fourth wife Chin- 
nathayi, was still at school when his 
father died. His mother began doing 
odd jobs on the estate to keep starva¬ 
tion at bay, and Raaja had to quit 
studying—he was in the eighth class— 
to join his stepbrother Varadarajan’s 
music troupe, which gave programmes 
on behalf of the communist party. 

He began with singing the female 
parts, graduating to playing the har¬ 
monium. With elder brother Bhaskar 
on the tabla and the younger Amar 
performing on a number of instru¬ 
ments, the “Paavaalar brothers" soon 
f* became a crowd-puller in rural Tamil 
Nadu. Around this time, they met a 
cholera inspector, Bharatiraja, who 
spent his time mimicking Sivaji Gane- 
san and M.G. Ramachandran at the 
wayside tea-stalls, when not dreaming 
of a film career. When Bharatiraja 
took the train to Kodambakkam the 
Paavaalar brothers followed 
The break was a long time in com¬ 
ing. In the meantime, the brothers 
performed on Madras beach, quite 
literally singing for their supper. 
Ilaiyaraaja was a cut above his sibl¬ 
ings, but with little formal education 
and no training in music, there was 
little hope of his getting a look into the 
south Indian movie scene 
However, contrary to the conven¬ 
tional wisdom on the subject, Raaja 
did manage an entry and clung on with 
his fingernails. His friend S.P. Bala- 
ubramaniam (now one of the fore¬ 





I laiyaraaja is as much of a hero in the 
south as Rajnikant and Kamaiahasan. A 
sure-fire way to sell a film is to splash his 
pictures on the posters 


most playback singers in the state) had 
a music troupe, and Raaja applied for 
a job, clutching his ancient harmo¬ 
nium close to his heart Balu informed 
the young man from Pannaipuram vil¬ 
lage that there was no job for a harmo¬ 
nium player That’s okay, said Raaja, 
I can play the guitar as well The job 
was his. 

Ilaiyaraaja’s first Tamil film, Anna- 
kili, came in 1976, at a time when most 
composers were churning out 
eminently forgettable and trite tunes 
by the dozen Raaja’s compositions— 
which drew heavily on folk music— 
were a welcome change and soon be¬ 
came the rage. One film followed 
another and soon Ilaiyaraaja was the 
music sensation of the south. 

The partnership with Balasubrama- 
niam proved particularly fruitful, with 
the duo churning out countless hits 
and becoming good friends in the pro¬ 
cess. When Balu lost his voice and 

had to go to Amer- p—n r;- 

ica for treatment, the -j 
director waited nearly 
six months for him to 
come back And when 
Balu returned, the first 
song he sang was for An- 
jali, under the maestro’s 
direction. 


R aaja, however, 
underolays his 
genius. “I am an ordin¬ 
ary man. In fact, I am 
just a fool and 1 kno^ 
very little music,” he 


says. “If only I knew 
enough music I would 
not be sitting here.” 

Kodambakkam and 
the obvious filmi stuff 
can be limiting, but 
Raaja does experiment 
with western pop, west- 
ern classical and Indian 
music, both folk and 
classical, in an attempt 
to break out of the 
strait-jacket the industry 
has willy-nilly thrust him 
into. He scored the 
music for the Hollywood 
starrer. Bloodstone, in 
which Rajnikant played 
a bit role His sessions 
with western music in¬ 
structor Dhanaraj 
opened up an entirely 
new world for Raaja; 
one that was peopled by 
Mozart, Bach and 
Beethoven. 

Soon after, Ilaiyaraaja tried his 
hand at fusion music and came out 
with two albums. How To Name It'^ 
and Nothing But Wind The latter in¬ 
cludes the number / love you Mozart 
which Raaja begins with a violin pre¬ 
lude reminiscent of Mozart’s Fortieth 
Symphony In the second movement, 
flautist Hanprasad Chaurasia intro¬ 
duces raga Kalyani, without damaging 
the intrinsic western ambience of the 
composition While Mozart is a 
favourite, he comes a pooi second to 
Bach Agrees Piofessor Sheryar 
Ookerjee, a Bombay-based musico¬ 
logist: “Bach's influence is deep and 
all-pervasive in his music His conspi¬ 
cuous quality is his ability to so inte¬ 
grate the Indian and western idioms 
that the seams can hardly be noticed.” 

The abilit) to integrate is also 
Ilaiyaraaja’s greatest strength. He 
borrows from Bach, from Beethoven, 
from the simplest village tunes; 

—I lie uses his 
ancient harmonium with 
telling effect, and then 
I tj turns around to work on 

the most sophisticated 
musical gadgets with 
equal facility. In all this, 
he retains his innate 
modesty. “I am only a 
small speck of dust in 
the vast universe where 
everything, the sun, the 
earth and the planets are 
already programmed.” * 


R.BNigwan 
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CLIPPED WINGS 

Bird care at New Delhi*s charity hospital 


I t numbers among the Jam faith’s improving the facilities available at the Foit, is said to be the only one of its 

most touching tributes to Na- hospital. “1 work here as a volunteer,” kind in India. It is different from a zoo 

ture—a shelter for sick and the doctor says, but he receives a or a bird sanctuary in that it is 

wounded birds that thrives on salary of Rs 2,100 a month, anyway, dedicated to the cure and care of 

generous donations from the None of his assistants—a compounder wounded birds, who would otherwise 

devout. But the Charity Bird Hospit- and two others—get more than Rs 500 be left to die and rot on streets, 

al, situated near the Red Fort, New a month, even though they work all playfields, house-tops and garbage 

Delhi, Itself suffers from a familiar day. Both Jains and non-Jains may dumps. Instead, they are rescued and 

human malady: neglect. donate lavish sums towards the hospit- brought to the hospital to be revived 

“Our mam problem is the total lack al but most of the money is spent on and looked after, 

of enthusiasm,” complains Dr I.S. the temple instead. The bird hospital, situated in the 

Kothan, the hospital's only vetcrina- The Charity Bird Hospital, which walled city, is not easily accessible. To 

rian who has been working there for occupies two floors of a garish struc- reach it, one has to dodge crowds at 

the last four years. The management, ture behind the red-brick Digambar the busy Chandni Chowk crossing, 

he maintains, shows little interest in Jain temple facing the historic Red enter the crowded premises of the Jain 
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^ temple, walk around to its rear, and 
climb two flights of steep and narrow 
steps to the second floor of building 
decorated with garish graffiti: “Photo¬ 
graphy strictly forbidden”, “Free 
bowls for feeding birds”. In the 
second-floor office sit two bored 
attendants, visibly tired 
of entertaining journali¬ 
sts and camera crews. 

The hospital is a noisy 
place, with the traffic on 
the crossing outside con 
tributing to the din. The 
smell of dissolved anti 
biotics and vitamins fills 
the air and the birds cry 
out piteously for atten 
tion all day. There are 
peahens and partridges, 
love birds and colourful 
fowl, sparrows, para 
^ eets and pigeons 
most of them hit or 
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maimed by pellets, fan blades and 
kite-strings. In agony they wait for the 
healing touch, when the doctor and his 
assistants will get to work on them, 
with scissors, scalpel, ointment and 
cotton wool. 

‘The important thing is to stop the 
bleeding,” says Dr Kothari, for a bird 
has very little blood. Oncp it is wound¬ 
ed and the bleeding starts, it has 
little chance of survival unless the 
wound IS carefully washed and ban¬ 
daged. He adds, “If the bleeding is 
profuse, we usually put tincture or 
tincture benzoine on the wound, 
otherwise antiseptic ointment is 
enough.” 

The birds have other complaints as 
well. They suffer from respiratory 
trouble, viral infection, white di¬ 
arrhoea or vomiting, infectious bron¬ 
chitis and abscesses. The treatment for 
these usually consists of a cour.se in 
antibiotics, and then, multi-vitamins. 
These are dissolved in the birds’ drink¬ 
ing water before being administered. 
A more serious case would need an 
injection. A sick bird could take any- 
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thing from three days to a month to 
get well. 

T he hospital boasts of an 8,000- 
strong winged population. Of 
these, as many as 2,000 are being 
treated for wounds and illnesses on 
the second floor, and the rest are 
recuperating in the shelter above, 
where they stay till they are strong 
enough to fly away. The hospital’s 
annual report claims that the birds are 
freed when fully cured but the doctor 
admits, “We release very few of 
them.” He allows, however, that this 
may be unfair to the birds. One reason 
for the continued captivity could be a 
fear that a weak or handicapped bird 
might be devoured by carnivores. 

The Charity Bird Hospital even has 
a facility for treating “outdoor pa¬ 
tients”. Anybody can bring his bird 
over to be treated, completely free of 
charge. For, as Dr Kothari admits, 
“The donations more than make up 
for it.” The hospital may well admit a 
visiting patient if necessary, but only if 
It is “vegetarian”—that is. if it doesn!t 
feed on animal flesh (this, apparently, 
excludes worms). The reUriction on 
admitting meat-eaters is for religious 
reasons. But then, hawks and hunting 
birds are rare visitors to the hospital, 
anyway. 

Founded 60 years ago by the late 
Acharya Shanti Sagar Maharaj, the 
bird hospital functions on the basis of 
two tenets of Jain philosophy— “Live 
and let live” and “Have mercy on all 
living beings.” In 1988-89, the hospital 
treated 24,026 birds of which 2,026 
were outdoor patients, most of whom 
were pets The birds in the sick wards 
are homeless creatures, which, if left 
to their fate, would have died. 

Donations in 1989-90 amounted to a 
staggering Rs 1,21,000. Dr Kothari 
claims that only Rs 27,000 of this was 
ploughed back into the hospital. The 
hospital, however, never has a prob¬ 
lem oi funds, though it is in dire need 
of a laboratory and equipment. Says 
the doctor: “We get more medicines 
and grain for the birds than is really 
necessary.” The medicines come free 
from bird-lovers all over the country 
and the grain comes in 100-kg gunny 
bags. About 40 per cent of it is 
donated by devout Jains and the rest 
by people outside the community. 
Kothan laments; “Yet, when it comes 
to improving facilities at the hospit¬ 
al—I have been pressing for better pay 
scales, a laboratory and operating 
equipment—the managers become 
ti^t-fisted.” • 
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hough Kekha and 
Mukesh Aggarwal come 
from entirely different 
backgrounds, the actress is 
at pains to convince every¬ 
one that they are getting 
along splendidly. After all, 
it is not a person’s colour, 
accent or language that 
matters, she says. She takes 
pndc in the fact that he is a 
self-made man. And she is 
happy that he is as simple 
as her, which is really not 
saying anything at all. 

After several tumultous 
affairs that led to nowhere, 
Rekha now sounds ge¬ 
nuinely happy Happy 
enough to declare that she 
finds the roses redder, the 
grass greener and the sun¬ 
sets more enchanting than 
ever before 


#eetendra is one star who 
is very reluctant to feature 
in any video magazine 


RsUik daHrioiialy haptiy 

Yes, he thinks that his fans 
will be interested in watch¬ 
ing him struggle to get his 
takes right and see him 
laboriously redoing his 
make-up. But he is con- 
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vinced that this would kill 
all the glamour associated 
with his profession Clear¬ 
ly, the fading star, who has 
always made out that he is 
free from hang-ups, is as 
concerned about his image 
as anyone else. 

^\nil Kapoor and Sunjay 
Dutt have a lot to prove to 
each other. It seem.s that 
the puny Kapoor has al¬ 
ways had a silent grudge for 
not being built along the 
lines of the macho Dutt. 

So, out to prove that he 
could give the Dutt a run 
for his money, he insisted 
on doing some stunts on the 
sets of Hamla all by him- 
■self. And earned himself a 
fractured leg, cancelled 
shooting and his producers’ 
ire. 

The only person pleased 
with this sorry episode was 
Madhun Dixit, who earned 
an unexpected holiday with 
her most regular co-star 
having gone out of circuit, 
temporarily. 

I n the old days, Hindi film 
heroes were really tough 
men. Not any more though. 
During the shooting of Dev 
Anand’s Awwal Number, 
Aamir Khan and Ekta were 
required to execute a 
passionate embrace while 
roiling over rocks. The shot 


was interrupted by a 
piercing cry from Aamir, 
who had gone blue in the 
face. Concerned unit hands 
rushed to their hero’s help 
and enquired what was 
wrong. Only to hear Aamir 
sheepishly admit that 
taking the pleasantly plump 
Ekta’s weight had knocked 
him out flat. 
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Aamir Khan: not a 
tough guy 

Cjletting thrown out of a 
women’s Too is not much 
fun. Ask Chunky Pandey 
who, on a recent trip to 
Switzerland, walked into a 
ladies’ loo by mistake. Only 
to walk out minutes later 
with a black eye and a 
dislocated jaw. Obviously, 
the frauleins there believe 
in punches and not in scur¬ 
rying for cover when they 
discover a male in their 
domain. As Chunky found 
out the hard way. a 
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IA house of cards 

' Another multi-storeyed building in Calcutta 
\ comes tumbling down 


In the dtirkness tiime 
the first sounds of 
Ir.ijicdy After the 
fust deep rumble 
came the crash as a 
multi-storeyed build¬ 
ing was torn off its 
tiuindations The 
eaith tiemViled, as 
j pieces of sh.itteied masonry crashed to 
I the gioiind rile people of Buroshib- 
I tola. III Behala a subuib oi south 
j Calcutta, leared that an earthquake 
' seas lipping thiough the night of 14 
May ffut for the secoiul time m less 
i than a year, a multi¬ 
storeyed building neai 
ing completion h.id col¬ 
lapsed, crushing people 
to death 

Ttapped in the mound 
I of rubble yseie 20 voung 
‘ men, lesidents of the 
I ad|oming Cioboi )liui I 
hu^tcc "Theie is no 
UKim in our homes So 
we slept 111 the un¬ 
finished buildings," <1 
survivor later admitted 
As then scieams pierced 
through the steamy 
night, local lesidenis 
picked through the rub¬ 
ble tn a frantic attempt 
to prise out the survi¬ 
vors Spotting an arm, 
the icscuf workers 
flawed at the concrete 
blocks around it But 
they could not save Swa- 
I pan (ihosh, a 17-ycar- 
! old tcsident of the slum 
When they lifted Ins in¬ 
ert body covered with 
cement dust, he was 
already dead Three 
others—Sarijay Das, Sagar Haidar, 
and Bechu Haidar, pinned down by 
concrete slabs, died slowly and pain¬ 
fully, even as firemen and local rescue 
workers scrambled in the dim glow of 
flashlights to lift the concrete blocks 
Anwar Ah. another teenaged boy. 
probably byned under the piles of 


bioken bucks, is still missing 

In the early soft light of dawn, 
residents and rescue w'orkers, had 
their lirsi look at the 20 ft tall pile ol 
shattered masonry What had been a 
liye-stoieyed building, one of the 14 
inside the Bangur complex. .i housing 
pioiect loi middle-income families, 
was in ruins I he buildings roof, a 
slate-giey concrete oblong lemaiiied 
perched at an eerie angle on the heap 
hortunately. the building had not top¬ 
pled over, but sagged tm *its lounda- 
1 1 oils 

Residents ol the nearby slum had 


gone without sleep the previous night, 
now the crowd, sht'cked but angry, 
seemed even larger. And in halting 
tones, distraught survivcirs spoke of 
the horrOrs of the previous night "I 
was walking up the stairs looking tor a 
place to sleep Then the stairs seemed 
to give way 1 was pelted by bricks 


and stones." says Sashti Haidar “I am 
not sure how 1 survived, except that I 
did " Another survivor, pinned dtrwn 
by the rubble fiad one hand fiee Till 
he was rescued, he shouted and threw 
stones to help rescue workers find 
him 

[he building collapse c.ime even 
before the residents of Buioshibtola 
had recoseied from another crippling 
tragedy almost one and a hall years 
ago ()\ei ‘ion residents were partly 
paralysed .tfter eating meals cooked in 
adulterated edible oil Bechu Haidar, 
pulverised by a falling concrete block. 


was one of the victims Not very far 
away, about 50 people are still re¬ 
covering from the effects of slow 
arsenic poisoning, after effluents from 
a chemical factory seeped into the 
watei table. 

Hours after the tragedy, the state's 
politicians began their unseemly game 
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Lilt and mouse 
with the polite before ^ 
being arrested But both 
Nandkishore iind Sri- 
kiini Bangur. the prom¬ 
oters of Bangui C'om- 
plex. gave in more easi- 
l> I he\ ha\e been 
arrested and charged 
with murder Three 
otheis, including offi¬ 
cials of Stai C o , who 
iiic in cliarge of the con¬ 
struction are allegedK 
hiding in Delhi 

Betoic leaving lor 
Jfiinoi, chief mimslei 
Ivoti Basil ordered a 
high-level piobe In the 
state AssembK land re- 
toims minister Benov 


of fmgei pointing I he complex, com- 
[irismg 14 buildings was built on a 
\2-hi^hu plot, a reclaimed marshland 
The basic design of the buildings was 
flawed and a p.irt of it was illegally 
yonstiucted, admitted mavor-in- 
council (housing), Nirmal Mukheriee 
Since Beh.ila was ;i pint ot the South 
Suburban Municip.ilitv till BlKs (the 
pi,ins were s.iiiclioned in IVHl) the 
inayoi Kamal Basil, exonefateci hirn- 
.self ol .in\ lesponsibilitv ' I he ( altul- 
t.i ( oipoiation would nevei have 
sanctioned such a pi.in but we will 
stop constiuction of houses in maishv 
aieas oi on filleii-ii|> ponds " he de- 
elaiecl He added lhat veiv often 
tinseluptilous piomoteis paid off his 
officials III (hi assessiiieni department 
to "show maishv i.ind as liieh 
ground" 

If Kamal B.isu is quick to jiass the 
buck, so IS Niiiinian Mukheriee, the 
loimer ch.uiman ot the South Sub- 
iiibaii Miinicipalilv. w'ho actually 
sanciioned the plan Shrugging off the 
responsibility Mukhei|ec says that 
the liouses were not built according to 
pi.in He gave peimission foi font 
houses insicle the complex, not 14, the 
municipalilx had sanetioned ti\e- 
sloieved houses, not six-storeveci 
ones, savs Miikhei )ee now a ('BUM) 
Ml A 

1 Inoimh deft maneouvring. the 
( I’ll Ml li.is tried to pm the blame on 
S.iileii Dasgupta the local t'ongiess(I) 
councilioi \Vhen the Calcutta C'or- 
(lot.ition delected that the construc¬ 
tion conqianv w.is deviating frcim the 
sanetioned plans, it posted sentries 
outside the complex to ensure that 
further eonstiuclion work did not con¬ 


tinue ('Pl(M) leaders allege that Das¬ 
gupta mtcrv'cncd and ensured lhat the 
sentries were taken off But Dasgupta 
stoutly denies any myolvemeni ‘ No 
one will believe thiit the ( alciitt.i 
( oiporation will do such a thing .it a 
C ongress! 1) councillor's request ' he 
s.ivs 

Ideven months ago, when anothei 
miilti-storeved building toppled ovei. 
crushing 11 persons, the promoter 
Biadeep Kundalia, had pl.ived 


C'houdhury blaimed ■structuiid fai¬ 
lure. inadequate foundation and use 
of suhstandaid m.iteiials lor the col¬ 
lapse While the Banguis are behind 
bills. Piacleep kundali.i lem.uns a liee 
m.in Though a thiee-membei com¬ 
mittee h.is iiiciicted him tor using 
inleiioi buildiim materials Kundalia 
IS producing a feature film .met the 
eommissionei of police. B K Saha is 
liel(img him out • 

Srinjoy Chowdhury/Calcutta 


Minting money 


A counterfeiting racket is busted in Raipur 


T he next time you lay your hand 
on a hundred-rupee note, look 
I at It carefully it might well be a 
fake. F-or five years, a gang of 
forgers m Raipur had been printing 
counterfeit currency notes of that 
denomination which were good 
enough to fool even seasoned 
bankers 

On 1 May, the employees of the 
All India Radio (AIR), Raipur, 
detected some fake hundred-rupee 
notes in their pay packets, which 
they received from the local branch 
of the State Bank of India (SBl). 
The police was immediately in¬ 
formed and the countdown began to 
.the busting of one of the most 
sensational rackets in this district 
town of Madhya Pradesh. 

The police, tor a change, acted 
with astonishing efficiency and 
tracked down the culprits within a 


short span of three days They 
svCooped down on the gang, 
arrested seven people, seized soph¬ 
isticated printing equipment and 
material, along with fake currency 
notes worth Rs three lakhs. TTie 
police also confiscated a country*- 

made pistol, seven live - 

cartridges, an Ambassa- ^ 
dor car and genuine cur- i 
rency notes worth Rs ^ 

24,1)00. According to the J 
police, the gang had 
been operating for ab¬ 
out five years, and it is 
feared that they may 
have dumped i^out Rs 
one crore worth of fake 
notes in the market. 

The mini ‘mint’ was 
discovered, of all places, 
in the premises ot Salem 
school, which is run by 
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Irrigation imbroglio 


A group of experts takes the government to task for 
failed projects 


and irrigation projects, 

but has yet not been able to formulate 
cuncicte policies and has failed to 
fight the stranglehold of the engineers 
and contractors over the state’s alloca¬ 
tion for irrigation programmes. 
According to Prof. Desarda, water¬ 
shed development, rather than irnga- 


There is a row over 
irrigation m Mahar- 
astra Bureaucrats in 
Mantralaya have stal¬ 
led the presentation 
of a report by a study 
group of the State 
MAHARASHTRA Planning Board on a 
strategy to overhaul 
the state’s irrigation policy Prof 
HM Desarda, member of the board, 
who headed the study group on agri¬ 
culture and irrigation said, “The en¬ 
gineers with the bureaucrats of the 
11 ligation department have taken the 
attitude that we cannot formulate a 
report because the views expressed 
were very diveigent ’’ 

A showdown is imminent between 
the irrigation department bureaucrats 
and engineers and Prof Desarda, who 
IS scheduled to leave on a tour of 20 
districts to create public opinion 
against the ‘vested interests’ who 



Christian misaionarics, in Katora 
Talab area of the town, The king¬ 
pins of the racket were found to be 
Raghu Raj Singh and his younger 
brother, Rajendra Singh, sons of 
the late Budh Singh, who was a 
respected citizen and had been 
associated with the missionaries. 

The investigatiems revealed that 
a cieric in the government treasury 
depaismem and a cashier of the 
main'branch of the SBI were also 

EalmmiRmimr miaw: ailmal^lwm 



are spending crores of 
rupees on irrigation pro¬ 
jects which do not be¬ 
nefit the people Prof 
Desarda told Sunday, 
“We hope to win friends 
for our reoriented prog- 
lammes which would 
cover soil conservation, 
vegetal cover and land 
use capability Tn short, 
this ‘irrigationism’ 
should be done away 
with, and people should 
force the government to 
take a much wider view 
of Wdtei resource de¬ 
velopment.’’ 

Prot Desarda’s move 
D likely to pose a chal¬ 
lenge to chief minister 
Sharad Pawar us well, 
for he has been talking 
of giving a new thrust to 
drinking water 


tion projects, holds the key to the 
improvement of rainfed farming The 
study group has. therefore strongly 
pleaded foi completing the watershed 
development on 10 million hectares in 
the next decade, which means that the 
department’s workload will increase 
six-fold per year But, the study group 
feels, that there is no alternative 
means of saving Maharashtra from 
recurring droughts 

An angry Prof Desarda has alleged 
that “on account of the obstinacy and 
the rigid posture of the irrigation 
department", the work of the study 
group could not progress smoothly. 
He has accused the officers of the 
department of furnishing inflated fi¬ 
gures for covering up their lapses. For 
instance, Desarda has alleged that 
though the irngation department had 
claimed that the potential had been 
created for irrigating 25 lakh hectares 
at the cost of Rs 4,{XX) crores, no more 
than one-lakh hectares have been 
actually irrigated in the last 10 years. 
The study group also claims that not 
only is there a shortfall in the capacity 
utilisation, but the figures of irrigation 
potential created is also grossly in¬ 
flated. 
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involved in the racket. The Direc¬ 
tor General of Police (DIG). R.K. 
Oiwarkar, and the superintendent 
of poUce, Nandan Dube, who con¬ 
ducted the operations against the 
gang, told Sunday that it was one 
of the biggest currency note rackets 
in India. 

Rajendra Sin^h, who has been 
remanded to judicial custody, 
claimed that he had achieved near 
perfection in printing fake notes 
and his unit had the capacity of 
producing about 1,000 hundred- 
rupee notes per day. He confessed 
that he also printed US dollars and 
Nepalese currency. 

Wlrile the Singh ■ brothers were 
q|Uiet4' lotting rich, an intra-group 
nvaizy resulted in-their downfall. 
Si^uiibbtes over the sharing of pro- 
Hitt tetween the members of the 

S ag resulted in the leakage of 
ormation to the police, and the 
forgets were nabbed before they 
eould. wind up their operations. 
Money, after all, could not buy 
them luefci—not this time, • 

Ml I# ITfc 
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Calling for a rejection of the present 
concept of big projects, Prof Desai- 
das says, “A review of the number of 
projects has shown that the sequence, 
scale and size of impounding watei has 
been topsy turvy " He cites the exam¬ 
ple of the (iirna project and says that 
the reservoir has never been tilled to 
capacity in the last 15 years Anothei 
example of a failed scheme referred to 
by Prof Desarda is (he Rs 5(K)-crore 
Jayakwadi project, the first phase of 
which was completed ID years ago. 
According to him, the project has 
submerged more land than it has 
irrigated 

Prof Desarda feels that the state’s 
irrigation department works in league 
with politicians and contractors to sell 
the idea of gigantic projects involving 
huge financial investments This, he 
feels, IS a convenient way by which the 
interested parties make huge profits at 
the expense of common good LIsually 
111 such projects, the costs escalate ten 
to 15 times and the time-frame stietch- 
e.s by almost a similar number of 
years And to rationalise then mis¬ 
management, the irrigation depart¬ 
ment peddles the theory that it usually 
take a decade and a half to complete a 
project and nearly another decade to 
utilise the potential created 

T'he C'cntral Water (’ommission and 
the Planning Commission had, several 
years ago, suggested the pruning or 
the suspension of a number of projects 
that spilled over successive Plan 
periods But Maharashtra is reluctant 
to do so There are some 13,(M)0 
engineers, not to mention the contrac¬ 
tors and their political godfathers, 
who have to be placated by keeping 
the projects going 

The study group has argued that if 
the government reoriented its irriga¬ 
tion policies, an additional Rs 1,500 
crorcs would be available foi water¬ 
shed works which, at the rate of Rs 
2 .(HH) per hectare, would suffice to 
I treat 15,000 watersheds of 1,000 
hecatres each Even *if 10 per c-ent of 
the area is assured of irrigation facili¬ 
ties under this system, 15 lakh hec¬ 
tares would be benefited, compared to 
only two to three lakhs hectares by big 
projects The watersheds will also be 
more evenly distributed -over 3(K) 
blocks m Maharashtra, including the 
remote upper reaches Moreover,such 
watershed development would also 
help conserve soil moisture, which is 
the crying need of agriculture in 
Maharastra today, says Desarda • 
Olga TaWa/Bombay 


Shot dow n 

Officials force Biju Patnaik to modify his stand on 
I police firing 


r' The state’s home de¬ 

partment finally pick¬ 
ed up enough cour¬ 
age to say ‘no’ to 
chief minister (CM) 
Biju Patnaik. The 

_ . CM had issued an 

ORISSA order to the effect 
wmmmmmmmmmm that the police COuld 
not open fire on unruly and violent 
mobs without getting the prior permis¬ 
sion of the government But the in¬ 
evitable has happened the chief 
minister has had to backtrack in the 
face of stiff opposition from the police 
and the home depaitment 

Patnaik called a meeting of the 
home secretary, Sahadev Sahoo, and 
the director general of police, S N 
Sinha, and wanted to know why his 
decision, announced more than a 

month ago, had not- 

been communicated to 
the police department 
What incensed the chief 
minister was that a villa¬ 
ger was killed and two 
others were injured in a 
police firing in the 
Sarankul area of 
Nayagarh subdivision 
after Patnaik had made 
the announcement 
The officials tried to 
explain the impractical- 
ity of the decision by 
saying that the imple¬ 
mentation of the order - ~ 

required an amendment 

to the Indian Penal Li2l!™2*_ 

Code (IPC), which ,s a central 
law What the officials tried to tell 
Patnaik was that it might not always 
be practical on the part of the police to 
withhold their action against an unru¬ 
ly, violent mob till they got in touch 
with Bhubaneswar and obtained the 
government’s permission to open fire 
Patnaik finally realised the problem 
posed by his order and agreed to a 
face-saving formula. The home de¬ 
partment would now issue an instruc¬ 
tion to the police to the effect that the 
local police authorities would have to 
inform the government before rushing 
a force to a troubled spot where firing 
may become necessary. But intimating 
Bhubaneswar has not been made man¬ 
datory While dealing with a student’s. 



mob, however, the police must inform 
Bhubaneswar before taking action 
Patnaik had issued the order in a 
huff after he learnt that a tew students 
of Rajendra C’ollege in Bolangir had 
been injured in police firing in Match 
The students had hijacked some pri¬ 
vate buses and attacked then staff 
because a bus conductor had allegedly 
refused to issue a ticket to a student at 
the stipulated concessional rate 
Pew people doubt Patnaik’s good 
intentions, especiallv m view of the 
fact that the police, m many cases, do 
commit excesses in mr'ctmg law and 
order pioblems But his decision 
shocked not only the police but politi¬ 
cians and bureaucrats .ilso hec.'iuse of } 
its uniealistic natuie At N,itemhapur j 
village, ID Sarankul area, t’olicemen \ 
were subjected to jecis and piifs j 

-bv an unttilv mob. | 

- as the people took it foi 1 

granted that the cops, 
though fuliv armed, 
would not open fiie in 
view of the chief minis¬ 
ter’s order Many 
policemen, including the 
officer-in-chatge of the 
Sarankul police station, 
were attacked and they 
suffered injuries When 
the situation seemed to 
get out of control, the 
police Ignored the chief 
minister’s directive and 

' " v - . J opened fire After all, 

:: fac«*«aving unruly caste-Hindu 

- villagers had gone on a 

rampage after having driven away the 
Harijans from the villages 

In earlier incidents of violence, the 
police were too demoralised to take 
action against the trouble-makers 
The most significant incident took 
place near Sambalpur when the police 
refused to come to the help of some 
truck drivers when they were attacked 
by dacoits. The police particularly 
declined to move to the spot when 
they were informed that the dacoits 
possessed firearms. 

Now that Patnaik has agreed to 
modify his order, policemen in the 
state have heaved a sigh of relief, and 
so have most people • 

Sarada P. Namla/Bhubanaawar 
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Coming home 

India liberalises visa regulations for NRIs 


F or British nationals of Indian 
origin, the Indian high commis¬ 
sion in London has recently 
I brought good news A new package of 
visa laws has lifted certain regula¬ 
tions which, were making travelling to 
i India a ventable nightmare 

Early this month, the Indian high 
commission announced a unilateral 
decision to introduce five-year multi- 
entry visas for all foreigners of Indian 
origin, worldwide Since visa rules had 
; become very stringent after Operation 
Bluestar, the new step came as a relief 
■ for all those who hold British pass¬ 
ports 

. Behind the move was jr-f*'— 

Kuldip Nayar. India'si ' '•< 
j new high commissioner^ i ' ' * 4 ' 

j to Britain, who had ex- ' ^ iS 

' pressed the hope that a _, j i 

day would finally ariivc 
when visa restrictions JH 

between Britain and In- wl 

dia were abolished 
I altogether. “We are tak- 

' ing this step on the five- S 

year visa unilaterally," ' 

j said Nayar, adding. “We 

j hope the British govern- 

; ment will reciprocate ” 

i Nayar was “very opti 
I mistic” about the fact 
i that the government will 
I be able to do away with 
j visas for short periods of 
I upto three or four 

I weeks. A move to abol- 

' ish visas for those visit- 

; ine Britain for a month —- umM 

I is under study, and is likely to beco- 
I me a reality by mid-year. 

At present, the five-year multi- 
! entry visa applies to those who want to 
! stay in India continuously for five 
j years and those who want to visit the 
country for relatively bnef stays over a 
I period of five years. While the former 
' would include all those who wished to 
i settle permanently, study, or set up 
i business in India, the latter would in- 
I elude people who wanted to make 
; short tnps to India to visit relatives or 
I for a holiday. People travelling under 
j the second category, however, would 
I not be able to stay in India for more 
than six months at a time to exempt 
them from police registration. Visitors 

•UMOAV 2T M»y—S June 18*0 


to India are currently required to reg¬ 
ister with the police after four months. 

A three-member home ministry 
team visiting Bntain to study the case 
for visa relaxation is also considering 
opening the five-year multi-entry visa 
to foreign nationals. Simultaneously, 
the government’s black list of people 
requiring security clearance before 
getting a visa permit is also likely to be 
reduced At present, the list has some 
289 people This is likely to be re¬ 
duced to less than UK) as the names 
of those who are no longer considered 
a secunty threat will be struck off 

“The step is a very welcome one," 


Nayar has also added some more 
recommendations to the proposal.' 
Thc.se include 

• Charges foi both short-term and 
long-term visas should be reduced. 

• People aged 6.S years and above 
should be exempt altogether from visa 
fees to visit India 

• The rule requiring Indian mission,< 
to refer to New Delhi all visa applica 
tions of people belonging to the 
north-east should be scrapped, and 
the authority transferred to London 

Nayar has also suggested that the 
short-term visa fees be reduced from 
the present £23 to £15 and the long- 
■■■■"•■I""" term visa fees from £69 
to £30 

“We would like to 
make it less of a bother 
and expense for those of 
^ Indian origin who want 

I Nayar lo visit their relatives 

iS6S thO on their holidays 

_ to India,” he said 

IiBl B However, till the move 

II was accepted, the cur- 

Whail would remain 

in force 


Kuldip Nayar 
expresses the 
hope that a 
day will 
arrive when 
visa 

restrictions 
between India 
and Britain 
will be 
abolished 
altogether 


says H S, Rooprah of the Indian 
Workers’ Association, a piomincnt 
Indian organisation in Southall, home 
to a majority of Sikhs in London He 
adds. “But we will be waiting for the 
day when visa restrictions arc lifted 
altogether " 

The removal of short-term visas will 
be welcomed by tho.se Indi.in lamilies 
settled abroad who usually visit India 
for a month on their annual leave 
paying £23 for a single-entry visa The 
five-year visa will presently cover peo¬ 
ple of Indian origin only and their 
spouses and children, but will not be 
available to foreigners who have been 
nationals of Sri Lanka, Pakistan or 
Bangladesh 


ctions The move will have to 

_ InHixi be referred to the fi- 

inuiB ministry as it has 

ritflin been a steady foreign 

g exchange earner for In- 

. dia Last year the Indian 

inen commission earned 

»ther i 2 million by issuing 

1,32,(KX) visas. The gov- 
ernment is also con- 
sidenng raising the period of tour¬ 
ist and other short-term visas from 120 
to 180 days In exceptional cases, a 
person may be granted a 72-hour visa 
at the airport of entry itseli, say home 
ministry officials However, this 
would be applicable only in cases of 
emergency, like death in the family 
While the Indian high commission is 
thrashing out visa problems, proposals 
like a visa counter in Southall are 
being given serious thought. Nayar is 
determined to smoothen out the res¬ 
trictions on travelling and is hopeful 
that the British government will re¬ 
spond. So far, the British have re¬ 
mained characteristically tight-lipped. 
Shrmbmnf Brnmu/London 
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Inside the mind of the imprisoned 
Nelson Mandela 


W innie, above all, is Nelson’s 
constant companion in his cell 
and his contact with the outer 
world Throughout these long 
years of separation, the sepa¬ 
rated have grown closer There is no dimming 
m the relationship which has withstood mali¬ 
cious gossip and every kind of State persecu¬ 
tion He addresses her filially, as is customary 
among Thembu and Pondo, as Mum (the 
mother of his children), as Dadewethu (sis¬ 
ter), Nomabandla (the name his Mandela clan 


gave her) as sister, as Zanyiwe and Ngutyana,, 
(reference to her tribe) The love-making has 
continued at a distance, and always in the 
presence of strangers; the love talk contains 
Its privacy in signs and gestures 

Throughout the years, Winnie has made 
every visit an event for him to remember and 
relish, presenting herself with meticulous 
care, in toiletry, icwcllery, and in the dress or 
kaftan chosen for the occasion. 

And each visit is celebrated in the letter that 
follows 

You looked really wonderful on 17/11, 
very much like the woman I married 
Theie was colour in your face. Clone was 
the choleric appearance and glazed look in 
your eyes when you are under pressure of 
over-dieting As usual 1 kept addressing 
you as Mum but mv body kept telling me 
that a woman is sitting across this platform 
I felt like singing, even if just lo say 
Hallelujah' 

22 November, 1979 

# « 

You looked really sparklingly attractive in 
your outfit during your last visit, especially 
on Sunday There was hardly any evidence 
that Zom and Zindzi sucked away your 
vouth and part of your physical beauty 

11 March, 1983 

♦ ¥ ♦ 

Your visit last month was quite unexpected 
and that may be one reason why I enjoyed 
It so much At my age I would have 
expected all the urges of youth to have 
faded away But it does not-appeal to be so 
The mere sight of you, even the thought 
about you, kindles a thousand fires in me 
Though cheerful on 19/2, you nonetheless 
looked a bit ill and the tiny pools of water 
in your eyes drowned the love and tender¬ 
ness they always radiate. But the know¬ 
ledge of what I have enjoyed in the last 
twenty years made me feel that love even | 
though physically denied by illness. K 
On 29/10 you were even more queenly and 
desirable in your deep green dress and I 
thought you were lucky that I could neither 
reach nor confide lo you how I felt 
Sometimes I feel like one who is on the 
sidelines, who has missed life itself 
Travelling with you to work m the morn¬ 
ing, phoning you during the day, touching 
your hand or hugging you as you moved up 
and down the house, enjoying your deli¬ 
cious dishes, the unforgettable hours in the 
bedroom, made life taste like honey These 
are things I cannot forget 

21 January, 1979 

* * * 

You may not know that one of my best 
moments in the old days was to listen to 
youngsters' compliments of Dadewethu, 
youngsters who were also caught in the 
web of intrigue Mother tned to spin 
around her. 

2 September, 1979 V 
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1 love \'ou all the time, in the miserable and 
cold winter days and when all the beauty, 
sunshine and warmth o( summer returns 
My |ov when vou're bursting with laughter 
IS beyond measure This is how 1 always 
think ot you our Mum with plents to 
keep her occupied, with a smiling face 
whatevei the ciicumstanccs 

1(1 Febriiarv. 14S(t 
★ * * 

On Id'S 1 was baldly out ol the visiting 
looms and 1 thought of vou as 1 walked 
back to tbc cell I said to myself, thcie goes 
Msuthu like a bud m hand returning to the 
bush, to the wild jungle ;md the wide 
world I miss you, Mhlophe, and love you' 
Devotedly, Dalibunga 

1 Octobci IVVs 

« « * 

rhtse davs I spend some time thinking ot 
vou both ,is Dadvwethu. Mum, pal and 
inentoi What vou perhaps don’t 


I 

I 

I 


I 


special friend that you are This particular 
relationship carries with it something that 
cannot be separated from self 

21 January. 1^70 

* ♦ » 

\'our affectionate letters, Xmas, birthday 
and wedding anniversary messages always 
arrive at the right moment, leaving me with 
the hope of getting an equally stimulating 
letter the following month Hearing from 
the same person every week tor fourteen 
years should have created that tamiliarity 
which takes away the treshness and joy ot 
novelty But I light up immediately your 
lettei comes and I feel like flving wheie 
eagles cannot reach Although 1 know your 
abilitv to put things simpiv and clearly, 1 
was at once attracted by the beautilul wav 
in which you summed up our eighteen 
yeais together---eighteen yeais ot the 
gieatest hoiror in your life That message. 


Winnie made 
every visit an 
event for 
Mandela to 
remember and 
relish, 
presenting 
herself with 
meticulous 
care, in 
toiletry, 
jewellery and 
in the dress 
chosen for the 
occasion 


know IS how otten 1 
think and actually pw- 
tuic m my mind .ill that 
makes you uji physicallv 
1 n d s jn r 1 1 11 a 11V the 
shape o( yoiit Itireliead 
shouldeis hmlis, the 
loviiu' icmarks which 
come daily, and the 
blind eve viui vi always 
liiincd against those 
numerous shoitcommgs 
lhat would have Irus- 
liafed .inothei woman 
Sometimes it is a 
wondcilul experience to 
sii alone and think back 
about previous moments 
spent with you, darling 
1 even remember a d.iy 
when you were bulging 
with Zind/i. struggling 
to cut your nails I now 
recall this with a sense of 
shame I could have 
done It lor you 
Whethci or not I was 
conscious of It, my atti¬ 
tude was I’ve done my 



duty, a second brat is on the way, 
the difficulties that you're now facing as a 
result ol voui jiliysieal cvinchtions aic now 
all yours 

15 April. Id7h 

« * ♦ 

Your love and devotion has created a debt 
which I will never attempt to pav back So 
enormous is it that even if 1 had to pay 
regular instalments foi anothei century I 
would not settle it .All 1 can say Mum is 
Nanganiso’ 

21 July, IdTSi 

♦ * * 

The tenderness and intimacy which exists 
between a man and his Mum, Dad, and the 


as usual, shocked and thiillcd me all at I Winnie Mandela with 
opcc- her grandchildren; 8 

Id liilv Id7ti high-souledand 
^ ^ I tolerant shepherdess 

!n times like the.se I miss you moie than 
ever before I have told you many limes 
before about the simple things in life that I 
have missed most these last sixteen years 
with you m Jeppe, Chancellor, boxing 
tournaments, music festivals, him shows, 
at Nqonqi's in (he open veld, the unforgett¬ 
able days at Hi 15 and the greatest ol all 
moments—elosing the bedroom door 

19 November. 1979 
* * * 

Your letters are more than a tonic and I 
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feel different everv time I hear from vou 
even when you don the mantle of Nogij- 
washu and sting me from every direction 
Such stings have come to he pait ol our 
life, our mutual love and our happiness 
They give me some idea of the ravages and 
damage caused on us by the life of hardship 
lhai we must live On such occasions I 
alwavs concentrate on the salutation or on 
the very last words m the concluding 
paragraph 

"il Maich, 1W3 

* * * 

To Zindzi, recalling Winnie’s 
jealousy 

On Saturday after I pm, and about a 
month before Mum and 1 got mariied she 
came with friends to fetch me from the 
office and found me waiting for the secret- 


Anniversaries 

T he Mandclas commemorate birthdays 
whenever possible, and wedding 
anniversaries almost without exception, in 
I prison dining official visits The occasions are, 
in additum, observed with caids and letters. 
Nelson recalls his and Winnie’s wedding day 
m Ihe following extiact 

I remember 14 June nostalgically In spite 
ol the difficult times, we went to the altar 
lire treason tiial. confined to Johannes¬ 
burg, the debts that weic piling up, the 
in.ibilitv to honour obligations, on occa¬ 
sions lemaimng m the background when 
she had every light to share the limelight 
all these things shock me as nothing else 
hus evei done belore That vvas oui cross 
which I hope We c.iiiied reason,ibly well I 
speni a lot ol time on this da\ thinking of 



Tlw hut in which 
Nelson Mandela lived 
from late 1920 to 
1939; (right) his first 
school: a humble 
beginning 


ary ol a foreign statesman with whom I’d 
an appointment 1 ike Mum, she was shat- 
teringly beautiful and about the same age, 
and although they had not met. Mum was 
at once surprisingly hostile Then I was in 
top physical condition and going to the 
gym regularly. In spite of all that, and in 
the presence of onlookers, she caught me 
by the scruff of the neck and dragged me 
out. 1 never saw that lady again 
On another occasion when Zeni was still 
suckling, we were having supper when a 
comrade came and asked me to drive one 
of Mum’s lady friends to what was then 
Sophiatown The Ngutyana at once retired 
to the bedroom, literally shaking with 
anger 1 kissed and rubbed her gently 
between the .shoulders and she cooled 
down I'm quite ashamed to say it, darling, 
but I must tell you that, in spite of the raw 
deal she gave me those days. Mum soon 
settled down Today we’ve a high-souled 
and tolerant shepherdess who has made a 
man of me. 

4 September. 1977 


you bveiy time 1 do, 1 literally glow and 
long to cmbiace you and feel the electric 
shocks that your flesh rubs onto me your 
navel and heartbeat Three years from now 
we celebrate our Silver jubilee—where 
and how’’ Till w’c meet again 

June, 1980 


Ills mind rests on times past, of relations 
who have died, of things he ought to have 
done and did not 

Dear Sister, today we have been together 
lor nineteen years Many things have 
happened in that time C K Nozipho, 
Phyllis, Ishawuza Ntwasa and Makahulu 
who were at our wedding are all gone. So is 
Ma who welcomed you as a bride to our 
new home and Thembi, whom you loved as 
vour own child May they all rest in peace. 

I remembered you with a real feast on 26 
September |Winnie's birthday]. I put four 
teaspoons of Nespray powdered milk in a 
mug, 3 teaspoons of Milo, 2 teaspoons of 
brown sugar and buried the whole mixture 

----- — ^ 

8UW.SY Jurw 1 neo 
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in hot water It was a magnificent brew fit 
for a monarch 

I October, 1975 

* * * 

I wish I could drive you on ;i lung, long 
lourney just as I did on 12/6/.‘'8, with the 
one difference that this time I'd prefer us 
to be alone I've been away from you fur so 
long that the very first thing 1 would like Kv 
do on my return would he to take voii awav 
from that suffocating atmosphere, diive 
you along carefully, so that you unild tia\e 
the opportunity of breathing fresh and 
clean an, .seeing the beauty spots of South 
Africa, Its green grass and trees, colourful 
wdd flowers, sparkling streams, animals 
gracing m the open veld and be able to 
talk to the simple people we meet along the 
road Our first stop would be to the place 
where Ma Rhadebe and t'K |Winnie's 
parentsi sleep I hope they he next to each 



other rhen 1 would be able let pay my 
respect to those who h;ive made it possible 
for me to be as happy and free as 1 am now 
Perhaps the stories I’ve so much wanted to 
tell you all these years would begin there 
The atmosphere should piobably sharpen 
your cars and restrain me to concentrate 
on those aspects which are tasty, edifying 
and constructive 7'hereafter, we would 
adjourn and resume next to Mphakanyiswa 
and Nosekeni (Nelson's parents) where the 
environment would be similar I believe we 
would then be fresh and solid as we drive- 
back to K115 

29 lune, 197<i 


Regret, nostalgia, dreams 

N elson’s letters reflect the volumes that 
remain unsaid because of the censorship 
lules that presciibc and proscribe the thoughts 
f of a prisoner. The one thing that he could 
•^fidve expressed freely was remorse and regret 

*W»Ay *7 M«y—a Jun« 1SBO 


There is not a glimmer of this in any of his 
letter with regard to the position he has 
adopted about his country and its freedom 
and that of his people 

The regrets he does express are about the 
time he could have spent with his family. 
There is an underlying consciousness of the 
price his children have had to pay for the 
father who withdrew from his family and gave 
himself to the people, of the husband who left 
his young wife to serve his country, a con¬ 
sciousness of their pain when he was not 
iti-rc, when they needed him as an intimate, 
peisonal piesence 

* * * 

To Winnie 

I IclrI a life where 1 haidly have enough 
time even to think 

15 April, 1976 


Our daughters raised in 
hardship are grown 
women today The first 
born has hei own house 
and IS raising her family 
We couldn’t fulfil out 
wishes, as we had plan¬ 
ned, !■' have a baby boy 
I had hoped to build you 
reluge. no matter tiow 
small, so that wc would 
have a place for rest and 
sustenance before the 
arrival of the sad. dry 
days I tell down and 
couldn’t do these things. 
I am as one building 
castles in the air 

26 June, 1977 


My arrest lor treason on 5/12/56 and the 
lengthy proceedings that followed 
worsened the position. The world aiound 
me literally crumbled, income disappeared 
and many obligations could not be hon¬ 
oured Only the coming of Ngutvana (Win¬ 
nie) into the picture helped to bring about 
a bit of order lo my peisonal affaiis But 
the chaos had gone too far even for her to 
bring back the stability and easy life I had 
just begun to I ick when misfoitunc struck 

It IS all these things which keep turning 
up as the mind strays over days m the 
Golden City But this soul-searching melts 
away altogether when I think of Mum and 
all the children, of the pride and joy you all 
give me Among us is Nobutho jZindzi), 
the beautiful Manlu whose love and loyal- 
tv, visits, letters, birthday and Xmas cards 
are essential parts m the efforts of the 
family to help me endure many of the 
challenges of the last two decades 

1 March, 1981 


In a letter to 
Winnie, Nelson 
Mandela says, 
"I love you all 
the time. In 
the miserable 
and cold 
winter days 
and when all 
the beauty, 
sunshine and 
warmth of the 
summer 
returns" I 



(Far left) Winnie 
Mandeia: a pHiar of 
strength; Neieon 
Mandeie after his 
release: back In the 
mainstreem 
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“Your letters, 
Xmas, 
birthday and 
wedding 
anniversary 
messages 
always arrive 
at the right 
moment...! 
light up 
immediately... 
I feel like 
flying where 
eagles cannot 
reach,” wrote 
Mandela to 
Winnie 


I Nelson Mandela wKh 
i wHe, Winnie: the long 
i years of separation 
have brougint them 
closer 




Zincizi were born We 
were in Brandfort and 
we travelled to Kroon- 
stad where wc met a lot 
of friends All Nguty- 
anas and Dhlomos and 
our relations were there. 

23 April. 1978 
^ « 

Last month's dreams put 
you and mo at the bot¬ 
tom of Selborne Road. 
We got a lift to First 
Avenue and then 
walked to King's bio¬ 
scope But wc never 
reached it because you 
blocked mv way and 
pestered me with affec¬ 
tionate ki.sses These are 
m e I e dreams, hut 
dreams 1 like to have 

27 Mav, 1979 

V ♦ * 

The world is truly round 
and seems to stall and 
end with those we love 
In this regald the 2.3/b 
was one of those un¬ 
forgettable nights when 
the subconscious 
opened up a romantic 
world, with all the 
wonderful thrills I have 
missed A lady sat on 
the floor with her legs 
stretched out as our 
mothers used to relax in 
the old days Though 1 
can't remember the 
actual words, she sang 
with a golden voice, the 


The rcgiets and anxieties prod him. in his 
dreams which are vivid, often harrowing, 
nightmares, at times pleasant sublimations 
I’ve plans, wishes and hopes I dream and 
build castles But one has to be realistic 
We re mere individuals in a society run by 
powerful institutions with its conventions, 
norms, morals, ideals and attitudes 

1 September, 1975 

* * • 

I don't know how to interpret these 
dreams But they at least indicate that 
there is far less steel in me than I had 
thought, that distance and two decades of 
separation have not strengthened the steel 
in me and deepened my anxiety over the 
family. 

28 June. 1980 

* * • 

I had a long dream as if it went on the 
whole night It started m the mountains, 
across the Orange River. We were walking 
on green grass beside a clean stream, 
holding hands like we did before Zeni and 


face radiating affection and fire a woman 
can give a man She turned and twisted 
her arms That lady was none other than 
our darling Mum. These moments are 
increasing and make life worthwhile in 
spite of everything I love you 

■ 1 July, 1979 

V « 

Perpetual dreams about those we love! On 
the night of 21/9 you and I were driving the 
Olds at corner of Eloff and Market when 
you rushed out and spewed out porridge It 
was hard and old with a crust on top Your 
whole body quivered as each lump came 
out and you complained of a sharp pain on 
your right shoulder. I held you tight against 
my body, unmindful of the curious crowd 
and the traffic jam. I was still quite upset 
when I got up but was immediately happy 
when I realized that it was all but a dream 

26 June, 1979 

♦ y * 

I dreamt I was with the young men of my^ 
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strengthen me against 
you. They were saying 
that 1 should fight with 
you so that you would 
run away. And you were 
shouting at me to throw 
away those leaves, they 
were bad medicine. A 
whole audience was 
listening to this con¬ 
versation. 1 threw the 
leaves away. 

16 July, 1978 
* ★ ♦ 

On 20/61 woke up to see 
Ngutyana and her man 
travelling from Brand- 
fort to Johannesburg. 

They came across two 
opposing regiments of 
boys facing one another 
across a wide stream and 
spoiling for a fight For 
security reasons we 
separated but 1 kept you 
*, under observation all 
long the line The scen¬ 
ery was breathtaking as 
I watched down the fall 
towards the river below, 

Suddenly 1 was horrified 
when I noticed that you 
had disappeared and I 
rushed across the valley 
to check There you 
were bathing uncon¬ 
cerned in the river with 
two girls. But when 1 
reached the spot I disco¬ 
vered that all three were 
strange boys and you we¬ 
re nowhere to be found. 

Panic again welled up and as 1 set out to 
search the area, 1 saw you lying flat on the 
Transvaal side of river shaking from high 
fever. A Bloemfontein official had walked 
past you and refused your request for a 
doctor. It was with an agitated mind I woke 
up. I had a similar dream on the night of 
the 26/6.1 was playing dominoes with three 
friends when 1 again saw you lying in a spot 
with giant pine trees and thick under¬ 
growth. This time a hospital attendant 
brought hot water, sterilizing instruments 
and swabs for your treatment. Only then 
did 1 realize how ill you were. 1 rushed and 
embraced you. Later we reached a town 
where I had lived away from you for years 
It was so flattering for me to show you 
around the place. 

29 June, 1980 

* • * 

My dreams tell the same story and keep on 
reminding me that I can’t break away from 
the spell in which I was caught twenty-two 
years ago. The other night both Zeni and 
« Zindzi dragged me to a second-hand shop 


in Eloff Street between Commissioner and 
Main Street to gel some household furni¬ 
ture that wc badly needed When 1 woke 
on the morning of 25/2 I was missing you 
and the children a great deal as always 

14 April, im 

« « « 

I had one of my perpetual dreams Return¬ 
ing home late m fact, towards dawn, I 
raced through the house and met you as 
you staggered thiough the back door look¬ 
ing sickly and depre.s.sed I embiaced you 
for some time, feeling guilty and unable to 
look at you straight in the face. In the 
dream Zindzi was still a baby of about 
eighteen months and 1 was stunned when I 
discovered that she had swallowed a razor 
blade. It was such a relief when she spewed 
It out I dreamt about you and the girls on 
the followirg day This time Zindzi asked 
me to kiss her. When I did she complained 
that my kiss lacked warmth. Zeni also 
insisted on a kiss and appeared to be 
satisfied. 

1 June, 1980 


Zindzi MwNMa and 
herdaiwIitorontiMir 
waytonMialito 
ceMmrte Ctirlstmaa: a 
time for togathomoaa 
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Mlghtr than Hop# 

THt: At THORIZin RlfK.K.yiMlS <h 

NELSON 
MAIUIELA 
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Hlohar Than Hope The 
Aulhoiiaed Biography of Nelaon 
Mandela by Fatima Maer 
Publlahed by Panuuln Books. 
Prioo Ralls 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 


Ministerial 

whim 

■ The davs of the 
autocratic minister, 
evidently, are not over 
The minister of state for 
agricultuie, Nitish Kumar, 
eager to reach Patna, 
"forcibly” diverted the 
route of flight K'-4(W 
between Delhi and 
Calcutta, with utter 
disregard for the othei 
passengers When it was 
announced at l.ucknow 
aiiport, that the plane 
would go first to Ranchi, 
instead of Patna, Kumar 
threatened to launch a 



dharna if the plane did not 
go to Patna first The flight 
which was already tour 
hours late, was further 
delayed as the passengers 
tried to persuade Kumar to 
change his mind. None of 
this worked, however, and 
the plane took off for 
Patna, skipping Ranchi 
altogether A minister, as 
usual, had his way 


The green view 

■ Beginning from August, 
Doordarshan is planning to 
telecast a programme on 
environment every night 
The Union environment 
and forest ministry has 
presently been assigned 10(1 
minutes at If) 30 pm every 
alternate week But flnion 
minister of state for 
environment and forests 
Manekd Gandhi is 
reportedly not happy with 
this, and has .isked for 
three-minutc, lO-mmute 
and 23-minute slots every 
day to drive home the 
message on the need to 
conserve environment 
Maneka s programmes will 
also feature an 



enviionmcnt qui^ by 
Siddharth Basu The 
ministry's budget for TV 
programmes, however, is 
onl> Rs 33 lakhs, so the 
minister is now on the 


lookout for a sponsoi Any 
takers' 


Setting an 
example 

■ A literacy programme in 
Kerala’s f'alghat district has 
been launched by a hand of 


determined youngsters who '• 
are all .set to convert the 
area into the second most 
literate district of the state 
by the middle of 1991 
Though the enthusiastic 
social workers often have 
to face ridicule from elderly 
villagers who think 
education is no big deal, 
the band of youngsters is 
trying to overcome these 
problems The aim erf the 
programme is to teach 
everyone their mother 
tongue, whether it is Tamil. 
Kannada. 7'clugu or 
Malayalam 



THIS INDIAt 


MADRAS; The claim was as I If 

improbable as it was inge- le 

nious. Rani of Ketti village in 
the Nilgiri district, stubbornly 
stuck to her claim that she had 
married Bheeman "by post” 
and was the rightful heir to his 
provident fund and insurance 
money after his death. "When 
the issue reached the court, 

Justice Thirunavakkarasu re¬ 
fused to have anything to do 
with the claim. He said that 
the “postal marriage” was not 
recognised by the Hindu Mar¬ 
riage Act. Even though Bhee¬ 
man had appointed Rani as his 
heir, it was not considered 
valid by the court —Sukdav 
Mad (S. Siva Kumar, Madras) L,___ 

GURDASIHfR: A letter posted by Surinder Kumar on 
27 November, 1967 from Mickliesex in Britain, was 



delivered on 12 April this year to his brother in a village 
in India. The addressee, Kuldip Chand Mahajan, a 
former sarpanch, died nine years ago —The Sentinel (S. 
Knshnan, Guwahati) 

HAJIPUR: Six activists of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyar- 
thi Panshad were arrested by the police on charges of 
misbehaviour with the civil surgeon-cum-chief medical 
officer. According to sources, the civil surgeon was 
locked in a toilet in the hospital campus for about half 
an hour in protest against the scarcity of medicines and 
the unhygienic conditions prevailing in the hospital. 
The district magistrate rushed.to the spot and ordered 
criminal proceeding against the students—TAe Timts 
of India (Susan Martin, New Delhi) 

BMKfiAliORE: A bridegroom who allegedly teceived 
Rs 20,000 as dowry, fail^ to turn up for his nttrria^. 
The police are on the lookout for the “missing*’ 
bride^oom following a complaint filed by the britkf's 
brenimr, who had to cancel the wedding idter the gtiesfs 
bad «r#Bd—The Teitgn^h (Qiandrika Obpaian. Od- 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 27 MAY 1990 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (21 March—20 April) 

A fairly good week except for one snag; your 
health might cause you some problems. Also, 
do not overstrain yourself. Postpone your 
decisions for the moment. Do not hesitate to 
take the advice of elders. 

Good dates: 27,31 and 2 
Lucky numbers: 1, 4 and 7 
Favourable direction: West 

TAURUS (21 April—20 May) 

■TJI This is a week of slow and steady progress 
Mjflu Delays and obstacles on the professional 
MHI front should be tackled with patience and 
tact The time IS ripe for romance. Children 
will be a source of joy for you. 

Good dates: 2<i, 30 and 31 
Lucky numbers: 2 ,5 and 8 
Favourable direction: North 

GEMINI (21 May—20 June) 

A fair measure of success is in .store for you. 
Prospects are bright on the financial front 
You are likely to inherit some property The 
time IS ripe for speculation and gambling 
This is the right time to pursuecorrespondence. 
Good dates: 28. 29 and 2 
Lucky numbers: 3, S and 9 
Favourable direction: East 


LIBRA (21 September—20 October) 

This may prove to be a good week for you. 
But refrain from taking any decisions. 
Exercise tact and patience with those at 
home. Your health might be a source for 
worry. 

Good dates: 28,30 and 1 
Lucky numbers: 5.7 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 

SCORPIO (21 October—20 November) 

A good week for romance, courtship and 
marriage. However, do not take unnecessary 
risks or hasty decisions. Your relatives will 
contribute to your happiness A favourable 
week for those in service. 

Good dates: 27,29 and 1 
Lucky numbers: 3,4 and 6 
Favourable dlrecthm: East 

SAGITTARIUS (21 November—^20 December) 

This is a favourable week for romance. Some 
of you might get married in the near future. 
Make the best of the present situation. The 
luckier ones may be rewarded with 
promotions. Keep an eye on your health 
Good dates: 31,1 and 2 
Lucky numbers: 1, S and 6 
Favourable direction: North 







CANCER (21 June—20 July) 

A good week lies ahead of you. Your love life 
will take a very surprising turn. For others, 
the period is good for socialising. Financially, 
this is a fairly good week, but check 
extravagance. 

Good dates: 27,28 and 30 
Lucky nufflbera: 1. 3 and S 
Favourable direction: South-east 


CAPRICORN (21 December—20 January) 

H Disputes and controversies are in store for 
you this week. Those m service will come in 
for severe criticism from their superiors. The 
domestic front looks bright. Romance is in 
the offing. 

Good dates: 29.30 and 1 
Ludiy numbers; 4,7 and 9 
Favourabte direction: South-east 


LEO (21 July—20 August) 

S An excellent week for businessmen. Rely on 
your intuition and you will be successful in 
the deals you make. Servicemen will have a 
busy week. The domestic front may not be 
peaceful. 

Good dates: 29,31 and 2 
Lucky numbers: 4,6 and 8 
Favourable direction: North-east 

VIRGO (2J August—20 September) 

This is a lucky week for those seeking jobs; 

^ new avenues will open up for theip. Those in 
service may look forward to a promotion or a 
transfer. Ttie period is favourable for artists 
and sportsmen. 

Good dates: 30,31 and 2 
Lucky mtmbcra: 2 ,6 and 8 
Favourable direction; West 


AQUAR IUS (21 January—20 February) 

inra A pleasant week lies ahead of you Your past 
problems and worries will he finally over 
The professional front will be bright for you. 
jSBKjrl Romance is on the cards. Keep an eye on 
■ B ™ I your health 
Good dates: 28.29 and 30 
Lucky numbers; 3.6 and 9 
Favourable direction: West 


PISCES (21 February—20 March) 

This is not a very good week for you and your 
family. Exercise tact and patience on the 
domestic front and your problems will be 
solved. Keep a watch on the health of family 
members. 

Good dates: 27,28 and 31 
Lucky numbers: 6 , 7 and 8 
Favourable direction: North 




STAR PARTNERS: LIBRA—]lEO 

Both thtpartners will be compa&bk, &athe L$o mm's egotism sometimes gets on the Libran woman 's 

nerves. However, his wetmith, gregerkmness and gmtrosky endear him to her. He is enraptured by her 
' eharm: •* 










IDBI Capital Bonds 
An attractive instrument 
for exemption from 
Canital Gains Tax. 


m 





• Available at par 
throufjhout the year. 

• Exemption from Capital 
Gains tax under Section 
54E of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. 

• Exemption from Wealth 
tax under Section 5( 1) 
(xvie) of the Wealth Tax 
Act. 1957 

• Income tax benefit under 
Section SOL. 

• Interest at 9% p.a. payable 
half yearly. 

• At the investor’s option, 
interest for the full period 
of 3 years can be paid in 
advance on discounted 
basis. 

• No deduction of tax at 
source. 

• Outstation cheques 
accepted and cost of 
collection will be borne by 
IDBI. 


t'or furthei dt-ldils cotitact the nearest IDBI office or write to Manager 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK OF INDIA 

IDBI TOWER, Cuffe Parade, Colaba, Bombay 400 (XI.5. 
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MuttancIMf 

andleffandieff 

■ Lalit Suri maybe 
down but he’s not 
out. Though the Raja's 
govcratnent has indicated 
that it will not spare Suri, 
who is currently recovering 
from heart surgery at the 
Escorts Heart Hospital, he 
is not without friends. 

Among those who have 
visited him are Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi, L.K. Advani and Shat- 
nighan Sinha {see interview 
on p'g 52). Captain Satish 



■ Say this for Shabana 
Aj^.she knows bow 
to make her presence felt. 
Two weeks ago. Prime 
Sm^ltewto 
I Eknnbey to atteod die 40th 


HEARD IN SRINAGAR 

He upsets my rhythm. 


JA0MOHAN TO THE PMO ABOUT GEORGE 
FERNANDES' VISITS TO HIS STATE 



Shabatw Axmi: sacurbig her bitereato 


LaHt Suri: atm populer 

Sharma, of course, still 
plays Mutt to Suri’s Jeff. 

What ought to concern 
the Raja is the attendance 
of those close to him. 
Among them: Ajeya 
Singh's father-in-law and 
members of the Jethmalani 


anniversary celebrations of 
Current, the Bombay-based 
tabloid. He did so, he told 
the audience, because of 
the role played by Ayub 
Syed, Current’s editor, in 
ousting the Congress(I) 


regime and getting VP 
made Prime Minister. 

Fair enough. If that’s 
wdiat the Raja wants to do, 
thra he has every right to 
do it. But how does Shaba¬ 
na Azmi, toothy art film ac¬ 


CALCULATOR 


The world's richest non-resident 
Indians 

■ The Hlmhijas: Love them or hate them- there's 
no denying that they are the richest Indians in the 
world. 


■ TIm SMvdnanls: Ten or 12 years ago, 
they could have challenged the Hlndujas but recent 
managerial troubles in Nigeria have hurt them. 


■ Thw SwiMn: in 1983, Rai SeUtle was worth $250 
million but after he went bust and took Ranjit with him, 
only Nirmal remains in the $100 million plus category. 


« VlJaylWaitya: An unusual entrant to the list but as 
he now lives in Britain he counts as an NRI millionaire. 
Definitely division one. 


■ MMHiChhabrIa: His true worth is more elusive 
than Mallya's hut there’s no doubt that he's now in the 
big league. ___ 


■ Swrq Pmiu He says he’s worth the £80 million 
or so that Caparo's balance shaete show but others 
claim that there are substantial off-shore assets. 


OMK The Chellarams, the 
Chanrais, the Chandenas andBagri. 


■ Divtslon two: The Hariielas. the Laivanis, the 
Metwanleand the Nizam of Hyderabad. 


f OtmiOII ImriK Tandon, Ravi Tikoo, R^jan 
Plllai, the Aswanis. 


tress and godmother to the 
Children’s Film Society, fi¬ 
gure in all this? 

Because there, at the tar- 
nme to receive Singh was 
Azmi. She was much in evi¬ 
dence at the function too, 
siding up to the Raja and 
asking ‘sincere’ que.stions 
about the Narmada Dam. 
(He did not lake her 
seriously and answered 
with a joke.) 

As Miss Azmi is neither a 
member of Current's edito¬ 
rial staff nor a member of 
the Janata Dal, perhaps she 
was just performing as a 
groupie. 

Or perhaps, she was en¬ 
suring the future of a poli¬ 
tical career. 


Sileiit seething 

■ Nobody seem.s to 
have noticed but 
Nathuram Mirdha, minister 
for food and civil supplies, 
is seething At the last 
reshuffle, he found that he 
had a new ministei of state; 
Ram Pujan Patel. 



Wtrth ur am WHrdtMi; 
tafurintod 

Patel is a buddy of the 
Raja’s and has all but taken 
over the running of the 
minfstry. Moreover, Ihe 
keeps a watch on Mirdha 
and lets the PMO know 
what's going on. 

If only somebody cared 
that Mirdha is so angryl • 
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TocapKaH 

Baba Amte’s dharna 
may or may not suc¬ 
ceed in getting the Narma¬ 
da project stalled, but it has 
already had one effect. The 
Raja appeared without his 
Cap. Though photographers 
clicked away, V.P. Singh 
actually forgot about his 
vanity and let his pate be 
snap^d. 



V.P. Singh: a chM«« of 
bnago 


Moreover, bowing to cri¬ 
ticism that it is silly to wear 
a fur-like cap in summer, 
V.P. Singh has n<iw taken 
to wearing a semi-Nepali 
style cotton cap. 

Or perhaps, he’s just 
trying- to improve relations 
with Nepal! 



The dfstant 
Lotus 


The BJP’s disillusion¬ 
ment with the gov¬ 
ernment is becoming less 
and less concealed. Though 
there is little doubt that the 
BJP calls the shots in many 
important respects, its 
members are in the envi¬ 
able position of being able 
to distance themselves from 
their actions. 

Some instances of their 
growing rift. 

• At the current 
ahoiyersary functions in 

r ^ 




HEARD IN SOUTH BLOCK 

Natwar’s joke about our high 
commissioner to Southall was 
funny when he first cracked 
H—17 years ago. 

A DIPLOMAT COMPLAINING ABOUT NATWAR 
SINGH SCLAIM THATOUR LONDON MISSION WAS 
ACCREDITED TO SOUTHALL, NOT WHITEHALL 



Bombay, Madhya Pradesh 
chief minister Sunder Lai 
Patwa claimed that the 
country was in flames while 
the Prime Minister did no¬ 
thing. V.P. Singh who was 
on dais squirmed with 
embarrassment. 

• Patwa's political mentor, 
Sardar An^e, has also fal¬ 
len out with his old buddies 
in the Express lobby. The 
bone of contention: Angre 
and Dr J.K. Jain's links 
with the Ambanis. 

• The BJP will launch a 
huge attack on the govern¬ 
ment over the issue of 
statehood to New Delhi. 
The official proposal is, 
according to BJP leaders, 
shamefully inadequate. Ea- 



Patwa: •mbairassing the 
PM 


ger to pre-empt this, the 
Delhi unit of the Janata Dal 
has tried to indicate its own 
displeasure but this lacks 


BAROMETER 


How they rate at the court in exile 



R.K. Ohawan: Early hopes that his Raya Sabha 
nomination was a means of kicking him upstairs have 
now receded Dhawanji continues tc exert his old 
Influence on party matters. 



P. ChklamiiarMlli The rising star He has made 
himself invaluable to Ra)lv Gandhi and is increasingly 
listened to on issues. Coordinates parliamentary affairs 



ShMIaDIxlb After her father-in-law Uma Shankar 
Dixit’s resignation from the working committee, she is 
totally out of tavour. 



SatMl SiHHIIMl Out In the cold, after the FIR on the 
Sanjay Singh shooting. However, there are signs that 
he may make a comeback because the entire party 
believes that he is being victimised. 



M.L. Fotodan Renominated to the Rajya Sabha but 
marginalised by Ohawan. is rarely consulted on poiltical - 
matters. But you can never count hiraout 



the cre^bility of the BJ1P*s 
attack. 

• Madan Lai Khurana 
openly attacked Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed’s claim 
that Hindu refugees from 
Ka^mir had been given Rs 
5,000 as an ex •gratia pay¬ 
ment. They had received 
no money, said Khurana. 


IT^ 


Where’s my 
office? 


■ There is .some heart¬ 
burning in the Con- 
gres8(I) over the allocation 
of offices on the ground 
floor of Parliament House. 
Rajiv Gandhi has been 
given 37 while Shiv Shank¬ 
ar has 38. (Arun Nehru has 
39 but that's another story,) 
Because Rajiv needs a 
bigger room, he has 
appropriated 38 and turned 
it into an office for V. 
George, his PA, and Shiv 
Shankar. 

But when the session of 


Parliament opened. Con- 



office pramtoM 

gressmen were shocked to 
find that part of 38 had 
been waUed off and allotted 
to M.G.K. Menon. Thai 
meant that George, iShiv 
Shankar and Menon all' 
shared one rttnn (though ; 
with walls separating! 
them). 

Congres8(I) MPs say that 
Menon as a muiister of 
^te is not entitled tp a 
ground-floor offioe, 
government is n<tf bnd^^t; 

_ — ^ tuMMY zrmf-tjmm 
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is As soon as 
breach one sununit, 
pj i we strive 
# for the next. 
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Century... India’.s largest exporter of cotton 
vlextiles. Now also a leading producer of cement. 
f: From a modest beginning in 1975, Century 

A" 

v^'i’hw blossomed into India’s largest exporter of 

textiles. Earning more than Rs. 100 crore in 
currency in the year 1989-90. 

' Over the years Century diversified into rayon 
tyrecord, minerals & chemicals, cement, pulp 
'^pftf^r and shipping. In all these areas the 
jj^Sit^pany has made its mark. 

' In cement, the Company has achieved 
able success in a short time. Cement 
jUlnniactUTed at its most modern plants, 

TURY CEMENT, MAIHAR CEMENT, 

,.GARH CEMENT is now being marketed in 
bU imrts of the country. 
fj^Kitury is now exploring new avenues to 

productive assets for the country, and 
lifQKHrtunities for our people to better the 
'fll their lives. 
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CENTURY 
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•ni Indttstrin Limilcd 

Dt. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Bombey 400 025. 





*1 hou^.u a ViDKOCON Washing Mac hine 
l)(‘( ai:sc you c an s(‘c‘ (ha( it’s 
Inicrnafional cjualii). And bac ked by 
<‘X( (‘ilc‘nl S(‘rvi( (‘ of coursc^” 
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Micro-computw BaMd Autonutic wmMnfl Machine V-fM-eii 

FEATURES ; • Wash load capacity - 4 kg • Needs no manual attention after initial 
start, • Choiceof wash programmes/strong, gentle, speedy, normal • Tough on 
dirt, very gentle with clothes • Can wash blankets, rugs, carpets etc • Facility for 
using fabric softener • Special bleach Inlet. • Unt fitter to collect loose ends 

• 100% safe. • Two year warranty • Well established, prompt after sales service 

• Available in two colours 

Twin Tub waahina Machine With Spin Drlar v-NA-aoOT 

FEATURES * Wash load capacity-3 kg of dry dothes • Tough sturdy motor with 
thermal fuse Automattc shut offfor 100% safety • Reversible motor action for better 
cleaning • Spin drier to ensure fast and even drying. • Special facility of udng spin 
drier for very efficient rinsing. • Draining possible from left or right to suit your home 

• ToughoncHitandverygentlewithalltypKofclothes.wlllnottBaroff buttons etc 

• Very low power consumption and 100% safe ’ • Two year warranty • Well established, 
prompt after sales service, • Available in three colours. 


VIDEOCON 


Washing Machine 
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Whdt did Flo do ol the I '.S’ ,sa/y 
lo I ho Shi^pdk Mato' 

"And yon tiiouaht, you were 
the o-nly one who could smile 
while moving at 
record-breaking speed'^" 



We’U deliver. Wherever on earth. jSWWlWr'Ihc woF ldwidc couriers. 

'i-\jhik / hiictcj )// \f \us^.i):p Road, Mnol, Ariiihii ■ I .Ho)>iIki\ iOO 05^. 
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Time for action 


T he cover story (How 
well are they doing, 

1.1—19 May) was timely 
ft’s almost five months 
since the National Front 
government came to power 
in Delhi and it is time the 
nation had a look at their 
report card In the past few 
months prices of all com¬ 


modities have shot up, 
thanks largely to the 
budget. The law and order 
situation too has worsened 
and Punjab and Kash - 
mir continue to burn 
ItistimeV.P Singh and 
his colleagues did some¬ 
thing constructive The 
electorate is already grow¬ 
ing impatient. If the PM 
tails to deliver, it won’t be 
long before the voters 
throw him out 

Uanju ChowtShury, AtanBOl 
(Wmtl Bangal) 

■ Tlie write-up was absorb¬ 
ing It IS high time the PM 


paid attention to some ot 
the problems facing the 
country In Punjab, terror¬ 
ists activities have in¬ 
creased to an alarming ex¬ 
tent In Kashmir, militants 
are having a field day: the 
cold-blooded murder of 
Mushir-ul Haq and H.L 
Khera is evidence of their 
strength 

Prices have skyrocketted 
in the past few months and 
the squabbles within the 
Janata Dal still persist 
(Devi Lai vs Ajit Singh, 
Cieorge Fernandes vs Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed to 
name a few). Moreover the 
allies of the National Front 
seem to be disillusioned 
with V P Singh While 
confusion reigns supreme. 
the country suffers in si¬ 
lence and the PM watches 
helplessly Surely, the 
electorate did not wish to 
replace one corrupt and in¬ 


efficient government by 
another equally sloppy one. 

S. SanguptA, Bombay 
(htaharaahtra) 


TrouMe in 
paradise 

T he cover story (War? 

6—12 May) made in¬ 
teresting reading. It is a 
well-known fact that Pakis¬ 
tan IS assisting terrorists in 
Punjab and Kashmir All 
patriotic Indians should 
come out strongly against 
the unwarranted actions of 


Pakistan. Our neighbour 
should realise by now that 
abetting terrorism in India 
is not in the interests of the 
sub-continent and the move 
could backfire. Both India 
and Pakistan should try and 
solve their problems across 
the table and not on the 
battlefield. 

After all, one can never 
pay too high a price for 
peace. 

Pramod Valaangkar, Hydarabad 
(Andhra Pradaah) 

■ It IS in the interest of ail 
concerned that Article 370 
should not be raised at this 
juncture, as it can have a 
very demoralising and 
damaging effect. The 
National Front government 
would do well to woo back 
the disillusioned Kashmiris, 
disappointed by the policies 
of the previous regime. 
This, however, cannot be 
achieved by bullets or 
laathis. It must be remem¬ 
bered that It is the unity of 
India which is at stake 
Stddam Kondalah, 
Sacundarabad (Andhra 
Pradaah) 


Clarifying 

confusions 

T his IS with reference to 
the news item which 
appeared in Sunday maga¬ 
zine of 8 April, 1990. This 
press item refers to the pur¬ 
ported conversation be¬ 
tween finance secretary Mr 
Bimal Jalan and Mrs Man- 


eka Gandhi This is to clar¬ 
ify that prior to issue of 
your press item Mr;. Man- 
eka Gandhi had neither 
met nor spoken to Mr Bim- 
ai Jalan 

KM. Singh, private aacratary to 
tha mlnlatar otatata, 
anvironmani and toraata, 
Qovarnmant of India, NawDalhl. 

■ In the Delhi diary section 
of Sunday (29 April- -5 
May, 1990) it has been 
wrongly reported that the 
minister of state for en¬ 
vironment and forests, Smt 
Maneka Gandhi, had 
‘handed out a pubhc dres¬ 
sing-down’ to the secretary. 
Planning Commission,re- 



ManoluGMMiN: 

mtaundantood 

cently tor alleged non¬ 
action in the allocation of 
funds for the Ganga Action 
Plan. The fact is that the 
question of funds for the 
Ganga Action Plan for the 
Annual Plan 1990-91 for 
the ministry of environ¬ 
ment and forests had come 
up for discussion on Janu¬ 
ary 19,1990, when the 



V.P. Singh with MsCalAwtcollMgiNw: poor pwfonnanc* 
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minister of state for en¬ 
vironment had called on 
the deputy chairman. Plan¬ 
ning Commission,to press 
the case for adequate 
allocations for the various 
programmes of the 
ministry 

During the meeting, 
there was a discussion on 
the subject between the de¬ 
puty chairman. Planning 
Commission,and the minis¬ 
ter of state in which the 
secretary had also partici¬ 
pated Theic was, howev¬ 
er, no “dressing-down" of 
the secretary by the minis¬ 
ter of state tor environment 
and forests. 

U.K. Bmipal, Information ofticar. 
Planning Commisalon anti 
mlnlatry of planning anti 
programme Implamantatlon 


^ The ideal option 

K P Bhattarai’s concept 
of an ideal democracy, 
where the King or the head 
of the state is not a mere 
puppet, icveals that he is 
gifted with political fore¬ 
sight {Mutiny, S—12 May), 
llie Nepalese Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s belief in this special 
brand of democracy is 
understandable since it is 
extremely suitable to the 



K.P. Bfwltaral: vtoiom ot Ml 
MmI dsmocracy 

temperament of the people 
of the sub-continent. The 
multi-radai, multi-lingual 
ethnic groups that co-exist 
in the sub-continent need a 
binding force to hold them 
together. The monarch, 
suggests Bhattarai, will per¬ 
form that role in Nepal. 

T.ft fNatit UteknemrfUttar 
Pndamh) 


Irreconcilable 

differences 

( hold no brief in the gov¬ 
ernment, at the same 
time our so called brilliant 
people like Mam Shankar 
Aiyar, Natwar Singh ef al 
should grasp the following 
which are axiomatic {Di¬ 
plomatic drift, 13—19 
May)- 

• Even if India surrenders 
Kashmir and Punjab to 
Pakistan, there will be no 
dilution in Pakistan’s anti- 
India stance owing to irre¬ 
concilable religious factors 
validated by the Indian His¬ 
tory 




MMiwksM SMliadrl:iinMrcritlcl«n? 


PakistenI Prime Mlnistor 
Benuir Bhutto 

• All Muslim nations will 
support Pakistan even if In¬ 
dia IS right (recent state¬ 
ments of Saudi Arabia and 
Iran validates this hypoth¬ 
esis). 

• Even if the standard of 
living of Kashmiris becom¬ 
es comparable to the USA 
the inhabitants of the Val¬ 
ley will still vote against In¬ 
dia if a fair plebiscite is 
held. No wonder India has 
successfully evaded the 
issue. 

• India can earn respect 
from the comity of nations 
only if it becomes an econo¬ 
mic and miliiary giant con¬ 
sistent with its size. Mere 
platitudes and broadcast of 
ancient wisdom will not cut 
ice. 

Given the above premis¬ 
es India has to totally reo¬ 
rient its policy and relations 
with the rest of the world 


be It the government or 
Opposition whenif eomes 
into power. 

E.N. Shankar, Bombay (ktahar- 
aahtra) 

Unfortunate 

accusation 

I t IS unfair to label 
Meenakshi 

Seshadn as a ‘flop-machine’ 
{Khaas Boat), 6 —12 May), 
The author should under¬ 
stand that a film’s success 
depends a lot on the direc¬ 
tor. It IS he who moulds the 
actor/actress according to 
the needs of the story. 

There have been many inst¬ 
ances when directors have 
catapulted unknown actors 
and actresses into superstar 
dom and on the other 
hand, have produced su¬ 
per-flops with megastars. 

T.S. Blaht, Luoknow (Uftar 
Pratiaah) 

■ The accusation was un¬ 
warranted. Meenakshi 
Seshadri is a fine actress If 
her films have not been 
doing good business it is the 
fault of the directors and 
the script-writers If a film 
has a weak storyline and is 
badly directed, it will cer¬ 
tainly not work wonders at 
the box-office. But to 
blame an individual for the 
flop IS extremely unfair. 
Meenakshi Seshadri is sure¬ 
ly not a ‘flop-machine’ as 
the write-up suggests— 
even if the senpt Is bad, she 
does her best to put up a 


credible performance. 
Mmo* Bao, AmathI (Uttar 


■ By cmling Meenakshi 
Seshadn a ‘flop-machine’ 
the author has not only 
insulted a dedicated actress 
but has also revealed an 
extremely biased attitude. 
There are very few people 
in the Bombay filmworld, 
who have not delivered a 
string of flops at one point 
of their career or the other. 
Even Amitabh Bachchan is 
passing through a lean 
phase Surely it does not 
mean that the superstar has 
become a ‘flop-machine’ 
Lean patches come and 

go—they are hardly the 
yardstick to measure a 
star’s capabilities 
Batna Bal, Naw Delhi 

■ The south has given 
Bombay scores of legen¬ 
dary actresses like Vajayan- 
timala and Rekha. So the 
remark about the south 
being a birthplace of failed 
heroines was totally uncal¬ 
led for 

UO. Bamachantiran, Utatirwa 
(Tamil Natiul 

SvNDA Y (6—12 May, 1990) 
contained a reference to an 
air-hostess called Sabena 
Shetty who had complained 
of an assault by another 
crew-member. We now 
understand that the surname 
was misspelt and that there 
is another air-hostess in Air 
India called Sabeerut Shetty. 
We are happy to make it 
clear that she was not the 
subject of the article. 

—Editor • 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


Mango fool 


have to do is to pulp them, add judi¬ 
cious measures of cream and sugar, 
cool the mix in a freezer and— voiia— 
you have a sweet dish which puts the 
best of fruit cocktails doused with 
maraschino to shame. 

For those of us who live in the 
north-western part of the country, 
June is the real mango month. But 
ever since rail and air transport was 
pressed into service, we start the man¬ 
go season in March and extend it to 
October. There are over 100 varieties 
of mangoes grown all over the coun¬ 
try—half of India's trees are mangoes 
Some variety or the other is airlifted to 
the capital from early spring. By the 
end of April, the most highly rated 
Alfonso, grown around Ratnagin on 
the Konkan coast of Maharashtra, is 
available in Delhi—at a price few can 
pay It is nghtly known as ‘the magic 
lamp' to be presented to people in 
powei from whom you expect favours. 
Andhra has its own variety best suited 
for bribery known as the Imam Pasand 
(the Imam's choice) as well as 'Collec¬ 
tor Sahib’ Pandit Nehru’s favourite 
was the Dussehri, grown in and 
around the orchards of Malihabad in 
Uttar Pradesh. He used to send a crate 
of Dussehns to Queen Elizabeth every 
summer. My favourite remains the 
Langra (lame)' so named after a lame 
fakir of Delhi. There are lots of Lan¬ 
gra orchards around Delhi but the 
most succulent vaneties come from 
Uttar Pradesh. It has a slightly ‘tur- 
pentiny’ flavour and is not recom¬ 
mended for those who have sensitive 
throats. Equally tasty are the Chausa, 
Rataul and the new hybrid Amrapalli. 
Whatever be your favourite, do not 
consume more than two or at the most 
three a day. Mangoes are highly laxa¬ 
tive: do ya teen, has! 

1 am not sure how the mango 
evolved. The fruit bears remarkable 
resemblance to the fruit of the neem 
tree, niboU. 'When ripe yellow it looks 
like a miniature mango and the tex¬ 
ture of its pulp, thou^ not the same 
taste, is like that of a mango. If it is an 


evolution of the niboli, it must have 
taken place a million years ago. Cer¬ 
tainly by the time of Kalidasa, the 
mango had evolved into its fullness 
because the poet goes lyncal over it. 
Alexander the Great, the Chinese pil¬ 
grim Hieun Tsang and the Moor tbn 
Baluta relished it. Though Babar 
thought 11 was highly over-rated, his 
grandson,Akbar.planted an extensive 
orchard of 1,00,000 trees in Darbhan- 
ga, known thereafter as Laklii Bagh 
Indians' love for mangoes surpasses 
the Arabs’ love foi dates or the central 
Asians’ love for water melons and 
Kandhar grapes. Mughal emperors 
and ladies of their harems invested 
their wealth in mango orchards. Baha¬ 
dur Shah Zafar, the last of the august 
line, whose domain did not extend 
beyond the walls of Shahanabad. had 
some of the best vaneties planted in 
the squansh garden m the Red Fort 
known as Hayat Baksh (life-giving). 
Delhi’s most celebrated poet, Asadul- 
lah Khan Ghalib, was addicted to 
mangoes and shamelessly sponged on 
his royal master. Once when strolling 
with his patron in Hayat Baksh, he is 
reported to have said, “Your Majesty, 
1 am told that every mango bears the 
name of the person it is meant for on 



Indfaiiw’tov»lor 
mangoes suriMisses 
the Arabs* for 

<lates or the central 
Aslans’ love for water 
melons ami Kandhar 
grapes 


its seed-stone I wonder if any of these 
growing in your garden have Ghalib’s 
name imprinted on them.” 

Another poet-lover of mangoes who 
did not hesitate to ask for them was 
Akbar Ilahabadi. Once he wrote to a 
friend who owned a large orchard: 
“Neither letter nor message from 
my 

beloved send to me. 

If you must send something this 
season, 

mangoes let them be 

Make sure there are some that I can 

keep 

to eat another da>, 

If twenty are iipe add another ten 
that 

can stay. 

Your slave's address you know, it 

remains 

the same 

Despatch them to Allahabad m a 
parcel 

with my name 

Whatever you do, in your reply 
please be not so brash 
“Order for mangoes received 
First send 
the cash" 

Passing peacefully 

To escape the scorching heat of the 
plains, the big guns of the government 
during British rule used to move up to 
Shimla for almost five months from 
mid-May to mid-October The Vicer¬ 
oy and his large retinue always 
travelled by a special train which left 
Delhi at night and reached Kalka early 
next morning Secunty was tightened 
all along the line and every station 
master was required to send a tele¬ 
graphic message to Delhi as soon as 
the tram pas!.ed his station. Of par¬ 
ticular importance was the railway 
bridge over nver Gbaggar near old 
Chandigarh (now called Chandi Man- 
dir) where the train usually arrived at 
about 4 am The old station master 
there used to spend a sleepless night 
due to tension. There is a story that 
once in typical lailway English, he 
sent the following telegram after the 
safe crossing of the train over the 
bridge. “His Excellency passed away 
peacefully ” 

(Contributed by P S Chawla, Chandi¬ 
garh) • 







ITHE SOUTH BLOCK! 


INDER MALHOTRA 


Beefing up security 

But the proposed NSC is likely to achieve little 



Even m the midst of 
the grim goings-ori in 
Kashmir, the di¬ 
plomatic comings 
and goings on both 
sides of the subcon¬ 
tinental divide and 
the brisk prepara¬ 
tions for the Bush-Gorbachev summit, 
some attention must be paid to the 
fiasco of the V.P Singh government's 
effort to set up the country’s first ever 
National Security Council (NSC) 

It IS not merely a case of the 
mountain in labour producing the 
proverbial measly mouse. It is worse 


CCPA minus Tau Devi Lai However, 
the whole point of having an NSC is to 
place at the disposal of the political 
leadership of the government, a body 
of experts in the whole gamut of 
subjects and disciplines relevant to 
national secunfy (in its widest sense 
which IS much more than mere milit¬ 
ary defence) Such a body, consisting 
of both officials and non-official 
analysts who agree to come in for a 
long-enough tenure, cannot be bur¬ 
dened with the grinding daily loutine 
of the government, nor be allowed to 
be hag-ridden by the bureaucratic 
hierarchy 



Unless Prime Minister 
V.P. Singh takes 
ecMrrective action, the 
whole exercise of 
setting up the NSC 
would beicomea 
lai^ng stock 


In fact, what we have been witnessing 
IS a classic case of the abominable 
no-men of the bureaucracy skilfully 
perverting and defeating the good 
intentions of an incoming govern¬ 
ment Not to put any gloss on the 
situation, the Janata Dal govern¬ 
ment’s proposals, as it stands after due 
doctoring by the Cabinet secretariat 
and two discussions in Parliament’s 
consultative committee on defence, 
makes utter nonsense of the very 
concept of the NSC 

Doubtless, in a parliamentary sys¬ 
tem like ours (never mind Meham), 
the NSC cannot be a replica of the 
prototype that has existed in the Un¬ 
ited Slates The Indian NSC’s recom¬ 
mendations must be subject to the 
approval of the Cabinet and its com¬ 
mittee on political affairs (CCPA) 
though no one can overlook that the 
ministerial composition of the NSC 
be almost cxacilv that of the 


I would 


In sum. the NSC must be a body of 
undisputed competence, reasonably 
autonomous fiom the soul-killing 
bureauciatic control and in direct 
communication with the head of the 
goveinment so that it can, on a sus¬ 
tained and systematic basis, produce 
long-range security assessments and 
submit to the ministerial committee 
not just one recommendation but all 
possible options The final decision, of 
course, must always be that of the 
elected government and implemented 
by the top officials of the ministries 
concerneo—defence, external affaiis, 
home, economic affairs and so on. 

The original proposal that V P 
Singh had come forward with did 
provide for the kind of secretariat that 
the NSC must have according to the 
attributes outlined above. But he had 
needlessly interposed between the ex¬ 
pert body and the ministerial commit¬ 
tee at the top a committee of secretar¬ 


ies, led by their headmaster, the 
Cabinet secretary. These are grossly 
overworked and often overbearing 
officers who would have neither the 
time rior the inclination to even read 
in full the documents produced by the 
NSC staff Moreover, the bureaucrats 
included in the secretaries’ committee 
under the high sounding title, the 
Strategic Policy Group, are the very 
people who, under the alias of Core 
Group or Dclence Planning C'onimit- 
tee, have repeatedly given themselves 
certificates of poverty Why these 
worthies arc anxious to have a formal 
place in the NSC' structure is not at all 
clear because they were bound to be m 
attendance at the committee of minis¬ 
ters and later responsible tor the 
impicmenlation of the decisions 
taken But even with them as some 
kind of a barrier, the proposal about 
the composition of the NSC's perma¬ 
nent staff and Us functions was sound 

It IS against this background that a 
virtual death blow to the whole pro¬ 
ject has been delivered in the final 
proposal tossed on the table of the 
defence consultative committee The 
idea that the NSC should have an 
expert and independent staff has been 
inexplicably dropped Instead, the 
Joint Intelligence Committee (JIC), 
already an adjunct of the Cabinet 
secretariat, is to act as the NSC’s staff 
In the apt words of the BJP MP, 
Jaswarit Singh, this is the “end of both 
the JIC and the NSC” The JIC has its 
hands full with collating and assessing 
the intelligence collected by various 
agencies How on earth can it take on 
additional and vital tasks God alone 
know's More seriously, the JIC can 
provide only one of the many inputs 
into the planning of national security 
policy To make it the main instru¬ 
ment of policy planning is to have an 
arrangement far worse than the pre¬ 
sent one of taking ad hoc decisions 
from day to day, issue to issue and file 
to file. 

Unless the Prime Minister takes 
corrective action even at this late 
stage, the whole exercise of setting up 
the NSC would become a laughing 
stock • 
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Hindus, and yet they want 
Assam to secede from 
India, 


JvotiBASU, West Bengal 
chief minister, on the 
recent comrmmal violence 
in the Hooghfy district 

* If a girlis dancing in a 
skirt and if the camera 
shows her panty, its 
enjoyable. A thing of 
beauty is a joy forever. 

Dev Anand, actor and 
director, on his recent 
venture Awaal Number" 
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I yield to no one 
in my admiration 
for L.C. Jain, Ra- 
jni Kothari, Ra- 
jmohan Gandhi 
and Arun 
Shourie. But 
these four fine in- 
dividuals who 
played such a vital 
role in effecting the overthrow of the 
Rajiv Gandhi regime might inadver¬ 
tently cause the downfall of the 
National Front government. The path 
to hell, they say, is paved with good 
intentions And though the motiva¬ 
tions behind the removal of Om Pra- 
kash Chautala may be well- 
intentioned, they could 
pave the way for an ear¬ 
ly return of the Con¬ 
gress. 

It may not appear so 
on the surface. Conven¬ 
tional wisdom has it that 
Mr V P Singh has 
triumphantly re¬ 
established his authority 
over the party and the 
government Indeed, 
the Prime Minister in an 
uncharacteristic display 
of silliness turned the 
tables on the Opposi¬ 
tion' and demanded that 
Rajiv Gandhi too should 
resign As if the solitary 
shooting incident in 
Amethi—in which the 
candidate was only 
wounded—can bear 
comparison with the 
bloody goings-on in 
Mehani 

Nevertheless, there is 
much jubilation in the 
Janata Dal Chautala 
has quit, a new chief 
ministei has smoothly 
been elected, Devi Lai 
has showered his bles¬ 
sings on the whole pro¬ 
cess. and the shout has 
been taken out of the 
i Opposition's lungs. The 
' Piime Minister is being 
vigorously urged to take 
courage from these de¬ 
velopments and show 
similar tninness in the 
future The ‘real’ V P. 

Singh has been disco¬ 
vered, The fuizy cap 
and the gviof\ express¬ 


ion was only a front; underneath lu¬ 
rks steel. 

Instant victory, instant euphoria. 
The crushing of a formidable, but 
generally disliked opponent, always 
beings applause from the galleries. 
But, has the opponent really been 
crushed? Or is he biding his time and 
regrouping his forces for a future 
engagement? 

D espite what you see on Doordar- 
shan and read in the papers, the 
deputy prime minister bitterly resisted 
the dismissal of his son to the very last 
He might say that the resignation of 
Om Prakasb has nothing to do with 
him, that it is a matter between the 


son and the Janata Dal. Mr Chautala, 
on his part, might say that he is a 
'disciplined soldier’ and is stepping 
down on orders from the high com¬ 
mand All this is play-acting—and 
play-acting of a rather inferior order.' 
The charade of Mr Devi Lai declaring 
on Doordarshan, “The party’s deci¬ 
sion (to ask for the resignation) is a 
good one,” is nothing but humbug. 
And here television’s inherent advan¬ 
tages over the print media become 
manifest the transparent insincerity 
with which the patriarch uttered these 
words could not be concealed on 
camera. 

In reality what has happened is that 


Mr Devi 


The PM's 
first blunder 

And it could well be a serious one 



Lai,a seasoned 
practitioner ot realpoli- 
tik, has thought it fit to 
make a tactical retreat in 
the face of a campaign 
launched by the Indian , 
Express Make no mis- 
take, Om Prakash 
Chdutala's downfall was 
not obtained by V.P. 
Singh or Ajit Singh or 
Ramkrishna Hegde or 
Arun Nehru or Arif 
Mohammad Khan, but 
by the editor-in-chief of 
the Indian Express It 
was Arun Shourie’s 
front page eloquent and 
impassioned plea 
headed, ‘Value-based si¬ 
lence’ that gave new 
momentum to the 
Meham issue bogged 
down in wrangles over a 
judicial probe or CBI 
enquiry. Even the Con¬ 
gress, unsure of its tac¬ 
tics (whether to attack 
Devi Lai or to woo 
him), kept talking about 
‘the murder of democra¬ 
cy’ rather than deman¬ 
ding the chief minister's 
head 

Arun Shoune's arti¬ 
cle, followed 24 hours 
later by Planning Com¬ 
mission member L.C. 
Jain’s resignation, Ra- 
jmohan Gandhi’s call 
for heeding moral values 
and Rajni Kothari’s 
promise that Meham 
would not be forgotten 
by the Independent In¬ 
itiative (in his article 
Shourie had repri- 
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manded all three gentlemen for re¬ 
maining silent, so uncharitable obser¬ 
vers could claim that the protests had 
been orchestrated), brought the gov¬ 
ernment’s prevarication on the 
Chautala issue into sharp focus. And I 
suspect that the Prime Minister at this 
stage decided he could risk taking 
Devi Lai head on It is a decision that, 

I believe, Mr V.P. Singh will live to 
regret. 

The Indian Express’s clout in 
national affairs needs no amplifica¬ 
tion. No one, Indira, Rajiv,^ Sanjay, 
not even Dhirubhai Ambani, has suc¬ 
ceeded in taming the paper If you 
make an enemy of the Express 
you may as well bid 
farewell to your career. 

However, currently we 
have an extraordinary 
situation The Express is 
1 going for the deputy 
prime minister of a gov¬ 
ernment It passionately 
supports The deputy 
prime minister (and his 
clan) IS by common cons¬ 
ensus a rather unsavoury 
character, but his fol¬ 
lowing m the Janata Dal 
IS considerable and his 
role m trouncing Rajiv’s 
party in north Inda and 
getting V.P Singh 
elected as leader of the 
parliamentary party is 
on record. The Indian 
Express is perfectly justi¬ 
fied m highlighting Devi Lai’s numei- 
ous corruptions, and m that exercise, 
It IS performing a salutory service 
But, It seems of late that the Express 
versus Devi Lai battle has taken on a 
slightly personal note 

I dislike Mr Devi Lai as much as 
Arun Shourie does If through some 
happy chance he could be whisked 
away to Outer Mongolia, all ot us who 
wish this government well would 
breathe a sigh of relief. Alas, no such 
miracle can be relied upon. Mr Devi 
Lai IS here to stay. Rajiv Gandhi had 
close to his bosom more corrupt minis¬ 
ters and chief ministers—J B. Patnaik, 
Jagannath Mishra and Bhajan Lai 
come instantly to mind. The National 
Front government must recognise 
that, at this critical juncture of its life. 
It has to carry Devi Lai along and use 
his dubious talents to strengthen and 
consolidate its base. However, to 
make an enemy of Devi Lai, to push 


him into a corner from where he has 
no option but to fight back, to con¬ 
vince him that the party and the Prime 
Minister are out to crash him, is 
fraught with danger. 

This IS precisely what V.P. Singh 
has done. If I was in Devi Lai’s 
chappals, 1 would be justified m con¬ 
cluding that the Prime Minister had 
collaborated with his number one foe, 
the Indian Express, to organise public 
protests against his son at a time when 
within the party and the government 
he had successfully managed to con¬ 
tain the cri.-as 

It Devi Lai had any doubts about 
who was responsible for the foul deed. 


they were set to rest bv V P Singh’s 
acolytes who told all and sundry that it 
was the Prime Minister, who in the 
Cabinet and the Political Affairs Com¬ 
mittee of the Janata Dal, led the 
demand for the ouster of Chautala 

Am I suggesting that Meham should 
have been ignored on grounds of 
expediency? No, I am not. But consid¬ 
er what value-based politics has 
achieved A Chautala man has been 
made the chief minister, and all the 
Cabinet members sworn m belong to 
his camp. Thus, even with a change m 
leadership, Devi Lai rules Haryana 
Anc soon Chautala wall be back, 
elected and cleansed from Darba 
Kalan Instead of precipitating the 
crisis, the Prime Minister should have 
allowed the CBI. or instituted some 
other form ot enquiry, to investigate 
the murder 

In t ie past couple of months V.P. 
Singh managed to neutralise Chandra 
Shekhar. He did this not through any 


deft strategy or sensational exposure, 
but by allowing the MP from Ballia to 
discredit himself by his own actions. 
Something similar was happening to 
Devi Lai, and the process was identic¬ 
al. The deputy prime minister, aided 
and abetted by his kith and kin, was 
steadily discrediting himself. I am 
convinced that he would quickly have 
become a minor and manageable irri¬ 
tant, both in the party and in the 
government—someone to be dusted 
up and sent to China and Australia on 
useless missions. 

What obtains now' We have a 
defeated and humiliated Devi Lil 
thirsting for revenge against V I' 


Singh If, in order to settle scores, the 
government has to be brought down, 
Devi Lai will not be swayed bv reasons 
of patriotism and sentiment So, he 
will plot with Chandra Shekhar (there¬ 
by giving this spent force a new lease 
of life), he will plot with anti-V P. 
Singh elements in the Janata Dal and 
the National Front, he will plot with 
Rajiv Gandhi, he will plot with indus¬ 
trialists 

As if he didn’t have enough trouble 
on his hands, V P Singh has created a 
permanent and powerful dissident 
group led by the deputy prime minis¬ 
ter at the heart of the party Open 
sabotage will become commonplace 
now. Earlier, the best hope for the 
government was to survive, through a 
little compromise, a little accommoda¬ 
tion, for 18 months to two years, and 
then to go to the country for a fresh 
mandate With Devi Lai on the prowl, 
suddenly 18 months seems like a very 
long time. • 


1 L.C. JAIN 


RAJNIKOTHARI I 

1 RAJMOHAN GANDHI I 

1 ARUN SHOURIE J 







These four fine individuals who played such a vital role in effecting the 
overthrow of the Rajiv Gandhi regime might inadvertently cause the 
downfall of the National Front government 
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Proprietors and editors 


Exploding the myth of‘press freedom' 



Even while chronicl¬ 
ing American pres¬ 
idential politics 
through his highly 
readable. Making Of 
The President 
senes, the late histo¬ 
rian-journalist, Theodore H. White, 
produced a novel titled. The View 
From The Fortieth Floor Supposed to 
be based on the closure of the Life 
maga/inc, the novel deals with the 
days of glory of a popular magazine 
and Its decline and fall due to wrong 
policies and priorities. The editorial 
staff make several sacnfices, but can¬ 
not save the magazine. 

The drama surrounding the l()5-day 
closure of Bombay’s much-loved Indi¬ 
an Post, if pioperly chronicled, would 
make fascinating reading Tossed be¬ 
tween the Singhanias (past owners) 
and the Shahs from Ahmedabad (pre¬ 


sent owners), the Post, thanks to its 
excellent editorial team, (ought hard 
to survive Loyal emplovees stayed on 
the premises and took on the dishon¬ 
est management which went back on 
every promise it made They orga¬ 
nised rallies, held dhornas. braved the 
police lathis, roped in trade union and 
political leaders for support 
Chief minister Sharad Pawar 
pushed the management a bit and the 
paper resumed publication on 11 May. 
But It was the employees' show all the 
way They persuaded the Atex com¬ 
puter system expert to stay on, 
pleaded with the wire services to 
resume operations, got Voltas Ltd to 
start the airconditionmg and even paid 
from their own pockets for chemicals, 
bromides and other items Proprietor 
Shieyans Shah made occasional guest 
appearances, promised this and that, 
disappeared to Ahmedabad (where he 
brings out the highly successful Gu- 
larat Samachar publications), and re- 
emerged in Bombay only to deny the 
earlier promises. 


Tlie battle for The Indian Post is 
going on grimly Several journalists 
had quit during the last three and a 
half months Shah promised the staff 
.salaries (oi April, then refused and 
tinallv made advance payments for 


May The disgusted employees struck 
back, bringing out eight-page editions 
With only a skeleton staff to run the 
paper, the pages of Indian Post are full 
of agency items including Soviet hand¬ 
outs Former owners the Singhanias, 
have agreed to let the paper come out 
of Its present premises till 30 June. 
What happens afterwards, only time 
and Shreyans Shah can tell. 

Yet, It would not surprise me if 
Shreyans Shah is honoured as a cham¬ 
pion of press freedom by some west¬ 
ern agencies And why not'^ Shah is 
doing to The Indian Post only what 
C R Irani has been doing to The 
Statesman for .several years. And look 
at the bags full of medals that Irani has 
acquired for saving press freedom in 
India! 

The recent complaint to the Press 
Council by The Statesman, New Delhi 
editor, M L Kotru, against managing 
director-managing editor rolled into 
one, Irani, does not shock those who 
had been witnessing the goings-on in 
the paper for several years. Irani, 
quite frankly told Kotru, “How does it 
matter if I'm the managing director or 
the managing editor"’ I decide the 
policies of this new.spaper The Cal¬ 
cutta editor knows this and you better 
know It too ’’ 



What does N. Ram, personally hon¬ 
oured with The Statesman medal for 
press freedom by Irani, feel about all 
this"’ Would he return the medal? 

You can also bet that organisations 
like the Editors Guild will pretend 
that The Statesman scandal does not 
exist at all. Did the Guild make any 
noises when Biju Patnaik’s hadla bri¬ 
gades raided the premises of Samband 
and The Sun Times owned by the J.B 
Patnaik family"’ J.B, Patnaik may not 
be everyone’s cup of tea, but compare 
this studied silence with the furore 
raised when income tax officials 
raided the offices of the Indian Ex¬ 
press during the Congress regime' 
And can anyone deny that the Sethji is 
a cleverer manipulator than poor 
JBP? 

Unfortunately, press freedom has 
come to be associated with attacks on 
one leader, one family, one party 
Going by the writings of most of our 
senior columnists, it would appear, it 
IS Rajiv Gandhi who is still m power 
Writing in a recent issue of The 
Telegraph the Padma Vibhushan- 
declining columnist, every word drip¬ 
ping with venom, blasted Gandhi for 
not holding organisational elections in 
his party But not one word on the 
more recent farce that was the Janata 
Dal ‘election’ of its interim party 
president with Prime Minister V.P 
Singh once again failing to assert 
himself If this is the value-based 
jjolitics he propagates, the columnist is 
fully entitled to the ‘Journalist of the 
Year’ award from the Current maga¬ 
zine. The award, the recipient and the 
publication are all made for each 
other' 
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^ In apartheid country 

Several years ago, as a reporter for 
The Times of India m Ahmedabacl, 1 
first met Aswmi Sarin of the Indian 
Express Obviously he did not like the 
city, missed New Delhi from where he 
had come, and managed to get hack to 
the capital Soon, he made news, with 
his expose of the conditions in the 
Tihar jail and the Kamala episode 
wheie he purchased an Adivasi girl to 
highlight the poveity in the tribal 
areas 

The first Indian )ournahst to tour 
South Africa, Sarin recently wrote a 
series of mlcresling articles on his 
experiences in the apartheid land 
And It was quite a icvelation' Despite 
the release of Nelson Mandela and 
lifting of the ban on the African 
National Congress, nothing much has 
changed 

Sarin spent 15 hours at Johan- 
nesburgh's Jan Smuts airport because 
of visa problems. Once in the city, he 
learnt that Whites travelled m cabs 
driven by White cabbies. Blacks by 
other Blacks fJe was advised not to 
attend press conferences or functions 
organised by White extremists “In 
South Africa, blood is not red. It is 
white, black, Indian and coloured.” be 
was told. Violence is very much in the 
air, murders have risen 100 per cent 
since 1987 and nearly half of the three 
million firearms registered in the 
country belong to the six million 
White population. While Indians are 
doing well in trade and commerce, 
they too have to suffer humiliation. In 
Durban, Indians arc not served at fast 
food chains during weekends and are 


denied entry at posh restaurants. 
While watching a rugby match. Sarin 
and his friend, Steve Naidoo. were 
asked by a White, “What you guys 
doings here'' ITiis is no coolie game ” 
Indians are still referred to as coolies! 
«****■ 

Do new brooms sweep 
clean? 

We arc familiar with the ‘winds of 
change’ whenever a new government 
takes over Heads of corporations are 
changed, bureaucrats transferred with 
the favourites brought closer to the 
centres of power and those not in 
favour posted to Meghalaya or the 
Andamans. 

Should a newspaper also follow the 
same strategy when a new team takes 
over'' Should it dispense with the 
existing columnists, critics and writers 
who do have a reputation? While wel¬ 
coming the new, energetic team at The 
Sunday Observer, which includes a 

ThanewLimcaad: incrwaalng 
oomwiMT consciousiwsk 



a much-needed sports 
editor, I hope the paper 
does not do away with 
the services of Mr 
Arvind Lavkare. His 
column on the sports 
page was always inci¬ 
sive, knowledgeable and 
lair We do not have 
many columni.sts of his 
calibre, people who are 
more interested in the 
game than those who 
play It, and it would be a 
pity if there is any 
change Lavkare's col¬ 
umn has not been 
appearing for the last 
three weeks and I hope 
It’s only a temporary 
absence 

1 must also congratulate Mr 1 K 
Jagirdar, editor of the Kannada maga¬ 
zine, Sankei for moving a public in¬ 
terest petition against the Karnataka 
government for extending hospitality 
to former President Neelam Sanjeeva 
Reddy by accommodating him at a 
Bangalore government guest house, 
providing him with cars and servants 
and running up a bill of Rs ,S4 lakhs in 
22 months. The largesse was sanc¬ 
tioned by former chief minister 
Ramakrishna Hegdc. The petitioner 
has mentioned that Mr Reddy is finan¬ 
cially well placed and is capable of 
maintaining himself and his family to 
.suit his status 

Former Presidents are justified if 
they demand a hike in their pensions 
(at present Rs 2,3(HI a month) but to 
live as parasite off a friendly state 
government is a bit too much Mr 
Jagirdar has admirably fultilled the 
role of a watchdog 
**»*<!• 

Pay your own way 

An encouraging development in the 
media is the increasing coverage of 
consumer interests No, not the vague 
editorials or write-ups by so-called 
experts, but reporting of hard facts. 
The Calcutta-based Consumer 
Unity and Trust Soiety’s campaign 
against the soft drirjks containing the 
banned chemical brominated veget¬ 
able oil (BVO) and its substitute, 
estergum, is also being covered well. 
This is a welcome change considering 
that the soft drinks firms arc heavy 
advertisers. • 

TTw vlewt taprataed In Ihlt column am mat of Its author 
and not thoam of Sunday 
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PERSONALITY 


Tiger tale 

Despite losing the Assembly elections, the 
Shiv Sena's Bal Thackeray is still a force 
to reckon with in Maharashtra 



GAUTAM PATOLE 


I n 1967, long before Sharad -■i 
Pawar became a minister and 
when Maharashtra politics was 
dominated by the likes of V.P. 
Naik and Y.B Chavan, Bal 
Thackeray was already a power to 
reckon with. That year, his Shiv Sena 
targeted V.K. Krishna Menon, a for¬ 
mer defence minister, who was fight¬ 
ing to defend his North Bombay seat 
at the Lok Sabha election. Menon 
lost—contrary to all expectations— 
and Thackeray treated it as his own 
victory. 

Twenty-three years later, Naik, 
Chavan and Menon are all dead. Shar¬ 
ad Pawar, who was not even an MLA 
in those days, is Maharashtra's unchal¬ 
lenged boss and Bal Thackeray is still 
around. 

His Shiv Sena has abandoned its 
early support for Maharashtra 
chauvinism and has stopped regarding 
all Gujaratis and south Indians as its 
enemies (In fact, Chandnka Kenia, a 
former Gujarati defector from the 
Congress, is a Shiv Sena MP in the 
Rajya Sabha ) Now, the accent is on 
Hindutva and the attack is on secu¬ 
larism. 

In the elections to the Maharashtra 
Assembly held earlier this year, the 
Sena allied with the BJP and was 
widely expected to seize power. It 
failed narrowly to obtain a majority 
and chief minister Sharad Pawar’s 
minority Congress Legislature Party 
remained in office with the support of 
Independents 

At one level, it was an astonishing 
performance That Thackeray, who 
had once been regarded as a passing 
phenomenon, should come so close to 
becoming the chief minister demons¬ 
trated that he had staying power But 
at another level, it was a bitter dis¬ 
appointment Thackeray had been so 
cocky before the elections that his 
alliance’s defeat was seen as a person¬ 
al humibation. 

Certainly, he regarded it as such. 
Shortly after the election, he ended up 
in the intensive care unit of the Hindu- 
ja Hospital and was said to have suf¬ 
fered a heart attack. (He denies this— 
see interview.) After he recovered, he 
turned on his senior aides and accused 
them of misleading him. And now, he 
seethes at his bungalow in the artists’ 
colony of Kalanagar, desperately 
thinking up ways to oust Pawar. 

Despite the bravado, he has lost bis 
old fire, though, fortunately, he re¬ 
tains the ironic humour that once 
made him one of Bombay’s top car¬ 
toonists. 
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P erhaps if he had stuck to cartoon¬ 
ing, he mi^t have been as suc¬ 
cessful as R.K. Laxman, who had also 
joined the Free Press Journal. But 
Thackeray was given a seat near the 
telephone operator and the persistent 
•“git'g got on his nerves. What made 
matters worse was the overbearing 
attitude of his boss, A.B. Nayar. 

Finally, Thackeray just stormed out 
one day. 

Then, he founded Marmik (Main 
Point), a Marathi penodical on 13 Au¬ 
gust, 1960. There, he ran a column 
that was openly communal, fiery and 
dangerous. Thackeray, the rabble- 
rouser, was thus bom. Soon, the col¬ 
umn began giving details of the num¬ 
ber of jobs in prestigious business and 
industrial establishments in Bombay 
held by non-Maharashtnans 

Bal’s father, Prabodhankar Thack¬ 
eray, who was one of the activists of 
the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement 
that had fought for statehood, was ^ 
thrilled when his son decided to form P 
an organisation that would stand up * 
for the rights of Maharashtrians ^ 

When Prabodhankar suggested the g,___ 

name ‘Shiv Sena’ his son ‘roared’ his 

approval and the snarling tiger be- Thackeray with tfw KIP’S L.K. Advani: tha sHlanca fsHad to sohto powor 

came the organisation’s symbol The * j u t u u 

first ever public meeting was held at continued with his fiery speeches, he 

Shivaji Park in Bombay and Thack- 

__ unionism. In 1968, Thackeray, now 

Cray was overjoyed when more than , i j 

_ uritn fnrvncon/ic rsf 



50,000 young people turned up. 

Overnight, Thackeray became a 
messiah for the Maharashtrians. 
“Maharashtrians would now claim 
priority in education, employment, 
food and housing over all others who 
flock to this city,” declared the Shiv 
Sena manifesto. The Tigers were 
against ail non-Maharashtnans, espe- 


immensely popular with thousands of 
Maharashtrians, formed the Bharatiya 
Kamgar Sena (BKS) and, predictably, 
tried to muscle in on Dr Datta 
Samant’s territory By 1973, the BKS 
had emerged as a force to reckon with 
It wangled successfully with the man¬ 
agement for workers’ rights—the 
Larsen & Toubro’s wage hike is one of 
its major successes. By then, Bal 


cially the ‘loongiwallas' who came Thackeray was king of all he surveyed 
from the south. With the Maratha 

warrior king, Chhatrapati Shivaji B^liticallv, Thackeray’s clout grew, 
Maharaj, as a role model, Bal Thack- ■ thanks to his mentors m the Con- 
eray began his attempts to “free gress. On 13 August. 196<.), Yashwan- 
Maharashtra”. His be- . trao Chavan, the then 

lief in “controlled vio- Sharad Pawan stilf Congress(l) chief minis- 

lence” was bound to IKaharaahtra'a boas ter and an open svm- 

lead to bloodied and 
the Maharashtrians, 
swayed by Thackeray’s 
powerful oratory skills, 
began their battle foi 
“Maharashtra for 
Maharashtrians”. The 
Tigers took to the 
streets and many a south 
Indian’s loongi was rip¬ 
ped off on the road. 

In the meantime, 
though Thackeray 


P olitically, Thackeray’s clout grew, 
thanks to his mentors in the Con¬ 
gress. On 13 August, 196<.), Yashwan- 
trao Chavan, the then 
•Ul Congress(l) chief minis- 

ter and an open sym¬ 
pathiser of the Sena, 
had inaugurated Mar¬ 
mik and talked of the 
Sena in glowing terms. 
But by 1965. the left was 
manoeuvring itself into 
a position of prominen¬ 
ce. The Congress, trying 
to cash in on the Mahar¬ 
ashtrians' feeling that 
they were under¬ 
represented, set up the 
Shiv Sena as a ‘front 


organisation’. It started using the Sena 
to fight ‘the communist menace’ and 
break the back of leftist trade unions. 
Just two years after it was founded, 
the Sena contested the civic elections 
in Bombay and managed to win 40 of 
the 140 seats with the support of the 
Congress. It was a tremendous begin¬ 
ning for an organisation whose mem¬ 
bers were considered hoodlums by a 
lot of people. Bal Thackeray was 
sitting pretty, with a photograph of 
Adolf Hitler on his desk, and he 
conducted his business with whip-lash 
directives that would have made the 
Great Dictator proud 

In the 1967 general elections, poli¬ 
tical observers noted that the city’s 
‘boss’. S.K Paul, had lost his hold on 
the populace and the then chief minis¬ 
ter V P Naik’s popularity was plung¬ 
ing. The Shiv Sena rushed to fill the 
political vacuum. It brainwashed the 
Maharashtrians of North Bombay into 
believing that the Congress’ Krishna 
Menon would do nothing for them 
because he was an outsider. The 
strategy worked, and the Sena’s influ¬ 
ence grew. 

Meanwhile, the Congress continued 
to nurture the Shiv Sena. In 1974, the 
Sena supported the Congress’ Ramrao 
Adik fbr a Lok Sabha byelection in 
Bombay. (However, Adik lost.) j 
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PERSONALITY 


When the Emergency was declared in 
1975, Bal Thackeray, rumours have it, 
was terrified of ‘the Durga’—Indira 
Gandhi—so he kept his mouth shut 
and maintained a low profile. Still, the 
Shiv Sena stood by the Congress(I). 

The honeymoon between the Con- 
gress(I) and the Sena persisted till the 
1977 Lok Sabha polls. However, when 
the Congress lost, Thackeray decided 
to go it alone. He had already proved 
that he could wean away Mahaiash 
trian workers from leftist unions by 
providing a platform based on ethnic¬ 
ity rather than ideology This decision, 
of course, led to violence. But that 
didn’t bother Thackeray 

he organisational structure of the 
Shiv Sena runs almost parallel to 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 


(RSS), founded by Dr Baliram 
Hedgewar in 1923. But lliackeray in¬ 
sists that he based his party’s manifes¬ 
to on the preachings of Dr Btdhan 
Chandra Roy ot West Bengal Form¬ 
ing a linguistic state in 1948, Roy de¬ 
clared that Bengalis would be given 
first preference and ‘outsiders’ would 
have to wait. Industrialistswho did not 
follow this policy of recruitment would 
not be granted land 

But between Thackeray and Roy, 
there exists a hugh gulf. Thackeray is 
much more militant than Roy ever was 
and the Shiv Sena leader firmly be¬ 
lieves that “sometimes it is better to 
throw a few stones" to get one’s way. 
This has often led to violence and 
bloodshed. His satniks have often 
been referred to as goons, thugs and 


hoodlums. But these tags have never 
worried Thackeray. 

In 1969, the Shiv Sena was directly 
involved in ten days of bloody com¬ 
munal carnage It was only after the 
army moved in that things returned to 
normal In 1971, blood was shed again 
when Bal Thackeray visited Kausa. 
While he was there, there were strong 
rumours that he was going to be killed 
by the Muslims. In an hour’s time, the 
Sena put together a task force in Bom¬ 
bay and rushed it to Kausa to protect 
Its leader Predictably, a confrontation 
between two communities followed. 

In May 1984, the Sena was again 
involved m the Bhiwandi communal 
riots, which left 275 people dead. 
Other riots followed as the Sena 
sought to establish itself. Panvel, 



SuNiMv: M«u^ people fed that you 
■uffiered a attack because the 
Shiv Sena didn’t do too well in the 
Aasdnbly elections... 

md Tbadceray: Let me make this 
cUiar: it was not a heart attack. It 
was ang^a pains and, yes, it could 
have led to an attack but was 
dhecked in time. Regarding the 
Inna’s performance in 
the elections, we lost 
only because the party 
was short of funds. The 
Janata Dal todt money 
from the blackmar- 
keteers, smugglers and 
criminate. And dl the 
my.people were 
toanting oa the streets 
.with samon flags. 

Q; Hliat were die ottMNt 
rcacnns behind the 
Sean’s Roor perform* 
aocr? 

Ai We faded to register 
most of the 18 -yw-old 
youths. Otherwise, it 
was a sure win for us. 

The senior members of 
my party fooled me. I 
have bemi cheated by 
nay own people. By 
k:dq:Hhg me in the dark 
and pamting a rot^ 
twre *h#y toou^t that 
they would fool ipe. ^it 
now I am in the process/ 
of revamping the party* 

Q: You have been med- 
faig die ddef of >enr 


“lama 

d ictator ” 

Shiv Sena supremo Bal 
Thackeray in an 
introspective mood 




party unit from Jammu and 
Kadimir. What te your strategy hi 
the trouUed state? 

A: Right now, wc are helping the . 
people with food and medi¬ 
cines. For countering the terrorists, 

I have proposed a bullet for a bullet 
strategy. There should be no trial 
of the terrorists—^just shoot them 
dead. They are all traitors. 


Do you think diat 
V.P. Singh will be aUe 
to work out a saludoa? 
A! (Laughs) Don’t 
forget that V.P. Sin^ te 
a Congressman at heart. 
Before the .elections.^ 
people said, “CJtve him a, 
chance, giwi him a long 
rtme...” But few what? 
To hang all the 
Tdrc toe other Jokm, 
Faiooq AbduUdi. That 
man te a dandy. When 
Kashmir waa.buynii^ 
he was having a good 
time in some dve-stak. 
hotel. 


Q: CmurideHhKftoddto: 
Conpam hdtoMy'MtWd 
ttw Wv Semh, '■ 

you anddnriy. 
agaiautdto 
A: Lock 

done fo the 

■Yhey haYu 













PERSONALITY 


. Nasik, Aurangabad, Nanded, Amra- 
•vati...the list of places which witnes¬ 
sed bloodshed is long. People started 
referring to the Shiv Sena as the ‘riot 
squad’. 

But Thackeray’s power was increas¬ 
ing. By 1988, he boasted of having 
shakhas in Jammu and Kashmir, Pun¬ 
jab, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka as well as in 10,000 of 
Maharashtra’s 35,000 villages. “The 
country belongs to me and I belong to 
the country,” he thundered and 
Maharashtrians applauded. 

In March 1988, the Shiv Sena cap¬ 
tured the Aurangabad municipal cor¬ 
poration This was yet another feather 
in Thackeray’s cap after his party’s 
1985 victory in the Bombay Municipal 
Corporation election. But Thack¬ 


er the Nehru ghanma nor the In¬ 
dira gharema had any religion. Both 
,the leaders said a lot ab^out India 


, were milking the country dry, To^ 
day, V*P. Singh is doing just the 
' -'stune. 

Q; What are you doing to rejav«i» 
/ the Sena? 

, A: I am certainly not sitting idle. I 
am working out strategies to to^de 
the Sharad Pawar government. 

Q; But what wHI he your 
At I am not gcdng to disdose that. 
One is not supped to reveal one’s 
tactics to the enemy. But I promise 
you that, this time Pawar will find it 
difficuk to survive. 

V Qt Before the Amemhiy ifocUons 
r’ jffHi were UBcing nhont ruUng 
F ]|MttrasUMi. But nothing of foe 
v po B^r esate 

®>ot. 1 am above 
.'^tfolharmdnneot. H wo could elkat 
of iite youths, we .could 
tyrin. The people of Mahm- 
itdfl wsmt mp 

^ tlMiie HgQw tn jte A lot of to* 

' dWpMdMifomirt.wttiiln. 

/ ■ Oplilllffi ty 


rt^ dn % fmemM 







Cray’s move to change the name of 
Aurangabad to Sambaji Nagar did not 
work out, just as a previous attempt to 
rename Bombay as Mumbai was un¬ 
successful. 

A s the years passed and the Sena 
rode the crest of the popularity 
wave despite an occasional setback, 
Thackeray set his sights on ruling 
Maharashtra In February 1990, as an 
electorate of more than 4.81 crores 
went to the ninth Assembly polls, the 
Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) combine was supposed to en¬ 
sure an embarrassing defeat for the 
Congress(I) and chief minister Sharad 
Pawar. Thackeray was confident. 

But when the election results began 
pouring in, Thackeray’s hopes 
crashed. In the 288-fnemter Assem¬ 
bly, the Congress(I) secured 142 seats 
and the baclung of ten Independents. 
The Sena won only 51 seats and the 
BJP 42. Pawar retained power and 
Thackeray retreated heart-broken. 

In early March, Bal Thackeray suf¬ 
fered an alleged heart attack. He was 
rushed lo the Hinduja Hospital, where 
he was declared out of danger after a 
week. The stress and strain of cam¬ 
paigning on the road and the crushing 


"I am certainly 
not sitting idle. I 
am working out 
strategies to 
topple the 
I Sharad Pawar 
A government in 
H Maharashtra/’ 
'pi, says Thackeray 


defeat at the hustings had taken their 
toll. It all proved too much for the 
64-year-old Sena leader 

Today, he is taking things easy at his 
residence at Matruchaya in Bandra 
East He sits with the help of a back¬ 
rest and carries Sorbitrate (heart pills) 
in his pocket. The enormous amount 
of weight he has lost makes him seem 
like a caricature of his old self. He is 
still bitter about his defeat at the polls 
and, even now, plots and plans to 
overthrow Sharad Pawar But some¬ 
how, his heart is not in it any longer. 

People still flock to see him, but the 
numbers have lessened—not because 
his popularity has waned, but because 
he cannot stand the strain. At the first 
twinge of discomfort, 1'hackeray slips 
a Sorbitrate under hts tongue, leans 
back in his chair and closes his eyes. 

Next year, the Shiv Sena will cele¬ 
brate 25 years of its existence but Bal 
Thacker^’s dreams of power have yet 
to be fulfilled. However, he refuses to 
give up. He declares that all’s well 
with his party and there is no infight¬ 
ing or rivalry One day, he swears, the 
saffron flag will reign supreme in 
Maharashtra. Till then, he sits and 
dreams. • 

OodfrmyPmtin/Bombay 
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Red star over Assam 


Is the ULFA a Maoist organisation? 


T he rising sun is the symbol of the 
United Liberation Front of 
Assam (ULFA). but it may well 
have been the hammer and the sickle. 
The ULFA. which has raised the 
demand of Assam's secession from the 
Indian Union and has taken to the 
path of insurgency in the vinduscent 
Brahmaputra valley, appears to be 
guided by Maoist ideology in its fight 
against Indian colonialism’ 

The police and political par¬ 
ties have tried to berate the ULFA as 
a terrorist outfit bereft of any ideolo¬ 
gy. But an analysis of its operaitons 
suggests that the ULFA—like the 
Naxalites—has adopted Maoist tactics 
that could transform its insidious acti¬ 
vities into full-scale insurgency 
In the beginning, the 
ULFA, which was 
formed in April 1979, 
was solely inspired by a 
sense of chauvinism and 
served as the militant 
wing of the Assam 
movement. Its ire was 
directed against the 
state’s Bengali popula¬ 
tion in the name of driv¬ 
ing away illegal mig- 
1 rants, who have been 
streaming into Assam 
from across the border 
in Bangladesh. But, 
according to political 
analysts in Guwahati.thc 
ULFA began changing 
Its political tack after 
Arabmd alias Rajiv Ra- 
jkhowa became its 
chairman towards the end of 1984. 

Significantly, the Assam movement 
had. by then, run out of steam and the 
former Congress(l) chief minister, 
Hiteswar Saikia, who came to power 
after the controversial Assembly elec¬ 
tions of 1983, seemed to be in com¬ 
plete command, The jingoism that 
marked the agitation had lost much of 
its appeal and the leaders of the 
ULFA—like those of the All Assam 
Students Union (AASU) and the All 
Assam Gana Sangram Parishad 
(AAGSP) who led the Assam move¬ 
ment—were gasping lor a new lease of 
life While the AASU and the 
AAGSP leaders returned to main¬ 


stream politics after the Assam 
accord, the ULFA spurned the olive 
branch 

Ra)khowa, who. according to 
sources in Guwahati, was closely 
associated with the Naxahte laction I 
led by Vinode Mishra, decided to 
blend Maoism with Assamese sub- 
nationalism With Rajkhowa at the 
helm, the ULFA’s political formula¬ 
tions changed palpably It discarded 
the AASU's thesis that the illegal 
migrants and the .tale’s sizeable Ben¬ 
gali population weie at the root of 
Assam's problems It began saying 
that Indian capitalists and politicians 
exploited the state in a “colonial ” style 
and identified them as the real ene¬ 
mies of the Assamese people And, in 


an equally significant turn of phrase, 
the ULFA stopped referring to the 
inhabitants of Assam as Assamese, 
instead, it began calling them the 
“people of Assam” 

All political paities in the state 
admit that the ULFA has become 
popular in the rural areas They con¬ 
cede that the ULFA’s "populist” de¬ 
velopmental programmes and social 
reform measures have helped the 
secessionists carve out their areas of 
influence. The most talked-about 
steps taken by the organi-sation are the 
building of roads, bridges and dykes, 
the holding of public trials and 
punishing people for minor and se- 


I nous offences, the imposition of 
I 'taxes’ on the rich; and the eradication 
j of social evils like alcoholism, gamb¬ 
ling, screening of blue films in video 
parlours, drug trafficking and the 
abuse of women 

It appears from these measures that 
i the ULFA has based its activities on 
I Mao 7x*dong’s famous Hunan Report, 

■ in which the great helmsman of China 
had stressed all the points that today 
toim the salient features of the 
ULFA’s strategy for winning mass 
support E ven the ULFA’s extortion¬ 
ist ways seem to find theoretical en¬ 
dorsement in Mao's report in which he 
had advocated the imposition ol fines 
and taxes on rich and tyrannical land¬ 
lords as a step towards establishing 
people’s power Accord¬ 
ing to a source close to 
the ULFA, its activists 
are looking towards Chi¬ 
na for ideological suste¬ 
nance, if not material 
support “Maoist litera¬ 
ture IS in great demand. 
The ULFA boys are 
avidly reading the works 
of Mao Zedong,” he re¬ 
vealed. 

It is little wonder then 
that the CPI(ML) views 
the ULFA as a piogres- 
sive organisation,though 
It IS critical of its seces¬ 
sionist obsession. In a 
recent statement issued 
by the CPI(ML)’s 
Assam state committee, 
the party has said “The 
CPI(ML), Liberation group, wel¬ 
comes the ULFA's efforts to bnng 
about revolutionary changes in Assam 
by making great sacrifices, putting 
up with immense hardships and releas¬ 
ing the positive forces inherent in 
youth fjower.” 

Obviously, the Naxalites are trying 
to woo the ULFA in order to put up a 
joint fight against a common enemy: 
the Indian government. If the Naxa- 
lites do succeed in winning over the 
ULFA, It would certainly compound 
the government’s problems. But it 
could also mean the end of secession- 
ism—at least for the time being. • 
Atriah Gtqrta/Ouwahati 
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T his time Kanha hit the head¬ 
lines not as the ‘best main¬ 
tained game reserve in Asia’ 
but as the most endangered. 
Almost half of the forest 
cover was reported to have been burnt 
to the ground by Naxalites. The main 
facts are true enough—there are 
Naxalites, extensive tracts have caught 
fire and Kanha is indeed endangered 
But the links have been mixed up. The 
police insist that Naxalites did not 
cause the fire and the forest author¬ 
ities affirm that the damage caused 
was not extensive And Kanha nation¬ 
al park’s endangered status is obvious 
from the about 700 policemen and 
commandos patrolling it. but not for 
environmental reasons 

Stretchmg over the districts of Man- 
dla and Balaghat in Madhya Pradesh, 
this national park is the most success¬ 
ful tiger project in India. Despite its 97 
tigers, 62 panthers, thousands of 
c^etal, sambhar and barking deer, its 
star attraction today is the rare 12- 
point barasingha (swamp deer) In 
1970, there were only 66 barasinghas 
in Kanha. Under the added protection 
of Project Tiger, the species nearing 
extinction now numbers 540 in the 
national park. This deer sheds its 
magnificent antlers after the mating 


season, and the local tnbals collect 
them to sell for a mere Rs .50 Accord¬ 
ing to the police, forest authonties and 
local government, this practice caused 
the much-publicised fire this year— 
not the Naxalites 

As It IS, summer fires are common 
m the dry heat of the Dandakaranya 
forests, of which Kanha is a part 
Also, forest officials practise control¬ 
led and rotational burning to encour¬ 
age the growth of new grass, mainly in 
the patches of meadow where the deer 
graze. And, finally, the tribals set fire 
to the undergrowth to clear the 
ground, which makes it easier to hunt 
for the shed barasingha antlers There 
are cases of fire every year, all over 
the Dandakaranya, only this year it is 
widespread in the show-piece park 

Today, the issue is not just ecologic¬ 
al. 'Rajnaitikaagjyadalagihay, vasta- 
vik aag se," says Thaneswar Misra, a 
local BJP leader. Motilal Vora, the 
Congress(I) ex-chief minister of MP, 
claims 40 per cent of forest cover has 
been destroyed, while the ruling BJP 
stridently pushes a conservative ten 
per cent. The Congress(l)’s spiel 
seems to be that the new government 
has proved totally incapable of con¬ 
trolling the Naxalite menace. “If there 
is any Naxalite problem here, it is 


A ravaged tree-trunk: the fire still 
smoulders 

bccau.se of the Congress(f)," retorts 
Mi.sra “They allowed them to enter 
and now we have to deal with them ’’ 
M.R. Sahasrabuddhe, a BJP activist 
from Jabalpur, shares his opinion. 

The deputy collector of Mandla, 
J P. Tiwan, sticks to the ten per cent 
figure too “If you take green trees,” 
he adds, “the damage is negligible." 
And the police agree “The damage to 
green trees is less than two per cent.” 
But why such a hullabaloo over the 
fire in Kanha, then"^ 

There is a misunderstanding, it 
seems. “As per ocular survey, the 
ground fire takes up 45-50 per cent of 
the forest area,” says a top forest offi¬ 
cial, requesting anonymity. And the 
damage is not extensive, since this is 
not a crown fire. Grasslands and 
shrubs have been 
affected, not full-grown 
trees. However, fhere 
1 jnjjMfflT j might be some trouble 
f 1 wth the grazing ground 

i JisI? i W I of the deer. But then, 
j (when one area is 

' I affected, the deer inevit- 

**TJ?** ..-il. ably move to another. 
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“Of almost 280 fire sites,” adds the 
forest ofiiaal, “only in one, in Orai, 
has a Naxalite been seen lighting it.” 
Locals believe that the extremists are 
not really causing the fire. But they 
may be encouraging it. The direct 
cause IS the Baiga tribats—who have 
two main motives. First, to collect 
barasingha antlers. Second, to distract 
forest authorities so that they can 
plunder forest produce, especially 
bamboo, in peace, somewhere else. A 
third, less immediate, reason is what 
the local administration calls the ‘re¬ 
venge motive' Exploited, cheated and 
sick of bribing forest guards, these 
tribals give vent to their anger by 
creating trouble for the forest author¬ 
ities. 

T he part the Naxalites play in all 
this IS interesting. Terrified of 
them, the forest authorities do not 
venture into the interiors very mucht 
thus the Baigas get a free hand and the 
fire spreads. “We have caught eight 
Baigas recently,” says a police official, 
“and the situation is under control.” 
But it is quite impossible to keep the 
tnbals out, says the forest department, 


although 26 of the 44 villages in the 
nation^ park have been relocated out¬ 
side the park. 

To counter tribal resentment, chief 
minister Sunder Lai Patwa has prom¬ 
ised to change the forest policy, allow¬ 
ing the tribals more right over the 
forest. This deasion speaks of the im¬ 
portance the government is paying to 
the present situation. It has ample 
reason to. For the media spotlight has 
unwittingly identified the real prob¬ 
lem—Kanha may become the next 
Naxalite stronghold. Finally, the de¬ 
nse jungle of Kanha could become the 
centre for all sorts of extremists. 

“Naxalite activity in Kanha is in its 
first stage,” says M.S. Gupta, the su¬ 
perintendent of pohee (SP), Mandla 
“The extremists are still talking ideol¬ 
ogy and promising better wages and 
standards of living to the exploited 
tribals. That ideology can be quite 
attractive—but they won’t stick to it.” 

In fact, almost all agree that the 
Naxalites got in on the socio-economic 
ticket. In a region with failed develop¬ 
ment programmes and rampant cor¬ 
ruption, the men of the greenwood are 
always welcome. Kanha, till now, is 



Special Talk Force personnel In Kanha: 
safeguarding the tourist hot spot 

Bastar all over again The Naxalites 
have again launched an awareness 
programme among the Adivasis, 
teaching them their economic and so- 
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cial nghts. Not pedagogues alone, 
they are also projecting themselves as 
the protecters of the oppressed by ter¬ 
rorising forest officials Already called 
‘Dada’ by the villagers, they could 
soon be lords of the jungle. 

However, as a senior forest offi 


dal points out, there has been no re¬ 
cent complaint of corruption in the 
national park itself. “Why here?” he 
asks. “If fighting exploitation is the 
true reason, then Kanha is not the 
ideal battleground. Why not go and 
fight where it is needed most?” Simply 
because the thick forest criss-crossed 
with ditches and ravines offers the best 
cover. 

With many tnbal cadres who know 
the area and are at home in the jungle 
("vflre ke bandar" the jxilice call them 
in utter frustration), the Naxalites 
have the makings of a formidable 
guerrilla force. To combat it, forest 
guards and police have been patroll¬ 
ing Jointly since 30 April. But it is a 
lame-leading-the-bhnd situation: the 
police have no topographical know¬ 
ledge and the forest officials are total¬ 
ly demoralised by the incidents of 
assault on forest guards. 

Besides, the police are not properly 
equipped for a jungle war, with at 
most SLRs against the extremists’ 
AK-47s and other sophisticated 
weaponry. The Naxalites being active 
mostly at night, the police need infra¬ 
red night vision devices. Very pistols 


to serve as torches and fire exting¬ 
uishers to check the damage done by 
rifle-grenades. Despite their hand¬ 
icap, the police took first blood. In 
their first encounter with the Naxa¬ 
lites, on 8 January at Murkutta, 
Balaghat, 56 rounds were fired in the 
exchange. Though the extremists 
managed to escape, one was wound¬ 
ed. A first-aid kit, some party litera¬ 
ture, cartridges, a 12-bore nfle and a 
country-made gun were recovered. | 
Since the first assault on a forest 
guard at Ajanpur, Balaghat, on 24 
March, forest authorities have deman¬ 
ded better security. Subsequently, 
another forest employee was roughed 
up in Sulsuli, also in Balaghat. l^at 
was strange, however, was the assault i 
.on a villager in Sautia, Mandla. Rao 
Singh, a tribal, fell victim to the Naxa¬ 
lites’ wrath on 6 May “The ‘National 
Party’ (the tnbals’ way of pronouncing 
NaxaUtes) first asked me my name and 
whether 1 was a chowkidaar" recalls 
Singh. “Then they asked me where the 
source of water was. 1 said 1 didn’t 
know and they beat me up ” Probably 
that was just a show of power, the 
stick that goes with the carrot 
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Look As Good After 







NATIONAL PARK 


I nterestingly, the police have 
adopted a novel approach here 
“Whoever may have created the situa¬ 
tion, It IS our men who ultimately face 
the bullets.” says SP M.S. Gupta So 
they have decided to strike at the 
root—corruption, which leads to se¬ 
vere tribal exploitation and stieng- 
thens the image of the Naxalite as 
protector. The police, usually noto¬ 
rious for miction even as reported 
cases pile up, have here become the 
paragons of justice They investigate 


AXALITESTOOK 
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very little trouble in uniting wage 
labourers and absorbing tnbals into 
the fold. 

The connection is made earlier— 
when the tnbals go to work in bamboo 
plantations in Chandrapur, Maharash¬ 
tra. Oiiginally from Adilabad, 
Andhra Pradesh, the extremists have 
skirted the border to Chandrapur 
From there, one group has passed 
through Warora and Bhandra to enter 
MP, pass through Balaghat into the 
park and cross over to Mandla, 
while another has 
come via Garhchiroli, 
along the MP- 
Maharashtra border, 
into Rajnandgaon. The 
Naxalites at Kanha are 
supposedly funded by 
the paper mills and ten- 
du merchants of AP and 
Maharashtra. 

The two bands now in 
Kanha are powerfully 
backed. But the opera¬ 
tion is still young—the 
14 men and six women 
have to shed their olive 
green and camouflage 
fatigues in dayhght. Yet, 
to fight that handful, the 
state government has in¬ 
volved the Special 


ptissible cases of exploitation of their 
own accord. Recently, a supervising 
committee was set up by the collecto- 
rate at Mandla to curb further corrup¬ 
tion. But tree-felling, trading in illicit 
timber and cheating tnbals of their 
wages and foodgrain supplies are com¬ 
mon features of the local economy 
La.st month, the police arrested some 
forest officials in the reserve forest 
bordering Kanha. A few of them have 
been suspended and one jailed A 
couple of officials have taken anticipa¬ 
tory bail 

On the other hand, tribal develop¬ 
ment projects mostly consist of plans 
like installing solar lamps that don't 
work, schools with no teachers and 
scholarships that tnbals haven’t heard 
of The officials in charge of their 
welfare do not understand their lan¬ 
guage, needs or way of life Compared 
to them, the Naxalites. quite often 
tnbals themselves, are closer home, 
not the ‘aliens from Andhra Pradesh’ 
the government makes them out to be. 
Consequently, organisations like the 
Dandakaranya Kisan Mazdoor San- 
gha, taken to be a front for the 
Naxalites (People’s War Group), have 


Rao Singh, tha first noiKforestar to be 
MSMiltad by NaxaHtew: a vfcfim of 
muscle-fiexbig? 



Branch (SB) and moved in around 700 
police and commandos. 

“We have our plans,” says an SB 
official, flipping through hand-drawn 
maps of Kanha. “We have plotted 
alternative routes—both foot-tracks 
and jeep roads—and are prepared for 
them ” But till now only one Naxalite 
has been caught. However, the police 
and intelligence refuse to confirm this. 

Kanha s strategic importance seems 
to be the reason for such concern. At 
present, it is the site of an Indo- 
American project for developing visi¬ 
tor-education programmes and is to 
become a training centre for the staff 
of other national parks. Famous as the 
best game reserve in Asia, Kanha is a 
favourite with foreign tourists—whose 
kidnapping or murder could severely 
strain international relations. 

An added problem is the presence 
of various voluntary organisations, 
some strengthened by foreign funds, 
any of which can act as a front for 
extremists. In fact, the Prayog Samaj 
Scvi Samstha of Raipur seems to have 
taken up the role already. The orga¬ 
nisation has various publications, such 
as Pukar. Prayog, Navrachna and 
Ankur, which overtly sympathi.se with 
the Naxalites, who, in turn, actually 
distnbute Prayog’s literature It is 
suspected that another non¬ 
governmental organisation, the Nav- 
lachna Samiti, ts also a Naxalite front 

From the environmental point of 
view, probably the presence of such 
huge police forces is causing more 
damage than the fire that grabbed the 
headlines The jxilice compete with 
villagers for scarce drinking water. 
Also, their presence restricts the 
mobility of the tnbals Earlier, tn 
Bastar, especially in the Indravati 
Abhayaranya, the police earned out 
frequent raids, terronsed villagers, 
de.stroyed property, brutalised in the 
name of interrogation, demanded 
bribes, illegally detained people and 
clapped just anybody in jail. 

Hopefully, this will not happen in 
Kanha Especially since there has 
been a lot of noise recently about 
Naxalites fighting corruption in 
Andhra, Maharashtra and other parts 
of MP. But, the condescending atti¬ 
tude that urban elites have towards 
tnbals might make it easy for the 
police to turn oppressor. That will 
only help strengthen the grounds for 
extremism. And with the tourist hot 
spot in their hands, the extremists 
might hold the country to ransom. • 
Aiftora Sen/KanlH 
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APCA 

automotive paint 



The Car Paint that looks good 
through Sun, Rain... and Time 

Haven’t you often wondered why it s so difficult to inainuin tht gtHid Uniks of your car 
as the seasons pass’ The colour fades the finish gets clupped and you long for the ongtnal look 
that once was 

Presenting APCA. The car paint that looks gcMxt and continues to ItKik good That s because the 
APCA paint system is ^cially formulated for Indian conditions It contains •qxfcial non foding pigments 
and ultra violet absorbers to ensure the gcKxl looks of your car last through blcstering summers And rust- 
inhibiting agents to protect your car from coirosion in sJashy monstxins Furthermort APCA has been 
rigorously tested in all conditions at ross all regions so that your car s good looks last longer' 

Popular shades for all vehicles. APCA can be used on all vehicles and it s available in all 
popular shades, including shades of automotive manufacturers matched exactly to the onginal 
Because it’s Asian Paints who supply the onginal pamt to vehicle manufacturers such as 
Maruti Telco Hero Honda TV'S Suzuki among others 

So now that It s time to repaint your car would you settle for anything less’ 

Loatsgood. KeepslookiiMggood. 

(Availabic m select towns only) 
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The spirit of 1979 


As the cracks become apparent, doubts are raised about 
the government's ability to last its term 


here were uncomfortable 
parallels with the 1977-79 
Janata government. Then, 
Prime Minister Morarji De- 
sai had been forced by pub¬ 
lic opinion to act against home minis¬ 
ter Charan Singh. While Desai’s initia¬ 
tive had met with widespread acclaim, 
it had ultimately sown the seeds for his 
government’s downfall. Charan Singh 
had seethed silently and, finally, 
brought the ministry down. 

This time, V.P. Singh was playing 
the Morarji Desai role and Charan 


Singh’s protege Devi Lai was cast as 
his mentor. Chandra Shekhar was 
common to both scenanos. Then, he 
had been on the Prime Minister’s side 
urging Morarji to keep Charan Singh 
in check but to do so without humiliat¬ 
ing him. Now, he was in Devi Lai’s 
camp, commiserating with him and 
plotting the collapse of V.P. Singh’s 
ministry. 

If the parallels caused a palpable 
sense of unease in the Janata Dal, 
there was, at least, the consolation 
that a public relations victory had 


been achieved and that the Prime 
Minister’s halo of moral uprightness 
was intact. 

For a day or two, it had seemed as 
though the Opposition, led by a new- 
ly-resurgent ^ngress(I),had got the 
government on the run. Former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had, at last, 
emerged from his slumber and had 
caused V.P. Singh to lose his compo¬ 
sure in the Lok Sabha. 

The key to the problem was, as » 
usual, deputy prime minister Devi 
Lai. Ever since the Election Commis-. 




The Raja has few 
supporters of hts own (n 
l()o Cabinet and can only 
rely on George 
Fernandes, Raja 
Rainanna, M G K. Menon, 
etc He has survived by 
adroitly managing the 
other groups in the 
Cabinet 


Whatever Oevi Lai or Chandra Shekhar 
may say, there's no doubt that most of 
those who voted for the Janata Dal last 
year thought that V.P. Singh was going to 
be the Pnme Minister. This aura of morai 
authority has given the Raja his power 
Even now, hfs personal credibility has 
suffered much less than his 
government's. But how long can he 
survive on this basis’’ 


Nehru evokes strong 
feelings In people While 
he has his enemies, his 
friends are fiercely loyal. 
He can count on the 
support of Anf 
Mohammad Khan and 
Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed. Inder Gujral was 
his nominee too 


He IS the master-strategist of Indian 
politics It was his pushing that got Rajiv 
made Prime Minister in 1 ^ and after the 
cousins fell out in mid-1986, the 
Congress(l) regime lost its political 
moorings At present, he is the one man 
who could guide V.P. Singh. But Nehru 
has chosen to remain aloof, spending 
most of his time abroad 
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Sion countermanded the first Meham 
election, Om Prakash Chautala, Lai’s 
errant son, had been under pressure to 
prove that he owed the chief minis¬ 
tership of Haryana to more than mere 
family considerations. Forced to re- 
contest—by public pressure—from 
Meham, Chautala bragged that he 
would win by 17,000 votes. But when 
the second election was also counter¬ 
manded following the murder of an 
Independent candidate, Amir Singh, 
there was widespread suspicion that 
Chautala had been behind the killing. 

V.P. Singh’s first reaction had been 
to do nothing. When the first Meham 
poll had been countermanded, the 
threat of action against Chautala had 
been enough to cause Devi Lai to 
hand in his resignation. This time 
around, the wily Chaudhary was quite 
capable of doing something even more 
drastic. 

^ circumstances forced the Raja 

E9to act. For one, his own suppor¬ 
ters were outraged. L.C. Jain quit as a 


member of the Planning Commission 
following an angry article by editor 
Arun Shourie in the Indian Express 
(see Spotlight). And the Congress(I) 
decided that this was the perfect 
issue on which to de¬ 
mand the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s resignation. 

On Sunday, 20 May, 

Congress president Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi took the un¬ 
precedented (for him) 
step of visiting Meham 
with an entourage of 300 
cars. The former Prime 
Minister had clearly 
hoped that Meham 
would mark the begin¬ 
ning of his comeback, 
just as Belchi (where 
Harijans had been kil¬ 
led) was the starting point for his 
mother’s return to the limelight during 
the Janata regime. 

Pleased with the response his visit 
evoked, Rajiv felt emboldened 
enough to make a parliamentary in¬ 


tervention the following day. (This 
marked a rare return to the floor of 
the Lok Sabha—he has been absent 
for roost of this session.) He accused 
V.P. Singh of trying to influence 
the Election Com¬ 
mission (over the coun¬ 
termanding of the 
Meham poll) in his 
capacity as Prime 
Minister. 

V.P. Singh said he 
had been acting in his 
capacity as leader of the 
Janata Dal; Rajiv did 
not believe him and 
asked for a transcript of 
his conversation with 
the Election Commis 
sioner. The Raja got 
angrier and angrier and 
finally shouted at the leader of the 
Opposition to “sit down”—a grave 
lapse of decorum for a Prime Minister 
and quite out of character for the nor¬ 
mally tight-lipped V.P Singh. 

As the argument raged and Con- 




The Tau's strength His rustic image conceals a first-rate 

comes from outside the political brain The Tau Is often compared 
Cabinet, though within it. to Charan Singh but whereas Singh was 
Sharad Yadav will back ambitious, grasping and naive, Lai is 
him implicitly. But lal subtler He wants to exert real authority. 
also has the support of even if he isn't dejure Prime Minister, 
the chief ministers of And he knows how to keep the pressure 
four states: UP, Gujarat, on V P. Singh mounting. Will not forget 
Haryana and Bihar Chautaia's ouster. 

f 


Shekhar's men have got Until recently, most people had forgotten 
a bad deal in this that Shekhar is a Congressman of to old 

government, though school. Who delights in late-night 

some found jobs after the confabulations in smoke-ftlled rooms. He 
recent ministry has never liked V P Singh, whom he 

expansion Out of the regards as an ambitious phoney and after 
Cabinet himsetf, he has he was lied to during TO leadership 
no support wtthin it His election has resolved to embarrass the 
strength is destructive. government from outside. 
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Four turning points 


RISING PRICES 


Most opinion 
research 
suggests that 
while people 
get very 
angry about 
inflation, 
rarely do they 
withdraw 
support from 
a government 
solely for that 
reason. But 

Flnanc* minister IMadhu the finance 

Oandsvste presents the iNidget ministry's 

total inability 

keep prices in check combined with a lacklustre 
budget have added to the government's problems 
The regime believes that prices will come down after 
the monsoon, but will that be too late’’ 


KASHMIR IN 
FLAMES 



The mood is sulien In 
Srinegar 


In the public mind, 
Kashmir is regarded as 
being the V.P. Singh 
regime’s problem, though 
the trouble started before 
this government took 
office. But three of the 
government's actions 
worsened the situation. 
First, It released terrorists 
in return for the home 
minister’s daughter 
Then, it made Jagmohan 
Governor, knowing that 
the state government 
“Would resign. And third. 

It then refused to 
negotiate with 
kidnappers, leading to the 
killings of hostages. 


NO PEACE 
IN PUNJAB 



S.S. Mann with Ms 
khrpan 


The V P Singh 
government made exactly 
the same mistake on 
Punjab as Rajiv Ciandhi’s 
regime. Just as Rajiv 
released H S I.ongowal 
and hoped that reason 
would prevail once the 
government adopted a 
conciliatory stand, V.P 
Singh made a hero out of 
S S. Mann and reckoned 
1 , that talk of healing and 
S- new beginnings would 
^ solve the problem 
I Of course. It hasn’t and 
the early promises have 
come back to haunt the 
Raja 


MAYHEM IN MEHAIT 



Ai^ry vUiagars in Mehsm congrsgsts 

Nobody knows why O P Chautala decided to pin 
his future on Meham. When he thought he would 
lose the election, he resorted to violence and 
rigging The resulting outcry forced VP to push for 
his resignation, a move that caused Devi Lai to quit 
instead Chautala went after he tried similar stunts 
at the re-fMjll 


gressmen taunted Janata Oal mem¬ 
bers, Devi Lai sat silently, seething 
inside. Later, he accosted his party’s 
MPs outside the Lok Sabha and raged 
at them for being unable to defend the 
government. 

B y then, of course, there was no 
other course left open to V.P 
Singh To allow Chautala to continue 
in office was clearly unthinkable and 
yet, Devi Lai had to be persuaded to 
go along with the decision. On Sun¬ 
day, 20 May, perturbed by reports of 
Rajiv's Meham visit, the Raja had told 
correspondents on board his plane (he 
was returning from the cyclone- 
affected areas of Andhra Pradesh) 
that he was considering dissolving the 
Haryana Assembly The Congress(I), 


too, had demanded the imposition of 
President’s Rule followed by fresh 
election. 

Now, emissaries were sent to Devi 
Lai informing him that these were 
the only options. Of the 
two, the dismissal of the R^liv Garntt 
government was clearly *■•••••** h* 
the less preferrable. 

There was no guarantee 
that the Janata Dal 
would get a majority in 
fresh elections to the 
Assembly and moreov¬ 
er, dismissal suggested 
that Chautaia’s govern¬ 
ment had failed to main¬ 
tain law and order—a 
clear humiliation. 


Raiiv GandM In Matiam: 
cmMngin 



On the other hand, if Chautala 
would agree to step down—the second 
option—it would entail a certain loss 
of face, but the Chaudhary could 
appoint his own nominee as the next 
chief minister and mam- 
n Matiam: tain his grip on the state. 

Put in those terms, 
the choice was clear. 
Devi Lai had to per¬ 
suade his son to resign 
and to accept a new 
chief minister. The 
change would not reflect 
on Chautaia’s guilt or io- 
nocence: he could still 
maintain that he knew 
nothing about the mur¬ 
der of Amir Singh, but it 
would be projected as a 








morally sound gesture. This made 
k some sense, but the problem was that 
" Devi Lai still did not like it Whichev¬ 
er way he looked at it, Chautala's 
ouster seemed like a public humilia¬ 
tion 

So though Chautdla was replaced by 
Banarsi Das Gupta, the Chaudhary 
made it clear that the move had not 
been to his liking. And while V P. 
Singh’s supporters claimed a public 
relations victory, the Tau seemed un¬ 
likely to torgive or forget this humilia¬ 
tion 

W hen the Raia finally took the 
plunge and made it cleai that he 
would not allow Chautala to continue 
in office, he was woiking on the 
assumption that whatev¬ 
er he lost by antagonis¬ 
ing Devi Lai would be 
compensated by the 
goodwill he would win 
by acting firmly Cer- 
I tdinly, Janata Dal 
spokesmen are at pains 
to point out that the 
Raja not only ended the 
parly’s crisis, but took i 
the wind out of the Con- 
grcss(I)'s sails Says 
Yashwant Sinha. gener¬ 
al secretary of the Jana¬ 
ta Dal, "Chautala’s res¬ 
ignation has considei- 
ably weakened the Con¬ 
gress The mannei in 
which we settled the 
problem makes the par¬ 
ty look like a deflated 
balloon.” Agrees S R 
Bommai. Janata Dal 
president, “You can see 
the difference between 
the Janata Dal and the 
Congress(I) We are a V.P. Singh i 
party that believes in 
value-based politics and has acted ” 
While there is little doubt that V P 
Singh managed to beat Rajiv Gandhi 
in this contest of wills, did he do it at 
the expense of the Janata Dal’s future 
unity? 

Devi Lai’s supporters say that by 
publicly humiliating the Tau, the Raja 
has considerably shortened the life- 
expectancy of his regime 
Over the last two months, Devi Lai 
has brought his dislike of V.P. Singh 
out into the open. This became clear 
during the election of the Janata Dal 
president The Raja's candidate was 
Jaipal Reddy and most observers 
thought he was certain to win. Then. 
Devi Lai decided he was going to back 


I S.R. Bommai, a former chief minister 
of Karnataka, whose antipathy to 
V.P. Singh and R.K. Ilcgde is scarcely 
concealed. Once the Tau issued a 
directive from Beijing (where he was 
on an official visit) to vote for Bom¬ 
mai, Reddy’s chances receded V.P. 
Singh postponed the election and then 
declared that far from supporting 
Reddy, he was totally neutral. 

Finally. Bommai became president 
and V P Singh responded by refusing 
to go to the Janata Dal office to hand 
over charge to him and by not sending 
anyone to the airport to receive him 
when he arrived from Bangalore 
Consequently, Bommai was received 
by the Tau's men and identified him¬ 
self openly with Devi l.al’s camp 


looks for ways to needle him 
A favourite tactic has been the ‘let¬ 
ter-bomb’. Lai’s moles within the gov¬ 
ernment tell him what the Prime 
Minister is up to and he then dashes 
off a letter in the hope of sabotaging 
it In recent months, he has written to 
the Raja on the following issues 

• The withdrawal of cases against the 
Indian Express V P. Singh was about 
to withdraw these on the grounds that 
they were politically motivated, when 
the Tau wrote to demand that the 
investigations continue 

• The nomination of Arun Shourie to 
the Rajya Sabha When he heard that 
Shoune’s nomination was being pro¬ 
cessed, Lai wrote to demand that the 
move be rescinded 



V.P. Singh with his ministers and the President after the swearing-in: a time of hope 


That victory won, the Tau has con¬ 
tinued to embarrass the Pome Minis¬ 
ter in several other ways. Jle appears 
regularly in the Central Hall of Parlia¬ 
ment to bad-mouth V P. Singh and 


I f V.P. Singh is a Prime 
Minister caught up in a 
serious crisis, it is 
because his is a 
government without an 
agenda 




e The growing influence of cabinet 
secretary Vinod Pande Because V.P. 
Singh relies so much on Pande. Lai 
resolved to turn their relationship into 
an issue Consequently, V P Singh 
gave B.G. Deshmukh, secretary to the 
Prime Minister, an extension and told 
friendly journalists that many of i 
Pande's functions had been transfer¬ 
red to Deshmukh. 

• The resignation of L.C Jain over 
the violence at the Meham byclection. 
Lai believes that R.K Hegde put Jain 
up to resigning in an effort to give 
V.P. Singh a justification for deman¬ 
ding Chautala’s ouster. 

TTie letters are written in good En¬ 
glish, suggesting that Lai has out.side 
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Four unresolved crises 


RELATIONS VmH I a.p^c™, v.p 

BAVS^****^ Singh s position IS 

rAnl9lAN I that the Kashmir 

■ ' problem is 

entirely Pakistan’s 
fault He misses 
no opportunity to 
talk about the 
military balance 
and to suggest 
that India will go 
to war over 
Kashmir 

V.P. Singh with Pak foreign Conscquenriy, 

miniater ^hibz^a Yaqub Khan relations with 

Pakistan have 

plummeted to their lowest point since ld7l But 
what now'' Will he carry out his ihreai and go to 
war'' Will the super-powers let India do so'’ More to 
the point, IS V P Singh in a strong enough position 
within his own Cabinet to wage a war ’ 


f 


V.P. Singh with Pak foroign 
miniater Sahibzada Yaqub Khan 


nm 

lANIMABHOOMI 
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The disputed site 


Much to everybody's 
surprise, UP chief 
minister Mulayam 
Singh Yadav has 
made it clear that he 
will not allow any 
shilanyas to take 
place at the Ram 
J anmabhoomi/Babn 
Masjidsite ’V.P. 
Singh has shied away 
from stating his stand 
on the record, 
preferring to hide 
behind such 
generalities as “an 


amicable solution” and “communal harmony" But 
will he back Yadav ' If he does, can the BJP allow 
him to survive? If he doesn’t, what happens to 
India’s Muslims'' 


ASSAM OUT 
OF CONTROL 


'd 



A M 


ULFAmilitentoin 

Atsam 


Because Guwahati is so 
far from New Delhi, the 
regime has been able to 
pretend that the situation 
IS well under control In 
fact, Assam is probably in 
worse shape than Punjab 
The AGP government tif 
Prafulla Mahanta is 
unable to control the 
situation and the violent 
agitation launched by the 
Marxist IJLFA has made 
normal life impossible 
There is another 
agitation--as violent m 
Its methods—launched by 
the Bodos. which has also 
led to murder and 
sabotage. 


If FFDIMA Tur Six months into 

■wtEyriniqR I nb his tprm VP 

ALLIES HAPPY Singh has finally 

come to terms 

you can’t please 
both the,left and 
nght. Kashmir IS a 

I case in point 

^ ■ir ''§A 

Sac ” . ' knows it IS riding 

S'- ' ™ “ 

P slL, wave An election 

f __T_ in mid-1991 would 

L.K. Advani (te«) and Jyotl Basu '* Perfectly 

because 

It believes it would sweep the Hindi belt. So will 
Advani keep VP in office for more than another 18 
months’' 
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L.K. Advani (left) and Jyoti Baeu 


help and each is carefully leaked to the 
press before it even reaches the Prime 
Minister 

H ow much damage can Lai do ' His 
supporters point out that he has 
the backing of four key chief ministers 
(Laloo Prasad Yadav, Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, B.D Gupta and Chinianbhai 
Patel) and around a third of the Janata 
Dal Parliamentary Party But is this 
enough to destabilise V P Singh ’ 
Probably not, unless Lai can evolve a 
more effective strategy 
Consequently, the Chaudharv has 
worked out a scenario in which he 
emerges as the leader of all ot India's 
backward castes Lai’s camp says that 
half of all Janata Dal MPs belong to 


backward communities V.P Singh is 
clearly not one of them, but manages 
to rule because the leadership of the 
‘backwards’ is divided But what il all 
‘backwards’ united under the Tau'' To 
this end, the Chaudhaiy has made a 
sustained attempt to cultivate Ajit 
Singh, his rival for the leadership of 
the Hindi belt’s Jats Ajit is on bad 
terms with Mulayam Singh Yadav but 
now, the C'haudhary has promised to 
settle those diffeienccs in the name of 
"backward’ unity it helps that many 
leaders of the backward castes who 
hated Chautala now recogni.se that he 
is no longer an impediment to making 
common cause with the Tau. 

The Tau’s ‘backward coalition’ can 
count on support from outside as well 


There’s not just party president Bom- 
mai, but Chandra Shekhar as well On 
25 May, Shekhar held a three-hour- 
long secret meeting with Mulayam 
Singh Yadav to map out strategy. He 
had no political ambitions himself, 
Shekhar told Yadav, and would sup¬ 
port Devi Lai whole-heartedly His 
only desire was to avenge the ‘deceit¬ 
ful’ manner in which V.P Singh che¬ 
ated him out of the prime minis¬ 
tership 

S hekhar has spent most of 1990 
sulking quietly, but last month, 
there were signs that he too was ready 
to break his silence. Just as the 
Meham uproar was dying down, a new 
controversy arose over the conduct of 
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^Jammu and Kashmir Governor Jag- 
mohan. 

Jagmohan was originally Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed and Arun Nehru’s 
choice for the job and his appointment 
received enthusiastic support from the 
BJP. Since then however, Nehru has 
washed his hands off him and as Jag- 
mohan’s actions got more and more 
extreme, the CPI(M) began to register 
its protests. 

Last week, the Congress(I) and the 
CPI(M) united in Parliament to press 
for his recall. Then, to the mortifica¬ 
tion of the Treasury benches, Chandra 
Shekhar rose to speak. “My views on 
Jagmohan are well known," he said 
bitterly, before undermining the Gov¬ 
ernor’s behaviour. 

The controversy over Jagmohan 
spiralled as reports came in of the 
finng on the funeral procession of 
Moulvi Farooq, an act that even the 
Governor’s supporters found hard to 
^ defend The final straw, however, was 
an interview the Governor gave to 
Current, one of V P. Singh’s favourite 
publications In it, he stated boldly 
that “every Muslim in the Valley is a 
secessionist” and attributed the better 
economic performance ot Kashmiri 
Hindus to their “superior intelli¬ 
gence”. 

This was the last straw and Rajiv 
Gandhi shot off an angry telegram to 
the Prime Minister demanding Jagmo- 
han’s resignation. V P Singh noted 
that George Fernandes and Inder Gu- 
jral also felt the same way and feared 
that the Congress, Chandra Shekhar 
and the CPl(M) would unite to attack 
him in Parhament over this issue (with 
the tacit, support of members of his 
Cabinet? In something of a panic, he 
asked Jagmohan to step down, offer¬ 
ing to nominate him to the Rajya 
Sabha instead. This, he hoped, would 
nip the uproai in the bud. 

In fact, it created another con¬ 
troversy. The BJP, which had backed 
Jagmohan's appointment, protested 
his withdrawal and demanded to know 
why it had not been consulted on the 
move. 

The normally soft-spoken BJP pres¬ 
ident, L.K. Advani, was angry enough 
to tell a press conference that he found 
that the government acted capriaous- 
ly and without any unanimity. Two 
days later, he was even angner at a 
press conference in Bombay. “The 
government’s handling of both the 
Kashmir and the Punjab issues has 
been characterised by indecision and 
ad hocism,” he railed. “After six 


months, they have no coherent 
policy.” 

V.P. Singh hoped to mollify the BJP 
by also removing George Fernandes 
from his post as minister for Kashmir 
affairs. But while Advani criticised 
Fernandes for trying “to hold talks 
with secessionist forces”, he took the 
line that the Raja’s decision to fire 
both Jagmohan and Fernandes only 
“highlighted the confusion and ad 
hocism". 

If things were so bad, asked a cor¬ 
respondent, why did the BJP still sup¬ 
port the government‘s “For the simple 
reason that the people are still disillu¬ 
sioned with the Cangress(I),” he re¬ 
toned. 

The reply was straight-forward 
enough, but notable in that Advani 
could not find one positive reason for 
supporting the regime. 


fhraato 

T he left was having similar misgiv¬ 
ings. Throughout the last session 
of Parliament, communist members 
rose to take the government to task 
for its fallings. Saifuddin Chowdhury 
complained about its handling of the 
Punjab problem Subhashini All 
warned about inflation. And, the 
CPI’s Gita Mukherjee was cntical of 
its stand on the Ram Janmabhoomi 
issue. 

The rumblings from the left came as 
a godsend for the Congress, which 
quickly attempted to turn communal- 
ism into a hot issue. It was pleased 
when the communists attended its 


convention against communalism and 
thrilled when the BJP attacked the left 
for doing so. 

Within the Congress(I), some key 
members believed that in communal¬ 
ism/ secularism, they had found the 
perfect issue to bring the government 
down Their scenario involved the 
Congress(I)’s making common cause 
with Chandra Shekhar and the left 
parties once a suitable provocation 
could be found. The firing on Moulvi 
Farooq’s funeral procession had been 
one such incident, but they were confi¬ 
dent that there would be others. And 
certainly. Ram Janmabhoomi would 
be the make-or-break issue. If V P. 
Singh backed Mulayam Singh Yadav’s 
claim that he would not allow any 
shitanyas to take place, then the BJP 
was certain to object strongly. And if 
he did not, then the left would have to 


consider withdrawing support to the 
government 

From all accounts, Rajiv Gandhi 
was unwilling to do deals with the likes 
of Chandra Shekhar or to take office 
in a left-supfiorted minonty govern¬ 
ment,despite the intrigues of his min¬ 
ions. 

But the former Prime Minister be¬ 
lieved that in communalism/ secular¬ 
ism he had found the regime’s Achil¬ 
les’ heel. Many Congressmen thought 
it probable that the BJP would with¬ 
draw support to V.P. Singh next year 
and force an election. At that election, 
the BJP would probably get the entire 

non-Congress vote in the Hindi belt 

_ 



(Laft to rfgM) V.P. Singh with Devi Lai and Chandra Shekhar: hit 
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“Our C M ha s quit” 

And How, it is Rajiv Gandhis turn, feels Janata Dal 
president S.R. Bommai 


Sunday; Has Chautaia’s resi^^ 
tkM helped (he Congress? 

S.R. Bominai: Absolutely not. 
Firstly, the Congress thoumt that 
they (Devi Lai and others) would 
create a problem for the Prime 
Minister, they expected fireworks. 
They have no moral strength. That 
day in my press .conference, I 
demanded the resignation of Rativ 
Gandhi from Parliament and so dM 
the PM, They didn’t respond. The 
Who was murdered, Amir 



Singh, was a Janata Dal follower. 
He was a cover candidate for Mr 
Chautala. When a person is 
charged, he is not obliged to resign 
before any enquiry or investiga¬ 
tion. As for Rajiv Gandhi, he was 
bound to resiu after Chautala 
quit. That is why he did not even 
turn up in the House the next day. 
You can sec the difference be¬ 
tween us. Here is a party which 
believes in value-based politics and 
has acted And here is a man wlu> 
nms away from the field. 

Q: Wasn’t it because R^W visited 
Meham and protested in Parlia¬ 
ment that the Janata Oal acted? 
Wasn’t h forced to act? 

A; V.P. Singh responded to a party 


decision. Not because of Rajiv 
Gandhi’s visit to Meham. What did 
he mean by taking 500 cars there? 
What is the naessage of such a large 
motoriQade? In sprtc of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi raising the issue, the party was 
concerned about it. 

I Q: What happens if the jndkial 
enqidry proves Chautala Is nm 
WlD Chantala come back? 

e prestige of the party will go 
up. Chautala has a right to come 
back then. That is 
why, unless there is 
some evidence against 
him, you cannot ask for 
the resignation of an in¬ 
dividual before inves¬ 
tigation. But even so, 
our chief minister quit. 
Many Congress CMs, in 
spite of court verdicts 
against them, continue 
to be in power. Rajiv 
Gandhi asking for 
Chautaia’s resignation is 
like the Devil quoting 
the BiNe. 

Q; What if the enquiry 
finds him guilty? 

A: Then the action 
taken is justified. We 
came to power on the 
plea of promoting value-based 
politics. And we acted. But then, 
let us wait for the people to give 
their verdict on Chautala, at Darba 
Kalan and Meham. That is where 
you will know if his image, or the 
image of the Janata Dai, has been 
damaged or not, 

Q: What are you doing to poll the 
Janata Dal together and Improve its 
image? 

A: 1 want to hold the organisation¬ 
al elections on schedule, by 11 
October, at all levels—primary, 
district, state and national. Now 
the enrolment drive is on. It should 
be intensified. The members of all 
the constituent units will become 
members automatically. 


while the Congress, having regained 
Muslim support, would do far better. 
In this scenario, the BJP and the Con¬ 
gress squeezed the Janata Dal’s share 
of the vote to nothingness. 

Wishful thinking? Absolutely, said 
the Janata Dal But the scenario had 
already got both the BJP and the Con- 
gress(I) thinking 

S ix months after he took office, 
V.P. Singh finds he must cope 
with crises at two levels 
At one level, there are the actual 
problems of governance Despite the 
optimism when he took over, Punjab 
is no nearer a solution and both Kash¬ 
mir and Assam have got worse Rela¬ 
tions with Pakistan have plummeted— 
a war hysteria created, though nobody 
is very sure what India would gam 
f*'om a war None of these problems 
IS easy to solve 

At another level, there are the* 
problems of cohesion Last year, VP* 
Singh would pooh-pooh those who 
suggested that a Janata Dal govern 
ment would face the same problems of 
unity as the 1*^77-79 Janata experi¬ 
ment Now, nobody is laughing Be¬ 
cause of the manner of his accession, 
the Raja antagonised Chandra 
Shekhar even before the Cabinet was 
announced. And now with Devi Lai 
out to wreck the government, the 
Prime Minister's problems have 
mounted. Part of the problem lies in 
V.P. Singh’s own style In the early 
days of his term, much was made of 
his ability to manage contradiction 
Now, this same ability is being seen as 
indeasiveness or even duplicity 
Some instances 

• Rather than choose between K P 
Unnikrishnan and Sam Pitroda, he 
fired them both 

• He did the same with Kashmir, get¬ 
ting nd of both Jagmohan and George 
Fernandes 

• He told Ajit Singh that he would 
back him for the chief ministership of 
UP and then backed out as Mulayam 
Singh Yadav emerged as the stronger 
contender 

• He pressed Jaipal Reddy to stand 
for the Janata Dal presidency and 
then, declared that he was neutial 
when the Tan plumbed toi S R 
Bommai 

• He said he would not be vindictive, 
yet each month his men file new FIRs 
that are never followed up 

I n the process, V.P. Singh has alien¬ 
ated many of those he could once 
count on Chief among them is Arun 
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Nehru, who was once 
his master strategist 
Over the last four 
months, however, 

Nehru has effectively 
distanced himself from 
this government and 
spent most of his time 
abroad His key suppor¬ 
ter, Arif Mohammad 
Khan, has been dam¬ 
aged by leaks trom the 
Prime Minister's Office 
and has found it im¬ 
possible to function as 
aviation ministci be¬ 
cause of the Raja’s dog¬ 
ged insistence on 
grounding the A32()s 

The V P Singh camp 
has retaliated by putting 
It about that Nehru and 
Anf arc negotiating to 
join the Congress 
Nehru has been particu¬ 
larly incensed by reports 
that an IAS officer of 
the UP cadre h,is been 
deputed by cbinet 
secretary V'lnod Pande 
to investigate Nehru’s '> 4 ^ 

links with the Con- '5 

Similarly, Biju Pat- | 
naik. who was once re- | 1| 

garded as the Janata 2 . . .T 

Dal’s kingmaker, has uCStflDIII 
also lost much of his old ITIOr6 ©ff 
affection for the Raja 
and takes an indepen- 
dent stance On a recent 
visit to New Delhi, he asked for an 
appointment with the Prime Minister 
only to be told that V P Singh's sche¬ 
dule was too tight. Patnaik was livid 
and made his displeasure known A 
concerned V.P Singh then turned up 
at Orissa Bhavan at midnight to perso¬ 
nally apologise Patnaik kept him 
waiting for l.^i minutes and then, when 
he emerged, seemed sceptical of V P. 
Singh’s claims that he really had been 
very busy that day 

Even Ajit Singh, the veteran flip- 
flop man of the Dal. is annoved by 


STATE SUPPORT 



Chimanbhai Patel (Gujarat) 


imJ Devi Lai has the | 

■ backing of four ^ 

key chief | 

ministers and BwiersIDaeGupta Leioo Prasad Veda 

I around a third of (Haryana) (Bihar) 

L_lotj the Dal Parliamentary Party. But is this enough to 

destabilise V.P. Singh? Probably not, unless Lai can work out a 
more effective strategy 


Leioo Prasad Yadev 

(Bihar) 




visit to New Delhi, he asked for un ledged it of Morarji Desai m 1977— 
appointment with the Prime Minister V.P Singh had made many valuable 
only to be told that V P Singh’s sche- contributions to India’s governance 
dule was too tight. Patnaik was livid He has strengthened the institutions of 
and made his displeasure known A democracy, made Parliament a vib- 
concerned V.P Singh then turned up rant and important body, re- 
at Orissa Bhavan at midnight to perso- iniroduced Cabinet government and 
nally apologise Patnaik kept him dismantled the trappings of Rajiv 
waiting for I.*) minutes and then, when Gandhi’s Imperial Prime Ministerial 
he emerged, seemed sceptical of V P. Bui if he is a Prime Minister caught 
Singh’s claims that he really had been up in a serious crisis, it is because his is 
very busy that day a government without an agenda In 

Even Ajit Singh, the veteran flip- 1977, the Janata regime comprised a 
flop man of the Dal. is annoved by co ilition of anti-Congress forces 
V P. Singh’s decision to disown him whose only intention was to end 


after he visited Mcham Ajii h,id 
cleared his visit with the Raj.i, liut the 
Pnme Minister wrote to Devi I.al to 
say that he knew nothing about n 

I t is hard not to be reminded of the 
experience of the 1977 79 Janata 
regime."Though nobody gives him the 
credit for it—just as nobody acknow- 


r.nicigcncy rule Once they had done 
thar, they floundered because they 
were not united on what to do next. 

So It has been with this government 
It promised to end the corruption of 
the last days ol the Rajiv raj and it 
succeeded. But having done that, all it 
could do was hie FIR after FIR and 
leak more and more fantastic stories 


to the press in an effort to keep the 
corruption issue alive 

V P Singh has no vision of India 
beyond that of a policeman’s Few 
would deny him the credit he deserves 
for having cleaned the system up, but 
what now? Is his India going to be a 
regional super-power'^ If not, then 
why are we on worse terms with our 
neighbours than ever before'^ Is his 
India one that can compete effectively 
m the posi-glasnost world? If so, then 
where does the rustic vision of Devi 
Lai fit in? And so on 
The Prime Minister’s advisers say 
that he needs to win back friends with¬ 
in the government Perhaps, he does. 
But, more important, he needs to 
know where he is going. No govern¬ 
ment can deliver if it has forgotten to 
work out what it is going to do. Re¬ 
member the collapse of 1979'^ • 

KaltvShuMa/ New Oeffif 
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Behind the 
mayhem 

The Taus sons fight as Haryana seems 
to be slipping out of his grasp 

T henumbers'were impressive mmiied of his errjnt son 

On 27 Mdv, Oni Piakash According to Chaulala’s critics, it 
Chautala was elected to the an Assembly election were to be 
Haryana Assembly from the c<illed in Haryana today, the Janata 
Darba Kalan constituenev. Dal would be hard-pressed to win 

more than a dozen seats for the 
followinij leasons 


T he numbers were impressive 
On 27 Mdv, Om Piakash 
Chautala was elected to the 
Haryana Assembly from the 
Darba Kalan constituenev, 
having polled 63,95*1 votes His 
nearest rival, Jagdish Mehra of the 
Congress(I). got only 9,400, giving 
Chautala an incredible victory margin 
of 54,‘s.S's votes Mehra lost his deposit 
and so did the seven othei Indepen¬ 
dent candidates 

The timing, alas, was unfortunate 
Only four days bcfoic, t liaulala had 
been forced to step down as chief 
ministci ol Haryana tollowmu the 
murdei of Amir Singh, an Indepen¬ 
dent candidate at the byelection to the 
Meham constituency 
At the time, Chautala had claimed 
that he was certain tti win from Daiba 
Kalan. but the argument had cut no 
ice with Prime Ministei V P Singh 
As far as the Janata Dal was con¬ 
cerned, ( haul ala had sworn—when 
the first Meham byelection was coun- 
termanded--that he would return to 
the Assembly fiom Meham and no¬ 
where else Now that the second 
Meham election had also been coun¬ 
termanded, he hail no right to remain 
m office 

Faced with pressure fioni the entiie 
party. Chautala and his fathei acceded 
to the Prime Mmistet's demand For 
Devi Lai, it was a humiliation he was 
unlikely to forget But lor C hautala. 
the demand for his resignation posed 
anothei, more immediate, problem 
would control of the state now pass to 
his estranged brother. Ranjit Singh'* 

W hile Chaudhary Devi Lai has 
made it clear thiit all those who 
oppose Chautala are his enemies as 
well, the fact remains that even the 
Tail's closest allies aic less than ena- 
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• Under C!!hautala, corruption has 
reached a peak 

• The Green Brigade, C'hautala's 
hand-picked Gestapo, has alienated 
the poor <md the helpless There is 
also anger over the manner in which 
the brigade rigged the municipal elec¬ 
tions 

• The Janata Dal regime has not 
honouied many of the promises made 
by Devi Lai during the 1987 election 
campaign. One of them—-the pledge 
to waive rural loans worth Rs 248 
Cl ores—attracted much attention in 
1987 But, in fact, only Rs 40 crores 
worth of loans have been written off 

• It would not have been that difficult 
for Chautala to have won m Meham 
but for the fact that Devi Lai insulted 
the chouhiM (the committee of 24 
villages which make up the constituen¬ 
cy) The headmen wanted Devi l_al to 
pcrsonallv request them to suppoit his 
son Instead, the Tau publicly de- 
c la led—at Chautala's urging 
apparently—that he was not about to 





W 




m 

r 









^ waste his time dealing with the people That crisis should I I didate who was 

through such middlemen as the have led to Chautala’s Chautala’s dummy, told 

chaubisi ouster, except that Devi a New Delhi tabloid that 

For all these reasons, the first Lai then submitted his I he feared that Dangi 

byelection at Meham became the resignation from the I n® roSUltS Of would kill a candidate in 

focus of an unnecessary crisis The government and staged DSfllfl Ksisil effort to have the 

c/inii/ns/put up Anand Singh Dangi. a a rival drama to draw election counter- 

Dai rebel, who is no paragon of attention away fiom OlOClIOIl anOW manded 

electoral virtue, though nobody was Meham and protect his tlUit CIlBUtsI® iS Amir Singh did not 
suie that he could defeat Chautala son notoilltotho realise that hie would be 

The duel minister, however, took When Chautala dc- _ . . that candidate But was 

no chances Though there are only dared his intention of Sp®!!! TOrC® HIS it Dangi who had him 

1.05,(100 voters in Meham, he sent standing from Darba d®tr8CtOrS Ilk® killed'' The evidence 

30,(KIO policemen to the constituency Kalari. his enemies twjrfrav hiltl suggests otherwise Half 

All roads to Meham were blocked by made ii clear that they " an hour before he was 

ihe police and only Chautala’s riggers would not be silenced 38 murdered, Amir Singh 

were allowed through the barricades unless he w'as elected ^_||l_|ll__ll___llllll was seen with Abhay 

When complaints about ballot-stuffing from Meham, Instead of Singh, Chautala's delin 

leached the Idcction C'ommission, it ignoring this thicat, L---qiient son. At 2.30 am. 


ordcied a paitial repoll When this Chautala in a fit of bravado, 
turned violent, it countermanded the declared that he would re-enter the 
election Assembly only from Meham and that 

_his majoritv would be in excess of 

17,(K)() 

Devi Lai looks on as Chautala 

4 congratulates Gufita: will the new CM On the eve of the second election, 
take the other son’s sMe? Amir Singh, an Independent can- 



he was taken away by two per¬ 
sons—one of whom has links with the 
Green Brigade 

A tew hours later, his bullet-ridden 
body was discoyered 

I f Chautala was, in tact, behind the 
murder, then he had made a ma|oi 
miscalculation Such was the outrage 
that there was no way the lanata Dal 
high command could allow him to 
continue in office Having threatened 
to resign once, Devi Lai could hardly 
pull the same stunt again Besides, 
even such supporters ot the Tau as 
C'himanbhai Patel and Mulayam Singh 
Yadav believed that he would be 
better oti without Chautala there to 
embarrass him 

By the time the Chaudhary lecog- 
nised that Chautala would have to go. 
he saw that he had two options 
• He could keep (he chiel minis¬ 
tership within the family 
• Chautala could continue to run the 
state by proxy 

Curiously, the.se were not one and 
the same thing. If he kept the chief 
ministership within the family, then he 
would have to give the job to his .son 
Ranjit Singh But Chautala and Ranjit 
hate each other and such a move 
would have the effect of finishing 
Chautala in Haryana 

Ranjit had one powerful advocate 
Bih.ii chief immstci Laloo Prasad 
S'ail.iv On the afternoon ot 22 .May, 

, Ranjit airived .it Devi Lai's official 
'■ residence in .New Delhi with wife, two 
' chiUlieii :ind ^ .idav in tow 

Would he succeed his brother, 

, askeil the piess "I will abide by my 
j father's decision.” said Ranjit smugly, 
his manner making it clear that he 
I knew that the decision would go in his 
I favour And later in the evening, 

I leporters caught him speaking to 
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"I will follow my leader” 

Banarsi Das Gupta on his priorities as chief minister 


Sunday: It is obvious firom your 
choke six ministers that you have 
given representation to only one 
poUtical group—the pro-Chautida 
one. 

Banarsi Das Gupta: There are no 
groups in the party. All are equal. 

Q: Even after your appointment as 
chief minister, will the threat to 
Dangi’s iife continue? 

A: Tlierc t.s no threat to Oangi’s 
life. He is just pretending to be 
scared 

Q: Wiil Cbautala become CM again 
after winning kom Darba Kalan? 

A: You can put this question to the 
PM and to the president of the 
Janata Dal. He resigned on the 
orders of the high command. 
Whether he comes back or not 
depends on the high command. As 
for me, 1 will follow the directive of 
my leader, my high command. If 
they tell me to resign, I will do so. 


Q: Is there any possibUity of die 
DJP Joining your government? 

A: We are prepared to'take in the 
BJP. But whether they join or not 
depends on them. We were pre¬ 
pared to take them in eiirlier and 
so was Chautalasaab. But we have 
not had any talks with them. Bat 
we will request them to join us. 

Q: It Is said that you nre a stop>gqp 
chief minister. 

A: You can define me in any way 
you like. But I don’t have these 


! Mulayam .Singh Yadav on the phone. 
I “You have arranged everything," he 
i told him gratefully. "That is how it is 
' going to be " 

E xcept that Ranjit had seriously 
underestimated his brother That 
' evening, t'hautala caught Devi Lai’s 
‘ feet and cried By appointing Ranjit, 

! he said, the Chaudharv was arranging 
i tor his political demise He would 
' have to retire from politics. 

The emotional blackmail worked 
, Devi 1 al began to examine the other 
1 eonieiiders tor the post They were. 


feelings. All 1 know is that I have 
taken the place vacated by chief 
minister Chautala. The party high 
command has told me to take on 
the responsibility. 

Q: What are your priorities as chief 
minister? 

A: My first priority is to ensure the 
overall development of the state. 
We are an agricultural state Our 
first needs are power and water. 
The SYL canal is Haryana’s life¬ 
line. Soon after the National Front 
government came to power, our 
CM (Chautala) met the PM and 
other ministers. They decided that 
work on the canal would be com¬ 
pleted by 31 December, 1990 It 
will be my endeavour to see that 
the water reaches by that date. We 
arc doing very well agriculturally. 
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"Allegations of 
dynastic rule are 
made against Devi 
Lai too often. That is 
why he wanted 
someone who 
wasn’t from his 
family to become 
CW” 


Hiikum Singh and Banarsi Das (,upta 
Chautala wanted Hukiini Singh, but 
Raniit made it clear that he would not 
support him Chautala was not per¬ 
turbed because, at that stage, most 


But industrially, we need to de¬ 
velop 

Q: Why didn’t you include RwtjU 
Sin^ in your C^inet? 

A: This is not worth answering. 1 
have included some members of 
the earlier ministry and made them 
Cabinet ministers. 

Q: What will be the fate of the 
Disneyland project? 

A: That is tinder the Haryana 
Tourism Development Corpora¬ 
tion. They are studying it How did 
Disneyland come up when I was 
talking of priorities (laughs) . I 
would like to add that it is also my 
priority to give the state a clean 
administration. Corruption will be 
removed as far as possible and peo¬ 
ple will be given justice. 
Thousands of cases are being set¬ 
tled every day in villages Theseare 
cases for which people would have 
had to run to courts for years. 

Q: Devi Lai said today that he 
wanted you as chief minister be- 
cause he didn’l want to give anyone 
a chance of accusing him of perpe¬ 
tuating dyn»tic rule. That is why 
he didn’t want RaitJit Singh to re¬ 
place bis otiier son. 

A: What he said is that allegations 
of casteism and dynastic rule are 
made against him too often. That is 
why he wanted someone who 
wasn’t from his family or caste to 
become chief minister. This was his 
wish. But he didn’t impose it on 
anyone. 


j observers believed that Gupta would 
I turn the job down, leaving the Tau 
j with no option but to appoint Hukum 
I Singh. 

By then, however, Ranjit had con¬ 
tacted Gupta and made it clear to him 
that together, the two stood a good 
chance of weakening Chautala's hold 
on the state. And so, when the 
Chaudhary asked him if he would 
become chief minister, Banarsi Das 
Gupta declared at once that he would 
take the job. 

Flummoxed by this miscalculation, 
Chautala was unable to prevent Devi 
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“I have no regrets” 

Ranjit Singh on B.D. Gupta’s election as 

Haryana chief minister 11 


Lai from instructing Janata Dal MLAs 
to vote for Gupta But he was able 
to ensure that when the legislature 
party gathered to elect its leader, it 
also passed a resolution praising him 
for having developed the state 
The resolution came as a surprise to 
Ran)it's supporters. One ol them, 1 
Rann Singh Mann even protested that 
MLAs had not been given copies of 
the resolution before the meeting But 
he was overruled and the legislature 
party placed on record its admiration 
tor Chautala's glorious efforts on be¬ 
half of Haryana 

A t one level, Cliautala has lost He 
has been forced to give up the 
chief ministership and his successor 
may well take Ranpt’s side But as the 


results of the Darba Kalan election 
show, the former chief minister is not 
quite the spent force his detractors 
like to portray him as. 

More worrying for the Janata Dal 
were the results of the byclections in 
the Ambala cantonment seat 'I'he 
BJP retained the seat (which it had 
won in 1987 with Devi Lai's support), 
but the victory margin was narrow 
.LI53 seats The Congress! 1) candi¬ 
date, Ramdas Dhami)a, polled I9,05S 
votes, bringing him within striking 
distance of the BJP’s Anil Vifs tally of 
22,210 votes 

Traditionally, the voters of Haryana 
swing wildly Irom party to party At 
the moment. Devi Lai's Janata Dal is 
secure because the Congress(I) is too 
preoccupied with its own internal bat¬ 
tles. But, in the long run. the message 
of Meham is that regardless of which 
of his sons triumph , the Chaudhary 
needs to pay more attention to his 
base if he is to retain his pre-eminent 
position in Janata Dal politics • 
Nkmal Mitrm/Nmw DeKti 


Sunday; Do you believe that 
BanarsI Das Gupta’s appointment 
as chief minister will resolve the 
crisis in the Janata Dal? 

Ranjit Singh: I don’t think there is 
any crisis now. Banarsi Das Gupta 
has been unanimously elected 
leader of the party. So 1 don’t think 
anybody will create any problems 
for him. We will fully cooperate 
with him. He is our leader. He 
should be given a chance. And 1 do 
hope he will deliver the 
goods. 

Q: The next election in 
Haryana is after about 
one and a hatf yenrs. Do 
you think Banarsi Das 
Gupta can restore the 
image of the party by 
then? 

A: Nobody has any 
strength without 
Chaudhary Devi Lai. It 
was with Chaudhary 
Devi Lai’s strength that 
we won the 1987 elec¬ 
tion. Chaudhary Devi 
Lai—and may God give 
him a long life—is the 
only hope of the Janata Dal in 
Haryana. B.D. Gupta and Ranjit 
Singh and others are making their 
contributions. But wc could never 
take the place of Devi Lai. 

Q: Chautaia has been called the 
‘’spoilt brat of Haryana". Do you 
think Devi Lai might want to re¬ 
move him from the state and bring 
him to the Centre? 

A: It depends on the talks between 
V,.P. Singh, S.R. Bommai and 
I^vi Lai. They ate the senior lead¬ 
ers. They wUl understand where 
best he can be utilised. 

Q; What happened to make Devi 
Lai change his mfaid from making 
you CM to making Bamirsi Das 
Gupta CM? The lobby for you was 
strong—^you had Lfdlou Prasad and 
the central leadership on your 
side—until Monday night. But why 
didn’t things work out in your 
favour? 


A; In politics, it is not one faettir 
that matters but many. It was de¬ 
cided that the party would elect a 
new leader and when the meeting 
was held, we decided on B.D. 
Gupta. It was done routinely. And 
we have no regrets about it. 


Q: It is sidd tiiat Chautaia is a 
grassroots man. He has a lot of 
support in ttie party. Do yon think 
you can say die same for yowrsdf? 
A: This is a question which can 
only be answered if you go to the 
people and party workers. They 
are the right persons to reply. Peo¬ 
ple are the best judge. Once 
Chaudhary Devi Lai said Ranjit 
Singh is a non-political man. But 
when I fought the election in 1987, 
I won. And when Chaudhary Devi 
Lai was asked why he had given me 
the party ticket if he thought I was 
ajxiliticai, he replied: “I have nev¬ 
er visited Ranjit’s constituency 
Ranjit has won on his own." 

As the minister for agriculture, 1 
netted in record revenue for the 
government. Devi Lai even issued 
a circular to every Cabinet minis¬ 
ter, saying that he wanted each of 
them to follow my example. Even 
Om Prakash has said in the 
House—and it is on record—that 
“I have the honout to have a 
brother like Ranjit.” How can 1 be 
a non-political man'^ 

Q: Has there recently been a family 
reunion between you, Chautaia and 
Devi Lai? 

A; As far as social customs are 
concerned, we are all one, But 
politically, there can be differ¬ 
ences. There can even be differ¬ 
ences with Chaudhary Devi La!. 
Even with Om Prakash. And one 
should have his own conscience. If 
I feel something is against my prin¬ 
ciples, I don’t care for anyone. 1 
don’t care for status or personality. 
In a democracy, if we are not free 
ourselves, how do you expect us to 
pve people a good government? . 


"Nobody has 
any strength 
without 

Chaudhary Devi 
Lai. He is the 
only hope off the 
Janata Dal in 
Haryana. We 
could never 
take his place" 
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Dramatic 

developments 

Mirwaiz Farooq is murdered, Governor 
Jagmohan resigns and George Fernandes 
loses charge of Kashmir 


A monih before Mirwaiz 
Moulvi Farooq was shot 
dead on 21 May by three 
unidentified gunmen in¬ 
side his Nagm office in 
I Srinagar, the religious leader of the 
Kashmiris had dismissed the idea that 
there was any threat to his life "They 
are my people,” he had asserted, 
adding, “it would be an insult for me 
to agree to the security the state 
administration keeps offering me 
Didn’t they see how many people 
came to the Jama Masjid on the 
morning of Id ’” But the 4n-year-old 
Moulvi had obviously misjudged the 
intentions of those he considered “his 
people”. With his murder the politics 
of the Valley has entered yet another 
uncertain phase And despite the Cen¬ 
tre at last conceding one of the de¬ 
mands of the Kashmiris—the removal 
of Goveinor Jagmohan—the people 
were still seething with anger 
This year’s Id congregation turned 
out to be the last one that the Moulvi 
addressed, but it was the ram gods 
more than his popularity which had 
ensured an impressive turn-out. The 
night before, the religious head had 
spent many agonising hours as several 
militant organisations had asked the 
people of the Valley to boycott Moulvi 
I'arooq's congregation at the Jama 
Masjid and, instead, gather at the 
sprawling Idgah grounds But a nag¬ 
ging downpour led the militants to 
change their minds the field had 
become too wet and muddy. Besides, 
the government had packed the Idgah 
giounds with paramilitary forces, hop¬ 
ing to lav Its hands on quite a few 
militants 

The crowds that listened to Mirwaiz 
Farooq's inflammatory speech that 
day could not have imagined that they 
would have to gather at the Idgah 


grounds tour weeks later for the Moul- 
vi’s funeral Though Mirwaiz’s family 
was all along bitterly opjxised to 
Sheikh Abdullah, Moulvi Farooq was 
a popiilai figure in the Valley and 
commanded a respectable following. 
And this IS largely due to the political 
role that the icligious leader was 
playing since 1^77. when Mirwaiz 
Farooq’s party, the Awami Action 
C’omniittec (AAC), opposed Sheikh 
Abdullah’s National C'onference (NC) 
in the Assembly elections In 1983, 
however, the Moulvi declared a tem¬ 
porary truce and joined hands with 
Farooq Abdullah Observers point out 
that over the years, there was a 
distinct change in Mirwaiz Farooq’s 
stand he had more or less given up 
the idea of Kashmir’s accession to 
Pakistan 


By the 1987 Assembly elections, the 
Moulvi had fallen out with Farooq 

Moulvi Farooq: brutally murdorod 





Abdullah And ever since the turmoil 
in the Valley, Mirwaiz Farooq had 
vociferously supported the cause ot 
the militants,though he was not very 
happy with the methods adopted by 
the extremists in their fight with the 
Indian government In private con¬ 
versations with journalists, the reli¬ 
gious leader often wondered why the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF) had resorted to mindless vio¬ 
lence, “driving the movement for 
azaadi deeper and deeper into the 
underground” Only days beloie the 
brutal murder, Moulvi Farooq had 
said' ”My motto is, ‘Live and let 
others live’ I am opposed to tyranny, 
dictatorship and gangsterism, and 1 
will continue to fight these dark 
forces ” t 

On 21 May, the Moulvi’s “fight” 
came to an abrupt end On the morn¬ 
ing of that fateful Monday, unidenti¬ 
fied assailants entered Mirwaiz’s office 
and pumped bullets into his body. The 
Moulvi’s wife. Mahbooba, and liis son 
and two daughters heard the gunshots 
and rushed to the office room “I saw 
a man in a bush-shirt climbing the 
garden wall, ” recalled Umar Farooq. 
the Moulvi’s son and heir to the title of 
Mirwaiz Flours later, Mirwaiz Farooq 
succumbed to his injuries at the Soura 
Medical Institute. Recounted Moham¬ 
med Yakub Vakil, the Moulvi’s 
secretary: “My leader’s last wish was 
that we should unitedly complete the 
mission of achieving the right to self- 
determination for which he had laid 
down his life The Moulvi, however, 
didn’t say anything about who his 
assassins weie ” „ 
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(From laft) TIm) funarai procMsion; paramilitary forcas k««p WgH altar tha Iking: facing tha wrath of Ihamaaaas 


H ardly had the people recovered 
from the shock of the Moulvi’s 
murder when more bloodshed fol¬ 
lowed The funeral ot the religious 
head also turned out to be a nightmare 
foi his followers As 
the long piocession ol 
mourners was winding its 
way to downtown Rajouri 
Kadal, the Moiilvi’s ances¬ 
tral home, the chanting of 
verses from the Koran was 
suddenly interrupted by the 
sounds of rapid gunfire 
I'nprovoked, a CRPb 
batallion on duty near the 
Islamia College in Srinagar 
opened fire on the proces¬ 
sion Eyewitnesses con¬ 
firmed that the Mirwaiz’s 
pall-bcarers were gunned 
down . but another set of 
volunteers prevented the 
body from falling to the 
ground “Three bullets hit the corp¬ 
se." said a member ot the Moulvi's 
family "As if lb were not enough " 
As news of the Moulvi’s assassina¬ 
tion and the firing on the funeral 
procession by the cops reached Delhi, 
members of both the Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment criticised Governor Jagmohan’s 
inept handling ot the situation. And 
even though the Centre promptly 
sacked Jagmohan—the official line is 
that the Governor submitted his res¬ 
ignation after the tragedy—the Kash¬ 
miris were not to be placated What 
incensed the people is the state admi¬ 
nistration and the central govern¬ 


ment’s efforts to justify the police 
firing. 

Many of those who were injuied 
during the shoot-out said that though 
the Moulvi’s supporters were emo- 



Whatever little the 
Centre gained by 
removing Jagmohan 
(light), was lost after 
George Fernandes was 
relieved of the special 
charge of Kashmir 
affairs 


tionally surcharged, none of the pro¬ 
cessionists were armed And even 
though there was no trouble, the 
jawans of the b^th CRPF batallion 
started firing as they saw ciowds 
approaching the I^lamia 
College in Hawal. 

The official version of 
the incident is different It 
says that the paramilitary 
forces opened fire after a 
CRPF picket near the Isla- 
mia College was attacked 
by terrorists "Taking 
advant.igc ol the situation, 
the terrtirists mingled with 
the (uiieidl ciowds and 
started tiring at the security 
forces from their AK-47 
rifles The CRPF personnel 
had to open fire in self- 
defence." said a senior 
state government official. 
Whatever be the truth, the Moulvi’s 
death and the incidents that followed 
ended four months of Jagniohan’s rule 
in Kashmir 

J ust over a hundred days is indeed a 
short penod to achieve the sort of 
notoriety that Jagmohan did The 
strong measures that he took to res¬ 
tore what he called “law and order” in 
the Valley only fuelled the separatist 
fire and strengthened the hands of the 
militants What is perhaps more im¬ 
portant IS the fact that whatever little 
popular support the Indian govern¬ 
ment had in the state, vanished during 
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Jagmohan's tenure 

Foui months back. Jagmohan ar¬ 
rived in Srinagar, hands folded, to 
administer the ‘ healing touch”, which 
the Centre leli was the need of the 
hour m Kashmir But soon, the Gov- 
ernoi became m enemv of the Kash¬ 
miris primarily due to the lepiessive 
measures he adopted to quell discon¬ 
tent in the Valley Iionically enough, 
Jagmohan assumed charge of Kashmir 
on the dav when paramilitary forces 
fired on crowds at Ciow Kadal, killing 
j more than 60 people And he had to 
I resign after the forces opened fire on 
j the funeral procession of Moulvi 
I Farooq In between there were at least 
i a thousand deaths and ovei .‘i,000 peo- 
1 pie had been arrested. But despite 
; these stiong-arm measures, peace in 
Kashmii was still a distant dream 
I The 21 May tragedy only exposed 
^ the tepiessivc policy that was being 
adopted hv Jagmohan And it alien¬ 
ate d the Kashmiris even further But 
I even as membeis of ditferent political 
j paities urged the Prime Minister to 
j sack Jagmoh.in, tew people in the Val¬ 
ley believed th.it the Governor would 
actualU go Foi, lagmohan had the 
support of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and everyone knew that V P 
Singh couldn’t just afford to ignore the 
party Besides, most politicians m the 
Valley were con»meed that the Prime 
Minister had no definite policy on 
Kashmii 
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Why then was Jagmohtiii asked to 
quit'' Because, V' P Singh realised be¬ 
latedly that lagmohan w.is not the 
answer lor Kashmir’s woes \\'hcn it 
became evident that the Governoi was 
messing up things m the Valley, sever 
al heavyweights in the I Inion ministn, 
notably George Fernandes, who was 
given additional chaige ol Kashmii 
affairs, lobbied tor Jagmohan's le- 
moval And Fernandes had eveiy 
reason to seek the Governoi's ouster 
Jagmohan, it may be recalled, did not 
even allow George Fernandes to visit 
Kashmir and made things ihtficult foi 
the minister 

One reason whv the Prime Minister 
did not remove Jagmohan wus due to 
the fact that though the Governoi was 
hated by the Kashmii is, he enjoyed 
the support of most people outside 
Kashmir And the Hindus of the Val¬ 
ley looked upon Jagmohan as then 
saviour 

But the greatest hurdle was the 
BJP A few days before Jagmohan was 
removed, several prominent indi¬ 
viduals met BJP leadeis to seek then 
views on the Kashmir Governor And 
after being assured that they would 
not make an issue out of Jagmohairs 
removal, the Prime Ministci waited 
patiently for an opportunity to drop 
the axe. After all, the militants 
shouldn't be given the impression that 
the Centre was giving in to then de¬ 
mands 


V P Singh didn’t have to want too 
long to remove lagmohan The Moul- 
vi's nuirdet and the incidents that fol¬ 
lowed gave him the opportunitv he 
was loi'kirig toi bven the Ciovernor’s 
slauneh siipporteis in the L’nion 
Cabinet—A run Neliiu, Mufti 
Mohammad ,Sayeed and Ant Moham¬ 
mad Khan—could do little to save Jag- 
moh.iii attei paramilitary forces gun¬ 
ned down 60 mourners duiing Mirwai? 
I'aiooq's funeral The issue was raised 
111 both the Ffouses ol Parliament, 
where several MPs, including Chandra 
Shekhai, demanded Jagmohan's res- 









call from the Pnme 
Minister asking him to 
speak to home minister 
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed 
immediately Fernandes 
rushed to the Mufti’s resi¬ 
dence only to learn that the 
home minister was closeted 
with V.P Singh. Later, the 
Prime Minister rang up 
Fernandes again and told 
him that it would be a good 
idea to wind up the special 
cell on Kashmir, since the 
BJP’s Kedar Nath Sahani 
had already withdrawn 
from the body in protest 
against Jagmohan’s dis¬ 
missal 

Sources close to the Un¬ 
ion railway minister say 
that George Fernandes was 
completely taken aback by 
the Prime Minister’s sug¬ 
gestion And though Fer¬ 
nandes readily agreed with 
V P Singh, observers feel j 
that he may resign from the 
Union Cabinet in disgust 


ignation On •’4 May, Jagmohan was 
summoned to Delhi and asked to res¬ 
ign The next day, the government 
appointed Girish (Gary) Saxena as 
Governor of Kashmir A surprise 
choice,since the two names that were 
being tossed about were those of 
home secretary Naicsh Chandra and 
K F Rustomji But what clinched the 
issue in lavoui of Saxena was the fact 
that as security adviser to the Prime 
Minister, he was already advising V P 
Singh on Kashmir. Interestingly, 
George Fernandes was not even con¬ 


sulted on Saxena's appointment, even 
though he was still the minister in 
charge of Kashmir 

B ut whatevei little the government 
gained by icmoving Jagmohan 
was frittered away after George Fer¬ 
nandes was relieved ot the special 
charge ot Kashmir Fernandes was 
away in Cairo when Jagmohan res¬ 
igned and his successor appointed Af¬ 
ter returning to Delhi, George Fer¬ 
nandes was all set to visit the Valley 
when the minister received a 



For the people in the Valley, the 
recent dramatic development is a 
clear indication that the Centre is fed 
up with the carrot-and-stick policy, 
and has instead opted for the hard 
line People have already begun talk¬ 
ing of Gary Saxena as a strict police 
officci, who will not hesitate to pursue 
Jagmohan's repressive methods 
Whatever his detractors might say, 
George Fernandes was one leader 
who was acceptable to the Kashmiris 
and his ouster at this crucial stage will 
cut off the people in the Valley from 
New Delhi Moie important, the 
efforts to revive political activity in the 
state will in all probability be dropped. 
Simply because, there is no one alter 
George Fernandes to attempt the bold 
experiment 

But It IS loo early to judge Saxena 
The tormci IPS otficei has said that he 
is prepared to open j dialogue with 
the militants and ensure that condi¬ 
tions aie created for the Kashmiris to 
exercise their democratic rights within 
the framework of the Indian C onstitu- 
tion An encouraging beginning But 
the Governoi should also realise that 
the militants will demand nothing 
short of azaucli The following months 
will tell whether Gary Saxena will suc¬ 
ceed m his attempts to woo the Kash¬ 
miris But one thing is sure the quest 
for peace in the Valley will not be an 
easy one • 

Shiraz SUhva/SHnagarand New Delhi 
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ANALYSIS 


Eariy warnings 

Is the LTTE-Colomho relationship set to deteriorate even further? 


P olitics may make strange 
bedfellows—but rarely as 
puzzling as Preinaclasa and 
Prabhakaraii. When the 
Tamil militant Icadei 
agreed, a year ago, to settle his differ¬ 
ences with the Sri Lankan government 
across a table, his decision was met 
with surprise and disbelief Nothing 
will come of the talks, the cynics— 
particularly New Delhi—had scoffed 
What kind of agreement can be 
reached between a secessionist and a 
man who swears by a unitary state 
lliose who raised such 
questions had mis¬ 
sed the point. For, the 
decision to negotiate 
had little to do with a 
shift in ideological posi¬ 
tions or a change of poli¬ 
tical heart 

Rather, it had to do 
with sheer expediency 
Both parties suddenly I 
realised that they shared f- ^ 
a common, overriding 
interest. Velupillai 
Prabhakaran and his 
battle-weary Liberation j 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam i 
(LTTE) sorely needed I 
an end to the Indian i 
Peace Keeping Force’s [ 

(IPKF’s) military offen- _ . 

sive. And President _ 

Ranasinghe Premada- 
sa—who was always 
opposed to the Indian 
Army’s induction—had 
to ensure that it pullea 
out in order to establish 
a measure of credibility 
with the majonty Sinha- 
las. So, if the LTTE- 
Colombo relationship 
suddenly thawed, it was 
largely because the two 
subscribed—if only un¬ 
wittingly—to that old 
and cynical aphorism; 
your enemy’s enemy is 
your friend. 


out at the end of this March), a rift in 
the relationship—which has been de¬ 
scribed variously as “cordial”, 
“accommodating", “trusting” and 
“firm”—was on the cards After all, 
India hail been the cohesive factor and 
with Its troops having come home, the 
rationale for that seemingly cosy 
friendship ni' longer existed 

A ll the same, few suspected that 
cracks would appear so soon 
Over the last month, a number of 
developments have threatened to sour 





R. Prwnadasa (left) end V. Prabhakaran: strange bedfeiiows 


With the ‘enemy’ hav¬ 
ing left Sri Lanka (the 
last IPKF soldier pulled 



The IPKF: broi«lit the LTTE and Colofidio together 


the LTTE-Colombo relationship and, 
if things follow their present course, 
there is a danger that it could turn 
irretrievably rancid. 

Early this May, an LTTE hit squad 
assassinated the outspoken and flam¬ 
boyant Tamil United Liberation Front 
MP, Sam Tambimuttu, in the heart of 
Colombo Although the Tigers denied 
a hand in the murder, most people in 
Sn Lanka had no doubts about their 
involvement Predictably, the Sri 
Lankan government attempted to play 
down the assassination and 

^ pointedly avoided hold¬ 
ing the LTTE responsi¬ 
ble. But the hit, which 
also killed Tambimut- 
tu’s wife Kala, shattered 
the complacency of the 
island's intelligentsia, 
which believed that— 
with the Indian Army no 
— longer present, the 
LTTE having been won 
i over’ and Smhala ex- 
I tremism under check— 
i Sn Lanka had put vio- 
lence behind it. The 
murder put prssure on 
Premadasa’s govern- 
^ ment, for suddenly peo¬ 
ple began asking; how 
far is Colombo willing to 
g o in checking the 
LTTE’s unlawful acts? 

There were more 
problems for Premadasa 
in the middle of the 
month. In eastern Kalu- 
manai, the LTTE 
j abducted 19 policemen 
who were ‘interrogated’ 
in ‘custody’ for a day be¬ 
fore being released. 
Similar incidents involv¬ 
ing the police and the 
Tigers have been carried 
in the island’s newspap¬ 
ers. One report had it 
that the Sri Lankan Air 
Force flew some of its 
Sia Marcheti fighters 
over Jafhia to register 
the government’s dis¬ 
taste with the LTTE’s 
behaviour. 
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LTTE militants: powsrful military machine 


But, by and large, Colombo has re- 
^ frained from making a hue and cry 
about the incidents As in the case of 
Tambimuttu’s murder, it has bought — 
or at least gone along with—the LITE 
leadership’s line that such acts are the 
doing of junior cadres who are not 
always possible to control Clearly, 
Premadasa is still willing to give the 
Tigers a very long rope in his effort to 
draw them into the constitutional 
mainstream 

Nevertheless, his government has 
appeared firm and inflexible over its 
decision to hold talks with the Eelam 
People's Revolutionary Liberation 
1-iont (I’PRLF), the rival Tamil mili¬ 
tant oiganisation which had adminis- 
teied the Noith-l-.astern Province with 
the support of the IPKF The talks, 
which ended with the E P R L, F 
agreeing to paiticiciate in the All Party 
Conleiencf (APC)—Premadasa's bid 
to find a solution to the country’s 
pioblems through the politics of con- 
^ sensus- have caused the Tigeis no 
end of heartburn The LITE’ has de¬ 
scribed the decision to pailey "with a 
group that wanted to moitgage the 
island to a foreign aggressive power” 
as an "insult to the Tamils as well as 
the Sinhalese” 

Although Colombo 
has said that Ms talks 
with the EPRLF “have 
III no way diminished oi 
devalued the import- 
.ince of the negotiations 
It was having with the 
LTTE", the Tigeis weie 
not appeased F'or, they 
believed that the gov¬ 
ernment was reneging 
on an unspoken undet- 
standing that the LTTE 
would be treated as the 
sole representative of 
the Tamils Last week, 
the Tigers boycotted a 
session of the APC, 
without so mucli as 
advancing a reason foi 
their absence 

I f the LTTE feels frus¬ 
trated, It IS largely be¬ 
cause Its talks with the 
Sn Lankan government 
have made little or no 
headway The deadlock 
has arisen from the 
LTTE’s insistence that it 
will participate in the 
proposed fresh election 
to the North-Eastern 
Provincial Council only 
if the Sixth Amend¬ 


ment IS repealed The Amendment 
outlaws all parties which profess seces- 
sionism from participating in the elec¬ 
toral process Flic Tigers claim that 
the Amendment is unaccejstable be¬ 
cause of Its historicity it was passed 
aftei the July IW.T communal riots, in 
which hundreds of Tamils were killed, 
and was aimed at appeasing Sinhala 
sentiment 

If the government hasn’t scrapped 
the Amendment yet, it is partly be¬ 
cause it can do .so only vith a iwo- 
thiids parliamcntaiy majority The 
ruling United National Paity (1INP) is 


25 votes short of the re- 
quired number and 
although a wafer-thin 
majority could he mus¬ 
tered with the help of 
friendly pailies, Pre 
madasa could be unwill¬ 
ing to take the risk 
Moreovei, there is con¬ 
siderable opposition 
within the island to hav¬ 
ing the Amendment re¬ 
pealed an act. which 
many believe, would be 
tantamount to tacitly 
pardoning secessionism 

The othei l.TTE grouse relates to 
the dissolution of the North-Easfein | 
Piovincial Council, which was admi¬ 
nistered by the EPRLF and its allies. 
Although the Sn Lankan government 
has been consulting constitutional ex¬ 
perts lor sciine time now in order to 
find a wav of doing so, no concrete 
solutions have emerged It ajipears as 
d Colombo is now willing to wait until 
June when the council will automuli- 
cally be dissolved for failing the consti¬ 
tutional requirement of sitting at least i 
once every three months The last | 
council meeting was j 
held in Trincomallee { 
this March, before the ! 
final batch of the IPKF j 
left foi home 

If fresli elections to I 
the council are not cal- i 
led s(ion, the l.T'TE- I 
Colombo relationship 
could well deteriorate 
further It is a prospect 
that must worry Pre¬ 
madasa as tlie LTTE has 
become the cornerstone j 
of his strategy foi find- | 
mg a permanent solu¬ 
tion to problems in the 
north and east If the 
talks break down and 
the tiuce is called off, 
then Prem.idasa will 
have real trouble on his 
hands This time, there 
will be no India to do 
the fighting tor him. 
And as the LTTE has so 
conclusively proved in 
Its battle with the IPKF, 

It IS a formidable milit¬ 
ary machine Premadasa 
will have to think long 
and hard before he pre¬ 
pares to take It on • 
Mukund 
Padmmnabhan 




• THETAMBIMUrrU MURDER: The 

assassination of the TULF MP allegedly by an 
LTTE hit squad has embarrassed Premadasa’s 
government. 

• CLASHES WITH THE POLICE: Colombo has 
been forced to be silent over the assault and 
abduction of policemen by LTTE in the island’s 
east. 

• THE SIXTH AMENDMENT: The LTTE wants 
the Amendment (which proscribes secessionist 
parties) repealed. But the government has either 
been unable or unwilling to do so. 

• COUNCIL DISSOLUTION: Colombo has not 
yet delivered on the LTTE demand that the 
North-Eastern Provincial Council be dissolved. 
However, this may be done soon. 

• FRESH ELECTIONS: if the government fails 
to hold fresh elections—with Tiger 
participation—to the council soon, then the 
LTTE-Colombo relationship may deteriorate 
further. 
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CAPITAL MATTERS 



he relationship be¬ 
tween politicians and 
bureaucrats in Delhi 
IS as complex, subtle 
and full of nuances as 
the one between a 
husband and a tradi¬ 
tional Indian wife. The politician plays 
the role of the husband and the 
bureaucrat that of a dutiful, apparent¬ 
ly meek, submissive wife In fact, 
some politicians play the role of the 
husband to such an extent that they 
refuse to allow outsiders, particularly 
journalists to catch a glimpse of the 
wife, in case rumours of her beauty 
and domestic skills spread and cause 
envious men to seek to spirit her 
away 'I'his is why they insist that all 
intercourse (if that’s the word I want) 
should be only with them or at least 
with their blessings 
However, while the 
husband is away all day, 

It IS the wife who knows 

the exact state of every 

article in the household B ^1 

And while she is willing _ 

to let the husband 

thump his chest and 

brag about his achieve- 

ments, she makes abso- _ _ 

lutcly sure that she is the , ■ 

one who has the final Cl 

say Like most Indian 
wives, her feelings foi 
her husband are a mix¬ 
ture of amusement, 
a giggly sort of contempt and a very 
real affection for the theatrical a.ss 
Having established this, it is time to 
switch similics because o( another 
peculiar cliaracleristic of Delhi's 
ministries That, each ministry is basi¬ 
cally ctjuivalent to a dacoit gang and 
rare is the petitioner who enters one 
and leaves with his pockets intact 
Lach hiihii in each ministry is a para¬ 
gon of free enterprise and sees himself 
as being equal to a Dhirubliai Ambani 
in his financiiil skills Many indeed 
have acquired such fortunes m hard 
cash that business tycoons could onlv 
j dream about 

I To revert to the original simile, 

I when the jiolitician first enters a minis- 
! tiy he is at a certain disadvantage in 
I that he may not have even heard of 
{ the ministry prior to his appointment 
! However, he is cheeied by the fact 
I that his senior bureaucrats, mostly 
i from the lA.S, will in all likelihood not 
I know much about the ministry either 
I But this advantage ends quickly, 

I Buicaucrats have other bureaucrats to 
I guide them, as well as a lot of time to 
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spend reading up on the subject, 
besides speaking to experts to gain 
enough knowledge to bluff their way 
through The politician, on the other 
hand, has very little time left from 
politicking. This is a situation all 
bureaucrats cherish Strenuous efforts 
arc made to speed the politician from 
one important engagement to 
another, just as an exasperated wife 
will urge her husband to go frolic with 
his buddies whenever she is fed up of 
him 

It IS sobering to reflect on the fact 
that if all the ministers suddenly went 
on strike it would not make the 
slightest difference to the running of 
the ministries They would amble 
along at their normal trundle Howev¬ 
er, in the rare case of a minister who is 
sharp, knows the subject and is ruth¬ 


Politicians vs 

burea ucrats 

A classic case of the blind fighting 
the blind 


less about getting results, the eflect 
can be dramatic li is not that the 
bureaucracy is inherently incffecicnt 
and lethargic, it meiely lacks motiva¬ 
tion and an environment that rewards 
and punishes But given the state of 
the institutions, it is not surprising that 
so little gets done, what is astonishing 
IS that so much does get done 
Hence we must offer obeisance to 
the Indian housewife's genius foi mak¬ 
ing do even during the most penurious 



days. She will borrow a bit from here, 
use last night's leftovers for a surpri¬ 
singly appetising lunch and otherwise 
perform little miracles with apparently 
effortless ease. And that is really the 
job for the dedicated and sincere 
bureaucrat—jierforming little miracles 
daily. 

The politician, in turn, has three 
priorities. One, make as much money 
as he can before he gets reshuffled 
into the development of human re¬ 
source development Two, jjersuade 
everyone that he is straining every 
nerve to make his ministry function 
which unfortunately is being impeded 
by the wicked bureaucrats Three, do 
as little as is humanly possible for his 
constituents and other favour-seekers, 
while appearing to be engrossed all 24 
hours in toiling to improve their life 
This last IS the crux of 
his mission, and the wise 
bureaucrat recognises 
1^ that he must play along 

WM here by appearing to ful- 

^ fil (he bizarre schemes 

supposedly meant to be¬ 
nefit the minister’s con 
stitu^bcy 

This uniquely ill- 

-advised system seems 

specifically designed to 
iting impede developmental | 

activity and is a classic 
instance of the blind 
fighting the blind It is 
best illustrated by a true 
from a ministry A new minister hav¬ 
ing installed himself in his office, 
summoned his joint secretary and 
candidly asked him what he and the 
rest of the bureaucrats were supposed 
to do Charmed by the candour of 
mantriji, the secretary told him; “Sir, 
we are your memory bank. If you have 
any ideas whatsoever, tell us and we'll 
give you the pros and cons 

Visibly pleased the minister settled 
hack into his chair. “You see," he 
confessed, “I am only three days old m 
this job and I will certainly be happy 
to learn from your rich fund of know¬ 
ledge ” 

As the bureaucrat started to leave, 
the mini.ster enquired, as an after¬ 
thought “Tell me,” he asked, “how 
long have you been in this ministry?" 

“One week sir,” the joint secretary 
replied He later swore that the minis¬ 
ter turned pale 

There is no proof of the minister’s 
alarm, but it is a fact that the hapless 
man was one of those few who were 
known to have actively sought a new 
ministry to preside over. • 
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The plot thickens 

A police FIR names Satish Sharma in the Sanjay Singh case 


4 


N ot so Jong ago, it was the best of 
times for Capt. Satish Sharma; 
but now he has fallen into the 
worst of times. The six-month-old 
National Front government at the 
Centre is bent on fixing the aide of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi, On one side his name is being 
draped into the controversial Airbus 
A 320 deal by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBl) and, on the other, 
an FIR has been lodged against him in 
connection with the attack on Sanjay 
Singh, a Janata Dal leader and Pnme 
Minister V.P. Singh’s relative. Sanjay 
Singh was grievously injured in a 
shootout in former Prime Minister, 
Rajiv Gandhi’s consti¬ 
tuency, Amethi, on the 
I eve of the November 
parliamentary elections. 

I In the FIR, lodged with 
I the Munsi Ganj police 
; station, in Sultanpur dis¬ 
trict of Uttar Pradesh, 
the police has alleged 
that Satish Sharma was 
involved in a conspiracy 
to attack Sanjay Singh. 

Twenty two other per¬ 
sons have also been 
named in the report. 

There was high drama 
on 16 May, when a team 
of UP police officers, 
accompanied by a truck- 
load of constables, cor¬ 
doned off Sharma’s 
farmhouse at Mehrauli, 
on the outskirts of De¬ 
lhi, in an apparent bid to 
arrest him. But Sharma 
was away in Parliament 
and as soon as he learnt 
about the happenings at 
home, moved Delhi 
High Court and man¬ 
aged to get anticipatory 
bail on a writ petition. 

Till late that night, the 
posse of policemen lay 
in wait for Sharma, hop¬ 
ing to arrest him the mo¬ 
ment he returned home. 

But, When be did finally 
arrive, Sharma bran¬ 
dished the bail order 


and the police had to return 
empty-handed. According to Con¬ 
gress sources, 47 people, besides Shar¬ 
ma, have been implicated by the 
police under Section 120B of the CrPC 
in connection with the attack on San¬ 
jay Singh. They include 11 Congres- 
s(I) MPs such as Ratnakar Pandey, 
Shiv Prasad Mishra, Harikesh Baha¬ 
dur, Sibte Riri and Alia Begam and 
former ministers such as M.L. Fotedar 
and Hans Raj Bhardwaj. 

The incident took Parliament by 
storm the next day. Congress(I) mem¬ 
bers stalled the proceedings of the Ra- 
jya Sabha and the House had to be 
adjourned for the day. But surprising¬ 


ly, the UP government issued a state¬ 
ment on the same day saying that only 
Satish Sharma had been mentioned in 
the FIR and that no MP had been 
named. What was more intnguing was 
that home secretary Naresh Chandra 
and the minister of state for home 
affairs refused to comment on the 
matter on the plea that they had no 
knowledge of the incident. According 
to Sharma, who spoke to Sunday 
soon after the incident, the govern¬ 
ment was being vindictive and was 
trying to pin him down by any means. 
He says that his name was not in¬ 
cluded in the FIR filed by Sanjay 
Singh’s personal bodyguard, who was 
represent at the spot,and 
S Sharma wonders why he 
f has been named in the 
I FIR lodged by the police 
* subsequently. 

H.R. Bharadwaj, for¬ 
mer law minister, who 
lookup the cudgels on be¬ 
half of Sharma in the 
Rajya Sabha, placed a 
copy of the original FIR 
lodged by Sanjay 
Singh’s bodyguard on 23 
November, 1989 to 
establish the fact that 
neither the name of Sat¬ 
ish Sharma nor of any 
other MP had featured 
in it. Bharadwaj said 
that the guard had been 
with Singh for the last 11 
years. 

Meanwhile, the UP 
pvemment is circulat¬ 
ing stones in the press 
that the CID has placed 
its hands on evidence 
which suggest that Capt. 
Sharma was present at 
the spot when Sin^ was 
attacked. But the gov¬ 
ernment has not been 
able to produce any ine- 
futable proof of Shar¬ 
ma’s complicity in the 
matter. But then such 
niceties are usually dis¬ 
pensed with in cases of 
political vendetta. • 

Sfmkta/Mew IMM 



Satish Sharma tMnks that tiie government 
ii bcrfng limlictive. He says tfiathis name 
was not included in the FIR filed by Sanjay 
Singh’s personal bodyguard but wonders 
why he has been named In the FIR lodged 
by the police subsequently 
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Power of 

THE PRESS 

It was prob¬ 
ably the 
single most influential 
article to appear since 
the National Front came 
to office. The day after 
the murder of Amir 
Singh, the Independent 
candidate in Meham, ev¬ 
erybody expected editor 
Arun Shourie to tear 
into Devi Lai in the fol¬ 
lowing day’s Indian Ex¬ 
press. 

As it turned out, 

Ralmohan Gandhi: 
MHguincamla 


veteran Gandhian L.C. 
Jain resigned from the 
Planning Commission 
over Meham. Profes¬ 
sional intellectual Rajni 
Kothari issued a state¬ 
ment offering his de¬ 
fence. In essence, this 
said that he hadn’t been 
quiet. Obviously, the 
rest of us had been deaf. 

Rajmohan Gandhi 
was more plausible (“I 
am intrigued by what Mr 
Shourie wrote,” he said 
with a smile) about his 
silence, but was also 
pushed into demanding 
Om Prakash Chautala’s 
resignation. 


Aran Shouriw making 
things happan 

Shourie did launch an 
attack, but it was not 
directed at Lai. Instead, 
he asked his friends in 
the government how 
they could remain silent. 
The consequence of 
their apathy, he con¬ 
cluded severely, was that 
“government is not en¬ 
riched by the presence of 
such persons. On the 
other hand, public dis¬ 
course is impoverished 
by their absence.” 

The response was im¬ 
mediate. The next day, 

a„a .mm ■ -_ 
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L.C. Jah: acting according 
toMaconadonGO 

But the reactions were 
not confined to Yojana 
Bhavan and the India In¬ 
ternational Centre. 
Within the government, 
Shourie’s article was 
taken as positive proof 
that if V.P. Singh did not 
defy Devi Lai and act 
against Chautala, he 
would lose all his ‘re¬ 
spectable’ friends. 

When, two days later, 
Chautala got the chop 
(and Jain withdrew his 
resignation), it was hnal 
proof that even in these 
cynical days, a single 
article by a concerned 
journalist can make a 
(hSerence. 


Boau: romomboring 

Ho HO HO CHI 
MINH 

- jtieynjay 

have forgot¬ 
ten Uncle Ho on the 
campuses of America 
where draft dodgers 
once chanted his name 
as though it was a reli¬ 
gious mantra. But in In¬ 
dia, Ho Chi Minh is still 
I up there in the galaxy of 
I world leaders along with 
Tito, Nehru and Nasser. 

Of course, the com¬ 
munist parties cele¬ 
brated the late Viet¬ 
namese leader’s birth 
centenary with appropri¬ 
ate gusto. West Bengal 
chief minister Jyoti Basu 
even flew to Hanoi for a 
ten-day state visit. 

But the Government 
of India was not to be 
outdone. Foreign minis¬ 
ter Inder Gujral un¬ 
veiled a plaque honour¬ 
ing Ho near Nehru Place 
in New Delhi. A three- 
kilometre stretch of Out¬ 
er Ring Road 
was also renamed Ho 
Chi Minh Sarani. 

Of course, the Nation¬ 
al Front government was 
discreet. It did not fol¬ 
low the example of West 
Bengal’s Marxists, who, 
some years ago, re¬ 
named the Calcutta 
street on which the 
American consulate is 
located as Ho Chi Minh 
Sarani! 
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I Yes, she 

mAN KHAN 

wails Parvati Khan, the 
sexy, hip-swaying pop- 
singer. “Why would any¬ 
body think that I am 
politically controver- 
■f sial?” 

I And yet, controversy 
'• has a way of lingering to 
•'t Khan’s shapely midriff. 

During the Rajiv Gan- 
i dhi era, she was targeted 
; by bigots at Doordar- 
shan, who wondered 
y how somebody called 
Parvati could have a sur- 
name like Khan? (The 
,, secret: it is her husband 
Nadeem’s surname. Her 
L maiden name is 
1 Maharaj.) 

1 And now, says Khan, 



Parvati Khan: bom for controvaray 


NADEGM KHAN 


the new government 
tried to sabotage a re¬ 
cent show in New Delhi 
by levying last-minute 
tax demands. The show, 
she hastens to add, was a 


success, but she could 
have done without the 
aggravation. 

So why do people pick 
on Khan? Any sugges¬ 
tions? 


The mind of the mahattenborough 


■ ,C',' And 

you 

thought the ^ss 
over the Gandhi 
film ended when 
Sir Richard Atte¬ 
nborough beam¬ 
ed cannily at the 
Dorothy Chandl¬ 
er pavilion hold¬ 
ing aloft his Best 
Picture Oscar! 

No way. Now 
the Mahattenbo¬ 
rough finds him¬ 
self in the thick of 
another contro¬ 
versy. According 
to an agreement 
that Gandhi’s 
producers signed 
with the govern¬ 
ment, five per 
cent of the net 
profits of Gandhi 
would go to- 



(Abova) OandMryM, but whet* are 
ttwpreMaT; Attonboroimli: holy 


wards the welfare 
of Indian film 
workers. 

When the film 
was a hit, a sum 
of Rs 5 crorcs 
was duly set aside 
for this purpose 
in London. 



Unfortunately, it re¬ 
mained there for the rest 
of the Eighties and the 
film workers got no¬ 
thing. 

Last month, angry 
office-bearers of various 
film industry bodies 
made loud noises about 
getting the money back 
from London. They 
were countered by Sir 
Richard’s solicitors, who 
made it clear that their 
suggestions were 
slanderous and that the 
Mahattenborough had 
nothing to do with the 
delay. 

So, whose fault is it 
then? Currently, fingers 
are being pointed at that 
old villain, the informa¬ 
tion and broadcasting 
ministry, which, it is 
alleged, has slipped up 
again. 


City OF 

GOODBYE? 

7 She’s as 
‘ much a part 
of Calcutta as Satyajit 
Ray, Jyoti Basu and 
Aparna Sen. So when 
rumours to the effect 
that Mother Teresa was 
leaving town made the 
rounds, there was wide¬ 
spread dismay. 

Certainly, the circum¬ 
stantial evidence was 
pretty compelling. The 
Mother had announced 
her desire to step down 
and the Vatican had 
accepted her resignation 
as superior-general of 
the Missionaries of 
Charity. Moreover, it 



MoUmt TarMw: hotn* to 
wham tlM nun to 


had been 37 years since 
she had first come to 
Calcutta—long enough, 
went the argument, for 
any outsider. 

Except, of course, 
that the Albanian-bom 
Nobel laureate is no out¬ 
sider. 

“My home is Nirmal 
Hriday in Calcutta, 
where I am destined to 
serve the dying and the 
destitute,” the nun 
announced before set¬ 
ting off for Romania. 
There was no question, 
she said, of her ever 
leaving town. • 











Something 
in t h e heir 

IsAjit Singh the Jat RajivGandhi? 

t IS not a parallel he will like but in many ways, 
Ajit Singh IS the Jat Rajiv Gandhi. Consider the 
evidence: 

• Like Rajiv, Singh was bom into a political 
family; his father Chaudhary Charan Singh was a 
veteran kisan leader who became UP chief minister, 
Umon home minister and, finally. Prime Minister. 

• Like Rajiv, he opted out of politics. Rajiv joined 
Indian Airlines after Cambridge, Singh went to the 
Umted States and ended up working for IBM. 

• Like Rajiv, he was drawn back to his destiny. Rajiv 
entered politics after his brother Sanjay died in a plane 
crash. Singh returned to India when his father’s health 
began to fail. 

• Like Rajiv, he was groomed to be heir-apparent. 
And just as Rajiv turned his back on many of the things 
his mother held so dear, so it has been with Singh. The 
late Chaudhary Charan Singh would have reversed the 
policies of industrialisation. As industries minister, 
however, Ajit Singh has been every inch the IBM- 
trained technocrat. 

From then on, it gets 
more complicated. There is 
one obvious difference, of 
course. Rajiv became 
Prime Minister, had his 
accession sanctified by a 
sycophantic and spineless 
party and then won the. 
largest mandate in Indian 
history. Ajit has not had it 
so easy. Even while Charan 
Singh was ailing, H.N. 

Bahuguna, an old pohtical 
rival (who the Chaudhary 
had once called a KGB 
agent) who had just joined 
the Lok Dai made it clear 
that he regarded Ajit as an 
upstart. T^e Lok Dal split 
into two and the Bahuguna faction (Lok Dal-B) did a 
lot better than Singh’s lot (Lok Dal-A). 

At the time, this did not seem like such a big deal. 
The Jat farmers of the Hindi heartland who were 
Charan Singh's natural constituency were unlikely to 
accept Bahuguna for long. But that analysis ignored the 
Devi Lai factor. It took the wily Haryana strongman 
less than two months to marginalise Bahuguna and 
emerge as the de facto leader of the Lok Dal (B). 

After Lai led the party to a landslide victory in the 
1987 Haryana Assembly elections (while the Lok Dal- 


A’s candidates bit the dust), it became clear that he— 
not Ajit—had inherited ^audhary Charan Singh’s 
mantle. And when Bahuguna died a year or so later, 
nobody even noticed. 

SO, IF Rajiv Gandhi is the heir who got it all—and 
probably threw it away; then Ajit Singh is the heir who 
was left out in the cold. 

After the Haryana debacle, he was left with a not 
inconsiderable support base in UP and this became his 
ticket for admission (merger is the term he preferred) 
mto Chandra Shekhar’s Janata Party. That grouping 
joined the Janata Dai, which became a constituent of 
the National Front, and that is how Ajit has ended up 
as industries minister in this Cabinet. 

The Rajiv Gandhi parallels, however, continue to 
haunt him. His detractors still portray him as a man 
who is ill at ease in the hurly-burly of cow belt politics. 
There are innumerable stories about him baffling gras¬ 
sroots workers by saying things like “What you have 
got is zilch” and he is said to be uncomfortable with the 
ruthless deal-making that is the hallmark of Jat politics. 

Like Rajiv, be also has a reputation for being easily 
impressed by everyone he speaks to. Two years ago, 
Sunday christened him the ‘flip-flop man of the 
Opposition’ and the tag has stuck. Ajit has changed 
loyalties so often that nobody is really sure if he can 
count on him. Chandra Shekhar is still bitter about 
being abandoned at a crucial stage in his battle against 
Hegde And Devi Lai’s relations with Ajit resemble 
nothing as much as a roller-coaster ride. During the 
first Meham election, Ajit put Chautala on the spot by 
visiting the constituency and professing outrage over 
the violence. That little drama contributed 

to the crisis which led 

to Devi Lai’s resignation. 

This time, however, he 
has held his peace and the 
general feeling is that he is 
now on Devi Lai’s side. 
The day after the murder of 
the Independent candidate 
in Meham, the Chaudhary 
made a great show of going 
over to Ajit’s office and 
asking him for his help. 

REGARDLESS OF 

whether Ajit and Devi Lai 
continue to be buddies over 
the next few weeks, it is 
clear that their’s is a rela¬ 
tionship that cannot en¬ 
dure. Their bases are 
too similar; Ajit regards Lai as having stolen 
his father’s inheritance from under his nose and the 
Chaudhary does not trust him. 

Nor can Ajit and Shekhar be Mends in the long run: 
memories of the old betrayal still linger. Logically, Ajit 
should be able to make common cause with the Raja. 
Except that the chemistry between the two men is all 
wrong and they remain deeply suspicious of each other. 

Tliat leaves Arun Nehru. And over the last few 
weeks, Singh and Nehru have grown closer than ever 
before. It is a relationship that remains worth watching. 




H Rajiv Gandhi 
is the heir 
who got it ail— 
andprobabiy 
throw it away; 
then Ajit Sii^ 
is the heir 
whowasieft 
out in the cold 
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that's worth a lot more than its looks. 
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PERSONALITY/COM PANIES 



The literary 
bo xwall ah 

Procter & Gamble's Gurcharan Das~portrait 
of an artist as managing director 


. The Managing Director almost 
tripped over Arjun 

‘Excuse me,' said Arjun stepping 
back. 

The Managing Director looked at 
him and said, ‘Not your fault, / should 
be looking where I am going. My name 
IS Billimona.' 

7 know,-' said Arjun. ‘You are the 
Managing Director. 1 was introduced 
to you along with other trainees two 
months ago My name is Arjun ' 

The MD's eyes widened 

‘Will you please come into my 
office?' 

Arjun followed him Billimoria's 
office was cool, dark and spacious. 
The walls were panelled in wood, and 
there was a thick carpet on the floor. At 
the back was a window overlooking the 
harbour. On the desk Arjun noticed a 
copy of the proposal he had penned the 
previous night. 

‘So you are the young man who 
wants us to sell Bombay Balm for.. .let 
me see... for headaches.' 

'Yes, sir.' 

'Good. We'll do it. But you will have 
to do It.' 

‘But sir, I have just been fired from 
the company this 
morning.' 

'What!' 

‘Mr Rajan called me 
this morning and .said 
that I need not return 
from tomorrow. . 

Get me Rajan on the 
line,’ Billimoria told his 
secretary on the inter¬ 
com. ‘Hello! Yes. Rajan, 
what IS this about the 
young trainee Arjun? 

Why? Asks too many 
questions? No, let's keep 
him Transfer htm to 
adverming.. and Rajan, 
next time vou find a per¬ 


son who asks too many questions, send 
him to me before you fire him...' 

... The Advertising Manager, whose 
name was Choudhary, >vas delighted to 
have him. 

‘He’s the most refreshing thing to 
walk through these doors in years,' he 
said. 

'After he relaunches the balm,' said 
Billimoria, ‘he should naturally return 
to complete his sales training ..give 
him plenty of rope. ..he's a bit odd, but 
creative. And watch him. .two years 
from now he might have your job.' 


I t IS probably every management 
trainee’s dream to be reinstated 
by his managing director, after 
being fired by his immediate 
superior. But it takes a trainee 
and a managing director who think 
like Gurcharan Das to make it possi¬ 
ble. And a book by Das to bring the 
situation to life. 

It is only natural that Gurcharan 
Das would create a character like 
Arjun in his new book, A Fine Family. 
Like Das, Arjun’s family 

comes from Lyallpur, 

now in Pakistan. Like 
Das, Arjun is unusual, 
thinks differently and re¬ 
freshingly, working his 
way around problems 

without caring about 
conventions and an 
eccentric’s label. Like 
Das, Arjun is successful, 
works for a consumer 
products company in 
Bombay. But unlike Ar¬ 
jun, Das is the president 
and managing director 
of Procter & Gamble 
India Ltd(P&G), a com¬ 
pany he is attempting to 


^Myjob,” 
says Eto, *is to 
talk b%. It is 
importaiit to 
hcrfd out a visHHi 
to the people 
wIh> are wwkiiig 
with me...” 



turn around from a conservative outfit 
with sales of Rs 66.54 crores last year 
to a Rs 500 crore consumer products 
powerhouse within the next five 
years. 


“But It won’t be a cakewalk,” says 
Das. P&G has Hindustan Lever Ltd 
(HLL)—its direct competitor—to take 
on. Both companies have consumer 
products ambitions, but HLL is way 
ahead. Its Rs 1323 crore turnover is 20 
times P&G’s, with a market reach far 
wider, and far more solidly entren¬ 
ched than P&G can handle—at least 
right now. Adding to HLL’s clout are 
the three companies under its wing; 
Lipton, Brooke Bond and Pond’s In¬ 
dia, which together bnngs the l.ever 
sales leverage to Rs 2,440 crores. And 
growing. 

Predictably, Das’ projection of 
almost a ten-fold nse in his company’s 
operations—with a Rs 300 crore ex¬ 
port compionent—has come in for 
criticism, especially the point that it is 
virtually impossible for any company 
to grow so rapidly in so short a time. 
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low expectations, it will 
be reflected in your 
achievements too.” The 
cynicism, he says, “only 
exists among the people 
who don’t know what 
our plans are”. 

Or Das’, to be pre¬ 
cise. It is foolhardy to 
underestimate him. He 
usually does not shoot 
his mouth off. Besides, 
he delivers. 

I n 1955, when Das was 
twelve years old, his 
father went to Washing¬ 
ton to represent India m 
a water dispute with 
Pakistan. Das and hi*- 
mother moved with him, 
but when his parents re¬ 
turned after the crisis 
was solved, Das stayed 
on to attend a Quaker 
School. He picked up 
scholarships along the 
way, for higher studies 
at Yale, Princeton, 
Johns Hopkins and Har¬ 
vard universities, and 
chose the last for a de¬ 
gree in philosophy and 
politics A course for a 
person, says Das, who 
wanted to be an 
academician for the rest 
of his life. 

Only, he chose to take 
a break between stu¬ 


One way out for P&G would be to 
introduce products sold worldwide by 
its parent company, US-based Procter 
& Gamble International 
The behemoth, with annual sales of 
US $ 21.4 billion, has a 120 product 
package—including such well-known 
brands as Camay soap, r-p===r==r 
Head & Shoulders Ij 

shampoo, the Cover I 

Girl range of cosmetics, . .* 

the Vidal Sassoon range |||M|M|||||||^ 
of toiletries. Tide deter- HHBU 
gent (if introduced in 
India, a direct competi¬ 
tor to HLL's Surf), 

Crest toothpaste (vs 
Lever’s Close Up) and 
Pampers diapers, among w*™** 

others. P&G India re- . 

cently introduced the IffTHWEDl 
Whisper brand of high- 
priced sanitary napkins, 
a product in the corpo- 

rate entity’s worldwide MefUHiiwi 
range of offerings. This WBflli 
launch perhaps indi- i iiii n i . . 


cates P&G India’s game- 
plan over the next few years. A 
difficult and ambitious one. 

“My }ob,” says Das, “is to talk big. 
It IS important to hold out a vision to 
the people who are working with me. 
If you have low standards. 


amstnxaiMSEn 10.18 
lerFD^JiMEn 5.64 

SHMUGIUm 3.71 
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dies and becoming a don 
by joining Richardson Vicks Inc. 
(RVI) in 1964 And stayed on. Says 
Das. “I ended up in business by 
accident, like the man who came to 
dinner and stayed on.” By the time he 
was 27, Das was RVI’s young- 

- est ^ver marketing 

■■■HBiiail director. “The com- 
pany,” recalls Das with 

_ a smile, “thought I was 

■||||||||■||■ much too young to be on 
the board ” Das left 
RVI soon after, to look 
after its Spanish opera¬ 
tions for General Foods. 
u im But he was lured back 

[--“TT* by RVI in 1981, to head 

14 i/.ou Its sluggish Indian sub- 
sidiary, Richardson Hin- 
!6 9.99 dustan Ltd. (RHL). 

. “There was a real mess 

6,68 RHL),” says Das. 

“The company was cash 
"17 1ft « Poo'"’ morale was low, 
if iB.aZ turnover in the manage- 
. . . . ment ranks very high. 
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Gurchanm Dm: at home niMiagAr 

And because of governmental price 
control .the management for years had 
stressed volume-selling at any price 
and producing at any cost. 1 can tell 
you. It was a difficult homecoming for 
me.” The company was growing slow¬ 
ly, at just over 10 per cent a year, 
compared to the industry average 
(taking companies such as Warner 
Hindastan, Pfizer, Colgate-Palmolive, 
Ponds. HMM Ltd, among others) of 
over 15 per cent. 

By 1984, RHL's net _ 

C rofit had almost dou- ."L 

led to R$ 92 lakhs, and j I 
sales had jumped 50 per p 

cent to Rs 23.3 crores. 

With the company on 
the road to recovery, 

Das prepared to launch 
a new range of products. 

Though-Vicks Vaporub 
continued to be its '' '' 
dominant product, Sttw 

others such as Formula . . . . 

44 cough syrup, Formu- gftlfftHfflg 
la 44 lozenges and Vicks (lOtOllflM) 
Action 500 tablets hit 
the market Vicks her- 
bal cough drops were 
test-marketed, and (ARiR TW), 

Vicks inhalers were to ——-— 

be backed by increased ORWEND ' 
advertising support. |W|^TS 

Clearasil, RHL s skin _ 

care product, increased 
three times m market 
prices, but held on to its WOdroiwby' 
market share And to 


capitalise on a slot already created 
by Clearasil, the company went into 
soaps and medicated cleansers. 

ITien, keeping pace with the newly- 
emerging international trend in mega¬ 
mergers to expand reach, sales and the 
bottomline, Procter & Gamble Inter¬ 
national acquired RVl RHL changed 
Its name to P&G to reflect the deal. 
Das stayed on as MD, and the com¬ 
pany began to reorient itself to a 
brand new corporate culture—Das 


FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS (Rs in crores) 


YEAR 
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tnloM. twtPSt^axMuiliiwhMtf an«^ 
900«roN»by ins, atmoM slarhtoMIuR^. 


Mild ta innaumar duiiMa (ln«^ 
«Htedutd nawtumcwarto Ri 


style. A “tremendous 
opportunity” to work 
with, as the author- 
manager puts it. 


O nly, if the oppor¬ 
tunity translates 
into results—and that 
has already happened to 
an extent—P&G, and 
Das, are home and dry. 
Says one of Das’ col¬ 
leagues, who has been 
with the company for 
almost ten years: “The 
speculation (in addition 
to P&G International’s 
product entry) is also a 
result of P&G’s high 
profile nature, And to 
some extent, this is Gur-. 
charan’s contribution to 
the company. He is basi¬ 
cally a manager of his 
environment and a good 
media person, ” But 
whether P&G is able to deliver the 
goods in the face of “environment 
expectations", he says, is irrelevant, 
because “performance has to be 
weighed against commitment of re¬ 
sources and marketing objectives” 
There is no doubting Das’ objec¬ 
tives, he has spelled them out often 
enough—to make P&G a top-ranking 
outfit in the country. And he is using 
the resources m his own way. Infor¬ 
mality at work (it is hardly poss- 

- ibie to be intimi- 

dated by a boss who is as 
rVCgij comfortable in his desig- 
•■■MbiBl ner churidar-kurias as 
he IS in charcoal grey 
suits), encouraging 
frank opinion, and 
urging junior executives 
(shades of Arjun?) to 
# contribute to the cor- 

poration. Says his col- 
1 65.44 league : “Gurcharan has 

-- a disarmingly different 

0 8.02 which IS poles apart 

from the han-jee-saab 
and I-am-the-boss 
approach that most Indi- 
8 6.« an managers flaunt.” He 

adds; “I^or to 1980, it 

.. was an autocratic com- 

6 2.00 pany. But after Gur- 

charan’s arrival on the 
scene, it’s more open, 
more informal. There is 
SwidrI*” “ younger crowd and 
they have the freedom 
to choose how they are 
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to achieve their work objectives. 
It’s only in the strategic areas that Das 
gets involved, the other areas he 
leaves to departmental heads once he 
is convinced about their competence.” 

On a typical working day. Das 
charges all over the company’s central 
Bombay offices, to the finance direc¬ 
tor or the personnel director’s office 
when he wants a certain report, in¬ 
stead of sending notes down through 
the appropriate channels. “I believe in 
doing things with a degree of intensi¬ 
ty,” says Das “When I am an execu¬ 
tive, that’s all I think about ” 

And typically, when he is not work¬ 
ing, the last thing he thinks about is 


work. Like in the mornings, when he 
shuns newspapers to listen to Bach or 
Kishori Amonkar in his swank Redder 
Road apartment. Or like when he 
wrote a play, Larins Sahib, which was 
produced in Bombay two decades ago. 
Or Mira, another play, which had an 
off-Broadway premiere in New York. 
And sometimes, he does not even 
write at home. He writes at airports, 
while waiting for delayed flights. That 
IS how he wrote A Fine Family, a 
novel which took him six years to put 
together. Arjun has come a long way. 
• 

Sud0»p Ch»kn¥»rtl mnd AMm 
Chattar]e«/8ombay 


SHIPPING 


Storm warning 

Indian sailors queue up to join foreign companies, 
throwing the country's shipping operations in disarray 


T he volatile fluctuations that 
threatened to cripple global ship¬ 


ping in the mid-Seventies and the 
early Eighties are a nightmare that 
even hardened sea-dogs do not want 
want to talk about—cer- -yhe Indian i 
tainly not experience pntronagaa 
again. Now, the global 
depression has lifted, 
but in India, the ship¬ 
ping industry appears to 
be listing still. 

It IS not only tonnage 
that IS worrying Indian 
shipping, but the fact 
that increasing numbers 
of sailors are moving on 
to foreign shipping lines, 
seriously hampering 
their operations 
According to industry 
estimates, more than a 
hundred ship days (a 
ship day indicates the 
time a vessel is under 
contract to deliver good- 
s,aftcr leaving the home 
port) were lost this 
January, by a dozen 
lines. The Shipping 
Corp. of India (SCI), 
the country’s largest 
line, alone lost 70 ship 
days. 

•UMMVS-fJlMlMO 


Indian ship owners had forseen this 
trouble Early last year, line owners 
and shipping agents had tned to im¬ 
pose self-regulatory measures to check 
the outflow of sailors. A committee 


was formed by the directorate general ; 
of shipping with the sole purpose of 
stopping the hiring of Indian sailors by 
foreign shipping lines. The move, 
obviously, did not work. 

With reason. Indian sailors sailing 
on foreign ships make more than three 
times their counterparts do with 
domestic companies. A captain’s sal- j 
ary is a good example of the disparity. | 
A captain on a foreign ship easily 
makes US $ 2,500 a month, and this is ^ 
a conservative estimate. If he chooses 
to cash in his pay on the Indian black 
market—as is often the case—he 
could clean up Rs 55,000 or more,, 
depending on the current premium. A 
captain sailing an Indian ship makes 
an average of Rs 7,500 per month, 
after taxes and other deductions. 

“A man must be stupid,” says 
Dhirendra Kumar, a chief officer with 
Barber Shipping, an Amencan com¬ 
pany, where he makes US $ 2,300 a 
month, “if he does not want to make 
good money I have been sailing with 
Barber for three years, and having had 
a taste of that, I would never want to 
sail with an Indian company for a long 
period of time.”In India to study for 
his master’s ticket (a certificate to 
become captain with independent 
command of a ship), Kumar says he 
will continue to work with a foreign 
company afterwards. Why? “Let me 
tell you a story,” he continues “1 was 
with SCI m 1985, but after I 


The Indian shipping Industry: BtarvMl of tonms«,govemnwnt finished my second 


patronagoand now, sailors 



mate’s (numbci three in 
a ship s command struc¬ 
ture) ticket, they told 
me to report back in 
1991 They told me that 
there was no place for 
me. Now what was I 
supposed to do? Drown 
myself in the Indian 
Ocean''” 

Even sailors who are 
well settled with Indian 
lines, often have a nag¬ 
ging thought or two ab¬ 
out working for a fore¬ 
ign company. Says 
Hyderabad-based Shan- 
tiswaroop Leic, a cap¬ 
tain with Varun Ship¬ 
ping, among the top ten 
of the country’s lines: 
“Of course I have 
thought about the 
money factor, but right 
in the beginning I was 
decided against it. 
Maybe 1 did the wrong 
thing.” He adds; “This 

(ConUnuad on page 5B) g; 
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financial year (ending 31 'W' 

March, 1990) I had to 

pay income tax to the ■-«« . ■ 

tune of Rs 66,000.1 had ^ '.• *'''' 

to invest something like '4 

Rs 40,000 to bring my I 

income tax level down f 

to Rs 36,000. Look at L 

the amount of money 

stuck. 1 could have cer- ^ i|cr \. 

tainly invested this •' 

( money elsewhere.” 

Abroad, perhaps. In- 
dian Shipping Registry 
records show that there 
are enough trained 
sailors in India ro man a | 
thousand ships But the | 
country has only 400 | 
ocean-going vessels. 

Given is 

hardly surprising that 
move out—cur- 
Indian sailors 
on 700 

registra- 
There been 
an that 

only Indian ships 
can be manned today. 
keeping 100 more or less 
idle llie only way the 
government, and the 
country’s maritime com- Capt. Shairttewaroop L«l«: “R^M bi ttw bughmlng I decktad agaimt 
panies can lure them (monay). Mayba I dMttia wrong thing.” 

back IS by offering bettei salaries and deserlion, besides overbearing —for e> 
perquisites. The sailor’s unions have debt and slipping cargo tonnage. The increasing c 
been battling the problem, but the earlier logic was that an Indian ship Indian ecor 
benefits presently offered simply do meant Indian territory, therefore a “This is a p 
not appear to be attractive enough. sailor on an Indian ship—even one solved fast, 

sailing in foreign waters—was tech- with this ne 

T he Maritime Union of India nically always in India of Indian si 

(MUI), for example, has been Says K.E. Sukhia, MUI’s general Even after i 
suggesting for the past two decades secretary; “It is a good break- officers tha 
that sailors, by virtue of their being through.” He adds, however, that through, oi 


aWJ 

rw, 

X'irr' 
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1 “there are problems 
u that have to be over¬ 
come. Now, after the 
finance ministers 
announcement, Indian 
sailors on ships who do 
not exceed the 183-day 
stay in the country (In¬ 
dia) will automatically 
be treated as NRIs But 
the problem is with the 
sailors of the same com¬ 
panies who are coasting 
(sailing on ships which 
travel from one Indian 
port to another, Kandia 
to Madras, for exam¬ 
ple). They will not be 
able to enjoy the NRI 
status Personnel on off¬ 
shore supply vessels will 
suffer the same fate I 
guess the shipping com¬ 
panies will have to ro¬ 
tate their people to solve 
this problem Other¬ 
wise, the coasters (ships 
on trips between Indian 
ports) will have nobody 
to run them.” 


perquisites. The sailor’s unions have 
been battling the problem, but the 
benefits presently offered simply do 
not appear to be attractive enough. 


T he Maritime Union of India 
(MUI), for example, has been 
suggesting for the past two decades 
that sailors, by virtue of their being 


Today, the coasters 
comprise almost 30 per 
cent of the Indian fleet 
dad agaimt The crew on these ves¬ 
sels are as important 
—for example. to handle 

increasing domestic oil traffic—to the 
Indian economy as ocean-going ones 
“This is a problem that will have to be 
solved fast,” says Sukhia. “But even 
with this new NRI status, the outflow 
of Indian sailors is not going to stop. 
Even after the proposed wage hike for 
officers that we are fighting for comes 
through, our sailors will still be paid 


away from the country’s oMnnUra Kunwr: “A man must ba stupid H ha doosn't want monay” ™“ch less than sailors on 


shore for long stretches 
of time (six months to a 
year) be granted NRI 
(non-resident Indian) 
status. Bureaucratic 
procrastination led to a 
stalemate, but the MUI 
did not let up its press¬ 
ure Finally, on 16 May 
this year, finance minis¬ 
ter Madhu Dandavatc 
announced that Indian 
sailors would now be 
treated as NRIs and be 
exempt from income 
tax. This was a welcome 
break for the sailors, 
and an industry already 
crippled by sailo.- 




jtt 




foreign ships.” 

The general expecta¬ 
tion IS that once the hike 
comes through, in a 
month’s time, according 
to industry sources, an 
Indian captain should 
get around Rs 35,000 a 
month—on paper. 
There are chances, say 
senior MUI officials, 
that by the time negotia¬ 
tions end with the gov¬ 
ernment and shipping 
companies, the figure 
could well be reduced to 
Rs 20,000. This senti¬ 
ment bears out Sukhia’s 
comments. 
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Gunidiitt Kuchfnad: ‘The whole system (in Indie) is screwed up' 


I f it happens, it will 
only add to the prob¬ 
lems that already plague 
the Indian shipping in¬ 
dustry. During the worl¬ 
dwide industry depress¬ 
ion, maritime giants 
such as UK, Norway 
and Greece lost many ot 
their men to the slump 
Many sailors simply 
gave up sailing because 
their companies could 
not pay them well 
c n o u g h T h e y e x- 
changcd their sea legs 
(or shore jobs, tired of 
waiting for the depress¬ 
ion to end The slump 
was so dis.istrous that 
e\en training of person- 

nel was put on hold ' ^ 

When the clouds lifted, 

shoit of crew, and ^*5 

Asian" market to (ill thej 

vacancies Only, what isJ ''' 

cheajt foi tlieni, is a|it^ 
ma)oi attraction for In-^Httlk.. 

dian--and other .South Gunidutt Kuchinud:‘Thewhoie»y»tem (h 

Asian sailors 

And Sukhia. despite his talk of a the use of training r 
"breakthrough" in the government’s pie'’ They will .switch su 
altitude. IS loath to admit this But he futuic 
eventually does, frankly, there is no Sheth adds that an atten 
other option Says he • “No deal that lem is that Indian shipping 
wc make (with the government or are too fragile “Then i 
other agencies) will keep them (the latios are extremely high, 
sailors) back The situation here lias “Now with our manpow 
become dangerous and erratic ” away, the government, 1 

In its Eighth Plan manocuverings— adding to their problems f 
or meandcriiigs, as the case may to bail out the sick ship 
he -the government has formed a pianies, by taking on the te: 
liigh level working group lor tfie ship- of repaying the loans that 
pting industiy, which is looking into 150 crorcs ” According to S 
financial outlays, lequiremeiit of ton- are badly managed comp 
nage (simply put. more ships) they will remain that wi 

toi replacement and htr- The IndlM »liippln* Indiwtiy: bl«* fu^ 

ing recruits “But all this p 
will work out to 
nought,’ says Vasant 
Sheth, chairman of 
Great Eastern Shipping, 
perhaps the only Indian 
company to stay afloat 
m the depression “If 
our people continue to 
go over to the other 
side, we are doomed If 
drastic steps are not 
taken to keep our man¬ 
power here, Indian ship¬ 
ping may come to a 
standstill. What is 
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—) the financial situation 
' gets worse, he says, how 
^ will these companies 
I ; ever match the salaries 
t ! that their foreign coun- 
terparts so readily offer? 
“Let's face it," says 
Sheth “A sailor has to 
I ' decide between lolly and 
'N«i^ security . there are 

3 1 thousands of sailors 
I from all over India who 
I are leaving ’’ 

He argues that it a 

3 J ship is not manned by 
H gootl people. It obvious- 
J ly cannot he well mam- 
I tamed, and this leads to 
huge revenue losses Bc- 
gfiriH sides repair and equip- 
ment breaking down, 
the maikcl today is so 
W^' competitive that getting 
I cargo can sometimes be 
a problem if a ship is 
poorly looked after US 
oil giants such as Shell 
and Esso, toi example, 
often send their lepre- 
scntatives to check out a 
ship before ch.irtering it 
Expeetcdly Indian ships 
are low on then list 


the use of training new peo¬ 
ple'’ They will switch sides in the 
futuic 

Sheth adds that an attendant prob¬ 
lem IS that Indian shipping companies 
are too fragile “Then debt-equity 
latios are extremely high." he says 


Says Gurudutt Kuchin.id a second 
engineer, who wishes to let.iin his 
company’s .monvmity “I lit condi¬ 
tions here are b.id, and f don't have to 
tell vou tli.it the Indian iiii>ee li.is no 
value What 1 do not iindersi.ind is 
this Indian companies pay voe poor- 


“Now with our manpower drifting | Iv. but tfiev chaige tfic same mteina- 
away, the government, 1 feel is |ust ' tion.il (reighi laies The whole system 
adding to their problems by deciding I is screwed up ' lie adds “I am going 
to bail out the sick shipping com- 1 to sail according K'what niv conscien- 
pranics, by taking on the responsibilitv I ce tells me Right now, I do not have 
of repaying the loans that exceed Ks | plans to |oiii .i loreign c.impanv But 
150crorcs ” According to Sheth, these | in the future, wht> knows''" 


are badly managed companies, and 
they will remain that way And if 



:di|L' 




Nobody is sure about the mdustty’s 
future, but they already have an 
I n k 11 ni b o ij t what 
- Kuchinad and seamen 
like ('apt Lele and chief 
officer Kumar think 
Says Sheth, a little 
mournfully “Our floa¬ 
ting manpower is 
floating' away What we 
need to do is throw m a 
hook that is woith its 
weight in doll.irs Only 
; then will the fish bite. 

. Otherwise, we will be 
, sunk—hook, line and 
' ^ i tanker " • 

Godfrey Pereira/ 
Bombay 
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FINANCE 

The money killers 

Mismanagement and terrorists have shattered Pun¬ 
jab’s booming finance companies 


O n cither side of the Grand Trunk 
Road in Amritsar, especially near 
the city’s mam bus terminus, every 
other building has bright satin flags 
flying from the rooftops They proc¬ 
laim names of vanous finance com¬ 
panies— Majitha Firiance Co., 
Prabhat Finance & Investment Ltd, 
Sazda Finance Co., Batala Finance, 
Bhullar Finance, the list goes on. 
What they offer investors is the .same 
thing, quick returns on their money 
The finance business in Punjab be¬ 
gan in 1975, but really took off a de¬ 
cade later, thanks mainly to Rajwans, 
Singh Dhillon, an enterprising Life In-, 
surance Corp employee and the own-- 
er of Prabhat Finance & Investment 
Ltd Dhillon’s scheme was simple If 
someone was to deposit, say a sum of 
Rs 20,000 with Prabhat, he would be 
assured a monthly income of Rs 6(X). 
In addition, he would become the 
company's ‘agent’, in turn getting 
other people to depo.sit Rs 20,000 
each, who would then become agents. 
An ever-mcreasmg network. All a 
person had to do to get out was give 
the company two months notice, and 
he would get back his initial deposit 
plus outstanding interest payments 
No strings attached 
The formula worked 
Within five years, the 
modest business started 
by Prabhat changed the 
complexion of rural in¬ 
vestments in Punjab 
Seeing Dhillon’s suc¬ 
cess, other entrep¬ 
reneurs followed suit, 
and today, there are 128 
registered finance com¬ 
panies in the state In- 
ve.stors poured in, lured 
by easy returns and in¬ 
centives—some took 
home cars, motorcycles 
or music systems, and 
drew more ‘agents’ into 
the trade Prabhat today 
boasts 26,000 ‘em¬ 
ployees’, Sazda 17,(KM) 
and Vfajitha 1.7,000 
And the estimated total 


investment in all the companies is at 
an incredible Rs 1,(MK) crores. In time, 
the finance companies were granted 
licenses to operate in Jammu & Kash¬ 
mir, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and 
Himachal Pradesh, spreading their 
tentacles all over north India. 

The effect m Punjab was the most 
dramatic. Residents of Butakalan vil¬ 
lage in Amritsar district, for example, 
boast that locals have invested more 
than Rs one crore in finance com¬ 
panies The craze was so overpower¬ 
ing that farmers sold their land and 
jewellery to invest in these companies. 
They even took out their fixed de¬ 
posits from banks. Says a Butakalan 
resident, who declines to be identi¬ 
fied: “There are two ration shops but 
ten offices of finance companies 
here.” 

But now, the bubble has burst 

For the people of Butakalan, and 
othci villages and towns of Punjab, 
they would have perhaps been better 
off with more ration shops There is a 
sinister reason. 

I’he authorities realised it too late, 
but it was perhaps natural that along 
with the eager villagers and townspeo¬ 
ple of Punjab, the state’s 
hounded terrorists 
would wake up to the 
presence of finance 
companies. The mili¬ 
tants were desperate to 
somehow take on a re¬ 
spectable garb, and 
these provided ideal 
cover— along with a 
job, companies such as 
Prabhat would also issue 
the ‘agent’ an identity 
card. These became the 
terrorists’ passport to a 
decent, above-the- 
ground life. More im¬ 
portantly, it allowed 
them to go about their 
deadly business with a 
simple trick. Everytime 
identity cards were 
flashed at police check- 
posts or in the presence 


- ;i 



of naka, or raiding parties, they were 
let off. 

Besides an identity scam, terrorists 
could easily deposit their lakhs of 
rupees—if not crores—to procure 
arms with finance companies Banks 
were dangerous, with finance com¬ 
panies, no questions were asked 

T he police got wind of the terrorist- 
financier links towards the end of 
last year. Interrogating arrested ter- 
ronsts provided the first clues. Then, 
identity cards were found on the 
person of a few militants killed in en¬ 
counters with the police, and many 
members of terrorists’ families, when 
they were brought in for questioning 
Some instances' 

• Two top terronsts, Mahal Singh and 
Kulwant “Cashier” Singh, were killed 
in a police encounter last year. Their 
wives weie taken for questioning by 
Batala distnet’s senior superintendent 
of police (SSP) Gobind Ram. Both 


Finance 
companies closing 
down OHild throw 
Pui^jab’s 
employment 
pattern out of 
gear and even 
affect the state’s 
rural economy 
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InvMtors outokto the dosed Prabhet Finance building: duped, 
broke and furious. 


ladies were Prabhat Finance ‘em¬ 
ployees’ 

• On ] February this year, the police 
had an encounter on the Grand Trunk 
Road near Amntsar with three mili¬ 
tants, who were escaping after kidnap¬ 
ping a goldsmith. Two of them were 
killed in the shootout that followed 
The third, Parminder Singh, was car¬ 
rying an identity card issued by the 
NIC Finance Co. 

s Militants had used a young girl as a 
decoy to lure a communist worker, 
Hardev Singh (see Sunday 20-26 
May). Hardev was beheaded by ter¬ 
rorists, but the girl, Jasmit Kaur, was 
later captured by the police. It was 
discovered that she was the secretary 
to the managing director of Amritsar- 
based Rehmat Finance Co. 

TTiere is a problem, besides the ter¬ 
rorists, which has speeded up the col¬ 


lapse of the financing business in Pun¬ 
jab About the same time the police 
was looking into the terrorist angle of 
the business, ‘employees' of numerous 
companies began to complain about | 
malpractices mainly, non-payment of 
dues. Says Sanjiv Gupta, Amritsar's | 
SSP “The buck had to stop some- i 
where." Adds Sarab/it Singh, deputy 
commissioner of Amritsar district 
“These schemes were aimed at ex¬ 
ploiting the unemployed and they suc¬ 
ceeded in doing so " 

T he first to disappear—ironically— 
was Dhillon, ownei of pace¬ 
setting Prabhat Finance A month and 
a half back, the police received intelli¬ 
gence reports that Dhillon was plan¬ 
ning to flee the country. By the time 
they got into the act. Dhillon had 
already closed the shutters of his op¬ 


eration. (Police officials do not admit 
It, but there is speculation that Dhillon 
is presently under illegal detention in 
Amntsar.) 

Everyday since, a crowd of irate 
investors have staged protests outside 
the building they called their ‘office’. 
Some of them had invested as much as 
Rs 50,000-80,000 in Prabhat. “We 
want our money back," screams Sukh- 
dev Singh, an ‘agent’. “If the govern¬ 
ment does not help us we will take 
violent action.” Demands Jaswant 
Singh, another Prabhat ‘agent’: “If 
they (the government) can’t do any¬ 
thing now, they why did they give 
licenses to the companies?’’ 

Prabhat’s closure created a domino 
effect in the market, and owners of 
other finance companies began to go 
underground, both out of fear of ter¬ 
rorist links and fiscal mismanagement. 
The second large company to close 
down was Sazda Many other com¬ 
panies stopped making payments. 
Says one ‘agent’, who declines to be 
identified. “The government does not 
give us jobs . If they don't get us our 
money we too will become terrorists.” 

This is a chilling statement. Says 
Sarabjit Singh, the deputy commis¬ 
sioner “This IS a fiscal offence, and 
the law is helpless because these are 
all voluntary investments However, 
we are hopeful of recovering 50-60 per 
cent of the monies.” He adds that he is 
relieved the business has collapsed be¬ 
fore the harvesting season. Otherwise, 
he says, “villagers might have lost 
hundreds of crores more" in their 
post-harvest, cash-flush euphoria 

However, investors could be in 
deeper trouble, and so could Punjab. 
Government officials say that numer¬ 
ous villagers have “begged and bor¬ 
rowed” money from relatives and 
friends, and now they are afraid to 
return home Moreover, if the lakhs of 
finance company ‘employees’ are all 
out of 'jobs’. It could throw the entire 
state’s employment pattern out of 
gear It could even—though marginal¬ 
ly. say officials—affect Punjab’s rural 
economy 

Gupta, the Amritsar SSP, says one 
way out of the mess could be to seize 
assets and freeze the bank accounts 
held by owners of the finance com¬ 
panies, most of whom are on the run. 
This IS likely to be a long, trying pro¬ 
cess during which the situation could 
detenorate further. Which is a pity, 
really. Punjab, and its people, have 
enough problems on their hands 
already. • 

I Wtu SaHn/Amritaar 
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When Dhirubhai's 
expenditure on 
advertising exceeded a 
certain limit, he started 
Mudra.When his 
engineering expenses 
went up, he took over L 
& T. But why is he 
starting a newspaper? 
The same kind of 
reasoning. 

A rival industrialist on the 
proposed Ambani paper 


■ Advantage 
HTA 

T hat's It, then 

Hindustan Thompson 
Assoaales (HTA) Ltd is 
the undisputed number 
one of the Indian 
advertising industry For 
1989, the company 
chalked up Rs 101 18 
crores in billings, with 
Lintas India coming in 
second with less than Rs 
95 crores. This settles the 
long-standing battle 
between the two 
companies (remember the 
billings war from a year 
ago, when both outfits 



HTA't ^ 'ke Khanna: 
laat W n g tha pack 


claimed the top slot, 
cleverly juggling statistics 
for victory'll This time 
round, HTA billings are 
independent, without its 
subsidiary companies, 
Contract Advertising and 
Indian Public Affairs 
Network chipping in with 
their bilhngs. HTA had 
generally led the pack; it 
was also the first ad 
agency to hit the Rs .50 
i crore mark in the 1986-87 
I financial year Besides an 
1 increasingly fat 
bottomline for 
HT A—more than 
doubling Its billings m a 
couple of years— what is 
really heartening is the 
rapidly increasing 
bottomlmc (oi almost 
all majoi—and 
numerous minor—ad 
firms. Consumerism is 
here to stay, and it can't 
survive without ad 
support. 


■ Citi dining 

C iticorp owns Diners 
Club International 
But in India, the Diners 
operation was always an 
indcoendent—though 
not an entirely 
trouble-free—one Not 
anymore Last week. 
Citibank chief executive 
for India, Jaitirth “Jerry” 
Rao announced that his 
bank was taking over the 
Diners franchise in India, 
and moving its base from 
Bombay to Madras The 
move will add more of a 
punch to the aggressive 
bank’s consumer services 
business, and will give it 
an opportunity to take on 
the competition; ANZ 
Grindlays Bank, for 
instance, already has a 
thriving credit card 
business, with a Visa 


link-up Citibank's 
takeover is complete, 
with the Reserve Bank of 
India nodding a yes to the 
franchise transfer, which 
IS expected to cost the 
bank Rs seven crores 
Along with the credit card 
business comes the 
comfortable Diners Club 
Pvt. Ltd turnover of 
almost Rs 100 crores 



Jarry Rao: tha naw Dinars 
India boss 


The defenders 

I f Uncle Sam doesn’t go 
easy on Super 301, he 
might discover that the 
fizz—-whatever remains, 
that IS—could go out of 
US operations in India 
Especially for PepsiCo 
Inc , with Its much-touted 
j I and much-battered cola, 
j I beverage, wafers and 



Qaorge Bush: will have to 
rethink 301 sanctions 


food processing business 
in India. “ We hope, " 
wrote Pepsi president 
Chnstopher A, Sinclair to 
US trade rejiresentative 
Carla Hills last week, 

“that our government will 
not have to take any 
action under the Super 
301 process (against 
India) .” Sinclair threw 
in the bit about the 
company’s plans to invest 
upto US $ one billion in 
India, saying its project 
would be the biggest 
Indo-US venture. Pepsi 
has Its reason now that 
the project is on. after 
more than five years of 
sweating around New 
Delhi ministries and 
tackling arch-enemies 
Ramesh Chauhan of Parle 
Ltd, Charanjit Singh of 
Pure Dnnks and George 
Fernandes of the big-talk, 
it can hardly nsk losing 
out with the US 
government’s get-tough 
attitude Pepsi is an 
unlikely ally for India, but 
when the game is 
business, it’s an open 
house for friends. 


COMPANY OF THE WEEK 


Tata Tea Ltd 

• It couldn’t have been a better yeat for 
Tata Tea Ltd Sales have increased by Rs 
70 crores in the year-ended March 1990, 
over the past year. And profits have more 
than doubled to Rs 41.49 crores. The 
company is taking over Consolidated 
Coffee Ltd, a cash-nch Bangalore-based 
i company (final government approval is awaited) and has a 
I hand in the deal of the year: the Rs 3,000 crore Haldia 
i Petrochemicals Ltd, which the Darbari Seth-managed 
I company will oversee. For the moment, Seth, and Tata 
!' Tea, are on what seems like a never-ending upward swing. 



I 
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CIVIL AVIATION 


The chaos continues 


The Bangalore A320 crash was just the beginning of Indian 


A ftci nKiiiths i'>f delibera¬ 
tion, the g()veinnient ha'' 
finally decided to lease 
out the remaining 14 Indi¬ 
an Airlines (lA) Airbus 
A32bs it grounded, following the crash 
at Bangalore on 14 February The 
government has also decided to sell off 
foui more A32()s awaiting delivery at 
Airbus Industiie headquaiters at 
Toulouse, France. But the move, in¬ 
stead of resolving a crisis, has merely 
.spawned one 

Preliminary enquiry reports have 
shown that pilot error, and not aircraft 
defects, led to the crash which killed 
92 people. IA officials accept this 
truth, so do civil aviation authorities, 
and reportedly, even Union civil avia¬ 
tion minister Arif Mohammad Khan. 
But inexplicably, say senior govern¬ 
ment officials. Prime Minister V P 
Singh insists on getting the aircraft out 
of lA’s hair. 


Airlines ’ problems 

A final verdict on the ciash is 
expected within six months, when an 
enquiry conducted by a Karnataka 
High Court judge completes its inves¬ 
tigations But the fact is that m the 
meantime, IA—and its passengers — 
are in big trouble with the A32(ls out 
of circulation The airline has been 
losing Rs 2 .S crores a week in revenue 
ever since the planes were grounded 
(Rs .37 crores as of last week) 
Stalling the planes has also meant that 
the airline has 30 per cent less seating 
capacity io offei, taking it back to its 
1982-83 level of operations Now, lA 
tlies 22,tK)() passengers a day, as 
against 29,5(KJ before the ciash 

And so, lA officials rush about— 
though reluctantly—doing the govern¬ 
ment’s bidding, looking into the possi¬ 
bility of leasing aircraft to buttress its 
depleted fleet. At present, lA has 11 
Airbus A.3()0s ana 24 Boeing 737s 
Under normal circumstances, the an ■ 


line had planned to begin phasing out 
the 737s from June 

"7’he Boeings are old,” says a senior 
lA official, “Wc should be replacing 
them " He says the airline is searching 
foi A.JOOs and 737s as the pilots are 
already “familial” with these aircraft 
Howevci, lA mav find that it is easier 
to get rid of planes than bring some in, 
with a very tight international market 
where the waiting list for new aircialt 
extends to the end of the decade And 
leased ones in good condition are 
tough to come by—everybody wants 
them 

lA’s woes have probably aided 
feeder airline Vayudoot Ltd’s surviv¬ 
al The country’s thud-level carrier 
launched its New Delhi-Bangalore 
service last fortnight, and more trunk 
routes are expected to follow The 
common industiy perception is that 
Vayudoot would never have been 
allowed to step into lA’s major re- 
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venue-earning routes if the A320s 
were still flying. Vayudoot is operat¬ 
ing an old, leased Boeing 727 on the 
sector Stuck with passenger pressure, 
the government probably had no other 
option—at least short-term—but to let 
Vayudoot m The recently introduced 
air taxi services are unlikely to east 
the capacity crisis 

I n this background, the gincrn- 
ment's action--or inaction, 
perhapy—IS even more pii//ling At a 
time when lA needs ('lanes most, it is 
checking its giowth Moreover, lA 
still has to take delivery of 12 A.32()s, 
an option it firmed up lust year, and 
the government is as silent on that 
issue as the lest of the A320 imbiog- 
lio. Civil aviation authorities say that 
there is absolutely no way the govern¬ 
ment, can wriggle out of the Rs 
2,000 crore-plus deal, as the contract 
IS final 


HAJESH KlIMAII 



CM! aviation mh^ter Arif Mohammad 
Khan 


The deal is all that the government 
can talk about, really, blaming the 
past administration for misdeeds to 
cover its impulsive decision to ground 
the A32(i aircraft In 1985, the civil 
aviation ministry suddenly—and inex¬ 
plicably—withdrew an ordei with 
Boeing Commercial Airplane Co. (lA 
had even deposited US $9,(H),I)(K) as a 
refundable advance with Boeing) for 
its new geneiation 757 aircraft and 
instead switched preferences to the 
A320 This move went against recom¬ 
mendations made by the Dilbagh 
Singh ( ommittce in 1983, which had 
suggested the 7‘'7 tor I A’s fleet expan¬ 
sion. 'fhe decision to go in for the 
A320 was strange, as the Boeings were 
ready for delivery Iri'ni 1985 but the 


A32()s only stalled (oining lA last 
year The lour yeai delay cost the 
airline Rs 5IKt crores for leasing planes 
to fill the gap 

The ( entral Bureau of Investigation 
is investigating the deal In a first 
information report (FIR) filed by it, 
the agency names the then civil avia¬ 
tion sectetary S.S Sidhu, IA manag¬ 
ing director Kamini Chadha, deputy 
managing director B K Bhasin, plan¬ 
ning chief Raghimandan Prasad (who 
later became MD. and resigned after 
the Bangalore crash), along with a 
host of ofher government officials. 
Airbus Industrie and International 
Aero F.ngine (the consortium which 
manufactures the A32(K’V25(K) series 
engines) directors have also been 
named in the FIR All the accused 
have been charged with cheating, 
bribery and “corrupt practices" 

But the deal, however murky it may 
be, did not cause the Bangalore crash 


The government is 
blaming the previous 
regime for misdeeds to 
cover its impulsive 
decision to ground the 
A320 aircraft. This 
deal is all that the 
government can talk 
about, really 


I A's position today could have been 
entirely avoided, argue aviation ex¬ 
perts. placing the blame squarely on 
the government Twelve international 
airlines, including British Airways, 
West Oermany’s Lufthansa and US 
earner Northwest Airlines fly A320s 
Lufthansa has repotted “exceptional” 
reliability with the planes, and so has 
Northwest, despite a complaint it filed 
last fortnight with US civtl aviation 
authorities, citing possible “malfunc¬ 
tion" m Its A320s' flight control sys¬ 
tems. But the point is that it has not 
stopped flying them 

Officials of the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) echo this 
sentiment “Incidental snags are a part 
of every plane's life," says a senior 


official. “The misinformation (about 
IA's A32()s being unsafe) has caused 
confusion m the minds of the public 
After all, international airlines have 
been flying the A320 without any 
noticeable problem " Officials also 
add that the DGCA has not with¬ 
drawn the A320's airworthiness cer¬ 
tificate. In fact, the directorate's in¬ 
spector of accidents, Satyendra Singh, 
has submitted to the enquiry panel 
that the crash, “in all probability”, was 
due to pilot error 

But officials hasten to clarify their 
stand “Our role is not to go on a fault 
finding mission," says a DGCA offi¬ 
cial “If selection ol a particulai alti¬ 
tude IS the reason for the crash, then 
that can also be an indication that 
there is something wrong with the 
(aircraft's) design To put it simp'v, if 
there is room for human error, then 
there also must be room for improve¬ 
ment in design " 



Prim* MMstAT V.P. Singh 


Granted, but the comment seems 
like a weak retraction of the DGCA’s 
stand. Considering its officials, along 
with numerous international aviation 
experts, point out that the A320 is the 
most sophisticated commercial aircraft 
in the world. Brushing aside criticism 
that Its fully computerised, “fly-by- 
wire" technology is not tested enough, 
they say that the technology is at least 
18 years old, long used in fighter 
aircraft such as US aerospace com¬ 
pany General Dynamics’ F-16. Adds 
an Indian Air Force officer; “Military 
aircraft need more precision, more 
exactitude and a far greater degree of 
accuracy than a civilian plane. Fly-by- 
wire technology is proven, tested and 
reliable " He should know—in the 
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event of an Indo-Pak war, he could 
come face-to-face with a Pakistan Air 
Force F-16 

G iving the A.320 a clean chit, ex¬ 
perts are now questioning the 
training of IA pilots Flight Interna¬ 
tional, a respected industry 
magazine, cited Airbus 
Industrie training re¬ 
ports to make its point 
S S (looujkar, the com- 
mandci of the doomed 
IA A32(l. had a good 
ti.lining report hut his 
instructors also noted 
that his use ol the L'lec- 
front C'entialiscd Air¬ 
craft Moiiitoi needed to 
be impioved Ihe repoit 
said that “he sometimes 
foigets check lists" The 
Clashed plane also had a 
scniiu check-pilot on 
bo,ird. (' f'ernandez 
His mstruclois, in turn, 
noted in Ninembei 
IdKh. that he made 
n u m e I o u s small 
errors .md omissions 
with the Flight Manage¬ 
ment and Guidance Sys¬ 
tem and had mishand¬ 
led the (engine) thuist 
levers and the aiicraft 
until the aircralt had 
stalled" An excerpt ol 
the magazine article 
reads " The (Banga¬ 
lore) accident report 
suggests the misuse of 
the flight's auto system 
and late recognition oT 
the conscqucnc'cs " 

■While lA officials 
deny that its pilots were 
given “incomplete train¬ 
ing". DGCA officials 
sav that India is still 
unfamiliar with the 
A.32()’s sophisticated 
technology ,Says a 
senioi DGCA official 
"Computer technology 
IS only now spreading in 
the country. While the 
same six weeks of train- 
ning (to handle the A320) might be 
okay for engineers and pilots of more 
developed countries, it might be in¬ 
sufficient for us. The base on which 
the training has been imparted is 
totally insufficient " He adds. “Some 
160 pilots were trained All people are 
not of equal intelligence. It depends 
on the individual and his capacity for 
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absorption ” 

Pilot error, coupled with the fact 
that the A320, besides using state-of- 
the-art technology, is also 40 per cent 
more fuel efficient than most commer¬ 
cial aircraft flying today, makes the 
government’s attitude regarding these 
planes even more incomprehensible 


Germany's Lufthansa 
and US carrier 
Northwest Airlines, fly 
A320s. Lufthansa has 
reported ^^exceptional” 
rriiiyi)ility with the {dsuies 


Detractors of the aircraft have often 
said that lA purchased the planes 
when It was more or less on the 
drawing boards But that was true of 
the A3(M) also, the aircraft that has 
served the airline so well for more 
than a decade Says an IA official' 
“Five years from now—if the Banga- 
alorc Clash had not 
occurred— we would 
have piubably been pat¬ 
ted on oui backs for j 
getting into such a good 
ileal (with the A32()s) 
Adds .1 DGC A offi¬ 
cial "We got the planes 
at a \’erv good price 
Now. we are going and 
selling the planes foi 
which there is such a 
tremendous demand " 
retmmg the entire A320 
episode as "lust so much 
hnnihalid". he points 
out that one charge 
levelled at the A.^2() was 
that Its computers could 
not be maintained in a 
hot and dusty country 
like India "This is non¬ 
sense," he says "Au¬ 
stralia is using eight 
A32()s (living with 
Ansett Airlines), five 
are being flown by 
Northwest in D.illas 
(Texas) All these places 
are as hot and dusty as 
India " He adds that the 
plane's computers aie 
r.iled to ope I ate .it 55 
degiees Celsius, .i level 
that IS unlikely to be 
leached anywhere, cer- 
t.iinlv not India 

The chaos continues 
Ihe goveinmenl is run¬ 
ning out of arguments to 
defend its giounding of 
lA’s A3.2() fleet Actual¬ 
ly. It has already run out 
of them Perhaps, that is 
why the Ra|a and his 
men are keeping very 
quiet, and s i d e - 
stepping—at least offi¬ 
cially—every ques¬ 
tion about the plane that is 
thrown at them But the government 
has to think about resolving lA's 
crisis, and soon There is not much 
more that the airline’s patrons can 
take-—flying lA is back to being a 
nightmare • 

MkiuJaln/New IMhI with Sudemp 
Chaknvarti 
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Com munication gap 

Agitating officers paralyse telecom systems in West Bengal 


Spiawlecl in the torn- 
dors ot ('akuUa's 
Telephone Bh.ivan 
were hundreds ol 
leletorn olficets on a 
ihiee-dav hun(jer- 
siriki’ (hen slippers 
litteiini; the floor 
( .ilciitl.i's telecom 
services, chant\ at the best of times, 
W'ere on the brink ot tornplete break¬ 
down ()\ei .■'O.OOO telephones were 
dc.id the taking telcpiintei and telex 
niiichmts l.i\ silent computei termin¬ 
als 111 .inliiK and railwav lescrvation 
ccninteis anti in newspaper otlicfs, 
blank (hi 24 Mas, I altuila’s central 
nervous system had short-tircuited 
"Mt'ic telephones will go dead iitter a 
lew pie monsoon showers, ' warned 
Airiil (rupl 1 a lumt'i teletom officer 
With f a\ machines anti STD lines also 
not wc'ikmg, the state remained cut 
olt (lom the world 

Like (iupia, over 2„‘i()() membeis ol 
the lunioi leleeom Officers Associa¬ 
tion (JTOA) and the Telecom En¬ 
gineering Seivites Association 
( IT SA) began an “mdefimte work-to- 
iiile" (anolhei euphemism tor go-slow 
opeiations) till then demands w'cie 
met When telecom olfiteis fust pie- 
senletl then chattel ol tiemands m 
lanuarv LfSH, senioi officials were 
politels tlisinissive ‘The hurra sahibs 
loinetf 111 senior pt'sitnms fiotn the 
l)PS( cadre and t|uiekl> skyrocketed 
to the top, but we sttignate for de- 
e.itlcs, ' a telecom emiilovee legrettecl 
,Uiiiioi telecom otliceis, assistant and 
divisional engineeis,.ire piomoted af- 
tci ,1 deeatle of friislralion, he atldetl 
Aflei heatcil tiistussions a few 
months ago, the leleeom ( ommission 
Im.illv agieed to create moie scniot 
posts piovide special increments foi 
oIIkcis with higher qualili'.ations and 
to ijuitklv piomotc lunior officers 
lilt'll, liiiantial problems foiced the 
leleeom ( ommission to renege on its 
piomiscs and the officers thicalcned 
to launch a protest movement on b 
,'\piil 1 \111 last-ditch tliscussions with 
Sam Pitroda, chairman. Telecom 
Commission, failed to avert a show¬ 
down "Pitroda said that he could 
meet a few demands, but the person¬ 



nel and finance departments were 
creating trouble,” said Gupta 

If the stir continues, the city’s tele¬ 
phone system, a "national disgrace" 
actoidiiigtoK PUiimkiishnan who was 
the union telecommunications mims- 
tci till lecentlv, will oiilv edge towaids ' 
pdirilysis Over a thousand telephones } 
lapse into silence every day, A K j 
Sanyal, chief generil managet of t'.il- 
cutta Telephones said lecently "With 
the woik-to-iule, there will be delays 
in repairs," admit the disaflecteii olfit- 
ers who aie ntirmallv entrusted with 
repaiimg the citv s amit|uatcd net- 
woiks 

t'alcuttd's telephones, the wtirsl in 
the country according to Linnikrish- 
iian. .ire vulnciablc duiing the mon¬ 
soons since many c.ibles lack water¬ 
proof coverings Reckless ( aliutta 
Municipal (oipoi.ition icp.iirmen 
who hack .it iindcigroimd c.ibles while 
digging up road siiitace and the Metro 
Railway workers have caused m.iioi 
disruptions ( .ilciilt.i s cable thieves 
aie .1 unique men.icc In Augiist- 
Septcmbei over one lakh lines includ¬ 
ing those at the .iimy's l-.asiciii ( oni- 
mand hc.iciqu.iiteis and at m.i)oi hos¬ 
pitals in south C.ilcutta went dead 
when thieves iippccl out tcTcphone 
cables liom three undcrgioiind ducts 


in the Maidan "This 
doesn’t happen m any 
other part of the coun¬ 
try a total ol 12 ex¬ 
changes were affected 
lor SIX days " .i senior 
official said In disgust 
and dcsiicration a con- 
suniei orgams.itioii pci- 
formecl \raddh ceie- 
monies lor .i few tele¬ 
phones some time ago in 
the city stiecis 

Ciiblc thefts, lament 
senior telecom officials, 
.lie impossible to pic- 
veiil "Such under¬ 
ground ducts aic located 
all ovei the city It is 
impossible ftu us oi lor 
the police to paliol these 
aretis oi kee() a guaid 
posted there." said one- 
off ici.il .And. as telecom 
engineers also have to 
repair such lines 



quite frequently, the ducts cannot be 
permanently sealed 

Metro Railway workers, digging 
their vv.iy through .i hodge-podge of 
water, sewage pipes, telephone 
cables and other wires, often cause 


Insured spirits 

The CBI exposes a Rs one-crore fraud 

H is brashness gave him away. to cash in on it. Singh took out 

When Krishna Singh filed a three personal accident policies in 

complaint with the CBI against an her name, with three subsidiaries 

insurance company, he was not of General Insurance Corporation, 

expecting to be nabbed by them. between 1 and 6 March 1985. And 

But nabbed he was. on grounds of on 13 March, Maheswari died on 

trying to cheat government insur- paper. 

aneje companies of Rs one crore. The cause of her death. 

This huge sum involved several apparently, was a fall from the 

cases of insurance fraud—relating roof. A first medical officer of 

to his dead mother-in-law and a Arwal and a sub-inspector of the 

non-existent brother Singh’s Arwal police station, Mahendra 

mother-in-law, Maheswari ttevi, Pra.sad Singh, were bribed into 

had died in February 1985. Quick producing fake death certificate 
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disruptions But as Metro work in 
South Calcutta is laigely complete, 
telephone officials aie worried about 
the fate of the cables in the city's 
northern parts 

Consumers also allege that the Tele¬ 
phone Bhavan’s computers have not 


Other telephone users have similar 
complaints Most of them are helpless 
because consumer redrcssal courts arc 
ineflective Also, bills, however hefty, 
have to be settled befoic any argu¬ 
ments are entertained 

But Calcuttans can now 
dare to hope Two 
public seetoi oiganisa- 
tions—1 elccommunica- 
tion Consultants India 
I.id (TCI!.) and Hindus¬ 
tan Cables Ltd will pn>- 
vide new ct|uipment 
while over a lakh new 
telephone lines will be 
available in the tieai fu¬ 
ture Meanwhile, <i Rs 
l5(l-erore joint piojctt 
b;, the West Bengal 
b.lectionics Industry De¬ 
velopment C'orporation 
and the Indian Tele¬ 
phone Industry foi 
manufacturing 
telephones every year at 
the Salt Lake Industiial 
complex in C.'alcntta is 
on the anvil But, at the 
mo.ment. Calcuttans are 
resigned to yeais of 
cross-connections, 
wrong numbers and 
astionomical bills even 
when their telephones 
arc dead It will be 
years before telephone services m 
the cil\ actualU im|5iove Fill then, 
the hatasseci consumers will have to 
dial and hope for the best • 
Srin/oy Chowdhury/Cmicutta 



Hunger striks by tetecom officurs: stagnating 
for decades 


learnt to add oi subtract “Mv tele¬ 
phone was disconnected because I 
refused to pay a telephone bill that 
was cleaily exhorbitant, ’ says Annada 
Shankar Ray, the well-known author 


and police papers. In fact, Singh’s 
two brothers-in-law, Babban Pra¬ 
sad Singh, a constable with the 
CRPF, and Yogendra Prasad 
Mehta, a government official, were 
also involved in the fraud. Howev¬ 
er, when the insurance company 
grew suspicious. Singh started 
pressurizing them through MPs and 
also lodged a complaint with the 
CBI against the company. 

Stirred into action, the CBI un¬ 
earthed documents proving that 
Maheswari had died before she was 
insured, and got confessions from 
the doctor and the police officer 
who had produced the fake death 
papers. A private detective, T.K. 
Chatterjec, helped in the invcstip- 
fion. 


But Chatterjee was not satisfied 
with this. He suspected more. And 
mainly due to his efforts, it was 
discovered that Krishna Singh had 
also insured an imaginary brother. 
Anil Singh, for 55 mhs and had 
shown fabricated records ■ 

And, as if that was not enough, it 
was further discovered that this 
smart Alec had even faked his own 
papers. No, he wasn’t passing him¬ 
self off as dead, but only as a civil 
engineer 

'ftje CBI had registered cases 
(nos. RC 19/5/88 and RC 26/5/89) 
earlier. They hkve Singh now. His 
father-in-law and brother-in-law 
are also in police custody. The fate 
of this flamboyant fraud now rests 
with the court. • 
tait hmd f mrQi^ tm/Pmina 


On shaky 
grounds 

Dissidents might bring 
down the Congress (I) 
government of 
Gegong Apang 

After Nugaland 
what’’ Possibly Aru- 1 
nachal Pradesh The : 
Congrcss(I) govern- I 
mcnl of this frontier | 
state, headed by | 
chief minister I 
Ciegong Apang, i,s | 
precariously poised I 
and could come sliding down any day j 
At least a dozen Independent MLAs | 
who were supporting Apang’s regime ; 
in the state Assembly, have severed ' 
their link with the ruling party uiid i 
have formed a new bloc Fhe situation 
within the Congress!I) legislatiite Par- , 
ty IS also in no way assunng lor ! 
Apang Some senior parts leaders ' 
have criticised the chief minister’s I 



“autocratic" style of functioning and 
could strike at the opportune moment 
Apang is more than aware that he is 
resting on a loose rock And, interes¬ 
tingly, he has chosen to approach i 
Prime Minister V P. Singh to bail him 
out of trouble instead o( his own party 
president, Rajiv Gandhi According 
to Congress(I) sources in the state 
capital, Itanagar, Apang has been 
maintaining contacts with V.P Singh 
and Deputy Prime Minister Devi Lai. 
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JMShu bains opwatad om a major fwrt 


Born again 


Doctors at the AllMS repair multiple defects in a 
newborn baby's heart 


j Ap.ini; iipparcntly believes that the 
’ tuo Janata Dal leaders will keep him 
saiklled in powei it he chooses to 
i switch allegiiincc 

Accoriling to some tibscrveis, 
: Apang enioys the support of about 15 
; to 20 MLAs out of the 36 Congress! 1) 
legislators The rest are .iligned with 
Apang s opponents such as finance 
ministei R H Khirmey, industries 
ministei KC Raikumai. state 
Congiess(I) chief Omen Deon and 
former chief minister P K thungon 
There are 12 Janata Dal niembeis iii 
the House besides IJ Independents, 
and the Apang regime could be 
brought down it 12 ( ongress(l) MLAs 
were to withdraw their support to the 
government 

F-oriunatelv lor Apang, his oppo¬ 
nents are yet to form a |oint front 
against him Hut disturbing reports 
reaching the ('ongress(I) leadership in 
the north-east suggest that both 
Apang and rhungon are vying with 
each othei to secure V P .Singh's 
support by throwing partv loyalty to 
the wind 

I'he Janata Dal, tor its pait, has 
expressed the hope that it will be able 
to provide an alternative to the pre¬ 
sent regime The parly has appealed 
to all "conscientious" elements within 
the Congress! I) to follow in the foot¬ 
steps of their counterparts m (Soa, 
Meghalaya and Nagaland, where dissi¬ 
dent Congiesstl) leaders were in¬ 
strumental in bringing down the Con¬ 
gress! I) governments in those states 


What worries the 
state Congress(l) is 
the party high 
command’s lack of 
interest in the affairs 
of the party’s state 
unit 



I lurthermore, what worries the 
state's C'ongre.ssfl) rank and file is the 
partv high command's apparent lack 
of interest in the affairs of the party’s 
I state unit They teel that the only way 
! to prevent the tall of the Congress(I) 
I government in the slate is by ensuring 
I close cooperation between the senior 
leaders oi the party in the stale But 
that possibilitv seems to he receding 
every day and the Apang regime’s 
future IS becoming increasingly uncer¬ 
tain. • 

J?ab(/W Chowdhury/ltanMgmr 
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It was a unique event 
that did India proud 
A team ot surgeons 
at the caidio-thoiacic 
and vascular surgery 
(CTV,S) department 
of New Delhi’s All 
India Institute of 
Medical Sciences 
! AIIMS) took seyen hours to plug two 
holes and switch blood vessels in the 
heart ol a weak, 55-day old baby 
weighing 2 4 kg who wouldn't have 
lived very long 

Jeeshii was born to Kamlesh and 
Kishan Kumar Arora, farmers m His- 
sar, Haryana, at their home on 21 
March When he was brought to the 
hospital’s emergency ward on 25 
April, his lips, nails and tongue were 
blue. His parents knew he was in 
trouble, but they didn’t know why All 
they could tell the doctors, between 
sobs, was that Jeeshu had difficulty in 
breathing ever since he was born 
The baby’s struggle for life had 
begun Doctors diagnosed his com¬ 
plaint as the “blue baby syndrome’’ 
and admitted him into the paediatric 
ward of the hospital Further inves¬ 
tigations levealed that he was suffer¬ 
ing from two congenital heart defects 
called ventricular septal defect 
(VSD) and transposition of great 
arteries (TGA) The VSD indicated 
that there were two holes in the wall 


separating the ventricles, and the 
ICiA meant that the pulmonary 
artery, which cariies deoxygenated 
J (impuie) blood, was leading out ot the 
right venliiclc tmstead ot the left 
ventricle) and the aorta, which carries 
oxygenated tpure) blood, was coming 
out of the left ventricle (instead of the 
right) The baby’s pure and impure 
blood were mixing up as <i result This 
accounted lor the “bluish ” eflect 
Once the doctors had decided to 
operate on the baby on 15 May—a 
rare decision in view of the enormous 
cost to the institute-—-they prepared 
for the marathon heart surgery The 
operation took seven gruelling hours 
and was a neive-racking process A 
team of 15 doctors, surgeons, a.ssis- 
tants, nurses and helpers, headed by 
Dr I M Rao, Dr K S Aiycr and the 
anaesthetist. Dr Praveen Kalia, got to 
wotk on the baby in the morning 
Jeeshu was cleaned up and given 
anaesthesia at 9 am The actual opera¬ 
tion started an hour later The baby’s 
rib cage was cut with an electronic 
cutting machine, and then the layer of 
muscle The heart was exposed As 
soon as the incision machine touched 
the heart, the artificial heart-lung 
machine which had been connected to 
the baby, was activated 

“Normally," says an AIIMS spokes- 
j man. “the work on the heart takes an 
hour or so. but in this case it took four 
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Far to go 


Chakma refugees decide to return only after 
the CHT is demilitarised 


“ hours.” Considering that Jeeshu was a 
weak baby .weighing only 2 4kg on his 
55th day, the operation was doubly 
difficult. It was done in two stages. 
First, the holes in the wall separating 
the ventricles were closed with tissue 
from another part of the body 
Second, the pulmonary artery and the 
aorta were severed at their junctions 
with the heart and transposed By the 
time the operation was over, it was 
5.15 p.m 

"He’s doing fine now.” Dr Aiyer 
said about his unusual patient 45 hours 
aftei the operation was over The 
baby was under an artificial respirator 
in the intensive care unit (ICU) at 
the time of writing Jeeshu’s breathing 
seemed to have improved, and the 
doctors hoped to move him out of the 
ICU soon The doctors believe he will 
be fit enough to be discharged within 
20 days. 

According to the New England 
lournal of Meduine, out of every 
4.000 live births, one such case is 
reported And the chances of such a 
baby surviving without special care 
•md special surgery are very poor 
I’he journal says that 55 per cent ol 
such babies would die within one 
month and 05 per cent within one 
year “Operations on such babies arc 
done abioad on a regular basis, but 
never has one been done m India,” 
savs the AIIMS spokesman 

I'he operation is obviously expen¬ 
sive Says the spokesman’ “The drugs 
and other items that we have to 
purchase from the market cosl about 
Rs 15,0(XJ, which we usually recover 
from the patient. But we don’t charge 
him for anything else because we are a 
government establishment ” The ma¬ 
jor cost has to be borne by the 
government Only one other hospital 
in the country—the Madras Mission 
Hospital—has the equipment to per¬ 
form similar surgery “But there it 
would be ten times more expensive,” 
says the AIIMS spokesman The hos¬ 
pital now plans to develop its paediat¬ 
ric cardio-thoracic and vascular 
surgery facility “to help the poor” 
because of the large number of cases it 
IS receiving of children born with heart 
conditions. 

Jeeshu is the first beneficiary of the 
scheme. When he grows up to under¬ 
stand medicine and heart surgery, he 
will probably realise that he was not 
born in Hissar, but under strobclights 
in an AIIMS operation theatre, at the 
hands of some of the country’s best 
doctors • 

NlrmMlMHn/N0wO«»ti 


The problem of the 
refugees from the 
Chittagong Hill 
Tracts (CHT). who 
have taken shelter m 
India, IS proving to 
be more intractable 
than the government 
of Bangladesh had 
expected it to be Last month, a 
Bangladeshi delegation came to Tri¬ 
pura to hold talks with 
Indian officials and lead¬ 
ers ol the refugees to 
woo the C’hakmas back 
to Bangladesh But the 
attempt proved lutile 
The C’hakmas fled the 
C H i" after Dhaka began 
settling Muslims in the 
aiea and the .Slianti 
Bahini, a guenilla outfit 
of the (ha k mas, 
opposed the m o v e 
fiercely By the end of 
1987, over 65,()()() tribes¬ 
men fled the battle- 
scarred mountains and 
entered India 
To arrive at a solu¬ 
tion, the government of 
Bangladesh began a dia¬ 
logue 

with the Bahini in July 1987, but 
President H M Ershad called off the 
negotiations after 14 months of fruit¬ 
less talks. Ershad later brought three 
Bills in the national Parliament, grant¬ 
ing a measure of autonomy to three 
CHT districts and announced polls to 
the district councils. 

The polls, held last June,,were mar¬ 
red by widespread violence lesorted to 
by the Shanti Bahmi, which opposed 
the government's move In the after- 
math of the elections, the district 
councils failed to function and re¬ 
mained hamstrung without the ability 
to run its writ in the troubled hills So, 
before long, Dhaka realised that 
there could be no peace m the CHT 
unless the government arrived at an 
understanding with the Shanti Bahini 
On 10 May, a delegation of Bang¬ 
ladeshi officials, led by Muheed 
Chowdhury, held meetings with Indi¬ 
an officials and leaders of the Chakma 


refugees at lalaiiban, in Tripura, in 
their effort to woo the tribesmen back 
to Bangladesh But the t.ilks tailed, as 
the Chakma leadcis mailc it clear that 
they were not willing to go back unless 
the Bangladesh government arrived at 
a durable settlement with the Shanti 
Bahini and the CHT was demilita- 
iised 

Muheed Choudhury described the 
attitude of the refugees as “adamant”. 


but told newsmen thai Ins government 
was picpared to explore .ill ways of 
solving the piobicm to the extent of 
resuming the dialogue with the Shanti 
Bahim 

The Bahini, however, is not enthu¬ 
siastic about Dhaka's latest overtuies. 
”'I hey just want the lefugees to return 
so that Bangladesh is spared the 
adverse jiublicity that affects its fore¬ 
ign ties with nations that insist on 
linking aid with human rights re¬ 
cords ’■ 

The Bahim guerrillas have been 
striking hard whenever they get the 
opportunity and over .10 people have 
been killed m the CHT in the past two 
months But if Dhaka succeeds in 
convincing the Bahini that, this time. 
It means business and is prepared to 
give and take, there will be reason to 
believe that there is light at the end of 
the tunnel. • 

SiMr Bhowmkk/AgartalM 
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Sudden death 


Peace moves are jeopardised as a PLA 
moderate is gunned down by the extremists 


Rajcc Maiipang the 
young commander- 
in-chief o( the power¬ 
ful insurgent group, 
the People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army (PLA). 
did not know that 
MANIPUK death was near On 
the morning of 11 
May, he was out taking a leisurely ride 
on his bicycle, when he was killed by 
his own compatriots m an Imphal sub¬ 
urb Rajee c.irried a reward of Rs 
.5(),(KM1 on his head, but 
I he was never in the hit- 
|list of the security 
1 forces For, Rajee was a 
j moderate, who wished 
I to wrap up the decades- 
! old insurgency in Man¬ 
ipur by holding talks 
with the government. In 
fact, Rajee had returned 
to Imphal after chief 
minister (CM) R K 
Ranbir Singh declared 
his readiness to hold 
talks and anntninced 
amnesty 

But Rajee's luck had 
run out The hardliners 
within the PLA did not 
take kindly to Rajee’s 
hobnobbing with the 
CM's envoys. On 11 May. Rajee was 
gunned down in Singjamei at 11 am, 
when the locality was humming with 
activity The assailants, who came in a 
two-wheeler, accosted the 30-year-old 
commander and fired five roi.nds at 
I him Rajee died on the .spot 
I Rajec s killing marked yet another 
I gory chapter in the periodic feuds m 
' the .seemingly monolithic command 
structure of the 14-year old PLA It 
I was m Siiigjamei that guerrillas loyal 
I to Hishesw.ir Singh, a fabled PI A 
; leadei siuii dead Sudhir Kumai. who 
pioiieeii'll militant secessiomsm in the 
I Imphal v,ille\ In another incident, 
Bed.imoni, an 111 (Industrial Training 
Institute) dropout, was gunned down 
at Uripok in downtown Imphal. when 
i a battle for succession to the PLA 
chiefs fiost eiupTed after Bisheswar 
Singh was arresii d bv the army in July 
1981 


Rajee’s death has come as a set¬ 
back to Ranbir Singh’s efforts to begin 
talks with the insurgents The six- 
party United Front (UF) had prom¬ 
ised to bring peace in Manipur in its 
election manifesto Ranbir Singh sent 
feelers to the insurgent leaders 
through his chosen intermediaries 
soon after he assumed office. 

At first. Rajee was not keen on 
holding talks, as the arrest of his men¬ 
tor, Khaidcm Manikanta, rankled the 
PLA leaders Manikanta, the fourth 


I Ojha (leadei) of the PLA, had swal¬ 
lowed the bait of the peace talks and 
I came overground in earlv 1989 from 
his hideout m West Burma to negoti¬ 
ate with the former Congress(I) CM 
Joychandra Singh, But Tompok 
Singh, Joychandra’s bele noire, who 
doggedly opposed the peace initiative, 
threw a spanner m the works by get- | 
ting Manikanta arrested by the Assam j 
Rifles (over which the Manipur gov- | 
ernment does not have control) in 
March 1^89 

Rajee, a college diopout, however, 
chose to respond to the present CM's 
overtures Though Ranabir Singh le- 
fused to divulge the progress of the 
peace negotiations. SuNnAv learned 
that Rajee and Manikanta (now 
lodged in an Imphal jail) insisted on a 
few preconditions. First, they insisted 
that the man: negotiations be held 
with the Centre and wanted the Man¬ 


ipur government to play a mediatory 
role only. Secondly, they ruled out the 
possibility of the PLA surrendering 
arms till the parleys bore fruit Third¬ 
ly they wanted the other insurgent 
groups to be invited to the talks at the 
jx'nultimate stage 

'File assassination of Rajee is 
obviously meant to convey to Ranbir 
Singh that the hardcore elements 
among the 15()-strong PLA are now 
calling the shots, and they are deter¬ 
mined to keep the embers of insurgen¬ 
cy burning One such element told 
Si'NiiAS at a hideout at I’hongzu near 
I Smgjamer “New Delhi wants to keep 
the Meileis (the dominant community 
in the state) under its thumb” 

The intelligence agencies suspect 
that the killing of Rajee was master¬ 
minded by Bhorot Singh, who is 
emerging as the spokesman of the 
moic militant sections 
within the PLA He has 
about 80 armed follow¬ 
ers scatteicd in the val¬ 
ley I he expatriate 
gioujrs of the PLA—one 
led by M Praveeii Shar- 
ma alias k.ala and the 
othci by Nganthoi Singh 
and S Phalgum—have 
reportedly thrown their 
lot with the anti-Rajee 
hawks Praveen Sharma 
has opened a joint com¬ 
mand with the Naga 
gucirillas, led by 
Muis’ah, at Pangmi 
area, in the Kachm terri¬ 
tory of Burma He has 
40 armed insurgents 
with him Another 60- 
member PLA group, now in five 
training camps m Sylhet district, in 
Bangladesh, is also likely to infiltrate 
into the state. 

The authorities are also worried by 
the groundswell of popular sympathy 
for the PLA. In mid-April, the PLA 
built a memonal for their dead col¬ 
leagues at Cheiraoching near Imphal, 
and hundreds of people, mostly 
women and children m their tradition¬ 
al mourning dress, took part m a silent 
procession. A step-up m the insurgen¬ 
cy IS the last thing that Ranbir Singh 
would like to see happen under his 
rule, as any knee-jerk repnsal against 
the PLA IS bound to erode his govern¬ 
ment’s popularity. 

Said a senior police officer grimly: 
“The countdown to the troubled times 
seems to have begun, and Manipur 
may not be the same again.” • 
Smtmnu Ghoah/ImphsI 
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Down with defections 


The Congress(I) takes its rebel ML As to court for 
joining the PDF 


Recent events in Goa 
have raised a consti¬ 
tutional question 
which IS a superior 
body when it comes 
to deciding matters 
pertaining to the 
(,()A affairs ot the Assem- 
mmmmmimtmmimmm blv - the StatC legisla¬ 
ture or the Supreme Court'' And the 
future ot the newly-tormed Progres¬ 
sive Democratic I-iont (PDF) govern¬ 
ment. headed by Di Luis Proto Bar¬ 
bosa. depends largely on the outcome 
of this ilebate 

A petition has been filed in the 
Supieme t oiiit, seeking the disqual- 
ilieation ot seven rebel C'ongress(I) 
Ml As. who broke awav from the 
parts and learned up with the Opposi- 
tu>n to bring down the Congress(I) 
regime ol Piatap Singh Rane and 
helpeil toim a new government 
heaileil In Boibosa And it the Sup- 
ume four I verdict goes against the 
itbels the chances are that the new 
government in Gt'a will also collapse. 

I he petition filed in the Supreme 
Court by the Congiess(i) leader, Dr 
Willred D’Souza. seeks the disqual¬ 
ification ot the seven rebel Congres- 
s(l) ML As under the Anti-Dcfection 
Act On 24 March, when the then 
('ongress(l) chief minister Pratap 
Singh Rane wa'- on a visit to Kolha¬ 
pur, the formei Speaker, Dr Barbosa, 
along with SIX other rebel Congress(I) 
MLAs, lesigned from the primary 
membership of the party and formed 
the new Goan People’s Party (GPP). 
That reduced the Rane ministry to a 
minority Two days after the resigna¬ 
tions. the CiPP joined hands with the 
then Opposition Maharashtrawadi 
(lomantak Party (MGP) and formed 
the PDF government 

But even before the Supreme Court 
petition was admitted on 17 April, two 
oltic! petitions wc le tiled by Congress¬ 
men in the I louse, hardly a week after 
the PDF was swoin in. seeking the 
disqualification of the seven rebels 
One of the petitions, filed by Luizinho 
Faleiro. a former minister in the Rane 
Cabinet, sought the disqualification of 
the former Speaker, Dr L P Barbosa, 
on the grounds that the law permits 


the Speaker to voluntarily resign from 
the membership of the party to which 
he belongs on the condition that he 
does not join any other party while 
holding the post ot Speaker. “Barbosa 
should be disqualified since he joined 
the GPP while he was still the Speak¬ 
er. ” says Luizinho 

Another petitioner, Dominic Fer¬ 
nandes of the Congress(l), sought the 
disqualification of the other six rebels 
In Ills plea, Fernandes said- “Since in 
their resignation letters they did not 


claim any split in the Congress(I), nor 
has any faction arisen out of the ‘split’, 
they should be disqualified " 

The Supreme Court proceedings are 
also interestingly poised During one 
of the hearings, the counsel for the 
rebels. Ram Jethmalani, argued that 
the court did not have the right to 
decide on Dr D’Souza's petition The 
five-judge Constitution nench. headed 
by Chief Justice Sabyasachi Mukharp, 
nonetheless was on the point ot les- 
training Jhalmi and the Speaker, 
Surendra Sirsat. Iiom pioceeding with 
the enquiry into the two petitions 
pending in the Flousc It felt that tlie 
seven rebels should not have taken 
any part in choosing Jhalmi for con 
ducting the enquiry However, Jeth¬ 
malani assured the court that the 
defendants would give an undertaking 
to the effect that the probe in the 


House will be kept in abeyance until 
the Constitution bench disposed of the 
petition 

Jhalmi, of course, did not like the 
idea one bit “Nobody can tell me or 
the Speaker to keep the petitions 
pending The House is supreme,” he 
ranted “Para 7 of the lOth Schedule 
debars the court in such matters,” he 
added Dr D'Soaza. however, argues 
that the clause has already been struck 
down by the Punjab and Haryana 
High Courts 

At the next hearing on 2 May, a 
joint statement was filed by the coun¬ 
sel for Jhalmi and Speaker Surendra 
Sirsat, assuring the court that they 
would not adjudicate until it 
disposed Dr D’Sou/a's petition. 
However, both Jhalmi and Sirsat later 
denied having given any such under¬ 


taking, and the controversy began all 
over again This time it was between 
Jhalmi and the advocate general 
(ACi) Jhalmi said that he was imper¬ 
sonated in the Supreme ('ourt, while 
the AG maintained that he had filed 
the statement in consultation with 
Jhalmi 

The conflict between the AG and 
Jhalmi seemed to have died out. 
But a few days later, when the issue 
seemed to have been settled, Jhalmi 
was back in the news, when he once 
again denied giving an undertaking to 
the court and declared that he would 
go ahead with the probe in the House. 

As a result, much interest has been 
generated all around. On 24 July, the 
Supreme Court will hear D’Souza’s 
case for the final round and its verdict 
could well turn out to be historic. • 
BcMcoDetouamEnmHanmf 
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MANI-TALK 


MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


TheTaustoops 0 
to conquer [ 

And the fun is just beginning \ 


A round ot jp- 
plaiisu, ladies and 
gentlemen, (or the 
Prime Minister 
Chautalu is out 
L C Jam IS again 
in The Tau has 
been put in his 
place Shourie h.is 
been put batk on 
his pedestal V P 
(Vacillating Prevaricating) Singh is 
gone. V P (Value-based Politician) 
Singh has come 

So, what else is new'> In Haryana, 
the same team that got mayhem spelt 
Meham is exactiv where it was In 
Chautala’s endearing phrase, 
“Mukhvo martin koi bhi ho. raf to 
hamara chalega" In English 
translation, that means- 
even if the referee has 
ordered the centre- 
forward off the field, the 
rest ol the players arc 
the same The goal is the 
same The coach is the 
same The new captain 
IS not ot his progeny 
But certainly ot the 
same breed And the 
coach’s instructums to 
the captain arc clear; 
forget about the other 
side, concentrate on 
nobbling the referee' 

Nothing ot substance 
has changed- 
Natha Singh—Prem 
Singh 

One and the same thing 

The man whose name 
IS synonymous with im- 
nioralitv in politics re¬ 
in.nns our deputy prime 
m 1 n 1 s 1 e 1 1 h e 

whose name is synony¬ 
mous with moialltv in 
politics made him his 
deputy--and keeps him 
his deputy In fact. 


Shii Moiality-in- Politics be¬ 
came PM only because Shri Immoral- 
itv-m-Polilics taught him a trick or 
two So, which IS the more accurate ’ 
1 hat V P Singh became Prime Minis¬ 
ter because he represents a new breed 
ol morality m politics’’ Or that V P 
Singh became Prime Minister because 
he cajoled the Tau into telling a black 
he to cheat the Young ruik-turned 
CJId Arab of his dcmociatic, inner- 
paity right to say “no ' to V P Singh’’ 
Ashwathtimu athaha kuniaraha. Mr 
Prime Minister’’ kauii Ah Buhte Am 
kaun chaUs thor’ 

What we have seen m the last lew 
clays IS not a morality pluv hut a 
VICIOUS power game The National 
Front IS now- the National Akharu 
And kushti being a quin- 


tesscntially Haryanavi 
sport, the Tau is now 
circling his opponent 
No holds barred First 
lound to V P. Singh 
Second round—time' 

It all seems so famil¬ 
iar Morarp Desai won 
all his initial skirmishes 
against C h a u d h a r y 
i haian Singh But the 
last skirmish was won by 
the Chaudhary In his¬ 
tory, It IS the last skir¬ 
mish that counts. Try as 
he might, Morarji could 
not—and eventually 
dared not- rid himself 
ot the Chaudhary. It was 
the ('haudhary who rid 
himself, his party, and the country, 
of Morarji Farcically (or is it tragical¬ 
ly’’ Ask Marx, ask Jyoti Basu) history 
IS repeating itself It is precisely what 
made Morarji and C'haran Singh the 
Odd Couple of the Seventies that 
makes V.P Singh and Devi Lai the 
Odd Couple ot the Nineties. However 
much they dislike each other, they can 
either survive together or perish 
together This, in the Goenka 
Gurumurthy vocabulary, is called 
“value-based politics” 

Morarji left the Congress thinking 
he would take the Congress with him 
The Congress remained where it was 
It was Morarji who found himself in 
the wilderness In hanwas, he met the 
very ruLshasas he had fought all his 
hie Fhe rakshasas. knowing that 
without a Congressman they could 
never find their way out of the woods, 
made Morarji their leader—and even, 
for a moment, moved into Ayodhya. 
But, once there, they all became their 
natural selves The jhaghdoi started 

Till 13 July, 1979, Morarji won 
every bout with his "followers”. Sud¬ 
denly. without warning, the rakshasas 
turned the tables on Rama Within 24 
hours of the commencement of the 



man V.P. Singh: Our moral Prime Minisler now has to 
make up his mind If he wants the Janata Dal to 
remain together, he has to accept the Tau and his 
shenanigans. And, if he does, he stands 
compromised. If he doesn't, he goes exorcised 
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I In short, the Tau wa.s 
the Mamashrec and 
. V P Singh no more 
than Duryodhana VP, 

. It IS true, brought in a 
' few weighty generals, 

I such as that paragon of 
value-based poliiies. 

r ^' Arun Nehru (and, let us 
m fairness add, a merry 
band of minority eom- 
munalists, led bv the 
Shahi Imam and Mania- 

«■( 

u na Obaidullah Khan 
* Azmi—whose in¬ 
flammatory speeches on 
cassette sell in Pakisf n 
like dates in Ramzan but 
are barred tor their fla- 
I vour in India') But the 
^ muscle and the 
‘ moneybags, the bri- 
1 gades and the booth- 
i capturers, the calculated 
compromises and 
y strategic simulations 
■ were all the Tau's con¬ 
tribution to the National 
Front 


Devi Lai; A man who has fought and clawed his way through the jungle of Haryanavi politics, and 
IS not going to meekly accept the drubbing he has jUst received 


last crisis, Morarji was out The final 
blow was struck by George Fer¬ 
nandes—yes, yes. the sameGeorgie 
Porgic—who loyally defended Morarji 
in the Lok Sabha in the morning and 
brutally punched him one under the 
belt the same evening. 

The two major lessons of 1977-79 
are there to be learnt The first is if 
Kama leads a vanarsena, he may face 
many initial setbacks but, in the end. 
victory will be his. If, on the other 
hand, he leads a rakshasa sena, he 
may win many battles initially, but. m 
the end, his own rakshasas will eat him 
up. 

The second lesson is, you can build 
a house of virtue only with the bricks 
of morality, but if the mason you 
choose IS a Chaudhary Charan Singh 
or a Chaudhary Devi Lai, the cement 
is bound to be adulterated And the 
nianzil will come crashing down just as 
the mehfil is settling itself in for the 
evening! 

T he Indian Express stumbled 
accidentally on this truth even as it 
was exulting over the taming of the 
Tau For, in the very editorial m which 
It abused Devi Lai for having fathered 
Chautala (and congratulateo Dr V P 


Singh on a successful abortion) it also 
praised the Tau for his “sterling con¬ 
tribution" to the formation of the 
National Front. 

And sterling it was, indeed For 
while V.P Singh provided the Field 
Marshal’s baton, it was the Tau who 
provided the army It was the Tau who 
forged an understanding between the 
trans-Jamuna Jats of Haryana and the 
cis-Jam.una Jats of western UP. thus 
bringing under one roof, as it were, 
the house of Charan Singh and the 
house of Devi Lai. It was the Tau who 
put together a coalition of backwards 
right across the Gangetic basin (both 
Mulayam Singh and Laloo Prasad 
Yadav are the Tau’s men) which 
provided the roughage for the Janata 
khichri. It was the Tau’s tentacles 
which reached out to casteists and 
chauvinists everywhere bringing into 
the Janata Dal fold every sectarian 
grouping from the Asom Gana 
Parishad (AGP) to the Telugu Desam 
to the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK). And it was the Tau who set 
the example in electoral adjustments 
with majority communalism by giving 
the BJP a place of honour in his 
fiefdom 


politics, and As the Tau saw it, the 
Raja was meant onlv to 
———— reign m his R.i| The 
Tau was going to do the ruling Devi 
Lai IS now discovering that he is being 
done down A man who has fought 
and clawed his way through the jungle 
of Haryana politics is not a man who is 
going to meekly accept, or graciously 
acquiesce in, the drubbing he has just 
received. He will now use the office of 
deputy prime minister, as eveiy one of 
his predecessors has done, to pull the 
rug from under the Prime Minister's 
feet. 

The fact IS that, very wisely, the 
founding fathers of our Constitution 
did not provide for the office of deputy 
prime minister because that is the seat 
where the snake sits Indiiaji tried to 
pacify Morarji with the post He bit 
the hand that fed him Moraiji. in 
turn, tried to buy off Charan Singh 
with the post TheChaudharySaheb 
finished Morarji The Chaudhary then 
made Y B Chavan his upa-pradhan 
niantri Chavan left the Chaudhary to 
moulder—and went back to his pre¬ 
vious patron. The Tau is now m 
Willingdon Crescent, and will not be 
sated till he secures squatting rights in 
Race Course Road 

Our moral Prime Minister now has 
to make up his mind—or someone ekse 
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I IS giiinp to make it up for him. If he 
\ u,lilts the Janata Dal to icmain 
I together, he has to accept the 'I'au and 
I his shenanigans If he does, he stands 
I compromised If he doesn’t, he goes 
; cxortised Meham was not an aberra- 
; ticin It was the inevitable outcome of 
: the kind of politics that the T.iii and 
his \enant\ embody It is on this biand 
of I'olities that 'V P Singh has built his 
prime ministership In short, il he rids 
himself of those who brought hini to 
power, he can make no claim to a new 
politics of moralitv And it he does 
stake any such claim, the Tau's batta¬ 
lions will desert him 
Then V P Smgfi like 
Moralji- will fade into 
obscurits, a histoiical F 

curiositv, a virus in the | 

computet of history , 

T his IS the real signifi- ' | 

cance of V P ! ] 

Singh's brand of value- i ( 

based Inpocrisy What- I I 

ever the Santosh Bhar- 1 | 

a 11 y a s, the Vin o d 1 | 

Mehtas and othei drum i 

m a Io t e 11 e s of VP 1 

Singh may say, the pco- 
pie of India did not vote •***’ 

V P Singh in as Prime ''''' ' 

Munster because they 
saw m him a leincarna- 
tion of the Mahatma 
(In fact, they did not 
vote him 111 as Fannie 
Ministci at all but gave 
' him a meic 20 pc i cent 
] of the vote - but that is 
j another story Let us ge' 

I back to moialilv and tfic 
j Mahatma ) For one 
I thing, (iandhi|i was not 
; a cow aid He did not 
! tun from every crisis as , 

j V P Singh has clone j_ 

; Ihioiighoijt his life (re- 
j iTieniitei him ratting ^ ^ 

I liom Lucknow with- 

; out even a by your ' , 

11 1 .u ewf) 

, leave -when the going 

I in 111'got Ically rough as 
i all Ills many mistakes 
\ recoiled on him ’) 

I Second, when the Mahatma left the 
j t ongicss (he tongiess went with 
I him Vchen V P Singh went, the 
I t'ongii'ss lemained with Rapv CJan- 
I (Ihi. Weepy earned only a bunch of 
1 disruptive (Anf). discredited (Mufti), 
j disiepui.iblc tAiiiii Nehru) defectors. 
Ihiul and most unportani—in the 
wilderness, M.ihatnia (>andhi com- 
piomised with 111 one V P Singh, on 
the othei hand, has sh.i'cd his political 


bed with anyone ready to make it 
Beginning with the Tau For it is the 
Tau and none othei who has been 
VP's friend, philosopher and guide in 
leading him through the labyrinthine 


ity Express Then Hyderabad On 
comes NTR, saffron robes and all—a 
revivalist Tantrik film star, the very 
embodiment of everything reactionary 
that V P Singh had hitherto fought 


Kumr.-Koeri-Ood-knows-what mayc j against Never you mind: one more 


ol caste, creed and convenience 
Then came V.P Singh's fhrt.ition 
with regionalism As a member ol 


I berth is filled in the Morality Express 
; On to Madras, there to embrace 
I Karunanidhi (yes, he ol the dark 


Biju Patnaik: 

A bvivord for corruption, 
chicanery and devious 
dealings 


Incliraji’s Cabinet, and then as virtual glasses and the much darker past) and 
number two m Rajiv's, V P Singh was his son, Tamil Nadu's Chautala, M K 
very much part of the team that fought S(alm (whose myriad depredations 
the vicious ethnic exclusivisms o( the make the other Stalin sound like a 
AGP that have now brought Assam to children’s fairy tale left behind hv the 
this murderous pass Nothing fazed, Soviet Festival in India). On 

they come loo A biicl 
stop at Bangalore to 
pick up Hegde (so be- 
" I p“'~" ^ loved of MoralKv Mas- 

I jits ! ter L C Jam "Now I 

' icsign now 1 don'l") 

K ^ I whose arrack-bottling. 

■ ,«(; /ffL hBs land stings and tele- 

A phone-tapping make 

t i ^ ^ ^ him the ideal companion 

A jf' I for poker games on long 

|[n tiain journevs And so 

^ i Morality Express 

7 winds iis wav to Delhi 

; . ' For the hie of me 1 

m:.. ' cannot understand what 

Ramaknshtia Hagcte. mju Patnaik. nukes anyone equate 

An ideal companion for Ab\\^^ordlor corruptioiu moralit\ uith such a 

poker games on long chicanery-and devious „n,e-.servers. 

tram journeys dealings oppoitun.sts and utterly 

P 4|IH dishcsnourahle men {and 

women, now that Chan- 

merely for decoration 
thinks he is the shi- 

I i ,, V Isan But he really is 

_ 1 _ L _!_, only the hakra As he 

RamaRao: Kaninanidhi: 

■ivalLsi Tantrik The man with the drumbeaters are 

«r, the verv dark glasses and the tiger to the 

diment of a much darker past ' , i A* 

hing reactionary 

purpose. The Tau will 
then not need to dis- 

V P. Singh has no moral compunction guise himself as Bommai. 

m taking the AGP on board his For the truth is that we don’t have a 

Morality Express Engine-driver Pradhan Mantri and an upa-pradhan 

Shourie blew the whistle. Next stop- mantri We have a nakli and an ash. 

Bhubaneswar And who do we have 1 he nakli thinks he is the ash. And the 

here‘s None other than one-time dare- ash is getting ready to show him who is 

devil pilot and patriot (his immense who So, watch this space. Dara Singh 

riches notwithstanding) Biju Patnaik vs King Kong the fun is just begin- 

Subsequently, of course, a byword tor mng • 

corruption, chicanery and devious ' — ■ ' ' ■ 

dealing No matter one more ticket- The views etprossad m this column are those ol its 

ocaiing. no matter, one more UCKCI auUmr end do not purport to constitute an Olliaal 

less traveller jumps aboard the Moral- statamentoflheCangresspartyspasH/on 



N.T. Rama Rao: 

yl revivalist Tantrik 
filmstar, the very 
embodiment of 
everything reactionary 


Karunanidhi: 

The man with the 
dark glas.scs and 
a much darker past 


V P. Singh has no moral compunction 
m taking the AGP on board his 
Morality Efxpress Engine-driver 
Shourie blew the whistle. Next stop- 
Bhubaneswar And who do we have 
here‘s None other than one-time dare¬ 
devil pilot and patriot (his immense 
riches notwithstanding) Biju Patnaik 
Subsequently, of course, a byword tor 
corruption, chicanery and devious 
dealing. No matter, one more ticket¬ 
less traveller jumps aboard the Moral- 
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The heafing touch 

But plans of beautifying the Golden Temple remain incomplete 


T he striking con¬ 
trast is likely to 
attract the atten¬ 
tion of all visitors to the 
Golden Temple. The 
road circling the well- 
maintained shrine has 
been dug up and the 
neat row of shops out¬ 
side the temple premises 
are now a heap of rub¬ 
ble. Immediately after 
Operation Black Thun¬ 
der in 1988, the Centre 
had announced an ambi¬ 
tious multi-crore plan to 
beautify the surround¬ 
ings of the Golden Tem¬ 
ple and build a security 
corridor around the 
shrine. Landscape 
artists from all over the 
country were consulted . 
and there was even talk ^ 
of architects being despatched to 
Mecca and the Vatican for training. 

Two years have since elapsed but 
the project is yet to take off, let alone 
take shape. And instead of the prom¬ 
ised gardens and fountains, visitors 
have to make do with dug-up roads, 
slush and mangled structures. Said 
Man jit Singh Calcutta, secretary of 
the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee (SGPC): “I fail to under¬ 
stand why there is so much delay. This 
is surely not a serious issue like the 
transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab or 
thf river water dispute.” 

An agitated Calcutta recently wrote 
to Prime Minister V.P. Singh about 
the matter. He explained that while 
the SGPC has nearly completed repair 
of the damaged portions of the holy 
shrine, plans for beautification as well 
as construction of the security corridor 
have come to a standstill since the 
announcement of the elections last 
year. Warned Calcutta: “The Sikhs 
are seething with anger. In the name 
of development, the government has 
caused havoc in the area." 

And the community has reason to 
feel agitated. First, the government 
was in a tearing hurry to demolish the 
shops and houses around the temple 
without even making alternative 



naar ttM Ooldwi Temple: massy affair 

arrangements for those displaced. 
According to J.S. Puri, commissioner 
of Amritsar’s muniapal corporation, 
as many as 471 structures in the vicin¬ 
ity of the Golden Temple have been 
biought down, displacing 1,224 peo¬ 
ple. Of course, liberal compensation 
had been paid to those ousted from 

Mantlt Sh^ Caleutta: r e s e nt f u l 


the area; of the total 
outlay of Rs 69 crores 
for the project, a sum of 
Rs 30 crores was spent 
on doling out compensa¬ 
tions. 

Pun, who is over¬ 
seeing the construction 
of the security corridor, 
said: “There is no real 
problem that we are fac¬ 
ing except that too many 
agencies are involved in 
the project. But 1 am 
confident that the corri¬ 
dor will be complete by 
the end of 1990.” 

According to him, a 
masterplan prepared by 
the Indian National 
Trust for Art and Herit- 
NnriNBAi (INTACH) has 
been sent to Chandigarh 
for approval. The project 
has been somewhat delayed because 
the state administration, apparently, 
wanted major modifications to be in¬ 
corporated in the INTACH plan. 

Whatever be the reason, the in¬ 
ordinate delay has led to a lot of re¬ 
sentment among the locals and the 
SGPC members Manjii Singh Calcut¬ 
ta charged that engineers working on 
the project have not turned up since 
December last Moreover, unautho¬ 
rised structures have come up in the 
area cleared by the authorities. And 
most of the shopkeepers who were 
uprooted are living an uncertain life 
because nothing concrete has bden 
done to rehabilitate them. 

Madanbir Singh, who runs a doth 
shop close to the Golden Temple, 
feels that large-scale corruption is 
holding up renovation plans. “Half the 
money released by the government 
! has bMn polished off by Uie contrac¬ 
tors,” he said. The authorities, of 
course, vehemently deny this. They 
point out that a large sum has been 
spent ^uiring rare plants and shrubs 
that will transform the Golden Temple 
surroundings into an exquisite garden. 
Surety, this is a distant dream at the 
moment. • 

HHu MaHn/AmHtaar 
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Every aspiring 
actress lands at 
his doorstep. 

He sees them 
all, though for 
most of them he 
has a standard 
line, “Don’t call 
me. I’ll call 
you” 


the smirks that are flashed in her 
wake. But Jena carries on gamely, 
convinced that her talent will see her 
through. 

Jena’s career would, perhaps, have 
taken off if she had been noticed in the 
cameo she performed in Kamaal 
Amrohi’s Razia Sultan But the film 
bombed at the box-office and Jena 
was back where she’d started—Orissa 

Back home, she had some success, 
landing a major role in Jaga BaUa, a 
remake of Sholay. Jena claims that she 
was honoured as the best actress of the 
year by the Orissa government. The 
Hindi film industry remained unim¬ 
pressed, however, giving her the cold 
shoulder while treating her as a hot 
property off the studio premises All 
Bombay had to offer Jena was cold 
inhospitality. But Dolly insists that she 
will stay on: “I know I have been 
around for quite some time. But I 
know that one day I will make it It 
took even a great actress like Meryl 
Streep ten years to break into Holly¬ 
wood 1 am willing to wait.” Dolly 
claims that she’s okay for money: her 
parents back home in Orissa help out, 
and she does manage to sign the 
occasional television serial. About 
allegations about her ‘‘life on the side” 
she says disgustedly: “I do not wish to 
discuss sick minds.” Nor does she wish 
to discuss the number of times she has 
been humiliated. Some snigger open- | 
ly, others are downright rude,! 



while some say ‘‘come 
tomorrow”. It is an exit 
line which could well be 
sculpted on her tomb¬ 
stone 

D olly Jena is, at least, 
an outsider. But the 
industry doesn’t treat its 
own any better Ramesh 
Imam, trying to make it 
big for the past five 
years, belongs to a filmi 
family Immensely large 
villain Amiad Khan is 
his brother-in-law and 
his father Akhtar-Ul- 
Imam was a successful 
scnptwnter who wrote 
for such filmmakers as 
B R. Chopra. Not sur¬ 
prisingly then, the youn¬ 
ger Imam had silver- 
screen ambitions 

After a short money¬ 
making stint in Dubai, 
Ramesh returned to 
Bombay to storm the 
industry. He was in for a 


rude shock. His father, who had given 
up scriptwriting for poetry, had been 
long-forgotten, and nobody believed 
that the son had any talent worth 
speaking of. B.R. Chopra remem¬ 
bered him as a child artiste in one of 
his productions, but as far as an ‘‘adult 
role” went, it was strictly no-go 

When in despair, fall back on a 
crash course in acting That’s exactly 
what Ramesh Imam did, only to get 
back on the filmi merry-go-round. The' 
nde doesn’t seem to lead anywhere, 
but the actor remains hopeful. “I have 
grown up in the lap of the film 
industry,” he says. "That is one of the 
main reasons why I keep hanging 
around The industry is in my blood, I 
am a good actor and I am sure if given 
a chance, 1 can do what Salman Khan 
has done All I need is one break, one 
hit ” 

Things aren’t entirely hopeless, as 
yet Imam has just finished shooting 
for a television senal, Kundan Shah’s 
Circus, and is suitably thrilled about 
his little role. If he gets noticed in this. 
It could mean that the big time was 
just around the corner. 
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“The industry is 
in my blood. I 
am a good 
actor, and I am 
sure, given a 
diance, I can do 
what Salman 
Khan has done. 
All I need is 
one break, one 
hit” 
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But, if Circus turns out to be 
another non-starter, Ramesh intends 
packing his bags and leaving for 
Dubai. “Five years is a long, lon^ 
time," he observes. “I know what k 
means. The sheer frustration of wak¬ 
ing up every day, hoping and waiting 
for that break, that one call which will 
transform your life, and then seeing 
the chance shatter before your eyes, 
destroys you completely ” But until 
end-199(), Imam will be lurking 
around somewhere in the film city, 
waiting to be discovered 
The plethora of Ramesh Imam- 
types in the city ensures the popularity 
of such star-makers as B.R. Chopra. 
“Yes, they all come to me," admits 
Chopra “You will be surprised at the 
trash I have to deal with sometimes. 
They all swear they have great talent 
but all of them are useless. They hang 
around at my office, on the sets, at 
parties, waiting to be noticed But it is 
not for me to tell them to get back to 
the towns and villages from where 
they came "If Chopra does spot some¬ 
one interesting or with some potential, 
he suggests an interview, or even, a 
screen test. But not many of the 
youngsters so honoured ever come up 
to scratch Says Chopra: “I don't 
blame them for hanging on. Not when 
a story like that of Salma Agha’s is 
possible She (ust walked into my 


office and I knew I had found my 
leading lady. If it could hapen to 
Salma, it could happen to anyone.” 

M angal Dhillon, for one, is certain 
that It will happen to him. Born 
in Punjab village, Wandertane, to a 
small-time farmer, Mangal heard of 
the magic city of Bombay while yet a 
boy. His success in a couple of school 
productions seemejd to indicate that he 
had a bright futjire m the field of 
histrionics, and Dhillon took the first 
opportunify to move to Delhi. Here, 
he pursued theatre full-time, and 
fashioned a reputation of sorts on the 
capital's theatre circuit. 

But the lure of Bombay proved 
irresistible and Dhillon sacrificed his 
incipient stage career to move to the 
home of the Hindi film industry. The 
city had him totally flummoxed. “This 
IS a city of madness," he says “When I 
first came here three years ago, the 
huge crowds always on the move 
zapped me. Nobody had the time for 
me and 1 became lonely and frus¬ 
trated I began talking to myself for 
hours 1 was going insane " 

Three years later, however, Mangal 
appears to have learnt how to cope “I 
have stopped talking to myself,” he 
confides “Now I feel that 1 need these 
mad people around me, or I will die 
This IS one big insane asylum and I am 



happy to be one of the inmates 


S ome of the inmates come from as 
faraway as Sacramento, Califor¬ 
nia. The name is Malvinder Mangat, 
the looks are darkly sexy and the 
ambition is, yes, to do a Sndevi (or 
even a Kimi Katkar, at a crunch). 
Mangat, having worked in West Ger¬ 
man theatre for a while, thought that 
Bombay would be the proverbial 
cakewalk. Two years, and no films 
later, she is considerably wiser, and 
clued in on every trick the filmwallahs 
are liable to pull 

When she first landed in Bombay, 
however, she was shocked at the 
sexual basis all business dealings 
appeared to have. That, at least, 
hasn't changed. “Everybody wants to 
sleep with you,” she exclaims, “from 
the producers, the directors to the 
secretaries. 1 wish I had the guts to tell 
them, 'Look 1 have come for work and 
not to spread my legs’.” 

Instead, Malvinder participates in 
polite conversation heavily laden with 
sexual innuendoes, overlooking the 
overly disgusting in the hope of land¬ 
ing a role. She has been advised that 
she should be “nice” to people, and in 
the Bombay film world that could 
mean anything from straight to group 
sex: It all depends on the individual 
director/produccr/hero (and if you’re 
really out of it, a small-time secret¬ 
ary). Even after the required dose of 
“niceness”, however, there is no 
arantee that a worthwhile role will 
forthcoming. Instead, the all-too- 



AMiTANANGIA 


“People are so 
indifferent. 1 
nearly had a 
nervous 
breakdown...! 
have not got 
what Tve been 
looking lor. But 
I have talent 
and my work, is 
good- 
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DOLLY JENA 


“I know I have 
been around for 
quite some 
time. But I 
know that one 
day I will make 
it. 1 am willing 
to wait” 

familiar line ofi “come tomorrow, 1 will 
sec” IS broiij'ht into play 

Mangal goes through all this with 
only one hope that she will get her 
own back when her day dawns “To 
fetch a puce m the industry, you have 
to first sell yourself,” she admits selt- 
dcprecatingiy "It’s a hard game ” 
While her parents back home m the 
States send her “survival money”, 
hoping, no doubt, that she is not 
another victim of the casting-couch 
syndrome, Mangat gives herself 
another year in the celluloid city 
After that, she insists, she will go back 
to America and, perhaps, take to a 
career m flying (she holds a private 
pilot’s licence) She had managed to 
land a bit role in Shyam Benegal’s 
Discovery Of India and other lesser- 
known television serials, but her per¬ 
formances have largely gone un¬ 
noticed But Mangat continues to 
dream of the day when the producer 
of her dreams will drive up in his 
Mercedes Benz and say “Come along 
kid, I’m going to make you a star ” 

W hat girls like Malvinder are look¬ 
ing for IS a Dev Anand pro¬ 
totype, having been fed on the media 
legend that the evergreen star laun¬ 
ches a new face every six months All 
of which makes life for Anand very 
difficult, with every aspiring actress 
landing at his doorstep Anand insists 
he sees them all, though for most of 
them he has a standard line, “Don’t 
call me. I’ll call you.” “I obviously 
cannot take on every girl who comes I 


to me, I am not so young anymore,” 
he jokes. “But, you can never tell. 
From a thousand faces there will be 
one that will be a big hit. The ones 
who do not make it go back to 
wherever they came from, or they 
destroy themselves. 1 came to Bombay 
with nothing but a dream to make it, 
and I did. The struggle is part of the 
scenario that makes up the film indus¬ 
try Fighting to get there has a charm 
of Its own ” 

The charm has certainly got New 
Delhi-based former model Amita 
Nangia hooked, though she did spend 
her initial days in the film city crying 
her eyes out. “People were so indiffe¬ 
rent.” she reminisces "I nearly had a 
nervous breakdown. But my mother 
was around and 1 pulled through It is 
still difficult and sometimes even my 
God doesn’t listen to me when 1 cry ” 

The overworked lachrymose glands 
notwithstanding. Nangia has had it 
easier than most A mere three years 
after she began “struggling” she has 
signed a major role, she plays a 
college girl who gets raped on the 
college premises "rhe film is not a big 
banner one, but Amita hopes it will 
get her noticed in the quarters that 
matter The break may not be a big 
one, but, Nangia knows, thousands of 
others would give their right eye for it. 

“True, 1 have not got what 1 have 


been looking for,” admits Amita. 
“But I have talent and my work is 
good. Maybe, if I had a godfather in 
the industry it would help...still I am 
certain I will make it to the top.” 

To ensure that this dream comes 
true, Nangia has signed up with the 
Roshan Taneja acting school, which 
has trained such stalwarts as Anil 
Kapoor, Jaya Bhadun and Mithun 
Chakraborty Taneja’s school is by far 
the best-known among the acting 
schools that mushroom m the city and 
the fees of Rs 10,(KK) are said to be 
worth the dividends that follow Tane- 
)a, apparently, has the happy facility 
ol making the rise to the top that much 
more easy 

laneja, however, is the first to 
discount this myth “I gel thousands of 
applications from all ovei India, and 
even from abioad The ones I select 
do have talent, but here in Bombay— 
as elsewhere in the world—that is no 
guaiantee Let’s be Irank There are 
thousands of my students who have 
gone back to wherever they came 
from, broken and disillusioned ” 

But celluloid fantasies survive all 
such horror stones And the often 
fatal --attraction lures more and more 
hopefuls to the bright lights of the 
dream city • 

Godfrey Pereirm/Bembmy 



MANGAL 

DHILLON 


“ This is a city of 
madness. When 
I first came 
here, nobody 
had time for 
me...I became 
lonely and 
frustrated. 

Now, I feel that 
I need these 
mad people 
around me” 



8UNOAY3-«Jun»1990 


79 






Getting better 

Business Plus sweeps past Newstrack 


T here's nothing a critic loves more 
than to see his suggestions 
accepted. But equally, there’s 
nothing more galling than when his 
criticisms are anticipated and the pro¬ 
duct improves even before he’s had a 
chance to sound off So it has been 
with this critic and Businesi Plus 
Two issues ago. Business Plus, the 
video business monthly devised and 
directed by Amit Khanna, came in for 
some stick from Sunday. Despite the 
middling quality of the first cassette 
however, we were sanguine about the 
magazine’s prospects if only it were to 
follow our suggestions 

As It happened, both Sunday and 
the second issue of Business Plus hit 
the stands at roughly the same time 
And, lo and behold! The suggestions 
had already been implemented and 
the video magazine transformed 
beyond recognition 
As things stand today. Business Plus 
is the best video newsmagazine on the 
market. It is even better than Living 
Media India’s Newstrack, which, un¬ 
fortunately, has hit a bit of a dull patch 
recently 

The second issue leads with a pun¬ 
chy report (by Siddharth Bhatia) on 
the Larsen & Toubro imbroglio. 
Though the Ambanis refused to 
cooperate, the segment is fair and 
balanced. ,S. Gurumurthy, who takes 
the government’s side, is powerfully 
telegenic and Rafique Dosani, who 
acts as an impartial commentator, has 
a wonderful screen presence. 

Almost as good is| 

Tavlcen Singh’s report* 
from Kathmandu on the 
pro-democracy demand 
with the urbane Pashu- 
pati Rana stealing the 
show Tavlecn is even 
better when she handles 
the Pitroda versus Un- 
nikrishnan battle. And 
though the cabinet 
secretary refused to let 
Pitroda appear on 
t.imei.i. he still wins this 
round of their battle, 
largely because Unni 
sweats piofusely into the 
lens and delivers his side 
of the story through a 



Om Prakaih CliMiiala: 

cmTWfit 
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nudge-nudge-wink-wink 
series of innuendoes 
The real test of a 
magazine though, is its 
ability to make complex 
issues seem accessible. 

Business Plus manages 
all right with its report 
on the trade deficit, 
largely because of the 
high calibre of three of 
Its interviewees. Isher 
Judge, who IS sensible 
and restrained; Deepak 
Nayyar, who could well 
be Pashupati Rana's 
first cousin, and the 
urbane Shankar 
Acharya, whose 
smooth, assured per¬ 
formance suggests that 
anybody who wants to 
be economic adviser to 
the finance ministry 
must display the same 
TV skill as Prannoy 
Roy 

Other segments also 
work well. C.Y Gopi- 
nath IS a TV natural and 
makes the marketing 
section come alive; the 
ebullience of Viren Shah’s 
personality is guaranteed to make 
anything featuring him seem enjoy¬ 
able; and Amrita Shah’s Telco report 
IS interesting even if it suffers from not 
having anybody from the management 
giving his side of the story. 

Some of Business Plus 
still doesn’t work. Gita 
Piramal’s interview with 
the tiresome K.K. Modi 
(called “Mr Modi” 
throughout) is even 
worse than her tedious 
Rahul Bajaj interview in 
the first cassette. The 
stock market report is 
neither enlightening nor 
well-presented. And 
Meenakshi Behara 
needs to learn how to sit 
on camera if she is to 
lecture the audience. 

But the dramatic im¬ 
provement in quality 
makes one wonder ab¬ 



(Abora) K.P. UmiMtrtelinan: 
PHrada won (Im round 
by proxy 



out Newstrack, which— 
these days—is more fun 
to read about than to 
watch. The April/May 
combined issuecominues 
the obsession with Devi 
Lai, Om Prakash 
Chautala and Meham It 
confirms what every¬ 
body already knew, that 
Lai IS a boor and 
Chautala a ruthless 
crook. 

The segment on 
prostitutes’ children— 
which delayed the re- 
'lease of the cassette for 
a month—is something 
of a let-down after all 
the sound and fury it 
generated. The facts 
appear to be as follows 
the Delhi police decided 
that as prostitutes had 
no right to bring up their 
children, they would 
confiscate them. News- 
track was invited to film 
the raid. However, the 
cops acted with needless 
violence and so, asked 
Newstrack not to release 
the footage. Moreover, it was also felt 
that is was a violation of the privacy of 
the kids. Newstrack went to court and 
won the right to release the footage 
and said it would conceal the chil¬ 
dren’s faces. 

This is interesting to read about but 
on the tape itself, is jumbled and 
distracting. Nobody is quite sure what 
Newstrack is objecting to‘ the vio-' 
lence, the fact that the cops treated 
the kids badly or that the police 
presumed to confiscate the children in 
the first place 

Nevertheless, there are compensa¬ 
tions. Dev Anand is almost too good 
to be true and Madhu Trehan has 
finally matured into an authoritative 
and relaxed anchor-person. And 
perhaps next month will mark a return 
to form. • 

VVpySMnf 
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“Pervert? Who, me?” 

Rajesh Khanna, RekhUy Bina Ramani and more on Starbuzz 


Z eenat Aman tells the story of her each other (though it appears to be 

first day in the film industry. She things like: “Papaji, picture theek chali 

arrived at a dirty, dusty studio na?’’)and have to be content with a 

on the outskirts of Bombay and spent voice-over telling us how incredibly 

the whole day being shoved around by glamorous all these people are. 

sweaty unit hands, who shouted and The great thing about Starbuzz, the 
gesticulated at each other. Finally, she video magazine edited by Prochi Bad- 

was led to a tacky make-up room, had shah, a former editor of Stardust, is 

layers of goo pasted on her face and that it gives us the film industry, warts 

was then thrust in front of bright lights and all, and still manages to seem 

and told to look sexy. interesting. 

“My God,” she said, “where’s the The current issue has as its star, 
glamour'^” Rajesh Khanna, the crinkly-eyed, puf- 

“You are baby,” they told her, “you fy-cheeked actor who was a rage in the 
are ” late sixties. As anybody who reads 

That, unfortunately, 

IS the great secret of the 
Bombay film industry. 

The glitter and the gloss 
are stnctly for show. Up 
close, the movie busi¬ 
ness IS not very different 
trom a poorly organised 
cottage industry, except 
perhaps that it contains 
a preponderance of 
paunchy men in open- 
necked shirts who drink 
too much bootlegged 
scotch and call each 
other ";i”. 

The film magazines 
get away without reveal¬ 
ing this side of the busi¬ 
ness because the editors ___ _ 

know that what the fans ***•***' ''******ii; nw |iiiMiuinonan tun was inn ww 



want are bedroom romps and 
tales of fear and loathing on location. 
Tell them the truth—the business is 
dominated by 25 rather tedious indi¬ 
viduals who lead maddeningly mun¬ 
dane lives—and there goes the circula¬ 
tion. 

A video magazine, however, 
doesn’t have it so easy. Take the case 
of Lehren, the oldest cassette maga¬ 
zine in the business. When it is not 
concentrating on Chunkey Pandey or 
Shatrughan Sinha, the magazine sends 
camera crews to cover muhurats and 
jubilee functions. Sadly, all follow the 
same pattern. Large persons in shiny 
clothes with obviously dyed hair hug 
each other, and present seemingly 
identical bouquets to the guest of 
honour. As the magazine’s budget 
does not extend to a sound crew, we 
never find out what they are saying to 


Stardust regularly will know, on most 
occasions, Khanna is a tiresome 
pedant, given to such grandiose state¬ 
ments as “I have no camp, only 
refugees have camps” or even “1 am 
not indisciplined; the only reason I 
rejxirt late is because I have piles and 
take long in the bathroom.” 

Fortunately, Starbuzz takes the bull 
by the horns and asks him, point- 
blank, if he is indeed a wife-beater, 
sadist and pervert. “That’s a very 
nasty question,” says Khanna nastily 
and proceeds to explain why no¬ 
body—apart from him—knows the 
answer. Why did Tina leave him, 
then? “Because I’m an actor.”. Pause. 
“I’m not an industrialist.” Sneer. 

And so on. The most interesting 
thing about the segment, however, is 
how Khanna’s current appearance 
contrasts with his style in bis heyday— 


obligingly revealed by a lengthy ad for 
a video featuring his older songs, 
later in the same cassette. Just as the 
silicon-topped ‘new’ Mumtaz looks 
nothing like the snub-nosed pixie who 
captivated a nation, so today’s Khan¬ 
na bears virtually no resemblance to 
the man who was once a phenomenon. 
No wonder he’s finished. 

Also on the cassette is a segment of 
Rekha’s ‘secret shaadi’. (Some secret. 
She seems to have spent her entire 
wedding night phoning fnends, publi¬ 
cists and the press to tell them about 
It.) Considenng the readiness of some 

stars to tell all for the 
camera, it has always 
been a mystery how 
actors feel when the de¬ 
tails of their personal 
lives are revealed to 
thousands of strangers. 
Here , it is not even the 
principals who spill the 
beans but the irrepressi¬ 
ble Bina Ramani, who 
decides to explain how 
Mukesh Aggrawal’s ex- 
girlfnend, Akash Bajaj, 
fits in. Then, she goes 
on to outline Amitabh 
Bachchan’s view, before 
concluding smugly that 
Akash and Amitabh are 

OAurxMMToa 

There’s more in Starbuzz. the anti¬ 
drug show, Poonam Dhillon’s quiz, 
Amnta Singh looking like Naseerud- 
din Shah in drag and a touching 
segment on Smita Patil’s son in which, 
it seems, everyone has resolved Not 
To Mention Raj At All. 

It’s a little long-winded at times but 
great fun nevertheless. Now, if only 
Starbuzz’s distribution was as good as 
its content! • 

VllmySahid 













^^ridevi IS livid with 
Mithun She believes he 
I has betrayed her trust by 
telling Stardust about their 
secret marriage. And 
Mithun maintains the con¬ 
versation with Stardust was 
strictly off-the-record 
Srivedi docs not believe 
him and sadly, neither does 
his current wife Yogita 

Is Rekha really pregnant ' 
According to the filnii 
grapevine, she IS Though 
this seems highly unlikely, 
and the lady is not confirm¬ 
ing anything Not that her 
silence has stopped cynics 
trom speculating that a tall 
dark baby with a bass voice 
IS on its way 

hen will Ramesh Sip- 
py mairv Kiran Juncja'' 

The way the mairiage 
keeps getting put oti, it 
appears as li he never will 
Recently, he had laundice, 
pneumonia and a break¬ 
down of sorts in quick suc¬ 
cession In the process, 
Akelu, his multi-character, 
emotionally complex (read 
tedious) Amitabh Bach- 
chan starrer has also been 
delayed And now, he must 
decide what comes first 
Marnage or Akela's 
relea.se? Given his record, 
guess what Sippy will put 
off yet again. 

l^imi Katkar is still 
trying to live down the 
I embarrassment she went 
I through last month at the 
shooting of Khoon Ka 
Kurz After a particularly 
tiying day of emoting and 
exposing (more of the ex¬ 
posing and less of the 
emoting naturally),Ms Kat- 
kai was getting ready to 
pack hei bags and leave 
Things dnin t turn out quite 
that way though —she 
walked right into three of 
her cx-bovfriends, Sunjay 
Dutt, Vinod Khanna and 
Mohnish Bchl 


Sridevi: disbelieving 

After awkwardly smiling 
and mumbling something 
about how busy she was, 
she did manage to get 
away But the future Mrs 
Sheorey sure knows who 
and what to avoid now 

TTina Munim’s affair with 
a prosperous middle-aged 
Gujarati continues While 
her family is not too toler¬ 
ant about her latest in¬ 
volvement, concerned 
friends have been able to 


discern a definite pattern in 
Tina’s affairs I-.very time 
she IS involved with a youn¬ 
ger man, sooner or later, 
she turns to an older man 
A delinquent and highly- 
strung Sunjay Dutt sent her 
to an older and wiser Ra- 
jesh Khanna And it has 
happened again this time 
After she broke up with 
Anil Ambani she managed 
to find herself an older 
Guiarati type 


I n the past Sanjana 
Kapooi had demonstrated 
how faithfully she had in¬ 
herited the famous Kapoor 
sense of excess from her 
father, Shashi Kapoor. 
Witness the manner in 
which she ran away from 
home to live with an unem¬ 
ployed, immature Aditya 
Bhattacharya. 

Now at last she has 
shown that she has inher¬ 
ited something from her 
mother too 1 ler one- 
woman4show in Bombay is 
drawing full houses and 
rave reviews 

c 

'^iPhatrughan Sinha’s 
popularity with the new 
government has ceriamly 
enhanced his position m the 
film industry Predictably, 
he IS basking m the atten¬ 
tion filnii people are 
showering on him 


Recently, he amicably 
settled some massive 
FERA problem which Gul- 



Shatrughan Sinha: free 
services 

shan Rai had been agonis- j 
mg over for quite some 
time now And unlike the 
other fading star who sup¬ 
ports the Janata Dal. he 
expects no money for ser¬ 
vices rendered. 

TT he latest joke doing the 
rounds m Bombay's film 
world IS that Amitabh 
Bachchan is talking about 
V P. Singh the same way as 
Parveen Babi used to talk 
about the ex-superstar Fair 
enough, says a rival star. 

Isn’t V.P Singh screwing 
Amitabh Bachchan? • 

■UMDAVS->SJunim 


Kimi Katkan an awkward 
moment 
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COMMENT 


Anybody for English? 

Never mind Malay am Singh Yadav: the language does have its uses 


T he Mulayam Singh Yadavs of 
the worIcJ notwithstanding, ab- 
^ out 340 miliinn people across the 
i world speak I'nglish Most of them 
j live in the USA and UK, but the 
! number of people in India who can 
I converse in English (estimated at ab- 
I out 20 million a mere 2 5 per cent of 
; our population) actiially outstrips the 
! number of English-speakers in either 
I Canada (lb miilion) or Australia (15 
i million) There arc ovci 4,000 Indian 
periodicals m English, second only to 
the lotal in Hindi (b.HOO) 
j I'hesc statistics place E.nglish- 
I speaking Indian in an advantageous 
position internationally because (now 
j that English has become the de facto 
! lingua Iranca of science and technolo- 
I gy, academic conferences and scholar¬ 
ly journals, even politics and pop 
music) they have a fortuitous head 
start in the inpidly-dimimshing global 
aiena of communications. In Amer¬ 
ican universities, foi instance, where 
hundreds ot ' Indian postgraduates 
flock every year tor higher studies, 
then greater English skills give them 
preference for teaching assistantships 
over the less foitiinate, but equally 
talented, Chinese, Japane.se or Ko¬ 
reans Such advantages should never 
be neutralised 

Our knowledge ot English can, in 
tact, be put to good use We could, lor 
example, pioject our own culture and 
learning to foreigners through English 
translation From another perspec¬ 
tive of the 2b languages with over 30 
million speakers each, as many as 10 
are Indian 

Ours IS the single largest country 
with such a multitude of niaior lan¬ 
guages In such a situation, it seems 
the duty of bilingual literary specialists 
in India to make our rich vernaculat 
literatures available to the English- 
speaking world at large Even more 
importantly, in the context of our 
recent history of regional parochialism 
and communal conflict, it becomes 
imperative to have good translations 
of the best literary woiks fiom every 
Indian language, for these foster the 
ideals of national commonality as 
opposed to the prevalent communal- 
ity To a reader, translated literature 
invariably generates understanding of 


that culture, whether it is international 
or internal The English subtitling of 
foreign feature films on Doordarshan 
IS a case in point But we lack these 
windows into our sister states—how 
many ot us know about their award¬ 
winning poets or lictionists’’ What 
have we clone to circulate these wcirks 
to leaders outside our country'' Very 
few and veiy little are the respective 
answers 

In contrast, an Englishman knows 
far more about European literature 
because of the competent translations 
available But the Indian govern¬ 
ment's literary wing, the Sahitya 



Mulayam Singh Yadav: barking up 
the wrong tree 

Akademi, has done very little in the 
area of English translation. It estab¬ 
lished a prize for excellent translators 
(as recently as in 1989), and initiated 
an ambitious long-term project titled 
Modem Indian Literature comprising 
a definitive selection of the most 
outstanding literary works written in 
all the Indian languages between 1800 
and 1975 in their English renditions 
But it would, perhaps, make better 
sense to also translate major Indian 
classics (ancient and modern) m an 
authoritative English-language series. 

Indian universities must also rid 
their English departments of the 
tendency to slavishly teach Arnold 
and Beowulf. Congreve and Dickens. 
The more enlightened among them. 


particularly in south India, have 
already introduced large chunks of 
Indian writing in English and English 
translations of Indian texts in their 
syllabi If students in a literature 
department can read Cireek tragedies 
in English versions, there's no reason ' 
why they cannot study Kalidasa in 
English too 

.Several universities have 
approached the Univcrsitv Grants 
t ommission (UGC) with projxisals to 
open translation cells so that more 
authentic wi'ik in this area can begin 
One-yeai diplomas in tianslation exist 
in such varsities as Agia, Karnatak 
(Dharwad) or Guru Nanak Dev 
(Amritsar), while Tamil University 
(Thanjavur) has probably the only 
fully-fledged dcpaitment of transla¬ 
tion studies Recently, two universi¬ 
ties in Calcutta hosted national semi¬ 
nars on translation within months of 
each other reflecting the new aware¬ 
ness of the value ol translation in a 
multilingual nation like ours 

A majoi share of the responsibility 
for promoting translations devolves on 
publishing houses Howcvci, major 
publishers of English liteiatuic, such 
as Oxford University Press, have not 
fulfilled their obligations in this de¬ 
partment Their sporadic publications 
of English translations ol Indian litera¬ 
ture do not suggest an\ methodical 
approach After commencing amid a 
lot of fanfare and high hopes. Penguin 
India has tlisappointcd by mainly 
issuing reprints of earlier books and 
original writing in English (of not very 
high .standards either), although its 
British parent offers such definitive 
translated sets as the Modern Euro¬ 
pean Poets or Penguin Classics 

Problems do confront the highly 
significant activity of translation in 
India, but they are not unas.sailable 
While Mulayam Singh Yadav and 
others may continue to believe in the 
Italian epigram traduttore traditore 
(“The translator is a traitor"), at least 
as far as the English language is 
concerned, with some luck the trans¬ 
lator into English of Indian literature 
may do more for the cause of national 
integration than many of our politi¬ 
cians. • 

AimmkiLal 
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From 
the mouths 
not poets 


TO 




Dom Moraes on his 
adolescent years, and the 
distinctive experiences 
which shaped his genius , 


When My Son’s Father was first published 
(in 1968) Dom Moraes was criticised by the 
London press for his presumption in writing an 
autobiography when he was only 30. But for 
the young poet, who had had a traumatic 
childhood and adolescence, writing the book 
served as a catharsis of sorts. Pengutn India 
has now reissued what Moraes constders his 
best prose work. This extract describes Moraes' 
first visit to England, his admission into 
Cfxfbrd and the times he spent with .such 
literary figures as Sir Stephen Spender. 

O nce more 1 was on a ship. It was a 
sister of the one that had sailed us 
to Australia, but this time it was 
going the other way. my journey 
was irrevocable, and I was alone. 
In the blue and lazy dooryard of the sea, 
dunng the first days out, 1 brooded over 
books. They were designed to inform me 
about England. They were books of pastoral 
verse, by Clare, Blunden, Andrew Young. 1 
read about badgers , flowers and village life 
with pleasure, but eyeing the English people 
around me, also with disbelief. This was 
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perhaps fortunate. It’s silly 
to have too many illusions. 

The days before my de¬ 
parture had been full of 
visitors, who were full of 
advice. A solicitous old 
man told me how to bef¬ 
riend my future landlady. I 
must invite her, he said, to 
the pictures once a week, 
and after the pictures buy 
her quantities of fish and 
chips. “It is the common 
habit,” he informed me 
“In this way all English 
landladies expect to be tre¬ 
ated.” But I didn’t intend 
to spend my time with land¬ 
ladies. I intended to be with 
poets, and, if lucky, with a 
beautiful woman or three 
Yet in a sense I was grateful 
to the stream of visitors, 
each one postponed for a 
little my realisation of im¬ 
minent departure 

On the day, therefore, 1 
was unprepared At break¬ 
fast It occurred to me that I 
would not again sit at table 
with my father for some 
considerable while to 
come It did not affect me 
at once because I could not 
realise it to be true After 
breakfast, saying goodbye 
to the servants, it affected 
me rather more. By the 
time we drove to the docks, 
however, the familiar 
spectacle of Kutthalingam’s plump 
uniformed shoulders and bald head in front 
had become painful to look at. While my 
father talked nervously, I maintained a tremu¬ 
lous silence. 

It was only broken at the end. My father 
saw me to the cabin and tipped the steward 
Then he conducted me to the restaurant, and 
tipped the headwaiter. “Find my son a good 
table, will you?” he said, and the headwaiter 
said effusively, “Don’t you worry, sir, I will." 
Then the last bells went, and we emerged on 
deck. There Kutthalingam stood, weeping, 
and put his arms round me. “My young 
master,” he wept, “my young master You 
coming back quickly. I waiting for you.” Then 
he disappeared, and in a blur I saw friends’ 
faces, and shook hands mechanically with 
several people. Out of the blur my father’s 
face came suddenly clear. He put an awkward 
hand up and cuffed my ear lightly. “Goodbye, 
son,” he said very abruptly. “Be a good boy.” 
I broke my silence. “Don’t go,” I said, but he 
had gone. 

Amongst the other passengers who strolled 
past my solitary deckchair were an English 


mother and daughter whom my eye picked 
out frequently and sadly They were blonde 
and beautiful, the mother a svelte woman in 
her late thirties, the cornsilk daughter about 
fifteen. The daughter fell madly in love with 
me in my fantasies, but in actuality she never 
spoke to me, nor could I ever really hope that 
she would. One afternoon, however, there 
was a knock on my cabin door. I opened it to 
find the blonde mother outside 

“Oh,” she said, “the boy with the book. I’ve 
noticed you on deck. If you’re who 1 think you 
are, I knew your parents years back, in 
Bombay ’’ 

I stammered for a while, but she cut me 
shbrt and said, “Do have a drink with us 
tonight I’m with my daughter, and she’s 
about your age ” So, unbelieving, I said I 
would That night, in the bar, I met the 
daughter for the first time Seen close to, she 
was even more beautiful than I had imagined. 
She was also even more unattainable than I 
had imagined for though 1 yearned at her 
sadly, she ignored me from the start 

She continued to ignore me The ship was 
full of boisterous young people who swam, 
played deck tennis, and organised fancy dress 
parties. It was, in fact, an idyllic place for 
Celia she was always bounding off to some 
new entertainment, and the only times she 
ever seemed bored were when she was with 
her mother and me. Then, like a small cat. she 
would curl in a chair, her pink mouth wide¬ 
ning in the most unostentatious of yawns 1 
suffered. 

Alice said, “It takes a long while to get to 
know my daughter ” I didn't believe her It 
seemed to lake the lively young men on the 
sports deck a very short while to get to know 
Celia. “It’s only me," I said dispiritedly. “I’m 
hopeless when I meet people " Alice’s blue 
eyes dwelt on me a moment, amused yet 
sympathetic then she began to talk about 
literature 

This, indeed, was a constant topic with her 
She had vague literary ambitions, and had 
been writing a novel, apparently, for several 
years She knew a number of writers, of whom 
she spoke with an unaffectedness that delight¬ 
ed me Her marriage had not been a success: 
she was on her way home to divorce her 
husband When she spoke, in a rather wistful 
way, about her hopes for Celia, I experienced 
a flutter of tenderness and excitement, partly 
because she was talking about Celia, partly 
because in her 1 saw a normal motherhood in 
operation, which was new to me Rubbing salt 
into my wound. I talked to her often of Celia. 
We pa.ssed a lot of the day together, for to my 
surprise she seemed to find me likeable. I 
showed her my poems, which she duly 
admired, and told her about my hopes, which 
she duly encouraged After dinner, feeling 
very masculine. 1 led her to the bar for a drink 
to wind up the day. 

. One morning Milton, making my bed. 



E.M. Forster’s 
gentleness, 
Mfhich was 
extreme, 
calmed me, 
and I failed to 
feel, as usual, 
my lack of 
conversation 
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rcmaiked. "Still waters run deep Coo-er, you 
quiet ones are the worst I hear you’ve picked 
up the best bird aboard, and her only twice 
your age Bloody marvellous.” 

He startled me. When I thought about it, I 
realised he had told me a fact I had not really 
known I was not in love with Celia at all. I 
was in love with Alice. 

T he ship nosed further north. It moved now 
on a dull sea, under a dreary sky After 
Marseilles, when 1 set foot in Europe for the 
first time and failed to find it extraordinary, 
pullovers appeared, and shortly after that 
every one assumed coats like identities Alice 
and I paced the deck and talked about 
England She obviously looked forward to it 
eagerly, to her friends and the places she had 
not been to for a long while as the ship leant 
into the Channel her nostrils flickered like 
those of some intelligent dog, scenting home 
Though to her 1 was a shipboard acquaint¬ 
ance, the young son of friends, to me she had 
become much more. I felt that 1 was being 
abandoned, especially since she was going up 
to Scotland at once, but then in a subcon¬ 
scious way I supposed I wanted to be aban¬ 
doned In a poem wntten during this time 
there is a line, “1 am in love and long to be 
unhappy ” It expressed my feelings perfectly, 
at seventeen. 

However, she was staying in London over¬ 
night. so I arranged to meet her for dinner. 
She gave me a telephone number, and then 
disappeared from my life for the last day of 
the voyage She was packing. I tipped Milton, 
and he packed for me. I had not, at this time, 
ever packed a suitcase tor myself. 

The night before we docked, I lay awake, 
looking up through the porthole at the cold 
foreign stars. I was full of apprehension and of 
love With half my mind I thought of Alice, 
the other half filled slowly with fear of the 
I unknown It disappeared when the next day 
I was flooded with sunshine, through which 
j over a shrunken sea, the scrubby flat coast of 
i Essex came into view, and slowly, groaning 
I and hooting, while the decks filled with 
i excited people, the ship pushed into Tilbury 
I docks We had arrived. 

1 was met by Mulgaokar, the London 
correspondent of the Times of India. He was 
an amiable, languid man, a friend of my 
i lather's We sat together m a train that roared 
I through vista upon vista of ugly prefabricated 
I houses, laundry flapping sadly in the back- 
1 \ards 

! "rve found you some digs,” he said. "At 
least ni\ secretary found them We’d better go 
and look at them first 

1 nodded, a little frightened at the prospect 
of digs The train snorted its way into St 
Pancras. shuddered fastidiously and stopped 
We took a taxi to Earl’s Court, where a sleazy 
landlady showed us to a barren cubicle on the 
top floor “It's nice and clean,” she said, “and 



Said Stephen 
Spender to 
Moraes, 
“Don't worry. 
You’re very 
young still. 
You have to 
find your way. 
You ought to 
be at Oxford, 
with people of 
your age” 


only three pounds a week." Net curtains 
fluttered drearily in the windows. Mulgaokar 
fixed an appalled eye on them “No, no, no, 
no,” he said, “this won’t do. You’d better 
come and stay with me till we find you 
somewhere ” 

So I walked to Piccadilly Circus, where I 
had my first meal in London, at a Chinese 
restaurant Then I wandered about till I came 
to the Odeon at Marble Arch. There I 
watched a film about Ulysses. Afterwards, not 
beng quite sure where Mulgaokar lived, I took 
a taxi back. I was very pleased 1 remember, 
when the driver called me Sir. This was the 
first of a sequence of taxis since travel on a 
bus or tube involved so many inquiries, I 
preferred to travel everywhere by taxi. The 
habit, formed then, still persists 

Back at Mulgaokar’s. 1 found he had 
finished work He yawned, which he often 
did, in Older to bdie the acute efficient mind 
behind his mask, and said, “I’ll buy you 
dinner What sort of food do you like’’” 
“Thanks awfully,” 1 said, “but I’m supposed 
to take someone out to dinner myself ” 

"Oh," said Mulgaokar, with quizzical 
brows. “Oh, really’" 

I ini^uired if there was a good restaurant in 
the vicinity. "The Ritz, ” he yawned amusedly, 
“is just round the corner ” 1 had heard of the 
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Ritz. I telephoned Alice and asked her to 
meet me there There was a rather puzzled 
pause, then she asked if I were serious. “Of 
course,” [ said, indignant 

We met at the Ritz, and had an excellent, if 
expensive dinner I was tremendously happy, 
and talked well, and felt I was a Londoner 
already. Afterwards 1 took her back in a taxi 
to the house where she was staying. 1 had 
drunk a lot of wine at dinner, and as we 
passed St George's Hospital 1 muttered, “1 
love you." The lights of the hospital illumined 
hei pale shocked face as she turned it to me. 
“What did" you say’” Tentatively. 1 repeated 
It As we jolted on. the lights of the hospital 
fell .ilternately on her face and mine, so that 1 
had the sensation of being in the middle of a 
slowed film “No. no,” she said. “It’s absurd ” 
The lights tell on my face She looked at me, 
then said very gently, “It's not absurd, of 
course not I'm very flattered But. you know. 
I'm in love with someone already ” 

“Oh. Alice,” I heard mv own horrified 
voice saying, and 1 fell forwaid, pushing my 
I face into her cloudv, scented hair, and, my 
mouth full of It, muttering rather inarticulatc- 
Iv, "Alice. Alice, Alice ' 

“Dear boy." she said a little absently, and 
stroked my hair I went on muttering, "Alice, 
Alice, Alice," but somehow the hand on my 
hair was very soothing, and it was as though 
the name Alice was somehow mv mother's 
name. 

1 returned home shatleied, yet elated to 
know that 1 was capable of such unhappiness 
Mulgaokar, when he saw me, grinned, and 
said dryly, “You have lipstick on your collar.” 
"I know,” I said, proud, remote, melancholy, 
and then I went to bed. 

That was my first day in Londo., 

It was autumn, the gutters and parks of the 
city were populated with dead leaves A 
shrunken sun occasionally squinted out of a 
cloudy sky 1 had nowhere to go, and nobody 
to go with I had never learned to cook, so 
when 1 awoke 1 would go to a place in Sloane 
Street, breakfast tnere, and read the papers 
Then I walked to the park, and squelched my 
way to the Serpentine There 1 stared at the 
willows that wept by the water for a long time 
Afterwards I went to a coffee bar, till the pubs 
opened I had a local, in which I sat apart, 
reading, drinking, anti sometimes lunching, 
from opening time till closing time I think it 
was at this penod that I developed a habit of 
heavy alcoholic consumption which I have 
never quite lost. There was nothing else to do. 
besides, it cheered me up, and made me more 
confident. After lunch I usually went to the 
British Museum. Wandering round, amongst 
other silent people, looking at things, soothed 
me: also, the first time I went theic, I stood 
and stared at one of the large pharaonic heads 
in the Egyptian room, and presently saw, 
rising from a crouching position of scrutiny on 
the floor beside it, an intent man whom 1 



Wandering 
around the 
British 
Museum, I 
saw an intent 
man—Henry 
Moore. It 
confirmed a 
fact I had 
started to 
doubt: artists 
did inhabit 
London 


recognised as Henry Moore. It confirmed a 
fact I had started to doubt: artists did inhabit 
London. 

T he kneounter office was much smaller 
than I expected It was tucked into a little 
street off the Haymarket, and ascending in the 
lift I felt a tremor of nerves, wondering which 
contributor might not be there’ Edwin Muir 
perhaps oi Koestler"’ Gr perhaps (with 
another tremor) even Auden'* 

There was nobody there, except a nice 
secretarv “Oh. is Stephen expecting you'*” 
she asked “Just go through there, his office is 
on the left," I crept down a short passage, and 
found Spender in a room full of books and 
paintings He loomed up from a chair to shake 
mv hand, and mquiied how I found London 
"Eiverybody seems to be in an awful hurry," I 
said He laughed, and made me less nervous. I 
showed him some poems, and was delighted 



beyond mcasuie when he said, "We must 
publish some of them A page of them, 
perhaps." Then he said, “Who would you like 
to meet'*” There wcie so many people I 
wanted to meet 1 couldn't decide, but he 
solved my problem by .saying. “You ought to 
meet Morgan Forster ” He wrote out a letter 
of introduction, and handed it to me 1 looked 
at It with awe, a passport to a country beyond 
the crammer's 

I despatched Spender’s letter to Cam¬ 
bridge, and a few days later received a note 
from Forster a.sking me to tea at the Reform 
Club 

He was a small, comfortably plump man. 
with a grey moustache in a face which, like 
that of some intelligent hare, was both inquisi¬ 
tive and withdrawn His gentleness, which was 
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extreme, calmed me, and I failed to feel, as 
usual, my lack of conversation for he had 
evidently noticed this lack, and at first he 
talked and I listened He talked about India, 
then about Cambridge: then 1 felt confident 
enough to speak myself. 

He saw me off, helping me courteously into 
my overcoat in the hallway. When my coat 
was on, I asked awkwardly if he would like to 
read my poems He withdrew once more “1 
don’t,” he said evasively, “know much about 
poetry. 1 couldn’t write anything about them ” 
I felt that he misundenstood me “I don’t want 
you to write about them, sir,” I said, “I only 
want you to read them ” 

The day after 1 met Forster 1 wrote to my 
father to ask whether I could travel in Hurope 
before I went up to Oxford. He replied to say 
that 1 could, provided my admittance into 
Jesus was definite for October 19.56. My aims 
had now come clear savagely 1 worked at my 
Latin The examination day approached, and 
on the day before it I was to sit for my 
cntiance examination at Jesus One dingy day 
ol frost and mist, I left London on the Oxford 
tram 

When I reached Jesus, 1 still had a few 
minutes before my interview I wandered 
through the College, its green quadrangles, its 
weathered vellow walls, and beyond them a 
hideous new wing swaddled in .scaffolding 1 
hoped I wouldn't have to live in it Still, the 
whole atmosphere elated me 

Eventually I lound myself in the Pniicipal's 
Study, faung a line of dons In the centre the 
Principal, Mr C'hiistic sat, silver-haired and 
friendly He .isked me various questions. 


Said Raymond 
Chandler: 
"Nehru’s a 
fool. He’s 
selling out to 
the 

communists 

everywhere” 


My Son s Father an 
autobiography by Oom Moraea 
Published by Penguin Book 
Pnoe Rs60 


which I an.swered, then the other dons took 
over. One of them asked me in what area, if I 
lived in Elizabethan London, I would expect 
to find Sir John Falstaff drinking. It .semed to 
me an irrelevant query, but I hazarded Cheap- 
side “No,” said my questioner, but Mr 
Christie smiled benevolently. “He knows it, 
obviously,” he said “He means Eastchcap ” 

I still had to wait for the results of my college 
entrace and my Latin Responsions But the 
time now was not as tedious as it had been 
On most Sundays 1 lunched with the Spenders 
at their house in St John's Wood Here 1 first 
met Spender’s wife, the pianist Natasha Lit¬ 
vin, a tall, beautiful woman whose vigorous 
brisk manner concealed great sweetness of 
nature, and their children, Matthew and 
Lizzie Inarticulate though 1 still was, 1 found 
myself able to speak to the Spenders but v/ith 
other guests 1 tended to relapse into a beaten 
silence 

One of these guests was Cyril Connolly I 
was so overawed when Natasha told me on the 
phone, the day before, that he would be at 
lunch, that I rushed to Simpson's of Piccadilly 
and bought a new suit In it. 1 arrived m St 
John's Wood in a state of pride and terror 
Connolly was already there, with his wile, the 
writer Barbara Skelton She lay, languidly 
beautiful, on the sofa, moving a hand like a 
lily over the weft of the carpet, he sat in an 
armchair, under a vivid Ghika He had an 
attractive batrachian expression, and a surpri¬ 
singly soft voice. 111 which he asked me, 
“Where did you buy that suit'^" 

Very self-conscious, 1 said, “At Simpson's ” 
“Hm,” said Connolly "It doesn't fit you ” 
At a later time, 1 met Raymond Chandler at 
the Spenders He was heavy and bespecta¬ 
cled, with a greyish, mottled complexion 
which ( now realise was due to illness, and 
throughout lunch he fixed me with what 
seemed to be a stare of fury and hatred. 
Over-sensitive though I was, I had never felt 
so actively disliked before Over the cheese. 
Chandler suddenly barked. “Nehru's a fool ” 

I remained, as usual, silent Chandler said, 
“He's selling out to the Communists every¬ 
where " Me then fixed me with an icy eye and 
demanded, “Isn't he'^" I replied truthfully that 
I had no idea Chandler snorted, and didn’t 
speak to me after that. 

These lunches at the Spenders' sophisti¬ 
cated and toughened me. They also intio- 
duced me to people 1 would never otherwise 
have met at that time, they introduced me to 
literary life Yet, inwardly somehow 1 felt that 
this life was not the life that writers should 
lead, the pain must be lost and the hard battle 
with words, when you wanted a house, a 
family, friends, love, possessions. I didn’t 
really understand that writers are people, and 
that one day 1 should want and have these 
things myself, and be forced to justify them to 
the young • 

iiMMY3-«Juna1M0 






The pleasure principle 


Dr Prakash Kothari provides new insights into the orgasmic experience 


P ornography and contemporary 
fiction tend to portray sex as a 
competitive act Its reward: 
orgasm—a mind-boggling and 
psychedelic experience Anything less 
IS disappointing, even inappropriate. 
There is no place for frigidity and 
ejaculatory incompetence. The world 
of sex IS made out to be fnghtemngly 
black and white Either you make it or 
you don’t 

Oddly enough. enlightened medical 
opinion has discovered that if anything 
has been taking the zing put of love- 
making It IS this ‘competitive’ view of 
sex There are no norms in love- 
making Dr Prakash Kothari, MQ 
Ph.D . the high priest of Indian sexol¬ 
ogy. has gone one step further, con¬ 
tending that medical research has not 
even managed to conclusively estab¬ 
lish whether orgasm involves specific 
physiological reflexes. For instance, 
although It has been claimed that 
without vaginal contractions orgasm 
cannot occur in females, recent clin¬ 
ical icsearch in the West suggests that 
for women orgasm is a diffused sensa¬ 
tion not necessarily associated with 
vaginal upheavals 
So, what IS orgasm? Kothan, in his 
latest book Orgasm New Dimensions 
attempts to explore this intriguing 
question He starts off by defining 
orgasm as “an explosive, cerebrally 
encoded muscularrcsponse at the peak 
of sexual arousal elicited by psycholo¬ 
gical stimuli, the pleasurable sensa¬ 
tions of which are experienced in 
association with dispensable pelvic 
physiological concomitants”. The last 
part' of the definition is interesting. 
Kothari, after reviewing medical liter¬ 
ature, concludes that it is difficult to 
say which coital events are truly 
orgasmic. 

In males, for example, emission and 
ejaculation, we are informed, are not 
indispensable or synonymous with 
orgasm. Similarly, studies have shown 
that the orgasmic experience is less 
specific, and more subjective, in 
women than in men. What Kothari 
seems to be driving at is that the world 
of sex IS not as black and white as it is 
made out to be. It is complex. And if 
there is any single most relevant 
aspect of sex, it is pleasure. Kothari 


feels, therefore, that sexual dysfunc¬ 
tions should be defined in terms of the 
ability or inability to achieve pleasure, 
and ultimately orgasm, whatever its 
precise form might be 



Dr Prakash Kothari: iMdIng saxpcMt 

Kothari’s new classification of 
orgasmic dysfunctions is radical in the 
sense that it is centred on orgasm per 
se, IS clear, specific and applies to both 
men and women. In the most simple 
terms, the drsorders are classified 
thus: early orgasmic response (EOR), 
delayed orgasmic response (DOR), 
impaired orgasmic response (lOR) 
and absent orgasmic response (AOR). 

This classification might apjieat too 
simplistic but It allows for a new 
approach to diagnosis and treatment. 
The old terminologies (which include 
such terms as premature ejaculation) 
and theories are not supported by 
latest neurobiological findings and 
treatment based on them is not neces¬ 
sarily effective. For instance, the old 
school sexologists Masters and John¬ 
son dealt cursorily with DOR in 
women and tended to emphasie EOR 
in men According to Kothari’s sche¬ 
ma, whethei a male partner should be 
treated for EOR or the female for 
DOR would depend on the situation, 
and not on a pre-conceived approach 
to the sexual act. 


Perhaps the most interesting part of 
Kothan’s findings relate to "sexual 
grounding”, an aspect of human sex¬ 
uality that has largely been ignored 
He writes that one of the most crucial 
aspects of sex is the process by which 
stimuli, whether psychological or phy¬ 
siological, are interpreted. “When the 
cognitive process interprets stimuli 
inputs as sexual, it is said to have 
undergone sexual grounding ” This 
“grounding” determines whether a 
particular set of stimuli will give rise to 
arousal or nol In that sense, an 
individual’s peisonal history has ev¬ 
erything to do with sexual response, 
even the type of orgasm 

This is more pertinent in the case of 
women, for whom orgasm is, to an 
extent, a learned activity In Kothari’s 
view: “Female orgasmic capacity can 
be viewed as a potentiality that may or 
may not be developed by a given 
culture. The capacity to learn a total 
orgasmic response is present dif¬ 
ferentially in all women ” 

The book, though addressed pri- 
manly to a medical audience, makes 
interesting reading for even the non¬ 
technical reader. Those who arc keen 
on picking up intriguing practical tips 
than on the theoretical aspects of 
sexual dysfunctions, will not be dis¬ 
appointed either There are interest¬ 
ing sections on the fabled ‘G’ or 
Grafenberg spot, which women are 
supposed to possess and which, if 
stimulated, allegedly brings about 
convulsive orgasm and female ejacula¬ 
tion. 

There is also a long chapter, com- 
p I e t e with F. E G (Electro- 
Encephalogram) recording, on multi- 
orgasms. And if there is any one 
message the book con- _ 

tains beneath the mass j 

of medical arguments, it / 

is simply that sex is more / 

complex than you think / 

Orgasm is something of / Of.-r ' \ 
a conundrum. The main j 
point about sex is; have / 
fun. • ^ 
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Happy to be this way' 

Bombay Dost, India’s first magazine for homosexuals,ushers 

in the gay revolution 


O ver the last fortnight. Indi¬ 
a’s first magazine lor 
homosexuals, Bombay 
Dost, has been, rather 
saucily, landing on the 
desks pf select indu.stnalists. business¬ 
men, advertising and print media men 
Through the mail, free of cost And 
mailing it to these ostensible cioset 
queens is the chairman of the board 
of editors of Bombay Dost, who de¬ 
sires anonymity for the present (“I 
have no problem about revealing my 
identity, but I would like .someone else 
to do It first or el.se I'll be accused of 
hogging dll the publicity ") Says he 
“The reason 1 have mailed out some 
copies of our inaugural issue to these 
people IS becau.se we all know they are 
gay But. if they do not wish to be part 
ol the movement they will, at least, at 
some point in the future, send Bom¬ 
bay Dost a tew cheques " 

Optimism at Bombay Dost current¬ 
ly runs high, though it i.s, admittedly, 
inversely proportionate to the fi¬ 
nances. Each issue ol the magazine 
costs approximately Rs 9 70 to pro¬ 
duce, claims the chairman, but is sold 
at Rs 5 per copy The inaugural print 
order of the quarterly 1,230 copies 
"But we are very, very hopeful,” says 
the chairman, “foi all of last week 
there have been telephone calls. Gul- 
barga wants a hundred copies, Vizag 
25 copies. Hyderabad I.SO copies.” 

I'hc working capital tor the inaugu¬ 
ral issue of Bombay Dost came from 
what could be described as a coopera¬ 
tive effort, with the chairman himself 
contributing a large amount He 
elaborates "Some time back we had 
one of our regular get-togethers m a 
(ihatkopar (a Bombay suburb) res¬ 
taurant We charged, as we always do, 
for the food and drinks and then 
added a cover charge' of Rs 5 per 
head '■ The cover chaige became part 
ot the working capital 

Securing advertising revenue, 
howcvci. IS not going to be that easy, 
given the editorial content and target 
readership ot the magazine But, at 
the moment, this isn't fazing the edito- 
nal board of Bombay Dost Comes the 
cheerful response “Yes yes, we know 


that hardly any company is going to 
advertise with us Perhaps the only 
ones that might are the condom manu¬ 
facturers. Still, we will overcome with 
increased circulation and donations " 
The magazine comprises 16 pages, 
seven of which are in Hindi, the 
content of these being translations 
from the nine English pages (“we will 
always be bi-lingual") Editorial mat¬ 
ter in the main English section in¬ 
cludes a detailed story on AIDS 
Slated for future i.ssues are indepth 
articles on condoms (how to sift the 
good ones from the bad ones, how to 
wear them; and if they hurt what 
lubricants to use, etc ), career and 
counselling columns, a section on 
what’s in and what’s out in the gay 
world, a restaurant guide for various 
cities (“there are so many restaurants 
which treat us badly only because we 
are gay”), and a legal advice column 
tentatively titled “Crimeless Crime" 
"Often enough we are arrested by 
the cops for suspicious cruising, even 
if we aren’t. They have to complete 


their arresting quota for the day, so 
they land up at our regular places and 
book us under Section .177 of the IPC 
This Section happens to be such an 
exquisite instrument for blackmail 
that we can even go in for as much as 
10 years Though, thank God, such 
persecution doesn’t spiral to higher 
levels all the time In the sense, I have 
seen judges throwing out cases in 
sheer embarrassment.” confides a 
homosexual 


T wo pages ol Bombay Dost have 
also been handed over to the 
lesbians There are four women (out 
of a total membership of 10) on the 
editorial board Among the board 
members are included an engineer, a 
lew chartered accountants, a business¬ 
man's son who holds a Ph D , and a 
journalist (the chairman himself) 
“I’m not too happy with this segrega¬ 
tion of the lesbians," admits the chair¬ 
man "It’s a bit like those special’ 
talk-down sections for women in 
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^ newspapers But then, how can they 
be interested in special articles on 
condoms, except for that occasional 
lesbian who indulges in bisexual rela¬ 
tionships’’ So, there are two pages for 
them, these they must fill with what 
they think will help them. As it is, an 
ambitious woman in India is seen as a 
threat, she is never forgiven Then, 
you can imagine what it is like for a 
career-oriented lesbian who can’t even 
go out cruising, the way we do late in 
the night ” 

The lesbians, apparently, put up a 
bit of a fight when the magazine was 
named Dost. Why not Saheli, they 
asked But Doxi it remained, the 
decision arrived at after everyone 
agreed on the generic advantage of the 
word over saheli. Also, it was 
pointed out that there are more 
homosexuals in India than lesbians 
Claims a gay activist, "At a conserva- 
I tive count there are 40 million males in 
j ^ the country responding to homosexual 
stimt^li.” And many of them, accord¬ 
ing to the activist, are coming together 
under local umbrella organisations fol¬ 
lowing the AIDS scare “For instance, 
some Marwaris have just got together 
in Calcutta to form the city’s first gay 
club ’’ 


us among the Delhi bureaucrats,” 
retorts an editorial board member 
“But they are largely scared of being 
identified, they just look after their 
own interests Who needs them, those 
Gucci queensi” ’ 

Once registration is secured. Bom- 
hav Dost will enter into “reciprocal 
relationships” with the Panos Institute 
in London (a voluntary institution 
which has reportedly become the 
nerve-centre for AIDS information 
worldwide), the Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis Centre in New York City 
(formed by Elizabeth Taylor and Co 
after Rock Hudson’s death), Khush in 
Toronto, Shakti in London and Tri- 
kone in San Francisco 
---- 1 


Later, the editorial board of Bom¬ 
bay Dost will function as a board of 
trustees and the trust will seek to 
enhance cultural ties with their 
brethren abroad. (“Maybe we will 
send some of our more talented ones 
to do a mujra in full drag or perhaps a 
nifty Helen number, this could even 
be part of our fund-raising activities 
here.’’) Funds raised will be ear¬ 
marked for a hospital bed becau.se of 
the lack of “caring medicare' tor 
homosexuals and lesbians. “This has 
struck us deeply following the recent 
death of a young Bohra boy who 
worked in The Times of India re¬ 
sponse department We had warned 
him about AIDS, but he was already 
far too gone into mainline cruising, 
eight to twelve a day with the Arabs 
He died a very, very horrible death, 
alone on a G T Hospital bed Even 
his parents didn't come to see him ’’ 

If further funds permit, there is 
even a plan for a “small apartment” 
somewhere in Bombay’s suburbs. 
“We’ll break down all the walls— 
otherwise it starts off the hanky- 
panky—-and use the place as our focal 
point to meet, like a club that’s our 
very own.” It is also possible that the 
place may double as the Bombay Dost 
office since, at the moment, the edito¬ 
rial board members are working out of 
their homes and offices and the type¬ 
setter’s place. 

How the future will shape up de¬ 
pends on the money available And 
the availability of funds depends on 
the success of Bombay Dost which is 
already being regarded as the symbol 
of Indian homosexuals and lesbians 
coming out of the closet—slowly, but 
with an increasing degree of confi¬ 
dence. If things do improve, 
there can only be gay times ahead. • 
PUUm VkmMoamy 
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D espite such claims of increasing 
strength in high places. Bombay 
Dost is yet to secure its registration 
in the capital. “Oh there are enough of 



Optimism at 
Bombay Dost 
currentiy runs 
high though, 
admittecMy, its 
financial 
prospects 
aren’t too 
bright 









Take your pick 
from Italy, Holland 
and Brazil 


W ill It be a blitzkrieg that 
overshadows all? Will 
the local Carbonieri 
call the shots? Or, 
above all this din, will 
the samba set an unbeatable rhythm? 

These are just three of the possibili¬ 
ties in the wide open field of the 
World Cup football competition, 
which will capture the attention of the 
whole world for a month beginning 8 
June, Football is, after all, the most 
popular game in the world and, after 
the summer Olympics, provides the 
grandest show for spectators and tele¬ 
vision viewers across the globe The 
198h World Cup had people from over 
130 countries, including India, awake 
at different hours of the day and night, 
following the fortunes of the best 
footballing nations 

For a hundred years, football— 
considered by many to be an essential¬ 
ly plebian sport—has fired the im¬ 
agination of sportslovers, young and 
old alike. A body-contact game which 
demands both brawn and brain, soccer 
has grown steadily over the years to its 
present strength of 158 member-na¬ 
tions of FIFA, the controlling body for 
the sport 

What gave the game its greatest 
fillip was the introduction and worl¬ 
dwide acceptance of professionalism. 
Clubs became companies and spon¬ 
sors were only too eager to fund the 
clubs in return for a small spot on the 
player s apparel Television also found 
a great avenue for income. Thus, 
several factors helped to make this the 
most popular .spectator-sport all over 


the world. For example, the combined j 
viewership of cricket, tennis and ' 
golf—three of the other top profes¬ 
sional disciplines today—would not 
equal that of soccer 
The World Cup is not merely the 
biggest prize m soccer. Although club 
competitions sometimes involve more 
money for individual players, there is 
nothing quite like representing one’s 
country in football. More than the 
combined skills of the players, it is a 
fierce sense of nationalism that binds a 
team together and helps produce some 
of the best moments of soccer. There 
have been riots and, once, almost a 
war, over the fortunes of teams play¬ 
ing in this quadrennial tournament. In 
fact, no sport brings an entire nation 
together more than soccer, especially 
during the World Cup. Political differ¬ 
ences, poverty, natural calamities-ev- 
erything is forgotten for a month of 
overwhelming and irrepressible ten¬ 
sion. { 

Playing under such circumstances j 
can be very difficult for even the most 
talented footballer. But individual 
brilliance has been the key to success 
in the World Cup, time and again. 
Mario Kempes gave Argentina its first i 
taste of success at home in 1978, 


though that victory was tainted by the 
blatant fixing of their match with 
Peru—Argentina won 6-0, thus pip¬ 
ping Brazil on goal difference to enter 
the final. In 1986, it was Maradona 
who stole the show and the cup for the 
same nation There have been other 
stars who have captured the attention 
of the world with their brilliance, none 
more brilliant than Edson Arantes do 
Nascimento, who went by the name of 
Pelc. 

But World Cup triumphs have al¬ 
ways been attributed to teams And 
there have been quite a few who have 
won this competition, ever since Uru¬ 
guay started by winning it at home in 
1930 At home in 1934, Italy annexed 
the Jules Rimet Cup and then went on 
to prove this was no flash in the pan as 
even Mussolini pushed away the war 
clouds to follow his country's fortunes 
as It beat Hungary in the final at Pans 
in 1938. 

Whether or not Italy could, have 
notched a third successive victory and 
won the Jules Rimet Cup forever 
(which Brazil ultimately did) had 
there been a World Cup in 1942, is 
open to conjecture But when the 
competition did resume in 1950, it was 
the original victor which re-surfaced. 
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Uruguay beat Brazil in the decider to 
take the cup from Rio de Janeiro’s 
giant Maracana stadium which was 
still being given ihe finishing touches 
when the last match in the final pool 
was being held 

But that was the last of Uruguay 
and of the south Americans for more 
than four years. In Switzerland, it was 
Germany which, against the run of 
form, beat a Hungarian squad with 
Kocsis. Hidcgkutti and. above all, 
Ferenc Puskas in Ps ranks This was 
Germany’s first-ever triumph in the 
World Cup, to be repeated 20 years 
later, at home 

In the meantime, however, the 
Brazilians dazzled They brought with 
them such an easy, innovative—and. 
above all, happy—approach to the 
game that they at once enthralled the 
world. The rhythm and grace were 
packed with a very keen football 
sense. And, in the company of Santos, 
Garnncha, Didi, Vava and Zagalo 
was a 17-year-old, whose World Cup 
debut in Sweden marked the birth of 
the world’s greatest-ever footballer. In 
1962, although Pele tore a thigh mus¬ 
cle in the preliminaries and was out of 
action, the Brazilians again conquered 
all before them to emulate the feat of 


Italy and vie for the cup which would 
be theirs il they won it for the third 
time 

But that was not to be, as Pele was 
pushed, pulled, kicked and bruised ; 
out of the competition in F.ngland and 
the fate of the Biazilians went with 
him. Here, it was the host nation that 
ultimately won albeit through a goal 
with IS disputed even today, against j 
West Ciermany i 

In 1970, however, the Brazilians ! 


finally took home the Jules Rimet 
Cup, necessitating the presentation of 
another trophy by FIFA and bearing 
Its name And, four years later, the 
remarkably resilient West Germans— 
who had reached the semi-finals in 
1934 and won the cup in 1954—came 
back to win the World Cup for the 
second time Again, it was 20 
years after their initial triumph Later, 
in 1982 and ’86, they reached the 
finals, only to lose both times 

T he 1978 story was different. This 
was the tournament after the one 
m West Germany which Holland lost 
after taking the lead It was also the 
competition Irom which the mercunal 
Johann Cruylf withdrew Neverthe¬ 
less, Holland made it to the final and 
were unfortunate to go down to an 
Argentine team playing the game of 
I Its life. It was Kempes' tournament, 
though without the likes of Luque he 
would not have reached the pedestal 
on which he was placed, however 
briefly 

In 1982, there was the great com¬ 
eback by Italy who had barely scraped 
through the preliminaries. They im¬ 
proved with every match and, by the 
time they met the stoic Germans in the 
final, they had forged an unbeatable 
combination But in 1986. it was a 
I different story After the heartbreak 
1 of 1982, Brazil had simply faded out in 
I Mexico This left the field clear for 
their arch rivals Argentina to confront 
West Germany, who again advanced, 
robot-like, to the final And Argenti¬ 
na. with the irresistible Maradona 
guiding its fortunes, notched up their 
second victory 

This year, however, the field is wide 
open While the Argentines will con¬ 
tinue to bank on Maiadona, the Ger¬ 
mans have realised it is now or never, 
as they bid for the third straight entry 
i to the final But the focus will be on 
hosts Italy, who had won at home 
back in 1954 However, this time tfie 
attention of the world will be focused 
on Brazil.who have decided to change 
their traditional, free-wheeling 
approach to a more defence-oriented 
combination 

Above everything, however, is the 
excitement that soccer generates, 
especially at this highest level of the 
sport The spectacle, the thrills and 
spills, the unexpected victories and the 
birth of new stars is what everyone 
looks forward to m a World Cup This 
time around, in Italy, will certainly be 
no exception • 

AHJH Smt 


Tfhis time, the field is 
wide open. While 
Argentina will continue ! 
to bank on Maradona, 
the Germans have 
realised it is now or 
never. However, the 
focus will be on Brazil, 
who have adopted a 
more defence-oriented 
approach to die game 
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, wiffiM Yowr wUl-power, gumption nerseveranoe 
' vfilt i *« through a lot of trouble this 

nB Ai '*****^' friend will be very frelpfial to 

fJBUW you. Tbetime. however, iti not favourable for 
i—SH i^cutation and gambling. 

' '(Good itiaii^ 3,7 and 9 
’ tawky munbera: 4,6 and 8 

FOvoUcaM^i^rectiim; North , 

TAVRtJS (21 Aprtt-.20 May) 

S Your terfuhes are less pri^itioUs this week. 
Businessmen will be required to shoulder 
ddded responsibilities. Be On your guard 
against deceit. However, the nitie is ripe for 
romance. Take care of your health. 

Goad iMiteit; 4 ,6 and 8 
Lucky nonifaers: 2,3 and 7 
FUvourditedfredtian: West 

GFMlk (21 May—20 Jiiae) 

This week will provide you 
|F * J c^ponunity to take a .short tiol^ay aiiid 

thereby get away from the genera! pressures 
i * ofli£c.Th€hcalthofafan^fynim«ber 
L, jBl „ may be a source for worry. 
G«MKidates:3,Sand7 ' 

Locky aumbetw 3 ,6 and 8 
Favaurabte Erection; South-east 


LIIB^ at Octob^ 

"ATin fmandaHy thisweek. 

A I A Wowever, your partoer or srouse Will provide 
I \ ll\ you with timely help and advice. The time is 
■jnM not favourable for gambling or taking undue 
CHSS risks on your professional hmt. 

Good diBest 3,4 and 6 
lauAy mndiers: 3 .6 and 9 
Favourable direction: West 

SCORFto (21 October—20 Wevember) 

ITTTl Fitt’andal gains are in store for you this week. 
e muA The time also faVourablle for 
^Sm iiCortospondettGe with someone you love. New 
Iriends and fresh interests will contribute to 
^,Jrj your happiness. 

G«Middalei:5.(laRd8 
Lmtlty pembers: 2 ., 5 and 9 
FaimtiAiic fhmtton: South 

SAGlTTgJUllS (21 Novendser—20 December) 

■51 Hectic activity is in store for you this week, 
Yoar pro^Mxts are brighter than ever before- 
f Your domestic front will provide you with all 

|m the eacmuat^inent and in^ration you need. 

K-Jn Rofltaiice is well indicated. 

GoQddefdrt4, S and b 
LttdgrSMildMnn: t. 3 and 6 
FavnnmdileiBreeUon; North-west 
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CANC^(21Jiine->40|Bdly) . 
fTnnj You are likely to cncotmter serious 
iVHfl competition on the ptofessiai^ #ont this 
AVSH week. However, a secret association may be 
helpful at this point of your Ule. But check 
fcA - Tl extravagance 
Guod daunt 5 .6 and 9 
' t^y auasbers: 4 ,6 and 9 
Favourrtde direction: South 

i^atJiiif~-2« August) 

jjjaupBt Piomotiom or transfers are in die offmg for 
L A 1 j- ® *®*^*ce- Y**** ®*y have to undertake 

vMPM a journey in connection with your work. 

Romance is on the cards. Ke^ an eye on 
your health. 

’':jCiMdatKSt6.gand9 
.iLMyiiiiMAersi 5, b.and 8 
-MuMtt'dbtedfracdan: North 


mCH) ai Aigpsat—20 Sqrtam^ 
mmili Tlhaweek be a hij^ynueventfol one. 
’’BBH However, finandai gains and biithtess 
r expansion are indicmed,^onyi^rjpiard 
1 I* J against deception. The (kHiKsdc%r(mt will be 
r y " calm. Keep an eye on your healdt. 

G^ datesr 4,7 and 8 
tPdiy MBUtwrs: 6,7.and 9 
FiMUruMedimiion: East 


GAPil«2GitN ai December —20 lanuary) 

a Jko elderly person will be extremely helpful 
to you this week. Your professional front will 
take (to a lot of your time and energy. The 
period is favourable for ejqiansion and 
innovation. 

Gouddateud, 7 and 8 
‘tn^iuplibemt 2. 5 and 6 
FavouitdileiBrecfioH: North-west 

(21 Jaaimry—20 February) 

MMCji Youwilt gain unexpectedly this week. You 
m^t have to seek favours for your family. A 
Bar ineasureof happiness is in store for you. 
Vop mayjain through property or insurance 


. Geiidlbdci|ir3,4and9 
l4iHiy:miMI«im5,7nfld8 

: l*BCE5 (2l Fribnimy—20 btoh) 

'-Batotdse tact and caution with your friencfe 
BA«n Avoid any controversy or dispute. 

- Women might receive presents. Watch your 

np^v . jhe^th. Children will be the source of joy. 
LTBAJ Your domestic front will be calm ,, 
GeQdltaibKS.7aBd8 
Lamay utmtbers: 3 ,6 and 9 
Ftrtwtodbledireeiiuii: Soudi 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 


Food for 
thought 

■ With Vijaya Venkat, a 
Narmada Bachao Andolan 
activist, health activism has 
finally arrived in India. 
Vijaya believes that the 
present system of 
healthcare, which only 
depends on ‘curing’, is 
woefully inadequate 1’he 
key to good living, she 
feels, lies in the positive 
element of ‘caring’ And 
that, in turn, implies a 
commitment to nutritious, 
healthy living, so 
that—ideally—the cared 
for body does not even 
need to be cured. As she 
explains, “Our body can 
handle itself as long as we 
provide it the right lood.” 
Factors apart from good 
eating habits—^)Uch as 
adequate air, sunshine and 




activity—also contribute to 
a person’s well-being, she 
emphasises. 

In putting forward her 
often radical views. Vijaya 
has managed to explode 
quite a few popular myths 
about food For instance, 
milk, she says, far from 
being good for one is 
actually bad for health. It 
has a high sodium content 
that can lead to heart 
attacks and, if consumed in 
large quantities, can result 
in the formation of kidney 
stones. Similarly, vaccines 
are out, because they 
interfere with the body’s 
natural immunity system. 

Instead, sprouts and 
fruits are the things to 
adopt in your diet, she 
advises. She is eager to 
spread her views and make 
health and food 
consciousness more than 
just another fad. For this 
purpose, she has started an 
institute—the Bombay 
College of Health and 
Nutrition, where health 
activism is a way of life and 


Beautifying 

Bombay 

■ I’he minister of state for 
environment and forests, 
Maneka Gandhi, can’t 
remain out of the news for 
long. This time, she 
grabbed the headlines with 
the announcement that aid 
from the World Bank to the 
tune of US $ 100 million 
would be made available to 


Bombay 

i 
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the Maharashtra 
government to combat 
pollution 

Not content with just 
allotting funds, Mrs Gandhi 
has—in consultation with 
chief minister Sharad 
Pawar—drawn up an 
elaborate programme for 
the uplift of Bombay city 
This includes improvement 
of basic amenities like the 
sewerage system as well as 
the air and water quality of 
the entire area. 

Does this mean that 
help—of the concrete 
vanety—is finally on its 
way for India’s 
much-abused cities and 
towns'^ It would be 
wonderful if $ 1(X) million 
could be spent on cleaning 
up other Indian cities and 
towns too But even the 
most incorrigible optimist 
would have trouble 
believing that. For, the 
World Bank, generous as it 
IS, must draw a line 
somewhere. 


K>pen’ 

universities 

■ The Centre has come up 
with yet another sop for the 
y Kashmiris. All college 
' students in the Kashmir 
I Valley, irrespective of their 
* religion, will be 
accommodated in 
institutions across the 
country. This decision was 
taken at a meeting in New 
Delhi attended by the 
minister of state for 
education, Chimanbhai 
Mehta, and the minister for 
Kashmir affairs, George 
Fernandes In fact, the 
latter has already begu'i 
wnting to the chief 
ministers of all states about 
the central government’s 
decision 

Predictably, former 
Governor Jagmohan did 
not think it was such a great 
idea. He felt the decision to 
send students out of the 
Valley reflected badly on 
him. ’To appease him, 
therefore, it was also 
decided that while students 
would be sent to other 
states, educational 
institutions in the Valley 
would be kept open! 

In the meantime, .several 
professors, including the 
principal of the regional 
engineenng college, have 
sought voluntary 
retirement. Others have 
fled the Valley and refuse 
to come back. So who will 
attend the ‘open’ 
educational institutions is 
not clear. 


MILESTONES 


ELECTED: S.R. Bommai, former chici minister of 
Karnataka, as the interim president of the Janata Dal on 
IVMay. 

KILLED: Mirwalz Mouivi Farooq, religious leader and 
chairman of the Awami Action Committee, by 
unidentified gunmen in Srinagar on 21 May. This was the 
second attempt on his life in the last five weeks. 

APPOINTED: Surjlt Singh Barnala, former chief 
minister of F^unjab, as the Governor of Tamil Nadu on 22 
May. 


RESIGNED: Om Prakash Chautala, chief minister of 
Haryana, on 22 May, after the crisis within the Janata Dal 
over the Meham issue. 

ELECTED: 'The Haryana deputy chief minister, BanarasI 
Daa Gupta, as leader of the state Janata Dal Legislature 
Party on 23 May. Subsequently, he succeeded Chautala as 
chief minister. 


RESiQNED: A.L. Jagmohan, Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir, on 25 May. 











RANDOM NOTES 


.for 

i' The ,<;0iiar©s8’ isijfoetiine 
'4E>vbUi^lMtciieN^. Or, 
r#4iy, lf;K'.,“yewftri 

■ wait in vaforfor an wtrawtice 

m 10 lat)t>ath? 

Apparei^, aon<3e he had 

IrRpi««$ Slhratikai'. Dayal 
Tewaii lamted tw 
at ft’ajiv i^anbi’&.resk^ 
ence, hofung, nb<ioubt, to 
be cbi^aw^d for his 
fadb^ wifo Or, at. 
the vbry least, to be 
absolved oif the bteme in 
the fracas he was currently 
involved in. 

I But alas, things turned 
I out very difterenlly for the 
; former information and 
broadcasting minister. He 
was kept waiting outside 
the Congress president’s 







HEARD IN CENTRAL HALL 

Isn't it amazing how a man can 
go from being a fine 
administrator to a communal 
menace in five years? That, at 
least, is how Rajiv makes it 
sound. 

A JANATA DAL MP ON RAJIV'S ATTACKS 
ON JAGMOHAN WHO WAS ONCE A 
CONGRESS(I) FAVOURITE 


W'dk -la-.- M. - 

valr« 
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How they nste in Harytma 



.stdilation of computers (ex¬ 
act Rimber unspectQed) ip 
die Baja’s (and the Rani's) 
bedroom. 

, this fascination with ail 
things 'electronic doesn't, 
end here. V.P. Sineb fos 
also taken to dashing his 
Casio pocket diary around 
in Parliament at the least 
provocation, seerningly en* 
gaMd in complicated cal¬ 
culations. 

Perhaps, we finally havic 
a one-man answer to Rfijiv 
Gandhi's computer boy«. 


no 
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■ He may have been 
forced to accept the 
arty directive on Haryana 
ut nothing, and nobody. 
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nm PrshauNi trhSIWslK .Btlll runs the state, though 
crtty by proxy now. Hts proteaiations of being a 
'‘disoiplifted sotetier" of the party notwithstanding, he 
functions as the commanding officer in Haryana. Papa 
'Lai Is, of course, Flak) Mardial. 


RaiU tril Ass Qapiiu )s only a cipher: the real 
power i«dth meUevi Lai/Chautala combine 

Ccshphtins bitterly eboiif }he situation he finds himself 
y,4i^tmlvsMienf4^lF>ct«on are out of earshot 




Om Prakash ChMitaiK Hw 
^owniMrs* game 

am convince Om Prakash 
Chautala to abide by the 
rules of the game. 

And we’re not just talk¬ 
ing politics here, either. 
Apparently, the former 
Hatyana chief minister has 
been seen careering around 
on tfolhi roads in a Mer¬ 
cedes Benz. Whidi is ah 
very well, if it wasn’t for, 
one little oversight on 
Cbautala’s part. The Tau’s 
eldest-born has forgotten to 
'pr^ a - immber-piate, foy 
Wifotmk vehicle, w . 






































■ Mach is made of die 
security provided to 
Rajiv Quidhi. la fact, tbe 
former Prime Minister has 
virtually no security and 
anybody who wishes to pull 
a ^n on him would have 
no difficulty getting past 
the sleepy guards. 

A recent visitor to 10 
Janpath sauntered into the 
deserted reception area and 
was waved through by the 
man at the desk. A bored 
looking policeman raised a 
quizzical eyebrow and then 
refused to use his metal 
detector on the grounds 
that “Iski to appointment 
hop" 

Inside 10 Janpath, 
there’s just one safari- 
suited security man who 
spends a lot of time listen¬ 
ing to what is probably a 
walkie-talkie (though it 
could be a transistor radio) 
and smiles benignly at all 
visitors without bothering 
to check their bonafides. 



HEARD IN CENTRAL HALL 


Maneka Gandhi ha» a new 
slogan: keep India green. Jail a 
bMr today. 


A CONGRESS(I) MP ON MRS GANDHI'S 
PERSECUTION OF MUNNA THE BEAR 


it is now reasonably certain 
that V.P. Singh will allow 
tbe Narmada project to go 
ahead. Nor is he likely to 
compromise on other en¬ 
vironmental issues, as his 
decision to give the en¬ 
vironment ministry a fully- 
fledged minister to control 
Maneka Gandhi demons¬ 
trates. 

Many environmentalists 
believe that the time has 
now come for Maneka to 
do a L.C. Jain and resign 
from the government. The 
move is certain to win her 
widespread public support 
and VP will give in to get 
her to withdraw the res¬ 
ignation. And even if he 
doesn’t, Maneka will have 
got so much acclaim for the 



Mmwiw QnsdM: If youV* 
gotta ge^jpnow 

scandalised environmental¬ 
ists but it has clearly won 
the Prime Minister’s heart. 

Despite the brave assur¬ 
ances be gave Baba Amte, 


lta|ivQoiMM:tiwciMnlo I 
aromlMfi I 

Given the appalling state 1 
of his security set-up, Gan- ' 
dhi is probably lucky that 
I all his enemies are inside 
I the Congress and not out- 
I side. 


WiH Mtmna’s 
jailer resign? 

■ Gujarat chief minis¬ 
ter Chimanbhai 
Patel’s liillc pro-Narmada 
drama in New Delhi has 


THERMOMETER 


Where they stood onJagmohan’s 
ouster 

■ FmtiandM: The minister in charge of 
Kashmir affairs has never made any secret of his dislike 
for the Governor, And his concerted anti-Jagmohan 
campaign was one of the factors that helped the Raia 
make up hie mind. 

« AmnUtthfli: The commerce minister threw his 
not.tooOhsWeirBble weight behind his protege, but even 
. that didn’t prove to be enough. Despite Nehru’s 
increasingly des$iete» defence, Jagmohan was out. 

■ Moltt Mohammad SayeMl: Was a 

front-ranking member of the 
save-Jagmohan-al-all-costs campaign but all his efforts 
came to naught. It Was only in keeping: the Prime 
Minister has stopped regarding his advice on Kashmir 
for some time now. 

a B.O. Ooiillimikli: Prlndpaf secretary to the PM, 
Deshmukh played an important role in convincing (he 
Raja to let the Governor go. 

....■■■... >.>1 

a Naroah Ohandnu Home secretary and brother of 
the new J&K Governor, the former RAW chief, Girish 
(Gary) Saxena, Chandra tobbied hard to gel Jagmohan 
out. And succeeded, 


xesignation that 
el ffiture wtll be 
So far. the oAber 
Gandhi has not decit^ .'^- 
her course of aotib®. SSj 
those who know, her ai*-f 
betting that she'll choose to 
resign, - ; -v 

At any rate, it beids jailv 
ing poor Muiina the beat 
while allowing ybur govern¬ 
ment to merrfly destroy our 
eco-system. 


Maharaja and 
Thakur 

■ In the midst of all the 
Janata Dak-BJP she¬ 
nanigans. , an interesting 
alliance within the Con- 
gress(I) has gone unre¬ 
marked. 

Madhavrao Scindia has 
actually made up with Ar- 
jun Singh, bis bete noire in 
Madhya Pradesh politics. 

What accounts for the 
change of heart? Apparent¬ 
ly, Scindia is so convinced 



Madhaviwt SeindiKbeital; 
Arjun than Atq{ni 

that Sardar Anj^e, the de\ 
facto chief tnlnistet ot 
Madhya Pradesh will victi¬ 
mise him, that he is keen to. 
at least unite the'^te Con-’ 
gress party behind him. •. j 
And Atjun Sii^? 
he feels that if h# 
with Scindia, Rajiv 
vise his opinion Of bint. M. 
present, Rajiv sees Singh, 
a double-dealing, dompir- 
atortai sort. But if he notes ‘ 
that Singh and ^india are | 
buddies, bp 

his mind. • j 
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Masala and 
mythology 


T ill' cuil i>l an cf)i( (20“ 

2() M.iv) m.uk' mtcicsl- 
mf! l(.■,t(,lln^ U R ClH)pi>i s 
Mahablwra! h.is spell- 
hound millions of vit'Wfis 
all over the toimtry toi the 
past H4 weeks Truly. Sun¬ 
days will never he the same 
again alter the mega-serial 


the portrayal ot the charac¬ 
ter of Draiipadi Such slips 
III the interpietation not¬ 
withstanding the seiial is 
shekiv made iiiid deseives 
.li! the popularity it now 
en|ovs 

\pait liom exeelient 
team woik, Chopra s 
dream pi o)eet can also 
hoast ol hiilliant individual 
peiloim.mces - Miikesh 
Hhishma' Khanna,_Rupa 
'I traupacir Ciangulv, P.ink- 
a| 'K.iriia' Dheci, to name 
a lew And .tbove ,iil. the 
golden voice ol the late 
llenianta Mukher)ee 
(though nowhere men¬ 
tioned m the credits) who 
recites the shloka beloie 
the serial begins will con¬ 
tinue to haunt us long .dtei 
the serial comes to an end 
Nsntia Dulal Roy Chowdhury, 
Kharagpur (West Bengal) 

■ I'he correspondent has 
lightly ohseived that Sun¬ 
days will nevei he the same 


As the epic draws to a close 
every viewer, irrespective 
ol his religion oi taste, will 
miss the gods ni action and 
the sound of the conch 
shells that heralded the be¬ 
ginning of 45 minutes of 
colourtui mythology on 
television evciv Sunday 

K. Chldanand Kumar, Bangalore 
(Karnataka) 

■ While eveiything h<is to 
come to an end some day, it 
IS indeed unloitumite that 
TV's Mahahharat will con¬ 
clude 111 a way that will 
destroy the spirit of the 
gieatepic Lxpressmg the 
gist of Maliahlwrai m a lew 
lines, Rabindraii.ith 1 tigoie 
summed it up thus ‘ Hi- 
/aver sheila’ r/icv ntah i/>- 
lavcini Sliujal a\hui bi\had 
niahunlll(Ui\ duinu 
kontedic dani( liiro mana- 
hvrprune " (that great de¬ 
parture after the victory, 
lhatgicat soriowaltei the 



Acccnefrom MMaMianif:the great entertabwr 


diaws to .1 close in mid- 
June. bcc.iuse Ihcie is very 
little possibility that any 
seiial will ever match 
( hopra s mui;niim opus 
eithei in technical skill or in 
the i|ualilv of .icting 
It IS true th.it the seiial 
genoialed a l.iii amount ol 
contioveisv- paiticularly 
•IS a result ot the inclusion 
ot I Old Kiishn.i'schild- 
l^hood as p.irt of the epic and 


again in the absence ot the 
much sought-after serial 
Mahahharat. As a matter ot 
tact, the serial even beat 
Ramayan in terms of popu¬ 
larity and continued to top 
the V lewership charts in 
spite of the renewal of its 
iival epic in the form of 
('tun kaitiaYun There is no 
doubt that as far as technic¬ 
al skill is concerned. Chop¬ 
ra has scored over Sagar 


achievement ot success is 
spreading the everlasting 
message ot peace among 
mankind) The Pandavas 
would not have been the 
great epic heroes they are if 
they had lived happily ever 
after, content to get their 
kingdom back and uncon¬ 
cerned about the havoc- 
caused by the battle of 
Kurukshetra They were 
sensitive enough to realise 


the hollowness of a victory 
that claimed the lives of so 
many ot their near and dear 
ones and caused wide¬ 
spread destruction and sor¬ 
row It IS indeed unfortun¬ 
ate that the actual end, 
which transforms this war 
drama into a sublime tale ol 
suffering, should have been 
changed in Choprti’s 
Mahabhutal Ol the count¬ 
less deviations committed 
bv the directoi in the 
course ol making this 
niega-serial, this is the most 
tiagic 

Susmlla Bhattacharya, Calcutta 
(Weal Bengal) 

■ Minus the Mahalthatui. 
.Sunday moiniiigs will be 
dull and dieaiv y\las good 
I flings come to an end as 
much as bad ones -kncl as *■ 
B K ( liopi.i s epic .ibraca- 
d.ihi.i conies to an end, one 
can onlv hope it will be 
replaced on Sund.iy nioin- 
mgs by something ccju.illv 
enteitammg 

Kallcharan Banerjee, Calcutta 
(Weet Bengal) 

Prejudiced 

T he article on the lan¬ 
guage issue {Mindyour 
language, 22 —28 April) 
was interesting, but a little 
biased It is absurd to sug¬ 
gest that English (and not 
Hindi) IS the link language 
in India Over 75 per cent 
of India can communicate 
in Hindi, while barely 5 per 
cent of India even under¬ 
stands English. This ratio, 
of course, vanes from state 
to state but the over all pic¬ 
ture remains the same. En¬ 
glish is an elitist language 
imposed on Indians by the 
British with a view to creat¬ 
ing a special class of oppor- 
tumsts who would be loyal 
to their phirang rulers. 

I am no fanatic myself 
and I certainly do not be¬ 
lieve in Mulayam Singh 
Yadav’s policy, which 
seems to be—"To be Hin¬ 
dustani, speak Hindi only” 
but there is hardly any 
harm in knowing how to 
speak the national tan¬ 
kage. Surely Hindi is more 
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Mulayam Singh Yaiiav: 
only Hindi 

Indian than Bnghsh. 

Samir Marx Mahalart, Naw OalhI 

■ The attitude id the UP 
^,'hicf minister towards En- 
MlUa as a medium of in- 
^Jrjtruction IS indeed shock- 
Today, English IS as 
essential as the different 
Indian languages, especial¬ 
ly because it acts as a link 
language in oui multi¬ 
lingual society and destroys 
the north-south divide 
Even illiterate people often 
use a number of English 
words III their speech, such 
as, glass, chair, table, etc 
Will the chief miinstei now 
compel us to use \hu(ih 
ifindi versions of these 
words’ 

Doyanidhl Benia, Berhampur 
(Orlasa) 


Thebabu 

syndrome 

C on^atulations for the 
incisive analysis of the 
“babu syndrome” which is 
the sole cause of our 
national malaise Produc¬ 
ing only files and hot air 
these overfed drones gorge 
on the blood, sweat and 
tears of the hapless mortals 
under them. 

Being rulers who neither 
see nor feel, nor know, but 
flow through public scorn 
like mud from a muddy 
spring of perks and 
priveleges—sans accounta¬ 
bility, sans responsibility so 
utterly unlike the ideal 
bureaucratic framework 
1 which our leaders dreamt 


of No nation has pros¬ 
pered with a corrupt and 
parasitic bureaucracy— 
neither will India. 

G.I.D. 'Souza, Bangalore 
(Karnataka) 

■ The seamy side of the 
IAS highlighted in your fe¬ 
ature surely exists. But the 
impression you give that 
this is all there is to the 
service, is definitely mis¬ 
leading In sharp contrast 
those officers who on trans¬ 
fer have refused to quit 
their bungalows until their 
potato crop is ready for 
harvesting, 1 can point to 
others who have packed 
their bags without fuss and 
gone on transfer 16 times in 
20 years rather than give in 
to the will of the powers 
that be There are joint 
secretaries who refuse to 
avail themselves of the m- 
tlucnee it takes to get a 
three-bedroom house on 
Humayun Road, and have 
spent more than ten 
months after their appoint¬ 
ment in “transit accom¬ 
modation"—namely two 
tiny rooms in Pragati Vihar 
hostel A service which has 
produced the likes of P S 
Appu and M N Buch (who 
resigned from .service 
rather than take w rong de¬ 
cisions), cannot be entirely 
corrupt 

After 25 years in the 
IAS, I can vouch for the 
fact that even today it con¬ 
tains, at all levels, officers 
whose integrity is beyond 
question. 

5.S. Rlzvl, Naw Delhi 

A typical babu: not all are 
corrupt 



Dwcrimbiatoiy 

attHude? 


E very Indian it seems 
needs to be a relation 
of the Mufti, so that when 
the time comes he or she will 
be saved from the hands of 
the terrorists. But if the un¬ 
fortunate victim IS not so 
privileged? What then'> 
AskHaq and Khera (The 
hour of the gun, 22 —28 
April). 

The Indian Government 
went to the extent of releas¬ 
ing five dreaded militants 
to free Dr. Rubaiya. We 
support the government, as 


Sikhs) who were terrorised 
by the militants and finally 
compelled to leave the VaE 
ley. Their only fault: they 
were a symbol of India in 
the terror-ridden state. 

Notwithstanding the 
claims of the correspon¬ 
dent,thosehlledin paramilit¬ 
ary and police firing were 
by no means innocent. But 
the 40 odd people killed by 
the terronsts were in no 
way involved in the politic¬ 
al mess that has now en¬ 
gulfed the state and were 
killed simply to scare non- 
Muslims and to establish 
the militants’ illegal author¬ 
ity over all those in the Val¬ 
ley, who do not subscribe 
to the rule of the gun. 




A troubled area in Srinagar: 


a life was saved, whatever 
be the cost But what steps 
did the government take to 
save the Kashmir university 
vice-chancellor Musheer- 
Ul-Haq his secretary Abdul 
Ghani and H M.T. general 
managei H.L Khera. Ev- 
eiyt Indian has the nght to 
ask the government if there 
IS any difference between 
tlie lives of Rubaiya Sayeed 
and these three unfortunate 
men’’ And if the answer is 
no, then why were they not 
given equal treatment’’ 

Kafa! Quha, Jharauguda, 

(Orlaaa) 

■ It IS indeed unfortunate 
that the story does not 
focus enough attention or 
show concern for the one 
lakh members of the minor¬ 
ity community (including 


the end game 

Moreovei every individual 
thus killed, every innocent 
shopkeeper and govern¬ 
ment employee, was dub¬ 
bed informers’—a dubious 
allegation that formed an 
I excuse for their persecu¬ 
tion. 

It is therefore hardly sur¬ 
prising that hundreds of 
Kashmiri Hindus (or Sikhs) 
had to leave everything 
I they had earned, their 
homes, their belongings 
i only to become refugees. 

; Being a real victim of the 
I situation I know how ter- 
! rifying it is for anyone to 
I give up everything that one 
I has always held so dear. It 
IS high time something 
drastic was done to cut the 
terrorists to size. • 

AirilSanf. TaHab TMoNalu0aa 
CantpfJanami) 
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■ In an age of decreasing 
military conflict 
throughout the world, it 
would be a great tragedy 
if India and Pakistan, two 
vital democracies, should 
choose to settle their 
differences with the gun 
rather than through 
peaceful discussion and 
compromise. 

GsoROEBirsH. United 
States President 

*is going 
ia reeard 


to Kashmir Truth is 
being crucified .. .truth is 
bitter. Some people do 
not want to listen to the 
truth. 

Jagmohan, former 
Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir 

■ No doubt that the act 
of firing on a funeral 
procession was bad, but 
the removal of the 
Governor was not a 
solution to It and the 
whole matter could have 
been probed by higher 
authorities. 

LK. AnvANi, BJP 
president, on Jagmohan's 
resignation 

■ How can wc accept 
Indian sovereig.nty over 
Kashmii when wc are 
fighting to eliminate it? 

Amani)i.lam Khaij, 
chairmen of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Liberation 
Front 


■ But God protect us 
from politicians. They tie 
a goat to water and a fish 
to the stake. You don't 
know what they will .say 
or do. 

Mahenura Singh Ti kaii , 
Bharatiya Kisan Union 
leader 

• Tikka Khan has been 
asked to leave Kashmir, 
but unfortunately, Yahya 
Khan continues lo run the 
government in Delhi. 

M-J. Akbak, Congress(I) 
MP 

■ VP Singh talks of 
value-based politics. I 
have known him for 32 
years. I know his values. 

R.K. Dhawan, 

Congress(l) MP 

■ The ruling paity should 
not think the Opposition 
is a destabilising force. 
What is wrong if the 
Opposition wants to 
destabilise the ruling 
party? Destabilisation of 


the government is not the 
destabilisation ot the 
country. 

Zail Singh, former 
President of India 

■ The so-called 
■dear-cuts’ like Fotedar 
and Satish Sharma helped 
bring Rajiv Gandhi down. 
1 don’t follow any 
clear-cut road to disaster. 

V.P. Singh, Prime 
Minister, on why there 
seems to be no clear cut 
direction of his party 



(IMOAY ID-te Juiw ISSO 



























Divided they faii 

V.P. Singh may find himself in deep trouble if he doesn't 

make up with the Tan 


COUNTERViEW MMBBBBBMBMMBM 

VINOD MEHTA -4 



Devi Lai (left) and V.P. Singh: The proposition that the Tau is a paper 
tiger is facile. Within the party, the deputy prime minister is certainly no 
paper tiger. In a 15-round contest with the MP from Fatehpur, he is likely 


to emerge winner, albeit on points 


Lven scli-fulfilliiig 
piophccics need 
time to nidtiirc 
However, barely 
24 hours after the 
dispatch of niy 
column warning 
against the dan¬ 
gers ol alienating 
the deputy prime 
minister, the man in question struck 
back ferociously. We commentarywal- 
tahs are usually tickled pink when oui 
political star-garmg turns out to be 
even .‘rO pei cent accurate Alas, m this 
case, 1 get no satisfaction in being 
proved right It is my side which is 
batting 

Mr Devi Lai fired his first salvo in 
Tht’ Tinic\ of Indui He told the papei 
that he felt "betrayed" by the Prime 
Minister who had failed to protect his 
“faithful wufudaar" Shorn of ver¬ 
biage, this means that the Haryana 
patriarch holds VP personally re¬ 
sponsible for making his son resign 
But the leal menace was attached lo 
the rider He noted that while he 
would do nothing to upset the life of 
the National Fiont government, he 
couldn't make a similar promise about 
V P Singh, “'rhe people will never 
lorgivc us if we bring the sarkar 
down,” he sard, explaining his devious 
dual strategy. 

Both statements spell cyclonic 
turbulence loi the National Front, and 
paiticularly for its beleaguered leader 
Mr Devi Lai has been persuaded that 
the Prime Minister himself led the 
campaign for the ouster of his son So, 
in the wafer-thin professional rela¬ 
tionship between the two, a personal, 
or rather family, element has been 
introduced Mr V.P Singh, unfortu¬ 
nately, is in no position to claim that it 
were his Cabinet colleagues, or public 
pressure, or both, that forced his hand 
since he has overtly and covertly taken 
full credit for cleaning up the Meham 
mess. The deputy prime minister, 
understandably, now no longer feels 
the need to keep the p,arty leadership 
undisturbed. 


Although The I'lmes interviewer did 
not specifically pose the question, I 
suspect that if in the process of de¬ 
throning V.P Singh, the government 
IS also dethroned. Mr Devi Lai would 
willingly pay that price. Thus, all the 
talk of “people not forgiving ' is so 
much hot air For Om Prakash 
Chautala's father, the Prime Minister 
IS a man who has to be urgently cut 
down to size. If the government falls 
too—well, tough luck. At any rale, it 
is virtually impossible to destabilise 
the leader of the ruling party m a 
parliamentary democracy and not des¬ 
tabilise the government, he or she 
leads in the bargain 


T he speed with which Mr Devi Lai 
has gone public with his intentions 
suggests that the deputy PM is not 
going to hang around planning his 
offensive for an attack to be mounted 
SIX months hence. Hostilities have 
already begun. They can only get 
bloodier 

Would Devi Lai have revealed his 
revenge plan so swiftly if the results of 
the Darba Kalan byelection had not so 
whoopmgly endorsed him and his son? 
1 doubt It. Chautala's critics, both in 
New Delhi and in Haryana, were 
desperately hoping for a poor show¬ 
ing Defeat was perhaps too optimistic 
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an expectation, but a small majority, 
say of 7,500, would have weakened 
Devi Lai's hand considerably Alas, a 
54,0(K)-vote victory in a contest where 
all the other candidates lost their 
deposits can only be seen as an un¬ 
qualified triump 

Perhaps this may be a good moment 
to pause and consider—not the scale 
and magnitude of the Meham election 
frauds--but the culture that made 
them possible There is enough inde¬ 
pendent evidence fo confirm that the 
shameful incidents—including one 
murder—did occur That the Devi Lai 
clan bears a major responsibility for 
most of these incidents is also incon¬ 
testable, indeed it is more than likely 
that the Chautala family was directly 

J olved m intimidation and general 
^tdaf^iri However, we forget at our 
il, that in Haryana, politicians 
across the board are by and large 
crooked and two-faced, and elections, 
whethei local or national, are sought 
to be manipulated by all parties 
Doubtless, Devi Lai and progeny rep¬ 
resent the unacceptable face of 
Haryana politics But Messrs Bhajan 
Lai, Bansi Lai and Dangi are not 
paragons of virtue either 

The citizens of Haryana understand 
this better than most of us There is no 
other explanation for Chautala's 
thumping victors, five days after he 
resigned, and in a sense accepted 
blame foi Meham Mark I and Meham 
Mark 1! It is inconceivable that the 
electorate of Darba Kalan was una¬ 
ware of the happenings in the other 
^ constituency, but they voted tor 
Chautala with a vengeance in an 
election thai was by all accounts trans¬ 
parently fair. Were they trying to tell 
us something'^ Were they passing 
judgement on the thundciings of lead¬ 
er-writers and value-based politicians'^ 
C'onsidcring what they were offered, 
did they in fact make a shrewd choice'' 
How come no one is talking about the 
‘native intelligence' of the voters of 
Darba Kalan^ 

E ven as I write, Devi Lai has 
plunged the party into two fresh 
crises (we can from now on expect a 
crisis a day) One is major, one minor 
But. both are aimed at undermining 
the authority of the Prime Minister 
Whoever actually obtained the signa¬ 
tures of the 50 Janata Dal MPs on the 
memorandum against the Mufti—.San- 
tosh Bharatiya’s name in this connec- 
* tion doesn't make much sense—we 
can be sure that it was inspired by 



Chandra Shekhar: Wasting no time. 
Swiftly moving m as co-conspirator 


Devi Lai Observe how swiftly Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar has moved in as a co- 
conspirator You can be sure that soon 
the chief ministers of Gujarat, Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar will be invited to 
join the bandwagon The deputy 
prime minister’s sudden and public 
show of affection for Charan Singh 
means that strenuous efforts are on to 
i woo the industry minister 
Altogether, wc can expect to see a 
powerful conglomeration of Cabinet 
ministers, chief ministers. MPs and 
MLAs captained by the strong man of 
Haryana, and ranged against V P 
Singh 

Mr Devi Lai’s championing of the 
Janata Dal interim president's case is 
not fortuitous either S R Bommai 
got his job in the first place, thanks to 
the exertions of the deputy prime 
minister Now, his insistence that 
Bommai, not Ramaknshna Hegde, 
lead the party’s delegation to China is 
of a piece with his advocacy 

They were some who advised V P 
Singh to take firm action against Om 
Prakash Chautala and to “finish off" 
Devi Lai According to this school, j 
the Chaudhary is a paper tiger who ! 
by bluff and blackmail has managed to 
foster the notion of his own indispen- 
sability Happily, he is now exposed, 
wounded and on the run Swift and 
terminal surgery will quickly put him 
out of mischief Even if there is some 
blood-letting, it will be a small price to 
pay for ridding the party and the 
government, of a congenital and 
treacherous wrecker 

It IS an attractive proposition. If the 
deployment of forces had been in 
favour of the Pnme Minister, he 
would recommend it unreservedly. 


But. for starters, the proposition that 
Devi Lai is a paper tiger is facile 
Perhaps he is despised by the readers 
of the Indian Express and India To¬ 
day, but as the voters of Darba Kalan 
have shown, he is stil! a force to be 
reckoned with in large parts of north 
India Moreover, within the party, the 
deputy prime minister is certainly no 
paper tiger. In a 15-round contest with 
the MP from Eatehpur he is likely to 
emerge a winner albeit on points 

N evertheless, as a hypothetical ex¬ 
ercise let us speculate on ho* 
events would develop if both com¬ 
batants declared war Supposing in 
this war. V P Singh did begin to 
marginalise Ocvi Lai, it would mean 
that nearly all his creative energies 
and manifest talents would be utilised j 
in planning and implementing the 
mechanics of this battle The business 
of governance would have to take 
-second place And if the Prime Minis¬ 
ter did achieve his goal in a couple of 
years, it would be at the cost of the j 
prime ministership, which by then i 
would be in .such a shambles that he j 
would, at best, be perceived as a 
well-meaning incompetent j 

It is much more likely, of course, | 
that Devi Lai will either ‘finish off" j 
V P Singh or engage him in a prot- , 
racted fight iii which there arc no | 
winners match drawn.as it wcic Such 
a result would be equally ratastiophic 
for the PM because, uniikc his opjio- 
nent, he has to keep an eye on the 
nation and periodically assess his 
chances of rc-cicclion 

Actuallv, there is only one option 
for V P. Singh He must make up with 
Devi Ldl The Prime Minister is a 
self-confessed master of the “art of 
managing contradictions”. Here is a 
real test for him, one which he must 
take if he has any instinct for self- 
preservation. Doubtless, he will be 
told that any conciliatory gestuie 
would amount to losing face Those 
who give him such advice are not his 
friends 

In public life there is nothing repre¬ 
hensible about unholy wedlock. 
Democracies from Australia to Cana¬ 
da are strewn with examples of bitter 
foes contained by the rules of the 
game, Theie is no reason to believe 
that Devi LaTs ambitions cannot be 
legitimised within the National Front. 
Hie need of the hour is for truce talks 
to be initiated All supporters ot this 
government will wish Godspeed to 
such endeavours. • 


MMDAV10-18 Mm laao 


9 





INTERVIEW 


“I am heartbroken” 

Former J&K Governor Jagmohan on his removal and what it 

means for the Valley 


Unperturbed h\ (rtiit ism the ret cul¬ 
ly nominated member ot the Rujva 
Sabha, Jagmohan, stands h\ every step 
I he took as (ttnenior oj Jammu and 
I Kashmir "/ dunk what I did was abso¬ 
lutely (orred and justified. " he us.serts 
Jagmohan savs he has entered Parlia¬ 
ment In he able "to tell the i ountrv the 
truth about Kashmir" and resli>re the 
sanctity and "spirit of our institutions" 
However, he is upset about not being 
permitted to have his say in Parka- 


when you lose voiir wd\, >ou tind <1 j of things were g(nnp on in the name ut 
new one 1 never wished to use harsh 1 terrorism Even government officials 
methoils But the terrorist' had ere- | were crossing over to Pakistan and 
ated an atmosphere in which anv kind \ coming back 1 put an end to all that 
ot developmental work wa' impossi- ! During my tour months, I seized ab- 
ble I made it my fust aim to stop i out 10(1 Kalashnikovs, vast quantities 
terionsm and ttien go in t'u massive of other arms, explosives, grenades 
development and ammunition When Pakistani 

When I arrived in Srin,ieai there , mobs tried to cross over into Kashmir, 
were terrorists all over the [ilace anti- | they were shot dead by our security 
India slogans on every vvall, JKI.F i forces That put an end to illegal bor- 
(.lammu and Kashmii I ibei.ition | dcr crossings It was a signal to Pakis- 


1 ment "All / svanied to ,sa\ is that a 1 Front) flags everywheie ;ind <dl sorts 
fanel ol^Sufme^^^^ _ " 

absolve him and, evin- ^ 
tually, the toiiniry mil ™ 
realise his worth Mean¬ 
while. he IS resigned to 
living as an MP in Delhi, 
under heavy security 


SiiNUAv: Why did you 
resign as the Governor 
of Jammu and Kashmir ? 
Jagmohan: Th:it was a 
matter decided by the 
cential government It 
was one of those things 
that came about 1 
would not like to go into 
It now. 




Q: You were supposed to 
administer the healing 
touch to the state. What 
happened? 

A: When 1 went to .Sri- 
I nagar, I declared that 
my role would be that of 
I a nursing orderly Mv 
|ob would be to nurse 
the state back to health, 
with care and compas¬ 
sion and everything else 
1 It needed That vs what I 
strived to do But there 
IS a s.iving in IJidu that 
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"I don’’t mind being alone. I'd rather be 
alone and do what I feel is right than 
compromise my principles” 


were crossing over to Pakistan and 
coming back 1 put an end to all that 
During my tour months, I seized ab¬ 
out 10(1 Kalashnikovs, vast quantities 
of other arms, explosives, grenades 
and ammunition When Pakistani 
mobs tried to cross over into Kashmir, 
they were shot dead by our security 
forces That put an end to illegal bor¬ 
der crossings It was a signal to Pakis¬ 
tan that they had better heed out 
iAi-, 0 ' ,,iD Av warnings 

I prevented terrorists 
from holding a cere¬ 
mony which they had in- 
1 vited the Indian and 
I foreign press to covet, in 
which they planned to 
declare Kashmir an in- 

( dependent state That 

! incident is worth writing 
a book about. 1 arrested 
the terrorists involved in 
the Rubaiya kidnapping 
case and other major 
terrorists We broke 
their back We caught 
hundreds of young men 
who had crossed over 
trom Pakistan Some of 
I them even confessed on 

I television that they had 

p been trained in Pakistan 

in subversive activities 
As for the charge that 
' I was too harsh, all I can 

say is that 1 had issued 
clear instructions to the 
police and security 
■ forces to adopt a 

-<1 humane approach The 

1 home ministry files are 

* full of letters from me 

: requesting supplies of 

i rubber pellets, water 

hoses, tear-gas shells 
other such things to 
help the police control 
. crowds without causing 

Br DG any casualties I have 

bsn clearly stated that the 

absence of these provi¬ 
sions was making it diffi¬ 
cult to handle rioters 
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always meant 
to administer 
the healing 
touch. You can 
see the results: 
the terrorists 
were on the run, 
normalcy was 
restored'’ 


peatetully This is all documented 

1 had always meant to he a nui ang 
ordeiK. 1 always meant to administer 
the healing touch You can see the 
results the terrorists were on the lun 
Normalcy was restoied And except 
for the shoot-out with the Mirwai/ 
Farooq processionists (the liiner.il 
procession of the leligious Icadei on 
which the police opened liie), there 
was no major incident In tact, Cien 
Rawley wrote me a ietter--which 1 ;im 
going to plate in the Housc--in which 
he said 1 had the unique distinction of 
being the only person to have effee 
lively tackled the problem of urban 
terronsm in such a short time He was 
all praise for my house-to house 
* search methotl I had oideied security 
forces to adopt this approach ami, as a 
result of It, we were able to arrest 
hundreds of wanted men and seize 
huge quantities of arms and equip¬ 
ment. 

That is why I said m the Rajya 
Sabha—and the Congress didn't allow 
me to speak there because they didn't 
want to hear the truth, but I said it 
later at my press conference—let there 
be a panel of judges of the Supreme 
Court to assess my work and go into 
the charges against me. Let them see 
for themselves what I have done. I will 
not judge myself, Tet the judges do 
that. Let there be an independent 
judicial enquiry And the truth will be 
known. 

Q; You said you needed two more 
months to restore complete normalcy 
and law and order in the state. l>o you 


think you could hare achieved this if 
vou had staved on? 

I could h.i\c perhaps I hc suu,i- 
tioii has improveti considcrablv It is 
noi so alarming for the whole stale 
lammu and Kashmii doesn't imlv con¬ 


sist of the \ alley There arc I ch, 
Ladakh, .lammu also The trouble is 
confined to only a part ol Snnagat 
And the security torces and ihe admi- 
mstiation have pioved thai thev can 
handle the situation 



Q: But if it was terrorists you were I 
getting at, why did your methods make 
you so unpopular? Why was there an > 
uprising against you in the \ alley ? | 

A: This IS pait ol the disiulniinalion I 
being sprc.id agamsi me Ihe leiroi- | 
isls had enemnaged Ihe iIIusuti that j 
they eii)OVid popiilai Mqipnrl bv 
cic.iting a leal psychosis Also, it 
seneci the ini'Mesis ol ( ongress peo¬ 
ple w tu' didn't want nii to be 
appointed (loveinoi to sa\ such things 
because the v weie .itiaid I would ex¬ 
pose them .So thev kepi saving dial I 
am anil Miishm .ind I am impopuLii 

Q: What is the nature ol the terrorist 
moveineni? Is it confined In a section of 
the population? 

A: 7'hev aic* spie.iclmg teiioi Tliey 
kill people and then ihiovv Ihcir bodies 
where everyone can see them People 
are terrified and too seated to icsist 


"The people viewed 
the state legislature 
as unrepresentative. 

By dissolving the 
Assembly, I got rid of 
that grouse” 


So they i'liild the illusion of mass sup¬ 
port If you can clieck then activities 
the people will only be litippy to live m 
peace 

Q: You arc reported to have said that 
every Mu.slim in Kashmir is a terrorist. 
A: Thai is pure disinlormation How 
can I say such a thing’ 1 have said that 
I will sue the tabloid that punted that 
for the simple reason that nobody 
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tium the ni.ijjd/iiic It.iil cuirii to nie loi 
an interview 'Chev liaiJ not intei- 
VIewed me 

Q: Bill then, even kiyiv (iandhi re- 
ceiilli said that ehoosin}’ you us (Gov¬ 
ernor was a mistake because you were 
known for sour rabidly communal 
stance. And this charge against you. 
people say, dates bark to the l urkman 
(Gate demolitions which you ordered 
during the ^GlIle^gellcy. 

A: Disinloimation ag.iin There wa-. 
nolhini’ communal about the Tuik- 
man (late detnolitions In anv ease, it 
I was such a rabid eonimunalist. why 
did the ( (ingress goveinmeiil appoint 
me (iovemoi ol Delhi and lammii and 
K.ishmii III |OKII ,ind 1^84' I had .1 
vei\ pood leeord in lamiiui and Kasli 
niir then I'he people weie all lot me 
How did I become so po[nilai if I was 
a tabid tommimalist'* It was the ('on- 
piess poseimnent wliith appointed me 
first llow did I suddenly become a 


B.IP man? 

Q: There have been allegations of rape 
and loot by sccuritymcn w'hile you 
w-tre (Governor. What do you have to 
say about these? 

A: These are reports which were pick 
ed up from the People's Union of Civil 
i.iherties ("PUCL) findings, which 
weie exaggerated In tiny case, as a 
Ciovernor, I cannot be held responsi¬ 
ble for every act c^f every security man 
As far as I am concerned, I have al 
W'ays been for a humane appioach I 
had issued instructions t(i seciitity 
fences (() flic only when necessary 

Q: llow do you explain the 21 May 
firing on Mouivi Faroo(|'s funeral pro¬ 
cession? 

A; This IS again a sub|ect for a luclicial 
enquiiy But according to what I h;iye 
been told, the Moulvi's followeis 
being what they are, forcibly took 
away the body from the police When 


they w'cre taking the body in a ptoccs- 
sion, some of them attacked a police 
post on the way. .Seeing they weie 
outnumbered and overpowered, an 
I officei there .ibandoned the post As 
I the procession went on, it encoun- 
I ten eel anothei police post The secur¬ 
ity men thc'ie had c(>me to kneav (sl 
I what had happened at the preyious 
; pcist, where policemen yvere attacked 
I So thev resoited to the use ol arms 

I 

I 

j (J: Itcnu7.ir Bhutto is said to have made 
: a speech in Lahore, claiming that ,|ag- 
I mohun would become ‘Bhag Mohan' 

I because he would be forced to leave. 

! Do you believe your removal has 
emboldened the terrorists in the 
\ alley ? 

A; I suppose it has Ms Bhutto was 
despeiate t(> see me out of Kashmir 
because 1 was causing a gieal loss to 
hei goscinment I hacl begun arresting 
P.ikistan-trained terrorists and set7ing 
I their yveapons, explosives and 









ammunition Each Kalashnikov costs 
no less than Rs 1,()0,()0() How long 
could Ms Bhutto afford to suffer the 
loss'’ It was her money going down the 
dram You are right My removal 
must have been welcomed by terror- 
'sts That IS why 1 am heartbioken 

’.Q: Did you find the central govern- 
ijfrrtt uncooperative? 

, -A: Not exactly They did what thev 
could It is not correct to say that they 
did not cooperate with me at all 

Q: Were you Involved in the framing of 
the Kashmir policy while you were 
Governor? 

A: My job was dilferent The CJov- 
ernoTs role is entirely separate from 
the central government’s 

Q; But the central government did step 
on your toes: what about your differ¬ 
ences with the minister for Kashmir 
affairs, George Fernandes? 
Wasn’t he for a, 
more humane socio-1 
economic approach to 
the crisis? 

A: I was never against 
socio-economic steps In 
fact, during my last stmt 
as Governor of the 
state, I became popular 
for giving jobs to unem¬ 
ployed youth and car¬ 
rying out developmental 
work Only this time, it 
was my belief that no 
development would be 
possible in an atmos¬ 
phere of terror There 
was a demand to ensure 
retail outlets for apple- 
growers in Baramulla 
My position was that the 
government would be 
wasting its money and 
time on such schemes 
because ot the trouble in Will 

those parts. The terror¬ 
ists would simply rob the 
people I preferred to 


first put a stop to terrorism and then 
go in lor large-scale development 
work and socio-economic uplift 

Q: Du you think it was a mi.stake to 
dissolve the Assembly? After its dis¬ 
solution, you had to accept responsibil¬ 
ity for every act of the government. 
The A.ssembly was a safety valve, 
wasn't it? 

A: Not at all For two reasons First, 
the people of the state felt deprived c*" 
then franchise in the last election 
They viewed the state legislature as 
unrepresentative Second, they be¬ 
lieved the legislators were a corrupt 
lot By dissolving the Assembly, I got 
rid o( that grouse I made sure the 
people did not complain about the 
Governor fostering a corrupt oligar¬ 
chy. That also gave me a moral justi¬ 
fication toi the measures I planned to 
adopt to bring the state back on the 
path of normalcy 



ADVANI (left) AND RAJIV GANDHI 


"It was the Congress government 
which appointed me first. How did I 
become a BJP man?*’ 


Q: Do you think your removal has 
paved the way for the return of Dr 
Farooq Abdullah to the helm in the 
state? 

A: The central government will have 
to decide whether to return to the 
corrupt and unrepiesentative Assem¬ 
bly of the past oi not 

Q; There was talk that you were upset 
about being removed from Kashmir 
and that you would turn down the offer 
of a R^jya Sabha membership. What 
made you accept it? 

A: 1 have chosen to become a member 
of the Rajya Sabha to be able to tell 
the countiy the truth about Kashmir. I 
would also like to contribute my mite 
to the revival of the spirit of our in¬ 
stitutions These days, our institu¬ 
tions—like Parliament—have been re¬ 
duced to mechanical entities Their 
most important part—then spirit—is 
missing I want to help restore that 
spirit in them Tins is going to be my 
aim as a member of 
the Rajya Sabha I am 
not a jiolitician And I 
do not hanker for poli¬ 
tical office Even this 
time, when 1 w'as sent to 
Srinagar, I didn’t opt to 
go on my own. I was 
asked to go And I took 
up the assignment to see 
what I could do to help 
settle the problem. 
Now, 1 want to restore 
the sanctity of our in¬ 
stitutions 


Q: What if you find 
yourself a lonely man in 
Parliament, just as you 
did in Kashmir? 

A: 1 don’t mind being 
alone. I’d rather be 
alone and do what I feel 
is right than compromise 
my principles to have 
people follow me • 
Intmrvimwmitby Nlrmml 
Mttn/New DMtl 
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NEWSWATCH 


Killer 

on the 
run 
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The Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka police 
launch a massive 
operation to nab the 
dreaded sandalwood 
smuggler, Veerappan 


t will easily go down as one of 
the biggest, and perhaps the 
most determined, manhunts in 
the history of contemporary In¬ 
dia For three months now. ovei 
a thousand police personnel of two 
states--Tamil Nadu and Karnataka- 
are scouting every corner of the 25(1- 
km Sathyamaiigalam-Bargur-Kollegal 
dense forest range for a man who has 
been eluding them lor the last one 
decade—the dreaded poacher-tuined- 
sandalwood smuggler, Veerappan 
And It IS indeed proving to be a costly 
-search: the two stale governments arc 
spending as much as Rs one lakh a day 
to track down the fugitive. 

But the cops have so far failed to lay 
their hands on Veerappan And there 
j are enough reasons for the police to 
I draw a blank—in fact, they have very 
i little information regarding the where¬ 
abouts of Veerappan and his gang 
members Firstly, the area where the 
smuggler operates is virtually inac- 
i cessible —thick jungles cover the 
I Tamil Nadu-Karnataka border with 
I the liver Cauvery forming a natural 
\ boundary between the two states 
I Even a few yeais back, no police or 
: forest personnel dared to enter the 
I aiea Veeiappan and his men ruthless- 
! ly crushed all opposition—cops and 
j foresters were beheaded and their 
I bodies thrown into the Cauvery 
j But the single most important factor 
j that has come in the way of Veerap- 
! pan's arrest is the popularity of the 
j don among the villagers Veerappan is 
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a Robin Hood to many of the [woi 
peasants who live along the Tamil 
Nadu-Karnataka border Besides, 
since the state governments have done 
precious little to develop the area, the 
locals find it extremely difficult to eke 
out a living. Thus when Veerappan 
started his activities, it was a god-sent 
opportunity for them In fact Veerap¬ 
pan’s men ha\'e employed a large 
number of villagcis in the snadal wood 
smuggling business Little wonder 
then, the locals do not cooperate with 
the police in tracking down the 
outlaw 

Veerappan’s rise from a petty 
elephant poacher in the Seventies to 
one of the country’s top smugglers is 
indeed legendary He was. however, 
nabbed by the Karnataka Police in 
1^86 in Bangalore. But true to his 
style, he escaped from police custody, 
after bribing the cops. Since then, the 
sandalwood smuggler has gone on a 
rampage, gunning down policemen 


and forest officials at will. In July 
1987, Veerappan himself shot dead a 
Tamil Nadu forest ranger and a year 
j later, he kidnapped three jungle 
I guards and boiled them dead. His 
I exploits have dazed all law enforce- 
1 ment agencies in both Tamil Nadu and 
j Karnataka and today, forest guards 
j refuse to patrol the ai eas controlled by 
I the notorious gang 

i 

S andalwood smuggling is big busi¬ 
ness in large parts of Tamil Nadu 
and Kainataka And the people who 
have virtually monopolised this illegal 
trade mostly belong to the Padayachi 
Gounder community. The Padayachis 
are spread over the Mysore district of 
Karnataka and the Salem, Dharmapur 
and Pcriyar distncts of Tamil Nadu— 
areas where costly sandalwood is 
produced Apart from the fact that 
Veerappan belongs to the Padayachi 
community, his mentor during the 
early part of his life was the legendary 
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poachci, Scvi Goundcr. a man against 
^ whom thert- are at least 100 cases 
pending m different courts of the two 
states And bv the time he moved into 
the sandalwood jungles, Veciappan 
had made friends with those who 
mattered—politicians and police offi¬ 
cials In the last Assembly polls, 
Veerappan and his men had cam¬ 
paigned for Raju Gowda, the Con¬ 
gress MLA from Hanui in Karnataka, 
and Naachi Muthu the former 
AIADMK member from Mettur in 
Tamil Nadu Later, of couise, both 
the politicians jumped off the Veerap¬ 
pan bandwagon and firmly denied any 
links with the smuggler Veerappan 
hit back by sending a letter to the 
superintendent of police, Mysore, ex¬ 
posing his political mentors and 
agreeing to surrender if the two peo¬ 
ple who ‘‘used" him were arrested. 
The smuggler is also believed to have 
“good contacts” in the police and his 
gang has an excellent network of 


(CiockwiM from far 
left) Shetty with 
his men; the Tamil 
Nadu police 
scouting the 
Jungles; and, 
Veerappan: 
eluding the cops 


informants, who keep Veeiappan in¬ 
formed of any moves against him 

Towards the beginning of this yeai, 
the governments of both Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu reali.sed belatcdlv 
that Veerappan was more than just an 
elusive fugitive. For, by then, the 
smuggler had cleared most of the 
forest areas of valuable sandalwood 
In February, the authorities of both 
the states launched a joint operation, ' 
codenamed Operation ,Sna[>. to nab 
Veerappan Though the cops lailcd to 
arrest the kingpin of the limber trade, 
they managed to sei^e over b'S tonnes 
of the precious wood from the jungles 
of Sil'iikkal. 

The stcpped-iip police action dealt a 
severe blow to Veerappan and his 
band, making them more desperate 
The gang destroyed goveinment 
buses, looted a cooperative society 
bank and in a daring operation on 9 
April, ambushed a Karnataka police 
party which was returning to their 
base canp at Male Mahadeshwara 
Hills after scouting for Veerappan in 
the dense jungles. Four policemen 
were shot dead and the rest severely 
injured. 
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T he incident made the Tamil Nadu j 
and Karnataka gen'ernmenis sit I 
up Soon after. Vecrendra Patil. chief 1 
ministci of Karnataka, lormed a sjic- ■ 
cial task force to liquidate trie deadly 
gang The Tamil Nadu autboriiies i 
followed suit. Today, the cc>ps have , 
virtually taken over the sandalwood i 
toiests ot the two states, bul Vcciap- i 
pan continues to elude them I 

Though the Kjrnatak.t polne was ; 
somewhat demoialised aliei ihe 9 
April ambush, things h.ivs inijiioved , 
with the foimalion ot the task force 
Led by supercop K I' .Shelty a foi- ; 
mcr atrnyman and presently inspeclor- 
geiieral of Ihc Karnataka Special Re¬ 
serve Police, the task foice has been 
provided sophisticated arms like sten- 
guns, machineguns and 9 mm cai- 
bines, apart from walkie-talkie sets, 
heavy-duty (ceps and even a helicop¬ 
ter to cany out sorties V'eeiappan’s 
gang loo IS riiinouied lo have long- 
langc powerful guii'- As Shetty pre¬ 
dicted “Tl will be a bloodv light to the 
finish if Veeiappan conlionts us We 
aie going clecpei inln the jungles to 
hunt out the smuggler ” I-or the last 
one month. Shelly and his comman¬ 
dos are on a trekking expedition 
through the dense lorcsts, hoping for a 
chance encounter with Veerappan’s 
band 

But Veerappan definitely has a dis¬ 
tinct advantage over the task force. 
Born and brought up in the area, he is 
truly a man of the jungles. No wonder, 
the police is on a wild goose chase. 
Moreover, the smuggler has an effi- 
dent network of spies and the villagers ! 
inhabiting the forests often help out ! 
his gang with prior information about i 
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NEWSWATCH 


'lice movements It is also rumoured 
that Veerappan has a pet dog and a 
! monkey—they warn their master ot 
approaching danger The cops, on the 
: contrary, are relatively new to the 
hilly terrain Thus, even though Shetty 
and his men are well versed in guernl- 
' la warfare, they have tailed to make 
much headway And, time is clearly 
running out for the members of the 
, task force In a few months from now, 
the monsoon will set in, making the 
jungles even more inaccessible But 
Shetty hasn’t given up hope “We will 
not abandon the hunt So far, all the 
breaks seem to be going his (Veerap¬ 
pan’s) way, mainly because of the 
magnitude of the terrain he is operat¬ 
ing in With a bn ot luck we will get 
him, dead or alive,” he said 

otnpaied to its Karnataka coun- 
teipait, the Tamil Nadu task force 
ms to have achieved some success 
^*At the Meltui Dam camp otticc ot the 
] Tamil Nadu ,Special Police (TSP), 
commandant K CJopalakrishnan said 
“Wc arc going to nab Veerappan 
soon lie can’t last long ” In the past 
three weeks, the TSP has shot dead at 
least tour ot Veerappan’s close associ¬ 
ates and aricsted five more Besides, 
the supply ot arms to the gang has 
' been plugged with the arrest ol a gun 
dealer m Salem In tact, the police 
force of the two slates came close to 
nabbing Veerappan once The smug¬ 



Njiachi Muttiu; VMnppm’t 


Friends, 
now foes 

Why has Veerappan 
fallen out with his 
mentor, Naachi Muthu? 

I 

I t IS an impressive farmliouse on 
the outskirts of Koilathur village, 
around hO kms from Salem in 
Tamil Nadu. The large villa is 
guarded round-the-clock by about 
a dozen toughs, who frisk every 
visitor. The house is owned by 
Naachi Muthu—a former 



Vaerappan’s territory: inaccessible 


gler was reportedly hiding at Kongar- 
apatti, near his native village, Gopi- 
natham. But just before the cops ar¬ 
rived, Veerappan and his gang fled the 
area. The police, however, arrested a 
number of the smuggler’s sym¬ 
pathisers. 

However, soon after Gopalakrish- 
nan was given charge of nabbing 


V^eerappan, he ran into trouble The 
cops were accused of harassing ordin¬ 
ary villagers and it was al.so alleged 
that the trigger-happy TSP comman¬ 
dant had gunned clown innocents in 
fake encounters But Gopalakrishnan 
seems least bothered he has taken his 
job seriously and even watches west¬ 
ern jungle movie' on the video to get a 


AlADMK MLA. who contested 
the last Assembly elections as an 
Independent but kKl. And this is 
the house from where Veerappan 
usimI to operate hpt very long ago. 

In fact, it is alleged that Muthu 
himself was a partner of Veerap¬ 
pan’s smuggling operations. A lop 
police official from Tamil Nadu 
confided that 'A'cerappan used 
Muthu’s tractors and lorries for 
carting sandalwood ” However. 
Muthu and Veeiappan fell out over 
the sharing of the booty. 

Earlier, the politician and the 
outlaw were great frieijds. In fact, 
villagers of Koilathur had once 
complained that thev were In-ing 
terrorised by Veerappan’s gang 
into voting for Naachi Muthu. 

Naachi Muthu was a leading 
forest contractor at the time when 
Veerappan started his smuggling 
operation. Muthu. however, vehe¬ 
mently denied that he had anything 
to do with Veerappan and his 
illegal business. “It is a canard 
spread by the DMK and the police 
to malign me," he asserted In tact. 
Muthu claimed that he had even 
tipped off the police regarding 
Veerappan's whereabouts. 

The former MI.A is today on 
Veerappan’s hillist because Muthu 
reportedly refused to pay his gang 
protection money. Moreovei. the 
smuggler believes that his mentor 
was behind the recent seizures of 
sandal wood by the cojis. Muthu on 
his part has sought jiolice protec¬ 
tion. which, according to him, has 
been turned down “I have written 
to the Prime Mimstci,’’ said Muthu 
in desperation “Our forces are all 
idiots. I now feel that only the army 
IS capable of nabbing-Vecrappan,” 
he added. A rare tribute to the 
might of the elusive sandalwood 
smuggler. 


feel of his assignment 

But despite Shetty’s ami Gopalak- 
rishnan’s efiorts, Veerappan is roam¬ 
ing the jungles as a tree man And the 
massive police operations in the past 
lew months have only made a hero out 
ol the smuggler Till he unwittingly 
walks into the trap laid by the Tamil 
Nadu and Karnataka police, the 
legend of Veerappan will only spicad 
lar and wide • 

Snedhmr Plllay/Male Mahadeahwara 
Hilla, Gopinatham and Mattur 
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Man for all seasons 

What makes B. G. Deshmukh an indispensable aide of the PM ? 


A t a time when bureaucrats have 
become tools in the hands of 
politicians, Bhalchandia (ian- 
gadhar Deshmukh, pnnapai secretary' to 
the Prime Minister, belongs to the 
vanishing tribe of upright and impartial 
aval servants His wily and unobtrusive 
ways have earned him a place in the 
offices of two Pnme Ministers Behind 
Deshmukh’s soft-spoken nature lies sea¬ 
soned circumspection, he is acutely 
aware of what he should do to outlast a 
Pnme Minister, and. for that matter, 
what he should not 
The day Vishwanath 
i Pratap Singh took over 
I from Rajiv Gandhi, De¬ 
shmukh, who had also 
served the former PM, 
was assured that he would 
be kept on in the Prime 
Minister's Office (PMO), 
even though he had never 
asked to retained The 
reasons? He had never 
really identified himself 
with the Congress(I) reg¬ 
ime More important, he 
had disapproved of the 
investigations into the St 
Kitts accounts of V P 
Singh’s son, Ajeya And 
that was enou^ to am- 
vince the Raja that he was 
an ideal officer to have 
around: brave, dutiful and 
objective 

But It was hts native 
Maratha wisdom that did 
the trick "Like Gopi 
Arora, Deshmukh read 
the signals clearly," recalls 
an officer who has worked with 
him Deshmukh had been made pnnap¬ 
ai secretary to the former PM in end- 
March 1989, nine months before Rajiv 
Gandhi’s fate was deaded in a general 
election When he put his cniaal remark 
on the St Kitts file, it still wasn’t clear 
whether V P Singh would win But 
Deshmukh and Gopi Arora had a hunch 
he would—and insisted it wasn’t a goexi 
idea to investigute Ajcya Singh’s 
accounts. 

Deshmukh is not hungry for publiaty 
As the head of the PMO, he keeps a 
low-profile Unlike his predeces.sors— 
L K .lha and Dr P C Alexander—he 


does not have a towenng fiersonality nor 
docs he possess strong likes and dislikes 
Me IS not bexssy Me is neither loud. And 
he IS not imposing either But he is a 
capable administrator with a talent for 
integrating widely divergent jxiints of 
view into a general overview And this 
was the asset that brought him to the 
PMO in a crucial election year 

Deshmukh was bom into a family of 
nationalists in .\hniednagar, Maharash¬ 
tra, on 26 March, 1929 He did well in his 
intermediate examination in the sacnce 
stream and wanted to study medicine in 


Says Deshmukh: 

civil servant 
should have his 
ovvneodeof 
conduct And his 
ambition should 
be to be 
remembered as 
agoodofficei'' 



Bombay. But his father, Oangadhar, had 
other plans for him He wanted his son 
to joui the adinirustrative service to help 
Jawaharlai Nehru transform India into a 
modem state. The young Deshmukh was 
a bit disappointed. But he, too, was 
impressed by the freedom struggle move¬ 
ment and the leaders it had thrown up 
He went on to complete his B Sc (Hons) 
from Bombay University and masters in 
Economics at Wilhams College in the 
U S. Inadentally, he even refused an 
offer of a scholarship to cto his dcKtorate 
at Yale before emerging successful in the 
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) ex¬ 
amination in PA'S! 


He joined the Maharashtra cadre and 
was posted in "ITiarad, a remote part of 
the famine-prone Banaskantha district, 
now in Ciujarat Tharad did not have 
elei;tricity Deshmukh’s friends pitied 
him But he wasn’t bothered at all 
Instead, he believed that an officer’s 
hnjitism in administration is best done in 
the harshest of conditions. It was a stint 
he was never to forget When he was 
[xisted there. Tharad, then part of a 
princelv state, was in the process of 
changing from feudal rule to demcKiacy 
.\dmiiustrators were busy making 
^revenue settlements 
52 Tiere was ajipreheiision 
*a]l round Deshmukh par¬ 
ticipated in the process 
The pnnapai secretary 
IS a man who has made it 
to the top of the 
bureaucratic ladder pain¬ 
stakingly He showed his 
mettle in whatever jxist he 
was a.ssigned And 
he feels -strongly ab¬ 
out a bureaucrat’s work 
ethic "A civil servant 
should have his own code 
of conduct," he once said 
"UnJess he observes it and 
d(x;s his job well, he has 
no business to grumble 
that somebody is interfer¬ 
ing in his work " He 
added. "Your ambition 
should be to be remem¬ 
bered as a good officer ’’ 
In end-1989, De¬ 
shmukh had suffered a 
jDersonal tragedy. He lost 

— - - ' his only child, a daughter, 

after she had caught fever It 
was a cruel blow, because they were a 
small and happy family. He often spent 
his evenings with his wife and daughter, 
chatting He is also an avid reader, and 
enjoys watching films and plays. His wife 
doesn’t like him bnnging his work home. 
And that, in a way, makes him more 
effiaent He was known to have said, 
when Rdjiv Gandhi was the Prune Minis¬ 
ter, T am fortunate to have such a gcxxl, 
understanding boss.” One is sure that the 
same opinion holds gcxxl for V P Singh 
as well • 
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Disinfonnation campaign 


How the press is building up a war hysteria 


Disinformation ab¬ 
out matters military 
and strategic is the 
name of the game 
Like spying, de¬ 
scribed as a “silent 
war" by one of its 
consummate practi¬ 
tioners, the late Kim Philby, the cam¬ 
paign to sow confusion, demoralisa¬ 
tion, discord and panic goes on all the 
Understandably, it gets intcnsi- 
ij^ied in times of tension. No wonder 
then that, with the escalating war of 
words between India and Pakistan, 
there has been a plethora of evidently 
inspired and motivated stories with 
disinformation as their primary aim 
A case in point is the item, display¬ 
ed across all eight columns of 
Sunday paper, announc¬ 
ing to the world, that 
this country was about 
to acquire from the 
Soviet Union a second 
nuclear-powered sub¬ 
marine From all 
accounts, it seems to be 
a case of an enterprising 
reporter in search of a 
scoop having been used 
by interested parties and 
sources to spread a vil¬ 
lainous canard at a very 
crucial time 

Pakistan has been 
screaming its head off 
against INS Chakra, the 
only nuclear-propellcd 
submarine the Indian 
Navy has on lease from the Soviet 
Union, since the days when Indo-Pak 
relations were reasonably good. At a 
time when it has opened up all its 
propaganda guns on India on all con¬ 
ceivable subjects, the report that 
Chakra might soon have a companion 
to be called Chitra, would have been a 
godsend to Islamabad. What a justi- 
ncation it would have been to inveigh 
against India, especially in the United 
States which, too, has been highly 
critical of Indian acquisition of Chakra 
for a five-year period for training. Was 
it a pure coinadence that the report 
appeared on the day President Bush's 


special envoy, Robert Gates, arrived 
in New Delhi? 

Against this background it was only 
to be expected that the Indian Navy 
would take the earliest opportunity to 
deny and discredit the report that was 
wholly unfounded in any case. This it 
did in the person of the Chief of the 
Naval Staff, Admiral J.G Nadkarni 
Interestingly, the navy chiefs categor¬ 
ical contradiction was carried by 
almost all newspapers with the conspi¬ 
cuous exception of the one that had 
given the original fiction such a big 
play in the first place 

Anyone in touch with maritime 
developments in this country would 
have known that the idea of acquiring 
a second nuclear-powered submarine 
was dropped quite some time ago. 


when Rajiv Gandhi was still m power, 
and has not been revived since. On the 
contrary, some Smart Alecs had tried 
even to return Chakra to Russia 
Mercifully, this folly was nipped in the 
bud in good time. 

In spite of these facts being well 
known, the temptation to swallow as 
the gospel of truth, whatever western 
defence publications choose to ped¬ 
dle, dies hard in India. Because Lon¬ 
don’s Defence Journal hinted that 
New Delhi was asking Moscow tor a 
second nuclear-powered sub,which 
seems to have been taken as an 
established fact. No one seems to have 


slopped to ponder that the Defence 
Journal is the same magazine which 
had tried to foster the military non¬ 
sense that India had garrisoned the 
Siachen glacier m order to attack the 
Karakoram highway from this base in 
time of need 

However, why blame the general 
run of the Indian intelligentsia toi its 
gullibility when the former Prime 
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, who was also 
defence minister for a time, can make 
the outlandish statement that a war 
with Pakistan would cost the country, 
Rs 6,(XK) crores a day'’ It is possible 
that this hilarious hyperbole is the 
result of his irritation with the Janata 
Dal government in general and V P. 
Singh in particular. Lieutenant- 
General Eric Vaz’s estimate of the 
daily cost to India of 
a war with Pakistan is Rs 
600 crores and some 
others consider even this 
a gross overestimate 
The sexiest story 
apjjertaimng to the fears 
of the fourth India- 
Pakistan war is, of 
course, the one in L.on- 
don’s The Sunday 
Times Attributed to US 
intelligence sources in 
Washington, it conjures 
up lurid visions of Pakis¬ 
tan having made its nuc¬ 
lear weaponry oper¬ 
ational, just in case. 
Mercifully, this has not 
made anyone lose sleep. 

Some Indian experts were arguing 
the other day that if the Pakistanis 
were in fact carting nuclear weapons 
from Kahuta, they would not have 
made their security so conspicuous. 
They had to be told that ostentatious¬ 
ness is an essential feature of opera¬ 
tions intended largely for psychologic¬ 
al purposes. Nearly M years ago, John 
Kenneth Galbraith, then US ambassa¬ 
dor to India, had reported to Presi¬ 
dent Kennedy, that the Pakistanis had 
unloaded the first squadron of US- 
gifted F-104 aircraft “with secrecy that 
would attend mass sodomy at BMT at 
rush hour'’. • 
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Shuffling the pack 

V. P. Singh inducts a new team of sleuths 


T he new order has only 
brought back old faces. De¬ 
spite V.P. Singh’s much- 
publicised ‘Operation 
Clean-up’, the National 
Front government just couldn’t afford 
to do without many of the Rajiv reg¬ 
ime’s sleuths This is particularly true 
of the country’s premier intelligence 
agencies—the Intelligence Bureau 
(Iffi) and the Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW) in particular. Recent 
events have shown that far from dis¬ 
carding the men whom V.P. Singh had 
criticised not so long ago, the new 
regime has fallen back on them to bail 
it out of tricky situations and keep a 
tab on the activities of its nvals. 

Expectedly, after 
assuming office in 
November last year, 

V.P. Singh made a num¬ 
ber of changes in the top 
rungs of the IB, RAW 
and other central agen¬ 
cies like the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) an the Special 
Protection Group 
(SPG). The shake-up in¬ 
vited a fair amount of 
criticism. V.P. Singh’s 
detractors pointed out 
that the Prime Minister 
had given too many 
plum posts to officers 
from his home state, 

Uttar Pradesh. But what 
surprised even the 
Raja’s supporters was 
the fact that many of 
Rajiv Gandhi’s advisers 
on security and intelli¬ 
gence ended up being 
rewarded. 

Take M.K. 

Narayanan, for inst¬ 
ance. The former IB 
chief IS undoubtedly one 
of the first intelligence 
officers in the country 
but he acquired the du¬ 
bious distinction of 
being Rajiv Gandhi’s 
hatchet man. During his 
tenure, Narayanan had 
con\erted the IB into 
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an intelligence-gathering wing ol 
the Congress party and his sole job 
was to nail the former PM’s political 
rivals. Little wonder then that 
Narayanan was removed as soon as 
V.P. Singh took charge. He was re¬ 
placed by R.P. Joshi, an officer from 
the Uttar Pradesh cadre. Observers 
point out that the all-powerful Cabinet 
secretary of the new regime, Vinod 
Pande, played an important role in 
swinging the appointment in favour of 
Joshi, who, incidentally, is his 
borther-in-law 

Many had expected that Narayanan 
would be shunted out in some obscure 
post after he lost the top job in the IB. 
But V.P Singh had other ideas: he 


appointed Narayanan as chairman of 
the Joint Intelligence Committee 
(JIC) of the Cabinet secretariat. True, 
the JIC has lost much of its clout but it 
still remains the nodal agency of the 
IB, the RAW and the Directorate of 
Military Intelligence (DMI). Moreov¬ 
er, if and when the National Security 
Counal (NSC) is formed, the JIC is 
likely to play a key role in the formula¬ 
tion of the country’s secunty policy 
The idea of the NSC, based on the 
American pattern, was first mooted by 
the Janata Dal government a few 
months back. The proposal is now 
awaiting Cabinet clearance Accord¬ 
ing to the proposal, the JIC will oper¬ 



The CBI continues to be a tool in the hands of poiiticians 


ate as the secretariat of the NSC 
and this will 
certainly make its chief, 
M K, Narayanan, an im¬ 
portant figure. A senior 
official of the IB said; 
“We are hoping that the 
NSC will not become a 
political organisation 
like the Political Affairs 
Committee or the 
National Integration 
Council ’’ 

According to sources 
close to the Prime 
Minister, M.K. 
Narayanan was advising 
V.P. Singh much before 
the NSC proposal was 
even mooted Ever since 
the Punjab and Kashmir 
problems took a turn for 
the worse, the PM has 
been regularly seeking 
the views of the former 
IB boss on these two im¬ 
portant issues. Not that 
the present chief has 
been sidelined: Joshi too 
briefs V.P. Singh daily 
but he is yet to win the 
Prime Mmister’s confi¬ 
dence. Also, in the re¬ 
cent pa.st, the IB badly 
slipped up on at least 
two occasions. When 
deputy prime minister 
Devi Lai resigned a cou¬ 
ple of months back fol- 
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lowing the furore over Meham, the IB 
had no clue of it; in fact, the agency 
came to know of it from the home 
ministry. And, the bureau was also 
completely in the dark about Chandra 
Shekhar using a de-bugging device. 

B ut despite all the noises made ab¬ 
out how Rajiv Gandhi misused 
the IB, the role of this premier intelh- 
gence agency has not changed drasti¬ 
cally even after the change of govern¬ 
ment at the Centre One of the IB’s 
main task is still to shadow rivals of 
ruling politicians Very little has 
changed within the RAW too While 
m the Opposition, Janata Dal leaders 
had alleged that this agency was in¬ 
volved in fomenting trouble in the 
non-Congress(I)-ruled states like 
Assam, West Bengal, Tripura and 
: even in Sri Lanka at the behest of the 
ralmg party. Today, the Tamil Nadu 
chief minister, M.Karunanidhi, has re¬ 
peated the charges even though his 
party, the DMK, is part of the ruling 
coalition at the Centre 

But V.P. Singh’s inability to make 
drastic changes or alter the style of 
functioning of the RAW—for that 
matter any other intelligence agency— 
overnight is understandable For one, 
the Prime Minister was keen not to 
appear as a vindictive politician, bent 
upon punishing everyone assoaated 
with the former regime. Thus, even 
though he removed Narayanan, Singh 




Hm kingmaker of the bureaucracy 


did not sack the RAW chief A.K. 
Verma. Instead, he waited for Verma 
to retire And the man who has been 
selected to succeed Verma is Gauri 
Shankar Bajpai, the former chief of 
the JIC. So, basically it is shuffling 
around the old hands and new faces 
are hard to come by. 

There are indeed very few options 
left before V P Singh since experi¬ 
enced people to man important bodies 
like the intelligence agenaes are in 
short supply. Thus the Pnmc Minister 
had little choice but to bring back 
those who were spending a relaxed 
retired life. Girish (Gary) Saxena, the 
former RAW chief, was brought in 
first as the PM's scciintv adviser 
and when things were 
going out of control in 
Kashmir, he was 
promptly despatched to 
the troubled territory as 
Governor Punjab and 
Delhi too have been left 
to the charge of two 
veterans - Niimal 
Mukarji and Arjan 
Singh. 

H owever, the one 
organisation where 
the Prime Minister was 
expected to introduce 
dramatic, if not revolu¬ 
tionary, changes was the 
Central Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation (CBI) The 
Bureau under its in¬ 
famous chief, Mohan 
Katre, was thoroughly 
politicised under the te¬ 
nure of Rajiv Gandhi. 
But although the CBI 
now has an able chief, 
_____ Rajendra Shekhar, who 


^)nce the 
National Security 
Council proposal is 
cleared by the 
Cabinet, the 
former IB chief will 
be an important 
figure 


also happens to be an officer of the UP 
cadre and is a batch-mate of Vinod 
Pande— the agency continues to be 
used as a tool in the hands of the 
ruling party Observers point out that 
the CBI has been entrusted with 
several investigations which have dis¬ 
tinct political overtones—Bofors, the 
HDW submanne deal and the Airbus 
A.120 contract, to name a few To top 
It all, the CBI has also been asked to 
enquire into the allegations about the 
Janata Dal leader Chandra Shekhar’s 
telephone-tapping by the present 
regime 

Burdened with all these as well as 
other cases, the CBI is clearly under 
tremendous pressure. The govern¬ 
ment lately has decided to set up a 
special cell within the agency to lessen 
the work load Called the Special In¬ 
vestigation Group (SIG), the cell is 
headed by N.K. Singh, an officer who 
was considerably harassed by the Con¬ 
gress government, apparently because 
he was a member of the Shah Com¬ 
mission which enquired into the 
famous Kissa Kursi Ka case. The 
Pnme Minister is believed to have re¬ 
habilitated Singh at the instance of 
Ram Jethmalani and Rabi Ray, the 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. 

And It IS the SIG which has been 
assigned the task to investigate most 
of the controversial deals of the pre¬ 
vious regime—a job that is bound to 
have political repercussions. As a 
senior CBI official said, “Our compul¬ 
sions have not changed. The agency is 
answerable to politicians and if the 
government wants us to investigate 
sensitive cases) no one can say no.” 

'That unfortunately is the dilemma 
of all the chiefs of the country’s intelli¬ 
gence agencies. • 
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A political cipher 


Rajiv Gandhi fails to make a mark as an Opposition leader 


dvcrsity often 
brings out the best m 
a leader. Even if Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi failed as a 
Prime Minister, 
many had expected 
him to shine as an 
Opposition leader. 
Nothing of this sort has yet happened 
and Congressmen are increasingly 
voicmg their resentment against Rajiv 
Gandhi’s leadership. The other day, 
.♦he veteran Uma Shankar Dixit called 
Congress president “a political 


Gandhi failed to mobilise public opin¬ 
ion against the present regime. TTien 
came the brutal murder of the vice- 
chancellor of Kashmir University, 
Mushir-ul H&q, and the general mana¬ 
ger of HMT, H.L. Khera, by terrorists 
in Srinagar. The entire nation was 
shocked and even the Kashmiris were 
seething with anger. It was a difficult 
moment for V.P. Singh. But the Con¬ 
gress did precious little to exploit the 
situation 

However, the most important 
aspect where Rajiv Gandhi has failed 



Rajiv GandM In Mahain: MM to axiiloit the sHuation 


zero”. For over five months now, Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi is out in the cold but he has 
done nothing worthwhile to rejuven¬ 
ate the disillusioned party workers he 
leads. 

Instead of cashing in on the Janata 
Dal’s failures, Rajiv Gandhi is wasting 
his energy hitting out at the press and 
holding the media responsible for his 
plight. But the Congress president 
should realise that it was the press 
which gave him endless opportunities 
to embarrass the present regime. But 
the former PM just frittered away the 
chances. 

First it was Meham. The media 
highlighted the mindless violence and 
the rigging, holding the Haryana gov- 
enunent, and Om Prakash Chautala in 
particular, responsible for the 
mayhem. But at a time when Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh and his colleagues 
were clearly on 3ie defensive, l^jiv 


is to project himself as a secular lead¬ 
er. He just cannot resist the tempta¬ 
tion of playing the Hindu card That’s 
why he allowed the impression to 
spread that the Congress was behind 
the Shankaracharya of Dwarkapeeth, 
Swami Swaroopanand’s attempts to 
lay the foundation stone of a con¬ 
troversial temple at Ayodhya. The 

ftajiv Gandhi has 
failed to project 
himself as a secular 
leader. He Just cannot 
resist the temptation 
of playing the 
Hindu card 


Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) 
showed signs of losing interest in 
the Ram Janmabhoomi affair and to 
keep the explosive issue alive, Rajiv 
Gandhi and his party piopped up the 
Shankaracharya 

But this IS surely a dangerous game 
that Rajiv Gandhi is playing In 1977- 
78, the tno of Sanjay Gandhi, Giani 
Zail Singh and R.K Dhawan did the 
same thing in Pun)ah with disastrous 
consequences They encouraged Jar- 
nail Singh Bhindranwale, who later 
became the fountainhead of teirorism 
in the state. Interestingly. Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi continued to call Bhindranwale a 
saint even when terrorism was at its 
height in Punjab 

The Shankaracharya’s plans may 
have been scuttled but can this be 
construed as a victory for secular 
forces? The VHP will certainly go 
ahead with the construction of the 
Ram Janmabhoomi temple and if that 
happens, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) will be the real gainer The 
Congress will find itself m the same 
hopeless position as it did dunng the 
last parliamentary polls forsaken by 
both the Hindus and the Mu.slims. 

Defeat, it seems, has not taught Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi any lesson. His style of 
functioning remains the same and he 
continues to be guided by manipula¬ 
tors and fixers. Take the instance of 
R.K Dhawan It was largely due to 
Dhawan that Rajiv didn’t even try and 
embarrass Devi Lai over the Meham 
issue. Had he done so, the inner con¬ 
tradictions within the Janata Dal 
would surely have been exposed. It 
was again these advisers who sold Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi the idea that the Congress 
could win back the support of the Hin¬ 
dus if the party encouraged the Shank¬ 
aracharya of Dwarkapeeth to go 
ahead with his shilanyas programme. 
The move obviously backfired and the 
Congress is now being charged with 
fanning the flames of communalism. 

The tragedy is that an alternative to 
the Congress seems nowhere in sight. 
From the look of things, the country 
too cannot afford to ignore the Con¬ 
gress. But the nation can surely do 
without Rajiv Gandhi. • 
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Life begins at forty! 

With unprecedented success behind it, things can only get 
^ better for Chitralekha 


Their cable ci'de eminent film director, and trained a few staff members to take 

^ a "WAIl the Manmohan Desai of Gu)arati over as editor at some point, and is 

■ WAIT And journalism, Harkishenbhai ’ The now looking for “someone to lewrite 

r, ^ ^ the phiase was director has had a few flops. " Maulik the stones the way they should be 

L li echoed by the Kotak looks up from the glossy done, so that continuity is always 

T()(i(i-odd people brochure ot a particularly advanced maintained”. 

thronged their DTP (Desk Top Publishing) he’s Serialised novels—along with the 
4(ith .inmversary thinking of buying, grin.s, and goes humour column, the investigative 

'! cclebrationparty.it right back to studying the literature stories and the updating of topical 

one of Bombay's subutb.in livc-st.ir He and Bharat have, says the latter, events—have become one of the foui 



pet obsession is. in the words of the world requesting that their end be 
Jingle recorded on all office phones, revealed in advance ‘‘Once." re- 
Chitralekha-Chiualekha-Chitralekha counts Harkishenbhai, “I received a 
It was Kapadia. for instance, who call from Bombay Hospital The son 


But they don’t make too much of glorv, the sweat behind the success 
this success story at the Andhen In- 


hotcls last weekend. ( heering from ‘“no time for minor vices like smoking, pillars of C/ii/ra/cit/ia So much sc that 
the sidelines were the .^,2‘i,()(KI buvers drinking and Pan Parag" Instead their there have been calls from all over the 
of what has now become India’s num- pet obsession is. in the words of the world requesting that their end be 
ber one (iu|aiati weekly—C'/nf jingle recorded on all office phones, revealed in advance "Once.” re- 
nilckhu In addition to being Bom Chiiralekha-Chiiialekha Chitraleklia counts Harkishenbhai, “I received a 
bay's largest-selling maga/mc It was Kapadia. for instance, who call from Bombay Hospital The son 
(1,2‘',U(K) copies) in anv language, thought of giving every single Chii- of a blood cancer patient was on the 
including I nglish, with four other ralekha reader a free audio cassette Ime His father, the doctors had said, 
editions Interiiaiioiial .Sui.it. Ahnie- with the 40th anniversary issue The would die any time The son had 
dabad/Baroda, Saurashtra/Kutch— 6(>-ininiite tape reveals the in.side story called me because his father wanted to 
flying off the racks. of the group the grind behind the know how our sciiahsed novel, run- 

But they don’t make too much of glorv, the sweat behind the success mng at that time, would end. I said 1 
this success story at the Andhen In- couldn’t say because I didn’t know, 

dustrial Estate office of Chitralekha in 4<|t IS a veiy wide canvas that we the chapters were being formed on a 
Bombay. Housing Chitralekha Bare writing foi,” explains editor weekly basis But I went across and 
Marathi./ee Ciujarati./ee Marathi, (i Harkishenbhai “Therefore we have met the patient, and he asked that the 
English (in addition to the parent to ensure that our writing style and story end happily I only asked him if 
magazine) and ultra-modern post- oui presentation of facts is palatable life ever ended happily and corn- 
production facilities, the building is to all ” Every word which goes into pletely ” 
divided into what any self-respecting the magazine is first .scrutinised by 

Gujarati would immediately recognise him. Often enough there is a certain %^aju Kotak's life certainly ended 
as amount of rewriting to ““polish it up to W rather abruptly, though it was 

In the main gala, on the mezzanine the Chitralekha style" The 6.4-ycar- eventful enough. He was editing Chtt- 
Icvel, sit the higher-ups of the old Harkishcn Mehta has already rapai, a film weekly, when asked 

Chitralekha hierarchy: (From lett) Blwrat Kaiwdia, Madhurlben Kotak, Harki«h«» Mehta and to apologise in print for 

the soft-spoken, gentle MauHkKotak:the C/inraAalr/Mthink'tank a defamatory film re- 

Madhuriben Kotak, M|||M|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||p|_||_|||||_||||||^ view. Pointing 

wife the Vaju the review been 

who founded serted by the publishers 

the intui- in his 

editor Harkishen therefore his 

Mehta. Madhuriben's approval. Vaju Kotak' 

son Maulik Kotak, the 

man responsible tor the Around this time he 

magazine's technologic- ^ met Harkishen Mehta, 

leap, her son-m-law a then a manager 

Bharat Kapadia, who ^ |l printing press. They 

put G/iirm/e^/ia on every ‘ ‘ teamed up, purchased a 

media-planner’s list; and ^ ' v. j printing press with loans 

Haresh Daftary. poss- t ^ ftom ^ends and well 

ibly the group’s most ^ wishers and Chitralekha 

important employee was launched. Staff 

Asks Bharat Kapadia, strength was then 20; 

“‘Do you know the dif- today stands 110, 

ference Iretween Man- including the boys in the 

the press .Then came Jee the 
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'The magazine became 
my visio n” 

Madhuriben Kotak on life after her husband’s 
premature death 


Gujarati film magazine (current ABC 
circulation 1.02.627), then Jec in 
Marathi (ABC. 66,400) followed by G 
in English (they will be applying for 
4.'),000 ABC this term) and Chit- 
ralekha in Marathi (circulation: 
75,000). 

But soon after the launch of what 
has now become the group s flagship, 
Vaju Kotak died of a heart attack, 
leaving behind a ‘’28-year-old wife, 
three children and a magazine poised 
on the springboard of success. The 
initial problems of transition over, the 
gioupdid well Today, Harkishcnbhai 
runs Chilralekha, Madhuriben edits 
Jee (Gujarati and Marathi) with her 
son Bipin assisting her Maulik has 
ensured that Chilralekha was one of 
the first few publications to go offset 
'T India, and son-in-law Bharat Kapa- 

1 (married to daughter Ronak who 
^iiins her own textile block-printing 
establishment fiom another gfl/u), 
with his marketing acumen, made 
every ad agency sit up and take note of 
C huralckha. 

“I remember very clearly,” he says, 
“the first time I went to Calcutta to 
speak to the agencies there I had only 
just |oined Chilralekha as a partner in 
1979.” 

Kapadia reached Calcutta, and 
made his way to the office of a major 
agency, presentation kit securely in 
hand There was a power breakdown' 
Bharat climbed all 1.^ floors, only to 
be told by an account executive, “We 
are planning a shoe campaign at the 
moment. But oui research shows 
that Gujaratis don’t wear shoes. So, 
sorry, there's nothing for you." 

“1 was dumbstruck,” narrates Kapa¬ 
dia. “I looked down at my own feet, 
sure, 1 had my shoes on, I was 
Gujarati, this man knew it But then 
this was a mental block I was dealing 
with, it had to be di.spelled So 1 told 
him 'There are 19 different suiting 
accounts with Chilralekha. Does this 
mean that Gujaratis wear their suits 
without their shoes?' "Chilralekha got 
the account. 

I f much trial, little error and a lot of 
experience has been Kapadia’s 
teacher, Maulik Kotak too has had no 
formal education in his line of interest 
“As a child I was very interested in 
photography," he says. “Both my 
father and mother shot pictures, so I 
picked it up from them. As I grew 1 
got more involved in production. To 
me photo-offset was very similar to 
photography.” 

Since then it’s been a constant 
search for configurations which would 


She i,y, without a doubi, the 
grande dame of Gujarati journal¬ 
ism. Bui she blushes if you say that 
to her. “No, no, ’’ Madhuriben 
Kotak, murmers “all credit must go 
to (Vaju) Kotak, and now to all 
those who have made Chilralekha 
what it is " 

Excerpts from her conversation 
with SiwiiAV. 

Sunday: You have studied only till 
standard seven in the Gujarati 
medium. Wasn’t it difncult to run 
several magazines in Bombay with¬ 
out knowing a word of Hindi or 
English? 

Madhuriben Kotak: When Kotak 
died we had been married ten-and- 
a-half years My children were 
eight, seven and foui respectively 
He died suddenly in the middle of 
what everyone referred to as his 
one-man, one-pen show— Chit- 
ralekha And I.,.l went to pieces 

I was all of 28 years of age then. 
I began losing weight, I incarcer¬ 
ated myself at home. But then 
Kotak's friends came forward. 
They insisted that I keep the show 
on the road. When 1 thought about 
it with all my senses around me, 1 
realised they were right. 

So, there was never time to 
worry about my handicaps, which 
experience later helped me over¬ 
come. 


work to the magazine's maximum 
advantage. Like the time, two years 
back, when he was at a major compu¬ 
ter fair in San Francisco. He tinkered 
around with the machines (in the 
process teaching the other participants 
a thing or two) and came up with what 
he thought was the right configura¬ 
tion. He took it along to editor of 
Macworld, the official Mackintosh 
computers magazine, who said, “Sure 
this would work, it would work beauti¬ 
fully. Except that we haven’t got this 
in our own office because we didn't 
think of it.” 

If a lot of head goes into the 
marketing and presentation, “a lot of 
heart goes into editorial”, says editor 


Q: What was Vaju Kotak like? 
A: He would get up at 5 am 
everyday, tea cup in hand he would 
sit down to write. Often he would 
call me and ask me to sit by hts 



Madhiiribefi Kotak: keoping her 
hmband’s dream alive 


N('w, at 59, when 1 look back I 
sometimes think, perhaps he knew 
ail along that I would have to fend 
for myself, that's why he was pre¬ 
paring me 

Q; And now, 40 years of Chit- 
ralekha later, what are your plans? 

A: Tomonow is another day 
Perhaps good, perhaps bad Be it 
as It may. I'll take it in my stride. 
That’s what life is about, isn’t it"^* 


Harkishen Mehta “In fact that’s our 
motto the dailies are headlines. Chit- 
ralekha is the hcartime Where the 
dailies stop, our job begins " 

And have readers missed Kanti and 
Sheela Bhatt, the Chilralekha stars, 
who left to start the competing 
Abhiyaanl Harkishenbhai shrugs; “1 
think there should be more Gujarati 
magazines. And if they don’t look like 
Chilralekha, they can have a lakh in 
circulation of their own without too 
much difficulty.” 

Analytical aside over, the Man- 
mohan Desai of Gujarati journalism 
goes right back to producing the next 
week’s best-seller.* 
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A burning issue 

The biogas plant project hasn't really got the home fires going 


F or Maneka Gandhi, smelling was 
believing. “Stop it, I can’t stand 
the stench,” the minister gasped 
as she ventured into the Rashtnya 
Chemical Plant at Chembur, Bombay 
Nervous officials tried desperately to 
amend matters as the other Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi displayed .shades of hex mother-in- 
law’s famed temper The tantrums 
worked. The very next day, 11 May, 
the Maharashtra chief minister 
announced that his government had 
decided to promote horticulture and 
afforestation, the programme involv¬ 
ing an expenditure of Rs 50 crores 
during 19<k)-91 alone Sharad Pawar 
declared that one lakh hectares of land 
would be brought under the project. 

But Maneka’s fiery 
speeches on the need for 
re-greening our planet 
earth and the popular¬ 
isation of safe and cco- 
nomic alternative 
.sources of energy per¬ 
sisted. If the environ¬ 
ment minister had, 
however, conducted a 
whistle-stop tour of 
Maharashtra’s villages, 
she would have been 
appalled at the way the 
state’s biogas program¬ 
me has worked out. 

First used in India in 
1960 and touted as a 
viable alternate source 
of energy, biogas diges¬ 
ters are now nothing 
more than defunct tes¬ 
timonials to a fine idea 
gone wrong. 

A methane-rich fuel, biogas is pro¬ 
duced by the anaerobic digestion of 
organic matter (cattle dung, in this 
instance), and stored in gas holders. It 
can then be used through specially- 
designed burners. But the number of 
non-functional plants on the Bombay- 
Cioa highway alone proves that the 
biogas programme has been a total 
failure 

Not just in Maharashtra but in the 
rest of the country as well. Under the 
National Project for Biogas Develop¬ 
ment (NPBD) launched in 1981-82, 
around .3,44,000 biogas plants were to 
be established country-wide during 


the last four years of the Sixth Five- 
Year Plan. The pace was accelerated 
during the Seventh Plan, and 5,64,000 
plants were constructed in the first 
three years against the targeted 
4,20,000. Government figures have it 
that 1,73,(XK) plants were set up in 
1987. 

As the government got more ambi¬ 
tious, the vanous states were assigned 
bigger targets. This had the inevitable 
fall-out: offiaals concentrated on ful¬ 
filling their targets without following 
up in the prescribed manner. Not 
surprisingly then, the biogas project 
failed even before it could take off 

In 1989 It was discovered that the 
Bhagyalakshmi type of biogas plants 




An W w g a l tlnitiw ctopot: Mog«» ptorrta haw mad* no dlHwwit c* 

'logas IS pro- in Kamakata had failed conspicuous- “EacI 
digestion of ly. An extensive survey conducted by up sa 
ung, in this the rural development and the Pan- In 19 
IS holders. It chayati Raj department held cement bioga 
gh specially- shortage, and the indifference and smoo 
e number of inefficiency of the concerned govern- ducet 
the Bombay- ment officials, responsible in this re- Bu 
ves that the gard. timbi 

3een a total 3 ij, 3 r, the state government 

simply held back the funds (Rs 18.72 Most 
ra but in the lakhs) allocated by the centre for this afbfu 
11. Under the project. The comptroller and auditor 
gas Develop- general’s (CAG) report of 1988 stated Trees 
in 1981-82, that the Bihar government had spent hsve 
iantswereto Rs 1.59 lakhs after 1982, but this years 
wide during expenditure proved “unfruitful”. GoiM 


P art of the problem arises from the 
existence of the government sub¬ 
sidy worth Rs 3,360 granted to villa¬ 
gers for the installation of a three 
cubic meter biogas plant. This, com¬ 
bined with the existence of over- 
zealous officials, anxious to fulfil their 
targets, ensures that the plants are set 
up at random Government rules are 
flouted with impunity, with the regula¬ 
tion that each applicant must ovn at 
least four head of cattle being 
observed only in the breach. 

Once a plant has been set up, a 
truck-load of fresh gobar (cattle dung) 
IS required to fulfil its fuel needs 
Generally, villagers cannot afford this 
expense Hence, most plants remain 
non-functional Says 
Mahmood Mazhar Kazi, 
who owns a timber busi¬ 
ness in the Goregaon 
area of Raigad district' 
“Yes, I admit that it is 
difficult for a poor man 
to get a truck load of 
fresh gobar initially, but 
something should be 
done about this 
problem.” 

If nothing IS done ab¬ 
out It, and soon, the few 
trees (including some 
valuable species, such as 
teak) which remain in- 
stact will be cut down by 
the villagers as well. 

L. Bagul, Vigncultural 
consultant of the Pan- 
chayat Samiti Samaj of 
Mangao district believes 
differently. He says: 
“Each gas plant that we have set 
up saves rive lull-grown trees a year. 
In 1989-90, we installed around 140 
biogas plants. Things are going very 
smoothly and we have effectively re¬ 
duced the cutting of trees.” 

But the existence of several illegal 
timber depots proves that Bagul 
doesn’t know what he is talking about. 
Most villagers share R. Shashikant’s 
attitude: “There are so many trees 
here. What’s wrong if 1 cut a few. 
Trees will continue to grow as they 
have been doing for thousands of 
years now.”* 









NEWSWATCH 


Caught tapping 

Now, will Hegde resign on moral grounds? 


A fter Om Prakash Chautala, the 
former chief minister of Haryana, 
Jagmohan, the ex-Governor of 
^ Jammu and Kashmir, and Nirmal 
i Mukarjee, who gave up the guber- 
I natorial office he held m troubled 
j Punjab recently, it seems the turn has 
I come for Ramakrishna Hegde, depu¬ 
ty chairman of the Planning Commis- 
I sion. to resign on moral grounds A 
parliamentary report, tabled in the 
Rajya Sabha on 1 June, has revealed 
t.hit Hegde had lied when he claimed 
^l*t he knew nothing 
•f^about the tapping of 
I telephone lines of 
Opposition leaders in 
Karnataka The scandal 
had come to light in 
198b and Hegde quit as 
the chief minister of the 
state, after owning mor¬ 
al responsibility for the 
I unseemly affair 

But now It seems that 
Hegde might h.ive to 
resign for the second 
time—as the deputy 
chairman of the Plan¬ 
ning C ommission—if he 

really cares lor the -- 

values he stands for Ihough Hegde | 
was not available foi comment on the 
findings of th.: probe (he was awav in : 
China when the report was tabled). { 
SiiNOAv spoke to him on the eve of ; 
i his departure for Bcijing and Hegde j 
' aired his moralistic views on the i 
[ Meham incident “We (politicians) are i 
wedded to certain values," the former ; 
! chief minister of Karnataka declared. 

! He added that far from restraining the 
Planning C'ommission member, L C. 
Jam,from resigning over the Meham 
incident, he himself would have liked 
to relinquish his Planning Commission I 
post in protest “1 belong to that class 
of politicians," he boasted 

Explaining his stand on the phone 
bugging controversy. Hegde said' 
“Why did I resign over the silly phone 
tapping issue? You know I did not 
order it 1 was'not even aware, but the 
intelligence was going on doing it for 
the last many years It was done m 
accordance with the previous chief 
minister's orders But it was against 


my conscience and 1 took moral re¬ 
sponsibility for the incident,” 

But the findings of the parliamen¬ 
tary probe contradicts Hegde’s mora¬ 
listic protestations After Hegde res¬ 
igned in August 1988. the matter was 
referred to the chairman of the Com¬ 
mittee of Subordinate Legislation of 
the Rajya Sabha The report of the 
committee chairman Chowdhary Ram 
Sewdk, was tabled on 1 June, the last 
day of this parliamentary session. If 
anything, the report has exploded 


According to 
the enquiry 
report, the list 
of phones to be 
tapped was 
prepared in 
consultation 
with Hegde 


Hegde’s assertion that “he did not 
order" the tapping 

As part of Its enquiry, the commit¬ 
tee took a statement on oath from the 
chief setrcttiiy of Karnataka, M 
Sankaranaravanan He was asked at 
whose behest the telejshories of 51 
persons, including those of Janata 
Party leader Deve (iowda.and M S 
(jurupadaswamy. weie tapped’ Sank- 
araiiarayanan's reply was categorical 
“The list of phone numbers, including 
deletions and additions in it, were 
preo.ired in eonsultation and with 
prior permission of the chief minister 
No other functionarv was kept advised 
of the list 

Regarding the provisions of Section 
5 of the Indian lelegraph Act, under 
which the tapping was done, the com¬ 
mittee expressed its unhappiness o\er 
the failure of the ministry of com¬ 
munication and the state governments 
to frame adequate safeguards to pre¬ 
vent the misuse of the law ,\t present. 


the committee felt, the provisions of 
the section were hardly specific and 
left the scope for its blatant misuse. 

As was to be expected, the contents 
of the report created a minor furore in 
the Rajya Sabha, with some Opposi¬ 
tion members demanding Hegde's res¬ 
ignation from the Planning Comrr 's- 
sion. Among them were V.N, Gadgil 
of the Congress(J) and Subramaniam 
Swamy of the Janata Party, a long¬ 
time political foe of Hegde's Swamy 
was on his feet demanding “in view 

dcnce before Parlia¬ 
ment, if Mr Hegde has 
an iota of self-respect, 
lillff to should quit public life 

. as he had vowed to do”. 

iqUiry Interestinglv, Hegde 

the list has retained his Assem- 

blv seat in Karnataka. 
BS to OC though he was 

cl W88 ajspointcd the deputy 

rod in chairman of the Plan- 

|. .. ning Commission He 

llailOn obviously did this in 

iegde Older to keep a toehold 

in the state's politics, 
though his own exjjlana- 

different. "I had retained my 

seat only hecause mv constituents 
insisted that I do But 1 do not have 
time for active politics and would not 
like to mvobe mysell m p.irty jiolitics 
also That is why I hardiv campaigned 
(or mv colleagues in the Assembly 
elections, " Hegde told Sdnoas 
B ut mavbe, having expeiienced the 
rough and tumble of jrolitics tor de¬ 
cades, Hegde was genuinely 
apprehensive about the findings of the 
committee L'ptil now. he has had an 
unstetidy run as the deputy chairman 
of the Planning Commission with a 
serious move afoot to make him the 
president of the Janata Dal In Ins own 
words, Hegde refused the offer "be¬ 
cause he did not want to leave a job 
half-done” m Yojana Bhavan. But 
once he returns from China, he will 
again face an embarrassing situation 
After all, he had indeed ordered the 
tappings, his moral postures 
notwithstanding. • 
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Rajiv Gandhi launches his 
comeback. But will India give him 
a second chance? 


T he hair is [limner 'Ihal • The Meham expedition had been 

onee-boyish lace h.is tur- piecedcd by a successful last The 

rows The voice is deepei, cymes had joked that he was only 

less sing-sonj; and more woikinp up an appetite lot an F'sea- 

assured But Rajiv tiandhi lojv Milanese at dinnei, but by squat- 

is back And he's not jtmnj; to let tinp in 42''(’ heat for 12 hours, Rajiv 

anybody ignore him seived notice that if his had been the 

After a few months ot intiospec- an-conditioned prime ministership, 

tion, the former Prime Ministei has his spell as leader ot the Opposition 

embarked on what he hopes will be his would be very different 
comeback His rnannet shows a new • An all-party convention against 

confidence, the old argumentative communalism in New Delhi received ii 

arrogance that masked a shy insecurity boost when the loti parties agieed to 

IS firmly m cheek, and while the attend Desjsitc warnings Irom the 

cotcric has not been disbanded, it has National f ront that participiition in a 
been expanded so much that its infill- C’ongiesstlJ-sjionsored affaii would 

ence has been dispersed contuse the countiy, the left turned 

Over the last month, Rajiv has up And when the convention’s ritual 
emerged from his shell and hit the denunciations ol the Bharatiya Janata 
load Some instances Party (BJP) drew an angry riposte 

• When the fust Meham election was from I, K Advam, Rajiv was delight- 

countermanded, Rajiv was advised by ed fie had succeeded m conveying to 
such leaders as Rajasthan’s Haridco the minorities (who deserted the Con- 
Joshi to visit the constituency He gross in droves last year) that he was 
turned down the advice because R K on their side 

Dhdwan told him that it was more ft helped also that he was the star of 
important to appease Devi La! But the convention, was continually mob- 
when the second poll was also coun- bed by the faithful and courted by the 
termanded, Rajiv ignored Dhawan curious Memories of his govern- 
and recognised that Meham could be ment’s ambiguous Ram Janmabhoomi 
to him what Bcichi had been to his policy had obviously receded 
! mother the start of a comeback • Cmboldened by these successes, 

! Mrs Gandhi went to Belchi on an Rajiv finally made a triumphant re- 

I elephant, Rajiv took Mam Shankar turn to the floor of the Lok Sabha 
i Aiyar and a convoy of 300 cars, but During the first session of Pailiament, 

the effect was much the same. In the his had been a con.stanf. hectoring 

very heart ot Jat country, he attracted presence. But when his interventions 
crowds of thousands, clambered on to were perceived as negative and even 
the roof of a car and addressed the childish, Rajiv retreated to his office 
multitudes It was the kind of response in the Parliament House complex 
! that only a truly national leader could For most of the recently concluded 
attract session, he rarely ventured to the floor 



of the House The reticence laded 
after the success of his Meham esca¬ 
pade Then, he was at his best, press¬ 
ing lor Om Prakash C’hautala's les- 
ignation as chief minister of Haryana 
and Jagmohan's ouster as Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir When he got 
both, he even found the confidence to 
demonstrate a bi/r.rre aggression on 
the Bofors issue and demand that the 
government table the report of the 
Swedish National Audit Bureau 
So strong was the Congress(I) 
attack and so dispirited the response 
from the Treasury benches that even 
Aruri Shourie—no fnend of Rajiv's— 
was moved to comment in the Indian 
Express that unless the government 
improved its parliamentary perform¬ 
ance. “it will not last through the 
monsoon session ’ 

For gleeful Congress!I) members, it 
was almost as though happv days were 
here again With the government on 
the defensive, they chortled, it was 
only a matter of time before Rajiv 
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Rajiv Gandhi's reticence faded after the success of his Meham visit. His manner 
now shows a new confidence 


became Prime Minister again 
The euphoria was understandable, 
but It was also hopelesslv naive De¬ 
spite the triumphs of the last few 
weeks. Rajiv Gandhi was far from 
being the Prime Ministci-in-waiting 
that the party imagined he was Most 
of the country had deep 
reservations about his 
leadership and though 
the faithful exulted. 

Race Course Road still 
seemed a long way 
away. 

O f course. it 
shouldn't have 
been like that Recent 
Indian political history 
has demonstrated that 
Oppositions do not win 
elections; governments 



lose them In 1977, the country 
threw out the Congress(I) not because 
It believed that Morarji Desai and the 
Janata Paity would provide stable 
governance, but because it iccognised 
that Indira Gandhi’s Emergency reg¬ 
ime had to go. By 1980, the Con¬ 
gress was back not so 
much because it had 
mendei, its ways, but 
because India had tiied 
of Janata's squabbles 
And in 1989, the results 
of the general election 
demonstrated that all 
the electorate was 
agreed upon was that 
the Congress needed to 
be turned out. the poll 
yielded no clear winner 

A mere six months 
later that lesson in his¬ 


torical inevitability should serve 
as a morale-boostei for Rajiv Gandhi 
After all, the f ongresst 1) is the largest 
party in Pailiament—with 50 seats 
more than the ruling Janata Dal—and 
IS ideally placed to benefit from any 
disillusionment with the government 
And who can deny that the dis¬ 
appointment IS mounting'^ The 
National Frvmt legime has failed to 
control prices, watched in bewilder¬ 
ment as Kashmii veers towards seces¬ 
sion, driven the country to the brink of 
war and failed even to deliver on such 
simple promises as the undertaking to 
make Doordarshan truly tree 
Moreover, its members have en¬ 
gaged in squabble after squabble. 
First, Chandra Shekhar claimed that 
Devi Lai had lied to him about the 
leadership. Then Lai turned against 
V.P Singh and called him a betrayer. 
Next, SO MPs called for home minister 
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What kind of leader? 

Strike out as applicable 

Rajiv Gandhi never had an image consultant when he became Prime 
Minister, it all happened too suddenly So, he made up his style as he went 
along with consequences that were at first welcome and then, disastrous. 

But now, he has to decide what kind of Opposition leader he wants to be. 
Broadly speaking, he has the following options, each of which has powerful 
advocates 

The Sharp Critic: This is the role Ra|iv played during the first session of 
Parliament In essence, this consists of opposing everything the 
government docs and ripping it to shreds on the floor of the House. 

This approach has its advantages, it comes easily to Rajiv who likes 
being smart about his opponents, it draws attention to the government's 
failings; and it keeps the Congress’ morale up. 

Unfortunately, it also fends to convince impartial observers that the 
leader of the Opposition is at best, a smart alec And at worst, a 
self-satisfied jerk, who having messed up things himself, now gets 
self-righteous about other people’s mistakes 

The Street-fighter: The Sanjay Oandlii approach; much favouied by 
Congressmen who love threatening to ‘ take to the streets” to prove their 
clout In elfect. this would mean gheraoing the Mufti to protest inaction in 
Kashmir; a violent demonstration in Connaught Place denouncing 
inflation, and taking Arun laitley's oflice apart to complain about leaks 
on Bofors. 

The problem is that Rapv makes an unlikely goonda Each time he tries 
the macho man approach ("naniyaad dilavengc". etc J, he provokes so 
much derision that nobody can take him seriously 
Th* Manipulator: When Mrs Gandhi had nothing going for her in 1977, 
she still managed to topple the Janata Party and stage a comeback because 
of some adroit manipulations. 

For Rapv to do the same thing, he would have to fill Devi Lai's head with 
dreams of glory and promise to support him m Parliament if he wanted to 
be Prime Minister. Or, he could make common cause with Chandra 
.Shekhar over the spectre of communahsm and the growing influence of 
the B.1P. Then, he could use Shekhar to topple the government and come 
to power with CPI(M) support. 

It wouldn't work because Rajiv makes a terrible intriguer. Besides, 

V.p. Singh IS the master manipulator of Indian politics So, it seems 
foolish to attack him on his area of strength. Far better to avoid 
Manda-style manipulation altogether and do your own thing. 

Th« 1985 Model (Now! Improvod!): Let’s not forget that Rajiv 
Gandhi won the most massive mandate in Indian electoral history just by 
being himself. Clearly, he must have been doing something right even if 
he hadn’t worked out quitCswhat it was 

So, he should dismantle that coterie, pension off the advisers, none of 
whom was around for his moment of glory anyway. Instead, he should 
trust his instincts, stop pretending to be what he is not and do whatever 
comes naturally. 

The problem is that five years in the hot-seat are enough to change 
anybody and the Rajiv Gandhi of 1990 is simply not the Rajiv Gandhi of 
1985 

No matter. He could present himself as an older, wiser version who has 
matured through bitter experience. Whereas in 1985, he had the nght 
instincts and no political savvy, now he knows how to translate his ideas 
into reality. 

Tfie VtBrdict: Nobody knows which approach Rajiv will select, but the 
betting is on the 1985 model with traces of the Sharp Critic—he can't help 
needling the government: after all, he went to Ooon School j 
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Mufti Mohammad 
Sayecd’s resignation 
And so on. 

This chaos must indi¬ 
cate that the govern¬ 
ment IS headed toi de¬ 
feat in the next general 
election—it not a mid¬ 
term collapse So, as the 
leading opposition par¬ 
ty, the C'ongress(I) 
should benefit from the 
Janata Dal's mistor- 
tunes 

Ivxcepi that il hasn’t 
\sorked out that wav 
Despite the in-house 
euphoria over Ra|iv’s 
recein expeditions the 
faet remains that while 
the government is losing 
support, the C'oiigicss(l) 

IS not gaming it E ven 
those who regaid the 
Janat.i Dal as hopelessly 
inept do not long loi the | H< Urn 
ictuin ol the Congress 
Instead, ihe\ look lo the Eihar.itiva 
Janata Paitv oi fin I w'lth regional 
alternatives 

That IS the teal crisis cit the (. on- 
gress(I) 

W ithin the t ongiess(I), those who 
formulate strategy make cetttiin 
kev assumptions 

• The National front cannot solve 
India’s problems The ( ongiess tniisi 
theiefore attack its fjiilures 
• I'he constitueiits of the Janat.i Dal 
are cetlaiti to fight If the t ongiess 
can aggiavate their differences oi en¬ 
courage tlie likes of De\ i I,,tl oi 
Chandra .Shekhar to lesign oi even 
defect, then the goveinment is certain 
to tall 

In essence, the stiategy is a lephiy 
ol the scheme that helped Mrs (.landhi 
return to pow'er alter the humiliating 
defeat of 1^77 Then, she had focused 
on the Janata govcrnmenl s lapses and 
had pushed Chaian Singh into top¬ 
pling Morarp Desai 
The Congress! I) thinks the strategv 
will work a second time and as the 
National Fiont regime lurches from 
crisis to crisis, a weary nation will once 
again opt for a government that 
works. To this end, a section ol the 
Congress! 11 has been in constant 
touch with Chandra Shekhar and 
through him. with other disenchanted 
Janata Dal leaders Another set of 
Congressmen has been cultivating 
Devi Lai m the hope that he will agree 
to play the Charan Singh role. 



He became Prime Minister without having 
ready for the responsibility 

It IS believed that il the Tan and 
Shekliat rcTiise lo obey the laiiata Dal 
whip in I’.ii liamciil and encourage 
their supporicrs to di. tin same, then 
the ruling p.itlv will be leciucec) to a 
sliength ot lot) 111 a Mouse ol sU) 

( learly no goveinment can rule on 
the basis id that ligurt amt V P Smgli 
will have to lesign 

T he (. ongiess can then assume povv 
ei as a eoalilioii with the Devi Lai 
L'biindra Shekhai gnnip and the siip- 
poi I ol the left II that doesn I work, 
then It tan loice an eleclioii, jusl as 
Mis Ciaiidhi did m imO-Sd and like 
her, let 11 in to pMwei 

Till about a month ago tins 
sttategy—idciitifiecl w ith K K Dha 
wan and his acolytes—was the eeniie- 
piece ol ( tingressfl) th.ib mg II still 
survives—and the toppling efforts pei- 
sist - but Rajiv hmiscit seems to h.ive 


nr he electoral fortunes 
of the Congress! I) rest 
on Rajiv Gandhi's 
shoulders. Will he be 
j able to convince the 
country that he 
deserves another 
chance? 


to work hard for the job He was not 

lejected it foi >ill piaetieal [uirposes 
fils objections ,iie as follows 

• Me has nothing in common with 
Devi l,al and thinks it will be loolish lo 
link up with liirii 

• E ven if the Nationi! fiont govern- 
meiit tell, the ( ongiess would need Ml) 
MPs to cross (>vei lo lie sure ol a 
lel.itivcK eoinlort.ible m.ijoiiiv This 
IS iioi likelv to haj'iic'ii .nul he sees no 
leason to toini ,i ininoritv govern¬ 
ment 

• It an election is e.illid he does not 
vviint lo go to (he [teofvie as a wieeker 
■ind .1 topjiler ,\|)ait from anvthmg 
else, (he electorate rnav well turn 
againsi him for that leasoii 

• In lUMI', the eouiiti y had a two-party 
system flic old Janata Party included 
the IMP and there were fewei regional 
parlies (no A(;P no I DP, etc ) Now, 
a vote against tlia lanata Dal could 
well go to the BIP Ol a legional 
[lartv—not (o the Congress 

In R.ijiv (randhis view—to the 
extent th.it he has aiticul.ited one over 
the l.ist tew weeks -.i toppling exer¬ 
cise IS e<ninlei-pn>ductive Yes, ol 
course, the function ot an Opposition 
IS to oppose, so the C'ongress will 
cxjvose the goveinment s lapses But 
that alone will not be cniiugh 

flic real problem he leeogmses. is 
with the Congress! I) Why did it lose 
the election'’ And why are peo¬ 
ple still unwilling to accept that the 
party represents a real alternative'' 

Until the Congress solves that crisis. 
It has no future 
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R ajiv Gandhi’s advisers have pro¬ 
vided him with several explana¬ 
tions for the 1989 defeat These in¬ 
clude- 

• The loss of the Muslim vote after 
the Bhagalpur riots and the Ram 
Janmabhoomi controversy. 

• The loss of Harijan votes to Kanshi 
Ram’s Bahujan Samaj Party 
♦ The failure of the party oiganisa- 
tion. 

• Resentment against state govern¬ 
ments in the Hindi belt 
• The index of Opposition unity, 

• Bad planning which led to the loss 
of 20 scats 

From all accounts, Rajiv is inclined 
to accept that this is part of the story. 
But he believes that there was more to 
It. He thinks that perhaps it was a vote 
across the board against the party 
And more specifically, a vote against 
him 

In 1984. he was an unknown quanti¬ 
ty and so everybody saw what he 
wanted to in him Moreover, he was 
from within the system—by virtue of 
his birth—and yet, not a creation of 
the old, corrupt political structure 
Therefore, he was able to attract both 
traditional Congress voters and those 
who opposed Mrs Gandhi's dictatorial 
stewardship of India’s fortunes. By 
promising to reform a system that 
most people regarded as corrupt and 
hopelessly inefficient, he held out a 
vision of change with continuitv 

By 1989 however, he had not deli¬ 
vered on that promise Instead, he had 
fallen out with most of those he had 
brought into government with him, 
was perceived as being as dictatorial 
and aloof as his mother and, far from 
dismantling a corrupt political struc¬ 
ture, seemed to have actually disco¬ 
vered a couple of new ways of squeez¬ 
ing money out of it 

Once he was discredited, people 
looked foi alternatives In the north, 
they found them m the form of the 
Janata Dal’s promise of open and 
clean government and in the BJP’s 
suggestion that a capitalist Hindu 
rashtra might fare bettei than a 
socialistic, secular state In the south, 
the alternatives themselves had been 
discredited by then performance in 
the state capitals and so, the Congress 
held on 

The crisis of the Congress!I) lies in 
the fact that its strategists have not 
come to terms with this reality They 
fail to recognise that people cannot 
I suddcnlv legaid a (xirty they rejected 
! SIX months agi' as the obvious alterna- 
{ tive. unless the party itself demons- 


Over the last few 
months, Rajiv Gandhi 
has been at pains to 
demonstrate the 
common touch. The 
self-consciously 
Gandhian gesture of the 
fast at Rajghat was one 
such move 


irates that ti has changed 

The Congress' managers, alas, 
would much rather topple than intro¬ 
spect. 

J udging by the things that Rajiv has 
been saying piivately for the last 
few weeks, he has now worked out his 
own strategy for the Congressj 1 )'s 





Bute Singh (abowJfndSirtMi. 
SharauK out of favour 


recovery, in essence, he believes that 
just as he won the 19M election for the 
party, he was nearly as responsible for 
the 1989 defeat. 

If he is to recover lost ground, then 
he must guard against the failings that 
cost him the last election. Then, he 
was perceived as being cynical, arro¬ 
gant, devious, corrupt and cut off 
from any contact with the people 

This time around, he is doing every¬ 
thing possible to correct that im¬ 
pression 

ACCESSIBILITY: Over the last 
month, Rajiv has set aside three hours 
a day for meetings with paity workers. 
He has been so perturbed by com¬ 
plaints of rudeness on the part of the 
staff at his 10 Janpath residence that 
.Seva Dal volunteers have been asxcd 
to man the reception area and treat 
everyone courteously These days, he 
keeps appointments, usheis visitors m 
at the appointed time and retuins 
phone calls 


Exit, the 
coterie 

Rajiv Gandhi no longer 
depends on just a 
chosen few 

A s Prime Minister. Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi relied on his coterie. His 
reward: bad press and an electoral 
defeat. Now, as leader of the 
Opposition, be seems to have 
learnt his lesson. And though he 
hasn’t done away with his inner 
circle, the number of his advisers 
has increased dramatically of late. 
No doubt, to deflect any criticism 
of his relying on a couple of poorly- 
informed cohorts to the detriment 
of the party. 

It IS in keeping then that the 
likes of Buta Singh and Captain 
Satish Sharma are out of favour. 
While former home minister Buta 
Singh finds it near impossible to 
secure an appointment with the 
Congress president, the good Cap¬ 
tain has. in a pre-emptive mood, 
opted to go low profile. He works 
out of his office in the Aero Club 
of India, at the Safdarjung Air¬ 
port, visiting the new Gandhi 
home rarely—and then only for 
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The morning darshans continue and 
on some days, 5,(KJ0 people turn up to 
see Rajiv (The small lawn at 10 
Janpath can’t accommodate them and 
they arc usually packed ofl to the 
neighbouring AICC headquarters.) 

By July, he will resume giving inter¬ 
views and meeting the pre.ss. 

CORRUPTION: I hough the Congres- 
s(I)'s official position is that corrup¬ 
tion IS a media-created issue, Rajiv 
seems to keenlv resent the slur on his 
integrity 

Ills approach is to be aggressive 
about the charges levelled at him 
During the last session of Parliament, 
he demanded that the government 
table the report of the Swedish 
National Audit Bureau and the (.oii- 
.ress(I) wants all Bc’fors-related pall¬ 
id j to be placed befoie Parliament 
C On the AJ20 deal, he has been as 
aggressive, insisting that no mones | 
changed hands and accusing the gov- j 


halt an houi or so jA tar cry from 
the days when he was butler, 
chauffeur, chief handyman and 
food consultant, all rolled into 
one ) 

There is a group of ten—R.K. 
Dhawan, M.L. Foicdar, P. Chi¬ 
dambaram, P, Shiv Shankar, 
H.K L. Bhagat, Balram Jakhar, 
Vasant Sathe, C.K Jaffar Shariet. 
V.N, Gadgil and Dincsh Singh— 
which Rajiv has come to rely on 
more and more of late While these 
leaders are consulted on most poli¬ 
tical decisions, Rajiv reserves the 
right to overrule them. And, as he 
has gathered confidence over the 
last month or so. he has imposed 
his will on them more often than 
ever before, 

Gandhi has also constituted a 
special think-tank to advise him on 
parliamentary affairs, comprising 
such members as R. Kumaraman- 
galam, Harish Rawat, N.K.P. 
Salve, Madhavrao Scindva and 
M.J, Akbar. 

Detractors within the party (and 
without), of course, insist that the 
changes are only cosmetic. And 
that Rajiv is still as susceptible to 
sycophants who will tell him what 
he wants to heai. 

But the majority of Congress¬ 
men are willing to give their presi¬ 
dent the benefit of doubt And in 
the end, that is what counts. 



1984 


At that time, he was an unknown quantity and so everybody saw 
what he wanted to In him 


I 


ernment ol grounding the entire lleet 
for cvnical political ends 

Whereas earlier, Rajiv lielicvcd that 
It was beneath his dignity lo resjiond 
to asjjcrsions cast on his honesty, he 
now iccognises that the mud h.is stuck 
and IS eager to clear his name 

It IS an approach that will work only 
if none ot the investigations thiow's up 
his name oi leveals the iinolyemcnt ot 
his friends 

DEVTOUSNES.S AND CVMCl.SM: 
W'hcn he did not visit Mehaiii alter the 
first poll was countermanded, the 
impression gamed ground that he was 
in the jtrcicess of cutting a deal with 
Devi L.il By demanding Chautala's 
resignation when Atnir Singh the 
Indejiendent candidate, was mui- 
dered, Rajiv hoped to demonstrate 
tbiit he would not sacrifice his ideals 
lor exjscdiency and I hat the lirsi im- 
pressioi' was wrong 

Similarly, while he has encouraged 
his partymen lo speak up in Parlia¬ 
ment, he has drawn the line at bad 
behaviour After S D Sharma burst 
into tears in the Rajya Sahha, he made 
P Shiy Shankar leader of the C'on- 
gress(l) in the Uj^per House, issue a 
formal .ipology. And when K K 


Tewan attacked Sharma, he disowned ! 
him i 

I 

ARROtiANCh AND ALOOFNESS: 

Rajiv’s eneniies jioiliay him as a 
Pioi ucci-clad, (lucci-shod, RoIck- 
wearing srioh, who has no patience 
with the ordinary people ol India I he 
linage is accuiale m tli.it Rajiv is 
westernised .ind likes the eoocl things 
of life (though, to Ik' (an. Ins wa(ch is 
a Longmes and no( a Kole,\), bu( he is 
not the Beluga-scotfing d.incly his de¬ 
tractors make him out to he 

Over the last few months, he has 
i been at pains to empli.isise his links 
with India and m demonsirate the 
common touch The seK-conscionsly 
(iandhian gesture of the last at Ka- 
jghat w<is one such move Now, he 
intends to travel across India hy train, 
against the advice of his securitymcn 

The little touches have been careful¬ 
ly' woiked out When he w-ent to 
Africa for Namibia’s Independence 
Day celebrations, he flew Leonomy 
C'lass. though All India otfered td 
upgrade him tor free And the tram 
journeys lined up lor June arc all 
Second C'lass 

He has also gone out ot his way to 
phone people and be solicitous When I 
industrialist Surrendra Paul was mur- I 
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RAJIV’S ASSETS 

• He is the leader of the 
largest single party In 
Parliament. 

• He Is the unchallenged 
leader of the Congre8s(l), 
unlilce V.P. Singh who faces 
competition within the Janata 
Oal. 

e He is a national leader. A 
Kashmlrl'ParsI from UP, he 
has an ali-india image. 

« The Congress is the only 
party which contests over 500 
seats at a general election. 
Both the BJP and the Janata 
Oal are essantiatiy Hindi belt 
parties and hence, unlikely to 
gat overall majorities on their 
own. 

• He is still a major 
crowd-puller. He drew an 
audience of thousands even in 
Meham, in the heart of Jat 
country. 

• His Image changes quickly. 
In 1961, when he entered 
politics, he was portrayed as a 
well-meaning simpleton. By 
1985, he was a charismatic 
visionary. In 1988, this 
changed to an ‘imperious, 
possibly corrupt, leader’. 
Who’s to predict how he’ll be 
perceived by 19917 It could be 
a favourable image again. 

_ —-- 


dered in Assam a few months ago, 
Rajiv called his brother Swraj in 
London the moment he heard the 
news, though of late, his relations with 
Paul have been strained (In contrast, 
Prime Minister V.P. Singh did not 
even send a condolence message to 
the family.) 

W ill all this erase memories of the 
Rajiv Gandhi of 198^ and 
reawaken a nostalgia for the Rajis of 
1985? E\en if it does, Rajiv faces 
other problems 

The Congress is in disarray and it 
will take some time for it to be 
moulded into a coherent force Short¬ 
ly after the 1989 defeat, the paitv 
decided that it needed a scapegoat 
Former home minister Buta Singh, 
who formulated the disastrous Ram 
Janmabhoomi strategy for the Con¬ 
gress, was the obvious choice and got 
landed with much of the blame 

However, senior leaders felt that 
this was as good a time as any to also 
get their own back on Rajiv. The first 
to do so was Kamlapati Tripathi, but 
Rajis was able to mollify him some¬ 
what He was less successful with Lima 
Shankar Dixit, who dismissed him as a 
"political zero” after resigning from 
the Congress Working Committee 
Later. Dixit’s daughter-in-law, Sheila 
Dixit, formerly Rajiv’s minister of 
state at the Prime Minister’s Office, 
got him to withdraw his cnticism ot 
the party president, but the damage 
had been done 

The Congress also suffers in terms 
of Its organisation Traditionally, a 
part> in Opposition appoints several 
general secretaiies The Janata Dal, 
for instance, had ten general secretar¬ 
ies, a secretary-general, a vice- 
president. etc But the Congress has 
only four, and of them, only two— 
H.K.L Bhagat and Jaffai Shariet - 
are at all effective Mahavir Prasad is 
out of his depth in national politics 
and Balram Jakhar is discredited as a 
leader of the Jats 

The old general secretaries (Ghu- 
lam Nabi Azad, M. Chandrasheknar, 
K.N. Singh, etc ) have been made 
members of a new disciplinary com¬ 
mittee, but regard the appointment as 
a punishment and spend most of their 
time sulking. Many Congressmen also 
feel that former ministers and men of 
substance should be encouraged to 
function as issue-based spokesmen. 
For instance, critiasm of the govern¬ 
ment’s inability to control prices 
would be more effective if it came 
from Pranab Mukherjee and S.B. 



RAJIV’S 

WEAKNESSES 

• He Is perceived as being 
imperious, arrogant and aloof. 
The Congress is like a court 
with him as the emperor. V.P. 
Singh, on the other hand, Is 
seen as open and humble. 

• His image Is that of a 
westernised yuppie with little 
feel for the poor of India’s 
villages. V.P. Singh Is seen as 
being much more at home in 
the villages of the cow belt. 

• In 1984, he was perceived as 
charming and perauasira. Now 
he’s seen as being Impulsive 
and argumentative. 

• He is a bad Judge of people, 
having been let down by his 
friends and/or having fallen out 
with them. There Is now 
nobody in the Congre8S(l) who 
shares an easy and equal 
relationship with him. 

• Why should anybody give 
him a second chance? He 
promised so much In 1984 and 
delivered so little. He owes tlie 
country an explanation for tMs 
lapse. 

• Whatever he may say, many 
people still believe that ftia 
name will surface In the Bdfore 
investigation or In one of the 
other corruption enquiries. 
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Chavan. Similarly, the regime’s mis- I 
handling of relations with Pakistan ] 
could be better exposed by P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao or even, Natwar Singh. But 
the All India Congress Committee 
(AICC) continues to rely on all¬ 
purpose spokesmen and misses out on 
the opportunity to re-emphasise the 
Congress’ stature as a party full of 
experienced leaders. 

Even if Rajiv does manage to sort 
things out in Delhi, there are still the 
states to worry about. The party in the 
Hindi belt is divided by the usual fac¬ 
tional fights and does not function 
cohesively In the south, the situation 
IS as complicated. In Tamil Nadu, re¬ 
lations with ally Jayalalitha deterio¬ 
rated before she suddenly disappeared 
abroad In Karnataka, Veerendra 
Paul resents Rajiv's ‘interference’ in 
his ministry-making In Andhra, 
^henna Reddy is more j— 
loyal to R.K Dhawan 
than to Rajiv Ciandht 
And m Maharashtra. 

Sharad Pawar is widely i 
regarded as untrust- ! 
worthy i 

I 

T here aic, broadly ! 

speaking, two con- 
ceptions of Indian poii- " 

tics According to one, 
local issues, caste and 
communal considera- 
tions and party organisa- 
tion are regarded as the 
key determinants of ’agStjPBft 
electoral success This is 
a view favoured by most 
grassroots politicos and 
by many of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi's advisers. | jj 

The second concep- Ir & 
tion holds that all of this L—JK-— ._ 
IS largely irrelevant and 
that a general election is 
presidential in nature. 

The electorate votes foi or 
against the leaders o( the individual 
parties and all other considerations re¬ 
cede to the background 

Indira Gandhi inclined to the 
second view ‘Expelled’ by the Con¬ 
gress Working Committee in 1969 and 
reduced to the head of a minority gov¬ 
ernment in Parliament, she split the 
Congress and went it alone Berett of 
an organisation and strapped for cash, 
she overturned caste considerations, 
ignored local issues and still won by a 
landslide in 1971 In 1980, she was 
almost back to square one after a 
second Congress split and yet, she 
swept the country again. 
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Rajiv Gandhi appears to be follow¬ 
ing his mother’s example However 
hard he tries, he will not be able to 
energise the Congress in time for the 
next election Nor will he be able to 
create a party oiganisation out of no¬ 
thing A presidential approach is his 
best bet. 

Finally, the electoral fortunes of the 
Congress!I) rest on Rajiv Gandhi's 
shoulders Will he be able to convince 
the country that he deserves another 
chance’’ Does he have the ability to 
actually tour India and persuade peo¬ 
ple that he has learned from his mis¬ 
takes'' 

In 1984, he became Piime Minislei 
without having to work hard for the 
job He was not ready for the respon¬ 
sibility and It came too easily to him 
By 1988, when things began to go 
wrong, the feeling grew that he wa.s 


out of his depth and unable to push 
through the changes he wanted, 

Detractors scoffed and suggested 
that at the first sign of defeat, he 
would hotfoot It to Torino and escape 
from the hurly-burly of Indian jxilitics. 
Perhaps, he would at last enjoy his 
alleged wealth 

So far, Rajiv has proved them 
wrong He has stayed on and he has 
decided to light But does be have his 
mother's courage, her ability to re¬ 
main on hei feet when the odds seem 
insurmountable'' Clearly, he lacks 
both her shrewdness and her ruthles-.- 
ness He hopes to make up for tbovs 
with charisma vision and hard work 

By recognising that his priority is 
not to dcstrviy the Janata Dal—it will 
probably lollapsc under the weight of 
Its own contradictions—but to rebuild 
his shattered relationship with the In- 




ri:* 
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He believes that Just as he won the 1984 election for the party, he was as 
responsible for last year’s defeat 


[Respite the triumphs 
of the last few weeks, 
Rajiv Gandhi is still far 
from being the Prime 
Minister-in-waiting that 
the party imagines he is. 
Race Course Road is 
still a long way off 


dian people, ka|iv lias at last made a 
beginning But can a man who threw 
away such a massive mandate create a 
new one tor himself out of nothing but 
his ow'ii charisma'' 

Rajiv believes he can He hopes 
that the electorate will recognise that 
he has ptofited from the experience of 
the 198S-89 spell m office, that he has 
at last learned how to work the system 
and to change it for the better 
At present, it still looks like a long 
shot. But at the speed at which things 
are moving, six months from today, it 
might well seem less improbable. • 
Rajiv Shukla wllh VIr Sanghvi/Naw 
Delhi 





FOCUS 


The trouble 
yi^ Tewari 

His brash, abrasive utterances are always 
creating problems. This time, the Congressman 
is in the Rajya Sabhas bad books 


H e IS a professor of English 
who loves making his¬ 
tory—with his unpar¬ 
liamentary prose And the 
fact that he is not a mem¬ 
ber of Parliament doesn’t deter him 
Recently, former Congress(I) Union 
minister Kami a Kant Tcwari 
earned the wrath of an already agi¬ 
tated Rajva Sabha for calling the 
Chairman. Dr .Shankar Dayal Sharma. 
“unfit to preside over the House” 
Neither the Opposition nor the Treas- 
iirv benches would forgive him for it 
Even after he had withdrawn his 
remark, the House hauled him up 



and while he stood in 
the Bar like an errant 
schoolboy, reprimanded 
him for his “grave act of 
misde.meanour” and 
told him to leave 

Tewaii has always had 
a passion lor the front- 
page His utterances 
h.ive entertained the na¬ 
tion, and journalists 
hungrs tor copy ha\e 
legarded the loud 
mouthed lewari as ,i 
godsend He has, 
however, never been 
very popular with his 
partymen They have al¬ 
ways regarded him as an 
embariassment and 
have dissociated them¬ 
selves from his icmarks 
So It was not surprising 
that Congressmen m the 
Rajva Sabha had no 
hesitation m supporting 
the move to reprimand 
him, and Margatham 
Chandrashekhar, chair¬ 
man of the Congress(I)'s 
disciplinary action com¬ 
mittee, served him a 
notice, asking him to 
explain why he had criti¬ 
cised the Chairman 
when he had no business 
to 

Tewari’s strength, 
however, lies in the fact 
that he has the backing 
of Rajiv Gandhi In 
1987, when the Presi¬ 
dent of India, Giani Zaii 
Singh, was reportedly 
thinking of toppling the 
Rajiv Gandhi govern¬ 
ment, Tewari accused 
him of harbouring ter¬ 
rorists Zail Singh 
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threatened to kick up a row 
before he retired if Tewari wasn’t 
removed from the ministry (he was 
then minister of state for commerce). 
He was, only to be re-inducted as 
minister of state for external affairs a 
few months after Zail Singh had gone 
Tewari was among the most trenchant 
critics of V P Singh, when he was still 
in the Congress Rajiv Gandhi has 
never forgotten that He knows 
Tewari will stand by him come what 
may- and so will never let the ebul¬ 
lient Congressman down Impetuous 
and abrasive Tewari may be, but 
loyalty has its rewards 
That is why, even after being repri¬ 
manded. Tewari refuses to say he is 
sorry for what he did He is bitter 
about not being given a chance to tell 
his side of the story flnrepentant and 
irrepressible, he plans to carry on his 
battle with Parliament "What has 
happened to me has happened," he 
says “Now I will raise the question of 
Parliament's privileges versus a 
citizen's fundamental rights in a re¬ 
view petition before the Supreme 
Court—not for myself, but for the 
sake of posterity ” The dispute, he 
insists, must be resolved, once and for 
all 

T he controversy began on 22 May, 
a day of pandemonium in the 
Rajya Sabha Congrcss(l) members 
came to the House, determined to 
stall proceedings When the Chair¬ 
man, Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, re¬ 
fused to allow a National Conference 
member to laise the issue of Moulvi 
Farooq’s murder—he had already 
granted him permission to make a 
special mention of it later—the Con¬ 
gressmen found their excuse They 
rushed into ihe Well, shouting slo¬ 
gans They were obviously bent on 


“Dr Najma Heptuliah 

said that Tewari is like 
the thief who after 
getting away once, 
thinks he can get away 
every time. This time, 
he is caught” 


stalling the passing of the Appropria 
tion Bill No 2 and the Finance Bill, 
and wanted question houi cancelled 
In the course of the bedlam, the 
Chairman, vice-president Dr Shankar 
Dayal Sharma, broke down in tears 
over the conduct of the Congress!I) 
members and, in a fit of rage, called 
them a party of traitors One of the 
Congressmen tried to snatch away 
papers from the hands ol the deputy 
chairman, Dr Najma Heptuliah. and 
after she had retreated into her cham¬ 
ber, warned her that he would not 
allow her to conduct the proceedings if 
she persisted with her "dictatorial" 
attitude 

A keen follower ol pailiamentaiv 
rows—with his gift for tongue-lashing 
he IS obviously missing them badly— 
K K Tewari issued a written state¬ 
ment, hitting back at Dr Sharma for 
criticising the Congress party, which at 
least one paper (the Indian Express) 
carried in lull. "The fact that Dr 
Sharma chose to launch his most 
vitriolic and undignified denunciation 
against the Congress(I) niembeis and 




“Dr Shankar 
Dayal Sharma 

called the Congress(I) 
members traitors 
and murderers 
of democracy ... And I 
reacted on the spur of 
the moment” 


allowed his outbursts to stay on record 
renders him unfit to pieside over the 
Ftousc," read the statement. Tewari 
said that Dr Sharma's “utterly out¬ 
rageous and totally impermissible out¬ 
bursts" were grossly violative of the 
norms of the House and against the 
high standards set by his predecessors, 
■fhe Chairman's "hysterical rantings" 
had not served the cause of democracy 
and his “simulated dramatics", Tew- 
ary said, “were clearly aimed at gag¬ 
ging the only opposition party" What 
IS more, he said. “Dr Shaima's con¬ 
cern for the dignity of the House, in 
retrospect, seems to be less than 
genuine 

Forgetting intei-paity squabbles, 
the Rjjya Sabha, in one voice, conde¬ 
mned Tewari for his attack on the 
Chairman Raising the issue, Yash- 
want Sinha ol the Janata Dal said 
Tewan’s vcurrilous statement had 
damaged the honour of the House and 
V Gopalaswamy of the DMK de¬ 
scribed him as ' uncivilised" Normal¬ 
ly, .someone who is accused of holding 
the House in contempt is ordered to 
appeal before the privileges commit¬ 
tee and explain himself and, if neces¬ 
sary, IS rebuked. But in this case, the 
entire House unanimously adopted a 
resolution which said that if it was 
confirmed that Tewari had made the 
statement, he should be summoned to 
the Bar of the House during the 
current session and reprimanded. 

Tewari rushed to the Supreme 
Court, claiming that he had a right to 
natural justice and should be neard 
before being repnmanded. But the 
court dismissed his petition, asking 
him how he could conclude that his 
reply to the Rajya Sabha’s notice 
wouldn’t satisfy the members of the 
House. Tewari then explained that the 
House had only issued notice on him 
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“Everyone abused me” 

K. K. Tewari complains that he was reprimanded 
, without being heard 


Sunday: Why did yov issue a state¬ 
ment criticising the Chairman of 
the R^ya Sabha? 

K. K. Tewari; I am not a member 
of the Rajya Sabha. I was not 
present there. I got to know about 
what happened on 22 May only 
through friends and newspapers. 1 
was unhappy with what had hap¬ 
pened. I was a member of the Lok 
Sabha for two consecutive terms 
from 1980-89. Things had gone out 
of the Chairman’s control and, 
according to what came out in the 
newspapers, he had tears in his 
eyes. And then, in a moment of 
anger, he called Congress(l) mem¬ 
bers traitors and murderers of 
democracy, indulging in goonda- 
gardi. Obviously, these are not the 
type of expressions that should 
come from the Chairman. These 
observations should have been 
struck off if they were on the 
record.s of the House. But they 
were reported in the papers all 
over the country and nobody from 
the Rajya Sabha secretariat took 
the trouble of contradicting them. 
So, I felt provoked. 

Q: Considering you were speaking 
of the Chaimum of the Ri^ya 
Sabha and vice-president of India, 
shouldn’t you have been more re- 
spectftil? 

A: I have the highest regard for Dr 


to verity whether he had made the 
statement, and if he had, intended to 
reprimand him without giving him a 
chance to explain himself. The court, 
however, remained unmoved 
The reprimand—on 1 June—came 
as ,m anti-climax With the press and 
visitors’ galleries filled to capacity and 
the House in full attendance, Tewari 
solemnly made his way into the Bar 
specially erected for him near the 
entiancc In hushed silence, the 
House hoard the deputy chairman 
read out the leprimand “The House 
IS pained that a citizen of India should 
I evei h ive been so at fault and 
] app.'irenily lie unrepentant thereaftei 
I This House, Iheicfore, reprimands 
^ou " 'I'ewaii was not penalised more 
^ .. 


Shankar Dayai Sharma, both as a 
person and a,s Chairman of the 
House. But I did realise that this 
(his remarks) was not in conformi¬ 
ty with the dignity of the House. 
"The Indian National Congress 
which fought the biggest imperial¬ 
ist and colonialist power in human 
history and is the party of Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi. Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Indira Gandhi should not be called 
a party of traitors 1 reacted on the 
spur of the moment. After 1 had 
issued the statement, there was 
commotion all aiound, and they 
were pressing for a privilege mo¬ 
tion against me. But our members 
raised this matter and he (Dr 
Sharma) himself withdrew his re¬ 
marks. He said he treated every¬ 
body as a patriot, just as he himself 
is I also publicly said that since Dr 
Sharma has withdrawn his re¬ 
marks, I also withdraw mine. And 
I thought the House would accept 
my position. I never intended to 
cause a breach of privilege 

Q: Do you think you were let down 
by P. Shiv Shankar, the leader of 
your party in the House’,' 

A: You can ask Shiv Shankar how 



“I will raise the 
question of 
Parliament’s 
privileges before the 
Supreme Court—for 
the sake of posterity” 


he was subscribing to this dubious 
thesis that a citizen once awarded 
punishment, however arbitrary, 
politically motivated and vindictive 
It may be, cannot move a court of 
law. That is the theory he was 
advancing. He was with the 
Opposition on that. Why did his 
son file a case against the Andhra 
Pradesh Speaker when he and 
other Youth Congress boys were 
agitating before the Assembly and 
they were accused of having com¬ 
mitted breach of privilege of the 
I louse? How did he permit his own 
son to do that'' 

Q: What do you feel about Dr 
Najma Heptullah’s role In the 
drama? 

A: Every child who knows about 
Indian Parliament knows that one 
unalterable rule of the House is 
that nobody who is not present in 
the House and is not in a position 
to defend him.sclf will be subjected 
to slander, libellous statements and 
abuses. 

In my case, an open-ended dis¬ 
cussion was held on me, spilling 
into four or five hours. Every 
member abused me to his heart’s 
content And some of the most vile 
remarks about me are still on 
record The chairperson herself 
said that K.K Tewari is a history- 
sheeter, within earshot of every¬ 
one. including the press. She said 
K.K Tewari is like the thief who 
after getting away once, thinks that 
he can get away every time. This 
time, he is caught How can you 
protect the dignity of the House 
when the chairperson herself 
makes such observations? 


severely in the hope that he would 
introspect “on the seriousness” of his 
"misdemeanour’ 

But for K K. Tewari that wasn’tthe 
end of the matter He is determined to 
make an issue of it by questioning the 
authority of Parliament to override a 
citizen’s fundamental rights. His main 
contention is that he has a right to be 
heard before being condemned. He is 
now threatening to file a review peti¬ 
tion before the Supreme Court in a 
few days He argues: “Even God told 
Adam and Eve to say what thay 
wanted to in their defence when they 
ate the fruit of knowledge. Why can’t 
Parliament hear me out''” • 
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POLITICS 


Home, but dry? 

The Mufti survives a move to oust him, but his problems are 

far from over 


I t was, perhaps, the most senous 
challenge to the Raja’s author¬ 
ity, since the Tau staged his 
now-l-resign-now-I-don't dra- 
^ ma The dissident camp of the, 
J,inata Dal initiated a signature cam- 
I paign against Mufti Mohammad 
I Sayeed, accusing the home minister of 
j non-performance and insisting that he 
I quit the government. As many as 50 
I ' .Ps signed the memorandum, and 
/tti after the Pnme Minister’s public¬ 
ly-expressed disapproval, 20 others 
' were, reportedly, willing to put their 
names to the paper What made mat- i 
ters worse for V.P. Singh was the ‘ 
rumour that the effort was being I 
spearheaded by his pincipal protege, i 
Santosh Bharatiya. ! 

The campaign against the Mufti be- 
j gan even before the circulation of this 
I memorandum Only the first salvo was 
i fired—not by the Dal _____ 
j dissidents—but by that t 
redoubtable member of iV 

the Bharatiya Janata 
Party {BJP),UmaBhar- 
ati She launched a sea- ' 

thing attack on the 
home minister, v/i a vis 
the increased terrorist 
activities in Punjab, and 
insisted that the Mufti 
had no business con- 
tinuingin office. Bharati 
was joined by the two 
Independent members 
from Daman and Dm, 
who complained about 
I being harassed by some 
officials of the Union 
Territory. They had 
approached Sayeed with 
their problem, but the 1 
home minister had 
taken no action in this ' 
connection 1 j^^k 

The Independent 
members found avid I 
supporters in such lead- up^ 
ers as L.K. Advani. 

Dinesh Singh and Som- 
nath Chatterjee. Soon, 

several Janata Dal MPs- 

jumped on to the WjutHMohami 


bandwagon, spewing invective against 
the Mufti Such ministers as P. Upen- 
dra, Satyapal Malik and Sharad Yadav 
tned to impose some sort of discipline 
in the treasury benches' but to no 


wcic over, Bharatiya .iccosted .Satyap¬ 
al Malik to iniorm him that be was not 
involveu in the anti-Mufli campaign, 
but by then the damage had been 
done The MP’s .ictions had made it 


Members of the House—fiom | only too obvious which side he wa' 


both sides of the political fence—per¬ 
sisted with the demand for the home 
minister's resignation 

Among the most vocal MPs were 
several members of the newly-formed 
Nav Nirman Manch of the Janata Dal, 
including former journalist Santosh 
Bharatiya Noticing this, the ministei 
of state for parliamentary affairs, 
Satyapal Malik, warned Bharatiya 
that he would be best advised to shut 
up But Bharatiya, w'ho makes no sec¬ 
ret of his closeness to the Raja, per¬ 
sisted in supporting the agitated mem- 
beis 

Once the proceedings of the House 


and an incensed Malik warned him lo 
be ready to lace the consequenees 

T he eonientunis issue of Bharatiya's 
involvement aside, this presented 
an opportunity in a million for the Dal 
dissidents And sure enough. Messrs 
Devi Lai and Chandra Shekhar m.ide 
the most of it, initiating the now- 
infamous signature campaign againsi 
the hapless home minister Hanmo- 
han Dhawan, Lok Sabha member 
from Chandigarh and Harshvardlian. 
member from Gorakhpur, weic en¬ 
trusted with the task of persuading 
party MPs to support the move 
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Mufti Mohimmad SayMd: the campaign ag^inat him peraists 
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POWTICS 


a 


Success wasn’t long m coming. It 
was only a mattei of some hours be- 
tore 50 Dal members had signed the 
memorandum, asking for the Mufti’s 
resignation, and demanding that P 
Singh take charge of the home port 
folio himself Several partymen owing 
allegiance to George Fernandes, Shar- 
ad Yadav and Ajit Singh also express¬ 
ed their willingness to lend their 
names, even though by then, the 
Prime Minister had come down heavi¬ 
ly on the agitationists 

The Raja's disappioval notwith- 
sta'nding. Hanmohan Dhawan and 
Co submitted the memorandum to 
the Prime Minister in his Parliament 
House office V P Singh refused to 
entertain the demand 

Aware that Mufti Mohammad 
Sayced was very upset about the eam- 


to his house for urgent consultations 
Khan rushed to Race Course Ro.id, to 
be told that he had to persuade the 
Mufti to stay on Arif disclosed that he 
had already talked to the home minis¬ 
ter, who had been very upset over the 
involvement of certain MPs said to he 
close to the PM, in the move to dis¬ 
lodge him 

Khan had more bad news for the 
Raja if the Mufti resigned, the other 
ministers belonging to the erstwhile 
Jan Morcha (Arun Nehru, Satyapal 
Malik and Anf Mohammad himself) 
would quit as well 

The threat, though unspoken, was 
all too obvious. The Raja reacted in 
his usual reasoned manner If his 
ministers resigned, he informed Anf, 
he would step down as Prime Mmistei 
in sympathy 


Criticism against the Mufti centres 
on three issues One, his mishandling 
of the Jammu and Kashmir situation 
(Dal members find it very difficult to 
lustify the deal concluded with the 
militants after the kidnapping of Dr 
Rubdiya Sayeed) Two, the de¬ 
teriorating law and order situation in 
Puniab, where the Mufti’s perform¬ 
ance makes Buta Singh seem like an 
administrative wizard And third, his 
proven incompetence in handling the 
alfaits of the home ministry Dal 
workeis insist that no action is taken 
on any ot their complaints And that 
the home minister is totally under the 
tontiol of his bureaucrats and lefuses 
to even see his party members on their 
say-so 

.Sayeed may, however, find himself 
less isolated in the coming months If 






Satyapal Malik 
(right) warned 
Bharatiya that 
he would be 
best advised to 
shut up. But 
Bharatiya 
persisted in 
supporting the 
move against 
the Mufti 


paign against him, the PM then called 
him up to give the necc.ssary reassur¬ 
ances He had full faith in the home 
mimster’.s ability, he told the Mufti, 
and he (Sayeed) shouldn’t take the 
memorandum seriously 

The home minister was far from 
convinced He left his Parliament 
Flouse office and drove to his 10 
Akbar Road residence to draw out his 
resignation The letter was duly typed 
to be sent over to the Prime Minister 

Meanwhile, Satyapal Malik got in 
touch with Sayeed, and told him that 
in the event of his resignation, he 
(Malik) would also quit the govern¬ 
ment. Malik then infoimed the Raja 
that his home minister had his resigna¬ 
tion letter ready 

Realising the seriousness of the 
situation. V.P Singh called energy 
minister Anf Mohammad Khan over 


The Raia’s support to the Mufti’s 
cause was no longer in doubt 

Anf Mohammad Khan immediately 
went over to the home minister’s resi¬ 
dence to convey the glad tidings Suit¬ 
ably pleased. Mufti Mohammad tore 
up his resignation letter 

T he worst loser in this sorry episode 
was—not the Mufti—but Santosh 
Bharatiya. Once a pnnctpal member 
of the Raja’s charmed circle, the jour- 
no-turned-politician found himself out 
in the cold—despite his denying any 
involvement in the signature cam¬ 
paign. 

But Mufti Mohammad Sayeed isn’t 
home safe and dry either. Janata Dal 
MPs continue to criticise him openly 
in Central Hall and seem hell-bent in 
seeing him out of the Cabinet. 


rumours doing the rounds of the capit¬ 
al are anything to go by, similar cam¬ 
paigns are to be launched against such 
ministers as S CJurupadaswamy, P. 
Upendra and Murasoli Maran. 

Tending credence to these stories is 
the fact that a memorandum against 
finance minister Madhu Dandavate 
has been submitted to V.P. Singh The 
complaints Dandavate has had little 
success m containing price rise; the 
finance ministry is yet to come out 
with a clear-cut policy on the writing 
oft of farmers’ loans; and that this is 
reflecting badly on the party. Among 
the signatories are such party leaders 
as Kapil Deo Shastri, Gurudayal 
Singh and JanPrakash 

Nobody's demanding Dandavate’s 
resignation as yet. And no, the Raja 
isn’t threatening to resign, either. • 
Rs/fy Shukla/New DeM 
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The state of Delhi 


The draft Bill which proposes to confer statehood on the capital 

comes in for severe criticism 


L ike most grandiose plans of 
the government, this one loo 
turned out to be a damp 
squib After months of deli- 
beiations, arguments and 
counter-arguments, the draft Bill re¬ 
lating to the Delhi statehood issue was 
Imally introduced in Pailiament on the 
last ciav of the budget session But it 
was nothing more than a sop for the 
politicians of the L'nion Territory 

With the Bill being_ 

' presented in the House I 
(• on the last day of the i H 

session, no discussions 
on It were possible The | 
government, theielore, 
aniuiuiRcd that the Bill 
could be debated only 
during the monsoon ses¬ 
sion, whuh IS two 
months awav This delay 
has caused a lot of hearl- 
burn, partieiilarK within 
the Bhaiatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), which, with 
four out ol the seven 
1 ok Sabha seals fiom 
Delhi, viitually rules the 
capital F'oi the BIP, 
which has been pressing 
lor the gr.inting of state¬ 
hood to Delhi, It IS in¬ 
deed a prestige issue 
Not very long ago, 
i Madan Lai Khurana, 

' the BJP chief of the 
I Delhi unit, had gone on 
I a hunger strike to high- , 

I light the demand, and 
I he had called it oft only after party 
president L K Advani assured him 
that he would personally pursue the 
matter 

Not surprising then that the Delhi 
unit of the BJP summoned a working 
committee meeting to discuss the 
“betrayal" by the government Khur¬ 
ana labelled the rulers as "cheats",and 
even accused them of conspiring with 
the Congress!I) 

The city's Janata Dal unit—the par¬ 
ty bagged only one Lok Sabha seat 
from Delhi in the last elections—was, 
howevei, more restrained in its reac¬ 
tion, merely terming the whole epi- 
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•sode as "unfortunate”. 

The Congress!I), which took a se¬ 
vere drubbing in the 1989 polls manag¬ 
ing to win just two seats out ol the 
city's seven, remained unperturbed 
The partv m any case, feels that the 
real bcneficiarv of the move would be 
the BTP and that the elevation of 
Delhi to .1 lull-fledged state will not 
help the people of the capital in any 


council However, even under the new 
system, the Centre will continue to 
exercise control over matters relating 
to law and order In-fact, the Gov- 
I ernor will have “special responsibdi- 
j ties ’ regarding law and order in th« 

1 proposed state. Of course, the Presi- 
I dent can issue orders to the Governor 
I Moreover, the Governor will also 
j exercise control over “provision ol 
1 municipal services recjuired bv tne 
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Delhi’s Jantar Mantar will be city lose its privileged position? 

after party I And there lies the ciunch While I Union, the Delhi Ctban Arts Com- 


Ancl there lies the ciunch While- 
some feel that statehood loi Delhi is 
desirible, a ma)oriiy howevei, insist 
that the capital will lose its piivilcged 
position once it becomes a state 
Today, Delhi’s budget is five times 
that of Bihar—-a state which is much 
larger than the capital 

A ccording to the draft Bill, ham¬ 
mered out after much discussions, 
the “capital state of Delhi”, which will 
be the 2‘ith in the country, will have a 
l.cgi.slative Assembly with a Governor 
at the top This arrangement will 
replace the existing metiopolitan 


mission " and he will have the final say 
in the “preparation and finalisation ol 
the mastei plan of Delhi” The im¬ 
plication IS that the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly will have little or no control over 
these issues 

The Bill clarifies furthei, “ the 
decision of the Governor m his discre¬ 
tion shall be final and the validity of 
anything done by the Ciovernor shall 
no' be called into question on the 
ground that he ought or ought not to 
have acted in the exercise of his 
individual judgement " 

Vesting the Gesvernor with such 












FOCUS 


REACTIONS 



Ktany «4inata Dal 
leaders are not 
happy with the draft 
Bill. Though 
publicly they have 
supported the 
government’s 
move, In private 
some members 
have termed the Bill 
as “unfortunate”. 
There is a sharp 
division within the 
Dal regarding the 
nature of autonomy 
that Delhi will 
en)oy. 



The BJP, the ruling 
National Front’s 
main aHy, feels that 
the government 
has betrayed the 
people of Delhi. The 
party, moreover, 
wants a voters Hst 
to be prepared on 
the basis of the 
1971 census, 
something which 
the Janata Dai, the 
Congress and the 
left are opposed to. 



The Congress(l) is 
yet to take a firm 
decision on the Bill. 
The party, however, 
has not opposed it 
since the Bill 
conforms In spirit to 
the 

recommendations 
made by the 
Sarkarla 

Commission. But 
many party leaders 
feel that complete 
statehood would be 
disastrous for the 
capital. 


sweeping powers obviously curtails 
the authority of the proposed Assem¬ 
bly “You call this statehood,” Khur- 
ana asked scornfully Janata Dal’s 
Viresh Pratap Choudhary was more 
guarded in his criticism of the Bill but 
agreed that something should be done 
about the ‘municipal provisions’ 
“City legislators must have the power 
to at least take decisions on matters 
concerning their own city.” added 
another Janata Dal official 
The Congress, of course, seems 
satisfied with the draft Bill, since it 
conforms in spirit to the recommenda¬ 
tions made by the Sarkaria Commis¬ 
sion The report had said that state¬ 
hood for the capital city of India 
would be undesirable because of the 
complexity of having foreign embas: 
sies, central government offices, 
ministries, minister’s houses, etc On 
record, of course. Congressmen said 
that the final decision on the Bill 
would be taken by the Delhi Pradesh 
Congress Committee (DPCC-I) 

B ut politicians of all hues are 
unanimous on one point, that 
statehood will speed up the decision¬ 
making piocess of the city As the BJP 
MP from Sadar constituency, Vijay 
Kumar Malhotia, put it, “Now an 
industrialist has to deal with ten diffe¬ 
rent agencies—the Delhi Develop¬ 


ment Authority (DDA), the Delhi 
administration, the municipal coi- 


poration and the central govern¬ 
ment—to get his job done. You have 
to go to someone for allotment and 
someone else for a licence. With 
statehood, this will come to an end ” 

Agencies liKe the Delhi Transport 
Corporation, the Delhi Milk Scheme, 


now functioning virtually as auton¬ 
omous bodies, will also come under 
the control of the proposed Assembly. 
While this will increase accountability, 
there are fears that costs might go up 
Right now, residents of Delhi, thanks 
to subsidies from the Centre and other 
states, get the cheapest milk and the 
city too has the cheapest public trans¬ 
port system in the country 

Moreover, Delhi gets many other 
privileges—water from UP and 
Haryana, an electric supply dependent 
on the northern grid, as well as a rate 
of sales tax lower than that of other 
parts of the countiy If Delhi becomes 
a full-fledged stale, the Centre and 
states might just decide to do away 
with the subsidies 

T he most contentious issue—the 
delimitation of tonstitucncies— 
has also been totally ignored in the 
draft Bill In the past, there have been | 
angry exchanges between members of | 
the House over the voters list, should | 
Delhi become a state and elections I 
held. While the BJP would prefer I 
polls on the basis of the 1971 census, 
the Janata Dal, the C'ongress(l) and 
the left parties insist that 
elections should be held 
on the basis of the 1989 
voters list on the 
grounds that the popula¬ 
tion of the capital has 
increased considerably 
in the last 20 years For 
instance, the population 
of East Delhi parliamen¬ 
tary constituency has 
risen from 6 5 lakhs in 
1971 to 14 79 lakhs in 
1989 “The BJP is bet¬ 
raying the people by 
opposing the 1989 voters 
list The party lead¬ 
ership is panicking be- j 
cause they think that a ! 
delay in holding elec- I 
tions might adversely ' 
affect their performance j 
since the euphoria of the j 
Lok Sabha elections is 
dying out,” said the 
Congress(I)’s H.K.L. 
Bhagat. 

Thus, with the BJP, the ruling 
coalition’s main ally, coming down 
heavily on the government, and the 
Opposition Congress(I) merely watch¬ 
ing the fun from the sidelines, state¬ 
hood for the capital seems a long way 
off • 
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Pay up, or else... 

Why Parvati Khan's charity show nearly fell through 


R emember the singer who was 
catapulted into the limelight 
after a Doordarshan official ob¬ 
jected to her unconventional name? 
fHow can someone named Parvati 
have a surname like Khan?) Parvati 
j Khan has come a long way since then. 
She has mended fences with Mandi 
House, ‘forgiven’ the concerned offi¬ 
cial and appeared on Pop Time on a 
couple of occasions. But when it 
seemed that things were working out 
for the interestingly named singer, the 
Raja and his courtiers snatched the 
' acoustic mike from right 
under her nose. 

So, Khan has now 
taken to belting out her 
pop numbers at chanty 
shows in aid of vanous 
noble causes. And the 
11 May programme 
organised by the Bhar¬ 
atiya Yuva Sansthan and 
Onida at New Delhi’s 
Indira Gandhi Stadium 
was only one such affair. 

But what was far more 
interesting was that it 
very nearly didn’t hap¬ 
pen If Parvati, the orga¬ 
nisers and the sponsors 
are to be believed, the 
show was subjected to 
‘■political sabotage”— 
without much success, 
as It turned out. 

While detractors in¬ 
sisted that this was 
another publicity gim¬ 
mick, events leading up 
to the show indicated 
that there was some Parvati Khan; 
truth to Parvati and 
her cinematographer husband, 
Nadeem Khan’s (who doubles as the 
coordinator for her programmes) 
allegations. As Parvati points out: 
“The show was being organised by the 
Sansthan which is raising funds for a 
de-addiction centre in Delhi and has 
been holding such shows for charitable 
causes regularly. The 11 May show too 
was widely publicised and yet the tax 
authorities were demanding a cash 
deposit of Rs 2.6 lakhs towards enter¬ 
tainment tax, when normally all such 
programmes are exempt from enter¬ 


tainment tax.” The Khans allege that 
the “harassment” was motivated by 
the fact that Ashok Richaria, the 
Sansthan’s president is a committed 
member of the Congress party 
Things began going wrong from 9 
May itself. Parvati and Nadeem along 
with their 20-member troupe—includ¬ 
ing comperes Rakesh Bedi, Harish 
Bhimani and singer Nandu Bhende— 
arrived in Delhi, to find that Richaria 
was proving elusive, though he had 
hitherto kept in touch with the Khans 
constantly. On 10 May, when he 



Parvati Khan at a show: taxing tlnw 


didn't show up for the press confer¬ 
ence that had been organised, 
Nadeem panicked. “The troupe mem¬ 
bers had to be paid their dues and 
there was no sign of Richaria. The 
only thing that he kept telling me over 
the phone was that there was some 
problem and he was trying to sort it 
out with the entertainment commis¬ 
sioner,” recounts Khan. 

On 11 May, Richaria finally came 
clean. The tax authorities had “neither 
accepted nor rejected” the organiser’s 
plea for entertainment tax exemption 


for the show and were insisting on a 
cash deposit of Rs 2 6 lakhs. Several 
committee members of the Sansthan 
were unwilling to go ahead with the 
programme as there was no way they 
could raise the required sum. But 
Richaria was loath to give up without 
a fight. Finally, in a last-ditch attempt 
to save the show he approached OniJa 
for the money The company paid up. 

But until the very last minute, 
uncertainty prevailed about the fate of 
the show, though it eventually went 
off without a hitch and was, according 
to the Khans, a “spec¬ 
tacular success”. 

“On what grounds did 
the authorities demand 
such a sum and how did 
they arrive at the fi¬ 
gure"^” demands an in¬ 
censed Parvati Khan. 
“It’s nothing but sheer 
harassment ” The pro¬ 
vocation: the singer's 
preference for the Con¬ 
gress. 

What made matters 
worse for Parvati was 
her well-publicised pub¬ 
lic statement that “they 
(the goveinment) will 
never be able to buy 
peace with Hinduism.” 
Khan, however, remains 
unrepentent. By 
“boycotting me from 
Doordarshan and re¬ 
sorting to such harass¬ 
ment, the government 
that swears by auton¬ 
omy IS only .showing its 
true colours” she main¬ 
tains. And the attempt 
to sabotage her show was only another 
attempt to appease those who had ob¬ 
jected to her surname. 

Parvati insists, however, that she is 
better equipped than the Raja’s reg¬ 
ime to pass the message of secularism 
around. And she has already begun 
the campaign by opening all her shows 
with a number she has composed, 
Bharat ke naam. “This one’s straight 
from the heart,” she says. But it, 
obviously, hasn’t touched the hearts of 
the Mandi House bosses yet • 

ABHm 
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Spoiling for a fight 


The Tatas are in trouble with Orissa chief minister Biju Patnaik 

on the rampage 


B IJU Patnaik seems heJl- 
bent on settling old 
scores I'irst, he pounced 
on his arch-enemy and 
predecessor. Janaki Bal- 
lav Patnaik. his family members and 
top ministers of the recently-deposed 
C'ongress(I) state administration In 
early May, sleuths descended on their 
households, unearthing lakhs of 
rupees in cash, lewellery, cais and 
benami houses 

And now, three months since he 
came to power, after a landslide vic¬ 
tory in the Assembly elections. Biju 
has crossed swords with the top in¬ 
dustrial house in the country the 
Tatas 

The chief ministei is going around 
telling the people of Orissa that big 
houses such as the Talas are exploiting 



BIJU Patnaik is gunning for the Tatas at a time when 
other states are weicoming them 


minister for steel and mines during the 
1977 Janata regime, Patnaik had 
teamed up with the then industry 
minister (ieorge Fernandes —current¬ 
ly Union railways minister with the 
V.P Singh administration Then aim 
to get India’s largest private sector 
company and flagship of the Tata 
house, the Tata Iron and Steel Co 
(TISCO), nationalised The move 
failed, thanks to some intense lob¬ 
bying by the Tatas and sharp differ¬ 
ences within the Janata Party over the 
advisability of such a move 

Moreover, Biju was trumped by a 
colleague, Rudra Pratap Sarangi. who 
was an ardent Tata fan In ordei to 
disarm Biju, Sarangi levelled a host of 
corruption charges against him and 
immediately put Patnaik on the defen¬ 
sive Morarji Desai, the then 



SEORBE Fernandes, Patnaik's ally from the Morarji days, 
could well be helping him out 


the masses, at a time when neighbour¬ 
ing West Bengal is falling all over itself 
to invite them, in an obvious attempt 
to create public opinion against Tata 
operations in Onssa. Whether in the 
state Assembly or at the convocation 
of the Xavier Institute of Management 
m Bhubaneswar, Patnaik has seized 
every opportunity to strike at the 
Tatas, criticising the business 
house about its way of functioning 
“The days of burra-sahibs have gone," 
thundered the old socialist at (he 
Xavier convocation late last month, 
haranguing graduates about declining 
corporate values. “And the days of the 
people's representatives (read, politi¬ 
cians) have come " 

Patnaik’s animosity towards the 
Tatas goes back a long way Earlier, 
during his brief stint as a Union 
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Prime Minister, ordered 
a probe to check out 
Sarangi’s allegations, 
but the enquiry report 
was never made public. 

This time round. Pat- 
naik seems to be better 
plac(?d against the Tatas 
He IS the undisputed 
boss m Orissa, and his 
ally, Fernandes, is a 
heavyweight at the Cen¬ 
tre To back up his 
tirade, Bi|u has virtually 
torpedoed a Rs 15-crore 
Tata prawn culture pro¬ 
ject near the Chilka, In¬ 
dia's largest lake 
The Tatas had de¬ 
cided to implement the 
project through Tata 
Aquatic Farms Orissa 
' L.td (TAFOL), a joint 
V sector company, in 



nsco chief RussI Mody and Tata Oil Mills chairman Ratan Tata 
are at the receiving and of Bi|u'8 ire 

which the 


government of Orissa holds 10 per 
cent equity TISCO—managed by 
Russi Mody—is the major partner 
with 50 per cent of the equity, Ratun 
T'ata-inanaged Tata Oil Mills Co has 
.50 per cent, and the remaining 10 per 
cent IS with Aquatic Farm Ltd. a 
US-based company which conducted 
the project's feasibility studies 
TAFOL was on the verge of getting 
land from the state-run Orissa Mari¬ 
time and Chilkd Area Development 
Corp (OMC'ADC) towards the end of 
last year, when parliamcntarv elec¬ 
tions were announced. Biju, by then a 
top Janata Dal functionary promptly 
announced that the project wouk* be 
axed if the Dal came to power He had 
then accused the J B Patnaik govern¬ 
ment of favouring the Talas and other 
industrial houses at the cost of the 
people 111 the state 

BijiJ won, and stuck to his thieat 
The OMCADtr tiad invited the Tatas 
in, after its own prawn cultuie project, 
planned on a 710 hectare plot, tailed 
to take off Though Biju is yet to 
revoke the state government's agree¬ 
ment with the Tatas, his recorded 
remarks on the project's files—^that 
small farmers and lishermcn, not big 
houses, should be given prefeience 
while allotting land for prawn cul¬ 
ture—has jeopardised TAFOL's fu¬ 
ture The Tatas have already sunk Rs 
.50 lakhs for project surveys, and fees 
to Aquatic f arms 

O rissa observers and corporate 
analysts insist that Biju's stand is 
clearly “anti-Tata" and point out that 
small farmers and fishermen in the 


C'hilka area would not be affected by 
the Tata piojcct They say that as 
much as 20,(KK) hectares have been 
identified around the Chilka's shores 
as suitable for brackish water prawn 
culture Out of that, only 6(M) hectares 
was set aside for TAFOL According 
to government policy, Ihrcc-fourths of 
the area is sufficient for smaller far¬ 
mers, the rest is for handing over to 
private companies prepared to make 
heavy investments 

By this equation, upto 5,(KK) hec¬ 
tares could be leased out to private 
companies, and the Tatas would hard¬ 
ly be eating into the less privileged 
persons’ livelihood In fact, say obser- 



Byu accused the J.B. 
I^tnaik govenunent of 
favouring the Tatas 
and other industrial 
hmises at the cost tiie 
people in the state 



vers, the Tatas—in their 
agreement with the for¬ 
mer state administra¬ 
tion—had also agreed to 
provide training, fish 
seed and feed to small 
farmers 

Political and 
bureaucratic sources in 
Bhubaneswar cite 
numerous reasons for 
Biju’s ire, most of which 
have nothing to do with 
equality or socialism. 
One of the reasons goes 
way back to the All In¬ 
dia Congress Committee 
session in 1964 (Before 
going the Janata way, 
Biju was a staunch Con¬ 
gressman ) Apparently, 
he had approached the 
Tatas. say government 
officials, for a large donation for 
organising the meet. The Tatas 
offered Rs two lakhs, whith outraged 
Bijiu. The sum, he felt, was far too 
middling for a top industrial house. 

It IS difficult to confirm this story— 
predictably, neither Biju or any of the 
Tata managers will comment But it is 
an easy enough one to believe, and for 
a simple reason: Biju is single-minded, 
tough, and when he has chosen an 
enemy, he will do everything is his 
power to humiliate and destroy him. 

The get-TAFOL move was just the 
beginning The Tatas export chrome 
ore from their mines in the state’s 
Sukinda Valley Now, the chief minis¬ 
ter has announced that the ore be used 
only in local industries. (The major 
chrome and allied compiound manu¬ 
facturers in the state is India Charge 
Chrome, run by a local house, the 
Pandas Using the Tata mines for local 
consumption can only benefit them.) 
In fact, Biju has already wntten to the 
Centre, demanding a ban on chrome 
exports from the state. Moreover, the 
Janata Dal has planned an agitation in 
Sukinda to press for setting up 
chrome-based industnes in the area 
As of now. the Tatas are toeing 
Orissa’s chrome diktat. They are also 
keeping quiet about their endangered 
prawn project. Taking on Biju, Fer¬ 
nandes and the combined might of the 
Janata Dal may be just too much for 
an industrial house that is concentrat¬ 
ing on making fnends, as much it is on 
expansion But getting friendly with 
the chief minister could be difficult. 
Especially after being labelled as an 
enemy. • 

Sanda P. Nmida / Bhutanaawar 
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VIDEOCON 

AIR CONDITIONERS 




















Introducing Videocon Air Conditioners, 
f !\flanufactured under D & D supply agreement 
with Matsushita Electric Company, Japan, the 
owners of brand name ‘National’. 

In technology that's stateK)f-the-artor in aitisitc 
punuits, the Japanese are born invoitors, 
innovators. 

Now, Videocon brin^ home Japanese expertise 
through air conditioners that incorporate the 
world’s most advanced technology. 

High Performance 
Ro^nf Compressor 

It’s what separates the Videocon 
Air Conditioner from all other 
air conditioners in India. A 
compressor so compact, with 
cooling efficiency ttet'satpar 
wid) International Standarcte 
Atthe same time the design is 
tough enough to withstand 
Indian trc^ical conditions. 

Super Quiet OperatioD 

The Videocon Mr Conditioner 
incorporates an ultra diin heat 
exchanger and specially designed 
sirocco fan, propeller Ian motor and rotary 
compressor. Wat’s more, the rotary compressor is 
mounted on a vibration-absorbing robber base and 
the entire air conditioner housed in heavy 
insulation. 

All this gives you a whisper quiet operation 

High-Eneiiy Efficiency Design 

Ei^ineered to operate (»i as little 
energy as possible, it can save (HI 
electricity bills. All this 
beii^ possible due to the 
LouwFms, Grooved 
Copper Tubing and the 
Rt^Compr^r. 



4-Way Air Deflection ^em 

At the touch of a switch, 
you can control the air 
direction from side to side. 

While the louvers adjust 
the vertical airflow. 

One Touch Air Filter 

Quick, easy sliding of the 
filter,without removing 
the grill facilitates cleaning. 

You don’t have to rely on 
a technician 

Super Service 

The Videocon factory-trained technicians posted 
in every city can give you service that’s most 
prompt and reliable 

So, add a touch of Japanese art in your home. Make 
room for the Air Conditioner most advanced and 


Yes,I am impressed with the features of the 
Videocon Air Conditioner 

Please send me more information on the product. 


Designation._ 

Organisatipn._ 

Address:_ 

Mail Coupon to Videocon Intomatlonal Ltd. 

Post Box No 11741 
Nariman Point, Bombay 400021. 


1.5 too Air ConditioDen in Ivory White ud Wood 
Grain flntoh. 
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voyage, 
bon 


And bon business, say 
India's airline caterers 


A n hour or so after Air 
India flight Al 424 takes 
off from Bombay, on its 
noontime flight to Singa¬ 
pore. passengers settle 
down and get ready for lunch In the 
front section of the Boeing 747 air¬ 
craft, First f’lass passengers dig into 
caviar, moving on to ham rolls with 
asparagus, maybe some quail consom¬ 
me, perhaps a fillet of pomfret caprice 
toi entries, or fillet of pork cooked in 
red wine Later, rumiavtin/i, and then 
rounding off the meal with some 
choice C'amembert or Gouda Back in 
the Business and Economy Class sec¬ 
tions. the menu is less impressive, but 
no less tasty Chicken tikka makhan- 
wala. lemon pulao, or a roulade of 
lamb cacciatora, and pineapple strudel 
for dessert 

(Her at British Airways Flight BA 
10 from London to Hong Kong with a 
stopovei in Bombay, the menu could 
vary Say chicken canapes instead of 
ham, roast chicken instead of pomfret 
meuniere. or grilled tomatoes instead 
of French beans 

Mealtimes, perhaps, are a sacred 
ritual tor any airline passenger But 
for airlines themselves, providing in¬ 
flight food forms a crucial part of their 


Cia«s dining, 30,000 fe«t up In the sky. Air catering Is an 
exacting business 


reaching-for-the-sky marketing and 
growth strategy Last year, 1 3 million 
tourists and business travellers visited 
India, most of whom travelled by air, 
a figure that is expected to grow at a 
steady ten per cent every year Not to 
mention the hundreds of thousands 
more who fly out ol India, either to 
their home countries, or on a shopping 
trip to the liK, or for studies at an 
American university Plus, the hun¬ 
dreds of travellers who daily stopover 
at Indian airports, on their way from 
Europe oi West Asia to the Far East 
and Australia 


^ You can’t serve 
everything 30,000 feet 
up in the sky,” says 
China Garden’s Nelson 
Wang. “It’s like 
opening a restaurant in 
another planet” 


Besides offering roomier seats, bet¬ 
ter music and video entertainment, 
smiling stewardesses and more to win 
over clientele in an increasingly com¬ 
petitive market, every airline is con¬ 
centrating on that very basic necessity 
food on board 

This IS where the caterers in India 
come in, preparing anything between 
.3.000 to 12,000 meals a day to keep 
the airlines’ main revenue source hap¬ 
py And business could not be better. 
Says Rajendra Diwan, general mana¬ 
ger with Ambassador’s Sky Chef, a 
top air catering firm with a client list 
that includes Air Canada, West Ger¬ 
many's Lufthansa, Australian carrier 
Qantas and Air France' “With inter¬ 
national (air) traffic going up by 15 per 
cent a year, business is booming. And 
with more and more airlines coming to 
India, people who can offer profes¬ 
sional catering services will be in great 
demand ” 

Exactly how much, however, is 
something all catering companies de¬ 
cline to talk about. They have to 
submit closed bids to various airlines, 
and caterers refuse to talk about how 
much each meal costs for fear of being 
undercut by the competition. Besides 
Sky Chef, there are three major cater- 
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Oberoi are not doing 
too badly either. 

Since the catch-phrase 
IS service, it keepis cater¬ 
ers, along with the air¬ 
lines, on their toes With 
only-four major air 
caterers in the business, 
the growth potential is 
tremendous, and conse¬ 
quently, the competition 
is cut-throat. Slackness 
could mean a loss in 
business. 



catwers each serve 5,000 to 12,000 meals a day, servicing 
airlines from around the world 


ers in the country. Taj Air Caterers, a 
division of the Taj Group of Hotels, 
Oberoi Flight Seivices, a unit ot the 
Oberoi hotel chain, and Chef Air. a 
Hotel Corp of India—which is an Air 
India subsidiary—operation Chef Air 
handles 70 per cent of 
Air India's and Indian 
Airlines' Ldtcr!l^g needs 
(There are numerous 
other small caterers, 
mostly local hotels, 
which supply Indian 
Airlines flights to cities 
such as Ahmedabad, 

Lucknow or Kha- 
juraho.) 


I ndustry insiders say 
that the profit margin 
on any contract signed 
with an airline, inclusive 
of raw materials, labour 
charges and all over¬ 
heads, is in the re¬ 
gion of 25 per cent. And 
that the sales turnover 
of any top notch caterer, 
with a minimum of 15 
clients, could be any¬ 
thing from Rs six to 
eight crores a year 
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This is a conservative 
estimate I'aj, for example, has a total 
of 31 clients in Bombay and New 
Delhi, servicing Alitalia, Cathay Paci¬ 
fic, Singapore Airlines and Pan Amer¬ 
ican. among others Sky Chef and 



Air Caterers headquarters In Bombay. Stoeklng smoked 


salmon Is as vital as hydraulic trucks 


|HL ^ “It's not always the 
lowest price quoted that 
IS the decisive factor,” 
says Sky Chefs Diwan 
“Very often, it’s the 
liv'-^^K^^eputation of the cater- 

ability, to 

gwOr deliver the goods 

n^atters. The 
airlines' people are 
not fools. 'They know 
jpSSNnniBlir if a caterer is quoting a 
lower price than the oth¬ 
ers, he's going to comp¬ 
romise on quality " 

But that hardly pre- 

__ vents undercutting, as 

much as the industry 
may choose to play it 
down. Says Vinay N j 
Ketkar, Taj Air's general manager | 
“It's inevitable When one is out to j 
acquire business, there will be lower 
quotations And with most of the 
airlines becoming cost-conscious, a 
lower price appears to be more 

-lucrative for them " 

Price, however, is the 
easy part of the catering 
game Quality is not. 
From cooking airline 
meals in their hotels,the 
four big-timers have all 
set up specialised flight 
kitchens near both Bom¬ 
bay and New Delhi air¬ 
ports. fitted with state- 
of-the-art machines and 
automated kitchen faci¬ 
lities, and managed by a 
fully-trained staff, in 
addition, a caterer has 
to invest in trucks which 
can hydraulically lift the 
food containers to the 
level of the aircraft 
doors. And a bond de¬ 
partment, where duty¬ 
free, customs-cleared 
stocks of cheese, wines, 
pate or smoked sal¬ 
mon, which are not 




available in India, are stocked. 

All catering services have a micro¬ 
biology department where random 
checks of ingredients as well as cooked 
food are made to ensure they are 
germ-free. Sometimes, checks are also 
conducted at laboratories abroad, 
Hong Kong for example, to test bac¬ 
teria content of a meal Everything 
has to match international standards 
There is no other way to do it. Says 
Ketkar. “The airlines' responsibility 
stops as soon as they hand over the 
(contract) papers to us. and ours 
begins " 

"To most people," 
says Dilip Nijhawan, 
general manager of 
Oberoi Flight Services, 

“air catering is just 
j assembly-line produc- 
I tion But It’s much more 
I complex than serving 
meals in restaurants be- 
I cause the meal is being 
I prepared for someone 
who IS likely to eat it 
! after 10-12 hours.” He 
i adds "Every meal is 
like a special work of 
■ art each casserole has 
I to weigh a specific 
j amount and has to be 
j presented aesthetically 
I m that many square in- 
j ches " Space is always at 
a premium on planes. 

Airlines choose the 
menu “We can only 
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suggest certain dishes,” says 
Dalhit Singh Bisht, a chef with Obei- 
oi. “Nevertheless,” adds Nijhawan. 
“it’s the caterer who ends up getting 
flak for a badly chosen menu ” Or 
going a gram or two off the track For 
example, a non-vegetarian meal, Indi¬ 
an style, must have 1(K) grams of rice, 
120 grams of meat, 30 grams of gravy 
and 75 grams of vegetaoles A weight 
requirement that has to be figured out 
way in advance, ofien before the food 
IS cooked. Says Bisht. “There is gener¬ 
ally a shrinkage of 30-40 per cent when 
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Obarol's flight kitchen. MmIs are randomly teated 


for taata, hygiene and bacteria content 


cooking meats So we have to set aside 
about 160 grams of raw meat for each 
casserole, so that after preparation it 
weighs 120 grams.” 

Ask an earth-bound culinary expert 
how It IS to serve in-flight meals, and 
the difficult nature of air catering 
shows up in sharp rebel In April. 
Oberoi—for its client Air India— 
tied up with Bombay-based res¬ 
taurateur Nelson Wang, who runs the 
ritzy China Garden, to serve meals foi 
the airline’s First and Business Class 
flyers. The experience proved to 
be highly educative 
for Wang Says he “The 
success of a Chinese 
menu served on board 
an aircraft depends en¬ 
tirely on the handling 
skills ol the airhostesses 
and supervisors. The 
soups have to be piping 
hot, the courses have to 
be heated to the right 
temperature, the dres¬ 
sing has to be perfect, or 
else you can kill the 
tood ” Wang also real¬ 
ised that the menu has 
to be selected with great 
care as “you can’t serve 
anything and everything 
"'3(),()<X) feet up in the 
sky." Fie adds: “It’s like 
opening a restaurant in 
another planet ” • 

Adttm Ch e f f e r/ — / 
Bombay 
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

Caught i n a cr oss-fire 

And as far as financial institutions are concerned, they will 
always be jammed between politics and business 

I n the early Seventies, when the FI chairman; “We are just the front Ambani-controllcd finance company, 
all-powerful Sanjay Gandhi was office boys, even the chairman who This gave Dhirubhai the edge, and nt 
tinkering with his misbegotten takes the rap when the going gets took over control ot the cash-rich en- 
“people’s car" idea, he sent his tough. It is the government which de- gineeiing, cement and electron,cs 
project proposal to the financial cides everything.” manufacturing company 

institutions (FIs) He hoped that they This is true The most recent exam- All it needed was some influence 

would fund his dream. pie; The government decided that peddling m New Delhi, the blessings 

The FI chiefs were positively against Dhirubhai Ambani should gain con- of the Rajiv Gandhi administration, ' 
the idea, though one of their trol of Larsen & Toubro (L&Tl in and a direct order from North Block { 


representatives did go to r 
see Sanjay, more out of j 
politeness than a hank- ; 
enng to dole out money ; 
for the proj'ect Along- ' 
side,the FIs lobbied 1 
P N Haksar, the head ; 
of Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi’s kitchen 
Cabinet to scuttle the I 
proposal. Haksar, in 
turn, advised Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi not to get involved , 
with the people’s car, i 
which was doomed to | 
fail—at least in its San- I 
jay incarnation Mrs l 
Gandhi agreed, and , 
orders were sent Out to I 
the FIs to 1 eject her 
son’s proposal, and San- , 
jay had to look else¬ 
where for money. . 

That was probably the 
last time that FIs re¬ 
sisted political influ- 




kn 


sisted political influ- a V ^ * ^**0*g^^ 

Today, ambitious and . 

career-crazy FI chiefs 

only too readily make The past and present Prime Ministers have both shamelessly trampled down 
weekly—and some- financial Institutions, claiming all the while that FIs were “free”. 


weekly—and some- financial Ini 
times, thrice weekly— ———— 
trips to New Delhi to take their orders 
from the finance ministry. Says a top 
Bombay-based FI official, who de¬ 
clines to be identified (everyone in¬ 
terviewed for this article preferred 
anonymity): "Gone are the days when 
(J.N.) Saxena and (R.K.) Talwar of 
the IDBI (Industrial Development 
Bank of India), never visited Delhi 
and took their own decisions. Today, 
things are different, " Adds a former 


1988. And so it was Despite their 
weak defence in court, the tiuth is that 
the Unit Trust of India (LITI), the 
General Insurance Group of com¬ 
panies, the IDBI, the Industrial Credit 
& Investment Corp of India, among 
others, unloaded their L&T holdmgs 
to BoB Fiscal, the merchant banking 
arm of state-run Bank of Bartxla. 
BoB, in turn, sold the 39 lakh equity 
shares to Tnshna Investments, an 


to make the deal possible 

The deal unwountl through the 
same route When the New Delhi 
administration changed with V P 
Singh taking over as Prime Minister, 
the tables were turned on Ambani. 
Tiishna sold l.&T shaies back to BoB 
Fiscal, and the bank passed then) on to 
the FIs. Courtesy the Raja and his 
finance secretary, Bimal Jalan, By 
April, the government used pressure 
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Major companies in which financial institutions are 
the single largest shareholders 


And through them, the government. Their influence m 
overwhelming—and frightening 


Nairn of tho 
company 

Equity Inatitutiona Promotara 

(Ra In l%] [%] 

croraa] 

TI8CO 

156,34 

44.2 

8 

TELCO 

103.67 

46.8 

17 

LARSEN & TOUBRO 

68.04 

40.0 

2 

ITC LTD 

66.34 

35.6 

1 

ESCORTS. 

33.90 

52.9 

18 

OSWAL AQRO 

28.52 

26.1 

23 

GREAT EASTERN 

55.66 

22.8 

15 

MAHINDRA & MAHINDRA 

19.26 

45 8 

6 

SPIC 

34 00 

41.1 

13 

A.C.C. 

55.96 

44.5 

12 

BOMBAY DYEING 

11,24 

25.8 

24 

INDIAN HOTELS 

9.86 

40.0 

4 

GUJARAT ALKALIES 

17.90 

48.5 

1 

BAROOA RAYON 

17.97 

31.8 

15 

VOLTAS 

13.23 

34 8 

23 

MRF TYRES 

3.86 

22.0 

15 

DCM (UNDIVIDED) 

23 02 

42.2 

26 

BIRLA JUTE 

20.37 

34.5 

33 

south INDIA VISCOSE 

11 03 

35.1 

15 

RALLIS INDIA 

9.52 

32.3 

23 

MODI RUBBER 

10 38 

42.4 

28 

UNION CARBIDE 

32 58 

25.2 

3 

ORIENT PAPER 

11.46 

35 7 

35 

VAM ORGANIC 

5 16 

22.9 

21 

UNIVERSAL CABLES 

5.34 

32 9 

26 

MAHARASHTRA SCOOTERS 

2 86 

31.3 

25 

TATA POWER 

20.48 

22.4 

0 

STANDARD MILLS 

11 06 

39.4 

38 

VINDHYA TELUNK 

3 90 

28.4 

24 

AHMEDABAD ELECTRIC 

18.39 

56,9 

1 

BOMBAY SUBURBAN 

5.85 

661 

5 

MANGALORE CHEMICALS 

18,96 

44.1 

21 

KESORAM INDUSTRIES 

8.85 

43,8 

25 

KEC INTERNATIONAL 

7.04 

53.5 

32 

GODAVARI FERTIUSERS 

32.00 

50.8 

0 

HINDUSTAN BROWN BOVERI 

5.08 

57,6 

0 

VIKRANT TYRES 

10.40 

65.5 

8 

VXL INDIA 

7.56 

37.3 

25 

MYSORE CEMENT 

19.23 

42 4 

7 

BEST & CROMPTON 

7.09 

57.3 

2 

ANDHRA VALLEY POWER 

10.51 

32.7 

5 

ANDHRA PAPER 

5.63 

56.7 

30 

UPCOM CABLES 

5.92 

27.1 

24 

LAKSHMI MACHINES 

6.09 

43.9 

20 

AUTO CORP. OF GOA 

3.76 

43.3 

10 

KIRLOSKAR PNEUMA 

3.85 

57.8 

24 

SHREE SYNTHETICS 

5.62 

33.5 

22 

TATA HYDRO 

B.O 

27.2 

6 

HYDERABAD ALLWYN 

17.44 

80.4 

2 

TOMCO 

6.11 

39.5 

25 

KIRLOSKAR OIL 

5.75 

33.0 

19 

KARNATAKA TELE. 

4.00 

30.0 

26 

SUDARSHAN CHEMICALS 

2.70 

22.1 

22 

ARVIND MILLS 

6.94 

29.8 

23 

IPI-TATA 

12.00 

26.0 

25 

Sources Economic Times 
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to get the Life Insurance Corp. (LIC). ^ 
which has equity clout in the com¬ 
pany, to call an L&T Extraordinary 
General Meeting to push for Dhir- 
ubhai’s exit And so it was. again. 
Dhirubhai resigned as L&T chairman, 
his son Mukesh as vice-chairman, and 
the company’s helm passed on to a 
FI—correction, government — 
nominee, ex-State Bank of India 
(SBI) chief D N Ghosh He is now the 
L&T chairman 

This was after the government sack¬ 
ed two key players, BoB chairman 
Premjit Singh, and HTI chairman 
M J Pherwani Okay, one may reason 
these gentlemen went along with the 
Rajiv regime’s prodding to get into a 
shady deal, and now punishment is m 
order As for Dhirubhai’s takeover, it 
was only fair to return L&T shares to 
the onginal holders in the interests of 
the public, even if it meant manipulat- 
j ing FIs in exactly the same wa\ the 
I previous administration did. 

But what this move underscores is 
the tact that financial institutions do 
not have a will ol their own, an inde¬ 
pendence to I'perate as they wish, de¬ 
spite V' P Singh’s boast that they 
would be made autonomous That, 
say govemnient and eorpoiate obser¬ 
vers. IS eviremelv unlikely Any gov¬ 
ernment would be loathe to give up its 
stranglehold on the FIs-- it controls 
public money, private money, savings, 
investments, and |ust about every 
variety of fiscal instuiments through 
them 

A small example A World Bank 
study conducted a couple of years ago 
leveals that FIs. at both national and 
state levels, provide ciucial support to 
the capital markets—and companies— 
through underwriting and direct sub¬ 
scription assistance to public share and 
debenture issues Total FI investment 
in this area, all with public money, was 
Rs 24.1 crores in 1W2-K3 Within four 
years, this had jumped to Rs 1,020 
crores Today, it is more than double 
the l‘f87 figure, and growing at almost 
50 pel cent every year, UTl and LIC 
are the major players These two cor¬ 
porations alone have more than Rs 
lO.fMJO crores of investiblc funds This 
kind of financial clout is too handy to 
give up, say analysts, as far as the 
government is concerned 

A leading FI chief is of the opinion 
that the government will have to 
be clear on how they are going to 
play the FIs and the capital markets. 
With the growth of mutual funds— 
most FIs and top state-owned banks 
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have mutual fund opera¬ 
tions—the need is espe¬ 
cially felt Says the chief 
executive' “We are in 
the business of buying 
and selling shares all the 
time in order to earn di¬ 
vidends for our policy 
and unit holders How 
does one distinguish a 
market operation’s im¬ 
pact on a management, 
and whether it will auto- 
matically lead to a 
change of manage¬ 
ment'’’’ 

The reference is ob¬ 
vious. the L&T case 
The argument sounds 
naive, because as sea- ■ 

seasoned marketmen, FI offi¬ 
cials know every nuance of stock mar¬ 
ket operations and would probably 
know exactly how purchasing a block 
of a particular company’s shares is 
going to affect the market FI officials 
are the ultimate insider tiaders But 
the point here is not how they affect or 
pie-judge the market, but how by fol¬ 
lowing a government diktiit they can 
land in deep trouble 

The FI c h a It m a n continues 
"Miiluiil funds, lor instance, have to 
earn a yield of two to three per cent on 
equity, and would have to resort lo 
buying and selling (shares) at 
appropriate moments They can easily 
be accused of abetting a change in 
management One does not know it 
some clever operator is ci'inering 
shares (actually, one does know, and 
operators are cornering shares all the 
time, often by following FI buy-sell 
orders). The problem lies in the guide¬ 
lines.” It IS all right, says the FI chief, 
for finance minister Dandavate to 
talk about bringing in 
ttansparency in salt and 
purchase transactions, 
but It has yet to be trans¬ 
lated into film guide¬ 
lines (The Securities 
and Exchange Board of 
India has been working 
on It for the past two 
years, but it is not yet 
legal ) 

Takeovers, says the 
FI official, “are not bad 
in themselves” Certain¬ 
ly not, almost the entire 
Western hemisphere 
survives on takeovers. 

But in India, the prob¬ 
lem arises because most 
companies are domin- 



Madhu Dandavate 


India’s recent finance ministers. Only the administration has changed, not attitudes. 
All three have espoused autonomy for FIs, but they have not done much about It. 


ated by family enterprises, which sur¬ 
vive on political clout as much as they 
do on busine.ss acumen And as all FIs 
are government-run, il is inevitable 
i that they will be affected by the busi¬ 
ness-politics nexus, and as inevitably, 
be caught in a cross-fire 

Or stay awav from ii, perhaps be¬ 
cause they aie plain scared ot getting 
involved 7’akc Ghosh, the ex-,SBl 
man who now luns L&T more or less 
for the goveriiiTicnt Ghosh is also 
chairman of Peico, the multinational 
electronics giant Philip,'-’ beleaguered 
Indian arm C ompany employees have 
lepeatedly written to Ghosh com¬ 
plaining about the management and 
the company's alleged tmaiicial irregu¬ 
larities But Ghosh has not even ack¬ 
nowledged the Ictteis Icmployees 
have also written to the I It', which 
has a substantial stake in the com¬ 
pany’s equity, but laced a munis-the- 
word attitude t'lcarlv, Ghosh and 
LIC' will not move a finger unless in¬ 
structed by New Delhi to do so And 


New Delhi is waiting tor the manage¬ 
ment and the employees to sort out 
the problems on their own. 

FI officials may be perturbed by the 
government's meddling And sure 
enough, so arc India’s business houses 
and entrepreneurs, whose very e.xist- 
ence may depend on the degree of that 
meddling So far, only Aditya Birla, 
who could soon emerge as the coun¬ 
try’s lop industrialist, has publicly 
questioned the role the FIs—there- 
tore, the government—play in corpo¬ 
rate life Some ot his questions. 

• Why do FIs only grab sliaies of 
good lompames’’ 

• Wh\ do they not ever liquidate their 
tioldings’’ 

• Why should they hold more than 25 
pci cent of a company's equity’’ In this 
way, says Birla, FIs were ilestroying 
the “privateness” of the private sector 
and the cntiepreneurial spirit by being 
shareholders in a company 

Counters a top FI official' “Much of 
our (investment) portfolios were lega- 



S.S. Nadkami, IDBi 
chairman 


Powerful individuals all, with enormous financial clout. But totally powerless when it 
coirtes to handling New Delhi’s whims. 


aUNOAV IS—1« Xnw 11190 


53 




JEWESS 


Fb have helped Indian 
industry to grow. But, 
today, the amount of 
control they exercise over 
private enterprise could 
be detriment^ to free 
business 


cies of their (the pnvate companies) 
purchases When insurance was in the 
hands of the Birlas and other private 
industrialists, they purchased many of 
these shares. So why are they com¬ 
plaining now'>” He adds “What about 
the risks FIs take with unknown en 
trepicneurs"' It is we who are sustain¬ 
ing the entrepreneurial spirit. Othei- 
wisc. we would be supporting only the 
Birlas, Singhanias, Modis and their 
tribe ” 

He has a point FIs have definitely 
helped Indian industry grow But they 
have reached a stage where the 
amount of control they have over pn¬ 
vate enterprise could actually be de¬ 
trimental to free business The 
amount of control the government ex¬ 
ercises over FIs certainly is. For refei- 
ence. It is easy enough to look up the 
history of Indian Public Sector—chap¬ 
ter, verse and reality 

The Federation of Indian Chambers 
of Commerce and Indu.stry (FICCI) 
has also expressed its apprehension 
about FIs For one, uncertainties in 
the management of private com¬ 
panies (Private managers can rest 



easy, say wags, because public sector 
managers are ;n the same fix They 
never know how long they will last ) 
IT holdings, said the FICCI, also dis- 
toit the capital stiuefure of a com¬ 
pany The organisiition also suggests 
that as institutional lending rates are 
now 14 per cent, it makes more sense 
lor FIs to turn to lending, rather than i 
invest heavily m shares, which bnngs j 
m an average return ol 12 per cent on 
dividends Besides, says FICCI, FI 
nominees on any private company’s 
bo<ird should not exceed two, as it 
would destioy corpoiate secrecy 


(T his last point appears to be a little 
simplistic, as having even one institu¬ 
tional nominee could effectively des¬ 
troy any amount of secrecy.) 

tiic owner of a leading Bombay- 
based lease finance company goes 
even further Fie categorically says 
that FIs often ask for preferential 
ticatment when it comes to allotting 
shares, and even resort to arm- 
twisting to gel their way. This, cou¬ 
pled with the fact that they usually 
have nominees on most company 
boards, would elsewhere in the world 
be considered unethical, and they 
could be accused of insider trading In 
fact, says the leasing company boss, 
FK should induct pnvate industry pro¬ 
fessionals and businessmen on then 
boards lor a change 

Imlikelv As unlikely as FIs ever 
lealK bieaking free ol Ni'w Delhi’s 
! reins Again, as unlikelv as private 
i industry breaking free of FI control, 
or the goNcrnmcnt’s The situation 
will not altei as long as India’s peculiar 
system of contiols remains There is 
sim|ilv no getting awav from it • 

Olga fellia/Bombay 


INTERVIEW 

would have 
resigned” 



h i.s iatJ that V P Singh appointed 
H K Hegde as deputx chairman of the 
Planning C omrnis'iion (PC) as a sop 
for not making him a Cahinet minuster 
It IS also said dial keeping Hegde quiet, 
virtualls hunishmg him from active 
pohiKS, winild help in the Centre’s 
governant e Hrvdi', however, has been 
far from quiet .md i\picall\, verv close 
to control I'rsy Un Eighth Plan 
approach paper has angered the econo¬ 
mic ministry bosses and bureaucrats 
Moreoser, the Plari n viewed as being 
too political, niih sccini aiieniion 


Planning Commission 
chief Ramakrishna Hegde 
on Meham, the economy, 
the bureaucracy and more 


paid to the slate of the economy. Hegde 
has totally bypassed PC advisers in 
preparing the Plan 's approach paper, 
depending instead on stolidly Gan- 
dhian members, mostly intellectuals, 
who moonlight as economists. This in¬ 
carnation of Hegde is evasive, contra¬ 
dictory, defensive and vague, a far cry 
from the confident chief minister who 
stuck to his guns even when he lost his 
stature in Karnataka Last week, 
Hegdc'met Sundh y’s Rilu Sarin m New 
Delhi Excerpts from the interview: 


Sunday: What is your view on the 
government’s economic policy? 

R.K. Hegde: The economic policy of 
the new government has not been 
announcetl as yet The finance minis¬ 
ter (Madhu Dandavate) recently 
stated m Parliament that the policy 
would be announced very shortly. But 
generally, the state of the economy 
cannot be said to be satisfactory On 
one side we have a staggering debt 
liability, both external as well as inter¬ 
nal. which amounts to nearly Rs 
2,00,000 croies. And, though in terms 
of exports, the .situation has not been 
bad, in terms of net results we find 
ourselves in a very unhappy position 
There is a (balance of payments) gap 
of maybe Rs 7,000 crores 

Q: What is the PC’s strategy to get out 
of the debt trap? 





A: We have to introduce correctives so 
that distortions which have developed 
over the last three-and-a-half decades 
disappear. These distortions include 
the urban and rural dichotomy, the 
income disparity, increasing rate of 
illiteracy and our inability to provide 
minimum needs to the people. No¬ 
body can deny that there has been 
progress in many sectors, but in terms 
of distribution of the fruits of develop¬ 
ment, we have not been successful It 
has not been done fairly The bottom 
30 per cent of the people are in the 
same positions they were .30 years ago 
They still sutler from poverty, 

unemployment, ill- _ 

health and illiteracy, |||||||M||H|| 
with the that their 

earning capacity has not 
increased. These distor- 
tions must be corrected 

^Q: the PC’s 

employment 
generating growth does 
not seem to gel with the 
thrust the 1990-91 Un- 
ion 

A: so The 

government has agreed 
apart a minimum 
per the in- 

vestible for 

development in rural 
areas And when say 
ruial development this 
does not mean only agn- 
cultural development, 
hut development ru- 
—agro- 

based industry and also 
the welfare •'{ the rural 
people who have not got 
their due share atten- 
So, the govern- 
ment’s policy and the 
Commission’s policy arc in tune 
with each other There is no contradic¬ 
tion 

Q; Do you agree with commerce minis¬ 
ter Arun Nehru’s impoH-export policy 
and the thrusts given to industrial de¬ 
velopment by industry minister Ajit 
Singh? 

A: The industnal policy has not been 
finalised, though, we have sent oui 
paper to them (the industry ministry) 
Similarly, the import and export poli¬ 
cy IS by and large in tune with oui 
strategy In the (Eighth Plan) 
approach paper the PC has said that so 
far as goods that arc produced for 
export are concerned, we believe that 
the latest technology should be 
adopted and it is not necessary to in¬ 


sist that these industries should be I 
labour-intensive. We have also said 1 
that selective foreign (equity) invest¬ 
ments should be welcomed. The poli¬ 
cy of buying technology and paying 
royalty has not worked in our favour 
Technology changes so rapidly that 
continuous iipgradation is necessary 
And in such cases, suppose they (fore¬ 
ign companies) have no stake, they do 
not transfei the latest technology 

Q: Any examples? 

A: In the field of electronics or m the 
steel sector, v.'here the technology 
used IS 30 years old .So we think it is to 


the labour force is growing at the rate 
of 2 5 per cent every year. So, we have 
to provide opportunities for employ¬ 
ment at the rate of three per cent 
It has been our experience that un¬ 
employment and industrial growth 
cannot be tackled separately Indust¬ 
rial development has registered a fas¬ 
ter rate of growth during the last five 
years but this has not reflected on 
employment growth This only shows 
that our strategy was not correct. Be¬ 
sides, economic growth is not an end 
in itself. It IS only a means The end is 
the welfaie and the quality of life of 
the people 



our advantage if foreign in'cii.Ticrifs Q- This is very similar to the model of 
in selective areas arc welcomed development you adopted as chief 

minister of Karnataka. Have you been 
Q: There has been strong criticism of successful in transplanting that model 
the dcientralised, rural orientation at the Centre, at a macro level? 
being pushed by the Ft . Even small A: In many respects there arc similai- 
developing countries cannot afford Hies In Karnataka the greatest prior- 
such a rural orientation... ity was given to decentralisation and 

A: A sm.all country can survive only on minimum needs and development 
its cxpoit earnings, biH ours is a very Foi the first time in the country we 
large country and we are not making started dry-land farming. Now we are 
use of human resources The greatest going to adopt this all over the 
pioblem we aie facing is of unemplov country 
ment While the overall economic- 

growth over the last five years has O: Many economists—even planners— 
been satis, aetory, because of wrong feel that the economy j>f Karnataka is 
policies, the (rate) of employment in complete shambles today, and that 
growth has actually declined fiom 2 8 your decentralisation programme is 
to 1.5 per cent Despite the fact that the cause... 
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A: There will be opposition from peo¬ 
ple in authority every time you try to 
deccntrahse authonty Very few peo¬ 
ple are prepared to share power with 
others. But it is not correct to say that 
the economy of Karnataka suffered 
because of this. TTiree consecutive 
years of drought and poor power gen¬ 
eration were the reasons for this 
(downturn in the state’s economy) 

Q: Are you facing any opposition from 
within ^e government? 

A: There is some opposition from the 
bureaucracy and that is quite under¬ 
standable. When we say that centrally- 
sponsored schemes should be brought 
down to the minimum, there is bound 
to be opposition from the central gov¬ 
ernment secretariats—at the higher 
I levels. Our idea is to transfer these 
I schemes to the .stategovernmentsalong 
; with the funds so that the state govern- 
j mcnts can execute these schemes 
i according to the needs and wishes of 
the Uk.iI people They should select 
what kind of development they want 
It should not depend upon the brain¬ 
waves of someone here (in New 
Delhi) 

Q: \ ou mentioned the bureaucracy. 
One PC member. J.D. Sethi, publicly 
commented about bureaucrats of the 
Prime Minister’s Omce (PMO) in¬ 


terfering in the PC’s work. 

A; 1 do not know what exactly he 
meant But it is true that the 
bureaucracy (not in the PC) but in the 
Government of India was reluctant to 
transfer these schemes, and J.D Sethi 
was unhappy about it. But this is one 
of our basic ideas. The PC should not 
sit here and prepare things for the 
states or for a district or for a village 
What is needed in Bastar may not be 
relevant in Meeiut district. 

Q: Sethi spoke about (joint secretary in 
the PMO) Montek Singh Ahluwalia 
disagreeing with the PC’s figures on 
the gross domestic product. Do such 
things happen frequently? 

A: There was some diflercncc of opin- 

UT.. 

It IS more 

appropriate to reiy on 
the (PC) members. 

The advisers no doubt 
felt left out, but it is 
not as if we 
deliberately wanted to 
exclude them” 



ion between the PC and some of the 
economists attached to the Prime 
Minister’s secretariat This was mainly 
in regard to whether in the approach 
paper we should indicate targets and 
numbers Our stand was that the 
approach paper must contain only the 
broad outlines, the major thrusts, de¬ 
velopment strategies, etc We said we 
will come out with the numbers when 
we prepare the draft plan on the basis 
of these parameters The PM also felt 
if at least broad targets were not indi¬ 
cated, people will feel there is no 
direction in the approach paper Then 
we indicated that overall growth rate 
(of the economy) should be 5 .“S (per 
cent), the domestic savings should he 
32 per cent and employment growth 
should he three per cent 

So, 1 would say some bureaucrats 
held certain views I would not call it 
interference They had suggested we 
include targets on food production, 
etc and we said it is not necessary We 
said all these figures would come ou' 
once the draft plan is prepared 

Q; This is quite g shift from the proce¬ 
dure followed earlier, isn’t it? 

A: A total shift This approach paper 
IS vastly different in its quality and its 
philosophical content 

0: Why was the approach paper tre¬ 
ated by you as such a secret document? 
How was it shown to some members of 
the Union Cabinet even before PC 
advisers could have a look at it? 

A: All these years the approach paper 
was a collective work of the advisers, 
and then the PC would sit and approve 
It. This time the members in charge of 
various subjects wrote it out them¬ 
selves and that is why the advisers did 
not come into the picture at all 

Q: That is precisely the point. The PC 
has nearly 30 advisers who are special¬ 
ists in their own fields. Should their job 
have been done by the group of mem¬ 
bers who recently joined the PC, and 
perhaps do not know much about plan¬ 
ning—or economics—at all? 

A: The PC is committed to the govern¬ 
ment policy in terms of its announce¬ 
ments through the election manifesto. 
Take, for instance, the emphasis on 
rural development or decentralisation. 
The advisers will not be able to shed 
their previous prejudices and there¬ 
fore, It is more appropriate to rely on 
the members—all of whom are ex¬ 
perts. The advisers no doubt felt left 
out, but It IS not as if we deliberately 
wanted to exclude them. We will con- 


56 


SUNDAY IO-l«Juiw i«ao 





BUSINESS 


T suit them once the approach paper is 
cleared by the National Development 
Council (NDC)—which it will 

O: Do you expect fireworks at the NDC 
meeting? 

A: Why should there be any fiieworks 
with regard to devclo|)ment'' 1 believe 
in cooperative tederahsni In the first 
place, the states must have their own 
powers and then own resources, and 
then, sulficienl latitudes to execute 
their own schemes I icspcct the 
states' autonomy iit this sense and the 
PM also h.is this view So, 1 don't 
expect .my el.ish, though there will be 
discussions on things like the light to 
work and employment-generating 
schemes, developmeni ol .iritl hind 
and deselopmeiit ol human resoiiiees 
1 hese .lie the issues we aie going to 
t.ike up 

I Q: I believe you have not met all the 

I chief ministers? 

'I A: I sl.irled meeting Itiein individual- 
iv, but because ol the piessurc ol 
work, I could not complete the pio- 
eess I am gome to do it now 

(J: State governments are rarely eon- 
sulied on important economic issues... 

A: I he situation has changed eoii- 
siderabK Oui idea is Ic' associate the 
' hiet mimsteis diieeth with tiie P( 

<J: Then why isn't it happening? 

A: Because the (Assembly) elections 
e.mie in the w.iv Thi PM felt that the 
whole political complexioti would 
change and he thought we should take 
a decision alterwards We had discus¬ 
sions with the chief mmistei and theie 
IS not a single ehiel minister who was 
dissatisfied iheie will be three duel 
ministers belonging to ditleient par¬ 
ties att.ichcd tci the PC 

Q: Is it true that the PC has asked lor 
the Economic Advisory Council to be 
disbanded? 

A: No. we have made no sucti recom¬ 
mendation We have told the PM. 
however, that the iclationship be¬ 
tween the PC and the Council needs to 
be looked into 

Q: Recent developments have shown 
that there is an increasing politicisation 
of the PC. Deputy Prime Minister and 
agriculture minister Devi Lai and Gu¬ 
jarat chief minister Chimanbhai Patel 
have complained about it. Also, why 
should L.C. .lain (a PC member) have 
resigned over the Meham Incident? 
(Jain has since withdrawn his resigna¬ 
tion, after Haryana chief minister Om 


Prakash Chautala stepped down.) 

A: I had advised him to wait till the 
Political Affairs Committee met But 
he said no I did not even accept it or 
forward it to the PM 1 thought 1 
should wait In fact, I too would have 
resigned if Mi Chautala had not been 
asked to step down I could not have 
continued We are wedded to certain 
values 

Q: Ideally, shouldn’t the deputy chair¬ 
man of the PC and members be re¬ 
moved from politics? 

A: Being a member of the PC does not 
mean you should have a dead or a 
wooden conscience. Why did 1 resign 
after the 1984 defeat of our party"^^ 

too would !~ 

I have resigned if | 

I Chautala had 
I not been asked | 
to step i 

! down...We are 1 
1 wedded to 
I certain values... 

I Being a member i 
I of the PC does | 
j not mean you 
j should have a 
I dead or a 
: wooden 
conscience” 

LXJaln 

Q; Devi Lai certainly believes that no 
member of the PC has anv business 
indulging in politics. 

A: I think the reaction over such i.ssues 
depends upon individual to individual. 

Q: \ ou were once a serious contender 
for the po.st of Janata Dal president. 
Does this mean that in the govern¬ 
ment's scheme of things, deputy chair¬ 
man of the PC is not an important 
post? 

A: 1 did not agree to become the 
president of the party If I had, I 
would have had to resign (from the 
PC) ard 1 did not want to do it and 
leave t job half done. Otherwise, I 
would have accepted, and (S.R ) 
Bommai himself said, ‘Look here, if 
you contest, I will not be there’. Most 


of my colleagues said that I should 
take up this responsibility (to run the 
party), but 1 said as long as I am in the 
PC, 1 will not take the responsibility, 
even if it is lor tour months (Bommai 
was elected as the Dal’s interim presi¬ 
dent in May tor a period of four 
months ) 

(J: Ever since Indira Gandhi became 
Prime Minister, the PC as a body has 
been slowly declining in stature, and 
deputy chairmen have been frequently 
changed at a PM’s whim. Do you 
agree? 

A: Not slowly or slightly. You are 
putting It too mildly The PC was 
during Mrs Gandhi’s time, and even 



later, an adjunct to the PM’s secretar¬ 
iat And old habits die slowly Now, if 
I had taken up the party post, the 
public would think there is a casual 
attitude towards the PC as an institu¬ 
tion 

Q: Is T.N. Seshan (earlier Kqjiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s Cabinet secretary, now the PC 
secretary) taking an active interest in 
the working of the .Commission? 

A: Yes, he is a very active member 
and has vast expenence 1 am very 
happy with the members of the PC 
and 1 think they are happy with me. 
When the question of my becoming 
president of the party arose, they said, 
‘If you resign from the deputy chair¬ 
manship, then all of us are going to 
resign’ • 
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■ Revving up 

S u/uki has It good The 
Japanese car giant’s 
tic-up with Maruti Ltd has 
worked out, with the 
Maruti emerging as the 
number one car in India, 
Be.sides, the Yen is wav 
up there, vis-a-vis the 
rupee, giving Suzuki a 
windfall in fees Now it 
appeals that the world’s 
other carmakers, Daimler 
Benz. MBW and 
Volkswagen from West 
Germany, Cieneral 
Motors (GM) of the US 
and .Sweden's Volvo arc 
all keen to move in to 
India, drawn by market 
potential and the weak 
rupee Lxecutives from 
these companies have 
visited India in the past 
few months, scoping out 
possible tie-ups with the 
country's industrialists 


The Maniti: facing 
compntition? 

I The cuirenl line up' C K 
I Bn In and GM, and a 
I Modi scion with Volvo. 

I Industrialist Raunaq 
I Singh IS believed to be 
trying his hand with all of 
i them 

1 The industry ministry 
! would appear to be keen 
I enough on the a.spirants, 

! but the socialist brigade, 

! in all piobabiiity, would 
J t.iv loul Maruti and 
Su/uki certainly would, 
too • the twosome have 
enioyed a monopoly on 
cars which look better and 
woik betn-r than those 
India has sutfeied lor four 
decades Too bad. really, 
j Consumers here are 
revved up. they have no 
time for monopolies 



Those who say this is 
a Utopian dream would 
do well to remember the 
dismantling of the Berlin 
Wall.” 

Finance minister Madhu 
Dandavaie, on chances that India 
and Pakistan would negotiate 
arms cuts, leading to a drop m 
India's crippling defence 
expenditure. 

^^Sure. And Helmut 
Kohl is a Kashmiri.” 

A leading New Delhi economist 



m Hurt? 

N ow, It’s Usha's turn 
“The suggestion in 
your Business Diary (.see 
SuM>Ai 20-20 Mav) that 
Ushd IS perhaps behind 
the indictment of khaitan 
Fans,’’ wrote a top-- and 
outraged—Usha 
executive, “by the 
MRTPC (Monopolies and 
Restrictive Trade 
Practices C’ommission) 
for untruthful advertising. 
Is absolutely without 
foundation 

“Adveitising gimmicks 
have lately been the banc 
of the electric fans 
industry. Reputable 


fanmakers, however, 
prefer to steer clear of it, 
for a very good reason, 
apart from bu.siness 
cthic.s— the consumer is 
not a moron He is quick 
to see through gimmicks, 
and devious advertising 
therefore recoils on its 
perpetrator At Usha we 
are content to tiansmit 
our strengths rather than 
slander our competitors, 
or indulge m other 
hyperbole ” 

We are happy to 
publish a re)oinder, to 
"put the record straight, " 
as the Usha executive 
insists. But It IS very 
unlikely that Usha’s 


competitors think like we 
do A straight record for 
them translates to a 
galloping bottomline 
And notwithstanding the 
MRTPC, they are closing 
III on Usha. 

■ Ajit’s agenda 

I t helps to have an 
industry minister who 
knows what the industry 
needs, and to hell with a 
blind belief in election 
manifestos At a time 
w hen planners are 
tongue-tied about 
progress and think that 
the best thing India can 
do IS go rural isee 
interview with R K Hegdc 
on page ’id), Ajit Singh 
has unveiled a faiily 
liberal industrial policy 
under the cucumstanccs 
get rid of c.ise-by-case 
appiovals, theiefore. 


POLITICIAN OF THE WEEK 


Maneka Gandhi 

Minister of state for environment and forests 

• It was too good to last, having a minister 
who actually cares about the environment, 
who said industry could go ahead and do 
what It wanted—provided it didn’t rum the 
environment Nothing draconian, merely 
sensible. Last week, Gandhi's powers were 
severely curtailed, from being overall boss 
to looking after Delhi and its zoo. “Industrialists have 
done It,” was the immediate explanation Possible Pune is 
a moonscape, Kanpur is a dump, and there are notices in 
Baroda which say “Do not touch this door it is 
radioactive” At a time when Exxon Corp. ;if the US is 
paying out millions of dollars in damages for an oil spill, 
India Ltd is behaving like an ostrich. 



AJIt Singh: streamlining 

bureaucratic control, 
import of necessary 
technology by an 
entrepreneur without 
running to the 
government, provided he 
sticks to a five per cent 
royally on domestic sales 
and eight per cent on 
exports Not bad at all 
Import of capital goods 
up to 30 per cent of the 
total value of a project’s 
plant and machinery. The 
small-scale sector has 
come in for a boost, too. 
The investment limit for 
export-oriented units has 
been raised to Rs 75 
lakhs. Only, one hopes 
the ministry is able to 
police its policy And 
refrain from a 
turnaround. 1987 still 
hurts. 
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'vcn as thousands 
of tnbals were 
Imaking their way 
back home after a four- 
day well-publicised 
dharna in New Delhi to 
protest against the con¬ 
struction of the Rs 
13,000 crore Sardar 
Sarovar dam, villagers 
from Gujarat took over 
i the capital's Boat Club, 

! this time asserting that the dam 
; was essential for their survival And 
' they were led by none other than the 
1 redoubtable Chimanbhai Patel, the 
: portly chief minister of Gujarat 
, “Narmada chahive." they shouted 
! and sat for endless hours at the Boat 
Club And after a rally, they went and 
! met Prime Minister V.P. Singh, who 
I assuicd them that he would look into 
I the matter and pat^ked the activists off 
home, just as he had p 
I with the anti-dam de- I 
monstrators 

; V P Singh had to do 
quite a bit ol dodging to 
placate both the groups 
To the anti-Narmada 
lobby, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter promised a dialogue 
on the rehabilitation and 
ecological aspects of the 
massive project, which 
IS likely to displace over 
one >dkh people To the 
supporters of the dam, 
the PM said that he 
shared their dreams ol a 
lush green Gujaiat, Like 
a seasoned diplomat, 

V P Singh made no 
commitments, but he 
managed to send both 
the groups home happy 
The Prime Minister, 
perhaps, had no other 
option. Addressing his 
people at the Boat Club,Gujarat 
CM Chimanbhai Patel reminded V.P 
Singh that it was he who said duiing 
his election campaign last year that the 
Sardar Sarovar dam would be con¬ 
structed if the Opposition came to 
power “Any attempt to digress from 
the Narmada Tribunal award will not 
be tolerated,” thundered Patel 
The chief minister, in fact, is deter¬ 
mined to see the dam proposal 
through And he has solutions for all 
the problems the multi-crore project is 
likely to create For instance, Patel 
promised a one-year employment allo¬ 
wance to all displaced families besides 
providing them with alternative 


Allforadam 

Gujarat CM Chimanbhai Patel leads 
a pro-Narmada campaign 


accommodation And, despite the 
governments of Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra maintaining that they did 
not have enough land to rehabilitate 
people uprooted in their states, the 
Gujarat chief minister declared that 
all eligible sons of displaced families 
would be provided with five acres of 
arable land each To the tricky defore¬ 
station problem, Patel's solution was 
even simplci—every inhabitant of Gu- 


hundred families,” an 
Andolan spokesman 
pointed out. 

The pro-dam activists 
have based their entire 
campaign on one point: 
that the Sardar Sarovar 
dam will irrigate the 
drought prone areas of 
Saurashtia and Kutch. 
A contention which is 
disputed by the NBA. 
Andolan members say that these areas 
will only get a meagre ten per cent of 
the dam water Not wholly incorrect 
since the Gujarat government's book¬ 
let on the project too mentions that 
the real beneficiary of the dam would 
be the districts of Baroda, Ahmeda- 
bad, Surendranagar and Banaskan- 
tha—none of which are drought-prone 
areas. 

With both the camps adamant, un- 


At SAV 



jurat would plant a tree to make up for 
those wh'ch would be uprooted to 
make way for the dam 

The chief minister’s tall promises 
notwithstanding, officials of the Gu¬ 
jarat government are sceptic^d about 
the proposed rehabilitation plan.s—the 
job of identifying land to be distri¬ 
buted among the displaced is yet to 
begin. The Narmada Bachao Andolan 
(NBA), which IS spearheading the 
anti-dam movement, has alleged that 
none of the state governments have so 
far been able to work out a feasible 
rehabilitation plan “The Gujarat 
administration has been able to show 
plans for re-settling only a few 



Chimanbhai at tha ‘Sava Narmada’ 
r^ly In Delhi: tha iasua hota up 

certainty dogs the future of the ambi¬ 
tious project Last month, Andolan 
leaders met the secretaries of the 
relevant ministries and told them that 
there was little point in starting a 
dialogue unless their mam demand— 
reviewing the project—was met The 
officials said that they would get back 
to them after discussing the issue with 
the Prime Minister Since then, Ando¬ 
lan members have heard nothing. 
Clearly, V.P. Singh is in a dilemma. It 
remains to be seen how he wriggles 
out of the sticky situation • 
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Oil the beach 

Why is Karunanidhi silent about 
the LTTE’s activities on Tamil Nadu’s 
southern coastline? 


Place The Vedaranvam coastline, I 
I southern Tamil Nadu | 

! Day 25 May. 19<H) j 

I I 

! A hunch of awesituck vtllagcrs , 
j watch a group of young men—some 
I bearing AK-47s—at work To the 
j onlookers, it is an odd and inexplicable 
I chore. The youths are engaged in trans- 
1 porting two jeeps, which they carry on 
j their shoulders, across the beach to a 
j couple of waiting boats Having done 
I this with .some difficulty, the youths 
j board the boats, which head for the sea 
j and disappear over the horizon 

I Vedaranyam incident 

I ^ isn’t the first time militants 
I belonging to the Liberation 

I Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

i (LTl'E) have been sighted 

! in southern Tamil Nadu Only the 
night before the two jeeps were smug- 
: gled across the Palk Straits, four Sn 
: Lankan Tamil militants had raised 
j their guns at a group of policemen 
who accosted them at a jetty near 
Vedaranyam town Rather than risk 
confrontation, the policemen retre¬ 
ated and allowed the militants to set 
off on their speedboat 


The policemen, evidently, know 
who they were dealing with The 
Vedaranyam police station already 
had information that some Sn Lankan 
Tamil militants were staying at a place 
called Naalu Kaal Mandapam. some 
ten kilometres away Jt also knew that 
they communicated with their fellow 
militants in the region by means of 
powerful walkie-talkies 

The presence of LTTE activits— 
which mainly takes the form of fer¬ 
rying supplies such as petrol, diesel, 
medicines, cloth for uniforms and ex¬ 
plosives for the manufacture of land¬ 
mines and grenades—in Thanjaviir 
distnet IS an open secret As one mid¬ 
dle-ranking police official admits, "It 
is something that everybody in the 
government knows about but nobody 
wants to talk about ” The police them¬ 
selves are reluctant to check the mili¬ 
tant activity, given the sensitive poli¬ 
tical nature of the issue and the abs¬ 
ence of a specific directive from the 
state administration Moreover, as the 
same official points out, it is nsky to 
take on the Tigers, who are armed 
with sophisticated weapons and enjoy 
the taat support of the local popula¬ 
tion 







Despite mounting 
evidence to the 
contrary, the Tamil 
Nadu chief minister 
continues to deny 
the existence of 
LTTE activity in the 
state 


L 



Police guard Tamil Nadu’e southern 
coastline: Just an eyiHwash? 


D espite mounting evidence to the 
contraiy, lamil Nadu chief minis¬ 
ter Muthuvel Karunanidhi continues 
to denv the existence of LITE activity 
in the state Over the past few 
months—in tact, ever since the Indian 
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) with- 
diew to leave Sn Lanka’s north and 
east under the LTl’E’s control—there 
have been innumerable allegations 
that the Tigers have been allowed to 
set up camps in [’amil Nadu Kariina- 
nidhi has been accused time and again 
of turning a blind eye to what the 
LTTE is doing along the southern 
coastline of the slate 1'he charge-—put 
forward most vehemently by the Con¬ 
gress Opposition—-is that by allowing 
the illegal entry, he is jeopardising the 
secunty of the people 

Karunanidhi's favourite reply to 
such criticism is to ask why the Tigers 
should need to opciate m his state 
After all, he points out, the LITE is m 
complete control of the Tamil areas 
and is not engaged in fighting the Sn 
Lankan government And so, it is 
foolish to imagine that it needs Tamil 
Nadu as a haven anv longer The 
DMK chief minister dismisses the 
allegations as rumours floated by the 
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) 
and by motivated politicians in the 
Opposition 

While Karunanidhi’s argument may 
appear to have an air of plausibility, it 
has failed to convince his detractors. 
For even though the LTTE is not at 
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war with Colombo, there is every 
likelihood that the negotiations that 
are on between the two may break 
down. And the Tigers rould well be 
preparing to establish some kind of 
base in Tamil Nadu in the event of this 
happening. 

To be fair to Karunanidhi though, 
there has been no concrete evidence 
unearthed so far of the presence of 
LTTE camps in the state. However, as 
the Vedaranyam and other incidents 
have shown, it would be foolish to 
imagine that the organisation is not 
engaged in smuggling supplies across 
the Palk Straits. Privately, the state’s 
senior bureaucrats say that it is im¬ 
possible to check such activity. Says 
one; “We could place all our police¬ 
men along the southern coastline but 
then what do we do about maintaining 
law and order in Tamil Nadu?" 

The state administration also argues 
that It won’t do to blame only the 
Tamil Nadu government for what is 
going on as it is also the duty of the 
coast guard and the customv—both 
central organisations—to check such 
activity To emphasise this point, the 
state government has formally re¬ 
quested New Delhi twice to ask the 
Border Security Force (BSF) to man 
the coastline in Thanjavur and Rama- 
nathapuram districts Asks a senior 
police official' “They have the BSF on 
the Pakistan border in Kashmir and 
Punjab. Why not here on the Sri 
Lankan border?" 

All the same. New Delhi—which 
has conducted its own investigations— 
appears convinced that there is subst¬ 


ance in the charge that Karunanidhi is 
helping the LTTE in its bid to acquire 
supplies from the state. But Karuna¬ 
nidhi—who had taken on the role of 
playing the chief mediator between 
the various Sri Lankan Tamil 
groups—either doesn’t care or is not 
listening. 

U nofficially, the Tamil Nadu gov¬ 
ernment’s position seems to be 
that too much is being made of a few 
stray incidents, considering that there 
has been Eelam-related activity in the 
state over the last seven years. Re¬ 
cently, chief minister Karunanidhi 
pointed out in the Assembly that 
several Lankan militant camps had ex¬ 
isted in Tamil Nadu when the late 
Pnme Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi was 
publicly denying their existence And 
that his government—despite the 
many allegations about its pro-LTTE 
stance—had closed down all such 
training camps 

While it is true that all camps be¬ 
longing to non-LTTE organisations 
have been closed down, there’s no 
denying that the Tigers still get their 
supplies from Tamil Nadu. There may 
no longer be LTIT. training camps, 
but there are small, thatched huts 
along the southern coast of Tamil 
Nadu with facilities for loading and 
unloading ‘supplies’ for the Eelam 
ferry service' 'fhe Tigers are careful 
about keeping the peace and—except 
for a few stray instances—have not 
caused any disturbance. 

The rival Lankan militant outfits arc 
not so well off Most oi these groups 
are now without a base, having fled 
from Sn Lanka after the dcinduction 


of the TPKF for fear of the wrath of 
the LTFE Karunanidhi denied the 
refugees entry into Tamil Nadu and, 
finally, they were given shelter in 
Orissa But many of them did not like 
It there and have tried to sneak into 
Tamil Nadu 

The women and children who re¬ 
turned were kept at the Mandapam 
camp near Rameswaram However, 
the men , from a l.S-year-old boy to a 
60-ycar-old man,were locked up in 
jails because the chief minister felt the 
“trained militants" were a security 
threat The detenus went on a fast 
inside the prison and were finally 
allowed to join their families at Man¬ 
dapam “We could have as well stayed 
back in Sn Lanka and died of LTTE 
bullets, instead of coming across to 
Tamil Nadu in the hope of getting 
piotection and understanding and 
landing up m jails,” said a Tamil youth 
at the Mandapam camp He swore 
that he was just a fisherman and not a 
member of any militant group rival to 
the LTTE 

B ut when it comes to the LTTE, 
the state gosernment seems re- | 
inarkably unconcerned about its acti- i 
vities However, Tiger spokesman | 
Anton Balasingham said in an inter- j 
view in Colombo “We don’t have any j 
bases in Tamil Nadu Mr Karunanidhi ] 
had asked us to open an office, but wc 
haven't done so Most of our men 
have returned here because of the pre¬ 
sent climate in Tamil Nadu 

He also strongly denied that the 
LTTE was providing tiaimng in arms 
to members of the Dravida Ka/hagam 
(DK), as the Indian media seem to 
believe The DK is the mother orga- 
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The LTTE 
spokesman says: 
“Our political 
objective is not to 
instigate any 
secessionist 
movement in Tamil 
Nadu .TheLTTE 
will not get 
involved” 
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• According to Karunanidhi, there are no longer any camps for 
Sri Lankan Tamil refugees in his state 



• Tamil Nadu refused to grant them entry and the refugees were finally 
given shelter in Orissa 

nisation of the ruling Dravida Mun- Nadu .The LTTI; will not get in- from the 
netra Ka?hagam (DMK), which, dur- volved in secessionist struggles in In- Lankan po 

ing Its formative years, advocated dia '' His denial was prompted not spreading 

secession under the garb of state only by charges that the Tigers were matcly sup 

autonoms I hough the DMK found- training DK and DMK men m I'amil mg 'lamil i 

er, the late C N Annadurai, had pub- Nadu and Jaffna, but also by allega- But sucf 
liciy announced his party was giving tions that they had links with Sikh vinee man' 

up the demand foi a separate Tamil militants However, Balasingham’s tiiiue to lot 

nation, doubts still persist about Karu- statements do not calm fears about the uncheckec 

nanidhi's intentions His critics even lesurgence of Tamil nationalist senti- Karunanid 

say that he is using the friendly DK to ments Such feelings have been voiced this for the 

further secessionist goals of late at meetings organised by pro- will begin 

But Balasingham insisted, "Our LTTE outfits That the DMK govern- tomes a se 

political objective is not to instigate ment has done little to prevent such R.Bhagwai 

any secessionist movement in Tamil gatherings has led to alarm, specially Madram 
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among the rulers in 
Delhi 

One of the prominent 
pro-LTTE political fi¬ 
gures in Tamil Nadu is 
P. Nedumaran, who has 
recently rechnstened his 
Tamil Nadu Kamaraj 
Congress as the Tamil 
National Movement. 
Once a Congressman, 
he now feels that the 
charge that the L ITE is 
a thieat to Indian unity 
is grossly exaggerated 
Even before Independ¬ 
ence, there was a move¬ 
ment in Bengal seeking 
a sepaiate nation for the 
Bengalis, besides India 
and Pakistan, he points 
ou! Though that move¬ 
ment continued to find 
support among certain 
sections of the people in 
West Bengal, the Gov¬ 
ernment of India did not 
hesitate to extend all 
support to the Bengalis 
of E.ast Bengal in their 
struggle lor liberation 
tiom Pakistan “Why 
then this suspicion 
against Tamil Nadu 
Tamils now, when you 
did not suspect the peo¬ 
ple of West Bengal 
while creating Bang¬ 
ladesh''" asks Nedu- 


J According to Nedu- 
maran, all this talk of 
M- incieased LTTE pre- 

■ jfjJ sence m Tamil Nadu is 
the creation of the Con- 
' *'^%5 gress(l) and the Rc- 
' search and Analysis 
finAliv Wing While the Con- 
' gress is inspiring rum¬ 
ours to divert attention 
from the fact that Rajiv Gandhi’s 
Lankan policy has failed, the “RAW is 
spreading false propaganda to ulti¬ 
mately suppress and destroy the grow¬ 
ing 'I amil nationalism in the state” 
But such explanations do not con¬ 
vince many And media reports con¬ 
tinue to locus attention on the LTTE’s 
unchecked activities in the state. 
Karunanidhi may be table to ignore 
this for the moment. But his problems 
will begin if the LTTE presence be¬ 
comes a security threat to his people. 

ff. Bhagwan Singh/ Ramaawaram and 
Madraa 
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Value-based journalism 

Can Pritish Nandy’s persecution of J. B, Patnaik be so described? 


Messrs Bcnnet, 
Coleman (which is 
\ the fancy name in 
which the real 
; <* proprietors 

> glory—a family of I 
very vegetarian, j 

Jams), defendants 
in the Rs ] crore 
defamation case 
brought against them by former Orissa 
chief minister Janaki Ballav Patnaik, 
have in their employ the cause of it all 
Pritish Nandy, the very non- 
vegeianan, very tarnank editor of 
whai used to be a magazine eminently 
suitable for family reading The Illm- 

traled Weekly of India r ■ --- 

Nandy is infuriated 
that J B. Patnaik has 
raised the question of 
“value-based politics” in 
the context of a series of 
VICIOUS raids organi.sed 
last month against him 
and his family by the 
present Janata Dal chief ^ 

minister of Orissa, that 
model of value-based 
rectitude. ,Shn Biju Pat- I 
naik 

Now, Nandy himself 
IS no less “value-based” 
than Biju Patnaik. He 
cannot, he believes, but 
open his mouth, take up 
a pen or clatter away at Pritish Na 
a typewritter without of the Jan 
the truth pouring out 
like the Ganga at 
Gaumukhteswar. Unlike political 
pamphleteers such as Santosh Bhar¬ 
atiya and myself (who are in politics 
rather than journalism and resort to 
the media to propagate an avowed 
political objective), Nandy and his (re¬ 
gretfully expanding) ilk regard them¬ 
selves as “objective" paragons of dis¬ 
interested journalism, above the play 
of jjolitical passion, dedicated to the 
Truth alone, the whole Truth, and 
nothing but the Truth (“Because", as 
Nandy’s stable-mate in smugness, con¬ 
ceit and self-righteousness puts it, 
“The Truth Involves Us All"). 
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And in nothing so much as the J B 
Patnaik case has Nandy succeeded in 
persuading himself, and portraying to 
others, the image of himself and his 
colleagues in The Weekly as a band of 
peerless journalists, fearless, upright, 
honest, peisecuted by a grubby politi¬ 
cian, a sexual pervert and megaloma¬ 
niac who will resort to any trick, 
however mean, however low, however 


naik to the PM--lists the assests 
to be accounted foi by J B Patnaik as 
a mere Rs 1 lakh in bank deposits, a 
DDA flat valued at Rs 3 lakhs and 
“investment in an orchard of Rs 8 
lakhs", was denied by Patnaik as “dis¬ 
information" That’s all, 

Where are Nandv's "ciores of 
rupees"'' Nandy will, of course, 
promptly cover himself bv saying that 


demeaning to curb the freedom of the 1 he was talking not only ol I B Patnaik 
press, which is seeking valiantly to ' but also of ho “friends and lelatives" 


throw open to a bewildered and be 
mu,sed public the skeletons lurking iti 
cveiy Congress cupboard in Orissa. 
To his aid have rushed the “liberals", 
(he Editors’ Guild, the Knights of 
Freedom in spotless armour 



Pritish Nandy is totally taken in by the “value-based politics" 
of the Janata Dal He “shuts his eyes" to anything that might 
tarnish the image of V P. Singh and his cohorts 

political Perhaps we should now look for the .some rel 
sh Bhar- Truth—because the TruJi docs, in- usually r 

1 politics deed, involve us ail me to S' 

resort to scorcher, 

avowed he raids, says Nandv, in the page to the “ 

d his (re- ■ he has reserved all for himself Before n 

rd them- (Editor’s Choice, Weekly, 27 May—2 tously, “ 
iisofdis- June 1990)have“reportedly (his word, friend?” 
the play doubtless, to cover himself) unco- 500 mile 

id to the vered cash, ornaments and undeclared well inde 

jth, and assets running into crores of rupees”. Then, 
luse", as It it IS virtue, not vendetta that Nan- children 
ess,con- dy is after, surely he should have locked,! 
puts it, added that the same “reports"—and the fair 
). letter “reportedly” sent by J.B Pat- brown-p; 


They aie not at issue here J B Pat¬ 
naik IS, I cite this as a typical example 
of Pntish Nandy's penchant for sug- 
gestio falsi, that is, the construction of 
sentences which, in some technical 
sense, say one thing but 

-—-jzare expressly designed 

jSto plant something quite 
g different in the readers’ 

; mind 

A I So, let’s go hack to j 

jht beginning of the 

I whole sordid business 
V 0 the week ol the 
. 18—24 May 196t> I re- 

ccived a trunk-call from 
Pritish Nandy He was 
^ beside himself with ex- 

citemcrit. Cackling, 
^titggt^ring, cxpostulat- 
ing (expletives deleted) 
y ^ he asked whether I had 

■“ ■'slV icad the latest Weekly 
.J with his expose of J.B. 

___ Patnaik, banner- 

j politics" headlined “Shocking'” 
tat might I told him that, as I 

Is was a literate person of 

delicate sensibilities and 
.some refinement of taste, 1 did not 
usually read The Weekly He begged 
me to see this issue; it was a real 
scorcher, he said, he’d really socked it 
to the “b.. ” 1 promised 1 would. 
Before nnging off, Pritish asked solici¬ 
tously, “And how are you, my dear 
friend?” And I replied' “Since 1 am 
500 miles from your peep-hole, very 
well indeed, thank you ” 

Then, taking care to see that the 
children were asleep, the doors firmly 
locked, the curtains pulled, I took out 
the famous issue, unwrapped its 
brown-paper covering, and threw my- 
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self full-frontal upon what must surely 
rank as the most scatalogical example 
of salacious sensationalism ever 
thrown at an unsuspecting public by 
the Old Lady of Bon Bunder—and 
that too in a magazine to which T had 
been introduced in my pre-pubescent 
innocence by Aunty Wendy and her 
delightful competitions for childien 
(Nandy, of course, has only one use 
for Aunty Wendy—but may wc, 
please, not go into that'’) 

The piece was by Nandy’s cories- 
pondent in Bhubaneswar, S N.M 
Abdi. “One hears plenty of stones 
about Patnaik,” wrote Abdi, “stones 
of his alleged libidinal involvement 

with a senes of women And men ” 

• 

He then proceeded to substantiate 
the allegations with three specific 
cases First, the testimony of a young 
man. identity disguised as “Ra|u 
Jena” Second, a woman called Sebar- | 
am Das. Third, a “young widow”, not ! 
named but identified as the daughter 
of a man to whom J B. Patnaik has 
granted a dealership for Orissa Tex¬ 
tiles Mills Products in exchange, it was 
claimed, for favouis granted to Pat¬ 
naik by the man’s daughter, “the 
young widow”. Thiee specific stor¬ 
ies—to give versimilitude to the 
allegations and substance to the pul¬ 
chritude. 

Initially, J B. Patnaik took n<' legal 
action The story had caused a sensa¬ 
tion—as It was intended to The pei- 
sonal reputation of Janaki Ballav Pat¬ 
naik was m shreds. The future ot a 
chief minister, who. barely a year ear¬ 
lier. had won a massive renewed man¬ 
date from his people, was in jeopaidy 
Nandy preened himself in undisguised 
satisfaction. Asked by India Today 
what he would do if a criminal case 
were instituted. Nandy cockily replied 
that “he would be more than willing to 
take on Mr Patnaik” 

“Raju Jena’s” story was tragic, 
graphic and recounted in quotes. But 
what most readers would have missed 
IS that while the dreadful talc was told 
in quotes, there was no authentication 
that the words used were Jena’s own 
What Abdi did was to sum up the 
stoiv 111 his viwii words and then put it 
into lena’s mouth' This devious 
sletght-ol-haiid is revealed m the sent¬ 
ence introducing the quote “The sum 
total ot lena's ^tatement is”---nof. as 
you can see, Jena’s words but Abdi’s. 

"Raju .kna” was, of course, a name 
invented b\ .-\odi to disguise the man’s 
identity But was the story also in¬ 
vented to disguivc the truth’ 
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( would call as my first witness a man 
who deeply dislikes the Congress as 
a party and loathes J.B Patnaik as a 
person. He is, moreover, a membei ot 
Nandy’s journalist fraternitv, dedi¬ 
cated, one trusts, as ferventiv as N.in- 
dy says he is. to the “freedom of the 
press” Farzand Ahmed, India To¬ 
day's correspondent in Bhu¬ 
baneswar 

Farzand tracked dowm the real Rapi 
Jena. In Farzand Ahmed’s words (In¬ 
dia Today, Ifr—.10 June 1986) 

"The youth who The Weekly 
claimed had been molested bv Patnaik 
in his office was identified as Vish- 
wanath Sethi of Balipatna village in 
Pun district ” 

Farzand revealed that The Weekly\ 
correspondent had been led to Vish- 
wanath Sfethi by an aide ot Biju Pat¬ 
naik (J.B. Patnaik’s implacable enemy 
and then leader of the Opposition in 
the state Assembly). The aide had 
bribed the man into talking to The 



I 
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Weekly by promising, on Biju Pat¬ 
naik’s behalf, that the unemployed 
youth would be given a job. Since the 
Truth Involves Us All, should not The 
Weckly'i, correspondent (or, at any 
rate, editor British Nandy) have told 
his readers that the whole scam was 
set up by the political rivals of the 
chief minister—in a manner calculated 
not only to politically damage J B. 
Patnaik (which, in a democracy, is fair 
enough), but akso to utterly demean 
and disgrace him in the eyes of his 
wife, his children, his friends and, for 
aught I know, his aged parents'’ 

Who should be given credence to? 
Journalist Abdi. who claims he tape-r 
ecorded Jena alias Sethi, but has never 
produced the tape-recording and does 
NOT quote Jena/Sethi’s words’ Or 
Journalist Farzand Ahmed, who cor¬ 
rectly identifies the alleged victim, de¬ 
tails the circumstances of The Week¬ 
ly's meeting with this so-called “prey” 
to the chief minister’s lust, and quotes 
him in his own words? 
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N ext, the woman Abtli tan liardly 
contain his joy in telling her story 
“Detailed documentary evidence ex¬ 
ists,” claims Abdi. “in at least one case 
involving Patnaik with a woman called 
Sebarani Das ” Now, the readers of 
The Weekly are sticklers for facts, 
chaps (and chappies) who like nothing 
better than a document or two on 
which to cut their milk-teeth. Titil¬ 
lated by the promise of “documentary 
evidence”, the poor, duped public 
who buy The Weekly (and those like 
me who have it sent to them by editor 
Nandy as unsolicited junk mail) arc, 
thus, mentally readied by S N M Abdi 
for the coup de grace. 

The “documentary evidence" 
adduced by him is a lettei fiorn the 
manager of a Bhubaneswar govern¬ 
ment guest house to his superioi com¬ 
plaining that, in the middle of the 
night, at about 4 am, Sebarant Das 
was put into a suite (booked for 
another party) by an assistant of the 
chief minister’s, where she had con¬ 


tinued to stay foi tifty-two days with¬ 
out paying the bills She said the bills 
were to be sent to the chief minister' 
He, poor man, was in despair as to 
how to collect his dues—and tender .s 
satisfactory explanation to the mate 
party who had been turled out oi ;he 
suite they had booked (but not, it 
seems, occupied even though it was 4 
am in the middle of the night!) 

Please note that there i- not a word 
in the “documentary evidence" about 
Janaki Ball.iv Patnaik’s sexual pecca- 
diloes Then what are the documents 
meant to prove'' Nothing—except 
Abdi's total.y unrelated assertion, foi 
which there ts NO “documentary evi¬ 
dence”, that Isebaram Das was sexual¬ 
ly abused by J B Patnaik in exchange 
for money granted trorri the Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund. j 

To prove my point, may 1, M’Lord, 
call my second witness S.N.M Abdi 
himself. Whaf' Abdi'' Yes, M'Lord, 
Abdi. For, in the very same issue of 
The Weekly is an interview granted by 


the self same Sebarani Das to the self¬ 
same Abdi 

In the interview, Sebarani Das con¬ 
fesses to having met the chief minis¬ 
ter—a man whom The Weekly casti¬ 
gates as a libidinous pervert abusing 
his high office to exploit women (and 
young men) in distress—“only once, 
in his chambeis" Abdi asks hei 
whether the chief minister ever visited 
her in the guest house To which 
Sebarani replies “Nevei He is a 
saint He took pilv on this poor 
woman ” 

Is this the voice of a vsoman raped 
by a power-crazed megalomaniac'' 

L et's take the third “authenticated” 
story The lady conecined is not j 
named But Abdi describes her as a 1 
“young widow ’ m gieat economic dis¬ 
tress who approached the chief minis- ! 

I ter because she wanted to secure for} 
her father a dealership tor Orissa Tex- i 
tiles Mills Products Foi Abdi, the 
clinching evidence of the horrors to 
which J B Patnaik sub|ected the lady 
IS —but why should I tell il in mv | 
v/ords'' Let Abdi speak loi himself | 

“In the course of the investigation : 
into the private life of Patnaik, 7he , 
Weekly came across a lettci addressed j 
to Sonia Gandhi 1 he letter is pur- | 
ported (notice him running foi cover) | 
to have been written bv a voung 
woman ” 

.'kbdi goes on to claim that .in infuri¬ 
ated Sonia Gandhi h.id ordered the 
official rnachineiv to move against 
J B Patnaik 

May 1 My Lord recall as my next 
witness lar/and Ahmed of India To¬ 
day'^ Our interpid Farzand identified 
the voung widow .o Suktani Hota of 
Jharsuguda She issued a statement 
saying “she was being unnecessarily 
dragged into the controveisy and de¬ 
nying that she had written to Soma 
Gandhi complaining against Patna'k ” 

On these absurd nothingnesses, 
Pritish Nandy and S N M Abdi have 
built a huge fund of sympathy—not 
for the target of their attack but for 
themselves 

Nandy’s latest diatribe (Weekly, 27 
May, 1990) describes J B Patnaik as 
the “politician who has perhaps (thank 
you, Pntish, for the perhaps ) the 
worst track record in harassing and 
intimidating the pre.ss We should 
know His cops yanked copies of The 
Weekly off the trains and news-stands 
in Orissa ” 

For one last time, I turn again to 
Farzand Ahmed of India Today: 
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J *‘Ofhcial pressure held HHHHpH 
I up The Weekly'b circula- 
! tion in the state (approx- 
imately 2,500—sic! 

! emphasis added'!) in- 
I itiaily but then addition- _ . . 
al copies were rushed iMSSf 

and eventually the "***'■I 

magazine sold over •’ 

10,000 copies.” To A 

Abdi’s suggestio falsi is ■ 

added Nandy’s suppres- ■ 

sio veri, the deliberate ' 

suppression ot the truth 
Confess it, Pntish—for 
the Truth Involves Us 
All. B 

When J B Patnaik M 

did file his case, Nandy ■ 

tried to bluff his way out \ 

of It When he found i 
that bluster would not i 
ease him out ol a jam! | 
he came whining and a 
whinnying to me He m 
pleaded that he had S 
been out of India at the M 
time the article had been ® 
pubhshed-and 1 must 
do something to save , 

him from bankruptcy, ''•V\ , 

prison and worse. ’ I 

On his behalf, I called 
on J.B. Patnaik. 1 asked 
him whether a settle- 
ment out of court was 
possible. He agreed. He -,^3 _ 

authorised me to work 
out with Nandy an 
acceptable form of t,-*‘'■- a' 
words Pntish and I 
spent long hours 
together in my house 
drafting different formu- 
lae, exploring the possibilities of 
' an agreement that would not com- 
I promise Patnaik s honour without bes- 
I mirching Pntish Nandy’s I carried 
; these suggestions to Gopi Arora He 
j told me that the minimum require¬ 
ment was the word "apology” or a 
.synonym thereof. Nandy would not 
relent Not would Patnaik. The case 
continued 

Nandy describes this as “those terri- 
I ble years of (Patnaik's) misrule while 
i people like Mam Shankar Aiyar stood 
1 on the sidelines and cheered enthu- 
j siastitallv”. Does Pntish never tell the 
I tnith ' Did his mother never wash out 
j his mouth with soap’' 

I The cause of Nandy's umbrage is a 
^ purely private, purclv personal tele- 
I phone call I made to him As Nandy 
j tells ii ".Aiyar called me yester- 
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S.N.M. Abdl summed up "Raiu 
Jena’s" tragic story in his own words 
and put it into Jena’s mouth. This is 
revealed in the sentence introducing 
the quote, “The sum total of Jena's 
statement is"—not, as you can see, 
Jena's words but Abdi’s 


S day and...mentioned 
how hornbe Biju Pat¬ 
naik is—before waxing 
eloquent on J B. Pat- 
naik’s greatness. I 
laughed. What can one 
tell a silly man who shuts 
his eyes and then com¬ 
plains the world is 

Nandy is, of course, 
totally taken in by the 
“value-based politics” of 
the Janata Dal He 
“shuts his eyes"—if I 
might borrow his elo¬ 
quent phrase—to any¬ 
thing that might tarnish 
the silly man’s image of 
V P Singh and hr. 

So, let me open his 
eyes Nandy was in half¬ 
pants when, in 1967, 
Justice H R Khanna 
(yes, the same great jur¬ 
ist who resigned when 
he was passed over for 
Chief Justice of the Sup¬ 
reme Court, then re¬ 
fused. on principle, to 
head the commission of 
inquiry against Indira 
Gandhi because it was 
she who had passed him 
over, and was later the 
' Opposition’s combined 

presidential candidate 
J .” . against Giani Zail 

; ' ‘ , Singh)—who headed a 

, commission of inquiry 

. y . ; against Biju Patnaik 

. : which concluded that 

fjye qC allegations 
against Biju Patnaik “have 
been substantiated either wholly or in 
part, .the charges proved would bring 
the case against Shri Patnaik within 
the ambit of the words ‘committed 
various acts ot improprieties and 
abuse of power' ” 

Is it wrong to bring to star-struck 
editors the truth about the kind of 
company that V.P Singh keeps? I do 
not "complain” that the “world is 
black” I do complain about editors 
who are blackguards. 

Pritish ends' “With advisers like 
Aiyar, does Rajiv Gandhi really need 
enemies?” I really don’t know—for, 
after all, I am “a silly man”. But with 
blackguards like Nandy, does V.P 
Singh really need Biju Patnaik? • 

The views expressed in this coiumn are those of its 
author and do not purport to oortatitu^ an offktial 
statement of the Congress party 's position 
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T he Sumeet Saigal- 
Shaheen affair is finally 
official. After numberless 
; denials (of the we-are-only- 
I good'friends variety) the 
pair have gone and got en¬ 
gaged, in a quiet ceremony 
attended only by a few 
close relatives. 

Marriage may be in the 
offing, but Shaheen has no 
I intentions of giving up on a 
j career in films 
j And no, her producers 
j needn’t press the panic 
I button. 

ly 

I Nothing, but nothing 
seems to stop Rupa 
Ganguly’s progress in life. 
Her most recent acquisi¬ 


tions (soon after a trip to 




(Krishna) Bharadwaj 
hasn’t given up on Draupa- 
di as yet. 


I f anything is increasing 
faster than Farha’s waist- 
hne, it is her love for the 
occasional flirtation (with 
obliging lap dog Vindoo 
dropping out of sight while 
it lasts). 

Her latest fancy: the 
young son of producer Raj 
Kumar Kohli. 

But something tells us 
that the bovine beauty isn’t 
going to meet with much 
success here. For, provid¬ 
ing her strong competition 
for the handsome 
Muhnish’s hand is none 
other than the nasal-voiced 


wonder Salma Agha. 


Especially since Kohli 


Junior is reputed to 


have a thing for cat eyes 


ou’re not going to 


believe this, but Anil 


Kapoor wasn’t the first 


godfather the new 


bare-dare sensation. 


Shilpa Shirodkar, 


t found in the industry 



Farfia: mtoror, mirror on 
tho waH...; (bdow) Rupa 
Ganguly: tho going gats 
bottar ^ wtiilo 


hoi"*"**'' 

Dubai): a flat, an air- 
conditioned Maruti and a 
brand-new boyfriend. If 
you can stretch the point 
sufficiently to describe 
jaded stud Mithun Chakra- 
borty thus. 

Apparently, the two 
Bengali interlopers in Bom¬ 
bay’s film world have 
joined hands and Mithun’s 
car can be seen parked out¬ 
side Rupa’s apartment till 
late into the night. 

Whether Chakraborty 
will manage to wan^e 
permanent visiting rights 
remains in question: Nitish 


Evidently, long before 


the hirsute charmer 


I appeared on the scene 
Mithun Chakraborty had 
staked his claim to the 
shapely .Shirodkar, signing 
her on for his home produc¬ 
tion, a Hindi-Bengaii 
bilingual. Unfortunately, 
the project never really 
took off, and Shilpa went 
on to better things —Kishen 
Kanhaiya and the (Ami) 
Kapoor camp. 

Mithun, however, is 
(rather understandably) 
ve^ bitter about the whole 
episode: “I’ve spent lakhs 
on Shilpa, but if she 
chooses to forget it there’s 
nothing I can do.” 

Such outbursts notwith¬ 
standing, Shirodkar main¬ 
tains her cool and the in¬ 
jured iimocent act: “Please 
ask Mithun what's happen¬ 
ing to that film.” 

And, contrary to popular 
opinion, the lines aren’t 
dictated by Boney Kapoor. 
Or even by the dental- 
proud RiUu. • 
































It’S showtime, folks! 


Now that he’s 
through with 
scouring the Andhra 
Pradesh countryside for cyc¬ 
lone victims whom he can 
lecture on Prime Minister 
V P. Singh’s munificence 
(“look at the generous 
grants he has allocated to the 


state”), N.T, Rama Rao has 
hit upon a new scheme to 
remain in the news 

Recently, the Telugu De- 
sam Party (TDP) supremo 
called on the Raja in New 
Delhi, accompanied by a 
high-powered 


Y««h Chopra: aH for a 
good cause 


N.T. Rama Rao: keeping in 
ttienews 



delegation 
which included 
such names as 
G.P Sippy. 
president of the 
Film Federation 
of India, Yash 
Chopra, pro¬ 
ducer-director 
andD.V.S. 
Raju, chairman 
of the National 
Film Develop¬ 
ment Corpora¬ 
tion 

The usual 
pleasantries 
done with, NTR 
disclosed his 
plan. He would, 
he informed the 
Raja, lead a 
team which 
organised cultu¬ 
ral shows in 
seven major 
cities—Delhi, 
Bombay, Cal¬ 
cutta, Madras, 
Bangalore, 
Ahmedabad 
and Hyderabad 
The proceeds of 
these program¬ 
mes would go 
towards cyclone 
relief. 

The PM had 
no hesitation in 
giving his bles¬ 
sings to the pro¬ 
ject. 

Now, prepa¬ 
rations for the 
first show, sche¬ 
duled to be held 
this month in 
Delhi, are in full 
swing. The last 
such program¬ 
me will be held 
in September 
(in Hyderabad) 
and a handsome 
cheque, made 
out to the Prime 
Minister’s Re- 
I lief Fund, hand¬ 
ed over to the 
Raja. 


Hindustan 

Kl KASAM 

Question: 
what does 
an out-of-work politician 
do'> 

If he’s Subramaniam 
Swamy he draws up 
programmes for “nation¬ 
al renaissance”. 

The Janata Party 
working president re¬ 
cently circulated a seven- 
point agenda which, h,- 
claimed, would rejuven- 




Subramaniam Swamy: tfM 
naming game 

ate the country if im¬ 
plemented. 

First, India would 
have to be renamed Hin¬ 
dustan. Then, Sanskrit 
transformed into a live 
language (just as Heb¬ 
rew had been revived by 
the Israelis) and Devna- 
gari promoted as the 
common script. 

Once these major 
tasks had been fulfilled, 
the government could 
get down to restructur¬ 
ing defence and foreign 
policies and abolishing 
the caste system. 

Long live India 
...er...Hindustan! 



















IMove OVER, 

:: JHABVALA 

i Holidaying 

^ among the 

Karakoram ranges one 
summer, Pak-Anglian 
writer Bapsi Sidhwa was 
V told an interesting story 
about a young girl mar- 
f ried into one of the 
t mountain tribes against 
her wishes The teenager 
! ran away, to seek refuge 
with her paramour 
i Without much success as 
It turned out - she was 
. brought back to meet a 
; very horrible death. 


The Bride, Sidhwa’s 
latest novel, was built 
around this incident 
And now, Ismail Mer¬ 
chant IS planning to base 
his next movie on Bap- 
si's book—tmcc Anita 
Desai’s In Custody is 
safely m the cans. 

Foi Sidhwa, whose 
The Crow Eaters and lee 
Candy Man were re¬ 
leased to rave reviews, 
the Merchant venture 
marks an interesting 




Bapsi Sidhwa; something to crow about 

first: no work of f 

filmed so far. t 

project. Ma'lli- I 

ka-e-tarranum t 

Nurjehan (“1 s 

haven t read Ismail Merchant: * 
The Bride but 1 filming TIm Slide c 


have felt spir¬ 
itually married 
to Merchant tor 
years”) will pro¬ 
vide the music 
tor the movie. 

Sidhwa, 
however, (true 
to her modest 
self) isn’t crow¬ 
ing about this 
coup either. 


ADVISOR JHA 


He's been 
described as 
the best editor the Eco- 
nomie Times never had, 
And he's certainly 
proved the most mobile 
ol business writers, 
changing jobs faster than 
V P Singh changes his 
mind Now, approp¬ 
riately enough, veteran 
journalist Prem 
Shankar Jha 
finds himself in 
the Raja's em¬ 
ploy. serving 
time as the 
Prime Minister's 
press advisor 

According to 
an official re- , j 

lease, Jha will prom 

be designated Shankar 
additional ■•ba 

secretary ot the Govern¬ 
ment of India, and will 
occupy the post ol press 
advisor for a two-year 
period 

Provided, of course, 
that the wander lust 
doesn’t seize him again. 


Bahle 

ROYAL 


Before filing 
his nomina¬ 
tion papers for the 
Jaipur Lok Sabha seat 
last year, Lt Col Bhawa- 
ni (Bubbles) Singh vi¬ 
sited his estranged step¬ 
mother, Gayatri Devi, 
to “seek her blessings”. 
The Rajmata obliged by 
desisting from cam¬ 
paigning for the Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) 
candidate. (The Mahar¬ 
aja lost the election 
nonetheless; but that is 
another story.) 
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But now, the tempor¬ 
ary truce over, the mem¬ 
bers of the Jaipur royal 
family have joined battle 
again. The good Colonel 


Lt Col Bimwaiil Singh amKibovo) 
Gayatri Devi: Palace DaOu 


has filed a criminal com¬ 
plaint against his step¬ 
mother in connection 
with the activities of the 
Maharaja Sawai Jaisingh 


Benevolent Trust 
And Gayatri Devi, in 
a pre-emptive move, has 
applied for anticipatory 
bail. 
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N.S.BENDRE 
Untitled. Oit 


O n 14 August, 1947, in the hours their inadequacy to give expression to the 
approaching midnight. Pandit contemporary situation and looked for in- 
Jawaharlal Nehru referred to In- spiration and guidance from various sources in 
dia’s “tryst jvith destiny”, and the East and the West, to develop an 
feelingly spoke ol the emergence appropriate idiom A search for conlempor- 
of a new era. It is not difficult to surmise that aneity had begun among the painters in some 
at the momentous moment of history. Pandit parts of India even before our independence 
Nehru had a vision of India in its full glory, A concept of modernity was gradually taking 
blossoming in all aspects. He advocated the shape 
growth of a scientific temper, he also wished 

to see an advancement in the country’s ^^everal selt-conscious modernists in dilfe- 
creative pursuits in the spheres of art and ^^rent regions did some significant work to 
literature. Establishment of the three accelerate the process Among the artists in 
Akademies in New Delhi substantially illus- Bombay the Progressive Artists' Group play- 
trates the point Opportumtes and encourage- ed a pioneering lolc Seven like-minded 
ment were offered to artists and writers to painters and a sculptor, working in different 
imbibe the spirit of the new eia and to align manners, got together on one platform in 
their creativity to the existing situation A search of a contemporary mode ot expression 
consciousness of the challenge that confronted Their brand of modernity disowned tradition 

the nation was inculcated in them They also turned their back on the academic 

The Second World War had already shaken art of the Royal Academy variety, which had 
the conviction of those engaged in various been in vogue particularly among painters in 
I creative disciplines They became conscious of Western India The members of the group 








modernity 


The Bombay art 
movement's 
search for 
contemporaneity 
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F.N. SOUZA 
Frmciscan Monk. Oil 

(Baiow) 

M.F. HUSAIN 
Untitled. Oil 


were Francis Newton Sou/a, M F Mus.iin, 
S.H. Raza, K H Ara, V S Gaitondc. H A 
Gade and Bakrc the bone sculptor The 
manifesto of the croup was drawn up by 
Sou/a, the only member with a flair for the 
written work He Kirrowed the term ‘Progres¬ 
sive’ from communist organisations, with 
which he was associated. The manifesto did 
not elaborate upon a style or a doctrine, but 
dealt with the elements of form and colour m 
a manner which conformed to the internation¬ 
al pattern, as known in the West A Catholic, 
Souza gave expression to Christian subjects 
with a strength that invested his paintings with 
the quality of stained glass work He did some 
outstanding work in the formative period of 
the gioup 

Husain, largely self-tutored, concerned 
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(Fromiaft) 

K.K.HEBBAR 

BacktoN»tun.m 

K.G. 

SUBRAMANiYAM 
OamttInImMhempm. 
Watw on board 




himself with the life around him, which he 
could identify himself with Executed in lucid 
line and luminous colour, his canvases were 
marked by a distinct verve In his choice of 
colours and directness of line he has always 
been a master par excellence fie occasionally 
combined qualities of tribal and folk traditions 
in his compositions, which were often two- 
dimensional 

S H Raza's chief concern was colour, 
which he used in his expressionist landscapes 
with gay abandon He preferred to use pure 
colours to produce a vibrant atmospheric 
effect. 

K.H.Ara. like Hu.sain, was a self-taught 
painter, perhaps to a greater extent as Husain 
did attend the school of art at Indore for 
sometime; but Ara never went to any school 
Painting was truly Ara’s life, it was also his 
)oy His ability to make a still life live has 
rarely been matched by any artist V.S. 
Gaitondc stood out conspicuously with his 
delicate abstracts, which he had arrived at via 
traditional exercises. His primary concern was 
colour which he used almost invariably in 
middle tones with fascinating textural effect 

H.A. Gade is another landscape painter 
who showed outstanding ability in the hand¬ 
ling of sweeping colours in powerful pictorial 
structure. 


Bakre too showed a good deal of sensitivity 
in the handling of creative sculpture 
He did a few competent portraits too He 
rarely finds a mention in an account of the 
Progressive Group, as his career as a sculptor 
virtually ended in an aesthetii? misadventure 
after he went to England 

On the whole the painters in the Progres¬ 
sive Artists’ Group stood on their creative 
ability and at times evinced distinct eclectic 
traits They surely succeeded in laying the 
foundation of a modern idiom of pictorial 
expression, although each one of them work¬ 
ed on his own, The group gradually disinte¬ 
grated after Souza and Raza went afiroad and 
settled down in England and France respec¬ 
tively. Souza later shifted to New York 
Husain gradually became a wandering min¬ 
strel, vistting Bombay only once in a while 

I n the art life of Bombay, the Jehangir Art 
Gallery provided a strong base for art 
activity m the city after its establishment in 
1951 Till then the most important centre was 
Sir J J School of Art, the alma mater for 
almost all practising artists in the city, with the 
exception of a few self-taught artists like 
Husain or Ara Painters like Hebbar, Chavda, 
Satwalekar, Palsikar, Laxman Pai or Baburao 
Sadwelkar, who had already made their mark 
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AKBARPADAMSEE 
Untitled. Water colour 
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GULAM RASOOL 

SANTOSH 

Untitied.Oil 




in the contemporary art lite of Bombay 
outside the Progressive Group were all pro¬ 
ducts ot school The other important rendez¬ 
vous m the art world was the Bombay Art 
Society's Salon, which closed down once the 
Society moved to Jehangir Art Galleiy 
In 1953 some of the artists in Bombay felt 
the need of another group of practising artists 
to maintain a continuity of the Progressive 
Group In 1953 a new group came into being 
with those members of the Progressive Group 
who were still in India and a few others like 
Hebbar, Chavda, Mohan Samant, Har 
Krishan Lai, Laxman Pai and Baburao Sad- 


welkar They called themselves the Bombay 
Group But it never made a mark as a group, 
because of the hcteiogencity ot its members. 
Its disintegration was as unnoticed as was its 
formation 

The art movement in Bombay continued in 
multi-dimensional fashion KK Hebbar dealt 
with a variety of subjects, drawn mainly from 
everyday life and aspects of natural phe¬ 
nomena with a distinct flavour ot national 
identity He was awarded the coveted Gold 
Medal of the Bombay Art Society in 1947. 
which was then considered to be the most 
prestigious award for a painter in India j 
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professional painter with a 
professional approach. He 
enjoys painting as is evi¬ 
dent from his convases 
which speak in an abstract 
idiom. 

I must make a mention of 
a few women artists too 
who have made their mark 
for their ingenuity in evolv¬ 
ing distinctive modes of ex¬ 
pression. Nalini Malani, 
Meera Devidayal, Suruchi 
Chand and Hema Joshi 
among them, have been 
working consistently and 
have exhibited their work 
regularly over the years, in 
Bombay and other art cen¬ 
tres in India and abroad 
Before I close my 
account of Bombay artists I 
must mention Badri Na- 
rain He stands alone, but 
firmly in a distinctive 
sphere of his choice He has 
steered clear of the con¬ 
flicts that ail our contem¬ 
porary movement and has 
chosen the path of fantasm 


UntitiMi. Water colour 



SURUCHI CHAND 
UntMed.Oil 


W hile numerous Bombay painters were 
experimenting in techniques employed 
by leading artists in the West, in order to 
evolve a contemporary mode of expression, a 
young group stood apart and produced some 
outstanding work in traditional Indian style 
The leader of this band of young artists was 
S B Palsikar Tins group included among 
others—Gaitonde, Mohan Samant, A A. 
Raiba and Almelkar—all products of Sir J J. 
School of Art. They strove to achieve 
contemporaneity on the basis of Indian tradi¬ 
tion, which was anathema to several of their 
compatriots They persevered not merely in 
search of their roots but their application on a 
pictorial expression in step with the changing 
ideas of the age. The results were fascinating. 
Most of them had the distinction of winning 
the Gold Medal of Bombay Art Society— 
Palsikar in 1949, Almelkar in 1953, Raiba in 
1955 and Samant in 1956. The sum total of 
their contribution to the emerging contempor¬ 
ary movement was not insignificant. 

Mention has to be made also of Akbar 
Padamsee and Tyeb Mehta. Akbar belongs to 
the group of young rebels who had challenged 
the academic trend of the Forties. Keenly 
conscious of the grassroots of creativity, he 
has made a study of and imbibed the fun¬ 
damentals of aesthetics which emboldens him 
to march ahead with conviction. Tyeb hon¬ 
ours the modernist predilection and has 
chalked out his own path on eclectic lines to 
depict tortured humans. He makes use of it 
with a finesse all his own. I would also like to 
mention Bal Chhabda, a non-professional 


and day dreams. 


I n the Sixties a major section of the contem¬ 
porary art movement in Western India 
shifted to Baroda wtth the establishment of 
the Faculty of Fine Art in the M S Universi¬ 
ty. The Faculty turned out a large number of 
young artists who were trained under the 
enlightened guidance of N S Bendre and 
Sankho Chaudhury Bendre was successful in 
inculcating in them a spirit of modernity 
through his own experimentations in many a 
painterly “ism” prevalent in the West and so 
did Sankho in the sphere of sculpture. K.G. 
Subramaniyam also provided an enlightened 
leadership in the growth of contemporary 
consciousness. Several of their disciples 
spread to various parts of India and some 
continued in the faculty. Ratan Parimoo, 
Jeram Patel, Nasreen Mohammedi, Mahen- 
dra Pandya, Jyoti Bhatt and Ghulam Sheikh 
continue to impart to their students new 
idioms in painting, printmaking and sculpture. 

Among those who left Baroda after their 
training are G.R. Santosh, Shanti Dave and 
Laxma Goud. 

A galaxy of artists have worked in Western 
India, in the post-Independence period, in 
diverse techniques and styles. Their common 
objective has been to evolve a language 
appropriate for the presentation of contem¬ 
porary sensibility. The ideas of people, 
however, is changing constantly—the pictorial 
language too has to keep up with it. • 

Hmm Chattnil/Bonibay 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Why the IPKF failed 

Kadicin provides an engaging account of India's Sri Lankan fiasco 


A s a record of the Indian Peace 
Keeping Force’s (IPKF's) un¬ 
happy experiences in Sri 
Lanka, Rafesh Kadian's recent book 
IS a siimulating ic.id liidni \ 
Sri Lanka Fiasco is an engaging 
account, full of interesting details and 
insights, of the IPKF’s offensive 
against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE)—beginning with Op¬ 
eration Pa wan in late 1987 and ending 
with the withdrawal this March 
Kadian is clearly well- 
versed in military mat¬ 
ters He IS at his best 
when explaining—often 
critically—the strategy- 
employed by the aims s 
top brass in what was 
largely a guerrilla war 
There is a marvellous 
chapter on the battle for 
Jaffna (“Was the num¬ 
ber of men the army em¬ 
ployed for the operation 
too smair^’’, “Were in¬ 
telligence estimates ot 
the LTTE’s strength fai 
off the mark'^’’, “Did the 
forte really have to lose 
some 300 men to take 
the city'^’’) and intel¬ 
ligently written descrip¬ 
tions of the army's 
attempt to engage the 
Tigers in the jungles ol 
northern and eastern Sn 
Lanka 

If the book has its weak (even 
bland) parts, it is because Kadian 
hasn’t been able to resist the tempta¬ 
tion of making it more than a military 
account—of also wanting h' play the 
historian and political analyst It is 
here that India's Sn Lanka Fiasco 
reads pretty much like any ot those 
innumerable popular accounts of the 
island's so-called ethnic cnsis 

Kadian devotes some sections to a 
potted history of Sn Lanka -the ori¬ 
gins of the Tamil and Siiihala races, 
the wars between their kingdoms and 
the years ol colonisation under the 
Portuguese, the Dutch and finally the 
British. He also traces the politics of 
the island after Independence the 
growth of Tamil nationalism, the 
progressive Sinhala domination and 


the gradual alienation of the former 
community from the national main¬ 
stream 

While “a politico-historical perspec¬ 
tive” may be essential to understand¬ 
ing the turbulent years that followed 
the signing of the India-Sn Lanka 
accord, its place in Kadian’s book is, 
nevertheless, questionable For one, 
Kadian’s political history is much too 
sketchy and serves to intrude on his 
main concern (the IPKF fiasco) rather 



Rajesh Kadian is at his 
best when explaining 
the strategy employed 
by the army's top brass 
in what was largely a 
guerrilla war 


than nouri'>h it For anothci, it lelies 
wholly on secondary tources (unlike 
his descriptions of the aimy operations 
which have largely been pieced 
together from oral accounts) 

But to be fair to Kadian, the “pers¬ 
pective-lending ” sections are mercitul- 
iy brief and the bulk of his book is 


devoted to mailers on which he is 
comfortable and fluent. 

Although some may think Kadian is 
too soft on the IPKF (there is little Or 
nothing on the mdisciiininate killing 
of civilians in Valvettithurai and else¬ 
where Its (.oinplicitv in the forcible 
conscripiion of young men by militant 
groups opposed to the LTTE and 
numerous allegations ot torture and 
ill-tiealmeni), the book has a nght- 
minded attitude about it 

Kadian IS harsh on the 
liidia-Sri Lanka accord, 
which he correctly 
thinks was a farce as it 
did not have the support 
ot the vaiious Tamil 
groups And despite im¬ 
plying sometimes—if 
only unwittingly—that 
the battle would have 
taken another course 
had the army employed 
different tactics (“Was 
the SLR 7 iC mni an 
in.ippi.ipn.iU' wc.ipon 
(oi elosi loiiib.il sitna 
tions ’ ■ Well the V M 

senes of radio sets not 
powerful enough for use 
in built Ufi areas'”, 
"Why weie sufficient 
i|i antities of nickel cad¬ 
mium batteiies not 
; made available’’’), Ka- 
i di,>n really bclives that 
J this was an unwinnabla 
w,ii ()iie ih.il w.is li'isied on the aims 
bv .1 shoit sighted ,ind undulv optimis¬ 
tic pohiK.il esi.ihlishnieiii 

I'ht author says that the Sn Lankan 
experience has underlined the need to 
understand "why accords fail’ and re¬ 
define “India's national security and 
geostrategic perspectives” To an ex¬ 
tent, Kadian himself has attempted to 
do just this in his book But his real 
contribution has been to provide what 
IS perhaps the first complete, intelli¬ 
gent and detailed account of the 
IPKF's military adventuie in Sn 
Lanka ^nd m a mannci that is almost 
always spirited and engaging • 

Mukund Padnumabhan 
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Victory, at last! 

Om Prakash Chautala wms at Darha Kalan, hut not all Janata 
Dal leaders are happy 


”1 In (ine sense il Wiis .in 
I (>n)in;it\ b\ eleeiion 


I ti> an AsseinI'lv seat 
In .mother sense it 
was (iiieial tot the 
e(|n,iti()n lietween the 
i it.ms ot the Janata 
MARYANA depeinleci on itt. 

oilteome So on 26 
M<i\ all eves were lociissed on the 
I)arha Kalan Assenihlv eonstituencs 
in llai\ana, trorn wheie ()m Prakash 
(.'hantal.i the lorniei ihiel minister 


•ind the eldest son ol the lat supremo, 
Depiits Prime Mirnstei Chaudh.iiv 


national outer\ 

I orlunately foi ('htmtal.i, he had 
the IJarba Kal.in eonstituciKV to lie- 
monstiale his popuhnitv when most 
people acLUsei.1 him ol haiing en- 
gmeeied the Meharn \iolenee lot 
L)e\i I al too, il Was .i erueial test lie 
had been dopgeilly defending his son 
against <i barrage of iiitieism over the 
Meh.im incidents and Daiba 
Kalan was one place vhere he could 
vindicate his stand If C'htiul.ila won, 
Devi L<il could tell Prime Ministei 
V P Singh - who had sided with 
(.'hautala’s critics that his bov wasn't 


the cle\il he was being made out to be 
And eventually Chautala did win 
In a huge margin ol .S4,()()l) votes—the 
second largest margin m any bv- 
elcction m the state All the othei nine 
candidates, including the t ongress(l) 
candidate. lagdish Nehra.had to for¬ 
feit their dcpirsiis 'Ihe voting pattern 
showed that t hautala still en|oyed a 
strong base in llie state Ovei 70 per 
cent of the voteis had evercised their 
franchise II was a convincing victoiy 
lor t hautaia and he had expecled it 
The former chief minister h;id not 
even bothered to appoint an election 


; Dcm 1 al Was 

I seeking election to 
Ihe si,lie Assemblv 
j Foi < hautaia, it was a 
! t|uest)on of his political 
suivival As for Devi 
I .il. his credibility was 
at stake After Devi l,al 
relinc|Uished the chief 
I ministership of llaiyana 
! to tieconie the Deputy 
I Pi line Minister, Chauta 
I la was nominated bv the 
! st.itc iaiiata D.il legisla- 
! line p.irty as the chief 
I mmistei Hut he was not 
i an Ml A then and was 
; constitutionally bound 
I to be come one within six 
months, lie first tried 
i doing so 111 Mehaiii, in 
■ lebiu.itv, but the elec- 
I Ill'll was countermanded 
; because ot brut.il and 
mnuilcss Moleiice f resh 
e i e I 1 1 o n s were 

' anii''uiKi'd III Mehttm 
and also m I t.irlia K.ilan 
' Ur M.i\ ,ind t hautaia 
decided to contest from 
both Irtir polling III 
'■lebain w.is coiiiilei 
niaiulcil |r | the' second 
iinii' lollov III!.' ilic niui- 
dc I ol \niii .Singh, an 
indc pc '!■ i' 11 ' V .hiclidale 
and ( h.'inasi had to ics- 
, igii ti ll , inel miiiis- 


teiship 


t.icc ot a 



agent for the crucial 
poll 

The government had 
ttiken no chances this 
time and made an un¬ 
precedented security 
arrangement for the 
Darba Kaltin poll Thir¬ 
ty SIX companies of the 
Central Reserve Police 
Force (C'RPF) had been 
deployed and. for the 
first time, the deputy 
election commissioner 
was himself present in 
the constituency to en¬ 
sure that a Mcham-type 
situation was not repe¬ 
ated The stakes in this 
by-electiori wcie clearly 
too high. 

Fortunately, the poll¬ 
ing was peaceful The 
only moment of anxiety 
for the large police force 
was when Jagdish Nehra 
approached the election 
commissioner with a let¬ 
ter, in which he alleged 
that an Independent 
candidate, Santokh 
Singh, had been mur¬ 
dered But on the fol¬ 
lowing day, Singh was 
traced by the police and 
the constituency heaved 
a sigh of relief. 

The Darba Kalan re¬ 
sults came as a severe 
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Not a clean sweep 


The Congress(J) gains even as the LFemerges on 
top in the municipal polls 


T 




Banarsi Om ttw 

Oal batter 


blow to the critics o) C'hautala 
and Dcvi Lai within the Janata Dal. 
who had only davs ayo taken the 
difficult deciiion to ask Chaulala to 
step down The first to comment on 
the results was Devi Lai lie told 
leporiers in Delhi with undisguised 
glee, "He (( hdutala) will win Irum 
Meham also with a thumping ma|oi- 
ify '■ Chautala himself, in a subdued 
gesture, circulated a press lelcase.in 
which he claimed he was elected 
despite the smear-campaign in news¬ 
papers which had said tliat he had 
committed a murder of democracy in 
Meham 

What would Chautala do now * 
There is no doubt that bcvaiisc ol the 
strange power Chautala wields ovei 
his father, the party would have no 
option but to rehabilitate him sooner 
or later But would V P Singh take 
the unpopular decision ol making 
Chautala the chiel minister again ’ 

In all probability, not Having a 
non-Jat chief minister in Banarsi Das 
Gupta suits the Janata Dal Also, 
though there w eie gio win g 
apprehensions that Devi L.al would try 
and bring his son to Parliament and 
later insist on a berth toi him m the 
Cabinet, this did not seem an 
immediate possibilty It is also unlike¬ 
ly that Chautala would now risk stand¬ 
ing in the Meham by-election, due in 
three months' time The most likely 
development arising out of Devi Lai's 
pressure tactics is the nomination of 
Chautala to a party position as a 
compromise for the humiliation he 
suffered after Meham. • 

KMu Sartn/Nmw IMM. 


When the state's 74 
municipalities went 
to the polls on 27 
May a Marxist 
sweep w'as piobably 
inevitable Since 
l‘f77, almost every 
WKSTBLNLAI election (whether to 
the Lok Sabha or tO a 
local bod\) has produced a comfoit- 
ablc Left f ront victoiy Onlv this wm 
was diltcient Amidst the chorus of 
I self-congratulations, came the mur¬ 
murs of disquiet True, the Lott Front 
Was the cie.ii -cut \ ictor with sweeping 
wins in 50 towns But unseemly squab¬ 
bles within the Lroni, persistent re- 
poits ol iiggmg and the dogged com- 
c'M k ol the Congress! 1) dimmed the 


Front’s allure 

While state transport minister 
Shyamal Chakraborty tli inked the 
people foi another “o\i rwhelming 
victory," Congress!I) leaders quietly, 
but perhaps prematurely, acknow¬ 
ledged that they had fought their way 
out of the darkness Wrs'stmg seven 
municipalities from the Lett Front, the 
Congrcssfl) now controls Jb towns, six 
more than the previous total Inde- 

E endeiits hold the key in Naihati, 
fhulian, Birnagai and Jiaganj- 
Azimganj. while the toss of a com will 
decide the fate of foui others 
(Baidyabati. Daihat, Bolpur and 
Mathabhanga) as the Congress! 1) and 


the Left Front have won an equal 
nutnbci ol waids "We have done 
betiei this tunc even though our sup¬ 
porters weren't allowed tovote inmany 
places,' said the ebullient Congress(l) 
state general sccretarv, Piadip Bhat- 
tachaiya, who shiillv complained ab¬ 
out electoral atiocitics bv the com¬ 
munists in the state 

Majoi morale boosicis tor the Con¬ 
gress!!) are the sweeps at Budge 
Budge and Behrampore Budge 
Budge, on the outskiits ol Calcutta, 
was a CPI!M) stronghold At Behram- 
pore, Sankaidas Pal. Congrcss!l) 
chairman ot the municipalitv, had the 
last laugh Late last year,state urban 
development ,md IocmI government 
minister Buddhadev Bhattacharya su¬ 


perseded tread dissolved) the munici- 
p.iliiy tor financial improprieties, 
though the the High Court later 
reversed the decision The people of 
Behrampoie h<ive taught Buddhadev 
Bhattacharya a lesson for insulting 
them," Pal remaiked, while Congres- 
sfl) leaders called lor the ministei's 
lesignalion 

Minor mishaps apart, the Left Front 
remains m control, winning over 7(K) 
wards fmcluding .580 by the CPI-M) to 
the Congress!I) s 41(S In the districts 
of Hooghly, Burdwan and North 24 
Parganas, the CPI(M) steamrollered 
all opposition, winning all 19 wards in 
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Baii.ickpiirc, II ol tht; 15 iii toai rich 
I kaiiijiari) 11 ol Ih in Bhadicswar and 
j 14 out ol 2*^' m the lorntei Dutch i 
’ coloiiv ol ( hirtsurah 

I'ven in victory disccnsion [rlagiied 
the I ett Iron! From his conilort.ihic 1 
peich in Wiiieis'Huildmy’s state at’ti j 
' eiiltuie minister Kanial (uilia ol tin. i 
f oivvaid Bloc (one ol the lour md|oi 
Left f ton! constituents) accused tin j 
; (l’I(M) of loinini.' hands uiih the j 
! C'onyiessd) to defeat 1 orvvaid Bloc 
1 candidates m ( ooch Behat chstiict ol \ 
j north BenL’:il " I he (onetess(I) and 
I the ( F’KM) definitelv had a )oiril plan 
! of action in vvaids (i ,ind K of the 
i ffinhata miinicipalitv, he leeielted 

I In Dhiilain f oiwaid Bloc candidates 

■ contested .igainst ( 1M(M) men, sshile 
1 in Beldantta the ( Pl(M)-suppoited 
1 Na);arik ( ommiltee touiihl the KSf’ 

; f veil III Murshidtihacl, ( i'l and for , 

' ward ftloc leadeis sus|iect that the ' 

[ ( PI(M) c.ini[>aiftned aeainst them j 

' ! 

It the C'onutessl I) asked loi Bud- 
' dhadev Bfialtachaiya s lesijtnalion. 

the Bliaratiya lan.iia Patty (B.IP) de- 
j manded chief ministei .Ivon Basil’s 
; scalp toi cieatiiijj a “Mehain-like 
I situation in West Bengal " Wfiile 
policemen turned a Nelscin's eve, 
comphiecnt oflicials and ( PltM) 

■ toughs turned out polling agents, stuf¬ 
fed ballot boxes and beat up t ongies- 

' s(I) woikcis In B.iranagore, and 
, Bhiitpara, and in Ntuhalt and Kan- 
i chrapara, all industrial townships 
close to ('aleutta. red teiioi pievailed 
I for several hours Bui such rough-stulf 
I was clearlv a ease of ovet-kill the I.ell 
‘ Front would h.ive won in anv case 

Not onlv do the l.cft Lront leaders 
! deny the existence of their “action 
' .sejuads", they even ileny that Con- 
i gressmen and then toughs (ought 
I pitched battles in some places “ The 
I chaiges by the C'ongiessfl) are base- 
j less,” claimed state health ministei 
I Pia.santa Sur If the Left Front is 
i exultant and the Congress!I) can 
j now dtire to hope, the BJP. apait from 
I the heated Meham-in-Bengal ihetonc. 

1 quietly accepted complete defeat Of 
I Its 8()6-odd candidates, an inconseque- 
1 ntial tew weie successful More im- 
I portant than any municipality is the 
' Calcutta Corporation elections on 
June 17. In the 198.5 polls, the Left 
' Front fiad won by a hair's breadth 
! Fhis time too, the Lett Front remains 
a step ahead, but the Congress(I), re- 
vitali/.ed by the recent results is now 
hoping for an upset vicloiy. • 

I Srinjoy Chowdhury/Calcutta 

L ___ _ ____ 


Memorie s of MGR 

A memorial to the former chief minister is 
inaugurated in Madras amidst controversy 



(In 17 May, a gigaii- comes across a stuffed lion in the lust 
tic memorial was m- flooi hall, the pieserved remains of 
augurateil in Madras the film-star-tuined-politician s pet 
bv Jantiki Kamaeliaii- Among the expensive items is a silver 
than Its sprawling \ tree w'lfh a solid girltl mango hanging 
looms display ;in in- \ from a branch, symbolising i(lh(i\jkti- 
credible number ol ! ni —meaning a heail-like Ituit, a name 
articles wrapped in | conferred on M(iK In AIADMK 
memories ol the lor- | founder (' N Annadtitai -Xnti one 


mei AIADMK chief minister, M fi 
Ramachandran The fur cap, the dark 
glasses, the Seiko spoits timer with its 
verv broad band- all of MGR's 
trademaiks are on show One even 



cannot miss the aciiuamaniit Amhas 
sadot that M(iR used Iheie iire va¬ 
rious letters on displav loti liom dig- 
nitaiie'- in v.iiied fields /vniorig lh..'m 
are letters ol lotinci Irientl .ind latei 
ai ch-i IV al-tiii lied - enemV . K.ii iin.i- 
nidhi 

The inauguiation ol M(iR s memo 
rial brought to an end moiillis ot sits 
pense ovei the piopei cxeeulion ot the 
late leadei's will Namine N ( 
Raghavachiiri lawvci anti long time 
friend, as tin executoi of his wdi 
MGR had left detailed mstiuctions (or 
setting up this triemoiial Biii Ragha- 
vachati hatl not been loo suctesslul 
with an imcoopciativc Jamiki showing 
no desire to part with the v.irious arti¬ 
cles. some very expensive Filially, 
Raghdvachaii bowed out altei hand¬ 
ing over the chaige to M Raiendian, 
a close relative ot Janaki Woik began 
last yeai, with Janaki sanctioning Rs 


Cadre taj 

BJP workers come to rule Madhya Pradesh 

W ho runs Madhya Pradesh? transferred from the city last year 

Well, the Bharatiya Janata alter they were accused of having 

Party (BJP), of course. But there acted in a partisan manner during 

is more to it than meets the eye, a communal not With the change 

for chief minister Sunder Lai Pat- of government in the state, the 

wa is insisting that government three policemen, with the help of 

officials take their orders from some BJP MLAs, brought press- 

BJP workers. urc on Sahay and Patwa tog&t 

Tj'his came to light in a recent posted back in Indore. But DGP 

, controversy involving chief minis- Malviya has refused to budge, 

,, ter Batwa, home minister Shitia de,spite requests from Patwa. He 

Sahay and the .state’s director has stuck to his point that no sifOh 

general of police (DGP). P.D. transfer could be allowed until an 

Malviya, enquiry into the conduct of the 

The controversy centres on the three cops was complete, 
posting of three town inspectors This intransigence Of the DGP 

of Indore policdi They were so irked the chief minister that 
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tour lakhs foi the pro|eci. aiul eulmin- i 
aied m the dramatic opcninj; List 
month 

The drama mainK consisted of m- 
tra-party politicking For one, Janaki 
follower Paul Hector Pandiyan was 
heckled by Jayalalilha loyalists till the 
police escorted him to satet\ In 
another incident, former ministers and 
•layalalitha followers S 1 hirunavukar- 
usu, R M Veerappan and S Muthus- 
wamv were ptesent in the ceremcMU 
Later AlADMK senior joint geiicial 
secietary S D Somasundaram anti the 
parte lieadt]uarters setretan C Aian- 
ganayagam— both staunch .layalalitha 
faithfuls—took up the mattei and 
wanted to l.iunv wh\ the three had 
flocked to the memorial anti posed loi 
snapshots with lanaki withiMit taking 
the pcimission ol parl\ general secict- 
arv Jayalalitha I'his is pictty ridicu 
lous, according to othei y\lAI)MK 
members, siiuc it is imptissible to get 
in touch with .lavtilalitha .invwav 

Petty polities .ipart the memoiial 
Itself IS quite a eiowd-pullei All the 
hind memories th.il OMk supiemo 
M Karunanidhi would love to ettisc, 
have once again flooded the masses 
“We feel his presence," savs Mari- 
muthu, a tanner “After this," t hips in 
his wife Mookamma. "we art going to 
hts samadhi It is like visiting a tem¬ 
ple—he had been so good to us, the 
poor ” Looks like Karunanidhi will 
have a tough time fighting this resurg¬ 
ence of MCiR's popularity • 

R. Bhagwan S 'mgh/Madraa 


announced in a meeting of senior 
f police officers in Bhopal that all 
government officials, particularly 
those posted in the districts, 
woukf have to work on the basis 
of guidelines provided to them by 
BJP worker.s. 

This attempt on Patwa’s part to 
make the administration subser¬ 
vient to his partymen and intro¬ 
duce a cadre ra) has been deeply 
resented by the state police. Said 
a senior officer; “If the govern¬ 
ment wants us to work on the 
adv^e of the BJP workers and if 
tfHs is goipg to be the criterion for 
, jtidgmg the competence of a 
, police official, then there is hard¬ 
ly any difference between the 
previous Congressfl) regime and 
the present government.” • 


Teething troubles 

BJP MPs are unhappy with chief minister Sunder 
Lai Patwa's way of functioning 


M.V. fOMIIMlpMir 


11 power fails to coi- 
rupt. It certainly 
spawns dissidence 
C'hicf minister Sun¬ 
der Lai Patwa has 
realised this ot late. 
MADHYA ‘1'^ several Bharatiya 

PRADKSH Janata Party (Bl'P) 

MPs have Started 
lobbying against him with the party s 
nation.il leadership m Delhi The 
MPs, led bv the irrepressible Dilip 
Kum.ii loode\, have complained 
.ig.unst Patwa's stvie ot functioning 
and have lequcstcd the national lead- 
ciship to take remedial measures 
Fh.it the HIP high command took 
the complaint scnouslv is evident from 
the t.ict that it advised Patwa to begin 
a ch.iloguc with the clisattected Ml’s 
I'hc best wav to do this was, ol couise, 
ovei food So, Pyaielal Khandelv-al. 

MP and gcnci.i! secret--- 

aiv ot tiic St. lie BJP.- 

hosted a cimiici which 
w.ts attcncicil bv Patwa 
and most MPs bom the 
state 

Accoicimg to B.IP in¬ 
siders. the leaders ex- ! 
changed view's treely, 
without making any 
effort to hide then dil- 
teiences I he MPs tcild 
the chief mimsiei dcarlv 
that they were finding it 
cmbaiiassing to visit Br 

their constituencies as » 

the governmcnl had f 

tailed to wipe oil (arm . 

loans, w'liich was one of J 

the impoiiani piomises | 

the pariv had m.ulc he- ' 

foie the flections ' 

Joodev IS .ilso sore 
over the f.ict that the 
Centie ha, urned down 
the state's proposal of Sanderiji 

setting up . coal-based L-- _ 

fertiliser plant at Korba The MP had 
declared that he would get the project 
cleared if the BJP was elected to 
powei, but Deputy Prime Minister 
Devi Lai announced m Parliament 
recently that the project had been 
abandoned 

Much to Patwa’s embarrassment, 
the BJP MPs are now demanding that 



thev should be iiommated .is chaiiYnen 
ot the distnci dccclopmeni boards 
(DDB) This police was followed by 
the formci C'ongressjl) chief minister, 
Motildl Vor.i. wlui .luthorised MPs— 
as chairmen c'l the fiDBs to sanction 
money up to rupees one ciore for 
developmental work \s .in (tpposi- 
tion leader at that time P.itwa was 
eiitical about this policy. Inn is now 
undei pressure from his own paity 
colleagues to adopt a policy that he 
had once denoiinceil 

The talk ot the dissiclenee is in> 
longer confined to the party but h.is 
become a topic of discussion in the 
local press .inci political ciicles The 
man who is likclv to gam the most out 
of these iniicr-p.irty diffeiences is tc'i 
mer duet ministei Kailash Joshi, wlu' 
was a conlendei lor the chief iiiiiiis 
teiship Joshi has refused to .iccepi 


Sand^ tjl Pat wa; iilwawiiryl» 0< HMidk _| 

le MP had senior ministerial posts in (he Patwa 
he project Cabinet despite much persuasion by 
riccted to the chief minister himself and the 
■ Minister party high command And now that 
’arliament the pitch seems to be queering tot 
had been Patwa, Joshi is expected to step up his 
activities and emerge from the sh.r- 
rrassment, dows. • 
nding that M.V. Kher/Raipur 
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Demolition drama 


The action of a government official stuns 
the state Cabinet 



GOA 


They rammeJ lorries 
into the walls of .1 
house to bring it 
down And it was a 
real house--<)t briek 
and moitai —and not 
a plywood stiuslure 
on the sets of a Horn 
bay film studio The 
demolition work began at d 30 am on 
12 May By 1.20 pm the house was 
razed to the ground 
The incident has stiiied a hoinet’s 
nest in state capital Panap as ministers 
and other political bigwigs failed to 
restrain a young IAS officer from 
going ahead with tlie |ob V^'ijay Dev, 


I the mattci Dev. apparently, had not 
issued any show-cause notice to Antao 
I before he began battering down the 
I house 

I By 10 30 am, the paper contacted 
I P V Jayaknshna, the chief secretary 
I of the state, and the deputy chief 
I minister, Ramakant Khalap, request¬ 
ing them to restrain Dev According 
to sources, Khalap sent a wireless 
message to Dev through Vasco police 
station, asking him to stop the demoli¬ 
tion work And if Antao is to be be¬ 
lieved, the message reached Dev at 
12.30 pm. But the demolition con¬ 
tinued regardless According to Dev, 
howevei, he received Khalap's in¬ 



TW— Nrfng removd from Antoo’a houte; prsonal vndett* 


deputy collector of Mormugao, in 
south Goa, who conducted the opera- 
i tion refused to budge despite having 
! been ordered by the government to 
stop. 

The house, located in an area 
known for its illegal constructions, be¬ 
longed to Edmund Antao, a Goman- 
\ tak Times correspondent based at Alto 
i Dabolim. in Vasco. The owners of the 
house were away when Dev arrived 
with his army of demohshers and got 
down to w'ork But as soon as Antao 
learnt about Dev's mission, he con¬ 
tacted the Gonuiniak Times head 
office and infoimed the papei about 
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struction only after the house had 
been razed to the ground. 

Ironically, 70 per cent of the people 
in the area, who belong to the working 
class, live in illegally constructed 
houses. The problem has arisen 
becauseof an acute shortage of housing 
at affordable prices in the port tow n of 
Vasco The authorities have, there¬ 
fore, been legalising the structures by 
levying house tax as long as the occu¬ 
pants have valid ration cards, power 
connections and can prove that their 
names figure in the voters’ list. Why, 
then, was Antao's house singled out 
for demolition'^ 


Obviously, Dev’s action smacks of 
vengeance and vendetta The story 
dates back to 19 March, when Antao 
filed a report in the Gomantak Times 
on the demolition of a mosque in 
Zuarinagai by Dev despite a 'no 
objection certificate’ having been 
issued by the local panchavai regard¬ 
ing its construction. On 22 March, 
Antao followed up his story with 
another report on the reactions of the 
local Muslims who were “set to hold 
namaz in front of the collectorate" 
Antao thus incurred Dev's wrath 
On the very next day, Dev tried to 
demolish Antao's house, but failed as 
the newsman succeeded in producing 
some valid documents. In frustiation, 
Dev carried away a few' tiles and swore 
to “teach him (Antao) a lesson". 

Antao retaliated by filing a com¬ 
plaint with the police, accusing Dev of 
criminal tresspass and dacoiry On 27 
March, Dev sent feelers to Antao 
through the sarpanch of Chicalim, 
stating that he was ready to 
resolve the dispute, it 
Antao withdrew the 
complaint he had lodged 
with the police 

To make peace, 
Antao agreed to Dev’s 
terms, but the latter 
went on to make fresh 
demands after Antao 
withdrew the complaint 
Dev now wanted Antao 
to issue an apology in 
the form of a newspaper 
advertisement for filing 
the story on the demoli¬ 
tion of the mosque At 
this point, Antao de¬ 
cided that enough was 
enough. He hit back by 
making public a tape- 
recorded conversation 
to prove that Dev was 
trying to extract an apol¬ 
ogy from him. 


Since then Antao passed through a 
harrowing time No less than nine 
attempts were made by Dev to demol¬ 
ish Antao's house, but he failed on 
every occasion Realising that Dev 
was being vindictive, Antao 
approached chief minister L.P. Barbo¬ 
sa, deputy chief minister R.D Kha¬ 
lap, revenue minister Kashinath Jhal- 
mi and tourism minister C’hurchill Ale- 
mao for protection. The four leaders 
directed Dev to desist from making 
fuither attempts to demolish Antao’s 
house Moreover, on 11 May Antao 
moved an application under Section 
192 of the Land Revenue Code before 
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» Jhalmi, m which he appealed to the 
I minister to call for all records of the 
I proceedings against his house But on 
' 12 May. the house was demolished 
I Dev's action spaiked oft a row in 
, the state Cabinet The four ministers, 
including chief minister Baibosa, won- 
! dered what gave Dev the com age to 
, disiegard then insluictions Jhainu ac- 
j cused industries ministei Maiivin 
I (Jodinho of supporting Dev and a war 
I of words began between Ciodmho and 
i Khalap when the laitei suggested that 
I Dev he suspended 
i Dev hovvevei. defends his move 
I tinwaveringlv I was fully aware of 
j the i.onsec|Uences, hut 1 dcmolisheil 
I the house because it vvas illegal The 
governnienl must allow me to work as 
I fiei ilu law ' savs Dev 'The ownei 
; neithei had the land conversion eei- 
j tlfic.ile noi the title of the land 

But I erdino Rebello, chief of tlic 
Citi/ens loi Democititv, a civil lights 
^ organisation, accuses Dev of having 
vK'laled the veiv law he is trving to 
uphold ‘ I'oi every demolition a 
show-cause notice has to be served 
But this was not done in this case And 
if the land conveision certificate was 
not available. the maximum 


taken Now. after a 
row in the state Cabinet, 
Dev has been tran.sfer- 
red from south (Joa and 
an enc|uir\ has been 
ouleied into the ease 
But, curiously, it is 
.l.tyakrishnan who has | 
been ,isked to c.itrv out I 
the piobe 'The chief [ 
secicl.iiN h.icl been in- j 
scp.u.iblv linked to the 
issue till the last niomen- ! 
t 1 low c ,111 such .1 peison 
to cause a rift within the Progicssivc conduct a laii 111411111’ ,isks .Aiitau ! 
Democratic Front (PDF) Soon after Meanwhile, the |otim,iiist lemains ' 

It came to power, the PDF anncvunced homeless llis Inciicls .md colleagues ^ 

that all top posts in the state would be 
tilled up bv Cioan officers, while those 
from other parts of India would be 
tiansleiied I'his policy decision has 
irked the non-Goan officialdom and it 
IS trving to drive a wedge between the inodation on h'lmaiiit.iiian gioiincls 

PDl- leaders so as to rendei them m- But Antao 0 unlikely to he pkicated , 

effective by this show of benevolence He has > 

CJn the day before the demolition theatened to go to the Supieme Court 

was cariieci out, a meeting was held if he fails to net justice and is not 

between chief sccietary Javakrishnan, adccjuatclv compens.ifed And it he 

the collector of south Goa, .lose Phil- does, it could mean the beginnme ol „ 

hp, and Dev, in which the decision to long battle • 

demolish .'\ntao s house was I Bosco DeS€HiaaEremita/Panaji 


have decided to raise funds so that he 
could rc'biiild the tunisc fiiit in view of 
the appro,idling monsoon the state 
government has dccidc l to piovide 
Antao with .in ,tlic'i uaiive .iccom- 


punishmcnt m such a 
case could only be a 
fine,” says an indignant 
Rebellit "Besides,” he 
adds, "the house has a 
puncliayat house niim- 
bei and electricity con¬ 
nection The demolition 
IS illegal'” 

Political analysts sus¬ 
pect that the operation 
was masterminded by a 
section of the stale's 
lAS office!s m order 
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LITERATURE 


To market , to m arket 

Once Vishva Bharati's copyright on Tagore lapses, private 
publishers could he on to a bonanza 


T he countdown has bc^un (o 
Januaiy, wlicii Vishv.i 

Bharati’s copvnght to Rabindra¬ 
nath Tagore’s works will lapse I ilty 
years after tlic Nobel I aureate's 
death, his works aie up for giabs And 
the publishing world uail\ to pounee 
Not surpnsitiglv, V'lshv.i Bhar.iti — 
the universitv founded b\ Tagore in 
Santiniketan--IS reluctant to let go of 
its pri/e possession Hoping loi a 
change in the laws, it lecently 
appealed to chief ministei .lyoti Basu. 
to get the copyright extended by 
anothei 'it) yeais The subieet was 
bioughi up in rarlianient too, but In¬ 
dia. a signatiuv of the Beine (’(inven¬ 
tion, is bound by international codes 
and the possibility of making an e\ 
ception in this ease seems i emote 
Vishva Bharali h.is ,i point Indiscri¬ 
minate publication of lagore’s works 
would flood the market walh ill-cditcd, 
even distorted, versions of the poet’s 
works. It fears, harming his im.ige and 
that of Bengali eultuie as ,i whole ‘.As 
it IS. the number of T'agoie schol.irs 
competent enough to edit his works is 
j limited.” says Nimai Sadhaii Bose ex 
I viee-chaneelli'i, Vishv.i Bharati 'll 
j wasn’t easy loi Vishva Bharati eithei, 
1 but long expeiieiice and expertise 
makes ii niore competent than most 
' .Mihough S’lshva Hhaiati makes 
I much vi( tile fait lh.it then ceisioiisof 
i Tagore’s woiks aie the only authentic 
I ones. It might have a vested mteiest in 
1 keeping the copyright going In.i com¬ 
petitive in.iiket, the university will 
have to Unvei its cost ol production 
j dr.islu .illv, .mil some lelrenebmenl 
: seems inevii.ible 

' Wh.it woi ks ag.iiiist the umveisiiy is 
i th.it Its publii ations however .lulhen- 
■ tic, ,iie fiei|uentlv un.ivailable It only 
1 provides a select lew tiiinslatii'ns in 
; some region.il l.ingu.iges and [•nghsh, 
' vvhilc l.igoie's lollected works arc 
! (iiilv .iViiilable in the oiigiiial Beng.ili 
I ( I lie lolleetion h.is been Ir.insl.ited 
I into l.ip.mese by loieign sthol.iis- 
j though the wi'rk is noi e.isilv .iv.tilalile 
I in hull.I .111(1 woik on the Kiissi.in 
j edition is in progiess ) 

I Whai '11,ikes the sitii.it'on even 
; in.'ie iiaeiesliii" is ih.it .i tnimbei ol 


T'.igore's original works are unpub¬ 
lished as yei After the death of Puliri 
Beh.iri Sen, the editor and central pil¬ 
lar of Tagore" leseareh, m I'fKT, onlv 
one volume of T'.igore’s letters have 
been published Mmy ol the letters .is 
well as leetuies and socio-politic.il 
essays, have not appeared in piiiit as 
yet Besides. Tagore’s works have 
lutheito been edited with righteous 
loyalty to the demi-goT, .in attitude 
which .le.idemii.illy, may h.ive out¬ 
lived Us usefulness If private pub- 






RaMndranath Tagore: Vishva Bharati’s 
prize possession 

lishers enlei the field, thev .lie bound 
til rewiite the rules 

Small wondei then, th.it \Tshv.i 
Bh.ii.iti w.ints to cling on t.i its 
monopoly ‘I'lieie is no need to 
p.iiiii.’ giiiis B.iii.il Basu, head ol 
An.inila Publishers, the leading Ben- 
I g.ili publishing house “People go in 
I lor the oiigmal editions .inyway Be- 
j sides, if .iiithois like Sh.ikespeare li.ive 
I surviyeil the tiee m.nket. Rabindi.i- 
j Hath will loo .And a lot e.tii be 


achieved with efficiently edited im- 
.iginative piodtictioiis "Most pub¬ 
lishers will go in for hettei production 
ol .ilrcady published works,” savs 
Sudh.ingslui Shekhet Dev, ol Dev’s 
Publishing "So, the cdiliiig won’t be a 
pioblem ” Inteiestinglv, even piivate 
enterprises seem to believe that only 
Vishv.i Bh.ir.ili h.is access to compe¬ 
tent 1 agoie scTioiais 

Voicing Ins doubts, Bhiiskai Ro\ 
(Tiowdhiiry V( C aliutta f hiiversitv, 
says, 'll depends on one's lommil- 
meiit to the oiigm.il Howevei, since 
then .ire v.irious legalities involved, 
tiying to extend tin copviight might 
be .dosing b.itile And XTsliv.i Bhai.iti 
seems to hi aware of this "Parliament 
will decide' , s.ivs ,i resigned Ashm 
Diisgupt.i, itie newly appointed V(’ot 
Vishv.i Bharati 

But the hue and cry ovei the copyi- 
ight expiry might not be eiitiicTv tusti- 
fied ‘ All this IS unnecess.iiy ” points 
out Sh.inkhti Cihosli till leeenth 
clirectoi of the T’agoie .nchives. 
R.ibindia Bhavan “\Tsliv.i Bliar.iti 
will litive to continue its academii pur¬ 
suits--its responsibilities are in no way 
affected by the expirv of the copvi¬ 
ight ” 

Among the responsibilities, howev¬ 
er, IS the control N'lshva Bhaiati 
wields ovei Tagore’s songs The s.inc- 
titv of R.rbrndras.ingeer is guarded 
closely, sometimes to the uttei frustra¬ 
tion ol the aitisls The end of the 
eopyiighi will gu.ir.mtee them total 
tieedom of artistic expiession And 
with .1 rnany-sided gciiitr, like Tagore, 
whose poetry, fiction, essays, .songs, 
dr.mi is and paintings envelope Benga¬ 
li life even lociay, this could be .i dan- 
gei as well as a welcome change T'a- 
goie could be rediseoveicii on a 
national and international level 
through different media Like Peter 
Biook’s Mdhabharata. Bro.ndwav’s 
Cats —a re-interpretation of the T' S 
l-.liot poem-sequence—oi Prokofiev’s 
setting Romeo and Juliet to mu.sic, 
now Tagore, too, might break free of 
oithodox interpretations and acquire a 
new dimension through creative 
critiques • 

AntaraDevSen 
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Our fragile biosp here 

The government should en force strict standards to safeguard it 


ecently two confer¬ 
ences were held in De¬ 
lhi. One on wasteland 
development for a sus¬ 
tainable future and 
another on consumer 
and environmental 
laws. Both the conferences were inau¬ 
gurated by Maneka Gandhi, minister 
of state for environment and forests I 
can’t remember any conference where 
a minister has been as frank, straight¬ 
forward and concerned as Maneka 
Gandhi was at these two conferences 
She clearly understands the weaknes¬ 
ses of our system in dealing with 
issues concerning en¬ 
vironmental and con¬ 
sumer protection Her 
speeches also made it 
clear that it is not always 
easy going for her as far 
as dealing with bureauc¬ 
rats and other political 
leaders is concerned 
The situation preva¬ 
lent in our country as far 
as the environment is 
concerned is alarming 
In cities pollution is in¬ 
creasing and in rural 
areas the tree cover de- 
chning Tlic forest cover 
is down to about 14 per 
cent of the total area of 
India Various estimates 
put the percentage of 
“degraded” land at 30 to 60 per cent 
Our large cities face a serious prob¬ 
lem as the synergistic effect of dust 
combined with industnal and vehicle 
pollutants can be almost lethal for 
people with respiratory problems. It 
has been very difhcult to control in¬ 
dustry and, to make it worse, past 
governments have encouraged the use 
of two-wheelers and cars rather than 
public transport. Two-stroke engines, 
which are used in motorcycles and 
scooters, arc the worst pollutants be¬ 
cause they have incomplete combus¬ 
tion and, in addition, the oil which is 
added to the petrol bums produces 
noxious gases like sulphur dioxide 


cleaner air to breathe, but they don’t 
want to be harassed at every turn with¬ 
out easily available options to enable 
them to obey rules. Exhaust emission 
standards have been formulated and 
implemented m a very unscientific and 
impractical way It punishes millions 
of users without putting enough press¬ 
ure on the manufactuiers 

A sensible piocedure would be 
something like this E,xhaust emission 
standards could be set at three levels 
a lax one for vehicles manufactuied 
before 1980, a stricter one for vehicles 
manufactured between 198tl and 1993 
and a very strict one for vehicles 



*he authorities don't seem to 
understand that people would like 


Maneka Gandhi: up against vested interests 

manufactured after 1993 This last 
standard should be as strict as any in 
the world 

After setting the standards, the gov¬ 
ernment should ask all the manufac¬ 
turers and various scientific laborator¬ 
ies working on internal combustion to 
come up with pollution reducing tech¬ 
niques and technologies within one 
year These technologies could in 
elude retrofit devices for exhausts, etc 
Consumers should also be warned that 
solutions for reducing pollutants in 
vehicle exhausts will be available in a 
year and strict checking would start 
after 18 months. 

Having done this the government 
should then instruct aP official vehi¬ 
cles to set an example by being the 
first to satisfy the new standards. 


Bureaucrats in India don’t seem to 
have learned any lessons from con¬ 
sumer movements in other countnes. 
It appears that whenever legislation in 
favour of consumers is enacted, which 
puts the major brunt on the consumers 
themselves, they react negatively. 
Witness the taxi and scooter strikes 
against vehicle pollution laws. One of 
the best examples to illustrate this 
comes from the USA In the Seven¬ 
ties, a belt-inteilock standard was 
enacted in the US This law required 
that the ignition of cars be so wired 
that unless the occupants put on their 
scat belts, the cars wouldn’t start This 
was to ensure that peo¬ 
ple used seat belts while 
driving cars But there 
were so many cases cf 
malfunctioning that a 
large number of people 
couldn’t start their cars 
even when they had 
their belts on There was 
such an uproai against 
the law that it had to be 
repealed It is suspected 
that this experience also 
tuined many people 
against consumci pro¬ 
tection regulations foi 
years to come Quite 
obviously, if consumer 
protection advoutes 
operate in a ham- 
handed mannei they can 
end up working against themselves 

What Maneka Gandhi needs is 
bureaucrats who are committed to en¬ 
vironmental protection, and under¬ 
stand consumer needs and behaviour 
These bureaucrats must akso be able to 
judge which standard in India should 
be stricter than European standards 
and which mi'rc liberal. Mrs Gandhi 
seems to have already realised that 
environmental policing is not only dif¬ 
ficult but at times counter-productive 
We hope she can institute policies and 
enforce systems which depend upon 
the self interest of the people. • 


The euthor l« a membar of the Centre for Biomedical 
Englneerfnp, Indian Inatifute of Technology New Delhi 
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DE R AILED! 

Indian Railways threatens to quit the national sporting scene 


I ndian Kailw.iw is laced vmiIi ll^ 
severest lest ot iovaltv allei 
servinj.’ Indian spoit lor fid 
veals (fealisine tlial mativ 
spiiitiiii; (edeiations were hiting 
the hiind lliat was feeding them the 
Railw.ivs will 111 the next lew menths, 
h.ive 10 decide whelhei or not il 
should lonliniie lo have the duhious 
distiiKlion' of being one of the piiii 
eipal benelaeiois of sport in the 
eoLintiv 

I he vontiibulion of the Railways to 
Indian sport has been miieh gieater 
than am other oiganisation in the 
eonntiv Starling born the setting up 
ot tedeiations the Railwavs has pro- 
vuled inliasiiavluie finanec and 
sporting peisonnel in unmatched 
quanlitv and voluine to the d4 disei- 
phnes to which it i-. atlihaled Among 
all spcirling establishments it is tlie 
Railways which has (novidecl the 
’hugest iiumbei ol not oiilv inleina 
lioiial-level pl.iveis, but leeipients of 
bcitll the I’adma Shii and tlie Aiiuna 
aw'aicl as well 

Hut now Icn the first tmie in nd 
veais the Railwavs is seiionslv eon- 
sideiing whelhei it should continue 
I helping Indian spoil with men and 
i mateiial And nowheie is this moie 
j evident than in the field ot loolball 
j llavitm tuined down seveial feasible 
I pioposals of the Railw'avs. the All 
; India I CH)tb;ill I ederalion (Alf'F), 

! added insult lo inpiiv this yeai by 
' allowing a Railwavs placer to don the 
; c’olouis ol Bengal in the national 
i i.hampionshi()s toi the Santosh 
! Iiophv 

1 Ins competition was held in twc) 
[ihases I’livagopal (iosvvami repre- 
: senled the Railwavs ill the first phase, 

1 hill switched to Bengal loi (he second 
i I Ik Railwavs ob|eclecl. but the pro- 
lesi was ie|ecIeclon lechmeal grounds 
I III! plavc I concerned IS legisteied as a 
i hioiballei tor lastein Railwav club, 

, which lit till 11 IS .illili.ited to the If A. 

I til, coiitiolhng bodv ol the spciri in 
I X'cesf Bc iig.il I olUnvmg the II A rules 
j tor tianstc i of phiveis tiom one club to 
i .iiuithei, (ioswami signed to plav loi 
1 1 asi Bengal from the veai beginning 
j \1av Bi'Ki Once he had done so, he 

84 •. ' 


became eligible to represent Bengal 
and was chosen accordinglv hv the 
stale's selecticin committee 

The Railw.ivs is aggrieved becMusc 
the player was given a job soleiv foi 
his sporting talent Legally, the playei 
mav have been well within his rights, 
hut he had no nu.ral justification to 
swItch lovalty (loswami will have to 
pav a whopjimg line lor violating his 
employment contract, which slates 
that he has to play lor the Railwavs fen 
at least three years before he could 
think v)f a change But that is a matter 
of service rules 

Aetuallv, resentment .igainst the 
All 1 has been brewing in the Rail¬ 
ways lor quite some time One of the 
principal issues has been the recruit¬ 
ment ol players, for the junior cham¬ 
pionships Lhe age limit ^ 
here is lb. which makes o 
It vciv difficult tor the “ 

Railwavs to get enougho 
fdavers because em-| 
jvloying voungsters be¬ 
low that age is vety diffi¬ 
cult Besides, even after 
such play CIS aie le- 
clulled and plav tor the 
oigainsation till thev are 
I'J tlieie IS no guaiantee 
that then inifal poten¬ 
tial will be leahscd once 
thev mature In such 
cases, the Rtiilwavs lace 
the problem ot having to 
persist with people in 
their lolls who have 
absolutely no contribu¬ 
tion to offer. 

"In order to avoid this 
problem, we have been 
requesting the Alff to 
reconsidei its rules.' 
savs Amrit Mathur. the 
seciet.iry of the Railway 
Spoils t'cintrol Board 
"We have told them, 
that in cricket and other 
disciplines we arc 
allowed to field a team 
ol Railway family mem¬ 
bers and dependants 
We gave examples of 
how this bending ot 
rules has benefitted 


Indian cricket In the undei-|b teams 
that plaved ag.iiiist I’akisian. we had 
Manw'indei Smgh who .icqiiitted him- 
I self verv vvell Iwn of oui under- lb 
plavers wcie on stand-by foi the same 
tour ffharmindei .Mishr.i and Atiil 
Shtirina 

"But the Airi has been si.ilhiig lor 
months When we .ippioached I' R 
Das Munshi, he vv.is still a cential 
ministei In dctobci last vear the 
mattei w.is biought up at the annual 
geneial meetine But nolhiiu’ was 
achieved beyond an inconclusive dis¬ 
cussion We have now dccidecl that if 
we can't leciuit tiom within the Rail- 
wav tamilv', we will stop taking p<nt 
III tile iiinior nationals And this will 
be true ol every discijiline m whicft we 
piiriicipate 
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P.K. B«Mr|M daft) and P.T. Uaha: nation's glory 


> 

n almost every organised sport in 
the country, the Rallway^ has con¬ 
tributed in real terms. Even before its 
affiliation with the Indian Hockey 
Federation (IHF), six Railway players 
represented India in the 1928 Olym¬ 
pics in Amsterdam—where India 
made its debut m the game and began 
Its long string of successes at the 
highest level of the sport Even today, 
the Railways contributes players reg- 
ularlv to the Indian team 

In athletics, the Railways’ successes 
have rivalled that of hockey, with the 
tiail-hlazing P T Usha leading the 
packiol outstanding athletes who have 
contributed greatly to Indian athletics 
But It IS perhaps from football that the 
best-known players—apait from 
Usha—have come Starting from the 
illustrious playei of the Twenties, 
Samad, the list includes players like 
Mewalal, Sanjeeva, Sunil and Nikhil 
Nandv and. of course, P.K Baneriee. 
whose belated Padma Shri came only 
in 1989. although he was in the first 
batch of Ar|un < awardees, wav buck 


Railway t playing Tamil Nadu in the 
Santosh Trophy: gtorious Matory 



in 1961 

It was in the same year that another 
outstanding sportsman. Buddy D’ 
Souza, was given the same honour He 
was just one in a line of brilliant 
boxers promoted by the Railways— 
like Laurric Carr, A A Arathoon, 
Tanker’Green, F D’Silva, f Green, 
the Nag brothcis and Babulal. along 
with the Khatau brothers. Pcrc\ .ind 
Sammy The list continues to grow 
with each piissing year, with jiugihsts 
like C, Laxniinathan continuing the 
good work in the 1990 nationals m 
Calcutta 

Both in men s and women's disci¬ 
plines, the Railways have been t.ikmg 
a leading role at the national level 
F-ach year, the Railways notih up 
victories in almost even sport m 
which they lake part This is natuial. 
considering that the vast network of 
the railways and its liberal recruitment 
policy allow's sportsmen end women 
from several disciplines tv) |oin 

But the Railways have not been 
sitting idle on the vast talent tailing on 
Its lap. so to speak It piovides a lot of 
facilities for players to further their 
prowess. One of the springboards for 
this IS the infrastructure, painstakingly 
built up over the years In almost 
every division of the railways, there is 
a stadium for some sport or other 


“But we arc now shifting our emph¬ 
asis, from the purely recreational and 
generally basic approach to sport to 
the more specialised, professional atti¬ 
tude which IS prevalent in the world 
today.’ says Mathur “For this, we 
have finalised a unique scheme of 
importing the latest equipment foi 
ccrt.im spoiiv We believe that only if 
we provide the lx si facilities, can the 
talent of our sportsmen be lully util¬ 
ised Aiiificial surfaces for various 
sports like hockev and badminton, 
imjiorted cvcies for international com¬ 
petitions . 11 x 1 the like, as well as kit 
and gear lot other sports are what we 
arc inipoitmg with the help of the 
government and the Sports Authority 
of India 

“But what we hope will be the 
biggest boon to sportsmen throughout 
the country are the modern health 
centres all over the country, starting 
with the one in Delhi. These will have 
the latest equipment and machines to 
monitor the progress of athletes and 
sportsmen as also to help maintain 
peak physical litness ’’ 

The R.iilways is doing a world of 
good to Indian sport It is time offi¬ 
cials realise this, as also the implica¬ 
tions ot this giant organisation's with¬ 
drawal from the national scene. • 
Arifit S«n/ Cirieutta 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 


Rails on air 

■ Remember S.K 
Chawla—the man who set 
up Appu Ghai, the 
entertainment park in 
Delhi? Well, he is in the 
news again—this time, with 
plans of revamping the 
transport system Chawla 
feels he has the answer to 
traffic snarls and frayed 
tempers and is trying to sell 
the government a blueprint 
of his rapid transport 
system. 

He envisages an elevated 
extra-light micro-transport 


network which will run 20 
feet above the ground. This 
system, Chawla claims, will 
be cheaper than any 
railway network. He has 
received a fair amount of 
attention and even featured 
in the national programme 
on Doordarshan. Howevei, 
unfortunately for him, the 
railway ministry has turned 
down ins plan and claims 
that Chawla has not even 
done basic research on the 
project. But Chawla does 
not seem to be bothered by 
this. He IS throwing lavish 
press conferences at 
five-star hotels and still 
talking about roller-coaster 
rides 


Narayan goes 
Russian 

■ His description of the 
many idiosyncrasies of life, 
the plight of the common 
man and just about 
everything that is 
happening around us have 


won him many admirers 
And now, even the 
Russians will get a glimpse 
of R.K. Narayan’s 
world—peopled, as it is, by 
innumerable interesting 
characters 

The Izvestia Publishing 
House of Moscow has 
translated and brought out 
50,000 copies of a 
collection of stories by 
Narayan. Notable in this 
collection is Narayan's 
famous short novel. 
Chatterbox. One wonders 
how the Russians will take 
to R K. Narayan 


Music comes 
home 

■ Music lovers lake heart 
HMV has decided to 
.sponsor a 'music loveis 
club’. After creating .some 
sort of musical history 
recently, when the sales of 
Its cassette Maine Pvar 
Kiya crossed the 
three-million mark (the 


highest ever in India), the 
company is brimming with 
plans. 

In fact, cassettes and 
compact discs will be taken 
to the doorsteps of the 
club’s members, either 
through courier or mail. 
And by paying a fee of Rs 
11)0 to Rs 150, the members 
will be entitled to monthly 
catalogues and pre-release 
samples Besides, they will 
be getting discounts on 
some cassettes as well So 
now, homes will be alive 
with the sound of music 
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THIS INDIA 


NASIK: This is not an adver¬ 
tisement for mosquito coils. 

But if Vasudev Beldar had had 
one, his bride-to-be may not 
have disappeared on the eve of 
their wedding. The girl and 
her relatives said they would 
sleep in a nearby lodge as the 
marriage hall had too many 
mosquitoes and arrive in the 
morning for the wedding But 
Vasudev waited in vain. Final- 
. ly, the boy’s relatives were 
I forced to find another bride 
for him— The Hindustan 
Times (Brajcndra Singh. New 
I Delhi) 

i CALCUTTA: Having heard much praise of the 
I Chinese cuisine at a five-star hotel of the city, a fore¬ 
igner walked in to taste its delights. He was in for a 
! rude shock. Starting on his second mouthful, he spied a 
I creature on his plate. Convinced that it was a cock- 
j roach, he asked to see the restaurant-in-charge. The 
I latter denied outright the existence of the cockroach, 
} saying it was only a palatable ingredient of the dish. 
1 After some polite exchanges whidu got mOre and more 
I heated, the in-diarge found hjmsdf in a ti^t spot. 
Seeing no other way of convincing the foreigner, he 


picked up the cockroach and swallowed it. While the 
stunned guest stared in disbelief, the in-charge rushed 
out and, apparently, threw up. His valour was not 
wasted. It earned him a promotion that very day— The 
Telegraph (Subir Bosu, Calcutta) 

BCLLARY: The craze for epic serials on the idiot box 
is nothing new. But a driver of a .super-fast train wth 
2,000 pa-ssengers stopping the train at a wayside station 
and just walking away to see Mahabharat is incredible. 
According to one S.R. Rao, who boarded the Karnata¬ 
ka Express at Bangalore, to go to Delhi, the train 
amved at Mandideep station between Bhopal and 
Bhusaval around 9 am on a Sunday There, the driver 
of the train simply disappeared and nobody knew 
where he had gone. Only later did the passengers come 
to know that he had gone to see Mahabharat. Rao 
promptly recorded his protest in a complaint book— 
Indian Express (V.V. Kadam, Bangalore) 

HYDERABAD: V Ravindra Kumar has always had a 
penchant for the unusual. And recently, this inclination 
got him into the Guinness Book Of World Records. 
With an audience of over 1,500 listening to him in rapt 
attention, Kumar whistled songs for 45 hours and 20 
minutes at Sri Krishna Theosophical Society in Guntur, 
TTtis unique feat eclipsed the previous record of 35 
hours by a Canadian— The Times of India (D. J. Patro, 
BbubaiKSwar) • 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 10 JUNE 1990 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (21 March—20 April) 

A fair measure of success is in store for you. 
Financial gains arc also indicated. A friend 
I solve a problem on the 

domestic front. Children will be a source of 
LlSaK joy.Kcep an eye on your health. 

Good dates: 10,12 and 16 
Lucky numbers: 1,5 and 7 
Favourable direction: West 


LIBRA (21 September—20 October) 


'afPi of funds may hold you back from 
A ? A I implementing some of your plans. However. 
/ I i I ^ favourable for those seeking jobs. 

n|^|» Love and matrimonials will make steady 
progress 

Good dates: 11.12 and 16 
Lucky numbers: 2,6 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 


TAURUS (21 April—20 May) 
k; 3 You may incur financial loss this week. But a 
number of opportunities to make amends will 
§ wfi ‘^ome your way. The time is particularly 
1 favourable for the unemployed. You will 
1 wEJ benefit through someone in authority 
Good dates: 12,14 and 16 
Lucky numbers; 2 .4 and 5 
Favourable direction; North 


SCORPIO (21 October—20 November) 

You will enjoy good company this week. Too 
much of idealism may hamper your progress. 
You are all set to take up new challenges. 
Make the best use of the opportunities that 
come your way. Keep an eye on your health, 
Good dates: 13,14 and 15 
Lucky numbers; 1,3 and 6 
Favourable direction: North-west 



GEMINI (21 May—20 June) 

.TTiis is a busy and hectic week for you. Be 
prepared for any eventuality The time is 
favourable for those appearing in 
examinations A long planned journey will 
finally materialise. 

Good dates; 11.13 and 15 
Lucky numbers: 6,8 and 9 
Favourable direction: East 



SAGITTARIUS (21 November—20 December) 

You have reasons to be worried this week Be 
on your guard against deceit. Even family 
members might keep away from you 
However, courage and fortitude will see you 
through your problems 
Good dates: 12,13 and 15 
Lucky Dumbers: 5.7 and 8 
Favourable direction: West 



CANCER (21 June—20 July) 

Be prepared to undertake any assignment 
this week. ITie time is ripe for creative 
people, You will gain financially. Matten of 
the heart and those relating to your family arc 
well indicated 
Good dates: 13,14 and 15 
Lucky numbers; 4,6 and 8 
Favourable direction: North-west. 



CAPRICORN (21 December—20 January) 

TTiis will be a hectic week for you You mav 
have to face a few problems on the 
professional front. The time is not favourable 
for love and matrimony. Exercise tact and 
patience with your friends. 

Good dates: 10,13 and 14 
Lucky numbers: 2,3 and 6 
Favourable direction: East 



LEO (21 July—^20 August) 

You will tide over your problems this week. 
The time is favourable for intellectuals and 
creative people. Exercise tact and be on your 
guard a^nst decdt.Love and matnmonials 
will make steady progress. 

Good dates: 12,13 and 14 
Lucky numbers: 2,5 and 7 
Favourable direction: West 


AQUARIUS (21 January—20 February) 

Your efforts Will bear fruit this week Be 
cautious in dealing with your friends and 
family members. Keep an eye on your health. 
I.X)ve and matnmonials are not well indicated. 
You will gain financially. 

Good dates: 14,15 and 16 
Lucky numbers: 2,5 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 




VIRGO (21 August—20 September) 

Someone close to you will cause anxiety. But 
you may overcome that with the help of your 
ftiends. The time is ripe for investment and 
gambling. You may have to shoulder new 
responsibilities. Look after your health. 
Good dates: 10,11 and 13 
Lucky numbers: 3,5 and 9 
Favourable dkection: South 



PISCES (21 February—20 March) 

S gn A fair measure of fortune and success is in 

store for you. Friends and acquaintances will 
be the source of inspiration for you. Do not 
hesitate to take up challenges, as the time is 
favourable and promises good results. 

Good dates: 10,11 and 12 
Lucky numbers: 7,8 and 9 
Favourable direction; North 


STAR PARTNERS: LIBRA—VIRGO 

The Virgoan man has a serious attitude to Ufe, but the Libran woman allows life to take its own course. This 
L&rm characteristic might lead to problems. However, if she does not keep her emotions under control, 
she um lose her partner's sympctthy. • 
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IDBI Capital Bonds 
An attractive instrument 
for exemption finm 
Capital Gains Tax. 
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• Available at par 
throughout the year. 

• Exemption from Capital 
Gains tax under Section 
54E of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. 

• Exemption from Wealth 
tax under Section 5( 1) 
(xvie) of the Wealth Tax 
Act, 1957 

• Income tax benefit under 
Section SOL. 

• Interest at 9% p.a. payable 
half yearly. 

• At the investor’s option, 
interest for the full period 
of 3 years can be paid in 
advance on discounted 
basis. 

• No deduction of tax at 
source. 

• Outstation cheques 
accepted and cost of 
collection will be borne by 
IDBI. 








Por hirlliei (Jfldils amtact tlie nearf^t IDBI offict' ch write to Manager 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK OF INDIA 

IDRI 'I'OWKK, Cuffe Parade. Colaba, Bombay 41>() UOf) 
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Fast forward 

■ She spent her first 
term as Congrcss(l) 
MP leading the glamour 
brigade of the party. But 
Vyjanthimala Bali has. 
apparently, had enough of 
smirking from the .sidelines, 
and is. instead, intent on 
staking her claim to the 
leadeiship of the I'amil 
Nadu PCC(l) 

She got her chance when 
the party organised a pro¬ 
test fast against the DMK 
government Bali chose to 
stay away trom the official 
venue, organising a “para¬ 
llel fast ' a little distance 
away 

An enraged PC'C'( I) pres¬ 
ident K. Rainamurthy im¬ 
mediately called Delhi, 


HCARD AT THE BflMBAY 
GYMKHANA 

The way Maneka Gandhi is 
going, she will do for the 
environment what her late 
husband did for family planning 

A DISMAYED ENVIRONMENTALIST ON 
MRS GANDHI'S ABILITY TO LOSE 
FRIENDS AND IRRITATE PEOPLE 




Madhavrso Sclndia: a 
supporter in George 

On a recent visit to Owa- 
lior the railways minister 
was asked to lunch by his 
predecessor, Madhavrao 


George Fernandes: who's 
afraid of royalty? 

Scindia Fernandes leadily 
accepted; to the consterna¬ 
tion of the state Dal lead¬ 
ers. who insisted that he 


VyJanthimAiBall; taking 
oallamaiiHirttiy 

asking for disciplinary ac¬ 
tion against the rebel lady. 
But to no avail: Bali enjoys 
far too good a rapport with 
the Congress high com- 
.mand. 

Ramamurthy, however, 
succeeded in wresting oiie 
assurance from the party 
leadership: he will not be 
divested of the PCC(I) 
presidentship. 

Not in the near future, 
anyway. 

Stickily up lor 


Grant this to George 
Feraatides: he calls a 
1 a 


THERMOMETER 


Who speaks for the Congress(I) in 
Parliament 

■ Vaunt Sathe: One of the most witty and urbane 
members the Congress can boast of (though, 
admittedly, he doesn’t have much competition), the 
former Union minister leads the attack against the Dal 
government 

■ Dinaah Sngh: Manages lo keep the Paja's 
ministers on their toes with his combative manner and 
incisive questions. Has preternlions to being the foreign 
affairs specialist of the Congress but Rajiv doesn’t 
seem too impressed by his credentials 

a Pi CMdambaram: Holds form -m his 
well-modulated, Harvard-returned tones-—on every 
subject under the sun. But is specially vocal during 
discussions involving the deteriorating taw and order 
situation He is, after all, the former minister of state tor 
home 

• P. SMv Shankan Leader of the Congress m the 
Rajya Sabha, he manages to ge' a word (well, many 
words actually) in when M L Fotadar, is not looking 

■ M.L. Fotadar; While his ability as an orator 
remains debatable ne is undeniably a great motivator of 
men witness his success in getting Congress 
members to disrup proceedings ever so often 


shouldn’t fraternise “with 
a Raja” 

t'ouruered Fernandes: 
"If you can accept the Raja 
of Manda a.s the leader of 
your party, why can’t 1 
have lunch with the Raia of 
Gwalior'’" 

lhal wa'-n't all Later. 
Fernandes in a laie gesture 
invited Scindia to <i i ail way 
miiiistrv tunction as chief 
guest And while picsidmg 
o\ei the show, praised 
Scindia's contribution to ! 
the Greai Indian Railwav 


Fear is the key j 

K There’s no doubt ah- 1 
out If ihe fhinian- I 
hhai Patel ministry in Gu- | 
jarat r/rvr mean business, j 
Ask the 27 formei Congres-! 
s(l) MLAs who found the | 
locks ot their quarters i 
broken open hy ihe Dal- 
BJP coalition government | 
T he storv goes thus. ' 
liven alter losing the 2i' 
Febiuarv Assemblv pulls,, 
114 Congress members 
continued to occupv the 

I , iiiiitllldYatir*-’’**''""''"! 





Patel: no-nonaense CM 

MLAs’ Hostel Quarters m j 
Gandhinagar. j 

Min;sier Din-sha Patel! 
threatened to evict them! 
forcibly if they didn't move | 
out scHuiest All but 27 of 
the trespassers obliged 
A onc-week notice was 
then served on tliose who 
still lemained in lesnlence. 
When even that didn’t 
work, (he government sent 
Its officials- - with an execu¬ 
tive magistrate in tow—to 
break open and take pos- 
i session. * 
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Ht ARD IN CENTRAL HAl 1. 

If the V.P. Singh government 
Iast8,the country won’t. 

r< K TEWARI CONGRESS(I) LEADER 


Homing in 

Santosh Bharatiya 
may well have over¬ 
played his hand this time. 
Or. to use another cliche, 
burnt his bridges with the 
Raja. 

The journo-turned- 
pohtician took up the let’s- 
get-rid-of-the-Mufti cam¬ 
paign with great enthu¬ 
siasm, getting a numl>cr of 
party members to sign a 
memorandum asking for 
the home minister’s res¬ 
ignation. The MPs obliged, 
secure in the knowledge 
that if Bharatiya was lead¬ 
ing the effort, it must have 
the Prime Minister’s bles¬ 
sings. 



SantoBh BliaratiyK 
(UwnNtttwi courtier 


When things appeared to 
I be getting out of control, 
I Union ministers Satyapal 
1 Malik. P. Upendra and S. 
j Gurupadaswamy com- 
1 plained to V.P. Singh about 
his proti^ge’s antics. The 
Raja was livid. And 
promptly sent Anf Moham¬ 
mad Khan to the Mufti’s 
residence with the message 
that if the home minister 
resigned from the govem- 
inent. the Pnmc* Minister 
would quit as well. 

As for Bharatiya, he’s 
been trying to sec the Raja 
ever since. With little .suc¬ 
cess. 


A communist 
and a Raja 

Why does CPI{M) 
leader Somnath 
('hatterjee refuse to criti¬ 
cise the Raja—or the Dal 
government—in the Lok 
Sabha, no matter how 
grave the provocation? 

Oul dissidents and mem¬ 
bers of the BJP may take 
on the regime for its non¬ 
performance on various 
fronts (price rise, law and 
order, Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir) but Chatterjee keeps 
mum. It is, therefore, left 
to such lesser lights as 
Saifuddin Cbaudhuri, 
Geeta Mukherjee and Sub- 
hashini Ali to attack the 
government on behalf of 
•the communist brigade. 
But why does Chatterjee 



Sammrth ChatturjM: miuv 

persist with his blind loyal¬ 
ty? Nobody knows tor sure, 
but insiders insist that the 
breakfast meetings the 


THERMOMETER 


All the Janata Dal’s parliaMentary 
speakers 

■ Madhu Damtovat*: is one of the most 
respected ministers of the government, and the Ra|a 
fields him In the House as often as possible 


■ SatyaiuriMalik: Minister of state for 
parliamentary affairs, Malik m entrusted with me 
responsibility of presenting the government's case in 
the Lok Sabha. And performs the job to the best of his 
itotlity—such as it is. 


■ K^Cn An ardent supporter of Devi Lai and 

progeny, fyagi’s debating skills are devoted to 
defending the Taq in the ^ of the concerted 
Opposition sktifck. Oil occasion, of course, he defends 
the govammeiit as wetl; 

. I .,1,1 , ^1..,I — . . 

■ S. ^mipida w i w w w y» Got me job of leader Ot the 
Rajya Sabha by virtue of toeing the Baja's favourite, but 
has grown into it, deapfteWs H^mtetione. 

■G. Jai|MlR«iMy: Genetal secretary of the Janata 
Da), he has honed hte oretorialsklMs In the course of the 
several hundred prose tjriefinga he has held over the 
years. And is today, one pf the more convincing 
speakers of the Raja’s regime. 




communist and the Ilajj#, 
have been having of latfe. 
may, at least, be part of the 
explanation, 


Exit; the 
factotum 


|W Recently, the chief 
IH factotum of the Cob- 
gress(I). R.K. Dhawan was 
seen scurrying out of the 
Piesidential Estate resi¬ 
dence of deputy pnme 
minister Devi Lai And that 
led to the usual spate of 
stones I 

One version had it that 1 
Dhawan was being used as 
the conduit between Con¬ 
gress president Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi and the Tau. Apparent¬ 
ly, Gandhi wished to win 
the Chaudhary over, to 
launch a joint assault 
against V.P Singh. Hence, 
the Congress’ long silence 
on the Mcham issue. 



RJl. Dhawan: iaf* not 
amuaad 


But that scenario was 
wrecked by Rajiv when he 
derided to lead a party 
delegation qn a tour d 
Meham after Independetot 
candidate Amir Singh was 
lulled, Devi Lai was hi* 
censed at what, he pel**..; 
ceived as betrayal of Ijfs^ 
cause. And the next tir^ 
the raven-haired Dhawan 
slithered into theiJat’s jeiif 
denCe.. he wa.$, 
nttmionsly bobt^ i^.^ 
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Century ... India’s largest exporter of cotton 
textiles. Now also a leading producer of cement. 

From a modest beginning in 1975, Century 
has blossomed into India’s largest exporter of 
cotton textiles. Earning more than Rs. 100 crore in 
hard currency in the year 19B9-90 

Over the years Century diversified into rayon 
yam, tyrecord, minerals & chemicals, cement, pulp 
& paper and shipping. In all these areas the 
Company has made its mark. 

In cement, the Company has achieved 
remarkable success in a short time. Cement 
manufactured at its most modern plants, 
CENTURY CEMENT. MAIHAR CEMENT, 
MANIKGARH CEMENT is now being marketed in 
almost all parts of the country. 

Century is now exploring new avenues to 
create more productive assets for the country, and 
more opportunities for our people to better the 
quality of their lives. 

,, CtRtlffy TnctflM ud ladiutriea Umiled 
V Kawan. Oi. Amua Besanl Hoad, Woili. Bombay 400 025 
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The charismatic 
communist 


J yoti Basu is undoubtedly 
the most powerful man 
I in the country today (rfie 
marxist kingmaker, 27 
May—2 June) A seasoned 
campaignei, Basu is 
respected by all political 
I heavyweights So powerful 
IS he in the context of the 
present situation, that he 
even has the powei to bring 
down the government 
because the CPI(M) is an 
important part of the 
ruling coalition at the 
Centre This is a suppoit 
that V P Singh cannot do 
I without Anyone else in 
I Jyoti Basu's shoes would 
I have misused the clout that 
I he wields But not the 
i charismatic communist 
from Bengal He remains 
what he was—a modest 
man 

K. Chidanand Kumar, Bangatora 
(Karnataka) 

j ■ It IS indeed strange that 
! Jyoti Basu is being credited 
with such accolades as 
“marxist kingmaker” The 
I title would have better 
I suited deputy PM Devi Lai. 

I without whose support 
J V P Singh would not have 
j been Prime Mimstei, Basu 
; may be making frequent 
i trips to Delhi, hobnobbing 
: with the powers that be in 
; the capital but what about 
j his own state West Bengal'' 

! Bengal's industrial and 
j political problems have not 
’ improved in any way in the 
j past decade of CPI(M) 
rule Basu should pay more 
attention to problems like 


the pathetic civil conditions Basu played a decisive and 

in Calcutta, the rising crucial role in making V P 

prices and the industrial Singh Prime .Ministei 

backwardness that continue Basu’s clout in ftelhi is net 
to plague the slate 7o the merely due to the status ot 

commi'ii man in West his party in Paiiiament, hut 

Bengal, Basu's pohtic.il also due to his personal 

foresight, his great credibility and experience 

friendship with Dhirubhai as a shiewd politician He 
j Ainbani, and his charisma has seen enough ups and 

I are ot no value whatsoever downs during the span ol 

j because they will not solve his chequeicd caieei to be 
; the state's problems Jf a able to emeigc a true 

J mere pleasing personality pragmatist w-hose toiesighl 
j were enough, Rajiv Ciandhi and political acumen aie .in 
I would not he out ot power i asset to his party Ihough 
In 1984, no one thought the ! his political philosoptn 
foinier PM would be out ot I goes against the democi at ic 

I favour, but now he is Basu ; system adopted b\ the 

I has been given more i Constitution Basu has 

I chances to piove his worth adapted himsell to the 
j than our ex-PM, but the I situation remaikabK well 

; electorate's patience IS j Small wonder then thai he 

running out Ifhedoesn't j now'leads ,i pai tv I hat has 
deliver, he will find himselt been m powoi in Bengal toi 
I out of power vet V soon more than a decade Basu 

UohanNaIr, Calcutta (West is not jusi a kmgmakei—he 

IS the unci owned king of 

■ The cover story was Bengal's politics todav 

. interesting It is a NandadulalRoy Chowdhury, 

well-known tact that Jvoti Kharagpur (West Bengal) 


Jyoti Basu: wielding power 



Mockery of 
democracy 

T he recent re- 

countermanding of the 
Meham byelection follow¬ 
ing the cold-blooded mur- 
tler ot the Independent 
cantlidatc, Amir Singh, is a 
grim reminder of the 
mavhem that now has 
Haryana m Its grips Indian 
democracy has never seen 
such a mockery of its elec¬ 
toral process as witnessed 
in this constituency And 
suielv It would not be 



Om Prakash Chautala: 
still the boss 

wrong to say that the 
talhei-son duo of Devi L.al 
and Om Prakash Chautala 
arc responsible for the 
chaotic situation m the 
state today Lven after his 
resignation, the Tau’s elder 
son has not ceased to pull 
the strings in the local poh- 
tical scene Banarsi Das 
Ciiipta may have been 
chosen the new CM, but he 
IS the only the de facio 
chief minister Real power 
IS in the hands of Chautala. 

As far as Haryana is con¬ 
cerned he IS still the boss. 
Shaahank Shekhar, Meerut 
(Uttar Pradeeh) 

Multi-purpose 

project 

R avi Chopra’s attempts 
to telev ise the world’s 
greatest epic Mahabharat 
are indeed commendable 
(End of an epic, 20—26 
May). The serial itself was 
evidence of hts skill in the ^ 
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i^Ssf^fcection. The serial 
IS doing extremely well and 
has helped the Chopras to 
regain their lost popularity 
The epic venture is a feast 
for the eyes and for the past 
84 weeks it has regaled the 
average Indian tele-viewer 
with exciting tales from the 
popular epic. Indeed the 
Mahahharat has served 
various purposes—it has 
entertained the 
God-fearing, 

mythology-loving people of 
India giving them what they 
love most - a strange 
co.icoction called 
/rittvfl/u-tormula. it has 
defeated the Congress(I) 
through Its regular 
forecasts from the Janata 
Dal’s kaal chakra, but more 
L ' importantly it has helped to 
rouse 111 the minds of the 
religion-conscious Hindus 
of the nation a desire to 
transform secular India into 
Hindu-vr/iu/i (abode of 
Hindus—only) 

11 a plain mythologv is 
able to bring about such 
dramatic changes, can we 
now expect a 
' Vilan Dak •shin 
Mahahharat' on our tube 
soon'' 

tM Sutyan Sadlq, Cuttack 
(Orlaaa) 

■ The cover story carried a 
picture of a star smoking a 
cigarette with the following 
. n narration beneath it “A star 
off duty the image goes up 
m smoke " It is difficult to 
understand why a national 
maga/ane like SuNnAV 
thinks that an actor must 
give up the simple 
pleasures of life only to 
save his screen image This 
IS precisely what is wrong 
with Indians^—we tend to 
identify the person by the 
role he plays forgetting that 
It is only reel life and not 
real life. For that matter 
Ramayan's Sita, Dcepika 
had acted in several 
C-gradc movies in 
bare-all-dare-all roles 
before she became the tele 
Sita. But surely it is up to 
her to decide her future. As 
viewers we have very little 
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A scene from Mahabhant TV's blockbuster 


right to pass judgements on 
others 

These serials, apart from 
throwing up silly 
controversies like these, 
seem to be useful for just 
one more reason We get to 
see all sorts ot 
advertisements before 
them, and frankly speaking 
most of these are tar more 
slicklv produced than our 
blockbusters 

A. Srinivaaa Uurthy, 
Sacundarabad (Andhra 
Pradaah) 

An interesting 
encounter 

T he way the Bihan babu 
(Shatrughan Sinha) 
responded to tricky 
questions in his encounter 
with superstar Bachchan, 


reveals his matured and 
shrewd political brain ("/am 
nobody's private property ", 
27 May --2 June) The 
interview proved, more 
than anything else, the 
self-confidence that has 
helped Sinha not only in his 
silver screen career, but 
also in his role as a 
politician As a Januta Dal 
spokesman, Sinha is 
successful where Bachchan 
had failed He has handled 
the questions on Bofots, St 
Kitts, the involvement of 
the Hindu jas and Win 
Chadhii, Ajitabh Bachchan 
and the like remarkably 
well What is more he has 
not allowed himself to get 
carried away by his 
antagonism for the 
Congress (I) or his support 
for the Jan.'ta Dal 

Infact hir> honest criticism 


Bachchan daft) with Sinha: diamond cuts diamond 



of the party in power gave a 
tremendous amount of 
credibility to his answers, 
something that most cine 
stars supporting the 
Congress seem to lack. 
Harakruahna Uohanta, Naw 
Oath! 

■ Amitabh Bachchan’s 
interview of Shatrughan 
Sinha made interesting 
reading If one takes the 
pains to read between the 
lines, the encounter has 
helped to bring out their 
personalities Sinha came 
across as the eternal 
loud-month that he has 
always reputed to have 
been and Bachchan came 
across as a suave and 
intelligent person 
C ongratulations for the 
excellent piece 
Bttaah Ulahra, Bhubanaawar 
(Orlaaa) 




Calcutta: captured 
by Laxman 

^iaam Calcutta 

T he myriad 

manifestations of 
Calcutta as captured by 
R K. Laxman in his own 
unusual manner were 
interesting {Laxman's 
Calcutta, 6-—12 May) The 
lively cartoons depicting 
various aspects of the city 
that accompamed the piece 
were simply excellent. By 
unveiling the day-to-day 
mysteries, the Joys and 
sorrows of a big metropolis 
like Calcutta, the cartobnist 
has successfully captured 
the essence of the city. • 
Maana BhhnanI, Naw Dalhl 
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1 ■ It IS not my purpose in 
life to remove him (Rajiv 
Gandhi) from every post. 
He is the president of the 
1 Con«ie.ss(l ) and so as 
i long us mat party wants 
j linn as chief, it is perfectly 
I ail right to me 

i Vi’ Singh, Prime 
i Minister 

i • We do not know of any 
I such move ,.. We are only 
' interested in regaining the 
; faith of the people and 
: coming back on their 
! support. 


H.K.L. Bhagat. AICC(I) 
general secretary, on 
whether his party wav pan 
of any move to topple the 
government 

This proves that Hegde is 
not only a contemptible 
liar but also a despicable 
coward for shifting the 
blame fur tapping of 
telephones on eminent 
persons...to police officers. 

Dr Sobramaniam Swamy, 
Janata Party MP 

■ He has an unenviable 
task of making bricks 
without straw and a 
strong Cabinet with 
lack-lustre men. 

M.V. Kamath, journalist, 
on V.P. Singh's teak at 
hand 

■ fdon’t think the press 
call make or mar 
anybody’s.image. The 
press is presuming too 
much. 

Chandra Shekhar, Janata 
Dal member 


■ The Janata Dal is a gift 
of Devi Lai 

Om PkAKASH CHAin'ALA, 
former Haryana chief 
minister 

■ I am nobody’s man or 
nominee 

Banarsi Das Guita, chief 
minister of Haryana, on 
whether he was Chautala’s 
man 

■ What are you doing 
here? I am on holiday 
here 

)yoti Basu, West Bengal 
chief minister, in Bhutan, 
to a team of reporters from 
Calcutta 

• Who IS Dhawan by the 
way? He is just an 
obedient assistant just 
like a peon, 

Vasant Sathe, 
Congress(l) MP 

■ We must remember 
that when the Bhakra 
NangsJ dam was planned, 
there was opposition on 
similar grounds. The dam 


was finally built and the 
benefits are there for all 
to see. 

Nilamani Routray, 
environment and forests 
minister, on. the ecological 
threats posed by 
the Narmada and Tehri 
projects 

■ Plastic surgery, a hair 
transplant, lipo-suction 
and a remake of Maine 
Pyar Kiya with me in the 
lead. 

AnupamKher, actor, 
on his future plans 





















GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUm 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


Lessons for bureaucrats 


What a bureaucrat 
should and should 
not do in a democra¬ 
cy IS best illustrated 
by what an eminent 
civil servant did and 
refused to do under 
picssure of his seniors and political 
bosses Of the seniormost with an 
illustrious career is the 86-yearUild 
Dharamvira. who joined the ICS in 
1930, served as piincipal private 
secretary to India’s first Prime Minis- 
t>rT. minister (commercial) under 
;Kr >hna Menon m London, ambassa- 
jdv^r to Czechoslovakia, Cabinet 
jfecretary, (iovernor of West Bengal, 
Punjab, Haryana and Karnataka He 
was also chairman ol the National 
Police Commission his report like 
many others collects dust in the arc¬ 
hives Dharamvira has put his experi¬ 
ences in a book Rfriiinncerncs 
(Vikasj 

Dharamvira, son of a distinguished 
engineer. Raja Jawala Prasad, was 
born in Patiala in 1906 He was 
educated mostly at home and was by 
no means a topper Also handicapped 
being an extremely short-statured 
bama He overcame this handicap by 
exceHing at sports and never suffered 
from inferiority complex because of 
his si/c After taking his degree from 
Lucknow and Allahabad,he joined the 
London School of Economics, studied 
under Harold Laski, and qualified for 
the ICS. 

Dharamvira’s first posting was in 
Aligarh. His English superior, Perciv- 
al Marsh (later Sir Perciwal), was 
district magistrate. Marsh told him. 
“Two things you must always do One 
is to take a decision and take it 
quickly, right or wrong Most often 
you are likely to be nght But even if 
you are wrong, less damage would be 
done than by not taking a decision 
And, the second thing is that you are 
an executive offieei You should keep 
wur mouth shut as tar as possible 
^e less you speak the less trouble you 
will get into Talking is the task of 
politicians. You will be judged by your 
actions and not by your talk.” 

After Aligarh, Dharamvira was 
transferred to Meerut, then Almora, 
where he befriended Nehru who was 
in jail, and made the acquaintance of 


M N Roy He was the first Indian to 
be the collector of Bareilly, where he 
called regularly on Khan Abdul Ghaf- 
fai Khan, who was imprisoned there 
He tells of an amusing encounter with 
Pandit Pant in Almora jail He had 
ordered the police not to arrest iatyag- 
lahis Pant sent for him in jail and 
accused him of killing the movement 
"It IS true that you are not arresting 
anybody But they are returning home 
looking silly They are all getting 
demoralised " Pant gave him a list of 
men who should be arrested so that 
they could emerge from jail as heroes 
Dhaiamvira obliged 
Pandit Nehru picked him to be his 
private secretary He held the coveted 
post foi four years He writes of 
leakages ol Cabinet discussions with¬ 
out naming the minister responsible 
except that he was soon after dropped 
Peihaps the minister was Baldev 
Singh He also mentions the friction 
that developed between Nehru and 
Sardar Patel Although Nehru’s man, 
Dharamvira shared Patel’s views on 
policy matters Panditji sent him to 
assist Krishna Menon in London He 
desciibcs his tenure as “the most 
unpleasant period in my service life" 
Menon, who believed in having the 
best for himself--a Rolls Royce, Savil- 
le .Suits etc -“when it came to person¬ 
al bchavioui like ringing up officers at 
3 am, he could not change”. He 
treated senior civil servants with suspi- 

Dharamvini: «i htoal dvn servant 



cion and contempt Within six months 
he and Menon weie not on speaking 
terms When Menon entered into 
contracts with his English cronies for i 
supply of jeeps incurring huge losses 
to the Indian exchequei, Dharamvira, ] 
who had not been consulted, was 
asked to look into the "Jeep Scandal ’ 
His report ended Menon's tenure as 
high commissioner Panditji who ex¬ 
pected Dharamvira to exonerate his 
friend turned cold towards him To 
get out of the mess. Dharamvira 
accepted being ambassador to 
Czecho,slovakia He did not relish the 
claustrophobic atmosphere in the 
communist regime and asked to be 
given a jmsting at home He was put m 
charge of rehabililtitmg refugees from 
East Pakistan. 

Shastri as Prime Minister appointed 
him chief commissioner ol Delhi He 
held that post during the 1965 wai 
with Pakistan In lune 196(), Mis 
Gandhi appointed him Governor ol 
Punjab, then under President's Rule 
to supervise the partition ol Punjab 
into the Suba, Haivana and Himachal 
Pradesh His next jrosling was Gov¬ 
ernor of West Bengal, ruled hv the 
United Front goveinment undei Ajoy 
Mukherjee I'he cunflici with Dr 
(ihosh and the Front’s reluctance to 
face the A,ssemblv put Dharamvira m 
a very awkwaid jKisitioii He dismis¬ 
sed the United Front ministry and 
invited Dr Ghosh to form a coalition 
ministry His decision was questioned 
in the High Court which upheld his 
verdict. Then the Ghosh ministry was 
compelled to abdicate and fioise- 
trading began to win over MLAs 
Following Dharamvira's advice, the 
Assembly was dissolved and Presi¬ 
dent’s Rule imposed A somewhat 
similar situation developed in Karna¬ 
taka, where Dharamvira was later 
transfcried, and wranghngs between 
political parties led to Dharamvira 
assuming presidential powers m the 
state. It IS in these chapters that 
Dharamvira very lucidly expounds the 
powers and duties of a Ciovernor as 
head of a state functioning democrati¬ 
cally, how he should act when demo¬ 
cratic processes break down and his 
duties under President’s Rule. These 
chapters should be made compulsory 
reading for all Governors • 





COUNTERVIEW 


VINOD MEHTA _ 

^flie rail 

Is Rajiv Gandhi on the right track at last? 


Mrs Vijayalaxmi 
Pandit tells the 
story with some 
relish She is on 
one of her rare 
visits to the capital 
dunng which she 
receives a lun¬ 
cheon invitation 
from her grand¬ 
nephew She arrives at 7 Race Course 
Road and chit-chats with Sonia while 
she waits for the grand-nephew He 
arrives in good humour Lunch is 
served Mrs Pandit watches in asto¬ 
nishment as her host tucks in When 
he reaches for his third helping of rice, 
she softly asks Sonia if he will be going 
back to work, “Yes,” replies Sonia, 
“but he’ll nap for a couple of hours 
first.” 

Rajiv Gandhi's lazy and expensive 
ways have drawn many barbs, most of 
them undeserved. In 1985 and 1986 he 
may have been the Gucci’ Prime 
Minister following Ronald Reagan’s 
“hard work never killed anybody, but 
I reckon why take the chance” Mon¬ 
day to Friday presidency, but in the 
later years of his tenure he worked 
normal hours. Frequently, even the 
no-work on Sunday rule, strictly laid 
down by Sonia, was jettisoned as 
midnight oil burned at the Mehrauli 
farm 

Ostentatious living was never a hall¬ 
mark of the Nehrus. Because they had 
both money and class, they didn’t 
need to flaunt their aristocracy or 
wealth. Lunch—always the main meal 
•m the Gandhi household—was a sim¬ 
ple, usually vegetarian, daal-sabzi 
affair, and waste was frowned upon. 
In the presence of guests, Indira once 
scolded Sanjay for leaving his plate 
half-full and forced him to finish it. 
Soma, despite her fondness for Italian/ 
Continental cuisine and wines, quickly 
fell in line with the spartan routine. 

1 have never had the pleasure of 
lunching or dining with Rajiv at 7 
Race Course Road, so I have no direct 
knowledge of what was served on the 
table, but by the accounts of those 
with privileged access, simplicity was 
conspicuous by its presence. Thus, 
one can largely discount the colourful 


I tales of Rajiv”s lavish eating and 
drinking habits while conceding that 
he does rather like his food But, 
looking at their bellies, wouldn’t that 
be true of most Congressmen’' 

W hat does this lunch, life-style 
introduction have to do with the 
state of the nation'' A great deal By 
the time this column appears in print. 
Ml Gandhi will have begun the first 
leg of his ‘second-class’ Bharat dar- 
shan —in and around Tamil Nadu. 
Bihar, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, 
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan— 
designed to strengthen national unitv. 
and, in the words of AICC(I) general 
secretary H K L Bhagat, to “awaken 
the partymen to their responsibili¬ 
ties” 

It IS easy, too easy, to make tun of 
his ‘train-about’, drawn after much 
perspiration by the ubiquitous Mam 
.Shankar Aiyar Already jokes are ' 
being made regarding the second-class 
carnage containing ‘Mahatma Rajiv’ 
(AccoVding to the party office, Mr 
Gandhi, for reasons of logistics, not 
convenience, will occasionally fly by 
‘normal’ Indian Airlines flights to 
complete the journey by 22 July ) But, 
will the compartment be air- 
conditioned'' Will Bislen water be 
earned m sealed bottles or will Rajiv 
hazard Indian Railways’ taps' (Can 
you imagine the Congress president 
frantically filling his surahi at Hardoi 
station while the guard blows the 
whistle'M Will a fridge be especially 
installea? And what aoout clean loos? 
Surely some provision will have to be 
made for them These might seem 
mundane matters, but when you are 
no longer the Pnme Minister, they 
can become a nuisance, especially if 
the mercury outside hits 43 degrees 
Celsius. Tit-bits such as these will no 
doubt regale the nation and possibly 
detract from the senous purpose be¬ 
hind the yatra. One thing, however, is 
certain; Rajiv will survive the journey. 

Those who claim to be knowledge¬ 
able about such matters—and that 
means half the population—insist that 
the inspiration for this hopefully his¬ 
toric expedition came from Rajiv’s 
equally historic fast at Rajghat. The 


public display of stern discipline so 
impressed the country and the faithful 
that the Congress president decided to 
enlarge its scale and scope 
I Frankly, I find this hard to swallow 
I The sight of Rayban Rajiv plonked 
uncomfortably at Rajghat was so in¬ 
congruous that even Doordarshan 



gave the tamasha generous coverage. 
Besides ridicule, Rajiv gained pre¬ 
cious little from Gandhian emulation. 

His Meham trip, with an entourage 
of 3(X)-odd cars was an entirely diffe¬ 
rent affair. This was a well-timed entry 
and the response Rajiv got by all 
accounts was phenomenal I am told 
that even those who planned the safari 
were taken aback by the crowds that 
turned up. The way the people pa¬ 
tiently lined up to air their grievances 
suggested that for them he was still the 
Prime Minister. (The widely-printed 
picture of Rajiv Gandhi clutching to 
his bosom the sobbing widow of the 
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murdered Independent candidate 
showed that photo opportunities were 
not lost ) The spontaneous outpouring 
of popular affection as witnessed in 
Meham probably reinforced Rajiv’s 
decision to embark on his Bharat 
darshan 

W hatever its inspiration, it is a 
shrewd move The longer Ra- 
|iv‘s handlers keep him caged in Delhi 
the more isolated he will become from 
the party and the people This coupled 
with the realisation that, despite its 
surface fragility, the V P Smgh-led 
National Front government was no 


seven-day wonder, meant that the 
Congress president had to go out and 
plead his case And what better way to 
do this than by showing his fijce to vast 
numbers of voters'^ 

A minor, but not unimportant, de¬ 
tail. Who will accompany Rajiv on the 
punishing trip"^ The faithful Soma is a 
must, but what about the coterie'' If 
the whole idea behind the exercise is 
to set Rajiv ‘free’, the presence of 
someone like Satish Sharma or R K. 
Dhawan or you-know-who will be 
counter-productive. These people, 
and 1 use the word advisedly, are 
hated in the party from top to bottom 



Mr Gandhi will be well-advised to 
leave them at home and put himself in 
the hands of the AICC (I) general sec- 
retanes and local party functionaries 
While the Congress might seem like 
a sea of tranquillity compared to the 
turbulence in the Janata Dal, there is 
much dissatisfaction within the party. 
Indeed, all the states which Mr Gan¬ 
dhi descends on during the first lap of 



his tour arc riven with dissension In 
Bihar, Jagannath Mishra is at logger- 
heads with PCC(I) president Lathan 
Chowdhury, and Bhagwat Jha Azad 
and Tariq Anwar have launched a 
parallel party organisation In Madhya 
Pradesh, the situation is worse with 
Arjun Singh, S C Shukla and 
Madhavran Scindia at each other’s 
thioats In UP, Narain Dutt Tiwari 
sulks Is he going to defect' Mean¬ 
while, Btilram Singh Yadav and Ra- 
jeiidra Kumari Bajpai are not on 
talking terms In Assam the party | 
hardlv exists, and in Rajasthan, Shie 
Chaian Mathur and Harideo Joshi } 
have divided the Congress vertically 
with tormei PCC chief Ashok Gchlot 
and the present incumbent in their 
lespective tamps Madhavsinh 
Solanki and Amarsinh Chowdhary are 
engaged in a fight to the finish in 
Gujarat In lamil Nadu the situtation 
IS no bettei. 

Hopetully, Rapv Gandhi will use 
this visit to establish personal contact 
with state and district level Congress j 
leaders To expect that he will be able j 
to unite warring factions is unrealistic, . 
but his veiy presence in their niulst 
will provide a tempoiary liealing 
touch I 

For the people of this country there | 
IS something magical and mysterious 
about 'mass contact’ As a gestuie, as i 
an expression of concern foi the dis- i 
advantaged, it touches the Indian 
psyche as nothing else does (iandhiji 
was the first to demonstrate its hold 
over the popular im.igination Indira 
Gandhi began her climb back to pow¬ 
er on the back of an elephant, riding 
into the midst of the poor and dispos¬ 
sessed of Belchi Why even our tat- 
teied and truculent Chandra Shekhar 
managed to gather quite a halo after 
his celebrated padavatra Therefore, 
there is no reason why the grandson of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the son of Indira 
Gandhi, who was most recently Prime 
Minister, should not improve his im¬ 
age, both within the party and the 
nation, b\ reaching out to those who, 
in the hna! analysis, decide the fate of 
politicians 

It could be argued that covering 
seven states, including IIP, MP and 
Bihai in six weeks is rushing it a bit. 
but we must take into account the 
C'ongiess president’s stamina and 
general inclination. Whatever its 
shortcomings, then, Rajiv Gandhi’s 
decision to go on a ‘second class’ train 
journey is the first intelligent thing he 
has done since he lost office • I 




MEDIA MUSINGS 


V GANGADHAR 


The truth of the matter 


Do newspapers really care about it? 


I Till recenth , sonic ot j 
our newspapers, pai- 
ticularlv the Indian ! 
F,xpre\.\, i'npcareci 
very eoneerned abtiut 
Truth fcveiy state- 

_ _merit of the former 

Prime Minister. Rajiv Gandhi, was 
scrutinised carefully, and if it did not 
please the media bosses, was labelled, 
‘A Lie, A Lie, A Lie', front-paged, 
savaged in cartoons and cditoiially 
commented upon 

How times have changed since the 
new government took over' Prime 
Minister V P Singh tells journalisis 
on board the lAF aiicralt that former 
Jammu and Kashmir Governor, Jag- 
mohan, had resigned “on his own" 
And our truth-obsessed newspapers 
merely carry the comment 

This was a surprise. Asked to com¬ 
ment whether his resignation was 
voluntary, Jagmohan shot back, “1 am 
not going to comment on this, " BJP 
Rajya Sabha member, Jagdish 
Mathur, accused the Prime Minister of 
lying on the issue (riving a blow by- 
blow account of the resignation dra¬ 
ma, The Hindu's special correspon¬ 
dent wrote' 

“Mr Jagmohan’s recall is believed to 
have been a personal decision of 
Prime Minister V.P Singh, taken in 
the face of the opposition of some of 
his Cabinet colleagues, including the 
home minister. Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed. It is understood that the gov¬ 
ernment decided to recall Mr Jagmo¬ 
han on Wednesday night itself. This 
was after the Cabinet Committee on 
Political Affairs considered the politic¬ 
al situation, arising out of the death of 
civilians in Srinagar in the cross-firing 
when the body of Mirwaiz Mouivi was 
being taken out in a procession, and 
the demand by the Left parties earlier 
in the day in the Lok Sabha for change 
of the Governor. Mr Chandra 
Shekhar, senior Janata Dal leader, 
htid also strongly supported the de¬ 
mand Yesterday the Prime Minister 
desired that Mr Jagmohan be recalled 
He was duly called to the capital He 
arrived a little bclore eight last even¬ 
ing A call about midnight from the 
Prime Minister’s office was an indica¬ 


tion that he would have to go much 
sooner than expected. At a meeting he 
had early morning today with the Prin¬ 
cipal Secretary, Mr B G Deshmukh, 
It became clear that Mr Jagmohan 
would have to resign immediately He 
met the home minister shortly after¬ 
wards. At 10 .'iO am. the Governor 
despatched his letter of resignation to 
the President " 

So much for the Prime Minister’s 
comment that ,Mr Jagmohan quit 
voluntarily As for the veracity of The 
Hindu report, if their Bofors exposes 
are regarded as gospels, why not this 
too'’ Newspapers did comment editor¬ 
ially (in the Governor’s resignation, 
but not one had anything to say on this 
lie Prime .Ministers will come and go, i 

The ad«opy ratio: editorial matter is the 


but Truth should not be made an 
adjustable commodity 


•«**«* 


The British hangover 

Colonial hangover'’ Nostalgia for 
the good, old Brits'’ Sheer admiration 
for the British Broadcasting Corpora¬ 
tion? How else can one explain the 
coverage in most of our leading news¬ 
papers of the kidnapping of Mr Yusuf 
Jameel, staff correspondent of The 
Telegraph in Srinagar, who also work¬ 
ed foi the BBC and the Reuters. Foij 
two days. The Times of India head-'* 
lined Its stones as “BBC reporter kid¬ 
napped in Snnagar” and “Army frees 
the BBC man” Neither of the 

first casualty in Sunday nawspapers 
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stories mentioned that Jameel was the 
full-time correspondent of The Tele¬ 
graph. The second report also men¬ 
tioned that “Two senior officers of the 
army and the home rmnistry were also 
present during the hearing on a habeas 
corpus petition filed by Mr Jameel’s 
colleague, Ms Shuba Singh ” Since Mr 
Jameel's connection with the The 
Telegraph has been ignored, should’ 
we presume that Ms Singh also works 
for the BBC? 

The Hindustan Times was no better 
headlining the story, “Srinagar news¬ 
man abducted” and led with “BBC 
correspondent Yusuf Jameel had been 
kidnapped in Srinagar, an official 
spokesman claimed today" and went 
on to say, “Mr Jameel, who also 
works for the other news orgamsa- 
tip.js 

^ Is the BBC connection that impor- 

* » * 4 ♦ 

It’s an ad ad ad world! 

Newspapers, we aie told, sell more 
copies on Sundays The Sunday edi¬ 
tions are also priced higher But what 
do readers get in return, particularly 
after the Sunday sections became col¬ 
oured’ A quick survey of some of the 
■ leading newspapeis makes it clear that 
readers are being taken for a ride 

The Times of InJia’s Sunday Re¬ 
view, bulging with colour advertise¬ 
ments has an editorial ad ratio of 
around 25.75. Quite often, popular 
columns are dropped to make way foi 
more ads. The highly readable Sunday 
Observer is no better A recent article 
«iIon Protima Bedi’s dance village in 
Bangalore, in its four-colour section, 
had three pictures of a girl modelling 
‘Lirir soap juxtaposed in the body of 
the article itself, two of them just be¬ 
low the picture of a girl student in a 
dancing pose! An ad for ‘Marvel’ soap 
is placed right in the middle of the 
‘Birthday Forecast’ column. As for 
other Sunday papers. The Hindu and 
the The Hindustan Times are only 
slightly better. The message is clear. 
It’s the ad boys who are calling the 
shots, at least on Sundays. Will the 
editors please wake up"^ 

In this context, some of the smaller 
papers occasionally come out with 
absorbing stuff. Recently, the Sunday 
magazine of the Gomantak Times, 
published from Goa, carried a well- 
researched, well-written piece on the 
resurgence of malaria at Panaji. The 
^illustrations were eye-catching and the 



The BBC man: Indian newspapers persist in deserving Yusuf Jameel thus 


statistics were up to date And there 
were no large-size coloiii ads 

ft ♦ ft 

The disinformation 
campaign 

Is Arun Shouiic slipping'^ His latest 
bombshell on the alleged Madhu 
Limaye-Chandra Shekhar-Rajiv Gan- 
dhi-CPI(M) leaders conspiracy to re¬ 
place V P Singh with a “national go\- 
ernment” had been hotly denied with 
some of those mentioned in the piece 
threatening to take the issue to the 
Press Council. In the same article, 
Shourie waxed eloquent on the 
alleged “disinformation campaign” in 
the media to discicdit the govern¬ 
ment 

“The ‘interview’ in which Jagmohan 
was alleged to have said that every 
Muslim in the Valley had jonied the 
militants. The interview was used to 


create chaos in Parliament and now i 
we learn that Jagmohan never gave it j 
And so on The very same newspapers | 
which broadcast the lies of Rajiv Gan- j 
dhi for three years are once again the i 
most zealous in spreading the disin- . 
formation today ” ! 

There is a contradiction here | 
Doesn’t Shoune know that C urrent 
weekly which earned the lagmohan i 
interview is one of the most ardent 
supporters of V P .Singh and even . 
managed to get the Prime Munster j 
to inaugurate its 4(ilh anniversary ' 
celebrations recently'' £ urrrnf editor, 
Ayub Sayed. is planning to file a Rs 1 
crore libel suit against the Bombay 
daily. The Independent, toi mention¬ 
ing. among other things that the | 
magazine “had little impait on jsublic I 
opinion" 

Let’s wait and watch, if Sayed also 
lakes Shourie to court foi the alleged 
disinformation charge' 
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“Any American official making 
ooocesaions to the Soviets today 
bu to exjdnn himseif,'’ Mr. Perlc 
Mtd, “u mucli as would luiy cotpo- 
rati ro jvMch^Mdc a deposU in s 

The Soviets have already eg 
Jo reduce by 50 percent their arse- 


TSSe^ AKlV&.Paeeli 


WonMirwrics: bizarru, but funny 


At The Reader’s Digest magazine, 
where I last worked, we are very par¬ 
ticular about word-breaks at the end 
of every line We would never have 
gone for the word-break, reproduced 
from the prestigious International 
Herald Tribune. A bit crude, but 
very, very, funny'* 
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DIPLOMACY 


The Malaysian sojourn 

V. P. Singh maintained a low profile on his ‘working holiday’, 
but managed to get his way on most issues 




uala l.urnput pni\ idcd 
|ust the hic.ik Vislivvan.tth 
Pratap .Smpli lie 

escaped at a lime when 
lemperatiires were snar¬ 
ing (n New Delhi and ihe pnlitk.il 
climate in (he capital was turning a 
little too hot tor comfort On the 
moining ol ^1 May, before the mei- 
ciirv could climb above the 40 degree 
mark, the Prime Minister took off on .i 
chaitered Air India Airbus tor five 
days in Malaysia ffe was scheduled to 
spend three davs hobnobbing with the 


leaders of the Group of 15 (G-15) 
developing countries, and one and a 
h.ilt days conferring w'lth his Malay¬ 
sian counterpart But it w'as going to 
be a relaxed visit with plenty of time to 
sit back between discussions And 
V’ F Singh needed all the time to 
think and lormulatc plans to deal with 

V.P. Singh arrives 
for the opening 
ceremony of the 
summit; (right) with 
Indonesian President 
Raden Suharto 


the crisis engulfing his party, the 
Janata Dal For, the weeks ahead 
promised lots ol political action with 
deputy prime minister Devi Lai deter¬ 
mined to humble him 

If the Prime Mmistci was inwardly 
perturbed, he did not show it when he 
appeared before newsmen on board 




W hile Gorbachev and Bush 
were hitting international 
headlines with their summit level 
talks at Washington DC, on the 
other side of the globe, a group of 
Third World leaders were busy 
with their own little summit. The 
meeting of the *Big-2’ might have 
giabbed most of the front pages 
worldwide, but the other confer¬ 
ence, the G-15 Summit (31 May—^3 
.June) held at the Malaysian capital 
of Kuala Lumpur, was no less 
portentous. The leaders who 
gathered at Kuala Lumpur were 
the bosses of the South (as the bloc 
of developing countries is collec¬ 
tively termed). And for the first 
time, they were meeting to chalk 
out action programmes to deipons- 
trate their collective clout. / 

Tlie nitty-gritties of the G-15 
Summit discussions were not im¬ 
portant. I'he significant part was 


The 

Southern 
bos ses m eet 

The G-15 Summit 
demonstrates die clout of 
the developing countries 


that powerful toutfi countries had 
realised that they would have to 
gjvcieacb other concessions, build 
real'ties amongst themselves, or 
, else they would twver he able to 
take on the capos of the rich North 
and make their presence fdt in the 
fast-changing Gorbadhevian era. 

Datuk §nri D,r -hfahathif 
Mohammad, the Mnaytdan .Ppifw 


Minister, while inaugurating the 
summit, observed that “self-help" 
was the best way for the South to 
solve its economic problems. And 
this approach marked a new begin¬ 
ning. In the past, the South coun¬ 
tries had felt that they must bar¬ 
gain like a trade union against the 
rich nations of the North. But a 
decade of pleadii^ did not yield 
much result On the contrary, the 
economically better-off members 
of the South found the screws 
tightening on them. The North, 
clearly, wgs in no mood to help the 
new power-centres of the South. It 
did nothing to ease the debt bur¬ 
den of a number of growing South 
countries; on the contrary,'it began 
to slap restrictions on imports from 
these countri^. 

The Mtdaysian Priiiie Mtni^er 
could not but mention “the fact is 
that most of our proUems arise 
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the special aircraft headed for the 
Malaysian capital, Kuala Lumpur. 
When he was asked what would hap¬ 
pen if the deputy prime minister, who 
was holding the fort in his absence, 
decided to capture the fort, Singh, 
without batting an eyelid, replied; "In 
a democracy, anything can happen." 
He smilingly assurecT the newsmen 
that events would not overtake him "I 
will be in touch with Delhi,” he added 
Before returning to his seat in the 
front of the aircraft, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter also explained the importance of 
the Malaysian visit and how it would 
help achieve Indian foreign policy and 
trade objectives. 

Accompanying the Prime Minister 
was the external affairs minister I K 


Gujral and a team of senior officials, 
including foreign secretary Muchkund 
Dubey, MEA additional secretary C. 
Dasgupta, foreign policy adviser m the 
PMO Ronen Sen, PMO’s economics 
expert Montek Singh Ahluwalia and 
MEA’s publicity chief Aftab Seth 
Also travelling with the Prime Minis¬ 
ter was his wife, Sita Kuman The Air 
India Airbus was crammed with peo¬ 
ple 31 government delegates, about 
35 media persons and a large contin¬ 
gent of Special Protection Group 
(SPG) personnel The size of the 
delegates' team underlined the im¬ 
portance of the visit. For the Malay¬ 
sians too, the visit was important and 
seconds after the aircraft docked, V P 
Singh was whisked away to the Malay- 

(Left) The Indian PM 
^ wHh Senegal’s 
I President H.E. Abdou 
I Dioup; witti Tanzanian 

^ leadw Julius Nyerere 

(far right) 


sian Parliament House for a ceremo¬ 
nial welcome. Later, a cavalcade of 
cars and motorcycle outriders escorted 
him to Kuala Lumpur's dc luxe Shan¬ 
gri-La Hotel. 

T he Prime Minister had not gone to 
make a spectacular splash in the 
international scene Unlike Rajiv 
Gandhi, who because of his family 
name had a leady advantage, V.P. 
Singh IS a newcomer in the foreign 
circuit and has yet to establish himself. 
At Kuala Lumpur, the Indian Prime 
Minister was brushing shoulders with 
world leaders like Indonesia’s Raden 
Suharto, Tanzania's Julius Nyerere 
and Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe If 
the luminaries who had gathered at 
1 Kuala Lumpur respected Singh for 
j anything, it was for his obvious strug- 
: gle in securing the Indian premiership. 

I Here was a man who had to be 
I watched 

I V P Singh, on his part, did not 



from our relations with the North" 
At the fame time, he made it clear 
that talking to the North (or to the 
1 si^hn-member group of OECD 
“ countries) would be just one of the 
.actions the G-15 would undertake. 
Mote important priorities would 
be trade”, investment and tectetolo- 
gjf flows within the Stnith. “We wiH 
costUuie to be markets for the 
North but we can, at the same 
time, develop out eeoncunic coop- 
figrttflon and trade with ead) other/' 
~im':said. 

All this might sound innocuous, 
flae tidh mrth has reason to be 
wtnried. ^spedatly it the more 
■ poweiflii South countries actualty 
, ..mmlement some of the oonemte. 
BTUisarals chalked out in Kuala 
...L.umiNn'. For iisiai^, .countries 
' jfflm lifMajfw and Bra^ tojgether 
.. tkUMttmie the largest supimus. 


tin in the world market. If they can 
agree on marketing and pricing 
policies on tin, the industrialised 
North would be in a tight spot. In 
fact, one of the many proposals 
contained in the joint communique 
issued by the G-J5 at the conclu¬ 
sion of the summit quite speciflcai- 
ly calls for cooperation to streng¬ 
then commodity markets and 
atdiieve stable, remunerative 
prices. Similarly, the summit lead¬ 
ers came up wHh.specific proposals 
on a host of other areas, including 
information flows, extm financing 
arrangements, trade promotions, 
etc. 

These decisions, if implemented 
over the years, could gradually 
change .the face of the world eco¬ 
nomy. For, the South today is the 
principal source of most strategic 
raw materials and possesses me 
.fastest growing markeu. Besides, 


the G-15 members are not just a 
group of big-talking leaders, they 
represent the most powerful sec¬ 
tion of the South. The 15 nations 
comprising the group are Brarii, 
Venezuela, Argentina, Peru, Mex¬ 
ico and Jamaica from Latin Amer¬ 
ica, Algeria. Egypt, Nigeria, 
Senegal and Zimbabwe from Afin- 
ca, India, Malaysia and Indooesia 
from Asia, and Yugoslavia from 
Europe. 

The G-15 Summit created more 
than ripples in the international 
community and, at the end of it, 
the Malaysian Prime Minister had 
to assure the world that nothing 
underhand was afoot. He went on 
to stress that the summit had no 
“secret agenda or bidden motives’*. 
The Southern bosses were clearly 
in an uptwat nsood and ready to 
start dianging the world in meir 
own modest ways. 
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attempt anv dramatics. His appioach 
was low-key, sober and, in the end, he 
got most of the things he wanted One 
of his principal aims was to use the 
(J I*' .Summit to air India’s views on 
Kashmir On this visit, Singh used a 
new appioach to explain India's piob- 
lems with Paksilan He contrasted 
Indo-Pak relations with those with 
China, which he said were ‘compli¬ 
cated” but congenial today on account 
of the fact that neither government 
suspected the other of indulgiui; m 
anything “underhand ” Me got this 
message across without being ciass 
and, in the process, secured the sup¬ 
port of two key Muslim nations. In 
donesia and Malaysia Both these 
countries, which also happen to be 
members of the influential Organisa¬ 
tion of Islamic Countries (OIC), 


accepted India’s stand on Kashmir and 
supported India’s view that its pirob- 
lems with Pakistan should be solved 
bilaterally and under the framework 
of the Shirnla Agreement. 

[ 7'his was no mean achievement. 

I For, Pakistan has been lobbying with 
j Muslim and western countries in an 
I effort to internationalise the Kashmir 
j issue and has been insinuating that the 
, problem could not be solved bilateral- 
; ly India has been trying to prove to 
i the world that the facts are otherwise 
! and that the Kashmir imbroglio is the 
I result of Pakistan sponsoring terrorists 
i in Kashmir. 'I his was also the message 
j that Indian external affairs minister 
I I K C/iiiral conveyed to jhc heads of 
' state, ftireign ministc'.s and foreign 
1 officials he met while in Malaysia. 
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Later. Gujral was to apologise to 
Indian newsmen for not being able to 
meet them while at Kuala Lumpui 
“The problem was that 1 was cithci 
meeting people, moving from one 
place to anolhei or busy at the hotel,” 
he said ”1 would not like to boast, but 
I can assure you that we achieved oui 
purpose,” he concluded. 

'I'he other ma|or objective of the 
visit was to iron out problems in 
Indo-Malaysian trade relations As 
Montek Singh Ahkiwalia told news¬ 
men befor-e arriving in Kuala Lumpur, 
India had an unfavourable trade ha- I 
lance with Malaysia Lasi year, India 
imported Rs .‘i41 7 crorcs worth of 
goods and .services from Malaysia but 
could export only Rs 269 5 crores to 
that country Traditionally, India has 
imported almost its total requirement 


of palm oil and tin from Malaysia, 
apart from substantial quantities of 
rubber In contrast India sells machin¬ 
ery and odd consignments aimed at 
the 1 5 million odd people of Indian 
origin residing im Malaysia. For many 
years, India had been trying to step up 
Its project exports to Malaysia and one 
of the aims of this visit was to finalise 
contracts for building hydel projects 
and an HMT-aided training centre 
among other ventures. 

The tnp also provided an opportun¬ 
ity for some hard bargaining. The 
Indian delegation subtly threatened to 
cut back on palm oil imports from 
Malaysia and turn to Indon<isia, which 
also produces large quantities of palm 
oil. In the end, the two sides appear to 
have compromised. Malaysia has 


promised to explore the possibilities of 
buying more from India for feeding its 
own aqd the lucrative ASEAN mar¬ 
ket India, on its part, has agreed to 
make added efforts, by improving the 
marketing and advertising of its con¬ 
sumer products, for Malaysia’s com¬ 
petitive market. 

During his bilateral talks with the 
Malaysian Prime Minister, Datuk Sen 
Dr Mahathir Mohammad, V.P Singh 
assured his counterpart that India had 
no intentions of cutting back on trade. 
On the contrary, the Indian Prime 
Minister said that he did not mind the 
tiade imbalance as long as the volume 
of tiadc between the two countries 
continued to expand and reach higher 
levels In other words, the Indians 
suggested that they were prepared to 
buy more and more from Malaysia as 
long as Malaysia too made an effort to 
buy increasingly greater amounts from 
India As a goodwill gesture, the 
Indian Prime Minister announced that 
more Malaysian students would 
allowed to study medicine in India, 
that India would help in the establish¬ 
ment of a new medical faculty in 
Malaysia and that it would offer solar 
energy expertise to the University of 
.Science at Penang 

V P Singh’s schedule was, on the 
whole, relaxed The closed sessions of 
the summit were generally brief—a 
total of seven and a half hours in three 
days—and more time was spent at 
informal meetings and banquets The 
Pnme Minister and his wife,along with 
other G-13 Summit leaders, also spent 
a night at the Awana retreat, a hill 
resort located 15 minutes flying time 
away from Kuala Lumpur 

All the while, the Pnme Minister 
was in touch with New Delhi And less 
than an hour after taking off from 
Kuala Lumpur, he joined newsmen in 
the aircraft to talk about the proposal 
for a ‘national government’. The 
Kuala Lumpur bieak had clearly 
helped For, Singh looked more re¬ 
freshed and vivacious “1 can step 
down if It helps the nation, .issues, not 
personalities, are more important tor 
the nation,” he gushed. Singh 
laughed, reparteed and willingly 
answered questions at the last press 
conference on the aircraft. When he 
landed, it was 40 degrees and getting 
warmer It was back to the hurly-burly 
of New Delhi politics. V.P. Singh 
cannot but have looked back with a 
.slight wistfulness at his Malaysian 
sojourn • 

IntirmnU Bmnmrfie/Kutrim Umpurand 
on board the PM’aaircnH 



V.P. Singh with Malaysian PM Datuk Mohammad: hard bargaining 
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A hou se divided 

The Raja and his ministers squabble—and governance takes a backseat 


W ith a Raja at the hclni, 
c(>urt intrigues are only 
to be expected And 
sure enough, the Indi¬ 
an government has 
I never appeared moic divided than it 
I does today Fattiorialism is rampant 
I with everyone cheerlully planting stor- 
i les against their foes Or even, when 
; the provocation is grave enough, 

I issuing statements tiilicising govern- 
I ment policy Meetings of the Union 
I Uabinet lesemblc nothing more than a 
b.^e,-h>i-al!, with each man foi himself 
/tjfra Devi 1 al take the hindmost No- 
tffi'lody dri'ams of asking the Prime 
f-Ministei to intervene and restore 
ordei, for P Singh is playing the 
same i;anies as anyone else- though 
with a gieatei degree of manipulative 
finesse And with e\ci\ minister 
worth his porltolio at odds with his 
colleagues, it seems onlv a mattei of 
1 time before the house the Rtipi built 
; comes Clashing dtnvn on fiis fin cap 
i A quick round-up oi the Dal go\- 
eriirnenl's taetion.il quariels the 
Pi line Minister and liis deputy are at 
loggerheads with each othei, on every 
issue of impoit, t)m Pr.ikash C'hautala 
pioiiiinent among them Of late, dif¬ 
ferences have csen developed be¬ 
tween eommerce ministei Arun Nehru 
and V P Singh, i'eadmg to the former 
keeping a very low piofile While (he 
. Tail and vice-chairman of the Plarming 
rommission Ramakrishna Hegde 
make no secret of their dislike for each 
other, Ajit Singh has yet lev forgive 
Hegde for the phone-tapping scandal 
I Nathu Ram Miidha harbours no love 
i for the Chiiudhaiy ever since the latter 
' brandished his shoes at him during a 
Da! Parliamentaiy Board meeting 
Home minister Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed nurses a grouse against 
George Feinarides ever since he was 
handed over charge of .laiiimu and 
Kashmir Nilaniani Routray has 
already succeeded in reducing his 
ministei of stale, Maneka Gandhi to a 
cipher, and the lady has in a memoi- 
able one-liner, dubbed him a veget¬ 
able The othci Mrs Gandhi is also 
said to be upset with Anf Mohammad 
Khan. The current cease-fiie between 
the Ajit Singh and Devi l.al camps 
notwithstanding, the Tau's protege, 
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textile minister .Sharad Yadav is still 
looking out for .in opportunity to set¬ 
tle scores with the industry minister 
Union minister for petroleum S | 
Gurupadaswamy ictuses to even ex¬ 
change words with Hegde, and fooil 
minister Mirdha ean'l st.ind the sight 
of his ministei of state, R.im Puian 
Patel 

On the whole, ministers arc more 
anxious !(' te.ich their rivals a lesson 
than dispose of Government of India 
work 


MUi'aftarabad, Bharatiya Kisan llnion 
(BKU) Icadei Mahendra Singh Tikait 
addressed Devi L.al as Prime Minister 
And none of the leadeis m .ittend- 
ance including such stalw.iits as Ajit 
Singh and Cliandi.i Shekhai raised 
any obieclions Tik.iit also laid i 
foundation stone which had tin 
Chaudharv dow'ii as PM thus ensui 
that later geneiations lemernbeied 
him, and not the Ra] i, .is the head of 
the irtal government 

The Raja, for his part, holds forth 
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Devi Lei and V.P. Singh: a reconciliation seems impossible 


V.P, SIN&H 


DEVI UL 


■The Chaudharv helped I'r,' Raj.i on 
to the f;addi, with a little whit.- lie But j 
things have deteriorated with amazini; i 
rapidity since then. V P Singh ma\ 
have managed to get Chautala off his 
back, but he has e.trned the impl.ii- 
able ire of his dcpiif. m the process 
The Tau has gone on the record, 
saying that it the Prime Mimsiei i.in 
betray his colleague, he can, all too 
easily, betray the nition And as he 
tours the country m his nifty little 
“plane” he regales newsmen with anti- 
Raja stories These accounts generally 
end with the reiteralion of the fact that 
he (Devi Lai) made V'.P Singh the 
Prime Minister. 

His supporters go even further, no 
doubt, with the C'haudhaiy's bles¬ 
sings. Recently, at a function held in 


on Lai's ills, but onlv (line to bis dis- 
eieet image) oft the record Singh's 
advisois aie also woikuif. .lelivclv to 
iid the Cabmel t'f the Tau Soon after 
the political affairs ci'iiiniitlce ilccided 
to dump C'hautala, a tew ministers 
suggested that the PM should now- 
work on removing the f'haiulhary 
And if matters tonlmiie to deierio- 
rate, the Ra).i may h.ive no wav out 
but to exeieise this option 


V.P. SINGH 


m 


AJIT SINGH 


My enemy’s enemy is my friend 
This reasoning seems to work with 
A)it Singh, who has taken to coiuting 
the Tau, now that he has fallen out 
with V P Singh And if the Raja has 
lost a powerful ally (even if he is the 
flip-flop man of the Dal) he h.is only 
himself to blame. The Prime Minister 
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V.P. Sbigh wid AJIt Singh: the Raia has lost a powerful aHy 


has ditched the industry minister not 
on one occasion but thncc First, VPS 
asked Ajit Singh to fly to Lucknow 
and contest for the LIP chief minis¬ 
tership. He (the Raja) would ensure 
that Chaudhary Charan Singh's son 
was supported by the majority of the 
legislators Taking the PM at his word, 
Ajit Singh went to the Uttar Pradesh 
capital. But the Raja had a change of 
heart in the meantime and asked the 
legislators to vote against Singh 
Then again, Ajit Smgh appointed 
Ram Pujan Patel the chief ot the UP 
unit of the party after consulting the 
Prime Minister But once chief minis¬ 
ter Mulayam Singh Yadav found fault 
with this appointment. V P. Singh 
promptly dissociated himself from the 
move The truth was out, however, 
when Ajit Singh and Yadav compared 
notes after a few months 

Next, when the Meham controversy 
was dominating newspaper headlines 
the Pnme Minister asked Ajit Smgh to 
visit Meham The latter agreed only 
too readily But no sooner had the 
Chaudhary let out a bellow of anger 
that V.P Singh (in a letter to his depu¬ 
ty) claimed that he had advised the 
industry minister against the visit. 

To add to Singh’s displeasure, came 
I the Raja’s decision to appoint a minis- 
' ter of state (Srikant Jena) in his minis¬ 
try, though most Cabinet members 
considered close to the PM handle 
their portfolios on their own Since the 
Raja had proved totally unreliable, 
Ajit Singh turned to the Tau instead. 
Their new-found closeness was only 
too evident when they undertook a 
joint tour of Western UP, around the 
time of Chaudhary Charan Singh’s 
death anniversary Both travelled on 
\ the same helicopter and addressed 
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meetings from the same platform, 
with their supporters keeping up a 
constant refrain that the two should 
live like father and son 

Of late, Ajit Singh also seems io 
have come closer to commerce minis¬ 
ter Arun Nehru. And this can onl> 
add to the Raja’s troubles 


that Nehru was attempting to affect al 
reconciliation with his cousin Rajiv. 

V P Singh put his Cabinet secretary 
Vinod Pande on the job, to ascertain 
the (ruth of the matter Pande, in turn, 
recruited a senior IAS officer, who 
spoke to the sister of a leading indus- 
tnalist in the course of his investiga¬ 
tions She was told that if her brother 
ensured that Rajiv Gandhi called 
Nehru on the phone, there would be 
no further harassment by the Directo¬ 
rate of Enforcement (This industrial¬ 
ist IS close to both Gandhi and Nehru ) 
The brother refused and a couple of 
days later his house was raided while 
he was undergoing heart surgery 

The Raja has also planted his own 
men in the commerce minister’s 
realm Secretary, commerce, .S P 
Shukla is a V P Smgh man, as is the 
chairman of the Trading Corpoiation 
S V S Raghavan 

Nehru has leacted to this by adopt- . 
mg an even lowet profile than usual ' 
But as VPS know's all too well a silent 
Nehru is a dangerous man too 


DEVI LAL 


RAMAKRISHNA HEGOE 


V.P. SINGH 


ARUN NEHRU 


When the Raja walked out ot the 
Congress government to form the .Ian 
Morcha and plot Rajiv’s downfall. 
Arun Nehru was one of his closest 
lieutenants But hardly had the Dal 
government hit its stride (only m a 
manner ot speaking) that V.P. Singh 
began doubting where his commerce 
minister’s loyalties really lay Several 
events transpired to convince the PM 


When Om Prakash Chautala con¬ 
tinued m office even after the Meham 
poll was countermanded the second 
time round. Planning Commission 
member L C Jam resigned m disgust 
And then, withdrew the resignation as 
soon as the Tau’s eldest-born “bowed 
to the paity directive’’ and quit the 
Haryana chief ministership. The depu¬ 
ty PM extracted due revenge on Jam 
by sending members of the infamous 
Green brigade over to Yojana Bha- 
van, to mutilate the member’s name- 


Anin Nehru and V.P. Singh: Mends no ionger 
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GEORGE FERNANDES 


MUFTI SAYEED 
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Devi Lai and R.K. Hegde: IWaham waa the last straw 


and ransack his office 
Sf/Bul It was vice-chairman Planning 
fe'ommission, R K llegde, who had 
► j>revailed upon Jam to rejoin Hegde 
had also issued a statement to the 
effect that if Chautala’s resignation 
hadn’t come when it did, he too would 
have resigned fuim the Planning (’om- 
mission This was enough to make 
Hegde public enemy number one in 
the eyes ol Lai 

He began the campaign by asking 
for Hegde’s resignation When that 
didn’t quite work out, l.al scuttleil his 
plans of leading a partv delegation to 
China 


AJIT SINGH 


RAMAKRiSHNA HEGDE 


Their quarrel goes back to the days could hardly have ^ 
when Ajit Singh, then interim presi- move, 

R.K. Hagife and AJH Sbifh: H bagan wHh tha tala phon a-tapping 


dent of the Janata Party, had launched 
a crusade against Karnataka chief 
minister Hegde The now'-infamous 
telephone tapping scandal broke when 
Hegde released transcripts of Apt 
Singh’s conversations with H D Deve 
Gowda to Indian f-xpre'<\ editor Aiun 
Shoune, m an attempt to vindicate his 
position The ruse backtired, but that 
IS another storv 

Hegde believes that Ajit Singh is m 
league with his arch-enemy Subrama- 
niam Swamy, and that he was re¬ 
sponsible for inducting Swamy in the 
Rajya Sabha Singh also extended his 
support to S R Bommai in the elec¬ 
tion to the post ol Dal president And 
Hegde, rabidly anti-Bornmai as he is, 
could hardly have appreciated the 
move. 



George Fernandes may have suc¬ 
ceeded in getting Jagmohan removed 
from the governorship of Jammu and 
Kashmir, but Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed managed to evict Fernandes 
from J&K affairs as well. 

The railway minister had begun 
complaining about the Mufti ever 
since he was handed special charge of 
Kashmir Fernandes reportedly ac¬ 
cused Sayeed of having links with the 
terrorists, and even handed over some 
cassettes to the Prime Minister which 
confirmed the charge Unconfirmed 
rumours also have it that Fernandes 
was the brain behind the recent signa 
ture campaign against the home 
minister 

Sayeed, too, made no secret of his 
animosity toward Fernandes, openly 
cnticising his policy of going soft on 
the extremists and opening a dialogue 
with them Reports have it that the 
Mufti is behind the official denial of 



Goorge Femandet and INufti 
Mohammad: aiiiiabbllng over Kashmir 

the Fernandes statement which men¬ 
tioned talks with Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front (JKIF) leader, 
Amanullah Khan 

But the Fernandes camp hasn’t 
been sitting idle either Supporters of 
the railway minister are busy trying to 
convince the Raja that if George has 
been kept out of Kashmir, the Mufti 
should be lemovcd from the scene as 
well 


SHARAO YADAV 


AJIT SINGH 


When the Lok Dal split, Yadav and 
Singh found themselves in opposing 
ranks Even now, when they are both 
leading leaders of the Janata Dal, old 
enemities persist, with the duo fight¬ 
ing each other on all issues, including 
ticket distribution During Laloo Pra¬ 
sad Yadav’s election to the post of 
Bihar CM, the heated exchanges be¬ 
tween Sharad Yadav and Ajit Singh 
had party workers with weak hearts 
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Dhiin move'll an amendment to the 
Bill 

Instantlv. several ministers zeroed 
in on Ram Dhan (who has been 
assigned (’abmet rank) asking him to 
desist. But the agitated member was 
bevond leason, and engaged-Paswan 
m a heated argument, which had the 
Coiigiess(I) benches m ecsiasv 

It was onlv on Chandia Shekhar's 
bidding that Ram Dhan withdrew his 
aineiidmeni 


MANEKA GANDHI 


AJH Singh and Sharad Yadav: in opposing ranks 

scurrying for cover 

Since the industry and the textile MANEKI 
and food processing ministries are 
closely allied, this quarrel means that Nilai 
several proposals arc lying in limbo have fi 
because of the communication gap be- Gt 
tween the ministeis At present com- *he bai 
merce minister Nehru is attempting to Man 
affect a reconciliation But the her on 
chances of success arc pretty iemote dustiia 


DEVI LAL 


NATHURAM MIRDHA 



Dovi Lai and Nathuram Mirdha: 
dashof the Jats 

elections, when both leaders wanted 
the list of candidates to be weighed 
down by their supporters. Soon after 
Devi Lai lobbied extensively for his 
grandson Abhay Singh to be made a 
minister in the Rajasthan Cabinet, but 
Mirdha shot down this proposal as 
well 

Result, the two men are no longer 
on talking terms, and abuse each other 
at private gatherings At Cabinet 
meetings thev criticise each others 
proposals, often without even under¬ 
standing the issues at stake 


MANEKA GANDHI 


INILAMANI ROUTRAY 


The clash of these Jats once had the 
Janata Dal parliamentary board in 
thrall, with both men brandishing 
chappals at one another This dining 
the run-up to the Rajasthan Assembly 


Nilamani Routiav may appear t(> 
have fixed his mimstei of stale Man- 
eka Gandhi (sec ston on pu^e 22). but 
the battle is fat from ovci 
Maneka, well awaic that she owes 
her ouster, at least partly, to the in- 
dustiial lobby (the lady had eaneelled 
the licenses of 23 distilleries, and held 
up several projrosals o1 setting uj' new 
units because environmental sale- 
guards had not been implemented) is 
not likely to give up witlioul a light 
And in the ensuing stiuggic she mav 
well have to lake on Aiiin Nehru as 
well Appaientiv. he doesn’t want anv 




Routray and Marwka 
GandM : round one to ftoutray 

Gandhi to flourish in polities and man¬ 
oeuvred the situation so that Man- 
eka’s green dream was shattered 


RAM SILAS PASWAN 


RAM DHAN 


Union minister of labour and wel¬ 
fare Ram Bilas Paswan was recently 
faced with an embarrassing situation 
in Parliament. When Paswan intro¬ 
duced a Bill in the House, seeking to 
give statute powers to the scheduled 
caste/scheduled tribes commission, 
the chairman of the commission. Ram 


ARIF MOHAMMAD 


It all began when M.ineka got into a 
fiL'in with UP forest mimstei Aslam 
,SIki khan heiaiise loiest oMiiiuls ol 
the slate weien't obevmg net lom- 
iiiands I 111 gieen minister belies s 
that Ant Moli.unmaiJ Khan (and h\ 
extension Arioi Nelnu) ,iie efitour.ig- 
iiig .\slam Slid Khan and has there 
l(iie, mounted a i ampaign ag.mist the 
oiien;\ .mil iivil .oiation mimstei 
1 hough Ant lontnnies to protest bis 
innoecnee . 


T he list ol Lonfhets is endless R K 
Hegde (lies his best to keep S 
Gutupailaswanu out ol the Cabinet, 
on the grounils (hat the p.irtv would be 
best seived d he was appointed piesi- 
di III ot the K.irn.'ilaka Dal unit In his 
Inin, tiuiupadaswamx supports the 
candidature ol S R Bommai loi the 
party presidentshqi, well awaie that 
Ilcgde can’t stand the man Nathuram 
Miidha comes into lonfhit with Ram 
Pu)an Patel Ins mimstei o( state, 
whom he accuses of insubordination. 

Inlighting IS rampant m the tanks of 
the bureaucracy as well The Raja’s 
protege ( abincl secretary Vinod 
Pande is at loggerheads with home 
secietary Naresh Chandra, who owes 
allegiance to the Arun Nehru-Mufti 
Moiiammad Sayeed camp The two 
dashed over the ajrpointment of the 
Punjab Governor While Pande was in 
lavoui of former naval chief Admiral 
rahliam, Naresh Chandra insisted on 
P K Kaul The home secretary got his 
mimstei to okay his pioposal, and 
even got dearanec from the Pnme 
Minister Ultimately Kaul refused to 
gc' 

But, if the Raja and his nnmsters 
don’t gel on with the task of gov¬ 
erning—instead of concentrating on 
pulling the lug from under the next 
man’s feet--the Dal government itself 
may be gone And soon • 

I Rajiv Shukla/Naw DaVM 
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What did Madam Tussaud of 
Limdov saij to the Skupak Maa ' 

'Your wax statue could look 
splendid! But would anyone 
ever recognize you in a statie 
' posture?” 
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Dreams 
die first 


Green minister 
Maneka Gandhi is 
divested of all real 
powers 


I t could well mark the end of 
Maneka Gandhi’s green dream. 
The young and sprightly lady 
who joined the Union Cabinet 
last December with a lot of hope 
and created ripples with her uncon¬ 
ventional ways and brash manners, 
suddenly finds herself out of favour 
with her seniors The day Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh appointed Nila- 
mam Routray as a minister m the 
department of environment and 
forests. It was amply clear that the 
days of Maneka—she is a minister of 
state in the same ministry—were num¬ 
bered. But no one expected that 
Routray would divest his junior of 
practically all powers 
It was a clean, swift operation Thesj^ 
environment minister's order came on 
the night of 31 May, when the Prime 
Minister was away in Malaysia. The 
cryptic circular, issued under Rule 3 of 
the Government of India (transaction 
of business rules), 1961, said: “In 
supercession of all previous orders on 
the subject...minister for environment 
and forests has, however, with im¬ 
mediate effect, limited the cases to be 
disposed of by Mrs Gandhi to 17 
heads " 

Thus, in one stroke, all important 
ministry subjects—the proposed new 
forest policy, the national wasteland 
development board, environment 
appraisal and clearance of major pro¬ 
jects and the national fund for 
c afforestation—were taken away from 
SManeka, who, despite her loud 
mouth, is undisputably a committed 

jjCnvironnicnt&list v 
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What was left to Maneka were: 
charge of the Delhi zoo, the responsi¬ 
bility of depolluting Delhi, greening of 
Haryana, and the administration of 
water and air pollution acts. Also 
included were clerical chores like 
answering questions in the Rajya 
Sabha and granting study leave to 
ministry officials. 

As things stand, Maneka Gandhi 
has been left with virtually nothing— 
depolluting Delhi ultimately being the 
responsibility of the chief secretary of 
the Delhi administration and greening 
of Haryana, the task of the chief 
minister of the state Moreover, the 
three water and air pollution acts will 
become redundant once the Environ¬ 
ment Protection Act comes tnto effect 
and the National Zoo Authonty, for 
which she will ultimately be responsi- 
ble, IS yet to be established 
// Leaving the minister of state with 
'/ the bare mundane and the routine is 
^ seen as a logical culmination of a move 
which first began with Nilamani Rout -1 
ray coming in as Union minister i 
Hailier, Maneka had a virtual carle j 
blanche in running the environment I 
ministry with only a very busy Prime | 
Minister doing the customary super¬ 
vising Routray's induction into the 
ministry was, therefore, seen as a 
move to cut her down to size 
However, Routray had a reputation 
of being an ineffectual, weak minister 
who had done nothing really worth¬ 
while m his previous post as health 
minister And the already strained 
relations between the two were made 
worse when an enraged Maneka said 
m a newspaper interview that she 
would chew up her senior and that he 
• was a vegetable anyway 

T here are other factors that have 
made Maneka extremely unpopu¬ 
lar The many toes she had stepped 
upon on her way to fulfilling her 
commitment to preserve the environ¬ 
ment, for instance Or even the many 
influential people she rubbed the 
wrong way in her haste to prove her 
point. She spared no effort to give her 
defunct ministry a definite shape, 
sending terse summons to senior 
ministers. But then there was no 
doubt that she was overdoing it a bit 
and the fallout was only inevitable 
“Her being stripped of powers was 
only a matter of time With the 
number of people she had antago¬ 
nised, this only had to happen,” said 
an environmental activist, adding that 
Routray’s circular was an obvious 
attempt to curb her influence The 


obvious conclusion—that the powerful 
industrialist-contractor lobby used its 
influence in the government to dis¬ 
place an energetic and concerned 
minister who relentlessly pursued a 
rigid afforestation and pollution poli¬ 
cy, refusing to sanction forest land for 
industrial purposes and penalising in¬ 
dustries for violating pollution control 
laws 

The tanneries near Kanpur, for 



Environment minister 
Nilamani Routray 


The day Prime Minister 
V.P. Singh appointed 
Nilamani Routray as 
minister in the 
department of 
environment and 
forests, it was amply 
clear that the days of 
Maneka Gandhi were 
numbered 


instance, spewing out poisonous 
effluents into the Ganga for decades, 
were told to instal ireatment plants 
with the threat that their electricity 
supply would be cut off. And an irate 
businessman in Uttar Pradesh said 
that her decision to ban the export of 
wild birds is going to cost him Rs 20 
lakh every year 

On a consistent collision course with 
‘‘vested interests”, Maneka has also 
been refusing to sanction forest land 


for the rehabilitation of displaced 
villagers of the Narmada dam in 
Maharashtra As a result, the state 
government now finds itself in a quan¬ 
dary, unable to formulate any proper 
rehabilitation plans. “There is a stale¬ 
mate now with the central govern¬ 
ment’s repeated refusal to give clear¬ 
ance to the state government’s plans,” 
said a member of Kalpvnksh, an 
environmental group in Delhi. In fact, 
Maneka has said, in a written question 
in Parliament, that the ministry will 
make no move towards the construc¬ 
tion of the dam till the conditions 
imposed by it were refulfilled. 

O pinion, however, is divided on 
whether Maneka could do some¬ 
thing worthwhile in the environment 
ministry Despite her commitment, 
she could do absolutely nothing on the 
two major issues confronting the 
country today—the multi-crore Tehri 
and Narmada dams The only effec¬ 
tive moves being the fact that she has 
placed her opposition to these two 
projects on record 

On other minor issues, however, 
she has been most vocal For instance, ! 
rescuing a bear from his keepers | 
custody on grounds that the animal | 
was being illtreated Or pulling up an i 
ofhcial in the Society for the Preven- ] 
tion of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for i 
being unsuccessful in winning the con- I 
I fidence of the people, rushing to help i 
I when a stray dog is injured and 
j making periodic visits to the zoo In 
! fact, according to some, she has been 
more visible than is necessary, 
j embroiling herself in unnecessary con- 
■ trovcrsies, in the process (While bird- 
j keepers are planning to go to the 
i Delhi Court against the environment 
I ministry, the keepers of Munna the 
; bear have already filed a case in the 
i Supreme Court) 

j “Whatever be her faults—her fai- 
! lures to make a difference where it 
i really mattered—the point is that for 
! the first time we have a minister who 
I really cares about the environment 
and about animals. That, in itself, is a 
big thing,” says an environmentalist, 
adding that Routray’s move is de¬ 
finitely not welcome 
However grave the provocation 
may have been, Maneka, contrary to 
the expectation that she would, in her 
usual impetuous way, resign im¬ 
mediately, has decided to play it cool 
“1 have got the Delhi zoo and 1 am 
going to make it the best in the 
country,” she said stoically • 

MAhi Mn/M0w IMM 


MMMV17—23 Jura IMU 


23 






The carnival is over 

Popularising India’s heritage through festivals and Ustavs is 
out—but the Raja offers no alternative either 


I f Rajiv Gandhi’s Raj was one Tlie mam aim of a comprehensive Utsavs serve a purpose besides that of 
big cultural tamasha from start cultural policy, according to Dr Laxmi being an ostentatious advertisement 
to finish, the present govern- Sihare, director-general of New De- for the Congress(I)‘’ Apparently, yes 
ment is too busy singing dirges Ihi’s National Museum, “is to create “If culture was sprinting during the 
for the demise of these un- an environment and conditions which earlier regime, today it has come to a 
savoury binges to formulate a facilitate creative pursuits by artists standstill,” comments a senior official 
meanin^l policy of its own. It took and gifted intellectuals”, the streng- in the culture department. Adds 
the Dal government five months to thening and building of institutions another- “Whether you criticise or 
decide that the human resource de- like museums, libraries, academies, praise Rajiv Gandhi’s decisions, at 
velopment (HRD) portfolio was signi- and the orgamsation of art seminars least he took them promptly. Despite 
ficant enough to warrant a separate And to club culture with information the Prime Minister holding the HRD 
minister of state. Then, there was talk and broadcasting would be suicidal, is portfolio himself until May, files take 
of the HRD ministry being merged the almost unanimous opinion of as long as four months to clear and 
with the information and broadcasting those actively involved in the field, there is a terrible delay in the imple- 
ministry, mainly because the I&B Says Sihare: “Whereas information is mentation of crucial programmes. Ac- 
minister liked the idea of presiding short-lived, and has,tendency to satis- tions might lead to mistakes, but 
over cultural functions. And felt that if fy the immediate need, culture is keeps the lifeline vibrant Inaction 
he controlled cinema, Doordarshan absorbed through a process of osmo- leads to a stalemate, and the rot sets 
and the information set-up, why not sis, which could take decades, even in.” 

cultureBut, as the erstwhile un- centuries. You cannot tackle culture If the National Front’s manifesto is 
crowned Czarina of culture, Pupul with the news media approach.” anything to go by, however, it is de- 

Jayakar,pointed out, “Does that mean So, did the Rajiv government for all finitely favourably inclined to the en- 
that they (the present government) its razzmatazz, contribute effectively couragement of culture.The document 
perceive culture as merely song and to the dissemination of culture? Did makes clear that the Front would not 
dance?” the lavish Festivals of India and Apna promote “sarkari culture with great 
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Fntival of India In U S S R: an 

tmage-promotion jamboree 


fanfare” as the previous government 
had been doing and that “expensive 
and ostentatious centrally-sponsored 
festivals and synthetic utsavs would be 
abandoned in favour of a multitude of 
local initiatives and talents”. While 
recognising that “true people’s culture 
can flourish only through the en- 
^ couragement of, and respect for, diffe¬ 
rent cultural identities and their man¬ 
ifestations”, the National Front gov¬ 
ernment promised to “promote clas¬ 
sical and folk traditions in arts, crafts, 
music, theatre, dance, etc., and en¬ 
courage them through traditional in¬ 
stitutions and schools, which evolved 
and sustained them for hundreds of 
years”. 

B ut well-meaning promises are one 
thing and the ability to deliver 
quite another. And the government’s 
good intentions have been smothered 
by indecision and indifference where 
the sphere of culture is concerned— 
much as happened earlier with Door- 
darshan autonomy. “The cultural 
scene today is dead, dull, and dreary,” 
says a senior ministry source. “The 
government is more interested in con¬ 
solidating its position and in the Par- 



JqniHR "Does Ifte 
govtnmentpaveive 
cuUunas merefy song and 
dance?” 



those ndto 
finmd dte festivtds and Utsavs 
aMmuch should be 
that this 

government’s view on culture 
is duttpeople should have 
meirowH:View’^ 



dfoom^ which cotddmke 
meai&;aveneentwrles. You 
<utnn0imtkie^^ctthurewithdie 


hament proceedings, than in dissemi¬ 
nating art and culture to the milhons.” 

Rajiv Gandhi’s predilections for 
holding Festivals of India and Apna 
Utsavs was regarded as either a mani¬ 
festation of his arty upbringing or a 
carefully-orchestrated advertisement 
campaign for the Congress(I). So, 
does the present cultural ennui reflect 
the nonchalance of the Raja? Most 
people seem to agree with this percep¬ 
tion. “When V.P. Singh became 
Prime Minister, we were told he is a 
poet, a painter and a photographer, 
and would be genuinely interested in 
culture.” says the head of a prestigious 
cultural institution “But obviously he 
finds he has more important things to 
attend to than files on culture. This 
stalemate is very frustrating.” 

“The present government is so bus^ 
demolishing what the Congress Raj 
established, that they are taking no 
new initiatives,” complains a Congres- 
s(I) functionary Old-timers in the 
field who have witnessed the evolution 
of India’s cultural policy since Jawa- 
harlal Nehru’s days, point out that 
each Pnme Minister has traditionally 
identified his or her chosen culture 
queen or king, even if it did amount to 
favouritism and infighting. 

Nehru had Kamaladevi Chatto- 
padhyay and Badruddin Tyabji, Mrs 
Gandhi relied on Pupul Jayakar, Usha 
Bhagat and Sharada Prasad Behind 
the scenes, were committed culture 
pundits who wielded .some influence in 
the corridors of power, such as theatre 
director Ebrahim Alkazi and Laxmi 
Sihare, former director of the Nation¬ 
al Gallery of Modern Art and current 
head of the National Museum “In the 
present set-up, we have no one person 
that we can rely upon to provide the 
crucial conduit to those in power,” 
complains a reputed official of a cultu¬ 
ral institution. “We had hoped that 
Gujral, with his experience of, and 
interest in, culture, would be such a 
person, but he has his hands full. The 
government should quickly identify 
such people. It’s not that they don’t 
exist.” 

“The present government’s noncha¬ 
lance IS no excuse to let the Congres- 
s(l) off the hook for the excesses they 
committed in the name of culture,” 
says an official involved in the Festiv¬ 
als of India. "You can’t use culture as 
a handmaiden for a particular political 
image, once you start politicising cul¬ 
ture, there’s trouble.” 

Not to mention the colossal expense 
incurred to project the supposedly 
best face of Indian culture abroad. 
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predilection for festivals and Utsavs was regarded as a manifestation 
of his arty upbringing So is the present culture ennui a reflection of the 

Ra|a'B attitude"^ 


The Festivals of India cost the country 
Rs 25 crores in the USSR, Rs 11-12 
crores each in the USA and France, 
Rs 1 20 crores in the UK and Rs 3 6 
crores in Japan (the host countries 
contributed identical sums) Then, 
there was the month-long Japanese 
festival in India, which entailed an 
expenditure of Rs 50 lakhs The Indi¬ 
an festival m Sweden cost Rs 75 lakhs, 
and an estimated Rs 4 5 crores will go 
into the forthcoming festival in Ger¬ 
many. 

C ontrary to popular belief, it was 
not Rajiv Gandhi but his mother 
Indiia who initiated the move to hold 
festivals abroad. “The brief Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi gave me was very clear," recalls 
Pupul Jayakar. “The minds of world 
leaders were closing m and people to 
people contact was very necessary." 

Jayakar dismisses allegations that 
the nation’s scarce resources were 
squandered on these international im¬ 
age-promotion jamborees. “All this 
talk of vast sums of foreign exchange 
being spent is just not true.” she says 
foicefully. “1 am told that tourism 


from these countries to India has gone 
up by 40 per cent annually. And this is 
not a one-time gam." But a senior 
official in'volved with the festivals dis¬ 
agrees; “There is no way we can deter¬ 
mine how much the Festivals of India 
have contributed to tourism.” 

Jayakar insists, however, that it is 
important to appreciate that after a 
thousand years, interest in Indian 
culture has been revived in the coun¬ 
tries where the festivals were held 
She says “A very senior ambassador 
from one of these countries told me 
that festivals did more than what 10 
years ot diplomacy could have done to 
establish India in the minds of people 
We die the pioneers, other countries 
are planning similar events; you simp¬ 
ly don't understand the implications if 
you are putting us down ” 

While, admitting her uncertainty as 
to what shape the Dal government will 
give to the culture policy, Jayakar 
concedes that the Congress regime 
concentrated too much on the per¬ 
forming arts, ,it the expense of streng¬ 
thening and building cultural institu¬ 


ApiM Utsav: the best face of Indian culture? 



tions. Much more money needs to be ^ 
spent on training people in the area of 
management of institutions such as 
museums, libraries and art education 
academies. “We have, for example,” 
says Jayakar, “only one conservation 
laboratory in Lucknow for books, 
photographs and art objects which is 
just not enough.” 

Jaya Jaitly, long involved in the 
crafts and handloom sectors, defends 
the present government’s lack of a 
culture policy, saying- “All those who 
found the festivals and Utsavs a bit 
much should be thankful that this 
government’s view on culture is that 
people should have their own view ’’ 

B ut a democratic cultural policy is 
one thing, the virtual absence of 
any direction is quite another. While 
certain institutions such as the Nation¬ 
al Museum and the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR’s director- 
general, Veena Sikn, says she per- Lm 
ceives very little difference between ' * 
the two governments’ policies, except 
that things are more'low-key), con¬ 
tinue to do commendable work, the 
cultural effort, as a whole, remains 
disorganised 

Sources in the URD ministry are 
hopeful that things will change in the 
near future, with the appointment of 
Chimanbhai Patel as minister of state 
But most culture vultures remain a 
little sceptical Says one “We don’t 
doubt that Patel, like V P. Singh, has 
the best of intentions, but it is too 
early to say whether his appointment 
will have any significant impact on the 
ministry ” 

So, what needs to be done? Jaitly 
has her own views on the matfer: 
“There should be an enlightened 
minister and a progressive policy in 
which It IS understood that the prere¬ 
quisite for cultural forms to flourish is 
to have contented people. The shifting 
of such an amorphous and abstract 
subject from one ministry to another 
hardly makes a difference.” 

Di Laxmi Sihare maintains; "Cul¬ 
ture IS such a vital subject that no 
political party, iirespective of differ¬ 
ences in their ideology can afford to 
Ignore it. As far as jxissible, some sort 
of consensus should be evolved.” He 
suggests that all ministries share the 
responsibility of evolving common 
programmes for the propagation of 
culture 

For, the cultural ship will remain 
anchorless and adrift unless the pow¬ 
ers that be appoint their new mes- 
siahs. • 

Shinu SMiva/Nmw DmMit 











THE SOUTH BLOCK 


INDER MALHOTRA 


Summit of the poor 

The G-15 takes off, but will its voice be heard? 



Cj-I 5, which had its 
maiden meeting at 
Kuala Lumpur at the 
beginning o( June, is 
the poor nations’ 
answer to G-7, the 
most exclusive club 
ot the rich of the 
world, all ol them white, with the 
exception ol Japan, which has tradi- 
tionallv been treated as a honoraiy 
white nation however The letter G in 
both cases stands for group 

But. like the chasm that separates 
the rich and the poor both nationally 
and inteinationally, there is a signifi¬ 
cant tlilfcrencc between the two 
groups (i-7 IS both the privileged club 
in Its cntiiety and its executive arm, 
(1-1“', now III the process ot taking 
shape, can at best be a standing 
committee of the large body of poor 
nations which continues to be called 
fi-77. although, its membership has 
already shot up to more than 12t) 
The task ol G-15 is unenviable It is 
tt. put back some life and pep into the 
North-South negotiations for a new 
,md just international economic order, 
which have turned into a classic case 
of the dialogue of the deaf Ironically, 
the end of the cold war and the 
concomitant superpower detente have 
reinforced the resolve of the rich to 
impose their will on the rest of the 
world as far as the management of the 
global economy is concerned Witness 
the big stick of the Super-.501 the 
United States is wielding against those 
refusing to fall in line and. even more 
significantly, speeches by James Bak¬ 
er, the US secretary of state, proc¬ 
laiming that NATO and even the UN 
system would be used fur among other 
things, ensuring uninterrupted supply 
of raw materials to industrialised na¬ 
tions m need ot them 
Against this background, the Kuala 
Lumpur confabulations did produce 
some useful results Most notably a 
realisation of the primacy of the task 
to see to It that the Uruguay round of 
talks under GATT are not allowed to 
be converted into an opportunity for 
the rich to dictate to the poor. This 
however, would require that the poor 


colleciivciy inveighing against the rich 
exploiteis do not individually try to 
kowtow to their benefactors, actual or 
potential, and enter into opportunistic 
bilateral deals. Ol this, alas, there is 
yet no guarantee 

The vexed question of South-South 
cooperation, on which there has been 
too much talk and too little action, 
was also taken up by the leaders 
assembled m the Malaysian capital, a 
little more realistically than before A 
lew' specific pro|evts, inevitably mod¬ 
est, have been thought of The data 


vulnerable aic the vocal '‘warriors" of 
the Third Woild The Mexican Presi¬ 
dent made no bones about his unwil¬ 
lingness to attend But the perform¬ 
ance of the Egyptian President, Hosni 
Mubarak, was astonishing He said he 
very much wanted to be at Kuala 
Lumpur but was unable to do so 
because, as host to the Organisation of 
Islamic C ountries (OIC ) and the Arab 
League, he must stay in Cairo to be 
available to nations anxious to consult 
him Having said this, he left for 
Damascus and then embarked on a 



Prime Minister V.P. Singh (second from 
Mahathir Mohamamad ,at Kuala Lumpur 

bank on investment, tiadc and tech¬ 
nology— so that the poor know what 
they can get from one another— 
should also help 

However, all this docs ,iot add up to 
the kind ot “grant achievement" that 
is being claimed in the self- 
congratulatory propapiinda blit/ in not 
only this country but ,ilso by some 
other participants On the contrary, 
there aie some negative (eaturcs of 
the meet in Malaysia which cannot be 
brushed under the carpet. 

In the fir.st place, heads of state of a 
third of the 15 nation'; comprising the 
new grouping simply tailed to turn up 
A few, like the President of Peru, who 
faces a second round of voting soon, 
may have had good reason to stay at 
home. But several others seem to have 
developed cold feet because of West¬ 
ern pressure which only shows how 


left) with the Malaysian PM, Dr 

wider tour of places as tai .ilield as 
Bei|iiig and London This has robbed 
the G-15 deliberations of much of 
ttieir clout, and there is no use pre¬ 
tending otherwise 
Secondly—and more miportantly-^- 
the Kuala Lumpui summit appointed 
only a three-member steering commit¬ 
tee of G-15 from which India has been 
conspicuoulsy excluded What kind of 
weight can such a steering committee 
have? In any case, India's exclusion 
from It, voluntary or otherwise, is 
puzzling. Especially, when it is re¬ 
membered that the very formation of 
G-15, at the NAM summit at Belgrade 
last year, was the result of a powerful 
Indian initiative taken by Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi Nor is it any secret that the the 
man behind the idea, who also did 
much of the spadework for the meet¬ 
ing in Malysia, is Muchkund Dubey. 
the new foreign secretary. • 
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WOULD A NATMNAl 


And why has V. P. Singh thought of it now? 


A ir India VVIP fhuht inini- 
bot A1 (MM h.ul iakcn oil 
from Kuala l.umpiii scat 
belts had long been imlas- 
loncd, the newsmen on 
board had )ust linished tucking into <i 
sumptuous breaklast and were ordci- 
ing their fust liaeeardis and Martinis 
when the Prime Miiiisiet's eotpulent 
press advisei, Piem Shankai Jha 
announced that Vishwanath L'ralap 
Singh would like to talk to them intor- 
mally “It is going to be a strictK off- 
the-record conversation, no quoting, 
no Doortlarshaii, plciise," he msistetl 
The Prime Ministei walked m looking 
positively lefreshed aflei his five d.iys 
in Malaysia and, 
once, plunged into the 
subject of deputy piimc 
minister Devi l,al and 
the mounting pressures 
on his prime minis- 
tersfiip V P. Singh 
seemed unusually spi¬ 
rited that morning And 
when he sensed tnat the 
newsmen weie appre¬ 
ciating the tenor of his 
I e m a I k s, the Prime 
Minister declared that 
he could be quoted 
"Nothing IS off the rc- 
eoid’” he exclaimed 
And as the TV cameras 
switched on then power¬ 
ful lights, the Prime 
Minister went on to 
make one of the most 
dramatic political 
announcements in re¬ 
cent tunes 

What the Prime 
Minister let drop was 
the idea of a "national 
government" The sug¬ 
gestion left the newsmen 
present momentaiily 
stunned befoie they 
leachecf lot their pens to 
s c 11 fi b I e down the 
quotes that they knew 
would make frontpage 
headlines across the 


greatest number of MPs in the Lok 
Sabha which hapjvens to be the C on- 
giess(l), would get the largest lepie- 
sentation in a national govei nment 
C ahinet and would be eminently posi¬ 
tioned to select a Prime Minister Irom 
within Its own tanks 

\'.P Singh liirther confounded the 
jouinahsts bv suggesting that he had 
nothing personal against Rajiv Cian- 
dhi The Prime Ministei adopted his a 
old line about “value-based politics' 
and how individuals on then own are 
not material" ""It Rajiv Ciandlii comes, 
what IS wrong or if V P Singh goes, 
what does it mattei"’"' He went on to 
clarify that it was not his life's ambi¬ 
tion to hound any one person “l-iom 
where Rajiv Gandhi had 
to be removed, he has 
already been removed,"' 
said the Raja “If the 
Congress wants him to 
be Its president, it is per¬ 
fectly .ill right with me " 
The sentiments about 
the nation being above 
personalities might 
sound very well, but 
V.P .Singh's sudden 
magnanimity towards 
Rajiv Gandhi could not 
but be astounding For, 
Singh, after his expul¬ 
sion from the Congres- 
s(I) three years ago, had 
single-mindedly cam¬ 
paigned against Rajtv 
Gandhi, making him out 
to be corrupt, incompe¬ 
tent and ever-ready to 
sell the country^short. 
The raison d’itre of 
Singh becoming Prime 
Minister, after estab¬ 
lishing himself as a ral¬ 
lying point for all anti- 
Congress(I) forces, was 
his anti-Rajiv Gandhi 
stance. Even after com¬ 
ing to power, his gov¬ 
ernment had filed First 
Information Reports 
(FlRs) on the Bofors 


country Here was an 'Opposition' 
Prime Minister openly declaring that 
he ""favoured" the idea 
of a governmeni that would be made 
up of all political parties, including 
Riqiv Ciandhi's (. ongtessf H Ihecon 
cept w.is mmil-bogglmg 

Not only th.it, \' P Singh was even 
saying that he was prepared to stejv 
down for the "biegcr cause of the 
formation ol a national government' 
For a moment, it seemed to the news¬ 
men that this w'as the end Vishwanath 
Pialap Singh's gieal crusade against 
Ra)iv (lancihi had ended m .1 suricn- 
dei Poi, a national government im¬ 
plied that the political party with the 



almost at 
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GOVERNMENT WORK? 


and HDW deals m an effort to pin 
down Rajiv Gandhi Nothing, con¬ 
sequently, could be more amazing 
than Singh's unexpected volte-facc 
The very notion of a ‘national gov¬ 
ernment' was outlandish Yet, the 
Piime Minister seemed to believe that 
the bizarre idea could work, that many 
of the country’s problems could be 
sorted out faster by such a govctn- 
ment Besides, opined Singh, why not 
try new approaches' 

^But could a patchwork 
I government made up ol 
ministers drawn fiom di¬ 
verse political paities as 
‘the Congress(I), the 
Janata Dal, the BJP and 
the left ever work effec¬ 
tively"' What on earth 
would happen to the 
concept of a parliamen¬ 
tary Opposition'' Could 
there be a situation 
where Rajiv Gandhi is 
once again Pnme Minis 
ter and V.P Singh just 
another Cabinet minis¬ 
ter, perhaps even in 
charge of finance'' No 
matter which way one 
looked at It, the nation¬ 
al government’ concept 
seemed not just unwork¬ 
able, but ludicrous as 
well. 'Virtually every 
political party and fac¬ 
tion leader vehemently 
denounced the idea. _ _ 

Politicians across the 
ideological spectrum unitedly ex¬ 
pressed shock and incredulity The- 
country was dazed Things, as in Alice 
In Wonderland, were getting curiouser 
and curiouser And before the dust 
could settle over the entire con¬ 
troversy, the question cannier politi¬ 
cians and Intelligence Bureau (IB) 
analysts were asking was, what 
prompted the Prime Minister to raise 
the ‘national government’ issue? Was 
he serious? Or was it the year’s biggest 
political bluff? 

T his intriguing conundrum can only 
be answered in terms of the crisis 
within the ruling National Front. The 
Prime Minister, by suggesting an 


alternative form of government, was 
also clearly admitting that the existing 
set-up was not ideal He was hinting 
that It was becoming increasingly diffi¬ 
cult for him to function effectively On 
the record, however, Singh continued 
to defend his government and claim 
that It had pioved effective He in¬ 
sisted that far fiom being a taihire. his 
government had succeeded in passing 
a number of new enactments in Parlia¬ 


ment and had begun implementing 
most of Its poll jiromises He even 
argued that the pressure from the de¬ 
puty prune minister was a good thing 
in that It kept the government on its 
toes “If the Prime Minister and the 
government are undei threat, it is 
good for the health of the govern¬ 
ment,” he said “The Congiess(I) go\ 
ernment was a stable one, but look 
what It did to the country ” 



Could a patchwork 
government made up of 
ministers drawn from 
diverse political parties 
as the Congress(l), the 
Janata.Dai, the BJP and 
the left ever work 
effectively? 


Beneath V P Singh s outward in¬ 
souciance at the press conference 
aboaid flight Al (101. there was, 
however, a certain tension The fact.s 
suggested that the pressures building 
up against his prime ministership had 
reached a critical point, no matter how 
vociferous his denials on this score 
might be His mam problems eman¬ 
ated from within the Janata Dal itself. 
Chandra Shekhar, the Thakur leader 
from Uttar Pradesh’s Balha district, 
still nursed ambitions for the country's 
top post and had managed to exploit 
deputy prime minister Dcvi Lai’s dis¬ 
contentment against V P. Singh. 

The deputy prime minister, on his 
own part, seemed determined to 
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I avenge the hunnliation ot his darling 
Ison, Om Piakdsh C hautala He be- 
llicved that it u.is none (Uher than V P 
jSingh who was ri ijronsihle lor 
iC'hautala's oustei tioin the Harvaiia 
;chiet ministershiii And il the eoni- 
Ibination ol these two powerful Iiin.ita 
i Dal slalwails was not loimidable 
I enough, there was the simnienng dis¬ 
content amongst the lank and file of 
Janata Dal MI^s [ ort\ four of tfiein 
had been made mmisteis, tn't the te 
maming lOO-odd MPs warned then 
shaie of pow'ei as well I fas frustr.i 
tion was bcmi' vein in ilie form of 
incrcasinglv aiieis ouilnnsts against 
the F’nme Mmistei .iiid Ins coteiie 
It staited 111 earnest tiom Apiil tins 
year I he Jaii.ita Dal s Paiiiainentai v 
i Parts meetmes began getting lowdiei 
I by the day A lew lan.ila Dal MPs, 
such as Han Mohan Dhawan and 
Haish V.irsltiaii, turned openlv vocal 
I against the gosemnieiit toi its failures 
I on the piKC and law and oidei fronts 
I At one such pailiameniais pails 
! meeting, Kainu'li.in (landln voiced 
' eoncerii .i1 tin. I.ul dial ti uleis ,ind 
jhoardeis seemed iitila/cd b\ gm 
ernnieiital thieats and Rain Dfian 
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talked about increasing coiruption in 
the administrative apparatus A mini- 
her ot senioi lanata Dal leaders, m- 
eludiag Ashoke Sen and V C Shiikla, 
were tunous about not being included 
in the ('abinet Then, there was that 


famous memorandum signed by 50- 
odd Janata Dal MPs demanding home 
ministei Mufti Mohammad Sayeed’s 
resignation 

Some Janata Dal MPs even attack¬ 
ed members ot V P Singh’s cotcnc. 



H.S. SURJEET 

CPI(M) politburo member 


It (a national 
government) is 
needed only In time of 
a natfonai emergency. 
And we do not see 
such an emergency, 
but only a total failure 
of the central 
government on every 
major issue 


We do not see any 
raaaon for a national 
govemmantendy 
thereikMre,the 
questteni^tSto 
€kMi9gnra)l^t} jNdnbig 
the national 
government simphF 
does not arise 


I am aH In favour of a 
nattonai govemmant 
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un Shourie suggested that 
S. Surjeet, Madhu Limaye 
d Chandra Shekhar had 
icr jsed the possibility of 
sfig V.P. Singh 


Foi instance, the itovcrnnient was 
castigated for allotting bungakiws to 
two ol the I’nme Minister s close 
aides, Som Pal and parlianientars 
affairs minister Satya Pal Malik. The 
charge was that these two men were 


first-term MPs and were not entitled 
to bungalows, A number of Dal MPs 
also protested about the postpone¬ 
ment of parliamentary party meetings 
and charged the Dal leadership of 
trying to stifle dissenting opinion One 
angry memorandum signed by 15 Dal 
MPs was sent to finance minister 
Madhu Dandavate, complaining ab¬ 
out his inaction on the price front 

O ne of the most disconcerting de¬ 
velopments for V P Singh was 
the inexorable rise of Devi Lai and his 
increasing criticisms of the govern¬ 
ment The deputy prime minister’s 
hrst major victory had been the elec¬ 
tion of S R Bommai to the presi¬ 
dentship ol the Janata Dal V P 
Singh’s nominee, Jaipal Reddy, had 
been forced to step aside After 
Chautala’s oustei, Devi Lai’s attack's 
increased in ferocity and at one point, 
he even went on record to say that 
\' P Singh was capable of stabbing 
anyone in the back t(' save his own 
image More ominous was his state¬ 
ment that while the National Front 
government would lemaiii in pciwei 
for the full five-vear term, he could 


not say whether Singh would continue 
as Prime Minister In a fit of pique, 
Devi Lai also launched broadsides 
against R K Hegde and Planning 
Commission member L C Jain, both 
of whom are known V P Singh 
groupies A few days latci, supporters 
of the Green Brigade an outfit prop¬ 
ped up bv Devi Lai, tansacked the 
Planning Commission office in New 
Delhi 

Theieafter, Dcm L.il deliberately 
began projeeting himself as an alterna¬ 
tive Pnme Minister, by playing up his 
peasant identity At a function in 
Sisauli (Uttar Pradesh) on the death 
i anniversary of Chaudhiy Charan j 
Singh, the kisun leadci Mahendia | 
Singh Tikait invited Devi Lai to unveil i 
a statue ol the late Lok Dal leader i 
The foundation stone read that the ' 
statue would be unveiled bv the coun- ; 
try’s Prime Minister Chaudharv Devi ! 
Lai To drive home his message, 
Tikait declared that Devi Lai was the ' 
Pnme Minister of the kisan.'^ and said j 
he did not care whose Pnme Minister j 
V P Singh was Significantly this j 
function W'as attended by Devi Lai, I 




Mr Singh had not It arfH be V.P. Singh 

dlMifnl...lliinwn«v«r Soatad the idea and who edil onfuri the 

iiiedibeterm onlymadean national flag from the 

m i l l e i ial g evewwwen t. iqiiwopriate response Lai Qlla on 15 August, 
i^evealwsfssatdtlw to tiie section ufhidi noil 

UNWlMetoagiilnst made the propose to 

tlMMCoiigpoeseml destdMHse Me 

«jM ire want le«i leaderdhMiandthe 

;«hfkCoagre«e preeent equation 

■ niiiMnWili’i 


Ajit Singh and Chniidia I 
Shekhai The stage, it | 
seemed, was being pic- ; 
pared lor V P Singh’s ' 
final defeat i 

I 

A number of lelated I 
d e \ c I o p m cuts i o n- j 
firmed suspicions that a i 
ma|oi plot against the j 
Prime M inisle i w as j 
afoot C'handia Shekhai ! 
too had r . 1 11 1 e d his 
lieiilenants and, liom all 
leports, W'as prepared 
foi the final assault on 
the Pnme Minister’s 
Office In the mean¬ 
time, civil a V 1 1 1 o n 
ministci Aril Moham¬ 
mad Khan further com¬ 
plicated matters by j 
meeting Rajiv Gandhi 
and not disclosing what ! 
was discussed Intelli¬ 
gence souices claimed 
that commerce minister 
Arun Nehru too had 
kept his channels with 
the Congress(I)’s M.L. 
Fotedar open and could 
stage his own little dra¬ 
ma at the appropriate 
moment. Railways 
minister George Fer¬ 
nandes was also on the 


nWDAV 17-»Jurw imo 


M 










XV. faction of 
the Janata Dai, 
the left parties 
and the 

Congress(l) are 
supposed to 
have hatched a 
plot to topple 
the PM. But 
nobody is sure 
whether Devi 
Lai or Rajiv 
Gandhi was 
involved 



warpath after being divested of the 
charge of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) 
affairs and had held several meetings 
with Chandra Shekhar 
Equally wornsome for V.P. Singh 
was the growing disaffection of the 
BJP with the National Front govern¬ 
ment The sacking of Jagmohan from 
the governorship of Kashmir had 
greatly angered the BJP which with¬ 
drew Its representative, Kedarnath 
Sahni, from the J&K Affairs Commit¬ 
tee BJP president L.K Advani, at a 
press conference, admonished the 
government for recalling Jagmohan 
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and dubbed the move as a “Himalayan 
blunder”. The BJP’s criticism of the 
government had reached a peak. 

In Madhya Pradesh, BJP chief 
minister Sunder Lai Patwa accused the 
Centre of not being serious about writ¬ 
ing off farm dues Gujarat BJP chief 
Shankersingh Vaghela shot off a letter 
to the Prime Minister, saying. “The 
government seems to be over busy in 
Its attempts to survive " In a more 
personal vein, Vaghela wrote “As a 
finance minister of Shri Rajiv Gandhi, 
you had earned a super-clean reputa¬ 
tion But today people have started 


asking as to why you tolerate corrupt 
people around you? Economic offen¬ 
ders of the country were afraid of fi¬ 
nance minister V P Singh, but are no 
lunger afraid of Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh Why is it so'^” Many other 
politicians were asking similar ques¬ 
tions and the situation was ripe for 
toppling the Prime Minister 

T he only question was how precise¬ 
ly It would be done It seemed 
obvious that without the Congress(I), 
which together with its allies controls 
216 seats in the Lok Sabha, V P Singh 
could not be toppled For, V P Singh 
controls at least about 50 MPs and if 
he was to be challenged within the 
National Front, the chances were that 
the Front would merely split and the 
government collapse Moreover, it 
was not certain whether the BJP or the 
left parties would siippoit cither Devi 
Lai or Chandra Shekhar if it came to ^ 
the crunch To form an alternative 
g(>vernment, the Congress(l) would 
have to be roped in But the necessarv 
conditions had to be created before 
such a brazen union of convenience 
could be justified. 

■J he only common platform on 
which the Congress(l), the Janata Dal 
and the left could unite was the anti- 
communal one Accordingly, on 23 
May, representatives of the Congies- 
s(l), the Janata Dal and the left parties 
held a convention against communal- 
ism m New Delhi's Vittal Bhai Pate! 
House The Congress!I )’s representa¬ 
tives included Mohsina Kiciwai and 
V N Gadgil, the Janata Dal was rep¬ 
resented by LIP chief minister 
Mulayam Singh Yadav and Ram 
Dhan, and the left parties by Saitud- 
din Chowdhury, Harkishen Singh Sur- 
jeet, Indrajit Gupta and Ciita Mukher- 
jee The convention seemed to suggest 
that an alliance without the BJP was 
possible Only, it seemed a little far¬ 
fetched to assume that both V P 
Singh and Rajiv Gandhi would go 
along with the idea of being in one 
government 

But a group of like-minded legisla¬ 
tors in the three political groupings 
were nevertheless determined to go 
ahead They shared two common 
sentiments firstly, they all felt that 
V.P Singh should go and secondly, 
they were all unnerved by the BJP’s 
spectacular success in consolidating 
and expanding its political base In 
order to cut out both V.P Singh and 
the BJP, a small group of key conspir¬ 
ators appears to have hit upon the idea 
of a non-controversial ‘consensus’ 
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Landidate for the prime ministership 
In this context, three names were ban¬ 
died about They were West Bengal's 
Marxist chief minister Jyoti Basu, 
Orissa's Dal chief minister Biju Pat- 
naik and the Congress(I) veteran par¬ 
liamentarian Shankai Dayal Sharma 
The bare outline of the scheme was 
an alliance ol a Janata Dal faction, the 
left parties and the Congress(l) These 
three groupings would together form 
the new government and the new 
Pi line Ministei would be chosen from 
amongst the list of three names Both 
\' P Singh and Rajiv Gandhi would 
be excluded What is not certain is at 
what level this plan was discussed 
Some reports have suggested that Ra- 
I'V Gandhi himself hatched this con- 

J iracy in coniunction with Opposi- 
)ii leadeis like Chandra Shekhar and 
oti Basu But Rajiv (iandhi and his 
ii ty spokesmen have strenuously de¬ 
nied any involvement in the plot Cir¬ 
cumstantial evidence too suggests that 
Ra|i\ tiandhi was not party to the 
conspiiacy 

l or one people close to Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi point out that he is determined not 
to do anvthing to toisjile the National 
I lont gin eminent at this |unctiiie 
rile (ongress(I) le<idership knows 
that It can lorm the government the 
liniment 41 MPs cross ovei to it ‘But 
we should not apjseai to be hijacking 
the government. ' points out C'ongres- 
s(l) MP Kama! Nath “We have been 
mandatcil to sit in the Ojsjsosition and 
th<it is what we should do ” Rajiv 
fiandhi seems to have understood this 
and the kind of opprobrium his part\ 
I'Mvould e.irn it it resorted to underhand 
jioh'iekmg to oust V P Singh This is 
not o suggest that 'he Congressj I) will 
not use Its considerable elout in Parlia¬ 
ment to humble V P Singh at some 
latei stage. “Only, the Congress(I) 
will give its critical support at a mo¬ 
ment ot Its own choosing, not when 
the opposition wants it," says Kamal 
Nath, adding that his patty leadership 
knows only too well that “today the 
Janata Dal will sleep with anybody to 
survive" 

While all this may be true, it is 
certain that at least one faction of the 
Congress(I) had definitely toyed with 
the idea of a coalition government 
Janata Dal insiders say that Shankar 
Dayal Sharma and the Fotedar faction 
in the party discussed the plan with a 
few Janata Dal and left MPs A veter¬ 
an Cofigress(l) leader admitted that a 
% small group of senior party leaders still 
favoured the idea of returning to gov¬ 
ernment through a re-alignment of 


Ai»RlL 

Janata Dal MPs start voicing dissension against then party leadership and 
V.P, Singh in particular 

MID.MAY 

A few Dal MPs approach their counterparts in the Congicss(l) and the 
left parties about working out a formula to oust V P Singh 

LATE-MAY 

The Janata Dal, the Congress! I) and 
the left parties hold a convention 
The 






The convcmtiai 
eanniitiiuilisni 


I ageinet 


1 LATE^tMAY 

1 1 " Devi Lai openly challenges V.P. 

L__--—1-Singh's prime ministership and joins 

Devi Lai (left) and Cliatidn Shekhar hands with Chandra Shekhar. 


31 MAY 

Article appears in the Bengali daily, Anundahazar Patnku. alleging tha 
Rajiv Gandhi has hatched a plan to mstal Jyoti Basu as the Prime 
Minister. 

1 JUNE 

Arun Shourie vvrites in the Indian Express that flarkishen Suigh Sui jeei 
Madhu Limaye and Chandra Shekhar had met and chalked out a plan ti 
get rid of V.P. Singh. 

H V.P Singh announces that he lavoms the idea of a 
national government and is prepared lo 

V.P. Singh's statement is greeted w'lth howls of 
protest. livery political party dissociates itsdl from 
V.P.SIngh the move. The Prime Minister gets a lej^neve 


forces When the Congiess(l) lead¬ 
ership learnt of the plan, it momen¬ 
tarily panicked It feaied that the 
much talked about split m the party 
was about to take place, perhaps at 
the initiative of those Cifiigressmcn 
opposed to R.K Dhawan As it 
turned out, nothing like that hap- 
jvened 

Equally unsubstantiated is the 
allegation that the left, the CPl(M) m 
particular, had seru usly considcied 
the coalition alternative Indian Ex¬ 
press editor Arun Shouric. on a front¬ 
page article on 1 June, suggested that 


the CPI(M) had held .i polilbuio 
meeting Iwo days e.iilier lo iliscuss the 
pi'ssibiliiv ol lyoii Basil he.iding the 
new government Shoune claimed 
that tlie key jiersons in the negotia¬ 
tions were politbuio rn'miber llar- 
kishen .Smgh Surjeel and the Jtinala 
Dal's Madhu Limave—and that they 
had both talked lo Chandra Shekhar 
about the possibility ol ousting V P 
Singh But both Limayc and Surjeel 
have denounced Shourie and taken 
the matter lo the Press Council Basu 
too has issued a strong denial 
“The whole thing is a bunch ot lies," 
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What is a national 
gover n ment? 

The Indian Constitution says nothing about it 


T he idea of a ‘national govern¬ 
ment' is unfamiliar to India. In 
a Westminister system of democra- < 
cy like dun, which is based on a , 
multi-party system, it is difficult to : 
imagine how a national govern¬ 
ment would work. In India, dedr 
sions on important issues have al¬ 
ways depended on majority opin¬ 
ion and not consensus. Therefore, 


we have no role model for a 
national government. Even the 
Constitution of India does not' 
mentton anything about this con- 
cept 

Ilowever, political pundits agree 
that a national government cou/d 
be formed in times of war or if 
there ts a major crisis confronting 
the country. This would mean that 
all recognised parties with repre¬ 
sentation tn Parliament wtmld join 
the government. The ruling party, 
which proposes the idea, would 
have to seek a consensus on all 
maior issues facing the country and 
the government would have to de¬ 
cide on a ‘minimum common prog¬ 
ramme'. 

The representation given to va¬ 
rious parties in the council of 
ministers would be directly prop- 
tirtional to the number of MPs they 
had in the Lok Sabha. And the 


Prime Minister would be the leader 
of the single largest party m the 
Lower House. In today’s context, 
this would mean that if a national 
government were to be formed 
now, the Congress would be given 
maximum repiesentation in the 
council of ministers and the head 
of the government would be the 
leader of the Congress Parliamen¬ 
tary Party. Of course, if 
the party with the high¬ 
est number of MPs re¬ 
fused to head the gov¬ 
ernment for some 
reason, the option 
would then pass to 
the second single hugest 
party 

But what was surpris¬ 
ing about V.P. Singh’s 
announcement was that 
there is no precedent for 
a national government 
in India. Even in case of 
war, rather than forming 
a national government, 
all political parties ex¬ 
tend their support to the 
ruling party During the 
1971 war with Pakistan, Atal Be- 
hari Vajpayee had said, "Today, 
tibere is one party which is India 
and its leader is Mrs Indira 
Oandhi.” 

Then, in 1979, President San- 
Ijeeva Reddy had apparently sug¬ 
gested -that Morarji Desai think 
along the lines of a national gov- 
ernmem to overcome the crisis in 
the Janata Pisurty. But Desai polite¬ 
ly tamed down his idea, saying that 
if he pohW .not .manage the diffe- 
i«ht fJKitiions witldn bis party, bow 
could he manage An all-party gov- 
.■ernment? 

But V.J*. Sll^ does not seem to 
suffer from any such misigivings. 
Despite his protestations that he 
puts the nation above seif, political 
observers agree that his latest 
announcement is nothing a, 
ploy to continue in power, 
ibfiv$huUa . ... 


says Surjeet, "I have not come across 
anything of this kind in my 6(1 years of 
political life ■■ Me claims that the 
C'Pl(M) had never mooted the idea of 
d national government and was 
amazed that V P Singh could suggest 
It, “We don't conspire We take open 
political positions We have nothing to 
hide," Surjeet asserts, adding that 
Shourie's article vas aimed at malign¬ 
ing his party at the behest of the BJP 
which had panicked on account of the 
success of the 23 May convention 
against communalism The B.IP's 
game plan, according to the Marxists, 
IS aimed at capturing power at the 
Centre on its own in the next general 
elections 'Tor them, it (the National 
Prom government) is a stop-gap 
airaiigemcni hor us, it is not, .wc are 
not aimiim at coming to powei m the 


Ihe facts suggest that 
the pressures building 
up against V.P. Singh's 
prime ministership have 
reached a critic^al point, 
no matter how 
vociferous his denials 
on this score might be 



next five years." he says 

Madhu l.imaye, the other leader 
accused of being involved in the con- 
spiracy. is equally vehement in assert¬ 
ing that he had nothing to do with it 
"1 have always said the mandate is 
against the Congress and what we 
want IS an anti-Congress coalition.” he 
explains “In fact, how many times 
people like M J Akbar have de¬ 
nounced us for negative, blind anti- 
Congressism right from (Ram Man- 
ohar) Lohia’s days It is inconceivable 
that we would suddenly turn around." 
Limaye says that he has not met 
Surjeet for two or three years and has 
stopped discussing politics with Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar “When he came to wish 
me on 1 May, 1990. my birthday, 1 
didn't discuss politics because he has 
one view of things and I have 
another " 

I f these leaders are to be believed, 
then the plot against V.P Singh was ^ 
a complete fiction. In fact, many I 
political observers in the capital. 



A.B. 
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j«,believe that the con- 
™ -.piracy theory was an 
invention of V P Singh 
and his cronies, and that 
Shourie wrote his article 
on the ‘Open War' 
against the Prime Minis¬ 
ter to pre-empt a coup [ 

P Singh, by (a\our- 
ing the idea ot a national 
government, according 
to this school of 
thought, succeeded in 
shaking up his enemies 
within the parts, creat¬ 
ing consternation in the 
C<>ngress(I), and telling 
the BJP and the left In order t 
parties that they should gpi 

behave or else he him- Cand 

self would sink the ^ 

National Front boat In 
all these, he was specta- 
culaily successful 

VnUiallv the cntiie 
JJfca'olitical community 

shrieked in protest at the idea 
ot a national government and held 
that It was |ust not feasible In other 
words, the Prime Minister had man¬ 
aged to prove to his detractois that a 
coup with the help ol the C’ongress(I) 
would not woik It anything, the 







In order to cut out both V P Singh and the BJP, a small group of key conspirators 
appears to have hit upon the idea of a non-controversial 'consensus' 
candidate for the prime ministership: Bengal's chief minister Jyoti Basu, 
Orissa's chief minister Biju Patnaik or the Congress(l) veteran 
parliamentarian Shankar Dayal Sharma 


entire‘Opposition’coali- | 
tion would sink, be dis- 
iiedited and face the 
jirospect ol going to the 
electoiate once again— 
ihis lime without the 
slightest c ledibi lity 
Chandra Shekhai and 
Devi Lai could forget 
about being Prime 
Minister tor the next de- 

I cade Ol so V P Singh 
himself could go to the 
electorate as a Prime 
Minister wronged and 
frustrated by conniving „ 

leadeis j 

At the now famous ! 
press conference aboard 
AI 001, the Prime 
Minister was also 
addressing the common 
voters, especially the 
Hindi belt electorate, j 
when he deliberately I 
switched to Bhojpuri. | 
The TV cameras picked I 
up a Prime Minister 
speaking in the language 
which Devi Lai’s and 
Chandra Shekhar’s sup¬ 
porters best understand 
And he was saying that 
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he was not interested in preserving his 
own chair, that national problems 
were what mattered He was hinting 
that he was not able to function and if 
the people were dissatisfied with his 
performance they could choose a new 
leader or elect a new government 


Chandra Shekhar: will he have hia revenge on V.P. Singh? 





Vishwanath Pratap Stngh, reverting to 
old form, was once again trying to 
tower over his ambitious, politicking 
colleagues and preach the gospel ol 
value-based polities 

But It was a qualified success The 
Prime Minister had also sent 
1^-9 out unmistakable signals 

—I-fPT—.gj, ot instabilitv As Ka|i\ 

Gandhi poinied out 
■“f “Although I dem't think 
there is ,inv need foi a 
j?:nation.il eovernmeni, il 
' IS clear that the National 
Front goveimnent has 
^ j failed on all the Ironts 

j and th.it IS win they 

t 1 w.mt change " If the 

I Prime Ministei was talk- 

J ing ol quitting, he could 

not at 

inspire contidenee in his 
ow'n government V P 
.Singh had clearly lost 
^ ^ one ma)oi battle iii Ihe 

credibility wai But he 
V was still hidding on 

I Political pundits m the 

J capital predicted Ih.il 

there would be a lull in 
the attacks on the Piime 
Minister for the next few 
months But V P Singh 
has clearly bought lum- 

I I self a temporary re 

I prievc He is fast run- 

I nmg out of time- and 

jm outlandish ideas • 

‘S IndnnttBanarjiewith 

Sj' m NIrmal MHn and Rafiv 
^ Shukla 
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The great cover-up " 



The Kaurgod coast: smugglers’ paradise 


Are Kerala politicians and a senior police official trying to 
shield notorious smuggler Abdul Rehman in the Hamsa murder case? 


K <iSiirgoi.l- I'n llu‘ m>ith- 
cin-most tip o1 Kc-r.ila, 
about 50 kilometics south 
of Mangalore--has always 
been a smugglers’ para¬ 
dise Being part ol the Malabar coast. 
Ka.saigod also has trade links with the 
Gulf countries, r.ailiei, the Arab 
dhows used to come to India lor 
spues, but tod.iy, they mostly carry 
gold from Gubai And gold-running is 
big business m Kasargod No wonder, 
the sleepy town is the home of Kera¬ 
la’s best-known smugglers K -S. 
Abdullah, Kallatra Abdul Ihiji, Soopy 
and many others The calm sea which 
flows parallel to the national highway 
in most places makes Kasargod coast 
ideal tor smuggling Besides, the area 
IS spdisely inhabited, which also helps 
the smugglers a great deal to tarry on 
their illegal activities 

Since there is a lot ol easy money 
floating around, Kasargod is full of 
rags to-tiches stones One such per¬ 
son IS K M 1 lamsa. a bus driver, who 
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switched to smuggling But in Apiil 
last year, he was found killed inside 
his white Maruli on the national high¬ 
way at Poin.ichi on the Kerala border 
Hamsa’s body was riddled with bullets 
and investigations revealed that he 
was shot dead by his employer’v—the 
Dubai-based Abdul Rehman—-men 
Reason Hamsa and his friend Kal- 
lingal Abubacker had tipped off the 
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) officials, leading to the sei/ure 
of large quantity ot gold Earlier too, 
in February 1989, DRI sleuths had 
intercepted two carv—a Maruti and an 
Ambassadoi—on the national high¬ 
way near Kasargod and iccovered 
gold worth Rs h.8 crores The haul 
consisted of 1,600 gold biscuits 
weighing 370 kilograms. It was com¬ 
mon knowledge in Kasargod that 
Hamsa and Abubacker had fallen out 
with Abdul Rehman and they had 
even turned informers 
This was confirmed a month latei 
when the DRI decided to pay them Rs 


96 lakhs, (Rs 50 pet gram ot gold 
seized) tax free, foi their “help” In 
the first instalment, the DRI paid 
Hamsa and Abubacker Rs 45 lakhs in 
Bangalore, which they deposited with 
the State Bank of India The balance'^jS 
was to be paid to them at a 
later date However, Hamsa was kil¬ 
led on his way back from Mangalore 
His death created a furore in Kasar¬ 
god and the local police took up the 
case But when the ramifications of 
the crime became evident and it was 
obvious that the net would have to be 
cast much wider, the investigation was 
taken over by the enme branch, spe¬ 
cial cell, of the Kerala police 

After a detailed probe, the special 
branch prepared a comprehensive re¬ 
port (156/CR/89) which named ’Pakis¬ 
tan’ Abdul Rehman as the brain be¬ 
hind Hamsa’s murder. According to 
the report, the 16 jackets, containing 
1,600 gold biscuits, seized by the DRI 
near Kasargod belonged to Rehman 
Rehman’s close associates, K.M 












*®\\bdullah and ‘Sahma 
Sari’ Mohammed 
Kunhi, had given the 
gold biscuits to Hamsa 
and Abubacker, who 
were supposed to carry 
the consignment to 
Bombay. But, they 
turned informers and 
tipped off the cops En- 
ranged, Rehman himself 
flew down to India from 
Dubai and conspired 
with his close relative. 

SH. Hyder, and 
Mohammed Najeeb to 
kill the “betrayers”. The 
report also revealed that 
Rehman stayed at Sum¬ 
mer Sands, a beach re- (From {•ft) Th« Manitf car from which goM was recovered; and,‘Pakistan’Abdul R«hm«n 
sort at Ullal near Kasar- (third from left): friends In high places 




sort at Ullal near Kasar- (third from N 
god, a few days before 
the murder. Nine 
others, mainly relatives of Abdul Reh- 
ijiian, were also named in the police 
report as the likely killers of Hamsa. 


T he investigation took a curious 
turn at tins stage When inspector 
general (crime) P J Alexander saw 
the report, he was furious He 
promptly took the case away from the 
special cell of the crime branch and 
asked the Trivandrum-based Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) to probe the 
matter Said a senior inspector general 
(IG) of the Kerala police “Such a 
thing has never happened before. It 
was. m fact, the beginning of the 
greatest cover-up operations in 
Kerala ” 

Subsequent events only confirmed 
the IG’s fears Alexander was deter¬ 
mined to trame Abubacker in the 
murder of Hamsa. He asked a senior 
police officer in Cannanore to get hold 
of a picture of Abubacker Later, 
Abubacker was picked up foi inter¬ 
rogation and was kept under illegal 
detention for over a month. Mean¬ 
while, SIT officials arrested one per¬ 
son from Bombay and two others from 
Goa. And they reportedly confessed 
that they were hired to kill Hamsa. A 
picture of Abubacker was allegedly 
recovered from the “killers” of Ham¬ 
sa. SIT officials also tried to implicate 
Abubacker by sending a fake telegram 
addressed to him from Bombay thank¬ 
ing him for giving Rs 1 5 lakhs to the 
murderers of Hamsa But several 
senior policemen and the media made 
noises about the way the investiga¬ 
tions were being carried out. 

Later, when an IPS officer ques¬ 
tioned the persons arrested by the 


SIT, they bioke down and admitteil 
that they did not muider Hamsa 
Sensing foul play by Alexander, there 
was a general outcry in Kasargod dis¬ 
trict for a CBI inquiry into the sordid 

P. J. Alaxmder: shielding the guilty? 




"Of 





events In October 1989, chief minis¬ 
ter E.K Nayanar. in reply to a peti¬ 
tion from Hamsa’s daughter, said that 
the matter has been referred to the 
CBI for investigation The CBI also 
showed interest in the case but due to 
tremendous work pressure, the 
bureau could hardly make much prog¬ 
ress 

In fact, Alexander's efforts to shield 
the guilty have baffled many senior 
police ofticers of the state, including 
the director general of police, Raigop- 
al Narayan. In private conversation, 
senior police officers alleged that even 
top Marxist leaders ot Kerala are in¬ 
volved m this sordid drama. A.P Ku- 
rian, the former Speaker and present¬ 
ly the political secretary to the chief 
mimstci. IS said to be backing Alexan¬ 
der It IS, however. common know¬ 
ledge in Kasargod that Rehman not 
only masterminded Hamsa’s murder 
but he also tried to save his relatives 
who have been named in the report 
filed by crime branch, special cell, 
Cannanore However, no CPI(M). 
Congress(I) or Muslim League MLA 
said anything against Abdul Rehman 
because he has political clout. Recent¬ 
ly, a top Marxist leader who was critic¬ 
al of Rehman’s growing influence in 
Kerala politics was thrown out of the 
Cannanoie party district committee. 

T he boyish-looking 'Pakistan’ 
Abdul Rehman (45) is known as 
“computer” in Kasargod area and all 
smuggling activities along the Malabar 
coast are controlled by him His father 
had migrated from Smd in Pakistan to 
Kasargod during Partition. In the late 
Sixties, Rehman was working as a 
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I (.Icik toi a Dubfii-based Pakistani 
I smuggler. Hap Ashiaf That's how the 
I picftx 'Pakistan' got linked to his 
n.mie And it was under Ashuif that ' 
Rehman learned all the tricks of the j 
trade But they tell out sometime in ^ 
the early l.ighties after, Ashraf sus- i 
pected that Rehman had swindled a 
few million dolluis Rehman was cal¬ 
led to I ondon to settle the ,ieeoun(s 
:ind when he did not obey, was buital- ■ 
Iv tottured by Asliiafs men l ater. | 
the I ,ondon police lecovered him from ; 
a dustbin and be had to be hospital- | 
ised ll was III hospital that he met a j 
Muslim I cMgue mimstei tiorn Rerala. 
w'ho had eome !(> London loi treat¬ 
ment 'fhe mimstei helped Rehman to 


Katlingat Abubacker (42) iva.v 
among the man\ people in Kaiar- 
god who look to smuggling at a 
tender age. By the time he was 16, 
Abubacker was already into the 
illegal business, trading in watches 
and textiles for a Bombay-based 
smuggler. Later, he went over to 
Dubai and started working for the 
notorious smuggler. ‘Pakistan' 
Abdul Rehman In 1987, he and his 
friend Hamsa became transporting 
agents, smuggling gold biscuits 
from Kasargod coast to Bombay. In 
March 19^ they carried out an 
operation on their own. This, great¬ 
ly impressed Rehman. He promised 
to pav them Rs 25,000 per jacket- 
one jacket usually contains 100 gold 
biscuits—but later paid them only 
Rs 12,000. Abubacker decided to 
teach Rehman a lesson. In February 
1989, he tipped off the DRl, lead¬ 
ing to the seizure of a large quantity 
of gold. This infuriated Rehman 
and he swore to kill Abubacker. But 
the one-time accomplice of Ahndul 
Rehman is unperturbed and lives a 
normal life, in fact, he is all set to 
marry for the third time. Abubacker 
also contested the last Lok Sabha 
elections from Kasargod as an inde¬ 
pendent candidate. Sitting in his 
house at Pallikkara, he spoke to 
Susn-w E.xcerpts from the inter¬ 
view; 


start his smuggling operations all ovel 
again in Dubai But the brutal toiture 
in Lngland had ciipplcd him tor hie - 
his light side is partialis paralssed 
even lodas fie dues eveivthing with 
his lelt hand and maint.iiiis his , 
accounts with the help of a computei 1 
In the last eight years Rehinan's | 
men have sciecessfiills smuggled gold I 
lioin Dubai to India, but thev have | 
laded on couple of occasions as well | 
In l‘*S7 his gang membeis were ' 
caught with gold worth Rs 2 cioies in | 
Delhi and in ings, at ( angolh, near | 
Miingarore m Karnataka, the cops 1 
seized yellow metiil worth Rs 10 5 
croies - the biggest evei haul in the 
country 'Vet ogam m December lO.Sg, 


SiJNDAv: How did you get into 
smuggling? 

Abubacker: I started smuggling 
gewds at a very young age From 
watches and textiles to gold. 1 used 
to drive Mai uti cars from Kasargod 
to Bombay with gold concealed 
under the seat and driving board 

Q: Whom did you work for? 

A: 1 was working for the big-time 
smuggler, Abdul Rehman, along 
w'lth my partner Hamsa, who in¬ 
cidentally IS related to Rehman 
Abdul Rehman belongs to Dawood 
Ibrahim's gang in Dubai 

Q: Why did you turn into an 
informer? 


Hamsa, who was killed by 
Rahman's man 



V 
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Rs SIX crore worth of silver was recoia 
vered from his men at Chidambaram 
in Tamil Nadu Said K.S Bhatt, assis¬ 
tant director, DRI (Mangalore), to 
whom Hamsa and Abubacker had 
leaked inlormation rcgaiding the 
I hallapudv seizure "Today, Abdul 
Rehman is said to be the kingpin of 
the golcf-runmng business in the coun- 
trv 1 he customs and the DRI men 
would love to mteriogate him hut sur- 
pnsingly enough, the man's name 
does not Icalure in police record 
Bcsicies, Abdul Rehman does not stay 
in anv [ilace in India for moie than 24 



Abubacker: 'the cops are involved’ 

A: Abdul Rehman and his accoun¬ 
tant, K.M Abdullah, were not 
straight in their dealings They had 
promised us Rs 25,(KX) for a jacket 
of gold to be delivered in Bombay 
but ended up paying much less. 
Moreover, a career as a transport¬ 
ing agent hardly fetches money and 
that cannot be accounted for be¬ 
cause they are black, anyway. It 
was then that we realised that there 
was no point working for Rehman 
and decided to turn informers. 

Q; Would you say that Hamsa was 
killed by Abdul Rehman’s men? 
A; There is no doubt about it. 
Rehman himself used to ring up 
and threaten me, especially after 
the seizure of his gold. He wai^ted 
us to come to Dubai and settle om 
accounts. I’m sure that Rehman 
and bis relatives have killed 
Hamsa. 

Q: Who asked ymi to come to an 
understandfaig with Rehman? 

A: After Hamsa's death I was 
interrogated by the customs men in 


‘The government is trying 
to s hie ld A bdu l R ehman” 

Abubacker on the murder of his partner, Hamsa 
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hours and is said to possess a dozen 
passports His operations in India is 
managed by his relative, K M Abdul¬ 
lah, who IS based m Bombay, Abdul¬ 
lah, considered to be the prime sus¬ 
pect in the Hamsa muider case, was 
recently arrested in connection with 
the seizure of Rs six crore worth ot 
silver But Abdullah managed to 
escape from the heavily-guarded Mad¬ 
ias (\-ntral Jail and fled to Dubai 
I wo ol the other accused in the Ham¬ 
sa case have also escaped to Dubai 

D espite being a wanted man, 
Abdul Rehman comes to India 


informed Alexander about Rehman's 
arrival in Trivandrum, But nobody 
was prepared to an rest him bec.iuse ol 
his proximity to the IG (crime) and 
the Marxist leadeis in the Malabar 
coast. Said K A Zaibunisa, wife ot 
Hamsa. "It is more than a ycai since 
my husband was brutally killed But 
the Kerala police and the state govern¬ 
ment has not been able to track down 
his killers " Zaibunisa also said that 
Hamsa's diaiy has reterences to the 
death threat issued by Rehman and 
Abdullah The diary, which is now in 
I Alexander’s possession, also gives de¬ 
tailed information about the activities 


and operations of Abdul Rehman 
Added Zaibunisa “It is tiue that my 
husband turned intormei But if the 
goveinment e.iii'l protect the life of an 
mfoiiner then how can it wish to pre¬ 
sent smugglinn’ I he Kerala police is 
onls inteicsted in piotcetmg Rehman, 
I’he killeis will nnb be traced il the 
C'Bl actiscls take-, up the case " {In- 
cidentalb she and In i seven children 
aie onl\ gciiiny the iiiteiest from the 
reward mones dcoositcd in the hank 
since Hams. I n.'s not mentioned a 
nominee in ihc bank letl'liiaie ) 
These embai 1 assing ihsc'losures 
I base oiih snu iied the image of the 


quite often Last year, crime branch 
officials insestigating Hamsa’s inurdci 

Calicut Later, assistant collector 
(customs) informed me that the 
inspector general (crime) Alexan¬ 
der, wants me to strike a comprom¬ 
ise with Rehman . But I refused 

Q: When did you realltie that Alex¬ 
ander had a role in the cover-up 
operation? 

A: Alexander interrogated me in 
Kasai god where I confessed every¬ 
thing. 1 even told him why I turned 
an informer. Later, he called me to 
Cannanore and questioned me 
further And when I wanted police 
protection, he refused it, adding 
that he would kill me and give me a 
decent burial. 

Q: Why did the SIT under Alexan¬ 
der pick you up and question you 
for a month in Trivanilrunt? 

A: They wanted to frame me in the 
Hamsa murder case. T was kept 
under illegal detention for a 
month. 

Q: Vour hrother could have Sled a 
habeas corpus.,. 

At My family was scared that the 
pelice may kill roe and put the 
blame on Abdul Rehman's gang. 

Q: What did Alexander ask you 
during the interrogation? 

A: He did not ask me anything 
about Hamsa’s murder. Instead, he 
kept asking me why I hated Reh- 
nian so much and what did he do to 
me, 

Q; Do ytm feel Alexai^er hwl links 
w|ai RriigBan? 

. A) .I will tell you. a small incident. 
Doling the intetrogation there was 
jwtll, but Alexander kept 
. Ihai down.lt rang again 

V after'two . minutes an^ Alexander 



fhe gold biscuits soiznd by the police 
after a tip-off by Abubacker 

took the receiver and kept it oft the 
hook and then started questioning 
me. I’m sure Rehman was at the 
other end, listening to our con¬ 
versation. 

Q: Are you convinced that a.s long 
I as Alexander is in charge, the Ham¬ 
sa murder case is not going to be 
solved? 

A: I’m sure that Alexander and the 
Kerala government is trying to 
protect the real killers of H.imsa 
and the • man who had master¬ 
minded if—Abdul Rehman Unless 
the case is taken up by the C’BI, 
nothing is going to happen 

Q: What about your future? Are 
you still being harassed by the 
polke? 

A: A pistol licence granted to me 
after Hamsa’s murder has been 
cancelled by the district collector 
because, the police report states 
that I'm short-tempered. I have 
given up smuggling and I intend to 
lead a retired life 


Kerala police .Saul .1 sciiioi police 
officer “None of us )i.i\e ihi guts to 
bell the lai out lit t.ivi, soiiu of the 
fiolice otfu’L'is wb.I 1 ) i'C iii.ule itie pre- 
limmarv invesiig.illoris weie hopping 
m.ul .iml wen eiitu i ti.(listened or 
silenced v' hu ll bus .ifteeted the inoraic 
ot oil' h'lte 1 .'ir. .oipiiieed llial a 
huge siiin (>l III.lin e H.is p,,ul 10 shield 
the le.il .iilpnts \iioihei secretary 
hits wnltcn .1 I I'l'.l'ileiitMl lettei to the 
duel scuieMiN ol state asking why 
piopei .'uiion w.is ni'l he'ing taken 
against P J Ales.indei 

Wh.ii IS mole, no Ml .\ ni the state 
1 ' willing to i.il e up the issue m the 
slate Assenihb'. te.ning peisecution 
h\ the poweilul smuggler lobby 
Abdul Rehman on his p.nl is willing 
Ui speno am amount ol monev to 
ensure ili.n he .•ontmiies to m.imtam a 
clean iccord in Indi.i He lias an excel¬ 
lent nelwoik ot mioiniers ni the cus¬ 
toms and also in tlie Kerala .idnimis- 
tration who kee-p him posted with the 
latest developments With all the 
powerful parties on Abdul Rehman’s 
side, it IS douhttul whether I-lamsa’s 
real killers will evi 1 be booked. • 
Sroedhar PUlay/ Kaoargod and 
Mangalore 
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No end in sight 

Punjab has a new Governor, but are such 
cosmetic changes enough? 

F inally, it seems that the {;ov- Viiciuira Vernia is too meek a man to 
ernment has decided to dis- control the situation in Pun|ah " 
card Its policy of drift on Hut the Dal government has 
Punjab The C’lovernoi has j evidentlv, detided that Verma is its 
been changed and the exit best bet Atier Kaul spurned the 


F inally, it seems that the gov¬ 
ernment has decided to dis¬ 
card Its policy of drift on 
Punjab The C’lovcrnoi has 
been changed and the exit 
of the state s police chief, K.P S Cull 
IS on the cards Both decisions weie, 
apparently, taken because of mount¬ 
ing pressure from the Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party (BJP) and a section ol the 
Janata Dal’s own leadership, exjiosing 
yet again the difficulties \' P Singh is 
having in running a minority govern¬ 
ment Nonetheless, the developiiients 
were welcome, signalling us they did 
that the Raju's regime had fmallv 
been shaken out of its stupor 
The man selected to leplacc Niimal 
Miikarji was Virendra V'erma. a Rajva 
Sabha meinbei of the Janata Dal, who 
had been close to formei Prime Minis¬ 
ter t’haudhaiy Charan Singh C'erm.i s 
name was cleared bv the Cabinet on 7 
June, after a long week of intense 
politicking and vaccilation 

The events which pieceded the 
appointment, exposed the deep in¬ 
fighting in the government on the Pun 
jab issue Even before Mukaiji res¬ 
igned on 1 June, the former C'ahinet 
secretary, P K Kaul was declared a 
likely successor Home minister Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed and commerce 
minister Arun Nehru were apparently 
plugging for Kaul, but his appoint¬ 
ment was strongly opposed by deputy 
prime minister Devi Lai, and later, 
industry minister Ajit Singh. The Tau 
and Singh argued that a “seasoned 
politician” should be put in chaige of 
the troubled state—a retired bureaut- 
lat would be completely ineffective 
Surprisingly enough, the example 
offered by the ministers was that ot 
Arjun Singh, who as Governor had 
helped clinch the Rajiv-Longowal 
peace accord in 19K5 
I The Congress(l) didn’t seem to view 
Verma’s appointment too positively 
Said party member S S Ahluwalia 
"By this time word has gone around 
that this government docs not give its 
Governors freedom to operate 
Therefore, P K Kaul and some others 
turned down the offer i also think 


Viicndra Verma is too meek a man to 
control the situation in Punjab ” 

Hut Hie Dal government has 
evidently, decided that Verma is its 
best bet Atier Kaul sjiurned the 
Raja's oftei some othei names were 
thrown about jirominent among them 
foimcr Boidci Security force (BSF) 
chief K F Rustoniji, former Orissa 
chief ministct Shyam Sunder Maha- 
patia and even former I(S.B secretary 
S S full But appalently none of them 
passed niustei and as Crill said ‘I did 
not even reccise feelers from the gov¬ 
ernment ' So Virendra Verma it was, 
his appointment regarded as a victory 
tor the Devi 1 al camp (Vermti owes 
allegiance to the erstwhile Lok Dal-B 
gioiip ) 

But would Veima succeed 
where Mukarji had failed’' The BJP 
doesn’t seem to think so According to 
Kedarnath Sahni. party general 
secretary, the BJP had nothing per¬ 
sonal against Mukaiji. but mciely 
wanted him lo act decisively “We feel 
the goverimieni has no policy on Pun¬ 
jab It onlv seems lo blow hot and 
cold ” he stivs “Theie is no clear 

Virendra Verma: will he be successful? 
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direction from the Centre and a mere 
change of Governor will not help." 

Mukarji’s experience in the state is 
the best indicator of what lies in store 
for Verma When he took over as the 
state’s 23rd Governor in December 
last year, Mukarji had said that he 
wanted to give a “civil face" to the 
Punjab administration But even be¬ 
fore he could get down to that task in 
right earnest, he was asked to quit. 
Mukarji confessed to being bitterly 
disappointed that his task of building 
bridges had remained unfinished, and 
that he could achieve little m the face 
of central indifference. 

W ith Verma at the helm, there is 
every possibility that the govern¬ 
ment will revert back to the policy it 
was following soon after the general 
elections in Punjab that of projecting 
former chief minister, Prakash Singh 
Badal as a moderate leader who could 
take charge A powerful section of the 
Cabinet felt that the United Akali Dal 
(UAD) leader, Simranjeet Singh 
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Simranjeet Singh Mann (third from right) with hi* followers: is he a 
burden for the Centre? 


Mann would soon discredit himseli as 
a viable choice tni the chief minis¬ 
tership Then, the time would be 
propitious to prop up Badal, instead 
^ This plan was fully endorsed bv Devi 
Lai 

But Mann lost the halo he had ac¬ 
quired during the elections soonei 
than expected He was dismissed by 
the people of Punjab and the political 
leadership as a contused, prevaiicat- 
ing politician who sang to the tunc of 
the militants The cential government 
also realised there could be no peace¬ 
ful solution to the Punjab (iroblem 
with Mann as chief minister Once this 
realisation crystallised Mann and his 
followers were detained on the fifth 
anniversary of Operation Bluestar 

In a show of strength, the author¬ 
ities in Amritsar took stern steps to 
foil the shaheedi samagant organised 
jointly by Mann's group, the All India 
Sikh Students Federation (AISSF) 
and the Panthic Committee. As a 


build up to the protest day, militants 
had been making pro-Khalislani 
speeches in various parts of Punjab A 
confrontation seemed imminent as 
from 4 June onwards, the police 
erected pickets around the Ciolden 
Temple and blocked all entianccs 
leading to the Diwan Manji Hall 
Mann was among the 2lfb activists 
who were p i e v e n 1 e d 1 1 o ni 
approaching the shime to hold the 
samagam He was detained b\ the 
police near Rayva and rele.ised three 
days later Among the others detained 
were the AISSF (Manjit Singh (ac¬ 
tion) president. Bhai Maiijil Singh, 
the Damdami Taksal spokesman, 
Bhai Mokhani Singh, anti the CAD 
leader, Bimal Khalsa f)thcr social 
activists such as Justice A jit Smgh 
Baines and Majo/ (ien Narmder 
Singh (retired) were stopped due lo 
the prohibitory oiders And hundreds 
of ordinary pilgrims who were inside 
the shrine at that lime were prevented 


from going outside for long hours 
Though the detention was very brief 
and meant to demonstrate the muscle 
power of the security forces, the ac¬ 
tion showed that the government was 
willing to antagonise Mann and the 
other AISSF activists This despite the 
fact that though Mann had been re¬ 
leased at the behest of the Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi government, he had gradually 
been built up by the lanata Dal lead¬ 
ership His preventive detention 
seems to have biought the wheel full 
circle 

W ith Mann and the government 
on a collision couisc and former 
chief minister Suijit Singh Barnali. 
despatched to Tamil Nadu as Gov¬ 
ernor, Badal becomes the only viabiC 
alternative in Punjab But Badal him¬ 
self has been expressing his dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the Janata Dal government 
and will make heavy demands before 
accepting any responsibility m the 
state But Ahluwalia maintains “This 
too will not help The government 
should not impose any chief minister 
on Punjab It will mean that they aie 
only capable of striking deals but not 
bringing back peace " 

Kedarnath Sahni ftcK that though 
the Prime Minister did his bit bv 
visiting Punjab, Governor Mukarji, 
unfortunately, did not take advantage 
of the changed situation “What the 
BJP feels" he says “is that under no 
circumstances should the government 
considc' negotiating with the mili¬ 
tants '. hev were thinking .'ibout it for 
.some time and should discard that 
ojilion altogether 

The Bharatiya Janata Parly is, un¬ 
doubtedly, most critical of the Dal's 
Punjab polity Five BJP MPs loured 
the boidei districts and other sensitive 
areas of the state and ictuined with a 
distuibing assessment of the situation 
Among the observations of this 
team was that though the Lok Sabha 
jiolls had inspired some hojre in the 
[icople of Punjab “the confidence 
icceocd .1 seveic jolt when the central 
government started giving imjvoitance 
lo those Akali leaders who had won 
the I ok Sabha elections under duress 
tind w'ho considered themselves essen¬ 
tially the sjKikesmen lor the terror¬ 
ists This created a general impress¬ 
ion as if the central leadership wanted 
to leave the future of the people of 
Punjab at the mercy of the terrorists 
Consequently the administration be¬ 
came totally inactive and passive and a 
sense of frustration and panic in the 
people at large has prevailed " 
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The BJP team also arrived at some 
alarming conclusions. According to it 
almost all Hindu families in the border 
districts of Punjab have migrated to 
safer places. More than .'iO per cent 
migration has taken place from other 
villages, and from big towns and cities 
Ten to 20 per cent people have either 
migrated to Haryana or Delhi, or are 
in the process of doing so Hindu 
teachers, doctors and industrialists 
have become the brunt of terrorist 
attacks “So”, says Sahni, "simply 
asking Mukerji to quit means nothing 
There have to be clear directions from 
the government " 

The BJP has recommended that the 
government take the following steps if 
It wants to alter the situation iii 
Punjab 

• All talk of holding early elections to 
the Vidhan Sabha should stop till such 
time when decisive .steps have been 
taken to curb terrorism 

• Steps should be taken to seal the 
Indo-Pak border, create a security belt 
and destroy the training camps being 
run in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir 

• A new joint northern police zone 
comprising Haryana, Delhi, Chandi- 
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E^adal is the 

only viable 
alternative in 
Punjab. But he 
will make heavy 
demands before 
accepting any 
responsibility in 
the state 


garh Puniab, fiimachal Pradesh and 
Jammu and Kashmir should be 
foimed 

• Screening should be done to iden¬ 
tify the black sheep in the Punjab 
police and the intelligence agencies 

• ‘Peace fust and election after¬ 
wards" and "Punish the guilty and 
protect the innocent" These two mot¬ 
tos should foim the permanent basis 
of the Punjab policy 

But such advice is easier given than 
implemented Ciovernor Verma faces 
an uphill task in the stale where, 
according to some, terrorist violence 
has reached the level of the pre- 
Operation Blucstar days Around ten 
persons become victims of terrorism 
every day, and of late Scheduled 
Castes are special taigets 

P olitical obiicrvcrs are also distres¬ 
sed by the manner in which ter¬ 
rorists killed in police encounters are 
being eulogised by the people. During 
the last session of Parliament, home 
minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed 
admitted that over 50,000 people, 
attended the bhog ceremony of a 
terrorist known as ‘Toofan’. While he 


was alive Toofan’ had acquired a 
Robin Hood-kind of image and, ? 
according to some reports, nearly one 
lakh mourners had gathered to pay 
homage to the dead terrorist This, 
coupled with the pro-militant prop¬ 
aganda spread by Mann, is slowly 
making terrorism acceptable to the 
Sikh masses 

Communist leader Satyapal Dang 
says "In the early days of the Janata 
Dal regime, the government virtually 
gave a free lease to propagate Khalis- 
tan " According to him the formation 
of the Khalsa Panchayat in the rural 
dieas.thanks to a call given by Manjit 
Singh and the corruption in the Pun¬ 
jab police had further deteriorated the 
situation 

Now, though Virendra Verma is 
nominally in charge, V P Singh will 
be forced to take certain tougli deci¬ 
sions on Punjab He is committed to 
holding the Assembly elections within 
six months from 11 May The new 
(iovernor has promised that the clec- 
toT.il process in Punjab would be 
completed before the 11 November 
deadline On the eve of taking over 
office Verma declared “I am deter¬ 
mined to initiate steps for the earlv 
restoration of a popular government 
which alone can win the confidence of 
the people of the state ” 

If the government is keen on hold¬ 
ing elections on schedule and making 
an early settlement with Badal, it will 
first have to risk a change in the top 
echelons of the Punjab police This is 
no easy task The removal of K.P S 
Gill will not please the BJP and some 
other Hindu factions in the state On 
the other hand, it might be regarded 
as a triumph for Mann and the militant 
factions who have been lobbying to 
have him sacked for some time now. 

Meanwhile, some lower-level 
changes have already been made in 
the state's police set-up and a hunt is 
on for a successor to Gill Apparently, 
among the contenders for what is the 
toughest police post in the country are 
S S. Brar, a director general of 
Haryana and R.S. Mangat, a director 
general of the Punjab police ^orce, 
and generally regarded as Gill's 
understudy Even B.S Bedi, a tough 
police officer currently posted in Uttar 
Pradesh and I.S Bhinder are being 
considered as possible replacements. 

It remains to be seen, however, 
whether the government will content 
itself with cosmetic changes or go in 
for major initiatives. For, as far as 
Punjab IS concerned, time is rapidly 
running out. • 
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■ Gopal Jagannathan 
couldn’t stand the air in 
Calcutta. Ever since he 
moved to the city from 
the Kurseong hills— 
where he was brought 
up—the 31-year-old 
dealer in earth-moving 
equipment kept coming 
down with bad attacks 
of asthma. The allo¬ 
pathic drugs he took 
provided immediate re¬ 
lief but the attacks got 
worse and his business 
suffered After living 
with the disease for ab¬ 
out eight years, Jagan¬ 
nathan went to see an 
ayurvedic physician. He 
didn't believe anything 
would come of it, but in 
a short while was putting 
on weight and recover¬ 
ing his zest for life 
Now—after a year and a 
half of abstaining from 
dangerous and habit- 
forming steroids—he is 
convinced that he has 
been completely cured 

■ Sunita Arora (not her real name) 
became alarmed when she suddenly 
began losing blood, a few years ago. 
She consulted a number of allopaths— 
all of whom recommended that she go 
in for a hysterectomy Petrified at hav¬ 
ing to undergo surgery, Arora 
approached Dr Santosh Jalukar. a 
Bombay-based ayurvedic practitioner 
Jalukar diagnosed her ailment as 
adhogga rakta pitta and asked her to 
give his medicines a chance. In just ten 
days, the bleeding stopped. 

■ Neelam’s problem began when she 
was 25. Suddenly and inexplicably, 
she began developing a rash of pim¬ 
ples. "Die number of pimples kept in- 
creasmg with every passing month and 
they left ugly scars on her face. 
Neelam tried everything that her 
friends suggested and after having un¬ 
successfully applied virtually every 
available cream in the market, was 
resigned to the way she looked. Then, 
someone told her of a herbal cure 
centre in the city. After eight weeks of 
treatment, the angry red pimples 
vanished. But as the scars remained, 
Neelam was advised to use certain 
herbal creams and lotions In a year, 
the scars also disappeared. Although 
she sports a fine clear skin now, 
Neelam continues with the treatment. 
“It is my insurance against a future 
assault,” she says. 
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India rediscovers 
ayurveda. But how 
effective is it? 


T hese are not isolated inst¬ 
ances Of late, more and 
more Indians are turning to 
ayurveda when searching 
for a cure. No longer is 
ayurveda treated as an arcane system 
of mediane practised by obscurantists 
and cranks and availed of by the naive 
and the gullible. No longer is allo¬ 
pathy perceived as a panacea for all 
ills, revered as the last word in health 
care When Mahatma Gandhi de¬ 
scribed modem medicine as “concen¬ 
trated black magic” decades ago, most 
people felt he was—to say the least— 
overstating the point. 

But now, with the grow¬ 
ing awareness of the 
dangers and limitations 


of the allopathic system 
of treataient, the answer 
for many Indians is: 
naturally ayurveda. 

Vaidyas all over the 
country testify to the in¬ 
creasing interest that is 
being shown in ayurve¬ 
da. Says Ananda Ray, 
assistant professor at 
Calcutta’s Ashtanga 
Ayurvedic College: 
“People have much 
more faith in ayurveda 
now than ever before I 
would say that the num¬ 
ber of patients who 
come for treatment has 
increased by as much as 
60 per cent over the last 
two decades ” Much of 
this mcrease, it appears, 
has been the result of a 
change m the attitude of 
India’s educated upper 
middle class Says Shib 
Kali Bhattacharya, one 
of the leading kavirajx in 
the city “Although the 
lower and middle classes 
still constitute the bulk 
of those who seek ayurvedic treat¬ 
ment, the number of patients from the 
literate elite has grown vastly ” 
Predictably, there has been a 
tremendous spurt in the sale of ayur¬ 
vedic products and entrepreneurs all 
over the country are cashing in on this 
boom Consider some facts 

• Today, the Bombay-ba.sed Hima¬ 
laya Drug Company, a modern phar¬ 
maceutical firm which manufactures 
only ayurvedic formulations, enjoys 
an annual turnover of a mind-boggling 
Rs 31 crores. This makes it one of the 
top 20 drug companies m the country. 

• The company’s most popular pro- 
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duct, Liv 52—a herbal formulation 
used in the treatment of liver dis¬ 
orders—accounts for almost Rs 13 
crores of its annual sales. In other 
words, it is one of the ten best selling 
medianes in India. 


V.V. VYAS 

Professor at Bombay's Podar 
Ayurvedic College 


JLncreasingly, it is only 
those who are blind 
who continue to have 
faith in allopathy. 
Those with their eyes 
open are looking for 
safer alternatives 


• The yearly sales of ayurvedic medi¬ 
cines at Kottakkal’s famous Arya 
Vaidya Sala increases by as much as 
20-25 per cent a year. Now, the annual 
turnover of the institute (which is a 
non-profit trust) amounts to as much 
as Rs 20 crores—^more than five times 


what it was at the turn of the decade. 
Says the Arya Vaidya Sala’s chief 
physician P.S. Varier; “We just can¬ 
not meet the demand for our pro¬ 
ducts.” 

• Three years ago, the Bombay-based 
drug company Cipla Ltd began manu¬ 
facturing Guglip—a product based on 
the guggulu plant that is widely used in 
ayurveda. Guglip is now prescnbed by 
allopaths for people with high 
cholesterol levels. Annual sales: Rs 48 
lakhs already. 

• At the turn of the Seventies, 
Shahnaz Husain, a student of cosme¬ 
tics chemistry in Europe and an ayur¬ 
vedic buff, returned to India to set up 
shop in a balcony of her New Delhi 
home. Husain began modestly, but 
her range of herbal cosmetics (which 
she claims are ayurvedic products) be¬ 
came a rage only in the Eighties. To¬ 
day, she IS an international celebrity, 
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How effective are 
ayurvedic medicines'^ Do 
they really work? Ayurveds 
themselves have no doubts 
about the efficacy of their 
formulations. But when 
questioned about success 
rates are likely to point out 
that ayurveda is more than a 
drug-based system. For 
example, many of the 
diseases listed below also 
require the patient to 
undergo panchakanna; a 
system of treatment which 
includes, among other 
things, induced vomiting 
fvaman) and purgation 
fvirechan). Rarely is a dis¬ 
ease treated by medicines 
alone and most ayurveds 
would prescribe—depend¬ 
ing on the ailment—a regim¬ 
en which includes dietary 
restrictions, massages and a 
regulated lifestyle. 

m ASTHMA 

(Ayurvedic name (amalt swash) 
Allopathic treatment: 
Broncho-dilators and 
steroids. Provides 


temporary relief but leads 
to a host of complications 
such as habituation, 
puffiness of the face and 
gain in weight 
Ayurvedic treatment: A 
variety of medicines, 
including extracts from the 
roots and leaves of vasha, 
datura seeds and arka 
leaves. Treatment takes 
anything between two and 
four months. 

Success rate: Not very high 
in cases of chronic asthma, 
but some vaidyas claim 
success with 20-25 per cent 
of the patients. The figure 
is much higher with respect 
to asthma of the allergic 
variety: some put it as high 
as 80 per cent. 


• ARTHRITIS 

(Ayurvadic name, amavatha or 
sandhlvalha) 

Allopathic treatment: 

Cortisones and NSAIDs 
(non-steroid anti-infla¬ 
mmatory drugs). 
Relieves discomfort and 


pain for a few 

! 
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days but does not 


check the progre - 
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Ayurvedic treatment; A 
number of herbal 
medicines, including rasna, 
balathak, asvagandha and 
the now well-known 
guggulu. (Modern research 
has established that the 
guggulu plant is effective in 
lowenng cholesterol levels, 
thus reducing the chances 
of heart attacks.) 
Treatment, which lasts two 
to three months, includes 
dry fomentation (usually 
with wheat or sand) for 
rheumatoid arthritis and 
wet fomentation (with 
mahanarayan tel} for 
non-rheumatoid cases. 
Success rate: About 70 per 
cent. Probably ayurveda's 
biggest success; patients 
have been known to be 



wheeled into hospitals and 
discharged back on their 
feet. 

• HEPATITIS 

(Ayurvedic name- yaknith vtkara) 
Allopathic treatment: No 
cure; only supportive 
treatment such as rest, 
glucose and vitamins and a 
non-fatty diet. 

Ayurvedk treatment: 
Kutaki, kola megha, daru 
haridra, bhoomi amla and 
the classical compound 
made of both herbs and 
metals— arogya vardhini. 
Nowadays, allopaths 
routinely prescribe the 
hugely successful Liv 52 
(manufactured by the 
Himalaya Drug Company) 
or similar ayurvedic 
formulations. 

Success rate: Estimated to 
be very high, though there 
is some controversy about 
this. Many allopaths believe 
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^ has franchises in about 45 countries all 
over the world and runs one hell of a 
business. Her success has spawned a 
number of companies eager for a slice 
of the rapidly growing herbal cosme¬ 
tics trade. 

• When the Pendharkars of Vicco 
Laboratories, which started opera¬ 
tions in a small way back in 1952, 
began marketing an ayurvedic tooth 
powder, u toothpaste and a turmenc- 
based cream, the products bombed. 
Annual sales amounted to a paltry Rs 
1 lakh Ayurvedic formulations, man¬ 
aging director G K Pendharkar re¬ 
calls, were simply not ‘in’ But with 
ayurveda turning fashionable and 
some clever advertising, the range of 
Vicco products became household 
names Today, the company's turnov¬ 
er stands at Rs 10 crorcs and the suc¬ 
cess It has had with its toothpaste has 
encouraged cithers to enter the mar- 
^ kct. Now, Balsara Hygiene Products, 
which manufactures Promise (with 
clove oil) and Babool (with the “good- 
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SHIBKAUBHAHACHARYA 

A leading kavir^ of Calcutta 


^Xhe number of 
patients from the 
literate elite has grown 
vastly, though the 
lower and middle 
classes still constitute 
the bulk 



ness of the babul plant”), claims to 
enjoy 22 per cent of the market share 
Most traditional vaidyas, of course, 
would be hornfied by the suggestion 
that many of the above products are 
ayurvedic “To call Shahnaz Husain 
an ayurvedic practitioner is an insult 


to Charakd (the system’s most impor¬ 
tant exponent),” scoffed one. But, re¬ 
gardless of the debates over what con¬ 
stitutes genuine ayurvedic medicine, 
the facts above clearly establish a cou¬ 
ple of things That Indians are going 
back to nature with a vengeance and 



that the medicines are only 
placebos and that ayurveds 
are deceived by the 
disease’s natural remission. 

» COLITIS 

(Ayurvedic name pakwaahaya 
gatwata) 

Allopathic treatment: 

Anti-amoebic drugs and 
shalizopyrene (used for 
I irritable bowel syndrome) 
with limited results. 
Ayurvedic treatment: 
Farpati kalpa, & compound 
of minerals and metals, in 
gradually increasing and 


later gradually decreasing 
doses. The pulp of the fruit 
bel is also administered 
Success rate: Good. About 
60 percent or so. 

# CONSTIPATION 

(Ayurvedic name koshta 
baddhata) 

Allopathic treatment: 

Strong purgatives which 
provide relief but are 
habit-forming. Nowadays, 
allopaths—as ayurveds 
have done for long—also 
stress the importance of a 


balanced diet and exercise 
in dealing with 
constipation. 

Ayurvedic treatment: 
Isabgol (fleaseed husk). 
senna leaves, madhu yashii 
(liquorice root) and other 
natural substances 
Success rate: Many Indians 
resort to ayurvedic 
medicines to deal with 
constipation and, by all 
accounts, they are both 
effective and safe 

• OTHER DISEASES 

Ayurveda is also regarded 



as effective for a number of 
other diseases such as 
hyperacidity, diabetes, 
filariasis, sciatica, malarial 
fever, fistula, etc DrV.N. 
Pandey, director of the 
Central Council for 
Research in Ayurveda and 
Siddha (CCRAS), has, in 
his book. Handbook Of 
Ayurvedic Domestic 
Medicines, isolated 74 
diseases for which he thinks 
ayurveda has a cure. 
However, as he admits, this 
IS a number that few 
accept. Most allopaths 
would think it a gross 
exaggeration and 
traditional ayurveds a 
wild—and 

unpardonable—underesti¬ 
mation. 
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that there is plenty in it for anyone 
who wants to cash in on the trend. 

M ost vaidyas believe that the main 
reason for the ayurvedic boom is 
the disenchantment with modern 
medicine. Says Professor V.V. Vyas 
of Bombay’s Podar Ayurvedic Col¬ 
lege: “Increasingly, it is only people 
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Shahnaz Husain is 



who are blind who continue to have 
complete faith in the allopathic sys¬ 
tem. All those with their eyes open are 
now looking for safer alternatives.” 
Adds Dr P.P. Sharma, principal of the 
ayurvedic and unani Tibia College; 
“Educated people are now fully aware 
of the harmful effect that allopathic 
drugs have in the long run Today, 
more people are willing to wait just 


that little longer—willing to trade in 
quick relief for a permanent cure.” 

According to Dr Kuldeep Raj 
Kohli, who is attached to the Podar 
Ayurvedic Hospital in Bombay, the 
renewed interest in ayurveda owes a 
lot to its recent commercialisation. In 
a sense, he says, we should be thank¬ 
ful to companies such as Vicco, Bal- 
sara and Dabur. “For, if anything. 


the begum of the beauty business 


A s one mij^t expect from a 
woman who makes a living 
selling pure herbal cosmetics, 
Shahnaz Husain loves plants. 
Anthuriums, roses, orchids and a 
host of other flowering plants 
crowd Flagship Salon—her swank 
marble-and-glass beauty parlour in 
New Delhi's Greater Kailash. 
Only, they’re all artificial—^pure 
plastic. 

Husain—who has been 
acclaimed in the West as India’s 
Helena Rubenstein—loves animals 
too. The mirror-ceiUnged waiting- 
room adjacent to the 
salon is furnished with a 
large zebra rug and 
cushioned stools of stuf¬ 
fed elephant leg. Only, 
they’re all real—pure 
hide. 

When the visitor is 
whisked upstairs—by a 
wide spiral marble stair¬ 
case—to meet the brassy 
begum of the beauty 
business, he is likely to 
realise that Husain is a 
woman of many contra- 
dictions. With her 
gown of shimmering 
brocaded blue silk, 
painstakingly coiffured 
hair, silver-coloured 
pumps, chunky jewel¬ 
lery and a ring with a 
stone the size of a foot¬ 
ball held, Husain—^who 
would make Madonna 
appear hopelessly con¬ 
ventional and bland— 
isn’t eveiybody’s idea of 
a specialist in ayurvedic 
science. 

But beneath all that 
mascara and rouge (all 
natural, of course), Hu¬ 


sain is—perhaps contradictorily 
again—a down-to-earth, plain- 
speaking and unaffected person, 
though possessed with a shrewd 
sense for business. She can be can¬ 
did about the effectiveness of her 
formulations (“My help counts for 
about 30 per cent, the rest depends 
on diet and exercise”), generous 
about the large number of imita¬ 
tors that she has spawned (“Oh, I 
wouldn’t say they are bad and 
then, there is space for everybody 
in the herbal mark et") and even 
modest about her success (“I was 


lucky that I was the first to enter 
the field”). 

The former student of cosmetics 
chemistry in Europe—who re¬ 
turned to India in the early Seven¬ 
ties and set up shop in an unused 
balcony at her New Delhi home— 
has virtually created a market in 
herbal beauty care and then wiped 
it clean. Today, she manufactures 
over 50 herbal creams and lotions; 
has a Shahnaz Herbal clinic in vir¬ 
tually every decent-sized Indian 
town; has lent her name and exper¬ 
tise to franchises in about 45 




A ImM at a Hnaaln cMc: in sMweh of yoafli and bMuht 


countries across the 
world (Boney M. runs 
the one in the Canary 
Islands!); gets Barbara 
Cartland to promote her 
goods; finds customers 
in celebrities such as 
Monaco’s Princess 
Grace and Sweden’s 
Ingrid Bergmann; and— 
more importantly—en¬ 
joys a turnover which is 
estiamted at about Rs 10 
crores. 

It is a success she 
owes only to herself 
and, in no small mea¬ 
sure, to the iH'Omotion 
of her personality. Un¬ 
like her competitors in 
India and idnoad, Hu¬ 
sain doesn’t advertise. 
“Here I don’t need to as 
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they have contributed towards making 
more and more people aware of ayur¬ 
vedic medicines ” Kohli also believes 
that the allopathic community has 
played its part in popularising ayurve- 
da. “Quite a few of them have de¬ 
veloped an interest in exploring the 
ayurvedic system—perhaps, because it 
IS our own.” he says “This has led 
some of them to study our herbs, etc., 


and has given ayurveda added respec¬ 
tability.” 

Perhaps, the most significant piece 
of research conducted on an ayurvedic 
herb was done by G V. Satyavati, pre¬ 
sently deputy director general of the 
Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) Satyavati’s work was in¬ 
spired by a somewhat obscure shloka 
in Sushruta’s (600 BC) famous ayurve- 
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Shahnu Huaahi: ■ haad for bwNity 

everybody knows me and my pro¬ 
ducts and in the West, I simply 
can’t afford to,” she says. So Hu¬ 
sain, in her own words, has re¬ 
sorted to “selling her personality”. 
“I have created a powerful identity 
between me and my products,” she 
says. 

Tliat she has. Husain's lotions 
[ and creams are sold in carrier bags 
that have large colour photographs 
of her face splashed on them and 
are all named after her (Shahenna, 
the shampoo; Shaqueen, the mois- 
turiser; Shabase, the foundation 
cream; Shalips, the lipstick and so 
on). Her press band-out, which is 
packaged in a large and snazzy fol¬ 
der, contains clipping about her 
from publications as diverse as The 
Washington Post and the Saudi 
Gazette. It also has a booklet on 
her life which begins, “This is the 
story of a Beauty Moghul. Of a 
woman imbued with a burning de¬ 
sire to recapture India’s great Her¬ 
bal Heritage...a woman obsessed 
with a passion for beauty and a 
vision that knows no bounds” and 
carries on in pretty much the same 
vein. 

At the moment, Husain 


"'•”1 is concentrating 
hard on making a dent 
in the foreign market 
She has left the business 
in India—which, she 
suggests, is ail sewn 
up—in her daughter 
) , Nelofar’s hands. “Every 

girl in India dreams of 
L ^ starting a Shahnaz par- 
‘ ^ lour and we could easily 
^ do 10 to 20 franchises a 
month. But we’re not so 
tnicrested in expanding 
-LdEil here; we want to main¬ 
tain the quality,” she 
says. 

Nowadays, most of her energy is 
spent in promotmg her products 
abroad. As she can’t afford to 
advertise, Husain fetches publicity 
through the ingenious method of 
calling press conferences at which 
she lectures on the ayurvedic sys¬ 
tem of treatment and the dangers 
of using synthetic cosmetics. At the 
end of her talk, the questions in¬ 
variably centre around her pro¬ 
ducts and she gets the kind of press 
she wants. “I am at my best before 
a foreign audience,” she says 
She doesn’t do too badly at 
home either. Every day, hundreds 
of women flock to her clinics all 
over the country in search of youth 
and beauty. Can she make them 
beautiful? “Well,” says Husain, 
“we can certainly help.” Can she 
make them youthful? “No,” she 
replies honestly, “we can’t stop a 
person from getting wrinkles—we 
can only slow down the process.” 
Only last month, however, Husain 
launched a day and night cream 
package in London called Hima¬ 
layan Herbs: Age to youth Trans¬ 
formation Programme. Another 
contradiction—^but that’s Shahnaz 
Husain. 


die treatise The shloka seemed to sug¬ 
gest that guggulu —a plant commonly 
used by ayurveds in the treatment of 
arthritis—could also help in regulating 
cholesterol levels Scientific tests con¬ 
firmed this and the study was the basis 
for a doctoral thesis she submitted in 
1966. 

Subsequently, various clinical stu¬ 
dies have reinforced Satyavati’s find¬ 
ings And three years ago, the Bom¬ 
bay-based drug company Cipla Ltd 
began marketing Guglip tablets—cre¬ 
ated by extracting the natural steroids 
from the plant The drug has proved 
immensely successful and the guggulu j 
story IS a fine example of how an 
ancient insight has led to a modern 
discovery 

Guglip of course is not the only drug 
that has been developed in India from 
a study of plants Reserpine, one of 
the first drugs evolved to combat 
blood pressure, is the result of le- 
search conducted by Dr Vakil on the 
plant sarpagandha —for which there 
are also ayurvedic references Says Dr 
Ashok Vaidya, the medical director of 
Ciba-Geigy who is keenly interested m 
ayurvedic research “There are hun¬ 
dreds of plants that can be scientifical¬ 
ly examined but without the will, re¬ 
search IS going to continue at a lack¬ 
adaisical pace ” 

For the most part, drug companies 
have been content to promote herbal 
cough drops, garlic pills and the like. 
And their association with ayurveda is 
limited to exploiting the tag ‘herbal’ 
foi whatever it is worth The logic for 
this IS simple non-essential medicines 
IS where the real monev is For inst¬ 
ance, Richardson Hmdusthan’s Vicks 
Vaporub—which is labelled as an 
ayurvedic pioduct—sold as much as 
Rs 9 crores last year 

I t IS ironical that the situation is simi¬ 
lar with respect to manufacturers of 
ayurvedic products—be they commer¬ 
cial firms such as Dabur or tradi¬ 
tional establishments such as Kottak- 
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kal’s Arya Vaidya Sala The best¬ 
selling ayurvedic medicines are once 
again non-essential items—general 
restorative tonics Chyavanprash— 
now a household name due to Dabur’s 
advertising blitz—tops the list. The 
black gummy mixture—which takes its 
name from Chyavan rishi, who, 
according to ayurvedic lore, lived for a 
thousand years—is also believed to 
improve sexual vitality 
All the same, it is ayurveda’s capac¬ 


ity to cure that evokes the greatest 
interest. Does it work? Can one de¬ 
pend on if^ Ayurveds say that while 
most people are curious about these 
questions, they don’t give the system a 
fair chance. A frequent complaint is 
that ayurveda is generally the last 
resort of the sufferer. Says Santosh 
Jalukar, a Bombay-based ayurvedic 
practitioner, indignantly: “I don’t like 
It when people come to me after fail¬ 
ing to find relief through other systems 
of medicine. The entire attitude of 
treating ayurveda as an alternative 


form of medicine is very wrong.” "The 
problem with this attitude, according 
to Tibia College’s P P. Sharma, is that 
it is often much too late. “When pa¬ 
tients come to us after every system 
has said ‘no’ to them, there is some¬ 
times very little we can do. After hav¬ 
ing taken strong allopathic drugs for 
long, there is the chance that the body 
stops responding to mild herbal medi¬ 
cines ” 

Nevertheless, most vaidyas believe 
that ayurveda is a powerful and effec¬ 
tive means of combating illness. Some 


A LL BOTTLED UP 


Kottakkal’s Arya Vaidya Sala is the best in the business 


I n 1902, a young Keialite called 
P.S. Varier who was acquainted 
with both the ayurvedic and allo¬ 
pathic systems purchased a small 
plot of land in Kottakkal—then a 
nondescript village some SO 
kilometres from Calicut—for a sum 
of Rs 125. His purpose: to manu¬ 
facture and supply reliable and 
standardised ayurvedic medicines 
to his patients at Kottakkal, his 
ancestr^ home. 

Soon after he founded the Arya 
Vaidya Sala, Kottakkal and its en¬ 
virons were ravaged by cholera. 
Varier—who had for long been 
trying to formulate an effective 
cure for the disease—bepn treat¬ 
ing victims with his now well- 
known vishuchikari tablets. The 
pills were successful and he ac¬ 
quired the reputation of being a 
good physician in the region. 
Varier’s yearly turnover wbra he 
started out was Rs 500, which well 
exceeded his expectations. When 
be died some 40 years later, the 
Arya Vaidya Sala—to which an 
ayurvedic college and a charitable 
hospital had been incorporated— 
had a monthly turnover of Rs 
30,000. 

By then, the Arya Vaidya Sala 
had already become well-known all 
over the country. But Varier 
couldn’t have imagined that his in¬ 
stitution—which he converted into 
a family jtrust in his will—would 
become reprded as a synonym for 
ayurvedic health care. 

Today, the^Aiya Vaadya fiala 
seik a itiitrnnj, fb 2D v a am of 
^y***—**** —irfw w w s a ywi r 'wnrr 
Ann five times h did ntbefi(||iB- 
ning of the decade. Over the years, 



Chtof physician P.S. Variar. 
making parfact haffial Sanaa 

the trust has opened six branches in 
Kerala, three in neighbouring 
Tamil Nadu, one in New Delhi and 
created a vast network of some 300 
authorised agencies which sell its 
medicines at home and abroad. 

The institute’s 50-odd-roomed 
nursing home is permanently full 


and it is impossible to find a place 
unless one books months in adv¬ 
ance. Among its clients have been 
a host of VIPs; Buta Singh’s wife 
was treated for cervical spondylitis 
when he was home minister; V.V. 
Giri used to drop by at a specially 
constructed helipad when he was 
President; the ailing Ramnath 
Goenka is a ‘believer’; and his 
arch-rival Dhirubhai Ambani 
sought a consultation after going 
down with a stroke some four years 
ago. 

The Arya Vaidya Sala specialises 
in treatment that is native to Kerala 
such as pizhichU, dhara and siro- 
vasty, which are prescribed for a 
variety of ailments including arthri¬ 
tis, rheumatism, asthma, spondyli¬ 
tis and hysteria. The treatment 
usually consists of being bathed in 
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n claim it can cure just about anything. 
“Do you know?” asks Jalukar, “I have 
even treated a case of leukaemia and 
several cases of cancer which have 
shown good results.” Others are 
somewhat more circumspect. The 
president of the Central Council for 
Research in Ayurveda and Siddha 
(CCRAS), Dr V N Pandey, has iso¬ 
lated a list of 74 diseases which he 
thinks can be tackled by ayurvedic 
treatment. And although, as he 
admits, most vaidyas would consider 
this an insult to their science, his list 


contains a few diseases that allopathy 
regards as fatal. Given the lack of 
clinical evidence to judge the conflict¬ 
ing claims, it is difficult to evaluate 
ayurveda’s efficacy. But, there is a 
general consensus that the system is 
rath successful and safe in treating a 
number of diseases for which allo¬ 
pathy can’t do very much. Among 
ayurveda’s biggest successes are ail¬ 
ments such as arthritis, asthma, hepa¬ 
titis, colitis, etc. (see box for details) 
With respect to such illnesses, there is 
some evidence to establish that it is a 


warm medicated oil and massaged 
by well-trained masseurs. Says P.S. 
Varier, the institute's chief physi- 
a cian, who shares the same name as 
^ the founder; “For these diseases, 
ayurveda—and our treatment in 
particular—has given more relief 
than other medical systems in the 
world.” 

The best-known and most popu¬ 
lar medicines produced by Kottak- 
kal institute are Chyavanprasham 
and Dasamoolaristham—both 
general, rejuvenative tonics. 
Although they are far more expen¬ 
sive than simUar products made by 
commercial establishments such as 
Dabur, etc., together they account 
for a sizeable part of the Arya 
Vaidya Sala’s annual sales. The 
management is proud of the fact 
that all its products are made strict¬ 


ly in accordance with the proce¬ 
dures laid down by the classical 
texts. Chyavanprasham, for inst¬ 
ance, contains all the 40-odd natu¬ 
ral ingredients that the texts ordain 
and officials at the institute claim it 
is far better than the widely avail¬ 
able commercial variants. (“The 
stuff you see advertised in the 
magazines and TV is just so much 
rubbish,” says one.) And the black 
grapes used in Dasamoolaristham 
are imported all the way from 
Afghanistan. (“We use only the 
best and the ones we get at home 
aren’t good enou^.”) 

Apart from the nlirsing home 
and the ayurveda college, the Arya 
Vaidya Sala has a full-fledged 
R&D wing (where raw materials 
and formulations are checked on 
modern equipment to maintain 
quality control), a'pub¬ 
lications division (which 
brings out, among other 
things, a bilingu^ jour¬ 
nal) and a splendid 
eight-acre herbal garden 
(where specimens of va¬ 
rious medicinal plants 
are grown, identified 
and classified). 

Given the institute’s 
constantly burgeoning 
sales and the trust’s 
rules—which lay down 
that profits are ploughed 
back—the Arya Vaidya 
Sala is bound to grow 
even bigger. And if the 
care it takes over its 
medicines and treatment 
is maintained, it can 
only become even 
better. 




better system than allopathy 

All the same, the system does have 
its limitations For one, it does not 
offer any anaesthetics and, therefore, 
provides no relief for anyone in pain 
Vaidyas often make out that this is not 
a drawback and argue that pain is only 
a temporary manifestation of afflic¬ 
tions that ayurveda is more than cap¬ 
able of dealing with. But this ‘why- 
worry-it’s-only-pain attitude’ is hardly 
comforting. Admits Kuldeep Raj 
Kohli “The lack of anaesthetic drugs 
limits the freedom of the ayurved.” 

The other problem is the system’s 
inability to deal quickly with acute 
infections. Although some vaidyas are 
willing to nsk treating any disease, 
most will resort to antibiotics when 
faced with a case of acute pneumonia 
or meningitis “In an emergency situa¬ 
tion, it IS not unnatural for an ayurved 
to indulge in a little allopathy,” admits 
one. 

Such limitations, ayurveds feel, 
have led some people to believe that 
while a combination of exotic herbs 
may be all right for coughs, colds and 
the like, they arc useless for anything 
more serious This assumption, they 
argue, is mistaken on many counts. As 
Calcutta’s leading kavira; Shib Kali 
Bhattacharya points out, ayurveda is 
not purely a herbal science. Medicines 
include metals such as gold, silver and 
zinc and poisons such as arsenic and 
snake venom (sarpabtsha) 

Besides, it is erroneous to conclude 
that herbal medicines are mild and. 
therefore, require prolonged use to 
take effect Says Jalukar. “Who says 
that ayurvedic medicines are not 
powerful In certain ailments, such as 
abdominal pam and discomfort, the 
relief can be instant ” Ciba-Geigy’s 
vaidya is also an advocate of the 
‘plants-are-powerful’ school. “How 
many people know that aspirin was 
the result of long years of research on 
a plant of African origin’’ Or that the 
best drug for cardiac ailments—digita- 
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Now, an exciusi\’c new line of luggage 
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{continued from page 49) 

lis—IS also derived from a plant‘>” he 

asks. 

A visit to the splendid herbal garden 
at Kottakkal's Arya Vaidya Sala may 
well convince sceptics of the truth of 
■plant power' Managed by botanist 
Indu Balachandaran, the herbarium 
boasts of a staggering variety of plants 
from all over the country In it are 
plants such as laportia crenulata, 
which—as those who dared have disc- 
overect—causes enlargement of the 



glands and high fever when touched 
(The plant is known locally as ana- 
mayakki because elephants are said to 
stay well clear of it in Kerala’s 
forests ) Then there are others such as 
gymnema lylvesier, which paralyses 
the taste buds when eaten or cocculus 
hirstutus, the juice of which solidifies 
water. 

B ut ayurveda suffers from much 
more than just such misconcep¬ 
tions about the effectiveness of its 
formulations Among its biggest prob¬ 


lems IS the existence of charlatans and 
frauds. In a sense, the system lends 
Itself to the proliferation of quacks. 
For one, a large number of those who 
resort to ayurveda come from the 
lower and illiterate classes and they 
are easily taken in with the promise of 
miracle cures For another, there is 
nothing which prevents a crook from 
setting up shop on a pavement, pre¬ 
tending to be an ayurvedic physician 
and flogging medicines to whoever 
will buy them. The result of the lack of 
control on these self-styled vaidyas is 
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Gopalakrishnan NcUr's Anoop: miracle cure or just plain hair oil? 


T he way Gopalakrishnan Nair 
tells it, it sil began one for¬ 
tuitous day in the early Eighties. 
The former chemist was ex¬ 
perimenting in bis laboratory at 
home with coconut oil and a num¬ 
ber of ayurvedic herbs. Accidental¬ 
ly, some drops of the mixture fell 
on his forearm. And, a few days 
later, there was—^to his delight and 
surprise—a neat little patch of hair 
on the spot. 

A short while later, he dared to 
use his concoction on his head and 
those of his four daughters. And 
found—to his even greater de¬ 
light—that his daughters had de¬ 
veloped shiny, long locks and that 
his own pate hadn’t done too badly 
either. The wonder oil had 
worked! 

In a year's time, the bespecta¬ 
cled Keralite was able to procure a 
manufacturing licence from the 
drugs controller in Trivandrum for 
his formula. And thus, Anoop was 
bom. 

The product took some time to 
become popular and for the first 
few years, Nair relied mainly on 
word-of-mouth publicity to fetch 
him customers. It was 
only after Kerala’s num¬ 
ber one daily, Malayala 
Manorama, featured 
him and his product on 
page one that Anoop 
started becoming the 
rage. Subsequently, 
other newspapers and 
magazines followed suit 
and by the time The 
Illustrated Weekly of In¬ 
dia featured Nair on the 
cover in May last 


year, Anoop was a household 
name with the nation’s bald or 
balding population. The rumour 
that Rajiv Gandhi (then Prime 
Minister) used liberal quantities of 
it also did Anoop and its inventor 
no end of good. 

Nair—whose ‘manufacturing 
unit* consisted of four iron caul¬ 
drons in a backroom of his house in 
Trivandmm—was in big business. 
The 50 ml bottle of Anoop that he 
sold in the early Eighties for a 
mere Rs 10 was marked up to Rs 
75. (In the black market, it fetched 
anything up to Rs 300.) At any 
given time of the day, there were 
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large queues of people outside his 
house, waiting—some even beg¬ 
ging—to be sold the magic potion. 
The telephone never stopped ring¬ 
ing and there were said to be at 
least a lakh of people who sought 
appointments with him every 
monfii. In Kerala, ML As began 
complaining bitterly that there 
were not enough bottles of Anoop 
to supply to their constituents, who 
had been pestering the legislators 
for them. 

The pressure may have got to 
Nair. He requested and received 
police security and was hopsital- 
ised after a heart attack. But, there 
were more problems in store for 
him. In August last year, a writ 
petition seeking a stay 
on the sale of Anoop 
was admitted by the 

Nair with bottlM of Anoop: 
standhig by Ms Invention 
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all too evident, in virtually every 
Indian city, there are hundreds of 
‘dispensaries’ on the streets which flog 
medicines for anything from indiges¬ 
tion to impotency Many of those who 
run them use dangerous steroids to 
achieve results and keep the patients 
coming. Says Jalukar “More than 50 
per cent of practising vaidyas are 
quacks " 

The problem of suspect medicines 
doesn’t end with street-corner dispen¬ 
saries. There aie tew constraints 
placed on manufacturers of ayurvedic 
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Kerala High Court. The petition 
followed investigations made by a 
consumers’ group, which claimed 
that the oil had no effect on bald- 
ness and comprised exactly the 
same ingredients as neelahringadhi 
lhailam, an ayurvedic preparation 
which is popular in Kerala as a hair 
oil/nourisher The gioup also 
claimed that Nair had flouted cer¬ 
tain rules—for example, the ingre¬ 
dients used to make Anoop were 
not displayed on the bottles. 

Questions about Anoop’s effica¬ 
cy began to be raised in the Kerala 
Assembly and Nair was subject to 
a series of tax raids The state 
health ministry also instructed a 
director at the Central Council for 
Research on Ayurveda and Siddha 
(CCRAS) to submit a report on 
Anoop’s ‘hair-raising’ abilities. 
Nair, who had enjoyed the reputa¬ 
tion of being a medical magician, 
began to be perceived by many as a 
con-man and a crook. 

Nair, however, stands by his in¬ 
vention. “1 think that Anoop is the 
best thing that has happened to 
ayurveda in recent times,” he told 
Sunday. But does it cure bald¬ 
ness? Yes, he maintained, but this 
depends on the condition of a per¬ 
son’s hair follicles. “In those peo¬ 
ple whose hair follicles have not 
closed for good, Anoop can pro¬ 
duce result,” 

Not many people believe such 
explanations today. But Nair— 
who has probably earned more 
thousands than he has hair on his 
head—behaves as if he doesn't 
care. And now, he is planning to 
make an ayurvedic medicine to 
cure cancer. 


KULDEEPRAJKOHLI 

Doctor attached to Bombay's 
Podar Ayurvedic Hospital 


O^ompanies such as 
Vicco, Balsara and 
Dabur have 
contributed towards 
making more and more 
people aware of 
ayurvedic medicines. 
We should be thankful 
to them 


products and concepts such as .standar¬ 
disation. quality control and labora¬ 
tory testing are foreign to them. Last 
year, the Karnataka health depart¬ 
ment banned the sale of Sanjcevini, a 
widely-used drug for asthma, manu¬ 
factured by a Bangalore-based ayurve¬ 
dic firm, on the grounds that it con¬ 
tained allopathic ingredients The 
manufacturer. Asthma Eradication 
C'entie, is situated in a small lane in 
the city and has nothing more than a 
‘kitchen mix’ facility Yet. 180 ml 
bottles of Sanjeevini sold all over the 
country for Rs KKI each The pioblem 
IS that It is difficult to prosecute 
manufacturers of fraudulent ayurvedic 
products as the government has laid 
down no norms for the manufacture 
and sale of Indian medicines 

Some believe that the commer¬ 
cialisation of ayurvedic products has 
also led to their deteriorating quality 
One common complaint is the exces¬ 
sive use of alcohol in certain formula¬ 
tions While the ayurvedic texts lay 
down that alcohol content should nev¬ 
er exceed 7-8 per cent, some medi¬ 
cines contain over 50 per cent 
(“Heaven knows if they work, but 
they guarantee a high,' says one 
practitioner ) Even Dabur’s and 
Vaidyana h’s tremendously successful 
Chyavanprash have their critics. Says 
the CCRAS’ V N Pandey “ The ideal 
Chyavanprash mixture should have 46 
herbs, but commercial manufacturers 
provide only between 30 and 32. 
aanslochan —the most important herb 
tor the formulation—is seldom used as 
It IS rare and expensive ” 

But even those traditional and repu¬ 
ted manufacturers who strive to follow 
the procedures prescribed by the texts 
have their problems. Says the Arya 
Vaidya Sala’s botanist Indu Balachan- 



daran “Industrialisation and the 
growth in population have led to a 
tremendous amount of deforestation 
Nowadays, it is becoming increasingly 
difficult for manufacturers to find 
sufficient quantities of herbs Some 
have already become unavailable ” 
Another problem, according to 
Balachandaran, is that ayurvedic texts 
are usually vague when describing 
medicinal herbs and plants She says 
this has led to two kinds of difficulties 
“First, the manufacturer is sometimes 
supplied with the wrong plant And 
second, different regions of the coun¬ 
try use dilfcrcnt plants in the manufac¬ 
ture ol a product " Balachandaran 
believes that it is important to botani- 
cally identify and classify the plants 
mentioned in the ayurvedic texts 
Such pioblems have led men such as 
the CC RAS' Pandey to call for an 
“orderly change in the manner in 
which ayurvedic medicines are pre¬ 
scribed and manufactured” “There 
are about 15,0(K) formulations de¬ 
scribed in our classical texts and it is 
time we began laying down standards 
for their production," he says 
But even so, the trust that people 
display in ayurvedic medicines re¬ 
mains unshaken For the believers, 
the kaviraj is not just a doctor, but a 
repository of ancient and profound 
truths about health care And, as 
recent trends indicate, the ranks of the 
faithful are constantly burgeoning. 
For a science that is many centuries 
old. It IS a conversion that has taken a 
long time coming And, from all 
appearances, ayurveda is finally here 
to stay. • 

HtiOamd Padmmabhan/Nmw DeM, 
Bombay mdKottakkalwMhnportM 
horn AdhaChattarfoa and Sroaia$ar 
Pmay 


wim*y 17-23 juna iseo 


53 






NavMda Meittii: Miu India to film dobutante 

English holiday 


The sleepy 
north Eng¬ 
land town of Newcastle 
Upon Tyne had a rather 
rude introduction to 
Bollywood, with direc¬ 
tor Prakash Varma in¬ 
vading It, cast and crew 
of his new film. Princess 
Prom Kathmandu, in 
tow 

The movie will, says 
Varma, be shot entirely 
in England, though not 
against the usual 
stereotyped background 
of Westminster Abbey 
and the Big Ben. Instead 
the likes of Kader Khan, 
Prem Chopra—com¬ 
plete with fal.se mous¬ 
taches and turbans— 
ham away bravely in the 
company of Miss India 
Naveeda Medhi, in the 
markets and quays of 
Newcastle. 

Medhi plays the Kath¬ 
mandu princess who ar¬ 
rives in England on a 


I state visit, and in a very 
I Roman Holiday sort of 
i move, runs away to 
many an adventure 
Naveeda, whose maiden 
film this IS, insists she 
accepted the role out of 
the hundreds offered be¬ 
cause of It’s ‘originality’. 
(One Audrey Hepburn- 
Gregory Peck starrer, 
obviously, does not 
count.) 

Shooting IS now on at 
full swing with the reg¬ 
ulation song and dance 
sequences providing the 
fantasy element, while 
director Varma cajoles 
bemused passers-by to 
intone a dialogue or two 
for the much-needed 
touch of authenticity. 

If the venture proves a 
success, the producers 
intend making as many 
as two films every year 
from Newcastle. Talkies 
from the Tyne may be 
the latest thing yet. 


I Whose 

VOICE IS IT, 
ANYWAY? 

y 1 he voice- 

^ over was 

g only too familiar And 
I listening to it hold forth 
^ on the situation in Kash- 
mir, in a Focus program- 
me titled Dehshat, view- 
fi ers were convinced that 
S Nalmi Singh had notch- 
ed up yet another suc- 
^ cess, after her hugely- 
popular programmes on 
Z poll rigging and the Bha- 
galpur riots 

^ Well, this time they'd 
got It a little wrong Eor, 
the attractive producer 
made it clear that she 
had nothing to do with 
Dehshat She had, said 
ii, Singh, only produced 
- one programme—also 


I The ordeal 

* CONTINUES 

^ Salman 

L Rushdie’s 

S ordeal by fatwa may 
finally be over Pro¬ 
vided, of course, that the 
British government falls 
in with Iranian regime’s 
line 

So everyone thought 
when in an interview to 
the Sunday Times in 
Tehran, Sayed Hussein 
Musavian, a top-ranking 
foreign ministry official, 
hinted that the order on 
Rushdie’s execution 
would be rescinded, if 
Whitehall condemned 
the blasphemous Verses. 

Musavian, a senior 
member of the Rafsan ja- 
ni government, said: “If 
Douglas Hurd would 
make it clear that the 



Nalini Singh: prompt diaclaimf 

telecast in the Focus 
slot—called Auj Ka 
Kashmir And that had 
gone on the air on 27 
May (Dehshat was tele¬ 
cast on 3 .lune). 

Dehshat, according to 
Doordarshan sources, 
had been built around 
footage provided by 


government of the Un¬ 
ited Kingdom respects 
Islam and Muslims and 
condemns insults to 
Islam, which is what 
Rushdie's book did, the 
biggest obstacle to Brit- 

Salman Rualidie: the 
amnesty doesn’t biciiKie 
him 
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Mandi House to Media 
Associates, the produc¬ 
tion concern set up by 
some students of the de¬ 
partment of mass com¬ 
munications, Jamia 
Milia Islamia 

And some of the clips 
provided had been from 
Singh’s shows 


ish-Iranian relations 
would be removed.” 

And Rushdie would, 
presumably, be a free 
man once again. 

Not quite. For the Ira¬ 
nian regime clarified all 
too soon that the amnes¬ 
ty didn’t cover Satanic 
Salman. And the sent¬ 
ence of death stood. 


Mekimi.he 

GAME 


: ' ' She left 
Mohnish 
Behl for Tarzan. And 
then Sunjay Dutt de¬ 
serted her for the charms 
of Richa. 

But Kimi Katkar final¬ 
ly found her match in 
star photographer Shan- 
tanu Sheorey, whom she 
married m a quiet cere¬ 
mony at the US Club in 
Colaba, Bombay. In 
attendance at the 
Maharashtrian wed¬ 
ding—with Katkar much 
the demure bride—were 
the best-known newly¬ 
weds of filmdom, Rekha 
and Mukcsh Aggarwal. 
Most of the other filmi 
types had to make do 
with invitations to the 
bash at Alibag (far away 
from the prying eyes of 
star-gazers) instead. 

The Sheorey-Katkar 
courtship had been long, 
eventful, and often, 
verging on the edge of 


UM SHANTI 
OM 

From the In¬ 
dian Raspu¬ 
tin to the nation’s 
favourite yoga mstructor 
to small-time cheat, mat¬ 
ters have deteriorated 
with alarming rapidity 
for Swami Dnirendra 
Brahmachari. 

According to a crimin¬ 
al complaint Bled against 
the Swami at the Parlia¬ 
ment Street police sta¬ 
tion in the capital, 
Brahmachari had duped 
the students of his insti¬ 
tute, Vishwayatan 


disaster. The Bombay 
gossip mill had it that 
Shantanu, who ditched 
popular model-turned- 
photographer Malvika 
Tiwari for the light-eyed 
actress, was only out for 
a good time. And that 
Katkar would be best 
advised to silence the 


strains of the shehnai 
sounding in her ear. But 
all those weekends in 
Allbag (while Kimi’s 
producers tore their hair 
out) paid off. 

It’s now goodbye 
films. 

And hello Kimi 
Sheorey. 




Yogashram at Katra, 
.lammu. Apparently, the 
yogi put it about that 
the diploma and degree- 
courses at his ashram 
had been duly ‘recog¬ 
nised’ by the govern- 

Swami DMrendra 
Brahmachari: duping 
Iwnocanta? 




ment. But, as the hap¬ 
less students found out 
to their horror, only the 
.■^-moiith certificate 
course had been 
approved by the author¬ 
ities, the diplomas hand¬ 
ed out on completion of 
the others were just so 
many worthless pieces of 
paper. 

Additional commis¬ 
sioner of piolice (New 
Delhi range) R.K. 

Niyogi maintains that 
the Swami will be 
arrested if the allega¬ 
tions are found to be 
true. And this time there 
won’t be any friends in 
high places to come to 
his aid. • 













A maiden effort 

Bombay hosts the first women s festival in India 


S hould art imitate life'’ Or should 
It initiate change'' Oi again, en¬ 
ter the realm of activism"’ ITiese 
were the issues that 120 women dele¬ 
gates debated and analysed during a 
four-day festival. Expression, orga¬ 
nised by Madhushree Dutta, Necra 
Adarkar and other like-minded femin¬ 
ists, in Bombay between.2-5 June. It 
was the quest for a “feminist metho¬ 
dology”—which they felt had eluded 
art forms, though applied to politics, 
sociology and other spheres of mod- 
eni-day life—that led them to think on 
the lines of organising a festival 
Besides hosting plays by six eminent 
theatre groups—including Nirakar 
and Vivadi from Delhi, Kerala Sastra 
Sahitya Panshad, Tnvandrum, Cultu¬ 
ral Centre, Madras, Spandana, Bang¬ 
alore, Rangakarmee, Calcutta, and 
Majlish, Bombay—the festival also fe¬ 
atured a books and art exhibition 
Seminars were also organised to re¬ 
view and debate the ments of works 
by women in different art forms Even 
so, Dutta emphasises that it wasn’t 
just a “feminist festival”. According to 
her: “There has been a need to put 
together certain women's issues which 
have been raised by the artiste and the 
activist ” The motive behind holding a 
festival of this nature, she stresses, is 
to “provide a entique of women’s cul¬ 
ture”. 

In the process of articulating 
women’s concerns, says Dutta, certain 
visual symbols have evolved, to be¬ 
come an integral part of the feminist 
movement. For instance, the identi¬ 
fication of Shakti as a feminist symbol 
and Its wide usage by activists all over 
the country. This has, however, given 
rise to a controversy Dutta explains. 
“Some people feel that Shakti is a 
Hindu symbol and by resorting to it, 
the feminist movement is excluding 
the minorities from the movement.” 

But such controversies have never 
been looked into, nor has any effort 
been made to determine the impact of 
women’s active participation in the 
arts on the state, its economy, culture 
and oihcr related fields. What promp¬ 
ted leminists like Dutta to get together 
and create a forum for discussion on 
these issues iv.is the realisation that in 
the absence of .mv such effort the 


works of an entire generation of 
women artistes would go unappreci¬ 
ated 

Expression made it possible for 
practitioners of traditional art and folk 
forms to share their experiences And 
several humorous insights emerged 
from their recounting For instance, 
C'.S Laxmi, a Tamil writer recalled 
the response of two male authors to 
her work Said »)ne “The problem 
with her is that she hasn't had a good 
sexual experience If she had, she 
would be writing other stuff ” While 
recalling this incident, Laxmi com¬ 
mented. “Feminism, in the opinion of 
these guys, is a disease which can be 


contemporaries but also probed into 
their attitude to society 

As Swaroop Dhruv, Gujarati 
poetess, pointed out “The works of 
most Gujarati women writers in the 
post-Gandhian era may have been 
socially relevant but none of them 
ever questioned the values or the sys¬ 
tem which exploited women In fact, 
there was very little literature of pro¬ 
test Women came out to exjiress but 
never to protest ” This was the reason, 
she feels, why works by women have 
been “branded women's literature and 
could never make the leap into main¬ 
stream literature" At the other ex¬ 
treme. some women authors bent over 



EXPRESSION ExprMMkm: 

•OMIII cwllli*l ffltlMl JWf ? ' ISW 




mathodology 




piiTHM rw<rtf t unwM iitii uMia soawt j 

cured if certain symptoms are re¬ 
moved ” 

The sessions in which the literary 
works of women writers were discus¬ 
sed, also turned out to be a cathartic 
experience. The women authors pre¬ 
sent not only analysed the works and 
contribution of their predecessors and 


backwards to avoid being branded 
‘feminist’ and even imitated the styles 
of their male counterparts 

Once Expression winds to a close 
Dutta and the other organisers will 
review the response, and decide 
whether the festival should be an 
annual event As Neera Adarkar puts 
It: “We wanted a dialogue at various 
levels. But whether this will lead to 
anything else is something which we 
haven’t yet thought about.” 

But It IS only as a regular feature, 
that Expression can hope to make 
some contribution to the feminist 
cause. If It remains a one-off effort, it 
will be dismissed as just another 
tamasha —though a slightly more pre¬ 
tentious one. • 

Aditm Chattmrjaa/Bombmy 
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INTERVIEW 


'^1 am keen to expancT' 

B.K. Birla on the future, his successor and the Tatas 



Basani Kumar Birla, 69, is one of 
India's most powerful and respected 
industrialists After the break-up of the 
Birla family assets, BK and his son 
Aditya emerged as the front-runners 
(19S9-90 sales turnover totalling Rs 
5,300 crores for the group) of the 
divided house. According to numerous 
corporate observers, the BK-Aditya 
team ls the most dynamic one among 
the Birlas Last fortnight, BK met 
Sunuay's Debjant Sinha in Calcutta. 
The tycoon was in turn nostalgic, 
prophetic, introspective and always, 
frank Excerpts from the interview 

Sunday: What is your reading of the 
country’s industrial future? 

B.K. Birla: I think the outlook is 
good, and industnes are expanding 
The government is helpful—for in the 
last five years, many institutions, that 
IS financial institutions, are now oper¬ 
ating in the market and one has no 
problem now in obtaining money, 
either m the form of equity or deben¬ 
tures or both Ten years ago, even for 
the Tatas and Birlas, it was a problem 
to get money 1 remember father 
(Ghanshyam Das) was very particular 
to see that he implemented only one 
project at a time and liked to make 
sure that he had plenty of money, in 
case there was a project overrun ,or in 
case the project did not materialise 
For this head of emergency, he would 
ensure that he had plenty of funds. 
But now in the last five years, many 
institutions are operating in the mar¬ 
ket which are very anxious to under¬ 
write public issues, debentures etc. 
Moreover, the present government is 
also helpful, the government also feels 
that indu.stry has to expand 

Q; But that was a legacy of the 
previous government. 

A: Very true But we were afraid, the 
share market was afraid, that the 
present government would change the 
policies. But It IS clear that the present 
government is anxious that industry 
should grow. For instance, I saw in the 
papers that the power sector is being 
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opened up to the private sector. This 
IS encouraging—what is needed is for 
all sectors to grow the joint sector, 
assisted sector, private sector. 

Q: These are the positive aspects. 
What changes do you think have hap¬ 
pened in the industrial scene in the 
course of your career? 

A: One significant change is that old 
industries are now becoming some¬ 
what out of date. The new industries 
of today are fertilisers, petroche¬ 
micals... 


Q: Old industries mean¬ 
ing jute and lea? 

A: Jute, tea, textiles, 
etc. 

Q: Surely, you cannot 
allow them to die. 

A: No. but the future 
growth or expansion, it 
seems, will be through 
the new capital- 
intensive industry route. 
For instance, the Haldia 
project means an invest¬ 
ment of Rs 60,000 
crores. There is no 
doubt that industrialists, 
especially the important 
ones, are anxious to be 
in this sector 

Q: The sunrise sector? 
A: From the point of 
view of prestige, the 
cost, ana volume of 
these projects, this sec¬ 
tor IS proving to be very 
attractive For instance. 


an industry of Rs 50 crores or Rs 800 
crores. So, industrialists will naturally 
choose to concentrate their energies 
on these (sunrise) sectors. 

Q: What are the changes for the 
worse? 

A: Today, there are so many institu¬ 
tions controlled directly or indirectly 
by the government. One institution is 
buying, another is selling, but gradual¬ 
ly the (equity) holdings of these in¬ 
stitutions are increasing. And as it is 
happening now, and as it happened in 



ment institutions must be spmewhat 
careful. I am not saying that loans 
ought not to be given to industnal 
houses that are not very well known, 
but they should be careful. 

Q: What is the high point of your 
career? 

A: I joined industry passively in 1936 
and actively in 1938. From the point of 
view of size, Century Enka and Cen¬ 
tury Textiles are two companies that 
have shown good results consistently. 
But if you Ignore the size, Jayshree 
lAPAN DAS Tea and Kesoram Indus¬ 
tries are also very-good 
examples of well- 
managed companies I 
would like to place these 
companies at the top 

Q: As examples of well- 
managed companies? 

A: These are not only 
well-managed, but in 
terms of their size, pro¬ 
fitability, sales and effi¬ 
ciency, all these factors 
combined make these 
outstanding concerns 
But, inspite of being 
well-managed, some 
companies like Kesoram 
have suffered due to bad 
luck. 

Our cement plant is in 
Hyderabad, (Andhra 
Pradesh), has 80 per 
cent power cuts. We do 


cosi, ana volume oi cent power curs, we ao 

these projects, this sec- ^ en VCaTS 320 , CVCn for the Tatas and Birlas, have our own generating 
tor IS proving to be very i capacity to the extent of 

attractive For instance, it WaS a pFOblcm tO get HlOney. NoW, One has no 40-45 per cent, but 80 

there is already a queue rimhlptn in nhtainino It’’ power cuts 

for Haldia—whether the F*“ affect the efficiency of 

clearances have been compan;^' and this is 

obtained as yet are not due to no fault of our 

important, but four or five industrial I the past, they can dictate their own i own Then, the textile mill (Kesor- 


important, but four or five industrial 
groups are anxious to get into Haldia. 

Q; So, this is in your opinion the 
fashionable sector. 

A: What is important is that money is 
now available for projects. Earlier, for 
much smaller projects of say Rs 50 
crores, it was impossible to get the 
money. Today, for projects ten times 
that size, money is available. Second¬ 
ly, these are industries of the future. 
Ciiowth in the jute sector and the 
textile sector cannot be unlimited but 
the possibility of expansion is almost 
unlimited in this (petrochemicals) sec¬ 
tor Aditya, for instance, started Indo- 
Gulf—one expansion of that will mean 
Rs 800 crores and it takes practically 
the same energy and time to control 


terms As, for example, it happened in 
the case of DCM, or the Modis. My 
son recently issued a statement that 
they (financial institutions) should be 
allowed to invest only up to 25 per 
cent of the equity of any company. 1 
entirely agree with that There should 
be a limit on how much all financial 
institutions combined should be 
allowed to invest in a company The 
second thing is that the easy availabil¬ 
ity of money is not always a good 
thing. People tend to become over- 
optimistic, and over-trading and such 
activities can take place. Over-trading 
IS always bad, and this in the hands of 
people who are inexperienced qr 
whose integrity is in question can be 
dangerous. Therefore, the govern¬ 


I" 40-45 per cent, but 80 

per cent power cuts 
affect the efficiency of 
compan;j' and this is 
due to no fault of our 
own Then, the textile mill (Kesor¬ 
am), happens to be in Calcutta and 
due to labour trouble it was closed for 
two years and nine months. On the 
other hand, a textile mill in Bombay, 
also under me. is making plenty of 
money So you see, some things are 
within our power, and some things are 
not. There are other problems also. 
Once a company is affected by labour 
trouble, you will not be able to attract 
good managers In Century, we have 
no problem in getting good managers 
In Kesoram, we cannot get good 
managers. So, it becomes a vicious 
circle. 

Q: What are your plans for these 
companies? 

A: I am expanding these companies. 
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Kesoram has a tyre plant which we 
hope will go into production in about 
ten months. Century Textiles has ex¬ 
pansion projects. We have established 
a new company to manufacture 
polyester yarn. As far as possible, 1 
would like to concentrate on expand¬ 
ing and consolidating my existing com¬ 
panies I am not in favour of going 
into new companies or new greenfield 
projects I am too old for that That I 
leave to the younger generation 

Q; The image of the Birlas is that of a 
conservative business house that will 
not venture into certain areas such as 
consumer durabies and hoteis. Has this 
changed? Wili the younger generation 
be different? 

A: It IS a fact that to a certain extent 
wc are conservative But m Gwalior 
Rayon for instance, wc arc manufac¬ 
turing a range of textiles that is the 
besi in India, as indeed in Century 
Textiles Mv nephew S K Birla con¬ 
trols Digjam which manufactures first 
rate textiles So to say that we (Birlas) 
are not in the consumer market is not 
quite correct Hindustan Motors today 
has the C'ontessa, which is probably 
the best car m that segment of the 
market 

Q; But the fact remains that members 
of the famiiy are expected to conform 
to the family image. Isn't this a strain 
on the younger generation? 

A: I don't think so We elders at least 
aie somewhat conservative Even 
now. we don’t dance or drink What 
happens in the future will depend on 
our children and their children 

Q: There is always a comparison made 
between the 1'atas and Birlas. 1$ this 
fair? 

A; We, at least I myself, like the 
Tatas, Their hotels are excellent. 
TELCO IS an outstanding company 
Fisco has made very good progress in 
the last five years In fact, there is 
room for both Tatas and Birlas (to 
improve) We don’t compete and we 
are not unduly excited either about 
comparisons of assets, etc —one year 
they are ahead, another year it is us 
Even assuming that there is healthy 
competition, I don’t think there is any 
objection to that My son is close to 
Ratal! Tata. Russi Mody is our old 
friend in Calcutta They are good 
people and we are friends 

Q: The B.K. Birla group has emerged 
as the single largest in the Birla 
empire. Some people believe you had a 



AdRya Birla: hah- and maator 

headstart as your father’s favourite. 
Please comment. 

A: It IS true that we, Aditya and 
myself, did get a major chunk of 
father’s industries But why did he 
give this to us'' What was in his mind is 
for you people to assess But the fact 
remains that even after Aditya was 
handed all those industries, he has not 
only been able to maintain them, he 
has also expanded them 

Q: You mean your father felt that the 
managerial expertise was there. 

A: Well, something like that Father 
expired in 1983 Now it is 1990 What 
has to be examined is what progress 
has been made, what is the track 
record of these industries in that 
period. In my case, I did not get 
anything from the family except two 
mills I got Kesoram in 1938-39 and 
the textile section of Century m 1983 
All other companies 1 started on my 
own All the other divisions of Cen¬ 
tury I have started Century is my 
creation, so is Jayshree Tea and 


It is true that we, 
Aditya and myself, did 
get a m^or chunk of 
father’s industries...what 
was in his mind is for you 
people to assess” 


others. Gwalior Rayon and Hindalco 
father gave to Aditya. but he has 
expanded these 

Q: Which is the number two Birla 
group? 

A: That is up to you to assess 

Q: Today, you and your .son together 
form a formidable industrial force. 
What accounts for this success? 

A: His (Aditya’s) knowledge ol 
accounts is very solid When he came 
back to India, 1 ensured that he spent 
plenty of time m undcistandmg 
accounts I myself was trained in the 
accounts department of Kesoram for 
ten months 1 wrote cash books, did 
everything by my own hand He is also 
vciy hardworking He sometimes 
works from 7 am to midnight and at 
weekends, it necessary I come to the 
office at ‘t <im .and I am the only one 
there And il’s good because there are 
no phone calls or visitors foi two hours 
and you can get all your work done 

Q. You and your son are collaborating 
for the first time. Will this .set a trend 
for the future? 

A; What trend'*! am 70 and he has his 
whole life before him. 1 am not keen 
to grow anymore, but whatever com¬ 
panies I am controlling, 1 am keen to 
expand those Otherwise, 1 will be 
unfair to my shareholders 

Q: There have been some setback-s. 
Mangalam Timber, for example, has 
not done as well as it should have. 
What went wrong? 

A: Firstly, it was over-optimism. 
Secondly, we had some unexpected 
initial problems, especially with re¬ 
gard to quality. We had built up 
tremendous expectations in the mar- 
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ket and the actual product was not as 
good as wc had anticipated. Then, we 
had some problem with the workers. I 
can give you ten arguments to justify 
why the company did not work, but 
frankly speaking, I think all these 
mistakes are ours Shareholders have 
invested in this company because they 
have faith in me, my background, my 
prestige, and in case the enterprise is 
not a success, the mistake is mine I 
am trying my best to improve the 
performance of this company 

Q: Century Textiles, un the other 
hand, seems to be doing quite well... 
A; All the ditferent divisions of Cen¬ 
tury are working very efficiently In 
business today, the most important 
thing IS efficiency in woiking If you 
have achieved that, you are cushioned 
against bad times 

Q; All expansions under the Century 
umbrella have taken place from the 
company’s internal resources. Why 
did you not go to the public? 

A: t^ur shareholders are not in favour 
of that If the shareholders had 
approved the issue of convertible de¬ 
bentures, we would have expanded 
taster But it would have meant that 
our own investment in the company 
would have gone down and this the 
shareholders do not want 

Q: Would you say your managerial 
style is distinct from your father’s, and 
perhaps old-fashioned, compared to 
your son’s? 

A: 1 would not say that because 
basically, I was tiamed by my father 
and his training, on the whole, was 
veiy good We can’t obviously be 
identical, but 1 suppose for my fathei, 
mysell and my son, essentially the 
style of functioning is the same— 
though the emphasis may be different 
Perhaps, I give more importance to 
financial control, and perhaps, my son 
gives more importance to technical 
know-how But otherwise, I suppose 
we are very similar in our approach 
He works hard, 1 work hard When I 
visit the factories, I work from 7 am to 
8 pm, and in case Mrs Birla is not with 
me, 1 work until midnight When .she 
IS there, she controls me, and insists 
that I complete my day by 9 pm But 
I when she is not there, 1 am decon- 
t liolled 

Q: The division of assets in the Birla 
group was at one time the subject of a 
great deal of speculation. Was there a 
great deal of tension? 


Our shareholders are 
not in favour (of Century 
going public)...it would 
have meant that our own 
investment in the 
company would have 
gone down” 

A: Essentially, the whole thing was 
done in a spirit of cooperation In 
dealing with assets of this nature and 
size, some arguments are bound to 
take place But we were able to work 
out a solution which was acceptable, 
more or less, to most membcis of the 
family What is important is that after 
this session, the relaitonships amongst 
members in the family are very cor¬ 
dial 

Q: flow did you work out a solution? 

A: The first round of suggestions was 
made by me. Then, there were mod¬ 
ifications and changes You see, for a 
thing of this nature, you have to have 
an exchange of views and incorporate 
suggestions from everyone 

Q: For such a large family, to incorpo¬ 
rate so many views it must have taken 
a long time. 

A: It took us almost two years 

Q: What direction will the B.K. Birla 
group take in the near future? 

A; I alone or Aditya also'' If you take 
the group as a whole, Aditya is active¬ 
ly looking at the possibility of expan¬ 
sion into petrochemicals, fertilisers 
and all kinds of new industries apart 


1 like the Tatas. Their 

hotels are excellent. 
TELCO is an outstanding 
company. TISCO has 
made very good progress 
in the last five years” 



from textiles and cement. Tyres in my 
case But not everything is in our f> 
hands. We need licences, permissions ' 
and as it happens today, when we 
explore ten industries, we can prob¬ 
ably get permission for only two or 
thiee. 

Q; You must have thought about it, the 
companies that are directly controlled 
by you will obviously in the near future 
go to your son or grandson Kumar- 
amangalam. 

A: I have not as yet worked it out, but 
I suppose these will go to my son or 
grandson I have ample time to think 
It out, or 1 think I have ample time to 
work things out 

Q: Will Haldia change the face of West 
Bengal as everybody says it wili? 

A: 1 think it is going to help us a lot, 
especially the entry of the Tatas Tatas 
with their headquarters in Bombay 
coming to Calcutta is a tremendous 
thing- psychologically speaking 1 
only hope the power position will ' 
improve. 

Q: What will be your advice to young 
industrialists of today? 

A: The first thing is that you have to 
be hardworking But I find that with 
this generation, hard work is not 
appreciated very much In tact, it is a 
sort of joke that I work and am willing 
to work over the weekend But if at 
my age 1 am working ten hours a 
day—the younger generation should 
be prepared to work at least three or 
four hours longer Then, in their 
business dealings, they must observe a 
very strict code of conduct and prove 
their integrity to their shareholders 

Q: Your art collection is legendary. 
How many years have you spent on 
your collection? 

A: We started in the Fifties In the 
beginning, we were collecting Euro¬ 
pean and Eastern artefacts At that 
time, most collectors were buying jade 
and Chinese art objects. Then, two of 
our very close friends suggested that 
wc should buy Indian art and that is 
how we started This collection has 
grown over the last 30 years Now, we 
are buying contemporary Indian art. I 
am very pleased that my grandson and 
his wife are also keen art lovers. Marg 
has brought out a publication, A 
Collector's Dream, edited by .Saryu 
Doshi and Karl Khandalavala, based 
on our collection. But it took them six 
months to believe that Birlas had such 
a collection. • 
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CIVIL AVIATION 


RAKESH SAHAI 


Reaching for the sky 

Vayudoot takes advantage of government policy and grounded Indian 
Airlines Airbus A320s to make a bid for the big time 


A n “open sky” policy, per¬ 
mission to operate on 
heavy passenger traffic 
sectors and full govern¬ 
ment support. Vayudoot 
Ltd could not have asked for more. 
After accumulating losses—and often 
generating controversy than re¬ 
venue—for the SIX years it has been in 
existence, India’s third-level airline is, 
for the moment, on a smooth flight 
path. With a little help from the 
government, Indian Airlines and an 
ambitious, fast-thinking chief execu¬ 
tive. 

On 11 April, civil aviation minister 
Arif Mohammad Khan announced a 
policy that opened up commercial 
aviation to virtually anyone with 

tUHOlir 17-*J Jun* 


planes to fly—both for domestic and 
international operators flying to India 
The policy also freed the skies for 
more cargo flights. Added to this was 
the fact that lA has a grounded fleet of 
14 Airbus A320 aircraft, out of action 
since one of them crashed m Banga¬ 
lore four months ago. Grounding the 
A320s meant that lA had 30 per cent 
less seatmg capacity to offer, flying 
22,000 passengers a day now as against 
29,500 before the crash (The move is 
reportedly costing lA Rs 2 5 crores a 
week in lost revenue.) And last fort¬ 
night, lA advertised for leasing out 
the 14 A320s, as well as putting four 
more it is due to receive on the block. 

Vayudoot stepped in. In mid-May, 
the airline inaugurated a Delhi- 


Bombay flight with a Boeing 727 jet 
aircraft leased from Royal Nepal Air¬ 
lines Corp (RNAC), a departure 
from Its standard fare—hopping 
flights to small cities and towns on 
small propeller-driven planes. By the 
last week of May, Vayudoot had 
added the Delhi-Bangalore route, and 
a few days later, a flight from Delhi to 
Guwahati. By year-end, the airline 
plans to go international and add 
cargo flights to its repertoire 

“As soon as we had got permission 
to operate on the Bombay and Banga¬ 
lore routes,” says Harsh Vardhan, 
Vayudoot’s managing director, “we 
contacted RNAC.” The Nepalese car¬ 
rier helped out with a 727; it had 
enough aircraft but not enough of its 
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HARSH VARDHAN 

Vayudoot managing 
director 

“Th ere is a 
vast untapped 
market in the 
country,” says 
Vardhan. “An 
attempt has been 
made to flU in 
the void. And if 
we can do it 
profitably, why 
not” 


ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN 

Union civil aviation minister 


Arif 

Mohammad 
Khan has 
announced a 
policy that opens 
up commercial 
aviation to 
virtually anyone 
with planes to fly 



own routes to fly them on RNA( also 
leased Vayudoot a Boeing 757 (the 
same plane lA junked m favour of the 
A32()) Both uirciatl are on a "wet 
lease", which means that mamienant.e 
of the plaflc.s and providing jiilot' 
would be RNAC”s responsibilif\ 

I Adds Vardhan "We are negotiating | 
I with a few parties to got more aiicraft 1 
! on wet lease, because ttiat 's the , 
1 fastest way of augmenting eapaeity in i 
: the market 

I I 

I 

Vardhan had been pushing the idea | 
with aviation ministei Arif loi ! 
months With reason Vayudool's los¬ 
ses tot.il Rs II crores, according to 
senior civil aviation ministry officials 
It IS s.iddled with outnfoded and un¬ 
economical HS 748s and Fokker F-27s 


tiom I A, and a collection of fairly 
problem-i idden Ih-seatei Dormer 
planes 

V ayudool had two options One 
was to breal into a bigger mar¬ 
ket, and the second, to utilise its 
e.inacitv bettei With the aircraft on 
hand, both were difhciilt to achieve 
Recognising this, last vear the airline 
made an attempt to acquire two 120- 
seaier V ak 42 jets from the DS.SR, but 
It dul not work out “Somehow," says 
V'ardhan, "the project got delayed and 
the offer was withdrawn Also hanging 
lire IS a Rs 450 crore proposal to 
purchase 24 50-seatcr planes As of 
now, the top contenders are the ATR 
42, a joint venture between Aerospa¬ 
tiale of France and Aeritalia S.p A., 


the Dutch Fokker 50 and British 
Aerospace's ATP 70. This proposal is 
currently awaiting the Public Invest¬ 
ment Board's clearance But Vardhan 
IS hopeful -Savs he "In the current 
financial year we expect to induct 
eight to ten aircraft in the smaller 
category " 

However, admits V'ardhan, replac¬ 
ing the Fokkers and 748s will not be 
e.isv At least not till the 50-seater 
jilanes arrive ' But then " he says, 
•we teel that it we opeiate ten or so 
lOO-seater aiiciaft (the 727 and 757 
are both 100-plus capacity planes), 
that capacity would probabls help to 
redute the overhead base " The big- 
gei aircraft could help subsidise ojseia- 
tions with smaller aircraft And that,' 
adds V'.irdhan, ‘is important 

In fact. It could be crucial Due to 
scarce traffic and too many destina¬ 
tions. Vavudoot’s small-scale flights 
have always notched up losses But 
the Delhi-Bombav route look just six 
weeks t(' show profits of Rs 80,1100 a 
day Despite the airline charging 
almost Rs 400 less than lA’s taic of Rs 
1,511 However, the Delhi-Bangalorc j 
operation, which offers a Rs 128 per 
seat discount, is losing Rs one lakh a 
dav Vayudoot officials, however, 
deny this 

Vavudoot will continue to lease the 
RNAC planes foi the next two years 
Savs 'V'ardhan "With leasing we want 
to generate enough cash suiplussothat 
finally we can start funding trie cost of 
acquit ing new aircraft Leasing may 
be the answer for a year or two Efut 
eventually, you have to go in for your 
capacity development,” Ministry offi¬ 
cials agree And besides an opportun¬ 
ity to generate revenue, they say, 
Vayudoot must keep in mind that it 
cannot continue to bank on passengers 
left in the lurch by I A. After all, they 
say, when good sense strikes the 
government, lA will have to reintro¬ 
duce Its A320 services. 

“We are trying to create a market 
for our own needs," insists Vardhan 
“Leaving aside the gap created by the 
grounding of the A32()s, there is a va.st 
untapped market in the country, and 
even in the international sectors, a 
large number of new destinations are 
emerging (for Indian earners) Some¬ 
where, an attempt has to be made to 
fill in the void And if we can do it 
profitably in our own limited way, why 
not'’” 

Why not, indeed'^ The question is; 
can Vayudoot—and Vardhan—pull it 
off? • 

Nlnwri MHrm/Mmw DmHtI 
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BUSINESS CHARY 


isTOCK 

QUOTij| 


“Th* Tatas and Birlas 
are dedicated socialists." 


A senior West Bengal g 
official, ar Writers Buiu 
Calcutta 


ovenimem 

*ding. 


Incommunicado 


high Six lakh emplm ecs 
of the department of 


■ Waivers, 
again 

A s if fusing the budget 
exercise with poll 
promises wasn't bad 
enough. Declaimg that 
the country was bioke, 
finance ministei Madhu 
Dandavatc and his motlev 
crew went ahead with 
incieased taxation, but 
decided, in an apparent 
I stioke of practicality. to 
keep loan waivers to a 
minimum Rs 1(1.000 
w'aiveis for farmers, 
artisans and weavers 
stuck, with the provisio 
that It was meant foi 
people who owed Rs 


10,0(K) or less But now. 
waivers have been 
extended to people who 
owe more than Rs 
10,(KM)—cibviouslv. meant 
for the bettei off This 
scheme should knock 
more than Rs .1,()(M) crores 
off the government’s kitty 
for the current year, and 
push the country decpei 
into debt It’s strange how 
the government keeps 
hurting itself repeatedly 
It IS already in trouble 
with money, and 
ministers’ motives Jf only 
politicians were to leahse 
that there is more to 
government than 
pampering the rural rich. 
Then again, the rural rich 
hold the key to the vote 
bank And, as far as this 
government is concerned, 
the key to its stability 


I t could be carnci 
pigeon time again The i' 

\ countrv has barclv < 

j recovered from being ) 

/ held hostage by striking f 

lunioi telecom \ 

engineers—whose ' 


agitation devastated 
telephone, telex and 
facsimile operations—but 
chances ol a relapse are 


telecommunications have 
threatened to go on an 
indefinite strike from 2“! 
June, demanding more 
money, promotional 
avenues and better 
facilities at work, much 
the same things the 
engineers went on the 
warpath foi It the 
government gives in to 
the new demands, the 
strike mav be averted 
But if It doesn’t, India’s 
telecom system is going 
be hit worse than it was in 
end-May Moreover, 
the monsoon is on its wav, 
a fiaditional time for 
nature-prompted teleioni 
iiijvhem It’sahi/ane 
alliance, striking woikcis 
and rainfall, and the I\m> 
together are enough to 
create an enduring 
nightmare. 


EVENT OF THE WEEK 


End of the Indo-Nepal trade dispute 



• It took a change of 


. 4 | 

political priorifics, both 
in India and Nepal to 



bring this about 

Nepalese Piinie 

Minister K P Bh.itlai.u 

1 f > 


■ R.P. Bhattaral ^let his Intiian Slnsh 

■ counterpart, V P. Singh, in New Delhi last week to end 
* the year-long fracas India has agreed to leopen all l.s 

bordei transit points After the transit treaty expired last 
; year, only two points, Raxaui and Jogabani, remained 
open. Nepal, in turn, will end discrimination .igamst 
; Indian nationals working theie and ease off tariff 
; restrictions on Indian goods And, most importaiitlv, keep 
! an eye on Its relationship with China Here’s to deiciue 



Madhu Dandavate: waivering? 


■ BVO bashing 

I t’s clear The 
Monopolies and 
Restrictive Trade 
Practices C’ommission 
(MRTPC) is convinced 
that Parle Ltd’s soft 
drinks contain 
brominated vegetable oil 
(BVO), a pi oven 
caicinogenic that the 
West has junked tor 
decades Parle, India’s 
top soft drinks company. 

IS as convinced—at least 
that’s what it’s latest 
advertising blit/ 
says--th.it ihe\ do not 
contain even a trace of 
BVO Limca and Gold 
.Spot, Paile's premier 



tough spot 

products, are at Ihc ccniie 
, of the BVO imbroglio As 
of now , the MR'I PC 
, hasn’t budged an inch, 
and Parle hasn’t stopped 
selling the drinks all over 
the country But if the 
government agency gets 
tough and decides to ban 
the sale of Limca and 
Gold Spot, Parle will be 
m big trouble Its mam 
competitor. Pine Drinks, 
has cleared its name with 
the government, and 
Parle’s ertsis would only 
add to Its sales. Besides, It 
would give some relief to 
; Pepsi Foods Private Ltd, 
which IS launching a cola 
soon, as a ham-strung 
Parle means that its chief 
■ executive, Ramesh 
Chauhan. would be 
! immediately on the 
; defensive Chauhan is a 
top Pepsi basher Only, 

I this time round, he could 
t be the one getting bashed. 
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POLITICS! 


Is the party over? 

As Congressmen in Tamil Nadu quarrel, the DMK 
strengthens its position 


T he Sn Sank.iid Bhaklha 
Jana Sabha in Kanchipur- 
am, near Madras, was all 
set to celebrate the ‘^7th 
birthday of the senior Sank- 
aracharya of the Kanchi Kamakoti 
Mutt in great style. Congress(I) presi¬ 
dent Rajiv Ciandhi was to attend the 
festivities on 7 June and address the 
gathering Invitation cards and wall 
posters announcing this had already 
been printed, when suddenly infight¬ 
ing in the Tamil Nadu unit of the 
Congress!I) threatened to mar the 
proceedings 

What brought the 
factionalism to the 
fore was the fact 
that the organisers 
of the birthday 
celebrations had 
omitted the name 
of Pradesh Con¬ 
gress Committee 
(PCC) president 
Vazhapadi K 
Ramamurthy from 
the list of invitees 
printed in the card 
Under different cir¬ 
cumstances. Rama¬ 
murthy would have 
let this slip pass, 
especially since his 
party boss Rajiv 
Gandhi was the chief guest But 
what angered him was the fact that 
though his name had been left out, 
that of his arch-nval and former All 
India Congress Committee (AlCCf 
I general secretary G K Moopanar fea- 
I tured in the list 

i The PCC(I) chief’s supporters drop- 
I -ped broad hints that unless the orga- 
j insets took corrective measures, they 
; would sabotage the function by wean¬ 
ing away the audience to another 
public meeting which would be 
addressed by Rajiv Gandhi The 
harassed organisers were forced to 
print a ficsh set of invitation cards and 
wall posters that announced that 
Ramamiiithy would also grace the 
occasion 


The hue and cry over the matter of 
names on invitation cards illustrates 
the extent Of factionalism in the 
Tamil Nadu unit of the Congress It is 
not surprising then that the affairs of 
the party in the state are m complete 
disarray Accusations and counter- 
accusations, public demands to re¬ 
move Ramamurthy from the presi¬ 
dentship and threats from the PCC(l) 
chief to his opponents that he would 
adopt harsh measures to deal with 
them have created an unstable politic¬ 
al scenario in the state Congress(I) 
After the party’s dismal show in the 


January 1989 Assembly elections, va¬ 
rious anti-Moopanar groups deman¬ 
ded his removal from the post of the 
party chief As the then PCC(l) presi¬ 
dent, Moopanar had decided to go it 
alone without forming an alliance with 
the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (AIADMK) When the 
paity lost, his critics alleged that it was 
this blunder which had led to the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam’s 
(DMK’s) massive victory 
When President R Venkataraman 
backed Vazhapadi K Ramamurthy as 
Moopanar’s successor to the presi- 
dent,ship of the state unit of the 
Congress, party leaders such as Mara- 
gatham Chandrashekhar, K. Thanga- 
balu and Vyjayanthimala Bali had 


approved the selection because all of 
them had one common enemy— 
Moopanar 

Now, however, the same leaders 
have turned against Ramamurthy as 
they feel that their own interests are at 
stake ‘We feel that Ramamurthy 
was only trying to build up a base for 
himself in the state unit, rather than 
strengthening the party in general He 
began packing the district committees 
and other outfits with his own Vanniya 
caste members or those whose loyal¬ 
ties have already been tested under 
him in the INTUC (Indian National 


Trade Union Congress),” said a senior 
Congressman, He added: “We have 
told both Rajivji and H.K.L Bhagat 
about this. And 1 know that Rama¬ 
murthy has been pulled up for his 
methods of functioning.” Said another 
top party functionary in Madras: 
“Ramamurthy has been bulldozing 
his way all along. Now we have got an 
assurance from Bhagat that he will not 
be allowed to go on that way any 
more.” 

This appears to be a hasty claim. 
After Rajiv Gandhi’s announcement 
that the A ICC will soon hold organisa¬ 
tional elections, the PCC(I) chief in 
Madras is, apparently, making sure 
that the district units, as well as the 



“It is very 
unfortunate that 
Moopanar 
continues to stay 
away from the 
Assembly “ 


V.K. Ramamurthy 


“The party is 
doing fine,” 
quips the former 
PCC(I) chief 



G.K. Moopanar 
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“If Jayalalitha 

sneezes, you will 
have our 
president (V.K. 
Ramamurthy) 
rushing to her 
with a bunch of 
flowers,” sneers a 
rival faction 
member 



state unit, are packed with his own 
/ nominees 

T he Ramamurthy-Moopanar hostil¬ 
ity goes back a long way, but it 
became acute only after the former 
issued a strongly-worded statement 
blaming his rival for the party’s deba¬ 
cle m the Assembly elections Moopa- 
nar had hoped that the party high 
command would pull up Ramamur¬ 
thy, if not for the content, then for the 
language of the statement But Rapv 
Gandhi ended up making Ramamur¬ 
thy the PCC(I) president With most 
of the 26 Congress MLAs in the 
present state Assembly owing alle¬ 
giance to Moopanar, it soon became 
clear that the Tamil Nadu PCC(I) 
would have little or nothing to do with 
the C’ongress Legislature Party (C'LP) 
headed by Moopanar 

Given this, the DMK government 
led by Karunanidhi should consider, 
itselt extremely lucky Not only did it 
win because of the split in the anti- 
DMK votes, it still continues to be¬ 
nefit from the differences in the Con- 
grcss(l) ranks Another factoi that 
goes in the DMK’s favoui is the 
absence of Jayalalitha from active 
politics While It could be argued that 
Jayalalitha had a reason to boycott the 
Assembly aftei the assault on her 
inside the House in March there 
seems to be no [ustifiable excuse foi 
the absence of CLP Ictider Moopanar 
from the legislature 

Moopanar. for his part, does not 
seem to be pertuibed by this allega¬ 
tion He contends that his party has 
been effectively discharging its re¬ 
sponsibilities as the Opposition in the 
legislature “They aic doing fine, 
aren't they''” he quipped, when ques¬ 
tioned about his long absence from the 
Assembly 


A senior Tamil Nadu Congressman 
sought to explain Moopanar’s atti¬ 
tude “Having been a behind-the- 
scenes operator, Moopanar knows 
very little about what he should do as 
the leader of the CLP in the Assem¬ 
bly He cannot speak effectively and 
has no patience or willingness to 
learn,” he explained 

With Jayalalitha and Moopanar 
both opting to stay out of the Assem¬ 
bly, it fell upon Ramamurthy to take 
on Karunanidhi. And this he did by 
launching one agitation after another 
against the DMK government and 
attacking Karunanidhi on the floor of 
the House. F.ven Moopanar loyalists 
grudgingly acknowledgcRamamurthy’s 
contribution to bolster the party's 
image in Tamil Nadu “They(Moopa- 
nar's supporters) have now realised 
that by staying out of the Assembly, 
Moopanar has lost a golden opportun¬ 
ity of emerging as a major political 
force 

Moopanar’s absence from the 
House has also attracted much ridicule 
from the Treasury benches, with the 


chief minister pointing out that the 
Congress party was iudderless in the 
House Moreover, with the former 
PCC(l) president st.iving away from 
the Assembly, his loyalists have 
clashed with Ramamurthy's suppor¬ 
ters and issued contradictory and con¬ 
flicting statements All this has streng¬ 
thened the DMK's hand 

For instance. Congress MLA P V 
Rajendran pleaded in the House that 
Nagai Mugan, detained under the 
National Security Act (NSA) lor sus¬ 
pected secessionist tendencies should 1 
be released from jail Karunanidhi, 
taking advantage of the situation, 
claimed that Rajendran s request was 
‘ not one to be brushed aw'av” I 
This trend continued When Con- j 
gressmen voted against the govern- I 
iTient’s Bill announcing cheap liquor. 
Rajendran did not support them. 
Another Congress Icgislaioi, Peter 
Alphonse, praised Karunanidhi for 
resolving the Cauverv river watei di.s- 
putc In fact. Alphonse even went to 
the extent of demanding at a 
Tirunelveli distric t development coun¬ 
cil meeting that Karunanidhi’s portrait 
be placed on the walls of the council 
hall Many partvmen aver that 
Moopanar could have prevented such 
incidents if he had attended the 
Assembly sessions 
On the other hand, the Moopanar 
faction IS quick to point out that 
Vazhapadi Ramamurthy has only 
been functioning as an “extended 
quarter of AIADMK influence” As 
soon as he was appointed the PCC(I) 
president, Ramamurthy, apparently, 
rushed to Jayalalitha’s Poes Garden 
bungalow and presented her with a 
bouquet of flowers “If she sneezes, 
you will have our president rushing to 
her with a bunch of flowers,” sneered 
a rival faction member 



Moopanar had 
hoped that 
R^jiv Gandhi 
would pull up 
Ramamurthy for 
blaming him for 
the party’s 
debacle in the 
Assembly 
elections 
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‘They can’t find fault 
with me” 

PCC(I) president V.K. Rarnamurthy on the charges 
levelled against him 


Scnoav: Vou must be happy now 
because the party president Rajiv 
Gandhi has made it clear during his 
visit that there would not be any 
I change in the P('C leadership. But 

I will your opponents in the party 

I give up so easily? 

I Rarnamurthy: This announcement 
ruling out change in the PCC(I) 
presidentship should put a full stop 
to all the media statements and 
public speeches by these people 
I against me in spite of this 

announcement, if this state ot 
affairs continues, then the high 
command will be very tough with 
the statement-malvers. 

, Q: Ever since you assumed presi- 

j dentship of the PCCtI), there hasn’t 

I been any co-ordination with (he 

I Congress laigislature Party (CLP) 

i headed by G.K. Moopanar. Hasn’t 

{ this hurt party interests? 

I A: I have already reported to the 

I high command on the state of 

j affairs here 1 am sending monthly 

reports on how the party has been 
functioning inside the state As,sem- 
bly. Our leader Rajiv Gandhi used 
to be present at ten o'clock m the 
party office and give clear direc¬ 
tions to the Congress(I) MPs on 
what line they should all take on 
; specific issues coming up. It is 
very unfortunate ' that Moopanar 
continues to stay away trom the 
Assembly sessions and 1 don’t fore¬ 
see him changing his attitude in the 
coming days either 

Q; Daring bis recent visit to Mad¬ 
ras, the AICCfl) general secretary 
H.K. L. Bhngat, who is in charge of 
the Tuail Nadu party affairs, seems 
to hove tried 1^ best to bring about 
Mgce between the squabbling 
fCCJfl) toctions- Was there much 
tuccen? 

At Bhagat explained the party posi¬ 
tion to all and also made it clear 
that the high command will not 
tolerate dissent any longer. There 
conitol tw thfiie statements attack- 
«if^ the PCC(I) leadership. <^d as 


for my problems with Moopanar, 1 
must tell you here that 1 had always 
discussed all maior issues with 
him. 

Q: Your critics say you are more 
loyal to (he AlADMK general 
secretary Ms Jayalatitha than even 
to your own party. Comment. 

A: That is a very mischievous 
propaganda they are carrying out 



against me. because they can’t find 
fault with me easily, t want to have 
a clear understanding and smooth 
fiinctionmg of the alliance with the 
AlADMK, what is wrong with 
that? After my appointment as the 
PCC(I) presiacnt, I had called on 
Ms Jayalalitha at her residence and 
she presented me with a bouquet. 
But the newspajiers next morning 
said I had offered her the bouquet! 
This kind of talk is only aimed at 
breaking the alliance 

Q: After Rajiv’s visit and Bbagat’s 
efforts to patch-up, do you feel 
confident that there will be no more 
dissent against you in the TamB 
Nadu Congress? 

A: 1 had some problems initially 
but now i: am absolutely free from 
such pin-pricks, f have been func¬ 
tioning freely even earlier and now 
I have been further givgn a free 
hand for competing the party 
affairs in Twnfi Nadu. 


W hile trading charges with the 
Moopanar faction. Rarnamurthy 
has also been consolidating his base. 
He has reconstituted the district units 
and, in the process, got rid of Moopa- 
nar's men. who till recently had occu¬ 
pied prime posts “I was appointed the 
rcc chiel on 10 April, 1989. and by 
June the same year, I completed the 
reconstitution ot all the district units I 
literally bulldozed my way," Rama- 
murthy said with obvious pride While 
the PCC (1) president claims that the 
new heads ol the district units have 
breathed tresh life into the hitherto 
dormant organisation, the leaders of . 
the other tactions complain about j 
his bullying ways 

Consequently, when Rarnamurthy | 
announced agitations against the | 
DMK regime, there was a lukewarm I 
response trom rival (actions. An angry 
PCC chief reacted by threatening 
punitive action against those partymen 
who did not fall in line with the 
PCC(l)'s directives He accused all 
those who did not join the campaigns 
against the DMK regime of "trying to 
practise the politics of luxury’ i 

Of course, the high command is not i 
unaware of the bad blood that exists ] 
between the different tactions During j 
his recent visit to Kanchi, Rapv Gan- | 
dhi got a glimpse of how the state unit j 
of the Congress functions The work- j 
ers’ meeting which Rarnamurthy had ^ 
organised for him at Kanchipuram j 
turned into a free-for-all. with some | 
members demanding a change m the | 
PCC(I) leadership and others insisting 
that the present chief be allowed to 
continue. However, despite the in¬ 
fighting, there are those who feel that 
all IS not lost Their optimism stems 
from Ihe fact that factionalism has 
always riven party units all over the 
country, including the AlCC head¬ 
quarters in Delhi, but the crises have 
always blown over According to 
Moopanar' "A Congressman in Tamil 
Nadu is like the Hindu wife. She will 
not rush to get a divorce even if there 
IS acute harassment from her in-laws 
She will continue to remain loyal to 
her husband—m this case, the party 
president Rajiv Gandhi " 

Neither Moopanar nor Ramamur- 
thy, however, seems to have any 
long-term plans to cheek the dissent 
For the moment, they appear to have 
taken a decision to let things be and 
hope that the organisational elec¬ 
tions—whenever they are held—will 
resolve the power tussle in the 
Pradesh Congress Committee. • 
ff. BlMSiNin SIngh/Madtwt 
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NEWSBEAT 


Murder 
most foul 

Is the CPI(M) behind the assault of senior 
health officials near Calcutta? 


A round seven pm on 31 
May. a white Maruti van 
carrying health depart¬ 
ment officials was speed¬ 
ing down the Basanti 
highway connecting Calcutta with the 
Sunderbans As the car reached the 
Bantala market on the outskirts of the 
city, a group of young men tried to 
stop the car Sensing trouble—the 
driver, Abani Naiya, tried to speed 
away with the youths hotly in pursuit 
But as luck would have it, the van 
overturned while negotiating a bump 
The miscreants pounced upon the pas- 



Th* damagad Maruti van 

sengers—all of them women—drag¬ 
ged them out of the vehicle, looted 
their belongings and mercilessly beat 
up the officials in front of a huge 
crowd which had gathered at the spot 
by then. 

Even the driver was not spared he 
was hit on the head by a sharp 
weapon Their job ovei, the anti- 
socials made a quick get away, leaving 
the health department officials groan¬ 
ing in pain in a pool of blood The 
police, who were only a few hundred 
yards from the spot, arrived, as usual, 
after everything was over and shifted 
the injured to the city's NRS hospital 
Anita Dewan, the 4f)-year old media 
officer with the West Bengal health 
department, was pronounced brought 
dead, while driver Naiya succumbed to 


his injuries two days later The two 
others- Renu Ghosh of the UNICEF 
and Uma Ghosh, a senior health 
official—are still fighting for their lives 
I in hospital 

There are several vers'ons regarding 
the brutal assault One theory has it 
that the people of the area suspected 
that child-lifters were fleeing in the 
car In fact, such a possibility has some 
basis as eye-witnesses confirmed that 
the miscreants who were chasing the 
car had raised such a cry Moreover, 
the area was rife with rumours that 
child-lifters were active in the area, 
which IS not far from Tiljala, the 
headquarters of the Anandmargis In 
I 1982, Tiljala was the scene of a grue¬ 
some massacre of 17 Margis, who 
were burnt to death by a mob after 
they were suspected to be involved in 
kidnapping cnildrcn Police officials 
feel that the anti-socials, who had 
made Bantala a zone of terror, 
deftly utilised the prevailing tension to 
loot people Drivers passing that way 
had also complained that miscreants 
often force them to slop and part with 
money 

Critics of this theory, however, 
point out that there is no basis what¬ 
soever to the rumour that children 
were being kidnapped from the pre¬ 
dominantly rural locality. There are 
no police records to prove that locals 
have lodged complaints against child- 
lifters More important, granted that 
there was panic among the people, 
why didn’t the police take action to 
allay the fears of the locals'^ This has 
led many to believe that the child- 
lifting rumour was deliberately flo¬ 
ated by a group of anti-socials, who 
are hand-in-glovc with the local cops, 
to launch the attack. 

The incident, which took place only 
a couple of miles from Calcutta and in 
the evening, made the top brass of the 
city police and the politicians sit up 
Auer all, it was the ruling Left Front 
government which claimed not very 
long back that Calcutta was the safest 
metropolis in the country. Moreover, 
the barbanc attack took place in a 



locality which is a traditional stron¬ 
ghold of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) State health minister Pra- 
santa Sur, who had initially remarked 
that there was nothing unusual about 
the incident—he even said that the 
women should not have chosen to 
return home through that route so 
late—immediately called a press con¬ 
ference to condemn the attack And 
realising the political imnplicatioiis of 
the incident—the Calcutta civic polls 
are round the corner—chief minister 
Jyoti Basu ordered a judicial probe 
into the affair “The incident is most 
barbaric and unprecedented and the 
police will do Its very best to 
apprehend the culprits," the CM 
added. 

T hat the chief minister meant busi¬ 
ness was soon in eyidence after the 
police sealed off the village, searched 
every house and made random arrests 
Ironically a majority of those 
apprehended were CPI(M) workers 
and sympathisers The Criminal Inves¬ 
tigation Department (CID), which is 
looking into the afffair, arrested as 
many as 172 persons from Bantala 
However, many police officials feel 
that the real culprits have escaped— 
but the cops have managed to identify 
seven or eight youths who actually 
dragged out the women and beat them 
up. 
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A few days after the 31 May hap¬ 
pening, the ( ID claimed to have made 
a major breakthrough m the case 
Following the statement made by 
Renu Ghosh, one of those injured— 
she told the police that she was attack¬ 
ed by a bearded man who looked like 
a sanyasm —the CID arrested Madan 
Mondal from Bantala market lie had 
shaved off his beard to avoid detec¬ 
tion “Later, Mondal, alias Tepa, con¬ 
fessed that he was among those who 
lynched the women and even sexually 
assaulted them,’’ said a top CID offi¬ 
cial. The cops also came to leain that 
on the evening of that fateful Wednes¬ 
day, Tepa and his friends were all 
drunk, and as soon as they saw the 
Maruti van approaching, they decided 
to loot the car. 

But what must have embarrassed 
the ruling communists the most was 
the arrest of another youth, who is a 
close relative of the CPI(M)-led 
Krishak Front leader of the area 
Interrogation revealed that the 
Krishak Front leader's son too took an 
active part in the attack 

Amal Majumdar, the CPl(M) coun¬ 
cillor from the Bantala locality also 
believes that the Krishak Front was 
responsible for the inhuman attack on 
the women The police have also 
taken into custody one Sanyasi Chak- 
raborty, a member of the CPI(M)-led 


panchayat sarmty of the adjoining 
.Sunarpur area “It our party members 
were involved, we will not intervene 
to have them released. Let them be 
punished because they have tarnished 
the image of the party," said Jayanla 
Bhattacharya, a local CPI(M) leader 

That the CPI(M) was directly in¬ 
volved in the heinous incident was 
apparent on 8 June, when CID ofli- 
cials decided to interrogate the power¬ 
ful secretary ol the CPIfMl's Calcutta 
district committee, Lakshi Sen The 
CID has taken this crucial decision 
after the revelations made by some ol 
those arrested from Bantala Though 
Sen has claimed that his party has 
nothing to do with the crime and 
blame the Congress(I) for the attack, 
the CID’s move clearly indicates 
otherwise. 

Embarrassed by the investigations, 
the CPI(M) leadership tried to wriggle 
out of the situation by organising 
street-corner meetings, where party 
stalwarts squarely blamed the police 
for failing to maintain law and order. 
And the women’s wing of the CPKM) 
took out processions at Bantala to 
counter the Congress(I)’s propaganda 
that the CPI(M) was shielding the 
guilty. 

But the (Opposition, Congrcss(I) 
and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
are not willing to let the opportunity 


go Both the parties have stepped up 
their campaign against the Marxists 
and they are not happy despite Jyoti 
Basil promptly ordering a judicial 
probe F ormer chief minister P C. Sen 
felt that the judge's investigations will 
not yield immediate icsults as it is a 
long-drawn process Pradesh ('ongress 
chief ABA Ghani Khan C how- 
dhury, too, thought the same and has 
demanded the resignation of the chief 
minister “Basil's assurance is only an 
eye-wash The real lulpnls wit go scot- 
free,” claimed Somen Mitra, one of 
the general secretaries of the Con¬ 
gress! I) 

Meanwhile, the CID, in a confiden¬ 
tial report on the incident submitted to 
the inspector general of police. West 
Bengal, has come down heavily on the 
local administration for failing to take 
action against cnminals operating in 
the Bantala locality It has noted that 
the area had become a den of anti- 
socials and despite repeated com¬ 
plaints from drivers, the police did 
nothing to check their activities. 

But a large section of the people are 
sure that the barbaric incident has a 
distinct political tinge And it will take 
a lot of effort on the part of the state’s j 
CPI(M) leadership to dispel the belief 
that the communists are not a party of 
the loughs. • 
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Delhi police burning drugs: polluting the atmosphere 7 

Light my fire 

The Narcotics Control Bureau decides that 
seized drugs are for burning 


I Date 9 June, 1989 Place the hanks 
I oj the Jamtina in Delhi The oica'uon' 

I the first-ever public burning of drugs 
j seized by the police 
I A little before H pm, 710 kgs of 
I hashish, 71 kgs of ganja, 60 kgs of 
i bhang. 80 kgs of chura post and 629 
j mgs of heroin were brought to the 
riverside in a van. and dumped an a 
pile of logs With due cerernonv, De¬ 
lhi's commissioner of police Vi/as' 
Karan lit the fire and the drugs went up 
I in smoke, to the applause of die police 
officers, journalisis and social aclivisis 
in attendance 


S uch ceremonies have been 
performed only too often 
since then And with the 
Narcotics Control Bureau 
(NCB) issuing instructions 
; that all seized diugs should be des- 
I troyed even before the cases go to 
court, their incidence is bound to 
register an even greater increase With 
charges of pilferage trom police maal- 
khanas (godowns) and allegations that 
most drugs find then way back into 
the open market gathering strength, 
this docs seem the most sensible 
course of action to adopt Though 
environmentalists insist that the burn¬ 
ing of drugs in the open pollutes the 
atmosphere lairlv seriously 
According to the Narcotics Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances Act 
(1985), illicit drugs can be confiscated 
by the NCB, customs collectorates, 
excise collectorates, the directorate ot 
revenue intelligence, state excise dc- 
paitments and state police depait- 
ments From 1986 onwards, the num 
her of seizures went up considerably, 
with as much as 500 kgs of drugs being 
detected during one raid Of late, such 
huge hauls have become rare, but that 
doesn’t mean that the drug inflow has 
dried up It’s just that smugglers get 
smaller consignments over at a time, 
to reduce risk 

Initially, the seized drugs became 
court property as soon as a case was 
registered and were handed over to 
the police only after the case was 
disposed ot Assistant commissioner 
of Delhi police, V.A Gupta says 
"Sometimes the case dragged on for 
2-3 vears. By this time there is a visible 
shrinkage in drugs like hashrsh and 
heroin, maybe about 20 per cent It is 
because of such loss of weight that 
charges of pilferage gain credence ” 
Now the NCB has laid down strict 
guidelines for the disposal ot drugs 


All concerned agencies have been 
advised that drugs should be des¬ 
troyed every month or so, preferably 
in furnances F.ach agency has. on 
instructions from NCB, set up a sepa¬ 
rate committee to look into cases of 
drug disposal The Delhi police com¬ 
mittee IS headed by the additional 
commissioner of the CID and has the 
DCP (deputy commissioner of police), 
vigilance, DCP, police control room, 
and the sub-divisional magistrate, 
Punjabi Bagh for members, while the 
DCP, crime, is the convener These 
committees are expected to meet and 
destroy seized drugs once every two 
months, but not all of them have 
taken to the task with enthusiasm 

T his charge cannot, however, be 
levelled against the Bombay 
police, whose Dt^P (narcotics) Rahul 


Sur has the distinction of sending up 
550 kilos of heroin and 250 kilos of 
hashish up in smoke on the beaches of 
Sewree ‘Tn India, one kilo of heroin 
.sells for Rs 1 25 lakh, while hashish 
sells for Rs 4,000 per kilo, ” says Sur 
“But IP the international market he¬ 
roin sells for anything upto one crore 
in Indian rupees for a kilo." Which 
means that, in effect, the total worth 
of the narcotics burnt was a mind- 
boggling Rs 550 crores and 10 lakhs. 

It IS two months since Sur destroyed 
295 kilos of drugs (mostly heroin), 
using kerosene to send the narcotics 
up in flames “It took a long time to 
burn,” he muses, “after which we 
doused the ashes with sea water.” By 
that time, however, the pall of smoke 
had added to atmospheric pollution, 
giving rise to a number of allergies and 
increasing the incidence of colds and 
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Narcotics Control 
Bureau’s all'india figures 
for drug seizures 


Yurt 

Heroin 

Qan|8 

Haetifsb 

1M8 

3,029 

45,994 

17,523 

1W9 

2,714 

54.463 

8,179 

tBW 

(tltl A^rli) 

751 

5,752 

907 


All-India figures for drugs 
destroyed 

(INCLUDING BACKLOG) 


Yeart 

Heroin 

Qanja 

Hashlih 

1968 

3,691 

2,48.176 

34,176 

1969 

1,937 

6,109 

13,477 

1990 

(till April) 

452 

3.394 

1,307 

(ALL FIGURES IN KGS) 



Heroin Mixed; does it find its way back to the 
open market? 


coughs 

"That may have been possible," says 
Sui, “but you will agree that anything 
whieh the narcotics sent up in the 
atmosphere couldn’t have been a darn 
sight worse than what we are already 
breathing in the city That’s why we 
pay so much attention to the wind 
factor It's important that the smoke 
take Itself to the sea 

"Also the seized narcotics cannot lie 
in the strongroom at various police 
stations forever. For, one thing they 
give out a peculiar smell. Foi another, 
the public then insists that what we 
have seized is coming back into the 
market because of pilferage. There¬ 
fore the decision to burn But even 
that IS criticised With us, it’s a case of 
damned if you do and damned if you 
don’t ” 

B ut surely the simplest thing to do 
would to get an incinerator to do 
away with the drugs. Apparently not. 
There is a plethora of agencies who 
have to be consulted, and though they 
all agree that there should be a “scien¬ 
tific” method of disposal, each insists 
on a different process. Says a senior 
police official; “The situation would 
be funny it it wasn’t so bizarre. Instead 
, of such like-minded agencies working 
r together so as to pool their intelli¬ 


gence, each jealously guaids its own 
information, thus leading to ,i duplica¬ 
tion of work ■ 

In such an atmosiihcie, the idea of j 
common incinerator, which all the 
agencies will use, tauscs more prob¬ 
lems than it solves Says .1 Bombay 
police official “T.ach wants to know 
yvhethei the other will pay tor the 
disposal device as also lor its mainte¬ 
nance ” As of now the proposal lor an 
incinerator (which costs around Rs 35 
lakhs) IS resting with the Maharashtra 
government And until it is cleared, 
drugs will continue to be burnl in 
whatever way the disposal agencies 
see fit. For instance, the directorate of 


The simplest way to do | 
away with drugs would be 
to get an incinerator. But, 
a plethora of agencies 
has to be consulted, and 
each has its own 
ideas about 'scientif ic’ 
methods of disposal 



revenue mielligence--which earlier 
tried the Bhaial Petroleum iiuineiator 
and found the process ‘loo iimc- 
corisiiminu might once again opt toi 
the high lenipci.'iture (above 7()00T') 
mdusliial fiiin.mce in a Thane glass 
l.ictoiv Hut wlialevei the method 
adopted, one thing is clear The seized 
drugs nuisl be desttoved as soon as 
possible (evccfit in lliose cases where 
they mighi h.ivc medicinal value) 
Beloic lhat, however, the police 
(and oihci agencies) must step up 
surveillance This seems a little diffi- 
ciill because of the lack ol adeejuate 
pcisoiinel but then such officers as 
OC'P Sur have already begun recruit¬ 
ing additional people (including 
women) and setting up a network of 
informers • This will take some time,” 
he .idmits. ‘hut will be tremendously 
beneficial towards our working '' 
What will help in this connection is 
the reward offered to informants Rs 
20,(Kk) per kilo of heroin seized at 99 
pet cent purity, the amount decreasing 
proportionately with the purity of the 
product And the cheques given to 
the informants, after all the formali¬ 
ties are done, will be blank ones. 
Blank where the recipient’s name is, 
that IS • 

RHu Smin/New (MM and Plnkla 
VIranl/Bombay 
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MANI-TALK 


I 

j. 


MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 

The national 
^rment 

V. P. Singh s latest idea is an attempt to 
clothe his political nakedness 


A hiniquct i)( 
floWLMS .11 Iciist, 
my tricMids. it not 
pci tups ,1 Hh.iral 
K.ilna, to our rc- 
spcctecl lauji for 
Choicest Abuse ot 
the Year With 
that graphic imag- 
ety, penetrating 
precision and 
keen wit which chaiacteiisos a 
Maryanavi m high dudgeon, the lau, 
on behalf of ns all, has wreaked 
vengeance on the chandul ihowkdt 
who have been regaling us with their 
brand of abuse ever since V P Singh 
was caught out hiring an American 
con-man to pursue his peisonal poli¬ 
tical ambitions Aie there among my 
leaders any who h.ive not recognised 
what and who out upa pmdhan /nanlii 
IS talking of' I ()i then benetit, then, a 
word of explanation 

Many ot the newspapers that 
Mulayam Singh Yad.i\ does not, on 
principle, read (but which his I nglish 
public school-educated son app.irentlx 
does) have translated ihandal ihowk- 
di into hnglish as the ‘Ciartg of Pour' 
Now that, alas, is not only inaccurate 
but also misleading For '(’rang of 
Four’ IS a ('hincsc gr/«/i And the Tau 
did not have to go all the way to China 
to import a foreign expletive when his 
very own home state is the country's 
leader m indigenismg the technology 
ot abuse No, nci, dumdid diowkdi is 
as Will as de.si ^hcc And the language 
of Shakespeare l.icks the brown ear- 
thiness ot Haryanavi Hindi to render 
the full fl.ivour ot the original Could 
j It be translated as the ‘Witches’ Foui- 
sonie"' (Ir, perhaps, as the ‘Satanic 
Foui”’ Or. possibly, the ‘Devil's 
Uuartet”’ You get the general idea 
I he trick IS to recognise that the 
lechnokigy docs not require the input 
of mothers, sisters and other female 
relatives to emerge iii;h, expressive 
and fit tor tamilv consumption 
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The W'ltches’ foursome who ha\e 
earned the 1 .iii ^ ire are. ot course, the 
shailans of the F.xpress Building one, 
the aspiimg Mahatma, Aruii Shourie 
(who tails )ust a whisker short of his 
goal because his heart is as full of 
venom as Cjandhi|i’s was full ot love), 
second, Prabhash Joshi (Shourie’s 
Lounteiparl m Hindi and saffron), 
thud, S (iururnuithy (the accountant 
in kh.iki knickers), and fourth, who 
else but that land-scam artiste and 
tax-dodge genius, Seth Ramnath 
Cioenka himself’ 

I hey’ve got the Tau's goat because 
they put about a story—which abso¬ 
lutely no one else did—of a conspiracy 
to topple V P Singh and drop the 
‘Fiont’ tiom his National Front (NF) 
goveinment Lveryone named as a 
conspiiator m ridding oui present 
government ot both its Front and its 
frontman—from Harkishen Singh Sur- 
jeet of the CPi(M) to C hundra 
Shekhai—denounced the story as an 
outrageous invention, a figment of the 
collective imagination of the Satanic 
Four Who, then, were the plotters 
•incl what was the plot’’ 

The search for an answer to that 
question takes us to the tell-tale point 
at which the story would have quietly 
atrophied into a one-day wonder • -but 
foi our beseiged Prime Minister him¬ 
self. no less I or, returning from his 
long week-end m Malaysia (in the 
same Jumbo )et, incidentally, that the 
diandal chcnvkdi had so vigorously 
derided when Rajiv (iandhi flew m it, 
but arc now stiangely silent ever since 
VP tanked up then reporters brimfull 
ot the right stuff aboard Air India’s 
Emperor Whatevei-it-is), the Prime 
Minister gratuitously announced that 
he, for one, would be delighted to 
have a national government Every¬ 
one—starting with his own squabbling 
party, extending to NTR, the chair¬ 
man of the National Front, and the 
Tauji, of course f“a foolish idea”) and 
going on to the CPI(M) (“unreal"; 



EMS) the Congress—has ridiculed the 
notion F.veryone, that is, except the 
BJP And therein lies the truth of the 
tale For. we are caught up in a theatre 
of the absurd 

Except in a grave emergency, the 
very idea of a national government is a 
nonsensical non-starter in a democra¬ 
cy The natural mode of a democracy 
IS not consensus but confrontation It 
IS the dialectic of debate that furnishes 
the dynamics of demcvcracy It is out of 
clash and contention and the raucous 
interplay of ideas and ideology, of 
principles and positions that ehierge 
the processes of growth and maturing, 
of progress and prosperity It is only in 
the severest crisis that a democracy 
contemplates a national government. 
The United States has never had a 
national government, Britain rejected 
It at the start of the First World War, 
reluctantly agreeing to a Liberal- 
Conservative coalition only after the 
fighting got bogged down in the mud¬ 
dy trenches of the poppy fields of 
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V.P. Singh, fresh from his outing abroad, proposes to an 
unsuspecting nation the formation of a national 
government, in effect telling his countrymen “I have 
nothing to offer you but bloodfy Devi Lai), toilfing Ajit 
Singh), tears(ome Maneka) and sweat(y Chandra 
ShMhar)'” 


Flanders. Only once ever has there 
^ been a national government in F-ng- 
land—and that was as Hitler’s armies 
poised themselves in France to com¬ 
mence the Battle of Britain On HI 
May, ]94(), Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain resigned, saying the 
need of the hour was “new and drastic- 
action" to carry on the war "with the 
energy and vigour esential to victory” 
"What IS needed is the formation of 
a government which will include 
members of the Liberal and 
Labour Oppositions and thus pie- 
sent a united front to the enemy " 
Winston Churchill took over as 
Prime Minister of the national govern¬ 
ment, telling his countrymen and 
women. ‘I have nothing to offer you 
but blood, toil, tears and sweat " 
And here, V P. Singh, fresh from a 
pleasant outing abroad, proposes to 
an unsuspecting nation the formation 
. of a national government, in effect 
r telling his countrymen and women- “I 
have nothing to offer you but blood(y 


Devi Lai), toilfing Ajit Singh), tears 
(ome Maneka) and sweatfy Chandra 
fJhekhar)'" 

There is no emergency facing the 
nation But there is an emergency 
facing V.P. Singh His dreams are 
crumbling around him 

C hautal.a, reincarnated at Darba 
Kalan. has returned like Banquo’s 
ghost to haunt our homegiown l.ord 
(and Lady) Macbeth “Out, out dam¬ 
med spot ■’ The Tau is on the warpath, 
declaring with rustic openness that 
while the NF government must sur¬ 
vive, V P Singh IS as dispensable as a 
paper napkin Petitions are circulated, 
with ovei a third of the Janata Dal's 
Lok Sabha members signing, de¬ 
nouncing the home minister for his 
many and varied lapses. 

Most disturbing of all, from V.P 
Singh’s point of view, is that his search 
tor scandal is running out of steam. 
For, It IS on scandal that he has built 
his political fortunes. And now, knock 


the can around as best as he might, it 
IS just refusing to yield up an\ more 
worms Bhurc Lai’s Dial-anTIR ser¬ 
vice IS merely getting tiresome Aiun 
Jaitley and Mahadevan, aimed with 
their letters roguery, keep returning to 
Sweden as if they were porno slais — 
but their impotence over Bofors is 
getting awfully embarrassing 

For three years, not a day passed 
without V P. Singh accusing Ra|iv 
Ciandhi of not getting the “secret ” 
portion of the Swedish National Audit 
Bureau (SNAB) report—because, he 
repeated ad nauseum it would rip the 
lid off the former Prime Minister’s 
personal involvement Now. it is V P 
Singh who IS keeping the lid on the 
SNAB “secrets"—because he knows 
(as you know and 1 know) that the 
ugly truth hidden in the SNAB “sec¬ 
rets” is that Rajiv Gandhi is in no way 
involved (although, for all I know. 
VP's comrades might well be) Else, 
do you think this unscrupulous lot of 
leakers—who have no compunction 
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about selective self-serving quotations 
! troni top secret’ documents—would 
[ baulk for an instant at revealing what 
■( the SNAB report contains, or, better 
still, planting whatever is damaging on 
' their chattels of the press? What an 
’ irony' In Parliament last year, it was 
' those who are now on the Trcasuiv 
' benches who weie baying for secret 
reports, whatever the national reasons 
for non-disclosurc And this year, it is 
j those same bayers who have suddenly 
! gone all coy and become so possessive 
of their so-called “secrets" 


him If he IS to avoid what promises to 
be the briefest prime ministership in 
Indian history (barring Gulzari Lai 
Naiida’s two holding operations), the 
choice before him is to either find a 
credible scandal to keep him in power 
a while longer—or yield his seat to 
another Of course, the worst-kept 
seciet in the country is that the Prime 
Ministei well knows that there is no 
scandal on which he can get his 
predecessor—because the ‘10 per cent 
Ra|' was always a media myth True, 
there is no smoke without a fire, but. 



Ramnath Goenka Arun Shourie S. Gurumurthy 


Ihc A32()s aic grounded, costing 
the country a fortune that makes the 
' Bolors pav-offs sound like small 
; change—-and all because of a mali- 
i eious and totally motivated attempt to 
j pm a clear case of pilot ciroi on a man 
' who had the genius to spot a bargain 
[ when It came the eountiy's wav The 
: AI20s are the hottest ,selling aircraft m 
tile business today for the fust time m 
clccacles, Boeing has been outstiippcd 
111 aviation technokigy and is even in 
danger of being overtaken bv McDon- 
nel Douglas which has taken a lead in 
replicating Airbus Industrie’s fly-by- 
vvire technology While the whole 
world queues up to buy A32()s (and 
queue-|umpcis are leady to pay hefty 
premiums to gel ahead in the line), 
(nil scand.il-hungiy government is not 
only dismantling the tremendous lead 
we seeuied five vears ago, but is alsci 
111 klangei of being mulcted of milhcms 
loi bleach of contract, our country is 
in d.inger of having to fork out hun- 
dieds of exiia cr(ires lor the Boeing 
subshtute which guz/les two-and-a- 
half times more fuel, and tourism and 
travel are in the doldrums because 
Aril cannot find aircraft to take on 
lease m a niaikel where sellers are 
raic and huvi'is (most much better- 
heeled th.in us) ate many 
, \'P Singh IS desperate because he 

j knows that time is running out tor 
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then, tanning the smoke only puts out 
the fire So, VP knows—even il no 
one else knows tor sure—that he is not 
going to succeed on Ihe sciindal Iront 
befoie his own enemies within catch 
up with him So, what does he do to 
keep everyone happy ’ 

H IS first hundred days’ strategy was 
to lilame everything on the pre¬ 
vious government and avoid having a 
policv on anything—so that the prob¬ 
lems of governance would not stand in 
the wav of survival for a hundred 
davs. Ill a wav, it workcd- -because 
the previous regime’s derelictions 
were still a fresh memory tind the 
euphoria within the NF over large new 
houses, acres of lawn, security guards 
and bullet-prool cars kept everyone 
happy I had warned then that "the 
honeymoon is over Ahead lies a 
hundred davs of stern icckomng ’’ 

In the last hundred days that stern 
reckoning has now come to pass 'I he 
lack of policy has recoileci on the 
Master of Inaction in Kashmir, Pun¬ 
jab, Assam. Tamil Nadu and im¬ 
minently. over Ram .lanmabhoomi in 
Ihe Ciungetic plains Decisions arc 
becoming imperative, drift can no 
longer be a substitute tor policy All 
decisions and all policies involve 
choice W'hatever the decision one 
takes, whatevei the policy one adopts. 


someone, somewhere is going to be 
annoyed A stable government can 
take decisions because the dissatisfied 
can be contained in the Opposition A 
weak government is weak only be¬ 
cause the choices it makes bring dis¬ 
satisfaction into Its own ranks. That is 
now happening to V P Singh Non- 
pohev and inacti(>n are no longer 
viable options 

'['he way out is to make everyone 
else responsible for polity and deci¬ 
sions—so that the blame attaches to 
them foi all that goes wrong while the 
lellon Prime Minister continues to 
reign, d not rule This is the true 
meaning of "national consensus" 
which V P Singh has advanced as the 
rationale for a national governin', nt 
The bulk ol the .lanata Dal back¬ 
benchers want to rule—because only 
the Ra|a can reign. As then impati¬ 
ence grows, the other NT pretenders 
to the Rapi's/,■(!(/(// aic getting icslive 
The B.IP knows that it can find no 
beltei lutloo ihiiri V F’ Singh to hold 
I the foil while they themselves get 
! ready foi their (iieat Leap Forw.iid to 
.South Block Tor. neither Devi 1 til 
nor ('handia Shekhai would kowtow 
to the BJP quite as deferentially as 
V P. Smgli docs Hcncc their support 
to his pica for a national goveinment 
II this mtikes the lau fiet, let me 
iidd one nioie cautionaiy tale from my 
little store of lore with which 

this column seeks from time to time to 
comfort our National 1 au There once 
was a Raja in a very distant land who 
wanted to wcat the finest clothes in 
the wot Id A tei idled lailoi was 
ordered to make them on pain of 
having his head chopped off if he 
didn’t priiduce the very best The jsoor 
man made nothing at all but pre¬ 
tended to drape the Raja in the most 
magnificent sestments All the nobles 
applauded All the courtiers cheered 
Naked as Mother Nature, the Raja 
persuaded himself that he was dressed 
in the most resplendent finery LIntil a 
little child cried out “Look, Mummy, 
the Ra|a has no clothes ’’ 

The moment has now come to 
icveal Ihe truth, what our Raja Saheb 
needs is not a national government but 
a national garment'—in which to 
clothe his political nakedness And the 
uniform required was prescribed years 
ago by the immortal Raj Kapoor; 
Mera jooia hai Marxwadi 
Mera kaihtha RSS ka 
Sar pe kaali topi naqli 
Phir hhi dll hai axli khokla • 

The Views express^ tn this column ere those ol its 
author artd do notpurpod to constitute an ofticiat 
statement of the Congress party s position 
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The great masala 
movie novel 


Allan Sealy's Hero doesn't qualify for that title 


T he Troiler-nama, as both 
Eugene Irotter, artist, and I 
Allan Seaiy, novelist, probably 
know, IS a hard, if not impossible, act 
to follow The Kirani School of minia¬ 
ture painting, of which the artist is a 
superb exemplar, depends for its pow¬ 
er on cumulative effect—it takes a 
century of miniatures, and thus ironi¬ 
cally, a work of the scale of The 
Trotter-nama, for us to recognise the 
scope of the artistVnovelist’s inven¬ 
tive capacities. Perhaps it is a measure 
of the artist’s exhaustion that when 
Eugene Trotter appears again in Sea- 
ly’s second novel Hero: A Fable, he is 
a much reduced figure, good for paint¬ 
ing only a "streaming fi/mi-gansh” 
portrait of Prime Minister Hero and 
his heroine-wife, U.D Cologne The 
Trotter-nama, as a chronicle, works its 
magic spell by piling on detail and 
digression, thereby generating a fertile 
and extensive history Hero, as a 
fable, IS much less ambitious in focus 
and invention. Its plot, narrative tech¬ 
nique, and rhetorical effects derive 
primarily from the less-than-subtle 
logic of the Bombay masala movie. 

“Now, it has never been decreed 
that every Bombay movie shall have a 
Song, a Dance, a Fight, a Cabaret, a 
Rape, a Chase, a Rescue and so forth, 
but there are some laws—the law of 
profitable returns for instance—which 
every producer and director imbibes 
with his mother’s milk... The adult 
formula to which he graduates is his 
masala... So my chapters arc preor¬ 
dained, the masala ^yond my con¬ 
trol,” writes the narrator of Hero. 
Thus, this screenplay has all the sequ¬ 
ences listed above, as also an Entr¬ 
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ance, an Intermission and an Exit, and 
a Flashback, a Joke, a Kiss, Dialogue, 
Penance, a Party, and Cliffhangers I 
and II. As this inventory of vimettcs 
suggests, a comic novelist, and Scaly 
certainly is one, might do wonders 
with the filmi-form. Indeed, Sealy’s 
attempt makes us wonder why the 
Great Masala Movie Novel has not 
been wntten yet Unfortunately, Hero 
is not that novel. 

Seaiy is witty in his use of the 
formulaic and the repetitive, and has 
an unembarrassed ear for the bad pun. 
His villain, Nero (because the hero is 
Hero and the scnpt-wnter, Ziero) is 
born Aiiirodh because his father had 
not heard of the condom and fathered 
him out of wedlock When Seaiy 
wntes of the spread of television in the 
country, and of the government’s 
moulding of public opinion via the 
medium, DD (once, “in the Indian 
Heirlines days”, called Doordarshan) 
becomes Didi, Big Sister. The power 
behind the political throne of Delhi is 
called Gangajal Trivedi, GJ—“in 
shape and colour he did rather resem¬ 
ble a syrupy gulab jamun” —and his 
“rich, ripe” signature belches sing out 
“bribe!'” and “gra-aft'” Sealy’s grasp 
of the Bombay film idiom is also 
impeccable- his cabaret-dancing vamp 
IS called Flora Fountain, and the 
camera closes in on a glittering crucifix 
in her cleavage to assure “the pious 
sated audience that this fair but fallen 
woman is only a Christian” In a fight 
between the hero and the villain, their 
hair remains unmussed even as Sealy’s 
soundtrack confirms the intensity of 
the choreographed violence. "Dw/i'’, 
“Dhukr, "Dhar!”, "Phaiaak'” and 
"Thaangf' goes the battle. 

T he first half of Hero pays homage 
to Bollywood and its remarkable 
dream factories. In the second half, 
the action shifts to Delhi, as Hero 
transforms himself from a charismatic 
star into a padayatri, politician and 
Prime Minister Sealy’s filmic idiom 
allows him to work up a hilarious 
spoof of the goings-on at lavish parties 


in New Delhi’s farmhouse belt, and to 
include, under the rubric of the Res¬ 
cue sequence, a moving Utopian vision 
of an egalitarian India. “And as peace 
broke out on the subcontinent it was 
found that there was money fOr 
schools in every village, for rural 
fair-pnee shops for cooperatives and 
tubewells and canals and vegetable 
gardens...widows sang love songs, 
beggars rode horses, telephones work¬ 
ed, television didn’t, the rivers were 
pure, the streets smooth, the air as 
smooth as a kiss.” However, the last 
sequences in the novel, as a thinly 
veiled satire of the political paranoia 
that resulted in Indira Gandhi’s dec¬ 
laration of the Emergency, are not 
successful, as Sealy’s penchant for the 
bizarre and the sensational moves his 
narrative further and further away 
from a genuine engagement with the 
grotesque horrors of that period 
Sealy’s intelligence and range of 
interests are everywhere evident in the 
novel, and they endow Zero’s narra¬ 
tive with an allusive breadth (Laca- 
nian film theory, astrophysics, medita¬ 
tions upon language and culture) that 
occasionally runs counter to the gram 
of the masala screenplay. As The 
Trotter-nama made his readers aware, 
Seaiy has many riches to offer, and 
perhaps it is best to leave him with the 
last word, if only to suggest the kind of 
novel Hero mght have been - “The task 
IS surely to make a cinema that fits the 
facts—the stubborn Indian facts— 
without throwing out fantasy To dis¬ 
cover forms that belong here. The 
glitter, the clamour, are part of an 
Indian style The style exists, not just 
in the movies, the forms want finding 
Or we re stuck with formulas Masala 
Or else foreign imitations, high-brow 
or low. Dover chalk for the ash 
cheese The forms are there History, 
literature, the folk arts, dance, 
thcatie they make good raiding. (So 
does cinema.) They’re all there, 
waiting.”* 

Suvh-Kmil 

Hero AfaMtbyl MianSMIy PuWiihMbyVMng 
Prio* Rs 125 
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B.R. Chopra Sanjay Khan 

Court 

intrigues 

Sanjay Khan and B.R. Chopra are embroiled 
in a legal battle over the rights to The 
Sword Of Tipu Sultan 


T he eighteenth century ruler 
of Mysore, Tipu Sultan, 
would have smirked with 
satisfaction had he been 
around today The near- 
i theatncal feud over the tele-senal The 
I Sword of Tipu Sultan would have 
j appealed to his sense of the dramatic 
; And now that Tipu has finally 
j gone on the tube, B R. Chopra, of 
I Mahabharai fame, and producer-actor 
j Sanjay Khan are locked in a no-win 
I situation. Chopra has filed a case 
! against Khan which both camps feel 
: will run in court for ten years or more 
' Both men are, however, determined 
' to fight to the finish, much as Tipu had 
i done centuries ago As the Sultan lay 
I cntically wounded on the battlefield, 
i his nght-hand man Raza Khan begged 
I him to reveal his identity to the British 
! so that his life would be spared. Tipu 
! ordeied him to hold his tongue and 
i continued to fight He was shot dead, 
that day at Snrangapatnam in 1799 
Now, 191 years after his demise, the 
serial on his life had become the sub- 
! jcct of a court battle. 


Much before B R. Chopra arrived 
on the scene Sanjay Khan had signed 
on Bhagwan Gidwani, the author of 
the book on Tipu (now living in Mon¬ 
treal) This was about ten years ago 
But vanous other commitments and 
financial pressures held Khan back, 
and Tipu remained a pipe-dreain 


Bhagwan, impatient to see his crea-^ 
tion transferred to celluloid 
approached Dr Rahi Masoom Raza, 
eminent script writer (of Mahabharai 
fame). Dr Raza, who has considerable 
clout, approached the Writers Asso¬ 
ciation and squashed the agreement 
between Gidwani and Khan in 1984. 
Gidwani, now at a loose end, egged 
Dr Raza on to talk to his friend B.R 
Chopra about making a tele-serial on 
his novel. He had already talked to 
Doordarshan, but Mandi House said 
that It would only be interested if B.R 
Chopra agreed to direct and produce. 

Sensing the raw potentiality of the 
subject, Chopra quietly began work 
on the serial after signing an agree¬ 
ment with Gidwani. “We had started 
the initial ground work on Tipu Sul¬ 
tan,’’ says Chopra “But after about 
two years, Sanjay Khan contacted me 
and told me that the Congress(I) 
wanted him to do it Suddenly there . 
was immense government pressure * 
from New Delhi on me. ” 

It was obvious that Sanjay Khan 
was not going to let go of his dream 
without a fight. Around that time. 
B.R. Chopra was busy with 
Mahabharai so he backed out in 
favour of Sanjay Khan "1 did it to 
help a friend," says Chopra, “and now 
1 find myself in court It all began with 
a verbal assurance based on trust, but 
unfortunately now things have gone 
bad." 

Sanjay Khan initially asked Dr Raza 
to write the screen play But once 
Chopra backed out, Khan changed his 
mind and dropped Dr Raza The ini¬ 
tial dialogues and scnpt were, howev¬ 
er, with B.R. Chopra, and Sanjay 
Khan’s camp holds that he was to pay 
for them. Khan’s lawyer, Berjis Desai 
says, “The defence of Mr Khan is that 


Th» Sword Of Tipu Sultan; contentious issue 













^ a payment of Rs 11 lakhs was to be 
made for the dialogues and the script. 
Chopra failed to hand ovei the mate¬ 
rial, and Khan did not pay.” Chopra’s 
view of the agreement was slightly 
different and on 19 May, 1990, he took 
the matter to court asking that the 
money due to him in lieu of having 
foregone the opportunity of making 
the serial, be paid to him. 

Meanwhile Gidwani, from Mon¬ 
treal, despatched a letter of release 
which stated that he would now re¬ 
ceive the money owed to him by San- 
jay Khan. 

B ack home in Bombay B R Chop¬ 
ra claims to be mystified as to 
what went wrong with his relationship 
with the Tipu producer “We were 
good fiiends,” he claims “When he 
got burnt, I was in Bangalore. I im- ! 
mediately went to the 
, hospital to be with his 
P family. We have been 
family friends tor so 
many years, and now 
there i.s all this bitter¬ 
ness. Tipu Sultan was 
registered with Door- 
darshan in my name 
Gidwani and me were 
going to do It Sanjay 
wanted me to part with 
It, and I did so for a 
friend. The first telecast 
of Tipu Sultan was going 
to be aired on 19 May. 
so 1 sent as many 
as five hand-delivered notes to 
him asking him to pay me. He wrote 
back on 14 May refusing to do so. I did 
not want to go through an endless 
» correspondence, so 1 took the matter 
to court.” 

The Chopra camp claims that Khan 
and Co. haven’t done justice to the 
serial. Dr Raza, who was uncere¬ 
moniously dropped by Sanjay Khan 
says, “His serial is revolving around a 
particular character. Our’s would have 
revolved around a period. Unless you 
understand the period you cannot 
understand the man.” 

Chopra now feels that he should 
have never granted a favour to Sanjay 
Khan as he has lost a great chance 
to follow up with an even more gran¬ 
diose senal after Mahahharat “What 
a great story,” he says with admira¬ 
tion. “It is terrific material. His senal 
was gomg to be aired late in the month 
of May, just when my Mahahharat was 
coming to an end. I could have done it 
myself since 1 now have the time.” 

^ But Chopra may have the last word 


Cut and thrust 

Tipu has always remained in the news—but for the 
wrong reasons 

T he Sword Of Tipu Sultan is Khan’s depiction of Tipu Sultan as 
jinxed. From its inception the a secularist. The Mysore king, they 
serial has been dogged by prob- maintained, has been a religious 
lems. A raging fire on the sets in bigot. 

Mysore on 8 February, 1990, burnt Some time after the fire, Khan 
26 people to death and Sanjay was accused of staging the catas- 
Khan himself was critically in- trophe to save himself from bank- 
jured. Then, the telecast of Trpu, ruptcy. There were some who 
scheduled for 10 February, 1990, 

was put off amidst a conUoversy ® 

about its historical authenticity^ Kerala an agitation began 

Around this time two leading ad jeered strength even as San- 

agencies initiated litigation against jgy |i,an was fighting for his life at 
producer Sanjay Khan, claiming Bombay’s Jaslok hospital The 

argument went that Tipu Sultan 
had invaded Malabar, laid waste to 
the land, desecrated temples and 
converted many Hindus at the 
point of his famous sword. And 
that It was foolish to glorify him on 
celluloid. 

As this controversy snowballed 
B.R. Chopra entered the fray, 
claiming that he had the rights to 
Bhagwan Gidwani’s novel And 
that Khan had omitted to give him 
his dues. At present the court has 
directed Sanjay Khan to deposit a 
sum of Rs 76,250 in court He also 
has to deposit Rs 27,500 every 
Friday, a day before the telecast of 
AMWMfrom TkitiStdtan : wouM each episode. The order comes up 

Chopra have done It dHfofWitly? for hearing on 7 June 
that they were being done out of Till the question is lesolvcd, the 
exclusive rights to the advertising money will be deposited in a bank 
slots before the serial, involving a account, and paid to whoever wins 
sum of Rs 2 crores the case. 

More trouble was on the way Sanjay Khan and B R Chopra, 
The Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the once dose friends, now stand on 
Bombay Malayalee Samaj and the either side of Tipu’s sword. It 
Shiv Sena threatened a nation- remains to be seen who comes off 
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Chopra have done It iflfferantly? 

that they were being done out of 
exclusive rights to the advertising 
slots before the serial, involving a 
sum of Rs 2 crores 
More trouble was on the way 
The Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the 
Bombay Malayalee Samaj and the 
Shiv Sena threatened a nation¬ 
wide agitation against Sanjay 

yet, with viewers maintaining that 
Tipu IS not a patch on Mahahharat 
Abbas Khan, a stage actor in Bombay, 
who avidly watches both serials 
says, “I wish B R. Chopra could have 
done Tipu. I am sure that had he done 
it, the canv.as of this tele-scrial would 
have been larger The B R magic is 
missing. ” 

Khan has his defenders, though. 
Sushila Deshpande, an aspiring ac¬ 
tress points out, “After Mahahharat 
everything else will seem small. There 
is nothing wrong with Tipu Sultan It is 
just that people see it, and instantly 


I compare it to the recently-concluded 
Mahahharat. In a couple of weeks the 
.Mahahharat hangover will have gone 
and then I am sure that people will 
change their opinions.” 

At present, however, the 
court case has captured the public im¬ 
agination much more than the serial 
itself. And with both Chopra and 
Khan prepared to see this to the end, 
Tipu is bound to remain in the news 
for some time to come. Though, not 
for quite the right reason. • 

Godtrmy F»nln/Bombay 
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To begin at the 

beginning 

Khushwant Singh's account of the month of January y as 
illustrated by Suddhasattwa Basu 


F or some people the year begins at 
the hour of midnight. They bid 
farewell to the old and usher in the 
new with revelry and song, bursting 
balloons and swilling champagne. 
For others it begins when the nm of the sun 
appears on the eastern honzon For me it 
starts some time between the two, when I get 
up to place a platter of milk for a dozen stray 
cats waiting impatiently outside my door be¬ 
side the morning paper which is delivered to 
me at 4.30 a.m. I do not feel the day has really 
and truly begun till I have read the paper, 
heard the BBC news and drunk a mugful of 
warm Ginseng tea 

Then I pull back the curtains of my window, 
switch off my table lamp and watch the black 
of the night turn to the grey of the dawn. I 
hear spotted owlets screech in the mulberry 
tree. I catch glimpses of small bats flitting by. 
And the dawn chorus begins with the raucous 
cawing of crows followed by the chittenng of 
sparrows and the shrill cry of kites. Sometimes 
when It is still dark I step out onto the lawn 
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behind my apartment to gaze at the moon or' 
the brightly shining morning star 
I return to my study and switch on the r^o' 
to hsten to the relay of the morning serwcc 
(Aso di vaar) from the Golden Temple When 
it comes to Guru Nanak’s lines on the semul to 
emphasize that the size of a tree has no bear¬ 
ing on what it yields, I know the morning 
service is half over and it is time for me to 
wake up my wife who likes to take her mom- 
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ing walk in the Lodi Gardens at dawn. I get 
into my shorts to leave for my morning game 
of tennis. I have to first wipe the dew off the 
window panes of my car because often the 
humidity is above 95 per cent. It is still dark. I 
switch on my headlights scattering clusters of 
crows pecking at mangled remams of rats, cats 
and dogs run over by speeding traffic the night 
before. 

My early morning drive to the Gymkhana 
Club and the hour and a half I spend there 
provide a feast for the eyes and ears. The Club 
grounds are full of tall trees. Since the side 
dividing the Gymkhana from the residence of 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi has for secunty 
reasons been closed to traffic, there has been 
a noticeable increase in the number of birds in 
the area. My morning game of tenms is played 
to the accompaniment provided by magpie 
robins (dayal or shama), golden orioles, bar- 
bets, koels, peafowl and papeehas. The bird 
orchestra varies with the seasons. Often when 
I look up to take a lob I miss it because grey 
hombills, lapwings or monsoon birds distract 
me. 

On New Year’s day the sun comes up at 
7.14 a.m. It can be very cold with tempera¬ 
tures falling below 5®, it rarely rises above 18° 
centigrade on sunny afternoons. The cold 
takes Its toll of the undernourished and un¬ 
housed poor of the country. Papers carry re¬ 
ports of people dying of exposure; the average 
toll IS between 50 to 100 every winter. Morn¬ 
ing mists—more in the category of smogs— 
which begin around Christmas persist till the 
middle of January and disrupt many airhne 
schedules 

There is something odd about the length of 
days and mghts. The winter solstice is on 
22-23 December with the shortest day and the 
longest night. Thereafter days should get lon¬ 
ger at the expense of nights, with the sun 
rising a little earlier and setting a little later. 
But It would seem that it does not happen that 
way. On New Year’s day the sun nses at 7.14 
a.m. On the following day, instead of rising 
earlier, it can be later by a nunute a day By 
Republic Day (26th January) while it rises 
only three minutes earlier in the mornings, it 
sets as many as 20 minutes later (5.55 p.m.). 
Apparently this eccentricity is due to the elhp- 
tical shape of the earth. Or perhaps it wobbles 
as It pirouettes around the solar deity. 

The festival of Lohri in mid-January marks 
the peak of winter. It is celebrated by lighting 
bonfires. Parties of children go from door to 
door, chanting doggerel verses with each line 
ending in ‘Ho, ho!', and collecting money—it 
is India’s version of Guy Fawkes’ day. By the 
end of the month our brief spell of cold and 
the winter monsoop are on the way out. It is 
not unusual to have a shower or two on Re¬ 
public Day (January 26) but I have rarely 
known the spectacular ‘Beating of the Re¬ 
treat’ which follows two or three days later to 
be washed out by rain. Traditionally the win- 



Bougainvillea 


ter season ends with the advent of Basant 
(Spring) which also usually falls in the second 
fortnight of January or early February As the 
saying goes: 

Aayaa Basant, Paalaa Vrant. 

(The spring is here; the cold is nowhere) 

For the nch and the well-fo-do who can 
afford to cover themselves against the cold 
and keep their homes warm, January is the 
best of months in Delhi; blue skies and spark¬ 
ling sunshine. You can bask in the sun all day 
long. In the evenings, while the poor shiver 
under the culverts and flyovers, I sip my 
Scotch before a blazing log fire, then snuggle 
into a warm bed with a hot water bottle at my 
feet. 

Bharatnhari describes the passage of days 
and years m ecstatic poetry: 

TTie cycle recurrence of sunset and dawn 
Daily serves to measure life’s decay. 

But burdened in his mundane tasks, 

Man does not grasp time’s fugitive flight 
Seeing old age, pain and death. 

He is not aroused to anxiety 
Drunk on delicious heady wine. 

The world is made in oblivion. 

If you are lookmg for ailour in January, go 
out into the countryside The mustard is in 
bloom, spread out like a sea of canary-gold 
Its bitter-sweet odour attracts honey bees. 
Besides mustard, there are lentils, mainly 
arhar, sugarcane with its pampas plumes of 
pale russet, and young wheat. Skylarks nse 
from the green fields, then plummet like 
stones and disappear in the verdure By con¬ 
trast, Delhi’s parks and gardens are largely 
flowerless till the latter part of the month 
except for mangolds, poinsettias, chrysanthe¬ 
mums and bougainvilleas. Delhi’s Christmas 
tree is the poinsettia which persists through 
January; it is, as its Latin suMx indicates, truly 
pulcherrima (beautiful) with its bright red 
leafy flowers. 

Golden shower (Bignonia venusta) creepers 
begin to appear hesitantly by the last week of 
the month. So do pinks, phlox and nastur¬ 
tiums. 

While winter’s cold freezes the ardour of 
bird and beast alike, the larger vanety of some 
species like vultures and kites are roused by it. 
By mid-January pairs of kites and vultures can 
be seen mating on branenes of leafless semul 
(silk cotton) trees and can be heard emitting 
excruciating screams of pain and pleasure. Big 
trees like the semul and the maharukh (Ailan- 
thus) are preferred by these birds both for 
copulation and nest-building. 
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Smaller birds like crows, pigeons and spar¬ 
rows begin their search for mates Cock spar¬ 
rows squabble among themselves while their 
hens barely take notice of them. Tom-cats are 
also in a quarrelsome mood. One afternoon 
two of my marmalade males went fiercely for 
each other and almost tore themselves to 
pieces. Their ladies were so fnghtened by the 
sight that some defecated before they could 
run away and hide themselves. Their minds 
were more on food than on sex. They eyed 
male sparrows battling beak and claw and, as 
the birds tumbled down with their legs entang¬ 
led, the cats pounced on them. A strange 
phenomenon: I have never seen cats fight 
over a saucer of milk but tempt them with 
leftovers of meat or fish and they go for it and 
each other like hungry tigers. 

For years a redstart (perhaps more than 
one) had been spending its winter months in 
my little patch of garden. It was a fnendly 
little bird, twitching its tail after every hop as 
It moved closer to my chair on the veranda 
Also somewhat foolish, in equating me with 
my cats. One evening I saw a few scarlet 
feathers on the lawn and realised that my cats 
had brought the redstart to bid me farewell for 
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desi filmmakers 
deserve praise for their ing¬ 
enuity. The successful En¬ 
glish film Eye Witness 
which inspired our own 
eminently forgettable 
Neelam-Govinda star- 
rer Hatya is to be copied ail 
over again. This version, 
called Masoom Gawaah, is 
being produced and 
directed by M.M. Baig. 
who also happens to he star 
child artiste Guddu’s 
father So natiirallv. the 
film revolves around 
Guddu 

But, not satisfied with 
making his little one act, 
the star papa has even 
made her croon a song for 
the film under Kalyanji 
Anandji’s baton. And Baby 
Guddu warbles with such 
professional singers as 
Sadhana Sargam, Sonali 
Bajpayee, Kumar Shanu, 
Sudesh Bhosle and Jolly 
Mukherjee But then the 
film industry has always be¬ 
lieved that exploitation 
should, by rights, begin at 
home. 


Kkiran Joneja—30-plus 
actress, best known for her 
poignant (read pathetic) 
role in TV soap opera 
Buniyaad has finally gone 
round the bend. And who 
can blame her ? For, a mar- 
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Sonam: changing ciilours 


nage that gets postponed 
each time she goes trous¬ 
seau shopping, and a career 
that's more talk than fact, 
can pull you down a little. 

Kiran's most recent man¬ 
ifestation of the familiar 
"something’s ternbly wrong 
somewhere” syndrome was 
embarrassing, to put it 
mildly While doing a 
photo session for an adver¬ 
tisement, Kiran requested 
the producer to allow her to 
keep a particular dress for a 
few days as she wanted to 
wear it for some function 
After a couple of days, 
when the producer called 
back to ask for his dress, 
Kiran pretended to be out. 
Eventually Kiran’s secret¬ 
ary spoke to the producer 
to tell him that he could 
have the dress back but 
there was a slight hitch He 
would have to pay! 

The producer is still com¬ 
pletely mystified about the 
turn of events. 



Sunny Onol: the Jiving Jat 


Vluess who was most 
thrilled when the sexy 
Sonam chose to drop out of 
the charity show organised 
in Delhi by Pehlaj Nihala- 
ni? None other than the shy 
Jat Sunny Deol. 

With good reason. For, 
gyrating with him to the 
beat of Oye oye would be 


none other than the au¬ 
burn-haired temptress 
Dimple Kapadia. 

^^onam is now a changed 
person. Gone are the days 
when she created date 
problems for Shashi 
Kapioor’s Ajooba and de¬ 
manded her full signing 
amount and advance pay¬ 
ment before she com¬ 
menced work 

The new, improved 
Sonam is a model star. The 
actress has completed all 
her work including dubbing 
for the film without com¬ 
plaint. Even Shashi admits 
she has changed a lot, re¬ 
ported for work on time, 
etc , etc 

And if inside reports are 
to be believed, she has even 
foregone the payments due 
to her like the other stars of 
the film, Amitabh, Dimple, 
and Rishi had done ear¬ 
lier. Could this mean that 
the infamous Rajiv Rai in¬ 
fluence IS waning at last? 

If her 20th birthday, on 11 
May, was anything to 
go by, Pooja Bedi can look 
forward to a lot of adven¬ 
ture in the year ahead The 
actress and her fnends were 
spending the day on an iso¬ 
lated suburban beach. 

And suddenly, a white 
Maruti with three toughies 
started swerving very close 
to the girls. Sensing danger, 
Pooja and her friends 
chmbed back into their cars, 
eager to drive back into town. 

What followed was a car 
chase out of your favourite 
EQndi film, complete with 
sharp swerves, U-turns and 
much overtaking. Luckily 
the girls came across a 
police checkpost and the 
cops were able to nab the 
culprits. The harrowing in¬ 
cident, however, was not 
enough to dampen Pooja’s 
spirits. She was back to 
being her normal bubbly 
self the next day, while the 
pranksters, a lot worse for 
the wear and tear, were 
safely locked up in a police 
cell. • 
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B a ck fro m the brink 

Tamil Nadu police rescue 824 prostitutes from Bombay’s brothels 




T his IS the time of the year I 
when tourists cram the 
health resorts of Madras 
and the Indian Railways run 
special trams to cope with ' 
the summer rush But on 3t) May, the 
special train that arrived from Bom¬ 
bay was packed with a very different 
kind of guests K24 prostitutes rescued 
by the Tamil Nadu police from 
brothels m Bombay Promised rehabi¬ 
litation by the Karunanidhi govern¬ 
ment, these unfortunate women had 
decided to quit the world of sin and 
settle down to a respectable life 
When the special train, aptly named 
‘Mukthi ’(freedom), enteicd platform 
number ten of the Madias Central 
Station on 1(1 Mav, a reception team 
led bv the state social welfare minis¬ 
ter, Subbulakshmi Jagadeesan was 
already there to receive the women 
Besides, senior government officials, a 
posse of top policemen and newsmen 
too turned up to cover the occasion, 
fr.veii a Dooidarshan team was de¬ 
spatched to record the event, which, 
according to the state's director gener¬ 
al of police, P Dorai, was the biggest 
rescue operation of that kind under¬ 
taken by any state government “The 
rcnabihtation scheme toi them will 
cost Ws 7 fg lakhs," explained Sub- 
bulakshii'i stressing the chief minis¬ 
ter’s personal interest in .social welfare 
schemes for the uplift of women in 
Tamil Nadu 

But how did the Tamil Nadu cops 
manage to rescue the women from the 
red light areas of distant Bombay'^ 
According to P Dorai, they were 
tipped off by a Bombay-based social 
service organisation, Saudhan, which 
informed the authorities in Madras 
that a host of Tamil women were 
languishing in the brothels of the city 
Acting on the information, a special 
police team from Tamil Nadu—which 
included quite a few women officers 
and constables—was promptly de¬ 
spatched to Bomabay They rounded 
up about 1,5(K) women who were all 
from Tamil Nadu, but only 824 girls 
agreed to return home. "We got help 
from the Maharashtra police and the 
volunteers of Saudhan duiing the res¬ 
cue operation,” informed Dorai 


The Tamil Nadu government, 
meanwhile, made elaborate plans to 
rehabilitate the rescued women. It was 
decided that all the girls would first be 
subjected to a tliorough medical test— 
after all, most of them were likely to 
suffer from various sexually transmit¬ 
ted diseases—following which the 
women would be divided into groups 
according to their educational qual¬ 
ifications and job aptitudes The pur¬ 
pose of this exercise was to find 
empUiyment for the girls according to 
their skills But those who wished to 
return home to their families would be 
allowed to do so Moreover, destitutes 


to prevent the women from fleeing by 
mixing with the other commuters. 
Later, they were taken to the 
makeshift reception centres m sub¬ 
urban Phu/al The women—-there 
were also 25 children with them— 
were unwilling to talk They were 
either too tired or simplv shy The 
girls mere.lv clung on to their meagre 
belongings—bundles of clothes or tin 
trunks 

A nd the unfortunate girls had every 
reason to fight shy of visitors and 
strangers They were too apprehen¬ 
sive of whal was in store for them "1 



Th« mfomen on their way to the camps: 

were planned to be put up in govern¬ 
ment remand homes in maior towns of 
thestate.In fact, much before the 824 
women arrived in Madras, district 
officials were instructed to finalise all 
arrangements The haste with whitli 
the authorities went about the wfu'le 
business led many to allege that the 
entire e.xercisc was actually meant to 
highlight chief minister Karunanidhi s 
concern for women and project mm 
as an emancipator of the fair se\ 

In tact, the Madras authorities did 
their job extremely well As soon as 
the special tram screeched to a halt, 
the policemen on duty bolted the 
doors of thi compartments m which 
they were tr.ivelling. The purpose was 


end of a nightmare? 

do noi know what Iicatment awaits 
me at home," said a woman in her 
carh twenties Originallv from Salem, 
she w.is lured to Bombay by the 
()iomise of a (oh in a wealthy family 
instead, she landed up at a whore 
house m the city 

But despite the best efforts of the 
state government, the women were 
not too happy with the arrangements 
in Madras The living quarters in 
Phuzal were not at all spacious and 
many of the inmates even complained 
that they led a better and cosy life in 
Bombay Also, water was scarce and 
the CIVIC amenities at the camp were 
poor “Just let us go,” many of the 
girls pleaded with the wardens 
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The haste with which 
the authorities went 
about the 

rehabilitation work led 
many to believe that 
the whole exercise 
was meant to highlight 
chief minister 
Karunanidhi’s concern 
for women’s welfare 


I 111 fait, the officials had a tough 
time pac/fving them The women were 
somewhat placated after the camp 
authoMtiei promised them better faci¬ 
lities and fieedom to decide their 
futiiie once the mcdiial tests wete 
over '\ couple of days later, Sub- 
bulakshmi was informed that nine ol 
them wanted )obs or training facilities 
I in the state social welfare department 
Some even wanted to go home and 
live with their himilies And everyone 


desired that the policemen guarding 
the camp should go 

Much to the comfort of the govern¬ 
ment, several parents and relatives of 
the girls turned up at Phuzal and the 
Government General Hospital (where 
the women were being treated) to 
identify their daughters ,md wards, 
and take them home “h is really 
ironit that my daughter should land up 
in a brothel She had gone to look for 
a | 0 b in Bombay," said one of the 


.distressed fathers in the hospital 
verandah, hardly succeeding to con¬ 
ceal his emotions 

But however good the intentions of 
the government might be, the author¬ 
ities are already facing problems For 
one, they cannot forcibly detain the 
women, nor can they thrust social 
welfare schemes upon the unwilling 
“We are trying to talk to them and 
their families and we hope they will all 
leform. But it will take time After all, 
these women have just undergone a 
shocking experience," said a senior 
government official 

The government authorities, 
however, have been somewhat re¬ 
lieved hy the gesture of a number of 
young men of the state many of them, 
including a t'ongress party worker, 
have come forward with marriage 
proposals Moreover, several volun¬ 
tary organisations too have agreed to 
help out the government to rehabili¬ 
tate the women Only time will tell 
whether the Tamil Nadu government's 
bold step will help the women to come 
out of the world of daikness. • 

tt. Bhagwan SIngh/Madraa 
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The god that failed 


Subash Ghisingh'spopularity plummets in Darjeeling 


f. 
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Darjeeling is heading 
for a winter of dis¬ 
content, which could 
culminate in the fall 
of the first Hill Coun¬ 
cil With dissidence 
mounting within the 
WEST BENGAL Gorkha National Li- 
b e r a 1 1 o n Front 
(GNLF), and the Left Front govern¬ 
ment of West Bengal breathing down 
his neck, Gorkha National Hill Coun 
cil (GNHC) chairman and party lead¬ 
er Siibash Ghisingh will have to do 
something very dramatic to stifle the 
increasingly strident voices of dissent 
and the grovnng discontent in the hills 
But his detractors maintain that Ghi¬ 
singh will have to resign from the 
GNHC “well before his terms ends in 
1993” Some of them feel he will not 
survive the next winter 

Ever since the Hill Council was 
formed after four years of turmoil in 
the hills, there were expectations of 
material benefit, especially by those 
who had fought and suffered during 
the struggle for statehood. “When you 
win a football match, you expect to be 
awarded prizes But here in the hills 
the match was won by some and the 
prizes taken away by others." This was 
the sentiment expressed by S N. 
Pradhan, the closest aide of Ghisingh 
during the years of struggle and nego¬ 
tiations. 

Thoroughly disillusioned, Pradhan 
has started a movement called the 
GNLF Bachao Samiti ‘‘We are not a 
breakaway group, but we do feel the 
time has come for a lot of questions to 
be answered. We arc working from 
within the organisation to cleanse it of 
people who have no commitment to 
the people.” 

This is not an easy task Ghisingh’s 
opponent from the time he retracted 
the demand for statehood and settled 
for the Hill Council, Kalimpong’s 
Chhatra Subba, is at present forming a 
splinter group himself. His volunteer 
cell has now become the Gorkha 
Liberation Organisation to which 
members are being admitted through 
formal application forms and re¬ 
ceipted contributions. 


Contending for leadership is 
another Pradhan, C K , whose differ¬ 
ences at the outset of the agitation in 
the hills with Subba gave Ghisingh the 
leverage to oust him from the main¬ 
stream C.K. Pradhan also has a 
sizeable number of supporters in the 
hills. 

But what IS most ominous tor the 
GNLF IS the re-entry of the state’s 
Left Front partners, particularly the 
CPI(M), into the politics of the hills It 
seemed a paradox that, immediately 
after the GNLF organised a 48-liour 
bandh in protest against the state 
administration, the communists held a 
meeting and took out a procession in 
Kurseong. 

Political observers feel that the state 
government has deliberately taken the 
policy of giving the Hill Council a long 
rope by giving it several concessions 
But whether or not the council hangs 
itself with It will depend to a great 
extent on'the handling of finances. 

Ghisingh’s doling out of contracts 
to appease several diehard supporters 
has threatened to boomerang. He has 


dispensed with formal procedures like 
floating tenders and keeping track 
records of contractors Instead, verbal 
go-aheads have been enough to start 
work on a pro|cci with tmance being 
given in lits and siaits It is alleged 
that most o( these so c<dlcd contrac¬ 
tors have no previous work expenence 
and have themselves "sold” the jobs to 
sub-conti actors The latter—usually 
expeiienced hands—-had hoped to 
make tidy profits but the original 
contiactors have started keeping their 
accounts and siphoning off funds at 
their discretion, leaving a spectre of 
great lo.ss to the few people who know 
what they are doing 
The effect of all this is already being 
reflected in the hillside Roads are 
being widened unecessarily, some 
paths leading to nowhere—like the 
approach road to the Mahakal tem¬ 
ple—stand gaping at the skies and 
temples of waste—like the crudely 
opulent seat of power in the hills, Lai 
Kuthi—bear testimony to the policy of 
waste pursued by Ghisingh. Regular- 
isation of accounts in such an atmos- 
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i phcrc IS impossihle, which is one o) 

I the ictisons whv the state administia- 
I (ion has been clamouring toi accounts 
; from the council for a long time 
I And il IS on this plank that the ness 
1 agitation is based A blanket postei 
j campaign, coupled with regular mser- j 
j tions in the only Nepali language 
I daily, tune served to acc|u<niii the I 
I public ol the “misdeeds ol the j'le- ; 
i sent council The elfect ol this is 
j alieady being tell (Jvei the pasi six 
months, public response to (ihisingh s 
opcn-aii meetings have been abysmal¬ 
ly pooi In 'Iei'sta Ma/ai, !oi example, 
where in'er lOd.lldO people would 
I assemble to hear Iheir leadc., there 
I were less than a hunched people 
I attending the meeting this time 

Resentment in the hills is high on 
issues othei than tm.incc, loo "At the 
talks m Delhi, (ihismgh lelused the 
offei ol a universitt m the hills I his 
was in diiect contiast with our ongin.il 
maliileslo,' said SN I'ladhan The 
only possible leason is that (ihismgh, 
who finds It clifhciill to expiess himsell 
in Bengali, Hindi ;ind [■nghsti. was 
afraid of intellectuals making inroads 
into his domain 

But the issue next m import.ince to 
that ol financial |ugglery is that of 
language (ihismgh, it is alleged, in¬ 
sisted on substituting the word Nepali 
foi "(ioikh.iir’--one stroke of the pen 
that nipped the .ispiiations ol the 
I entire hill people "How many (lor- 
j khah speaking people aie thcie ’” asks 
one Nepali "I'eih.ips 2(i pei cent ol 
the population VVhc did (jhismgh do 
this -so that the h'lig agitation loi the 
recognition of Nepali tan be e.isilv j 
snuffed out bv the ceiUial gosern- | 
ment'* We will not let this happen W'e > 
will contmue our agitation and, this ! 
time, we can do without (ihismgh and | 
I his men 

! All the c.irds are not. perhaps, on 
I the table But the indications are 
clear The three-pronged attack from 
within his oiganisation will make life 
j dilticult foi (ihismgh because he ean- 
I not remain silent indefmitelv The 
' laigesi chunk of labourers m the lea 
I gaidens have given up hopes of an 
‘ increase m their W'ages as promised by 
j (ihismgh Thev, along with the m 
creasing number id unemployed 
youths, are now gearing for another 
loundol uiiiest Since their intentions 
have been made dear |ust befoie the 
state government has sanctioned 
another Rs 11 ciores after much bick¬ 
ering on both sides, (ihismgh and his 
Hill Council will have to tread softly 
And very carefully • 

Arijit Sm/DarjemUng 


Sorry, sir! 

The army arrests The Telegraph correspondent 
in Srinagar by mistake and embarrasses the Centre 


In Siinagar. Viisul and contacted the concetuecl aulhor- 
htmeel is a house- ities He spoke to the core commandei 
hold name His de- ol Srinagar aiea (ieneral M A Zakt, 
spatches foi the Brit- | who informed the minister that the 
ish Bi oadcasliiig 1 army had nothing to do with .lamed’s 
Corporation (BB( ) | disapjieaiance W'hen the Cabinet 
c.irefullv mom- 1 >ecietai\ Vmod I\incle, w.is con- 
KASMMIk toted tind wictcTv ! l.icti-d he c.itegoiic.illv ruled out .irmv 
appiecialeci Ml the I involvement and said th.it an im- 
Vallev On 2 June, the .22 -veai-old ' piomptii inc|Uiiy had alicadv been 
Srinagai correNpondent of The Icle completed bv the home secreiarv 
I’Ki/th (he also slimgs toi BB( and Naresh Ch.indKi 
Reuter) hit the headlines m (juite a In Sim.igai. the ikwI v-iippointed 
dilferent wav- lie was picked up In Cioveiiioi (iirish Chancha .Saxen.i, 
the armv and leleasecl 2d long liotiis told Reiitei s duel correspoinleiii 



l.itei 

l.iineers colleagues 
and friends in Delhi 
were shocked when 
semot government offi¬ 
cials denied the iiivcilve- 
ment of anv ollicial 
agency m the incident 
Hie officials even went a 
step further to allege 
that JamecT was not 
tirrested by the aimv, 
udmmistration, oi <my 
iiiv esi ig.if irig agency, 
but was kidnapped, in 
an .ittempt to “malign 
fire Indian govein- 
ment , by elements who 
were interested tn using 
the incident as a "trick 
to g.iin international 
inibliciiv' 



When news ot Jameel’s arrest by the 
aimy (there were five eyewitnesses) 
reached Delhi around noon on 2 June 
(Jameel was whisked away around 
7 .1(1 that morning alter l.S-Zd army 
lawans jumped out ol a Jonga and two 
-Shaktirnan armv trucks to surround 
his government hou.se m Pratap Bagh 
and arrest him without a warrant or 
chargesheet), frantic attempts were 
made to ascertain his whereabouts and 
get him released It seemed like the 
Cabinet was on vacation the Prime 
Minister, the home minister, the de¬ 
fence minister, the external affairs 


Michael Battye, that "it is as much ol a 
surpii.se tor me as it is for you 
Normally, such arrests are approved 
by nie, but I have no knowledge of 
It ” Reuter put out a rcTea.se that day, 
quoting an eyewitness—a constable of 
the J.immu and Kashmir police— as 
saying/'Thcy (the men who arrested 
JamecT) were definitely of the Indian 
army and there were some Oorkha 
types They were carrying Indian 
Army registered SLRs and stenguns." 
The BBC, quoting eyewitnesses, also 
repeatedly alleged that the Indian 
army was involved Yet, the govern- 


minister and the railways minister rnent adamantly stuck to its stand. On 
(who was till recently also the special Doordarshan that evening, it 
minister for Kashmir affairs) were all announced that Jameel had been kid- 
out of town The energy and civil napped by "unidentified terrorists” 
aviation minister, Arif Mohammad That categorical statement had fright- 
Khan, however, expressed concern cning implications and The Telegraph 
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Asset or liability? 

Biju Patnaik declares his wealth, but the gesture raises 
more questions than it answers 


Twenty-four hours after the tup- 
brass bureaueracv had all but washed 
Its hands off the case, it had to eat its 
words, r-.ven as Supreme Court coun¬ 
sels Gopal Subramanium and Mukul 
Mudgal (assisted by Ramji Siinivasan) 
presented their case betorc the vaca¬ 
tion judge, Justice l.alit Mohan Shai- 
ma. a shaken but sale Jameel returned 
to a hero's welcome to his residence- 
cum-otfice at Pratap Bagh The tense 
wait was over, and those who had 
mamtaincd that the army was 
responsible, stood vindicated 

The same alternoon. the home 
sccietarv scepticallv icad out Yusiil 
Jameel's statement to the press at an 
impromptu conlerencc m his North 
Block oificc Minutes latei, the depu¬ 
ty home ministei, Subodh Kant 
Sahay. was lorced to completelv re- 
verse the poveinment's stand He 
claimed that .lamed had indeed been 
taken into custody b\ an aimv unit at 
Baramulla tot interrogation, but re¬ 
leased when they discovered that he 
was "the wiong person" 

Accoidmg to Jameel it is more 
likely that the army and the govern¬ 
ment ptinicked and released htm m a 
huiiy This was no case of "mistaken 
iderititv" as the government would 
have people believe, but sheer bung¬ 
ling Jameel reveals that two oftu.ers 
of the Ciorkha Rifles walked into his 
drawing room and said “We are not 
arresting you, but we are taking you 
somewhere to talk" They blindfolded 
him, and tied his hands behind his 
back at various stages of the interroga¬ 
tion, which, interestingly, pertained to 
V another [ournalist, Zafai Merd|, 
Jameel's neighbour and friend “We 
raided your hou‘-c and found one 
JKl-F sticker.” the officer told Jameel 
He went on to explain that Ayub. a 
militant who was arrested by the 
army, had disclosed that "arms were 
to be given to Zafar” But Jameel told 
the officer that Zafai was in Delhi, 
and stoutly denied that he had any 
connection with the matter Finally, 
the officer I elented and Jameel was set 
free. 

He was given Rs 5(1 by the army and 
was taken from the border town of Uri 
and dropped at a bus-stand in Bara¬ 
mulla, from wheie he returned home. 
The ordeal had ended without any 
harm being done to Jameel But the 
incident once more highlighted the 
government’s inept handling of the 
Kashmir situation • 

Shlnu SkOtvm/New DeM 


Just how rich is 
chief minister (CM) 
Bi|u Patnaik’’ This 
frequently asked, but 
seldom answered, 
question has surfaced 

. _^ once again, ironically 

ORISSA Patnaik joined 

his ministerial col¬ 
leagues and "declared" his assets 
Patnaik’s property statement mere¬ 
ly leaves the public confused about 
how much their C'M owns Apparently 
living up to his promise to declare his 
assets. Patnaik has handed the press a 


copy of his wealth tax returns, that, 
too, of the 1988-89 assessment year, 
showing his wealth as on 31 March 
1988 It shows that he had a "net 
wealth” of Rs 4.26 lakhs two years 
ago. But that does not disclose what 
the people are truly interested in— 
whether Patnaik has become anv I 
richer or poorer in the last two years 

In his declaration, for example. 
Patnaik has not added tc his assets the 
value of his New Delhi house at 3 
Aurangzeb Road. Nor has he. unlike 
other ministers, disclosed the worth of 
his parental house, Anand Bhawaii, at 
Cuttack, or his wife Gvan Patnaik's 
house at Bhubaneswar, where he 
stays. 

The declared cost of Patnaik’s Delhi 
house, valued for wealth tax returns at 


Rs } 42 lakhs, has laised eyebrows 
even in his own party, the Janata Dal. 
Patnaik had sold about half his Delhi 
properly five years ago and many 
refuse to believe that his remaining 
property is worth only Rs ^ 42 lakhs. 
They would like him to disclose how 
much he received bv selling off a part 
of the property as well as the value of 
his inhented property at Cuttack and 
ot his wile's house at Bhubaneswar. 

What baffles people most, 

however, is Patnaik’s disclosure that 
he has borrowed a total ot Rs 50 lakhs 
from Delhi-based builders (Rs 25 


lakhs tiom Taj Property Pvt Ltd, Rs 
13 l.iklis fioni Decent Property Pvt. 
Ltd and Rs 12 lakhs from Decent 
Builders Pvt Ltd ) This amount is 
shown as part of his "liabilities” totall¬ 
ing Rs 54 46 lakhs, which also include 
a loan ot Rs tour lakhs from Alla¬ 
habad Bank 

At the same lime, Patnaik has a 
fixed deposit ot Rs 35 lakhs in Allaha¬ 
bad Bank which he shows as part of 
his assets ot Rs 58 73 lakhs Why he 
borrowed such huge sums from pri¬ 
vate builders when he had this fixed 
deposit IS not clear. Does he enjoy a 
lowei rale of interest from the builders 
than the bank ’ And what did he do 
with the money’’ 

Patnaik also needs to explain hts 
expensive lifestyle in the absence of 
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known sources ol a substantial in¬ 
come No one is convinced that the 
intciest he gets from the fixed deposit 
IS good enough for his lavish expenses 
According to his statement, Patnaik 
had an additional Rs 3 43 lakhs m cash 
two years ago What happened to this 
in the last couple of years lemam 
unexplained 

The money Patnaik has lent to 
others amounts to Rs 38 68 lakhs, and 
this IS shown as "hook debts" I his 
includes about Rs )3 lakhs to his 
party and Rs 4 87 lakhs to his elder 
son. Piem Patnaik Ciossip in political 
and bureaucratic quarters marvels at 
how Patnaik’s “investment” on his 
party has slarfed to pay "dividends”, 
now that he has staged a comeback as 
the chief minister after 27 years 

And with Biju Patnaik’s integrity 
being que.stioned once again, popular 
opinion might swing against him, if 


The euphoria over 
the vigilance raids 
on the house of J.B. 
Patnaik is about to 
be replaced by a 
nagging suspicion 
about Biju*s own 
integrity 


issues like the income tax case about 
his Kaiinga Trust Foundation arc re¬ 
vived A former Congress!I) minister, 
Niranjan Patnaik, who was among 
those whose houses were raided, has 
already challenged the (,'M to disclose 
details about this case The allegation 
IS that Biju Patnaik set up the trust 
with his unaccounted money to the 
tune of several crores and not with 
funds collected from donors And 
now ex-CM J.B Patnaik has written a 
strong letter to Prime Minister V P 
Singh against the vigilance raids, call¬ 
ing Biju Patnaik a tax-dodger 
Thus, the euphoria over vigilance 
raids on the houses of the former CM 
IS about to be replaced by a nagging 
suspicion about Biju Patnaik’s own 
integrity Coupled with signs of the 
government's failure on different 
fronts, this might revive unpleasant 
memories. And the lavish CM could 
have a hard time trying to fight the 
corrupt image that cost him his seat in 
the Sixties.* 

Smwda P. NmndM/BhubmnmB¥f» 


The vanishing green 

The Fawar regime is caught in a controversy over 
land deals in a Bomhav suburb 


I Chief minister .Shar- 

i ad Paw.tr is once 

again in (he murkv 
limelight And once 

JEufuBt <^''ue IS 

fishy land deals The 
Mnlllt lllrll Pawar government's 

MAHARASHTRA make City 

and Industrial De¬ 
velopment Corj'oiation (C'lDCO)— 
already involved m a scandal regard¬ 
ing alleged irregularities in land sale — 
the special planning authority for the 
Vasai-Virar sub-region, sparked off 
heated discussions in the stale re¬ 
cently 

Barely 80 kms trom Bombav. the 
Vas.ii luhikd. consisting of the Vasai, 
Virar and Nala-Sopara townships, has 
witnessed haphazard building activi¬ 
ties in the recent past Lfforts to 
demolish existing buildings <ind halt 
further construction of illegal houses 
encroaching upon artenal roads were 
killed by Madan Bafna, former minis¬ 
ter for home and urban land ceiling 
And the present ministry has rein¬ 
stated S V Lotlikar, who was earlier 
suspended tollowmg a landscam, as 
I the chief executive officer of CIDCO 
I At the time of his suspension, Lotlikar 


was the estate manager of CIDCO 
Among the irregularities Lotlikar was 
charged with was the allotment of an 
eight-acre plot to Sakai, a newspaper 
group owned by Pawar’s lamily 
On 14 May. Pawar’s government 
issued a notification saying that 
although the Bombay Metropolitan 
Region Development Authoiity 
(BMRDA) was appointed the special 
planning authority for the Vasai-Virar 
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In safe ci^ tody 

Cops give shelter to m abamloned Sohyin Bombay 

W hen Rajiv Tipnk set out fof { faot frotti her unsafe and 
bis morning walk on 25 Mav. whisked ter awav to the 


Ww bis morning walk on 25 May, 
he had no inkling of what lay in 
.store for him. As he walked down 
the p^menade at Carter Road, 
Baadra, at a brisk pace, he sudden¬ 
ly beard the wails of an infant and 
stopped short. For, the cries were 
commg 6piu die direction of some 
^u^. M ^ick investigation re* 
veal^ jlhatai new-born baby, swa^ 
died in «^»te. jlieets, had been 
'abandoned^ Hoxrar-smick, Tipnis 
raced to tiMt newest police station. 
Kfam, and its^ostned sob-iaspector 
Vasaat Sonawsn& df^ discovery. 

swung into 


faot frotti her unsafe pwiJt and - 
whisked ter away to the Bhabha 
Hospital in Bwjdira. The dochws . ' 
ttih>rmed,i<he rescue squad that the ' 
^rl-chtld was barely three-days old ' 
and prescribed some medicines for ' 
her, which Tipnis rushed off to 
Sonawane, and lus senior, inspec¬ 
tor D.N. Kharay, instandy lahn- -'f 
died a seardt to trace the tddfid'ii. x-. 
parents. And the diild’s plidh , 
atnpto coverage in . 

ers. As the <Uys passed, thos^ ck.' 
ptdtce leceived a tutm^ df Oatekd 
calls enqtticii^ abod the dniddi^ 
her welfarfr-i|9iaa even ejqptesaeityyT^^^ 
their w>qNM.'-to 
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j(||^sub-region in 1*^88. “upon fresh con¬ 
sideration of all relevant circumst¬ 
ances the government ot Maharashtra 
considers that it will be more 
appropriate tor the oh|ective of 
achicMiig proper and balanced de¬ 
velopment of the area to appoint the 
City and Industrial Development Cor¬ 
poration ol Mahaiashtra to he the 
special planning authority in place of 
BMRDA ■' As a result, about 2,(KKI 
to 3.(UK) acres ot land W'ere brought 
under the uibanisable /one Obvious¬ 
ly, the govetnmeni feels that it will be 
easiei to release land to builders 
throuizh the ( IDCf) than the 
BMRDA. 

What has imensed the locals. 
howe\ei .ire lumoiiis that these two 
oi thiee thousand acres, leserved m 
the “fi' (ereenl /one have already 
been allotted to some intliiential peo¬ 
ple such as the Rahepis, Hirananda 
nis, Diwans and Mitt.ils The geneial 
. ,ippiehenMon is tli.it the government is 
*^b.isK.illv tr\ing to accommodate the 
buikleis. who were disappointed bv 
the e.irlier Bombay High Court stay 
order on the .'88 plots that the govern- 
laent sought to dcicseivo in Bombay 
last yetir 

I'he V'.isai uihtkti is caught between 
the building and anti-building lobbies 
Ot the hitter the Haren Vastii Protec¬ 
tion Soi iet\ , the V'.isai Waehwa Saniiti 
<ind olhei enviionnienlalists are quite 
active .Sudhii Phadke president ot 
the V.isai Wachw.i .S.imiti. insists that 
the gc'vernment has no need for any 

Meanwhile. Sonawane and 
Kharay had yet another problem 
on their hands; the doctors at 
Bhahha Hospital wanted to dis- 
^ charge the infant a,s she had reco¬ 
vered and. pressed for space, the 
htrspital authorities could no longer 
keep her m their intensive care 
unit The policemen approached 
the Manav Seva Sangh <MSS). to 
take care of the girl, but the MSS 
officials “didn't want to get mixed 
up in a case that involved court 
hassles". So she was moVed instead 
to the Shraddhanand Mahila 
Ashram (SMA), The police offl- 
eials had even planned a naming 
ceremony for the baby on 2 June, 
but It was cancelled after the SMA 
officials objected, as it didn’t con¬ 
form to their rules. 

But as Kharay points out, “The 
policemen had already named her 
Bharati and were initially excited 


more in Au- 

he says. 
more than 20,000 
acres were shitted I 
from the "G ” to the ■ 

“R" (residential) I 
zone —1 e from B 
khar (marshes that 
provide natural ■ ✓"V —C 

drainage) to urba-■ 
nisable land. 

Besides, in the HI 
absence of infras- H\ 
tructural facilities \ . 

like w a t e I a n d H A 
transport, some 
20,000 illegal flats ^B 
lie vacant Another ■ Vrltvr'TMw 
4,311 flats are still ■'O-f 

under construction ^H 
And those who ^H 1 

live there, do ^H 
not have it easy 
either Water is big 
business here, with ^^B 
an annual turnovei ^^B 
estimated at Rs ^^B 
four crores bach 
family spends a 
minimum of Rs 2.S0 
per month ^^H 

for a tanker ot ^^H 
water 

Although aware 

of the problcms.H^^BB^BIHii 
Vijay Anand Patil, secretary of Vasai 
Vikas Rozgar Bachao Samiti, says that 
the construction activities have given 
employment to over one and a half 

about holding a small ceremony at 
the police station itseif and ^tri- 
buted pedhas, etc;” Whife Bliarati 
may have missed emf op, the 
celebration, she has been iho’ cen¬ 
tre of media attention. “The baby 
is both fortunate and unfortunate,*’ 
says Kharay, “and since her pa¬ 
rents haven’t yet come lorward'fo 
claim her, we’re her eJaanants as 
well as her parents." But Bharati’s 
fate is to be decided by the judicial 
magi^rate who will tlile whether 
she goes into a temapd home like 
many other unfortunate, aban¬ 
don^ children, oir whether she is 
put upfoy adopitiah. Or, perhaps, if 
she is (iKSfcy, there may still be a 
ha;^y conciusion to the story: her 
parents may have a change of heart 
and conie forward to daim their 
daughteir. But wi^.each passing 
day, tbai po^bility becomes more 
and ihoTp Tcmofo.' • 
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lakh people .ind th.it it wouiil be 
difficult to stop them now "We li.ive 
taken lo.ins tor .ibout 72 lIors liom 
thiee eoopeiative b.mks, ' he evpl.iiiis, 
“and will be un.ible to lep.is Iheni i( 
this building activity is stopped " On 
the other h.ind, I’h.idke .irgiies tli.it 
construction on A/i./r, w liuh pimides 
natur.il dr.im.ige to the lush western 
peripheiv of this uilukii. would 
ruin the rich veget.ition on the l.ind 
The housing business is primalilv in 
the hands of lot.il builders Some of 
them meicly serve as fionts tot bigger 
businessmen Among the Bombay 
builders reportediv involved are Hlia- 
nandani (with 1,2(X) acres) and Rahe 
ja and Diwan (both with i‘i() aercs) 
•The politicians whose names keep 
coming up in the .iftair are Ram Rao 
Adik. Sushil Kumar Shinde, Nakul 
Patil and, ol lourse, Pawai 
After all this, the 14 Mav notifica¬ 
tion making t'lDC'O the deciding au¬ 
thority on land sale might worsen the 
situation People feel that once ( ID- 
CO starts laying down the parameters 
of land use, the money-m.ikmg syn¬ 
drome of dereservation might begin 
all over again • 

0(gu TeUlt/Bombay 
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I To plus-two 


I The academic climate hots up as the LDF tries to 
\ push through its new education policy 


I [j, Kerala, the mdst 
/y literate state in the 

country, education is 
not only big business 
but also a major poli- 
tical issue that can 
upset governments. 

KERALA The ruling Left 
wmmmmmmimmmm Democratic Front's 
(LDF) decision to introduce the plus- 
two system (PTS) in schools in order 
to delink the pre-degree courses from 
the universities has stirred a hornet’s | 
ne.st The decision, according 

to the state education minister, is in 
accordance with the guidelines laid 
down by the University Grants Com¬ 
mission (UGC), but the Congress(l)- 
led Opposition in the state has raised 
an outcry against the policy. 

In fact, the Congrcss(I) is trying to 
settle old scores with the LDF Four I 
years back, when T.M. Jacob, the for¬ 
mer education ministci in the United 
Democratic Front (UDF) govern¬ 
ment, headed by K Karunakaran, 
tried to introduce the same system and 
decided to set up a board for the pre- 
degree courses, the LDF began a 
widespread agitation to scuttle the 
move 

The LDF movement against the 
UDF policy was spearheaded by the 
predominantly Marxist university em¬ 
ployees, who adopted the tactics of 
delaying the publication of the PTS 
results that year in ordertopressureihe 
UDF into submission But the Karu¬ 
nakaran regime thought it could have 
its way by by-passing the university 
employees and made alternative 
arrangements for the publication of 
the results Unfortunately for the 
UDF. the effort ended in a major 
fiasco, with gross irregularities being 
discovered in the declared results. 

It was largely because of this scan¬ 
dal that the UDF was trounced in the 
1987 Assembly elections But four 
year later, the LDF, which rode to 
power on the crest of the anti-PTS 
agitation, has decided to do a volte- 
face. Education minister K. Chan- 
drashekharan is trying to introduce 
more or less the same scheme that 
Jacob had drawn up. 
Chandrashekharan has been justify¬ 


ing his stand by saying that the PTS 
was being introduced to implement 
the LJGC scheme for college teachers 
The UGC has stipulated that pie 
degree classes be delinked from uni¬ 
versity education The government 
plans to introduce the PTS in one gov - 
ernment school in each of the 31 edu¬ 
cational districts in the stale Howev¬ 
er, Chandrashekhaian has added that 
the pre-degree courses in colleges 
would continue under the universities 
till they are fully replaced with the 
PTS in .schools. The PTS would be 
placed under the director of public 
instructions and would not affect the 
college teachers 

Strangely, Chandrashekhar.m now 
feels that the introduction of the P'l S 
was long overdue. One of the leasons 
why the PTS became unavoidable is 
that the number of seats offered in 
pre-degree courses by the colleges is 
far too inadequate to cope with the 
pressure for admissions This has lead 



to the mushrooming of private col¬ 
leges in the state, a phenomenon that 
is resented by most university vice 
chancellors Moreover, a record 56 
per cent pass in the school leaving 
examination this year aggravated the 
crisis and the government was forced 
to introduce the PTS, as thousands of 
students would have landed up in pri¬ 
vate colleges otherwise In addition, 
the government’s financial position 
(the LDF spends about .50 per cent of 
the state’s revenue on education) is 
precarious It was in no position, 
therefore, to lose the mass of students 
to pnvate in.stitutions And. to make 
the private schools less viable, Chan¬ 
drashekharan has declared that the 
PIS would not be introduced in them. 

Another factor that influenced the 
LDF to abandon its earlier stand of 
opposing the introduction of the PTS 
in schools IS the high incidence-of drug 
addiction in colleges Savs Chan¬ 
drashekharan “1 W'as shocked and 
pained at seeing the amount of drug 
addiction among college students It 
was one of the reasons that prompted 
the government to introduce the PTS 
so that students can be retained in 
school for a longer period ” 

Meanwhile, T M Jacob, who is at 
present an MLA, has demanded that 
the l.,DF should issue an apology for 
having launched an agitation against 
the previous UDF regime on this 
issue. Said K C Venugopal, president 
of the Kerala Students’ Union (KSU- 
1) Students Federation of India “The 
(students wing of the CPl-M) had 
stoutly opposed the move earlier. 
What have they to say now about the 
latest move of the government'^’’ The 
KSU(I) and the Congress(I) have 
jointly planned to launch a fierce cam¬ 
paign against the the LDF’s policy, 
and seem determined to pay the 
LDF back in its own coin 
The LDF, on the other hand, is 
gearing up to foil the Congress(I)’s 
agitation plans. The CPI(M) state 
secretary, V.S Achutanandan, has 
urged the people to back the LDF on 
this issue and has asked the powerful 
university unions to fall in line with 
the official policy Says Achutanandan 
about the LDF’s decision- “It (the 
PTS) IS not only distinct from the 
scheme evolved by the previous gov¬ 
ernment but also conforms with the 
national pattern.” But the Congress(l) 
is unlikely to give up without a fight 
and it seems that the academic atmos¬ 
phere IS going to hot up in the coming 
months. • 

Sn»dhv may/nUruvaaantltapi**^^ 
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Taking a stand 

The DMK government bans a pro-LTTE 
convention in Thanjavur 


^ ^ ^ Tamils seem to have 
a natural liking for ti¬ 
gers In Thanjavui 
and several other 
towns in southern 
Tamil Nadu, posters 
- have appeared which 
TAMIL NADLI state “In the land 
where the tiger-flag 
fluttered during the Chola period, 
there will now he a meeting of the 
friends of the Tigers toi proclaiming 
the right to self-deteriTiination “ The 
posters were splashed m connection 
. with a conference that was to be held 
T'from 9-10 June in Thanjavui orga¬ 
nised by the Tami/hai Desiya lyak- 
kam (Tamil Nationalist Movement) 

The lyakkam is headed bv the for¬ 
mer Congressman, P Nedumaran, 
who IS said to be closer to the Sri 
Lankan militant Tamil outfit. Libera¬ 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). It 
was, in fact. Nedumaian who had in¬ 
ternationalised the Lankan ethnic 
problem In the foimcr Con¬ 

gress leader had led a long march’ 
from Madurai to the coastal town of 
Rameswaram. and was arrested after, 
he jumped into the sea m a piofessed 
attempt to swim across the Palk Straits 
to Sn Lanka 

The choice of Thanjavur as the 
venue for the conference was signifi- 
^ cant because much of the L ITE’S acti¬ 
vities in Tamil Nadu arc concentrated 
along the Thanjavur coast, which is 
closest to the northern Jaffna peninsu¬ 
la in Sn Lanka 

A spate of recent meetings and con¬ 
ferences held by the pro-ITTE orga¬ 
nisations has been making waves in 
the media and drawing criticism from 
such parties as the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), which has been accusing 
the DMK government, headed by 
chief minister Muthuvel Karunanidhi 
of turning a blind eye to an overtly 
secessionist campaign in the state The 
state BJP president, V. Vijayaragha- 
vulu, has reacted sharply to the 
goings-on in the state He has shot a 
telegram to Prime Minister V P 
Singh, complaining against the DMK 
government for having given permis¬ 
sion to the lyakkam to hold the Than¬ 
javur conference. 


The conference, Nedumaran 
claimed, was only aimed at pressuring 
the Centre into giving more powers to 
the states and denied any separatist 
designs He was particularly piqued at 
the B.TP’s attempt to sabotage'die con¬ 
ference from the beginning. He 
seemed even more annoyed at the 
DMK government which, he said, was 
"playing a double role" on the Lankan 
issue On the one hand, Karunanidhi 


a jolt when the state home secretary, 
R Nagarajan, announced late on 6 
June that the Thanjavur conference 
had been banned because it was found 
that certain photographs, posters and. 
banners exhibited at the conference 
venue could affect the relations be¬ 
tween the governments of India and 
Sn Lanka and also between the Tamils 
of the two countries Later, chief 
minister M Kaiunanidhi, however, 
told the media that the government 
had not given any permission to the 
lyakkam to hold the conference in the 
first place, and so the question of with¬ 
drawing It did not arise 

Meanwhile, the police seized some 
25 photographs from an exhibition 
which was being held at the venue of 
the conference besides arresting three 
---— ..— . . ..-n 
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was speaking of the atrocities commit¬ 
ted on the Tamils in Sn Lanka and, on 
the other, he was banning the confer¬ 
ence and the exhibition, regretted 
Nedumaran 

However, the DMK government 
stuck to Its stand and took the lyak¬ 
kam chief into preventive custody on 
the eve of the conference The stale 
police also dismantled the pandal put 
up at the venue and a large police 
picket was posted there. Government 
sources revealed that the banning 
order followed a note of warning 
issued by the Union home ministry 
which expressed concern at the laxity 
shown by the state administration in 
countering such ‘separatist’ tendencies 
m the past one year But for this com¬ 
munique from Delhi, the DMK gov¬ 
ernment would have turned a blind 
eye at this conference, the sources 
stated. 

However, the BJP's outcry forced 
the government out of its stupor. The 
lyakkam chief. Nedumaran, received j 


lyakkam office-bearers Nedumaran 
reacted angrily to this move and de¬ 
clared that he would defy the ban and 
hold the conference, which he 

claimed, was not intended to hurt the 
unity and integrity of India or Indo- 
Lankan relations 

Nedumaran pointed out that the 
photographs seized by the police had 
been circulating in Tamil Nadu for a 
long time “In fact, some of these pic¬ 
tures ha\ e been published in Murasoli, 
the official organ of the DMK Why 
make a fuss over them now? ” asked 
Nedumaran, who has all along been a 
virulent critic of KarunanidhTs new¬ 
found love for the LTTE 

Apparently, Karunanidhi has acted 
in time to prevent the Thanjavur con¬ 
ference under Delhi’s pressure. But 
It remains to be seen whetner he will 
be able to take adequate steps to root 
out the nascent Tamil separatism 
altogether. • 
ff. Bluigwmn Sh^h/Madrma 
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The slanging match 

The Association of Indian Cricketers confronts the Board 


ntlian ciicket is all set to enter a 
new phase Ami as in the past 
when amateurism gave way to 
the more clown-to-caith cash 
transactions, there are elements 
! of confusion, heaitburn and mis- 
I understandings But the moves made 
I by the Board of Control for Cricket in 
i India (BCCI) hold out the promise of 
I a bettei future both for the game and 
I Its players 

I Cricket and its administration have 
j both been alteied through the years in 
! order to keep pace with the changing 
I time When the “gentlemen” conde- 
I sccnded to meet the “players”, there 
i was a tacit understanding that 
amateurism was still m vogue Gra¬ 
dually, cricket became a profession for 
some, which gained prominence when 
Kerry Packer, revolutionised the very 
concept of the sport 
Since then, day-night games, dou¬ 
ble-wicket competitions and the like 
j have served to provide players with a 
j leverage to enhance income and make 
I the game really lucrative As a result, 
i Test cricket has lost its piemier posi- 
1 tion, and internationals no longer 
j mean just the five-day variety of the 
I game 

All these and more have gone into 
the working of the minds of Indian 
ciicketeis who have long felt the need 
for a better bargaining position vis-a- 
I VIS the Board They won an important 
I battle in the Supreme Court, only to 
I realise that it was a Pyrrhic victory— 

: because the Board struck back in no 
I uncertain terms Some of the leading 
players m the country found them- 
: selves out in the cold. New captains 
I were appomted, only to see them- 
: selves dumped m the very next round 
: of matches 

! These developments led to a 
i hardening of attitudes The players 
I did not make the mistake of crying for 
. public mercy as they had done initial- 
I ly And they substituted complacency 
, with quiet resolve They formed an 
i Association of Indian Cricketers 
i (.AIC ) with clear-cut objectives Some 
I of their aims were praiseworthy, while 
I others were dictated by the need to 
i protect their interests 
j The BCCTs working committee 


meeting in New Delhi early this 
month, used a combination of logic 
and law to strike down the association. 
“The aims-and objectives of the AIC 
(are) in conflict with the BCCT s con¬ 
stitution,” the working committee 
said. So, there was no question of 
granting recognition to it The BCCT 
secretary, Ranbir Singh, said the com¬ 
mittee had discussed the issue 
“minutely” before arriving at its deci¬ 
sion 

But the Board agreed to the long¬ 
standing demand of the senior players 
to make graded payments, in accord- 



B.N. Dirtt: a rabbar stamp? 


ance with their seniority. The proviso 
IS that the players must declare them¬ 
selves to be professionals ITie BC'CI 
had set up a committee to review the 
demands made by the players. The 
committee felt the Board already had 
a benevolent fund operating for the 
current players and the latter were 
getting interests on this. It also felt 
that this was an indirect gradation 
system and so there was no need for a 
review of this scheme- unless the 
players declared they were profes¬ 
sionals. 

In that case, a gradation system has 
been evolved, which states that, at the 
start of the scale, a player who has 
been capped between one and 20 
times would get ten per cent more 


than what he was being paid now. At 
the other end of the scale, a cricketer 
who had played more than 8(' times, 
would be given 'iO pci cent more than 
what the Boaid was paying foi each 
1'est match now A similar gradation 
system has also been evolved tor 
one-day internationals Howesci. this 
system would not h.ivc a retrospective 
effect 

These decisions could find the play¬ 
ers out III the cold Noi only has the 
Board refused to lecognise their asso¬ 
ciation, the plaveis will now have to 
admit they are professionals Accord- 



ing to cricket officials, this, in effect, 
means that the players would have to 
give up their lucrative jobs. BCCT 
payments to date have been on the 
basis of lump-sum amounts to 
amateurs playing the game 

But the players could take heart 
from the fact that working committee 
members found the selection of play¬ 
ers for the ensuing tour of England to 
be faulty and censured the selectors 
led by Raj Singh Dungarpur BCCI 
president B N Dutt said the constitu¬ 
tion did not allow him to be more than 
a “mere rubber stamp” of the selec¬ 
tion committee. 

There was widespread criticism in 
both the media and the Board over the 



SUNDAY law 
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dropping of some established players, 
the non-mclusion of some others and 
the lack of foresight in the absence 
from the team of at least one off- 
spinner and one more opening bats¬ 
man. It IS quite likely that there will be 
a change in the constitution of the 
Board when it meets next in Septem¬ 
ber The change will incorporate the 
steps the Board president can take if 
the selection committee errs in its 
judgement The president will also 
henceforth inform the selectors—im¬ 
mediately after they are elected— 
about the Board's policy with regard 
to the selection of players. 

The working committee members 
were shocked that players like Knsh- 
namachan Srikkanth and promising 
youngsters like Sourav Ganguly were 
Ignored by the selectors B N Dutt 
also disclosed how he had to put his 
foot down when Kapil Dev was axed 
from the squad selected for New 
Zealand earlier this year. The general 
feeling was that the selectors, by their 
whims, had eroded the confidence of 
the leading players in their own ability 
to play. 

^me members of the Board have 
gone furthei At a special general 
meeting of the BCCl, to be held in 
Bombay in August, some proposals 
will be discussed and, in all probabil¬ 
ity, accepted The first of these is a 
qualifying standard to be fixed for 
selectors. The proposal states that I 
only those cricketers who have played 
in a minimum of five Test matches or 
25 first class ties will be eligible to be 
chosen as selectors 

It this proposal is passed, it will 
mean the end of the Raj Singhs of 
cricket, who have not played any 
worthwhile ciickct but now stand as 
arbiters of the fate of Indian cricket in 
the international level It will also 
mean the induction of cricketers who 

I understand both the game and its 

j players 

; There is another proposal that seeks 
to limit the selectors’ period in office. 
At the moment, a selector is elected 
annually, but could be appointed for a 
succession of four years. 'TTie new idea 
is to curtail this period to just two. 
Annual elections will stay, but no 
selectors could be in office for more 
than two years in succession. 

Both these moves could help in 
clearing the air considerably, especial¬ 
ly after the experience with the pre¬ 
sent crop of selectors whom Mohinder 
Amamath described as a ‘bunch of 
jokers’. • 

AHfltarni/Cahutta 




CAPITAL MATTERS 


ANURAG MATHUR 


Delhi’s favourite games 


Some of the few sporting events India excels in 



very time there is 
an inlcrnaiidnal 
sporting competition 
of some sort, the ex¬ 
pectations of the 
other major coun¬ 
tries soar, while 
those of India wilt yet again We’ve 
seen India get trounced so often that a 
numb kind of resignation has set in. 
This applies to virtually every game 
Never before in the field of human 
sporting activity, have so many people 
been so bad, at so many different 
games, for so long 
It’s not that we don’t try. There is a 
large sports budget, ample per¬ 
quisites, considerable glory, yet oui 
sportsmen are relentless in their put- 


since no one else plays them, because 
there is little purpose in achieving 
greatness through lack of competition 
The trick is 1o win in areas in which 
everybody competes Since a talent 
hunt on an all-India basis would be too 
expensive and diffused, let us look for 
world beaters in and around Delhi 


F irst, of course, we need to identify 
the areas of sporting activity 7d 
start with, we could initiate a sport to 
compete with the British Channel 
Crossing which is so rcveied We 
could suggest Floor Crossing m its 
stead and the sight of the legendary 
Bhajan Lai standing in a langoth and 
slapping his thigh would frighten all 



In the field of 
back-stabbing 
there should 
bea 

nail-biting 
finish 
between 
Devi Lai and 
Chandra 
Shekhar 



suit of failure There could be two 
reasons lor this One, we may be 
naturally inferior at all sports; two, the 
games being played are not the one’s 
at which we are masters If the first is 
true, then ot course there’s nothing to 
be done, but our neighbours, Pakis¬ 
tan, Irom the same racial stock as us, 
are world champions at squash and 
cricket Other minute countries, for 
example, Sweden, with a population 
slightly less than Delhi's, routinely 
produce stars in tennis and table ten¬ 
nis It stands to reason therefore that 
we are not playing in those sports that 
we excel in 

It IS not enough to suggest that we 
should play kabaddi and giUi danda. 


contenders Who else has his skill, his 
experience, his sheer ability? Next we 
could enter the realm of nfle shooting 
Taking pot shots at clay pigeons is too 
prosaic for us, we should offer instead 
the toast of Meham, Ajay Singh, in 
the exciting new sport of Machine- 
Gunning Unarmed People Our hero 
would be unchallenged here 

And why not try tor both the gold 
and silver medals in the field of back- 
stabbing It should be a nail-biting fin¬ 
ish between the old master Devi Lai 
and that up and coming young Turk, 
Chandra Shekhar Next we could 
move to the subtle sport of Bribe Ex¬ 
tracting. This IS not for the rough and 


rehdy types, but takes finesse and de¬ 
cades of practice to reach that stage of 
perfection where the victim is actually 
pleased that the bribe he offered has 
graciously been taken 

We could then suggest an event in 
Sidc-Stepping Responsibility (I am 
not completely sure, but I think a 
modest start may already have been 
made by starting this as an optional 
subject at the IAS Academy m Mus- 
soune ) Of course, many amateurs are 
already clogging this sport, but they 
would have to observe the true ma.s- 
ters at work, whose skill lies in side¬ 
stepping without appearing to move at 
all At the end of their motionless 
movement, the audience is so flum¬ 
moxed that they depart wondering 
what the fuss was all about This is 
known as the Botors Effect and is the 
equivalent ol Nadia Comaneci’s per¬ 
fect 10 in Ciymnastics 

An accompanying event is called 
Denying You Ever Said It This occurs 
a day after the papers hit the stands 
and some adroit souls will soon no 
doubt start issuing denials before they 
even give interviews, like that unique 
phenomenon called Anticipatory Bail 
It IS accompanied by the Passing The 
Buck manoeuvre in which responsibil¬ 
ity IS passed down to the lowest official 
available and jailable 
Then there are the purely cerebral 
spiorts Prominent among them is the 
Blame The Press For It event. The 
true artists here are those who are able 
to take such unrelated items as their 
losing an election because the electo¬ 
rate doesn’t like getting shot at, and 
blaming the capitalist press for it 
Similarly there is the field of Calling 
The Shots Even After Resigning, in 
which, it is rumoured, the prize will 
always be called the Chautala Cup. 

The above is only a tentative list 
and if we put our collective minds to 
work, we could develop a much longer 
one. They are events that are prac¬ 
tised all over the world, but nowhere 
have they reached that pitch of blissful 
perfection that they have achieved 
here. We stand an excellent chance of 
sweeping the Olympic medals in these 
events • 
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ODDS AND TRENDS 


A palace 
crumbles? 

■ India’s conservationists 
will never run out of 
passionate causes to 
espouse Thanks to the 
government’s lackadaisical 
approach in maintaining 
India’s ancient monuments 
The latest such furore 
concerns one ol Delhi's 
most distinguished 
buildings, Bhagirath 
Palace The monument 
located m Chandm Chowk 
IS going to he demolished 
soon, to make way for a 
high-rise building 
Conservationists as well as 
the Indian National Trust 
for Architecluial and 
Cultural Heritage 
. (INTACH) are astounded 
by the maimei in which the 
government is permitting 
yet aiiothei historical 
building in the hub of the 
I ity to be razed 

Bhagirath Palace is 
pie.sently the mam 
wholesaie maikcl foi 
electrical goods and 
medical instruments 
Architects in the capital 
believe that the palace has 
architectural significance as 





it IS one of the best 
examples of colonial 
buildings constructed at a 
time when Europe was 
experiencing a revival of 
classical Greco-Roman 
architecture. The only way 
to prevent the palace from 
coming down wciuld be to 
take the matter to court 
But as It always happens, in 
these cases fNTACI 1 
cannot afford to get 
embroiled in a lengthy 
litigation 

Ignorance is 
miss 

■ The Kani tribal belt, 
some 40 kms from the state- 
capital ol Kerala has 
remained completely 


impervious to all efforts to 
be educated And not 
surprisingly, this has 
perturbed officials of the 
state education 
department, who take 
immense pride in the state s 
remarkable progress in 
literacy programmes The 
17,(X)0-odd 

tribals—Kannikkaras—are¬ 
as determined to remain 
ignorant. 

Apart from the tribals 
themselves, the biggest 
problem is the hilly terrain 
of the region It takes one 
whole day’s trek to reach 
the interior settlements No 
wonder then, that most 
one-day literacy surveys 
have bypassed many parts 
of the tnbal stretch. The 
training of instructors 
which IS drawing to a close 
in other districts, is yet to 
rake off m the tribal 
stretches 

At the moment, litcracv 
officials feci that the only 
way to bi eak the deadlock 
IS by enticing the tribesmen 
with some material 
incentives like free rations. 
oT a dhoti But, given the 
tribals’ aversion to 
education, they’re likely to 
spurn this otfer too 


Sailing solo 

■ “Give boat, will sail,” 
seems to be the motto of 
Commodore Surrendra 
Kumar Mongia, who plans 
to circumnavigate the 
globe He has the backing 
of the Indian Navy in this 
endeavour. which is 
expected to take 18 
months If he achieves his 
aim, he will be the first 
Indian to sail around the 
world alone Previously, 
the Jaykus. Tnshna and 
Samudra circled the globe, 
but with manv-membered 


Mongia was obsessed by 
one passion all along—to 
face the challenge of the 
world’s oceans on his own. 
Mongia is so confident of 
securing a boat and 
succeeding in his mission 
that he has already planned 
to write a book on his 
travels, based on his cruise 
diary. In fact, he even has a 
title for the book "Tall 
tales of the sea’’ or “sailing 
tall”. Tall talk or will the 
determined seaman fulfil 
his promises'' 


MILESTONES 


RESIGNED: P. Shiv Shankar, leadei of the C’ongress(l) 
in the Rajya Sabha, on .t| May, aftei he was persistently 
defied and humiliated by his party members on the floor of 
the.Plousc. 

RESIGNED: N.K.P. Salve, deputy leader of the Congress 
in the Rajya Sabha, on 31 May, on the same grounds 

VISITED; Prime Minister V.P. Singh went to Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, to take part in the G-15 summit on 31 
May. 

APPOINTED: Pargat Singh as skipper of the Ih-membcr 
Indian hockey team for the seven-nation BMW Cup 
tournament in Amstelveen, Holland 

RESIGNED: Nirmal Kumar Mukarji, Governor of 
Punjab, on 1 June He had assumed office on 8 December. 
1989, after the National Front government came to power. 

ABDUCTED AND RELEASED: Yusuf Jameel, 

correspondent of The Telegraph, was picked up from h.s 
house in Srinagar on 2 June by the Indian Army 
personnel. He was freed on 3 fune, after 29 hours in the 
custody of a Gorkha Rifles unit. 


ARRESTED; SImranjeet Singh Mann, the Akali 
Dal(Mann) president, on 5 June while he and his 
supporters were on then w.tv lo the (julden Temple, to 
attend a convention marking the sivih anniversary of 
Operation Bluestar 

FELICITATED: Dr Dhrubajyoti Ghosh has been m this 
year’s Global .sOOioli o( lionoui ol the Liniied Nation’s 
Environment Piogi aninie I )r Ghosh is famous for the 
remarkable campaign he has led to save Calcutta’s fragile 
wetlands without which the sity would he lost to pollution 

ARRESTED: The Mirwaiz of south Kashmir. Dr Qazi 
Nasser, Imni Ins Anantnag residence on 7 June 

VISITED: Krishna Prasad Bhattaral, the Nepalese Prime 
Minister, came to New Delhi on a three-day tnp for 
bilaieral negotiations with the Indian Prime Minister V P. 
Singh 

ANNIVERSARY: The Assam Tribune celebrated its 
golden jubilee This newspaper has played a distinctive 
role in the social, cultural and political life of the 
north-east. 


tUNMY 17-2S Jims lan 

















RANDOM NOTES 


Amiwrsitows 


■ Former Bihar 
PCC(l) chief Tariq 
Anwar has got the Con¬ 
gress high command 
thinking. 

Anwar formed an orga¬ 
nisation within the party, 
called Jan Astha, and re¬ 
cently called a meeting of 
its members (including for¬ 
mer Bihar CM Bhagwat 
Jha Azad). Jagannath Mis- 
hra, regarding this as an 
unseemly show of strength 
against him, served Anwar 
with a show-cause notice, 
asking him why he had 
done so, despite a ban on 
all such get-togethers. 

Anwar had his reply 
ready, There was nothing 
in the party constitution, he 
said, that forbade the 
formation of such organisa¬ 
tions. If that had been the 
case then Jagannath Mishra 
wouldn’t have been able to 
form the Jan Vikas Manch; 
Bansi Lai his Haryana 
Vikas Manch; Rameshwar 
Neekhra and Aslam Sher 



T«rf(| Anwar: cot Ummii 


IChaxi woaldp’t have made 
attempt to op the 
Madhya Pradeah Vikas 
Manch. There wouldn’t 
.tiaye l»«ea a Congress 
'Spciatist Fonim headed by 
V.N. Gadgil, a Congress 
I'icntttn of Action, Balram 
Jahlu^’s' Bharat Krishak 
Sngal ACd Jaibr Sbaiief $ 
•Mit-Aiifia: ■ 

jqs^ed Anwar. 

anti¬ 

tanoAi t7—es Jxw 


HEARD IN RAIL BHA VAN 

If the railways minister stayed 
any longer in the United States, 
we'd have to rename him 
George Washington. 

A DISGUSTED BUREAUCRAT 


party about Jan Astha: it 
was merely an anti- 
communal front. 

So, why was he the only 
one to be served with such 
a notice? 

Did it have something to 
do with the Congress' chief 
factotum R.K Dhawan'^ 


For God’s sake! 

■ Vice-president S.D. 

Sharnitt’s magnificent 
obsession with leligious 
places IS well-known. And 


sure enough, when he vi¬ 
sited Vallabh Vidyanagar, 
Gujarat, to inaugurate an 
international youth fete 
organised by the Swami- 
nathan sect, he decided to 
take in the nearby Dakore 
temple as well. 

Leading an impressive 
entourage, the vice- 
president arrived at the 
shrine at 2,30 pm—a good 
one and a half hours before 
the official darshan was to 
oimmence. 

But no, Sharma wasn’t 
kept waiting. Instead, the 
deity’s siesta was inter¬ 


All the Punjab players 

a Vlrandra Vamwt The new Governor is a Jat 
from Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh. His appointment 
has been widely cnticised as he has little or no 
expertise vis a vis Punjab affairs. His involvement with 
the state is restricted to the fact that one of his 
sons-in-law is a Sikh. Owes allegiance to the Tau, and 
the former Lok Oal (B) group, and is bound to 
encourage the activities of Badal 

■ Mtifd MohanmuMl Ssywitd: As far as policy 
formulation on the state goes, the home minister's is 
merely a formal role. All reports come to his ministry 
but under the new dispensation, all powers have been 
given to the Governor. Though, he will, of colirse 
implement the Centre’s policy 

The external affairs minister and MP 
from Puniab is soft on the Akalis After all. they desisted 
from putting up a candidate against him during the 
election to the Lok Sabha. Consequently, Gujral is a 
softlinerasfar as Punjab affairs go. But, untortunately, 
nobody pays him much attention these days 

■ ttvsah Chandra: Leads the hardliner brigade 
and implements the dictates of the Aron Nehru-Mufti 
Moharrimad Sayeed lobby The home secretary, 
however, has a tough opponent m this endeavour the 
Raja’s favourite bureaucrat Vinod Pande 

^ ....p . ,1 . -- 

■ VhaodPnidc: The Cabinet secretary's brief on 
Punjab extends to opposing every move of Naresh 
Chandra. This, despite the fact ihat he is as much of a 
hardliner as his arch-enemy. 


rupted tn allow the visiting 
dignitary to pay his re¬ 
spects 

This, while the other de¬ 
votees were waiting pa¬ 
tiently m the sweltering 
heat 


Timed out 

B C'ongress chief minis- ' 
ters have decided to I 
get tough with party presi- j 
dent Rajiv Gandhi j 

Recently, when Gandhi 
ticked off Andhra Pradesh j 
chief minister C'henna Red- ! 







Sharad Pawar: making hia 
point 

dy and Maharashtra CM 
Sharad Pawar foi not meet¬ 
ing him when they were in 
Delhi, the erring leaders 
nearly chewed off then 
great leader’s cars 

Reddy ictoited that he 
had left several requests for 
an appointment with Gan¬ 
dhi’s secretary V George, 
only to have them ignored 
Pawar made clear that as 
chief minister he had plenty 
of work awaiting him back 
in Mahaiashtra and he 
couldn’t afford to hang 
around endlessly waiting 
until Rajiv had a free mo¬ 
ment 

If, however, Rajiv gave 
him a specific date and time 
when they could meet, he 
would definitely drop in 

Gandhi got the message. 
And the next time Pawar 
visited Delhi, the appoint¬ 
ment iVas ail too easy to 
make. • 











Hindu-Hindu, 

bhai-bhai 

■ As a rule, the Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party 
<BJP) doesn’t assign any 
importance to international 
relations. (So what if party 
leader Atal Behari Va¬ 
jpayee was once minister 
for external affairs!) 

Heads of state and gov¬ 
ernment may come calling, 
Congress president Rajiv 
Gandhi and leaders of the 
left may pay them courtesy 
visits; but as far as the BJP 
is concerned, the dignitar¬ 
ies may never have been 
around. 

It thus came as a surprise 


HL.ARD IN I HE LOK SABHA 

Every Janata Dal MP has been 
elected because of Bofors. 
Each one of them is a son of a 
gun. 

VASANT SATHE, CONGRESS(I) MP 



taken on the role of Jba’s 
officn! guardian angel. 

In a letter congratulating 
Jha on his appointment, his 
predecessor Sharada Pra¬ 
sad enumerated several dos 
and don’ts that the new 
information advisor must 
follow, if he IS to succeed in 
his job 

Partying into the late 
night IS out; that time is 
best devoted to protecting 
the Prime Minister’s in- 


> terests 

Cultivating certain sec¬ 
tions of the media is out; 
the rest of the pack will 
soon be baying for your 
blood 

Never identify yourself 
too closely with any mem¬ 
ber of the PM’s inner circle; 
the composition of his 
coterie changes all too 
often, 

Jha should instead con¬ 
centrate on winning over 



BAROMETER 


India's friends in the international " 
community 

I USA: V.P. Singh seems to be a favourite with the 
Americans, who believe that he will last his full term 
The Arpericans have supported India on Kashmir and 
put pressure on'Pakistan—which's something they 
would have never done in the past 


L.K. Advani: why Um 
otwncaofhmflT 

to most when the BJP pul¬ 
led all stops out when 
Nepalese Pnme Minister, 
K.P. Bhattarai arrived in 
India on a slate’visit. Party 
president L.K. Advani, for 
bne, remained closeted 
with him for over an hour. 

But, perhaps, it’s not so 
surprising, after all. Nepal 
is a Hindu kingdom, 
Nepalese banks the safest 
resting places for BJP 
funds, and such party lead¬ 
ers as Rajmata Vijayaraje 
Scindia have plenty of rela¬ 
tives across the border. 


Dos and donuts 

■ Prem Shankar Jha 
may have been 
appointed information 
advisor to the Raja, but 
H,Y. Sharada Prasad has 
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USSR: Gorbachev is too busy witn his own problems 
to care about tndia's. The Soviets have not been too 
vocal on Kashmir in international forums In the past, 
they would have gone out of their way to champion 
India's cause, 

Chfnai Has been surprisingly everi-handed on the 
Kashmir issue and seems sincere about improving 
relatione vyi^ India. V.P. Singh says that relations with 
China are congenial and neither side suspects the ' 
other of doing arything underhand 

ftH* India’s relations with this island republic have 
been severed arid diplomatic ties suspended India has 
raised strong obiechons to the suppression of Fijians of 
Indian origin. It id also Opposed to Malaysia's training of 
the Fijian Army. 

Burmik: By owet%ln^ Burma on his way to 
Kuala LUmpur, V.P. Singh sent a message to Burma’s 
military rlilers, urging tfwm to accept the democratic 
verdict against (hem and step down India hae 
consistently supported the pro-democracy movement 
•In Burma and that country's military Junta Is 
consequently, extremely cjool towards lndia.-ND Indian 
loumaliet has been allowjwlhte Burmajp recent tinrn. 


the vernacular press; nfea/’i', 
the permanent power I 
centre. ■ ' 


Thestars 

foretell 

■ Cabinet secretary 
Vi nod Pandc is 
rapidly becoming the 
second most powerful man 
in the country. And his j 
importance can be gauged 
by the ever-mcreasing num¬ 
ber of sycophants doing 
obeisance to him at every 
available opportunity. 

Minister of state fW hu¬ 
man resource development 
Chimanbhai Mehta is the 
latest entrant to the Pan^ 1 



Vinod Ramte: if« «H In th* 

stars 

fan club. When the Prime 
Minister’s entourage land¬ 
ed at Delhi airport after its 
Malaysian sojourn., ■ 
Mehta—after saying a cur¬ 
sory namaskar to the 
Raja—zeroed in mi Pande. 

“J have heard that you 
are a great astrologer,” he 
said. 

“Yes,” countered a vis¬ 
ibly pleased cabinet secret¬ 
ary, “but how do yofi 
know, Mr Mehta.” 

“Ah,” replied the mjws- 
ter, “my wife; is & «««*: 
admirer of your takht and 
-she told me about yon. . 

wants to meet y«>u so^- 
thue and ! would Jike * 
to come to a fuoctioir ift- 
Ahmedabad aa chiel' 

ances are anyttumj^to Ah 
by—aidtabiy '"f'l 

•UNDAT 17—63 Jun« IflV) 
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have built Total Reliability into our rangeof portable generators 
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l.V.i-U;Aivl 

I Tail promises 

i i^_ 

i ^Thc cover story por- 
j I traved the crisis laced 
i bv the Nation.il bront go\- 
i einnient < I he ',/>irii oj I97^K 
! —y lune) '( he lanata Dal 
‘ which came to power bv 
; riding on the crest ot the 
anti-C'ongicss wave, now 
finds Itself caught between 
the devil and the deep sea 
V P Singh himself is a 
media-made personality 


indecisiveness and inability 
to control the violence has 
led to the loss of a number 
of precious lives 

V P Singh’s govern¬ 
ment has billed in other 
spheies too The PM’s fai¬ 
lure to bring down the 
prices of essential commod¬ 
ities has led to widespicad 
inflation Besides, the stig¬ 
ma ot Meham will leave a 
permanent mark on the 
electoral history v't India as 
well as on the credibility ot 
the National Front govern¬ 
ment rhe PM has betrayed 
the people ol India flc 
should make an eltori lu 
win back the corilidence ol 
the people who had voted 
his government to power 

Chllra Hanharan, Madras (Tamil 
Nadu) 

■ Onecertainlv feels let 
down by the performance 
of the NP government '1 he 
Janata Dal’s silence over 
the 'Meham issue, mnei- 
party bickering, failure to 



V.P. Singh with Janata Dal leaders: providing no solutions 


who became powerful only 
because of his promises of 
ftrrming a 'clean’ govern¬ 
ment Unfortunately, now 
he finds himself party to the 
same evils which came to 
be associated with Rajiv 
Ciandhi’s regime 
After the Janata Dal 
assumed office last year, 
thcie has been an increase 
in the strife and turmoil in 
the country While the 
situation in Kashmii has de- 
leiiorated, there has been 
an upsurge of violcnee in 
Pimtabtoo 'The Centre’s 


cheek the spiralling prices 
of essential commodities, 
and inability to deal with 
the subversive elements in 
Puniab and Kashmir have 
undermined any good work 
that the government might 
have done 

Shalabh Saxana, Ahmadabad 
(au/aral) 

■ The rumblings of dissent 
within the National Front 
have turned into roars of 
opposition as Devi Lai has 
come out in public to com¬ 
bat 'V P Singh The BJP is 
sore over the removal of 


Jagmohan, while the Janata 
Dal has soured its relations 
with the left over the 
Ayodhya issue The electo¬ 
rate IS wild with V P Singh 
fv)r his inability to check 
prices Finally, the Con¬ 
gress! I) IS not going to keep 
silent over the Kashmir 
issue 

With Pakistan close on 
oiii borders, and the Indian 
Cabinet unable to decide 
on the ncKt step, the future 
appears to he bleak for 
VP Singh Ironically, if he 
IS to survive, he needs the 
siippoit of the very people 
who aie viut to wreck him 
Vljaya Moorthy, Puna 
(Maharashtra) 

Hindi vs Eii^ ish 

T he declaration of Hindi 
as the official language 
of littar Pradesh hy chief 
immstei Mulayam Smgti 
Yadav, has been vehement¬ 
ly opposed by Khushwant 
Singh (Sending kn^lish to 
nnrntiy, 6—12 Mav) Singh 
has not viewed the matter 
in Its entirely 

Hindi IS the only lan¬ 
guage that IS understood by 
dll 111 the state Urdu, 
though spoken hy the Mus¬ 
lims in the state, cannot 
replace Hindi because all 
those who speak or read 
Urdu can also .speak or 
read Hindi but not vice 
versa If we have Bengali 
for W'est Bengal, Oriya for 
Orissa, Tamil lor Tamil 
Nadu, T'elugu for Andhra 
Pradesh, why not Hindi for 
Uttar Pradesh’' Declaring 
Hindi as the state’s official 
language does not lessen 
the importance of English 
as the link language With 
English as the language of 
state administtation, the 
masses, who do not speak 
It. suffei a severe handicap 
Language should not be 
used as an instrument of 
dominance The colonial 
inheritance of English 
should be discarded. 
Satyatiao Poddar, Agartala 
(Tripura) 

■ Mulayam Singh Yadav’s 
tirade against English is un¬ 
warranted. After all, if his 



Mulayam Singh: 
anti-wgiiah stance 

son can attend an English 
medium school in the state, 
why can’t the others learn 
English too'^ Since so many a 
langugcs are spoken m In- ^ 
dia. It IS only natural that 
j English will be used as the 
j link language Also, what 
: happens when Indians go 
I abroad'’ Do they have to 
\ speak in the native tongue 
with foreigners too’’ 

Radhika Chaudhuiy, Calcutta 
(Waal Bengal) 

Back to 
bragging 

I t was quite hilarious to 
tind loudmouth Shat- 
rughan Sinha bragging once 
again ("lam rxubody's pri¬ 
vate property". 21 May —2 
June) Does he expect us to^ 
really believe that he was 

Shatnjghwi Sinha: 

■hooting off 
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GAUTAM PATOLE 


(ft offered the chief minis¬ 
tership of Bihar? What 
really shocked us was how a 
man like Amitabh Bach- 
chan could even agree to 
interview Shotgun'. 

Blbha$ Batumatary, Kokra/har 
(Aaaam) 

War is the 
answer 


I ndia may have become a 
rather dangerous place 
and things may seem to be 
sli[)ping out of control due 
to tins unprecedented situa¬ 
tion created bv extremists, 
terroiists and secessionists 
who die not only being 
actively encouraged by 
Pakistan but ate also being 
provided with very siibslan- 
,, tial material suppoit by 
“i, them both in Puniab and 
Kashmn of thr 

22—2KApiil) There IS, 
howevei, no need tor us to 
send wiong signals in panic 
At the most, ,ill ihis may 


on any challenge to pre¬ 
serve India's unity, integri¬ 
ty and sovereignty, and re¬ 
versing any aggression by 
making a rather good use of 
their now very well-stocked 
"dry” powder. On the 
other hand, this is )ust 
going to result in a crushing 
blow to the Pakistani mite, 
leading even to Bena.iir’s 
downfall and years of poli¬ 
tical instability, thus, en¬ 
ding miserably their dream 
of waging a thou.sand years 
war with India Under 
the cwcumstances, this 
seems to be the only way 
out ol meeting this sinister 
challenge by hitting hard at 
the basic source and icser- 
voir ot all our troubles 
S V Jaawal, New Delhi 

Denial 


W e arc surprised to find 
the icpctition of a 
baseless aii> gation about 
PLA trainine camps in 



Anti-India graffiti in Srinagar; aided by Pakistan? 


culminate in yet another 
bloody war with oui hostile 
neighbour. 

If does not matter much 
that Pakistan has consider¬ 
ably beefed up its forces 
with impressive strike re¬ 
serves and that its forces 
trained on Kashmir should 
not be taken so lightly be¬ 
cause, in the meantime, our 
armed forces, too,have 
taken a definite 
jump in our defence capa¬ 
bilities and are now well- 
equipped, quite capable 
and, indeed, willing to take 
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Bangladesh in your report 
Sudden death, ?!—9 June It 
IS unfortunate that this 
baseless allegation against 
Bangladesh has again 
appeared in your weekly 
despite our denial in this 
regard before. We have 
categorically made it clear 
time and again that there is 
no framing camp tor any 
insurgent group including 
the .so-called PLA, 
anywhere in Bangladesh 
A. Q. S. Dewan, firat aacr^ary 
(Praaa), Bangladeah deputy high 
commlaalon, Calcutta (Waat 
Bengal) 



On the sets of Mahabhant; good team work 


LaudaMe effort 


Y our feature on B R 
Chopra s Mahahharat 
(End of an epic, 20—26 
May), was interesting 
However, 1 do not agree 
with Iqbal Masud's com¬ 
ment that Mahahharat and 
Raniayan began a process 
of "thrusting religion down 
our throats” Ramavan and 
Mahahharat are two glo¬ 
rious epics that have come 
down to us through the 
ages They leach us the 
values ol fiiendship. love, 
brotherhood and patriot¬ 
ism If Ramanand Sagar 
and B R Chopra have 
made certain changes in 
their respective serials, 
they can haidly be faulted 
After all, compressing 
voluminous epics and pre¬ 
senting them on screen is 
no mean task 
Shyama Oeaal, New Delhi 


Power-hungry 


T he role played by the 
legislators m bringing 
down the Congress govern- 
menl in Nagaland was de¬ 
plorable (The toppling 
game 27 May -- 2 June) 
Frequent changes in the 
government retard the 
progress of a state In order 
to check dissidence, these 
legislators will no doubt be 
given positions in the new 
government In the long 
run. the state will be looked 
after by men who do not 


have the interests of the I 
government at heart, but 
are keen to grab power by 
hook or by crook 

R.N Vaaweni, Bombay 
(Maharaahtra) 

Omission_ ' 

Y our maga?ine needs to j 
be (.ongiatulated loi 
the story on liaivaraaia j 
(iVorc-Mwi/iv, 27 May—2 j 
June) I'ridoubtediv he IS 
one of the best music diicc- ' 
tors that Indi.i has pio- i 
duced What the article j 
failed to mention is that his i 
How I(> Same It ’ is in¬ 
cluded III the syllabus of i 
London's picstigious Music ! 
Lhiiycrsity and th.il his No- | 
thing Rut IVnn/sold oiil.and i 
even competed with 
Michael Jackson's Bad • 

C Rav! Shankar, Hyderabad 
(Andhra Pradesh) 


llaiyarMja: on« of th« bmt 
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IGOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR iMHlBiBMBWMMBWMI 

I . ' L_ ^ 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


Hand of the Potter 


I have in hand what 
must be India’s t/ist 
journal lor homosex¬ 
uals—ga>s and les¬ 
bians Vol I No 1 of 
Bombay Dost has 18 
pages, half in Ln- 
\ glish, half in Hindi and is priced at Rs 
i 5 It IS for private circulation only and 
I gives neither the name of the editoi- 
1 cum-publishei nor its address I expect 
I this IS to save itself from being haras- 
j sed by the police 

I Personally I have absolutely nothing 
I against homosexuality us I regaid it as 
I natural as bi-scxuality Some people 
; are born that wav, it also exists in the 
animal world Omar Khavyam was 
right in his ludgemeni on the Dninc 
Potter who moulded us from lumps ol 
clay 

One answered this, but <ifter si¬ 
lence spake 

A vessel ol a more ungamlv make, 
“They sneei at me foi leaning all 
! awiy, 

i What' did the hand then of the 
Potter shake ’" 

You will have noticed that 
homosexuals often have ungainlv 
shapes and then exaggerated gestures 
betray then sexual inclinations 

There is a lot ol confusion in the 
minds of people over the division ol 
sexes Most regaid the line dividing 
males from females as sharp and clear, 
the incidtnee of hermaphroditism as 
an aberration of nature, effiminacy in 
men, masculinity in women as unnatu¬ 
ral deviations None of these assiimp- 
I tions are correct As a matter of fact, 
j there is no such ciear black and white 
j divide between the sexes as males and 
I females have ma,sculine and feminine 
characteristics of diffeicnt proportions 
in them, there is something of the 
woman in every man and something of 
the man m every woman 7'hcse traits 
surface at different times and in diffe¬ 
rent circumstances in their lives 
Hardly any one goes thiough life with¬ 
out some homosexual experience or 
the other Boys are exposed to it at 
school and college Girls have ctiishes 
on their teachers or on each other 
during their adolescence. In puielv 
male or female institutions like jails, 
ashrams, convents, monasteries, and 
the army, homosexuality is rampant 
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The vast majority ol men and women 
grow out of it A small minority con¬ 
tinue to have homosexual oi lesbian 
relationships because thev find them 
more emotionally fulfilling For some 
reason then incidence is higher 
amongst sensitive creative people like 
artists, musici.ins, dancers eu than 
j the ordinary uiii of humanity I’hesc 
I liaisons can he intensely m.irked with 
I violent lealousic- and may he hle- 
I long. What confuses the sexual scene 
j further is the fact that manv of them 
! are heterosexual I'hus we have peo- 
i pie like Osc.u Wilde who wav foi a 
; time a devoted husband and l.ithci as 
I well as a peder.isi Wc h.ul our own 
; Anirita Shcigil who had numeious 
' affairs with men as well as women and 
' died as a maiiied woman We also had 
i the celehialed luiclcai physieist. Dr 
1 Horn I Bh.iha who, like many 
j homiisexu.ils, had a hte-long atlach- 
I merit to an eidcily female Also the 
: eminent writei Aubrey Meiion who 
i had a permancui male lovei hut con 
I tinned to solicit othet men till the last 
i days of his life I know in.iny celehri- 
ities ol todav who aie likewise 
j amhidextroLis loi obvious leasons I 
; cannot name them I have both tc- 
I spect and admiration tor some ol 
i them 



India's first journal for 
homosexuals, 
Bombay Dost, goes 
beyond being a forum 
of affirmation of 
homosexuality. It 
provides information 
about where you can 
find others similarly 
inclined 


Do homosexuals need to have a 
journal of then own ’ liombav Dost 
goes bcvoiiil being a loiiim of .dfirma- 
tion of hoiiii'SLXU.ihtv It piovides in- 
foim.itK'ii about wheie vou t.in Imd 
otheis siimlaib inclined In Homhav 
vou may meet them m the evening at 
the Gaiewav iit India In Delhi in the 
newCoflcc I Ionic Signals foi recog¬ 
nition aie jnovidcd by the colour oi 
shuts vou niav wc.ii bv a losc placed 
on the table wheic vou in.iv sit witti 
others ol the ilk In ttic West thev 
vveai one eai-iing m the ngjit eai 1 
find this a somewh.it ciiide toim of 
soliciting 1 fi.ive .ils<i jhisoimI objec¬ 
tion to the Hindi wind loi cav li is 
khush ,iud the fiaierniiv desciibed as 
khusliiitisis 1 lepeat th.it .ilthough 1 
have .ibsolulelv nothing acamst them, 
1 wish thev would choose ,i n.uiie 
which bcais no leseinblaiin toniuic I 
am not one ol them 

tfil''' 

Family problem 

Two men met .it a b.ii .md sliuti' uji 
,1 conveisation .\ttei a while one ol 
them said ' > oti think sou li.ivc laiiiiiv 
jiiohlciiis’ l.isteii t<' m\ sifii.itioii A 
tew vears ago 1 met a \oung wiih’w 
with <1 giinvii-up daughtci and we got 
ni.lined 1 ,itri iiu tatliei maiiicd m\ 
stipdaughtci lh.it made my siep- 
daughtei mv sicjimotlici aiut my 
fathei bcc.ime mv stepson Also mv 
wife bccaiii'. mothei-in-law ol her 
lalhei-m law 1 hen the d.uightei of 
mv wile, mv stcjmiothei had a son 
This bin was mv lialfbiothei becatise 
he was mv lathei's son Init he was 
.ilso tin son ol niv wife’s daughtci 
which made him mv wile s grandson. 
I'hat made me the giandf.ither of my 
halfbiotfiei Flu was noiliing unld my 
wile and I had a son Now the sister ol 
mv son, my mother-iii-l.iw, is also the 
grandiiiothei This makes my father 
the brother-m-law ol my child, whoso 
stepsistei IS my lathei’s wife 1 am mv 
stepmothci's brothci-m-law mv wife 
IS hei own child’s .lunt, mv son is my 
father’s nephew and I am mv own 
gtaiulfathei and you think you have 
family problems' ’ 

{Ftom Oslio Raincc.sh, contrihuteil by 
Atul Kttniar, SaliihahudI • 







SIGHT AND SOUND 



AK LAXMAN/rH£ AM^OT, 



•, be a ceiling 

fiftfimoers' latnis v«irth a 
thousand wfty 
foe no ceifing 
^tubspjnoiMafty worth 




■ I am not against the 
idea of a national 
government, provided it 
is based on a national 
consensus, 

V.P. Singh, Prim£ 
Minister 

•I !t is not a question of 
foloo#hed or a 
biootfoath. Such a step is 
hound to create ill-will in 
society,,.! leave it to dte 
fcn^inent to see how 


can be met and the 
controversy resolved. 

SwbdSskahabcddin, Babri 
Uasjid Coordination 
Commiaee chairman, on 
the Vtsilnva Hindu 
. JPeiHshttfs decision to go 
ahead widt the 
crnmnaiction of the Ram 
tem^ 

« I.tl»ink'the<3^(h4) 
tkies not believe in five 
dt^jf^ts. JFor them the 
rnm-day 
^dondt/work' 


intensive rigging only on 
the day of polling. 

MJ. Akbar, Congress(f) 
MFandAICC(I) 
spokesman, on the eve of 
the municipal polls in 
Calcutta 

■ Politics has become big 
business. There is 
rampant corruption and 
money bags dictate 
terms.. .Corruption has 
become a way of life. 

Prakash Singh Badac, 
A/cati Dal president 

■ This is our chance of 
transforming Gujarat, If 
this project is stalled for 
any reason, we will be left 
behind and I will not 
allow it. 

Chjmanbhai Patel, 

Gujarat chief minister^ on 
the Narmada project 

^ tfc. Who said ^at Pepd is^ ' 
. world leader in lood . ■; 
,|a'dcessutg,4tis a leader. . 
.1nnna£ktpodsjmdan& 


L>i j ? 1 


fsoossaif^. So, how oame 


they are promising to dq 
wonders to oar food 
processing sector. 

RaME.SH CHAtJHAN, Poide - 
Ltd chtUrman i-j 

■ The friendship , . /,.* 
between Rajiv OanilWiit/* 
and Amitabb Bacbchan^’ <‘V. 


V.P. Singh ate eattraly-,^ & 
different. The (fornir^'J v; 
two were friends 
I am an admirer. Besiw^/ 

I wasn’t interested in 
grabbmgpowei; ' '" 


RsjBAnBARt actor 




















COUNTERVIEW 


VINOD MEHTA 


Petty politics 

Nobody in India seems capable of seeing 
the larger issues at stake 


through Indian 

,JM and nasty place, 

kash Chautala declares that he “is 
ready to be CM again” if the nation so 
desires, defections in Nagaland make 
the governmenl totter, microphones 
die flung at the first public meeting 
Kajiv (iandlii addresses on his second- 
class Bfiaiat Yatra, the well-fed 
l-arootj Abdullah laments from the 
safety of fissex that in his home state 
“the poor have reached a point of 
starvation", Ramakrishna Megdc is 
scheduled to explain later in the day 
why he tapped telephones in Karnata¬ 
ka, the enforcement directorate issues 
summons to Apt.ibh Bachchan de¬ 
manding to know from where he got 
fils Swiss francs, more corruption is 
levcaled <it the Bombay High Court; 
Mancka (iandhi threatens to quit once 
.ig.nn, and, new data reveals that India 
IS the filth-Iargest polluter in the 
world. Our cup runneth over'* Yes, 
but what distinguishes our woes from 
those of other countries is their 
banalifv 

If we could |ust lift our heads from 
the sclf-sreafed morass, we would 
c.itch a glimpse of all the thrilling and 
challenging changes happening 
aiouiid us A brave new world beck¬ 
ons but, alas, we have neithet the time 
not the energy to contemplate its 
exciting dimensions For us the poli¬ 
tics behind Mi Chandra Shekhar’s trip 
to Ballia in the august company of 
Mnlayam Singh Yadav is far more 
inleiesting 

The man who is woiking overtime 
to ushei III a new era is as burdened as 
Allas Indeed, he is probably the most 
liaiassed man on the globe today 
I hese days he has another problem, 
he cdii’l .sleep Mikhail Gorbachev 
told ly^r^rct Thatcher in Moscow 


last week, “I don’t know what I have tic diff 
to do to get .some sleep. 1 cannot sleep Gorbac 
at night I would like to sleep in the twinklii 
afternoon I almost tell asleep yester- much, 
day at the Warsaw Pact meeting ” anticipt 
Understandably so The Union of forces I 
Soviet Socialist Republics is falling momen 
apart In India wc arc pctiified at the the woi 
prospect of having two secessionist the enc 
movements, but in the Soviet Union cratic i 
the whole country w.inls to secede F.uiope 
The C’entre cannot hold because there time la' 
IS no Centic riic Baltic states, the tremoo 
Central Asian republics, the Arme- doubt, 
mans, the Georgians, the Ukianians, headaci 
the A/erhiUiams all want to be ‘free’ frage 
Mikhail Gorbachev; a statesman and a visionary 


by day aftei tomorrow Mr Gorbachev 
has now come up with a fresh formula. 
Moscow will only have jurisdiction 
over defence, foreign affairs and “cer¬ 
tain financial and economic matters 
delegated to it by the constituent 
icpublics” Every sane man and 
woman will pray that the formula finds 
favour with the warring parties 
Given the magnitude of his domes¬ 
tic difficulties. It IS a miracle that 
Gorbachev, m what must surely be the 
twinkling of an eye, has achieved so 
much. Doubtless, he himself did not 
anticipate the speed at which the 
forces he had unleashed would gather 
momentum and bring large parts of 
the world close to bloody anarch) In 
the end, however, change was demo¬ 
cratic and largely peaceful Eastern 
F.uiope today is nothing like it was this 
time last yeai, and despite small daily 
tremois it will soon settle down, no 
doubt, to be besieged bv all the 
headaches attendant on univeisal suf¬ 
frage 
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M ikhail Gorbachev's failures are 
legendary, but so are his succes¬ 
ses. Whatever his destiny—the assas¬ 
sin’s bullet, exile in Siberia or the title 
of messiah—he has changed the na¬ 
ture of our world in such a fun¬ 
damental way that for once it is true to 
say that things will never be the same 
again This change has been so swift 
and gigantic that one is sometimes 
frightened to consider its implications. 
Can we live without the Cold War’’ 
Can we live without the Evil Empire? 
C’an we live in a multi-polar rather 
than a Bl-polar world? Can we live 
without competing ideologies involved 
m a life-and-death struggle for sup¬ 
remacy'^ And finally, can we live 
without conflict'' 

Once you take away these certi¬ 
tudes. the planet appears to be a veiy 
unfamiliar place, almost purposeless 
Battle-thirsty generals, manipulative 
politicians, terrorists, dictators, spies, 
armament manufacturers, think-tanks 
and defence institutes become redun- 



Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 
such substitutes are being energetical¬ 
ly encouraged with wide-spread 
approval from the local populace 
Mr Gorbachev is not an imposing 
man. He has no grand eloquence, no 
commanding presence, no formidable 
intellect, no compelling sense of des¬ 
tiny He IS animated by the simplest 
and most basic of concerns he wants 
his people to enjoy a decent standard 
of living so that no one can ever say 
again that the Soviet Union is actually 
“Upper Volta with nuclear weapons” 
In trying to provide his people with 
butter he has sacrificed guns 
When one considers the immensity 
of the Gorbachev achievement and its 
implications for future generations, 
one realises what a towering figure he 
IS m world history All the other 
‘great’ leaders and thinkers of this 
century, or any centuiy—Lincoln, 
Churchill, Marx, Mao, to go back no 
further—seem pygmies by com- 
j parison 


ror 



For us the politics behind Chandra Shekhar’s trip to Baliia in 
the august company of Muiayam Singh Yadav is far more 
interesting than the changes sweeping across the globe 


dant. If domination as a norm in 
international relations is to be jetti¬ 
soned. what engine will drive indi¬ 
vidual nations ' Peace, after all, is not 
a natural state as history constantly 
reminds us What is? Low-mtensity 
conflict? These, of course, are ques¬ 
tions for poets (Shelley’s “unacknow¬ 
ledged legislators”) and philosophers 
to wrestle with, but for the moment 
the pursuit of cieature comforts— 
colour TV sets, Levis, running hot 
water, toilet paper (chronically in 
short supply in Russia)—might be a 
useful substitute. Certainly in the 


B ut lor us in the subcontinent, it is 
business as usual Gorbachev 
does no! seem to exist, and if he does 
It is only to be praised (or denounced 
if Mr Harknshen Singh Surjeet is 
active) at seminars. We pin medals on 
him, bu’ Ignore the example he has 
set. 

Some weeks ago. South Block, 
under intense pressure from countries 
as diverse as Canada and Japan, sent 
to Islamabad what are officially de¬ 
scribed as confidence building mea¬ 
sures’ (CBM) with the implied sugges¬ 


tion that these could be discussed 
either at the ministerial or official 
level. To reinforce the proposals, a 
gesture was added: one armoured 
brigade from a forward area in Rajas¬ 
than was withdrawn So far so good 

The Pakistanis took their time re¬ 
sponding—immediately construed as 
bad faith by Delhi -but finally wel¬ 
comed the Indian initiative and sug¬ 
gested foreign secretary-level talks im¬ 
mediately, either in New Delhi or m 
Islamabad, leaving South Block to 
choose the venue The caveat that the 
CBM did not address the central 
issue—self-determination—was 
added I 

I thought this was a breakthrough, ! 
an opportunity to be eagerly seized If j 
India and Pakistan started discussing 
Kashmir, the heated temperature in 
the Valley would be substantially lo¬ 
wered. This would not mean a return 
to normalcy but the spectacle of the 
two foreign secretanes engaged in ' 
dialogue would be a severe setback toi ' 
terronsts and secessionists j 

Did we accept the invitation'' No, i 
we instantly rejected it, putting absurd 
and impossible pic-eonditions In 
short. New Delhi sabotaged ihe talks 
What were the prc-conditions ’ Hand 
over Amanullah Khan and Wassan 
Singh Zafarwal (a top Sikh tenoiist) 
to India and stop aiding and abetting 
Kashmiri separatists Now, whether 
there are 31 training camps m Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir (POK) oi whether 
the Research and Analysis Wing 
(RAW) is involved in stoking the 
violence in Sind are matters which will 
not be resolved till doomsday for 
myself, 1 tlirnk it is more th.in likely 
that RAW IS active in Sind Does 
anyone in India, including the Prime 
Minister, know what RAW is up to'* 
So, any holier-than-thou postures are 
puie humbug If, for domestic 
reasons, Benazii Bhutto needs turbu¬ 
lence in the Valley so does the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad harassed 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh The diflei- 
ence is that the Pakistanis always take 
our pants off when it comes to scoring 
diplomatic points 

All over the world, ‘enemies’ are 
sitting down together across the nego¬ 
tiating table Pushed by Gorbachev, 
decades-long armed conflict is coming 
to an end in .Angola, Cambodia, 
Yemen, the Middle-East Only India 
and Pakistan live in a world where 
John Foster Dulles and Joseph Stalin 
seem to be still alive, • 
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The India-Nepal agreement was a personal 
triumph for both V. P. Singh 
and K. P. Bhattarai 


"We have both gained ’ 

V.P. Singh when asked which coun¬ 
try—India or Nepal—had benefited 
more from the recent agreement 


T he “we" could just as easily 
have referred to Prime 
Minister Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai and himself For 
the Raja, the India-Nepal 
communique—which ought to end the 
bitterness and suspicion which char¬ 
acterised bilateral relations during the 
Rajiv-Birendra era—was a godsend. 
Coming at a time when his govern¬ 
ment is beset with problems (Kashmir, 
Punjab, inflation, etc ), the agreement 
with Nepal was an image-booster—a 
badly-needed shot in his political arm 
More importantly, perhaps, the speed 
and cordiality with which the accord 
was reached sent an unmi.stakable 
political message' that it was Rajiv’s 
regime which had fouled up relations 
with Nepal That in just three days, 
the present government was able to 
sort out an unnecessary 14-month-old 
tangle 

There were political spin-ofts in the 
agreement for Nepal’s K P Bhattarai 
as well His interim government— 
formed after a plucky struggle with the 
monarchic order—is still susceptible 
to threat fiom anti-democratic forces. 
With India agreeing to restore the 
status quo which prevailed before the 
trade and transit treaties lapsed, the 
ailing Nepalese economy—which is 
heavily dependent on Indian conces¬ 
sions—is jKnsed to recover. Apart 
from helping the pro-democratic 
forces to consolidate politically, eco¬ 
nomic regeneration will also improve 
the chances of the various parties that 
comprise Bhattarai’s coalition govern- 
I ment at the general elections—which 


will be called a year from now Under- 
standablv, Bhattarai's Nepali Con¬ 
gress will be the greatest beneficiary 
At the end of Bhattarai’s well- 
publicised three-day visit to Delhi, the 
two Prime Ministers agreed that 
"pending the finalisation of a compre¬ 
hensive arrangement”, the two coun¬ 



tries would restore by 1 July, the status ^ 
quo ante which prevailed in April ^ 
1987. Among other things, the agree¬ 
ment obliges India to: 

• reopen the 15 (out of a total 17) 
transit points that were sealed last 
year following differences between the 
two governments. 

• exempt all primary products from 
Nepal from customs duty 

• and allow unrestricted import, free 
from customs duty, of all manufac¬ 
tured articles containing 65 per cent or 
more of Nepalese materials 

In turn, Nepal, among other things, 
promised to 

• discontinue the work permit scheme 
lor Indian nationals (Its enforcement 
was one of the factors responsible for 
souring relations ) 

• restore the tariff preferences in 
favour of Indian goods 

• and ensure that tariff concessions 
accorded to goods fiom third coun¬ 
tries should not hurl Indian exports. ^ 

The communique also touches on 
the prickly issue of security (it was 
Nepal’s purchase of Chinese arms that 
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was largely responsible for the soured 
relations) The two Prime Ministers 
agreed that “neither side will allow 
activities in its territory prejudicial to 
the security of the other” and that the 
two countries would consult each 
other on “defence related matters” 
which could pose a security threat to 
either 

Clearly, the Indians were every bit 
as keen to reach an agreement. In 
matters concerning trade, they did 
more than just accede to the Nepalese 
request to restore the status quo ante 
For instance, the revolving credit facil¬ 
ity to Nepal was laiscd from Rs 25 
crores to Rs 35 crores and customs 
duty was waived for all manufactuied 
goods with a (i5 pei cent Nepalese 
component as opposed to the earlier 
50 per cent Says a senior foreign 
office official "They were delighted 
that we threw in a little extra ” 

Keen as it was. New Delhi couldn’t 
resist scoring a point It insisted that 
the status quo ante would be restored 
as on April 1987 and not on March 
1989. when India had allowed the 


ISoth Nepal and India 
tried to make out that if 
the ^historic agreement' 
was reached in a mere 
three days, this owed 
wholly to the negotiating 
skills of V.P. Singh 
and Bhattarai 


trade and transit treaties to expire 
The idea was to suggest that it was the 
actions of the previous Nepalese gov¬ 
ernment which led to the soured 
relations India believes that it was 
from April 1987 onwards that Kath¬ 
mandu took a number of provocative 
steps, such as the introduction of work 
permits for Indians and the purchase 
of Chinese arms Bhattarai is believed 
to have argued for March 1989 as the 
date, but New Delhi was able to 
prevail. 



New Delhi was also adamant that 
Nepal remove Indian nationals from 
the ambit of the work permit scheme. 
New Delhi has always maintained— 
and with justification—that the ap¬ 
plication of the scheme to Indians 
amounted to a violation of the 1950 
India-Nepal treaty, which accords 
nationals of either country the right to 
employment in the other Ministers 
Sahana Pradhan and Devendra Raj 
Pandey, who accompanied Bhattarai 
on the visit, are said to have opposed 
the Indian demand strongly But, once 
again. New Delhi had the last word. 

B oth Nepal and India tried to make 
out that if the “historic agree¬ 
ment” was reached in a bare three 
days, this owed wholly to the negotiat¬ 
ing skills and the accommodating atti¬ 
tudes of V.P Singh and Bhattarai. 
Says a high-ranking diplomat at the 
Nepalese embassy “As you know, the 
two Prime Ministers speni a great deal 
of time together Neither really re- 

S iired aides—it was an agreement 
at was hammered out at the top " 
Although Bhattarai and the Raja 
have their reasons for claiming that 
the accord was a personal success, 
there is little doubt that its broad 
outlines were informally agreed upon I 
before the Nepalese Prime Minister j 
landed in Delhi on 8 June The Indian 
position on the restoration of the 
status quo ante had already been 
discussed with the Nejialcsc govern¬ 
ment by high commissionci Lt (Jen 
S.K Sinha. Bhattarai wasn’t nskmg 
much when he told Nepali Congress 
workers m Kathmandu on the eve of 
his visit- “If I fail to achieve what has 
been expected, then I will still have 
something to give to the people—my 
re.signation,” 

In New Delhi, Bhattaiai handled 
the media, at his joint press confer¬ 
ence with V.P Singh, with skill and 
confidence He made it a point to 
emphasise that the agreement—parti¬ 
cularly, the aspects relating to security 
had not compromised Nepal’s status 
as an independent and sovereign na¬ 
tion (If stressing this was important, it 
IS largely because a sizeable section of 
Nepalese political opinion—mainly 
left—holds that any special security 
relationship with India is tantamount 
to undermining Nepal’s sovereignty.) 
He gave no categorical assurance that 
Nepal would no longer buy weapons 
from China (“There is no clause in the 
comunique which restricts the purch¬ 
ase of arms from third countries”) and 
when asked about the controversial 
1988 purchase, said that the army 
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Bhattarai broke protocol by calling on Chandra 
Shekhar. *‘How could I not see our best friend in 
India?" he is supposed to have said. Shekhar was 
the only Indian leader who stood by the Nepali 
I Congress right through its struggle 


iK'i'tlL'il It Miiicovci he j;u\- 

Lininc'it lilte shov^ccl th.it the 
we.i(i(nis were the ehe.ipest .ivMil.ihle 
Sa\e Nep.tl exfrett AiiiiU(,lh.i (iupta, 
priik'ssoi .It Nev' nelhi's .l.iw.iih;iil.il 
Nehiii lh)iveisit\ " I he Nep.ili C'oii- 
jtiess h.is .j1\v,i\'s siitterecl .it hdme 
liDin beinj; pcricivee) .is ;i ehild in 
liiiti.in hands Bhattaiai, whs' display¬ 
ed lennirkable ni.ituiiiv diirini: his 
visit, nianageti to niitii*,ite that percep¬ 
tion ” 

! At the same time, the Nepalese 
Piime Minister was at pains to set 
: Indian teais ,it rest He made it mt'ie 
than s'lear fh.it Nepal reeojpiises .ind 
I respects Indian seeiintv loneetns and 
] said that Nep.il would always prefei to 
! buy liuli.m aims fjiven that the price 
and quality were accept.ible Savs a 
. toieigi. otfiee .itfiei.il ‘As lai we arc 
' eoiiceincd. the fact that Mi Hhatl.irai 
i has s.iut that Nepal will do nothmu 
th.it IS pre|udieial to our secuiitv is 
enough. 

In New Delhi, Uhatt.irai held mect- 



j Bhattarai with the Indian President 
I R. Venkataramap; India is no longer 
I the big bully 


ings with political leaders such as 
n M S Namboodinpad, L K Advani 
and Rajiv Gandhi During his talks 
with the tormcr Prime Minister, he is 
said to have sought and received an 
assurance that the Congress would 
support the agreement If he felt the 
need to do so, it was probably because 
of the possible repercussion of cntic- 
ism that India had given too much in 
return for nc' concrete promises on 
security matters But, in any case, 
Rajiv could hardly have opposed the 
agreement even if he had wished to 
the risk of appearing hostile towards a 
democratic and friendly government 
would have been too great 

Bhattaiai also broke protocol by 
e.iliing on the Janata Dal’s Chandra 
Shekhar—the only Indian leader who 
stood hv the Nepali Congress right 
through Its struggle Apparently, New 
Delhi advised Bhattarai against doing 
so, hut the Piimc Minister was ada¬ 
mant "How loukl I not see our best 
friend m India ’’’ he is supposed to 
have said 

A lthough such an agreement has 
been on the cards since the vic¬ 
tory ol the democratic foices in Nepal, 

It IS appaicnl that New Delhi prefer¬ 
red to avoid rushing into one Bhattar- 
ai's government, aftei all was sworn 
m .IS earlv as mid-April and, since 
then, has been icpeaiedlv calling lor 
the restuiation I't the slatm quo ante 
II New Delhi preferred to wait, it is 
parllv because his government 
appe.ired weak and unstable for a 
while .Soon alter he was sworn in, a 
violent jiolice revolt—backed by some 
members of the previous regime—led 
to talk of a possible coup and lorced 
Bhattarai to threaten to resign It was ‘ 
only in the middle ol March that the 
government was able to restore nor¬ 
malcy to the Kathmandu valley 
Phere was also the question of the 
Constitutional Recommendation 
Commission (CRCj—which was cre¬ 
ated by a royal diktat—to be consi¬ 
dered (The suggestions of the com- 
misston, which is vested with the 
responsibility of recommending 
changes in the Nepalese Constitution 
before general elections are held, are 
crucial to the establishment of a new 
democratic political order.) When 
King Birendra announced the com¬ 
position of the commission last month, 
there were suspicions that the creation 
of the CRC was a ploy to buy time and 
retain political power. Bhattarai’s gov¬ 
ernment had to apply a considerable 
amount of pressure to have the com¬ 
mission’s chairman replaced. Says a 
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foreign office official. “The disband¬ 
ing of the previous commission was a 
significant victory Although, we were 
always prepared to negotiate with 
Bhattarai’s interim government, wc 
couldn't have afforded to ignoic the 
political situation in Nepal 
altogether " 

At the same time, the delav mav 


also have been caused by India's 
insistence that bilateral problems 
should be sorted out in their entire¬ 
ty—which leally meant that any agree¬ 
ment on trade and transit must also 
include an understanding about secur¬ 
ity matters This was difficult for 
Bhattarai to accept, given the senti- 
ineiils of his leftist coalition partners. 


r . INDIA_ n 


NEPAL 


PROMISED TO: 

• R«store the 22 border points 
for movement of goods be¬ 
tween India and Nepal. 

• Reopen the IS transit points 
that were closed down last 
year. 

s Increase the standby credit 
fscility to Nepal from Rs 25 
crores to Rs 35 crores. 

• Exempt the Import of all 
primary products from cus¬ 
toms duty. 

• Waive customs duty on all 
manufactured articles with a 65 
percent Nepalese component 
as against the earlier SO per 
Cfl[nt. 

« Resume the canalised ex¬ 
ports of petroleum products. 


j PROMISED TO: 

' • Not enforce the work permit 
scheme for Indian nationals. 
•Waive the additional customs 
I duty levied on Indian goods. 

I • Ensure that tariff preferences 
! accorded to goods from third 
I countries are not detrimental 
; to Indian exports. 

! • Exempt primary products 
1 from India from basic customs 
! duty. 

• Treat Indian teachers in Nep¬ 
al's schools on the same foot¬ 
ing as Nepalese teachers. 


BOTH 



PROMISED TO: 

e Respeet each other's security concerns, 
e IMfr^from allowing activities in their territories that are 
^epi<Ho|al to me other. 

e Comulteach other, with a view to reaching an agreement, on 
reiated matters which pose a threat to each 
crtfMM*seaeurlty. 


In the end, what was worked out 
appears to be something of a com¬ 
promise While there was no “compre¬ 
hensive agreement” (as India had 
desired), the joint communique, 
nevertheless, touches on the security 
question, if only in a general way. 
Moreover, the communique also 
states that the various steps being 
taken to restore the status quo ante are 
“pending the finalisation of a compre¬ 
hensive arrangement covering all 
aspects of bilateral relations” 

Whether New Delhi really expects 
such an “airangemeni" to come into 
effect IS not clear But South Block 
maintains that it is foolish to have 
expected Bhattarai to make concrete 
assurances such as stopping all arms 
jniifhases from China Says an offi¬ 
cial "He has .signed a communique 
which states that neither India nor 
Nepal will do anything to prejudice 
the security of the other What more j 
could one want'’” \ 

J’erhaps. nothing more. But. in j 
letrospcct, the present government I 
must consider itself somewhat lucky 
In March this year, a month before 
King Birendra acceded to the demand 
for a multi-party system, an Indian 
delegation visited Kathmandu at fore¬ 
ign minister I K Gujral's insistence, 
with a draft of proposals on trade, 
transit, etc The team left New Delhi | 
against the wishes of the Nepali Con- j 
giess (which felt that a deal with the i 
pievious regime would undermine the ; 
pro-democracy movement that had 
gained momenliim by then) and, 
appaienlly, also against the advice of 
the foreign office While Gujral may 
perhaps be forgiven for w.Tiiting to 
sort matters out quickly .rnd for be¬ 
lieving that the movement would take 
far longer to succeed, it is probable 
that an .igrcenient then would have 
sciiouslv harmed India-Nepal rela¬ 
tions Had the proposals been 
acecpied, then the present Nepalese 
icgiinc would have had good reason to 
ciitcitain misgiving;, about India 
But, as It were, all’s well that ends 
well With the agreement, the foreign 
ollicc achieved a major diplomatic 
sllcces^, tlie Raja had his moment in 
the limelight and Bhattaiai's hands 
were strengthened More importantly, 
pet haps, the people of Nepal—who 
have suffered considerably ever since 
the trade and transit treaties were 
allowed to lapse—can look towards a 
bnghtei economic future This is one 
agreement they should be grateful 
foi. • 

Mukund Fadnanablmn/New DaUU 
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Arim Nehru springs a few surprises 


T here h.ive always been two 
sides to Arun Nehru By 
common consent, he is an 
cxtieineK able adminislia- 
toi As minister tor energy 
in ldS5, he got electiicil\ generation 
shooting up to record levels and later, 
as minister li>i internal security (till 
the autumn ot IdHti), he assumed so 
assured a grip on the l.iw entoicement 
machineiv that his riv.ils fe.ired ih.it 
he could become .1 Beria 

But It IS the othei .ispect ol Nehiu s 
skills that provokes the most intciest 
Recent history demonsirates that he is 
the ma.stei-straiegist ot liidi.m poliius 
In 1^84, he pushed Ciiam /ail Singh 
into swc.iiing Rapy Ciaiulhi in as 
Prime Minister .it .1 tiiiTf when the 
nation was still numb after Indir.i 
Gandhi's assassiii.ilK'ii In IdHt). F^laiiv 
dropped him from the goveininent 
and soon attei lhat, the ('ongiess(I) 
gcivernmcni's political problems be¬ 
gan, In Opposition, Nehru master- 
! minded the rise of Vishwanath Pratap 
1 Singh, evolved the tactics that led to 
the National Front's victory and—on 
some accounts--tormulated the some¬ 
what devious strategy that allowed the 
Raja of Manda to outwit Chandra 
Shekhar in the leadership elections 
Through it all, Nehru has kept a low 
personal profile Requests tor inter¬ 
views are routinely turned down and 
when a journalist does manage to cor¬ 
ner him, he IS laconic anct uncom¬ 
municative, if not dow'iinght hostile 
His role, he seems to believe, is that 
of the archetypal backroom boy 

O ver the last six months, the two 
sides of Nehru's personality seem 
to have been emitting contradictcsry 
signals. 

At one level, Nehru is the most 
efficient minister in the V P Singh 
government and still, the hardwork- 
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^g, able administratcir ol legend At 
tnc commerce ministry, he insists that 
flies are cleared within 24 hours, that 
no biiefing paper is longei than <i page 
and a half and that red tape is shorn to 
the bare minimum 

He IS the only C'.ibinct ministei to 
have recognised that India could soon 
become an irrelevance in the post- 
perestroika world unless it adapts 
And while the Piime Minister still 
talks about ceilings on personal wealth 
and his deputy sings the glories ol the 
rich farmer, Nehiu is pursuing his own 
pragmatic economic police 

In a sense, it is .ilntosi as it the Ra)iv 
revolution of never failed .ind 


I liberalisation is still the key item on 
[ the economic agenda Nehru’s priori¬ 
ties seem to owe more to his last stmt 
in government than to the loan- 
waiving socialism of the Janata Dal 
Along with Ajit Singh at industry and 
Arif Mohammad Khan at civil avia¬ 
tion and energy, he is pushing lor 
liberalisation and more competition at 
a pace which unnerves many of his 
pinker colleagues 

At a time when the country is obses¬ 
sed with olhei issues, he remains con¬ 
vinced that this government’s survival 
depends entirely on its abtlity to deliv¬ 
er on Its economic platform chiefly on 
whether it can keep prices down 


Because 
Nehru meets 
Rajiv, it ftoes 
not follow that 
he is in the 
process of 
switching 
sides and 
rejoining the 
Congress(l). 
But it is easy 
to see why it 
should be 
interpreted as 
such 


B ut It IS the other aspect of Nehru’s 
personality that has provoked the 
most curiosity over the last few 
months, the master-strategist seems to 
have gone into hibernation 

Shortly after the National Front 
government took office, it was be¬ 
lieved that Nehru would emerge as 
one of Its key figures, as its chief tacti¬ 
cian; and even as the power behind 
the throne 

In fact, his behaviour has belied 
those expectations 

• He has spent much ol his time 
abroad He has been to South Korea, 
Brazil, Russia, Lngland, West (jer- 
many and Kcny.i among othei coun¬ 
tries All the trips wcie work-related, 
but the feeling persists th.il he is look¬ 
ing for excuses to be out of ihe 
country 

• Contrarv to expectations, Nehru 
has not involved himself fully in the 
formation of Kashmir policy Because 
he had close links with both Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed and Jagmohan, it 
was believed that he would be the 
architect of the government’s strategy 
And while he seems to support Ihe 
Jagmohan line, the Mufti is now closer 
to V P Singh than he is to Nehiu 
• Nehru has stubbornly refused to 
function as V P Singh’s strategist in 
the Dal’s internecine battles I'liough 
Devi Lai has abu.sed him, he has re¬ 
fused to be provoked or to assist the 
Raja in his war with the Tan Inste.id, 
he has kept to himself 
• Privately, he has made it cic.ir that 
he thinks the government is barking 
up the wrong tree Me does not be¬ 
lieve that a policy ol trumpeting the 
‘sms’ of the last goveiiirnent and of 
bragging about ‘managing contradic¬ 
tions’ will work 

Me believes the countrv voted for 
strong and effective governance and is 
distancing himself from a regime that 
has faileci to provide it 

A ll of this h.is led to speculation 
ill.it while the media aie concen¬ 
trating on Devi l.al and C handra 
Shekhar, the leal threat to the govein- 
ment’s image comes from Arun 
Nehru Weic he to go public with his 
reservations, then his criticism would 
probably damage V.P Singh fai more 
than Shekhar’s carping or the Tau's 
abuses 

The point, ol course, is that Nehru 
will not do that I ven after he fell out 
with Rajiv, after he was dropped from 
the Cabinet and languisheci m humi¬ 
liating obscurity, he refused to sjU'ak 
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out or be critical of his cousin It was 
not till 1988 that he finally went public 
with his point of view This time 
around, as a member of the govern¬ 
ment, he IS bound by the convention 
of Cabinet responsibility and has to be 
even more guarded m his utterances 
In the light of this, the interview 
that appears in this issue of Sijnoav — 
his first major media encounter since 
he was sworn in as commerce minis¬ 
ter -represents an astonishing break 


79 demonstrated 

• He feels that the government needs 
to take hard decisions across the 
board (including making the public 
sector yield a greatei return) d it is to 
control prices—which it has not done 

• Me thinks that, perhaps, the Janata 
Dal is overestimating its own strength 
As he says, the Congress lost the 1989 
election but it was not louted In fact, 
he points out, it did better in the south 
than the Dal did m the north 




Suppose Arun Nehru, Arif Mohammad Khan 
and Ajit Singh crossed over to resume the 
Rajiv revolution and reawaken the spirit of 
1985, could V.P. Singh still survive? Nehru 
categorically denies such a scenario. But what 
if it came about? 


with type While he is careful to say 
nothing that docs not befit his status as 
a membci ot the government, he man¬ 
ages to suggest, nevertheless, that he 
disagites with manv ol V P Singh's 
policies 

• He seems to think that Jagmohan 
did a good job and that the decision to 
replace him was misconceived 

• He thinks India needs to lihcialise 
(aster than ever belorc and that those 
in government who think he is moving 
too last need to sec what is happening 
in the world to icalisc how pressing 
the issue is 

• He believes that the goveinment is 
making a mistake by concentiating on 
filing FlRs because 

a) The election was not won or lost on 
the corruption issue 

b) That any government has to 'deliv¬ 
er and that by focusing on the past, 
the regime is ignoring the piescnl and 
the future 

c) And that anyway, persecution is 
always counter-productive as Janata's 
espenence with Mrs Gandhi in 1977- 


Such statements coming from a man 
vsho was onic the Raja's Chanakya 
arc nothing short of astonishing And 
they suggest th.it V P Singh cannot 
aftoid to lake Nehiu's support tor 
granted 

T he section ol the nitcivicw that 
will evoke the most comment, 
however, has to do not with the tail¬ 
ings ot this government, but with the 
reliitionship between the two cousins 
Rapv Gandhi and Arun Nehru 
Alter thev fell out in 1986, the bit¬ 
terness ran deep In 1989, Nehru told 
Si'NOAV that he thought Rapv was 
weak and naive. Rajiv ictuliated, also 
to Si’NOAS. by challenging Nehru to 
“win an election from anywhere " in 
India The differences seemed irie- 
concilable 

But now, m mid-1990. the cousins 
seem to have finally buried the hatch¬ 
et As Nehru says, the Janata Dal/ 
National Front won and the Congres- 
s(I) lost, so the slate is now wiped 
clean he bears Rajiv no ill-will 


That pronouncement is significant 
in the light of persistent rumours that 
the two cousins have been in touch 
Neither has spoken at length to the 
media since the last election, so the 
report.s have been impossible to con¬ 
firm 

Now', Nehru authenticates the 
rumours Of course, he's been in 
touch with Rajiv, he says They’ve 
met several times Why .shouldn't they 
have'’ 


He goes on to add 
that he meets people 
from all aieas ot the 
political spectrum and 
defends his .iccessibility 
on the grounds of poli¬ 
tical maturitv But the 
message is deai not 
o n1v has he r c- 
established cont.ict with 
his cousin but he sees 
no icason to he about it 


' ^ KJecausc Nehru meets 

B^Rajiv. It does not 
follow that he is in the 
process ot switching 
sides and rejoining the 
C'ongrcss(l) But it is 
easy to sec why it should 
be interpreted as such 
Consider also the impact 
on V P Singh's regime 
if, a tew months tiom 
today, with inflation 
raging out ot control, 
Kashmir in flames, Punjab on the boil 
and the FIRs vieldmg no ‘smoking 
gun' linking Rajiv to any coirupl deal, 
Nehru suddenly made an announce¬ 
ment 

Suppose he s.iid that he was con¬ 
vinced that the Janata Dal govern¬ 
ment was inept and could not confront 
India’s piobicms On the other hand. 
Rajiv had now learned from his mis¬ 
takes and was, once again, the shiny- 
cved 'good guv’ of lOS.S So Nehru, 
Ant and Ajit Singh were crossing over 
to resume the Rajiv revolution and to 
reawaken the spirit ol 198.“! 

Such an announcement W'ould 
strengthen Rajiv’s hands and consign 
the Raja to the tender mercies of 
Shekhar and the Tau—because there 
would be no othei factions left in De¬ 
lhi Could V.P Singh still survive'? 

It's still a far-fetched scenario 
Nehru categorically denies that 
realignments are in the offing. 

But what if it came about? • 

VIr Smnghvi/Nmw DeM 
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“OF COURSE, 

I AM IN 10UCH WnH 

RAJWGANDjjr 

Arun Nehru breaks 
his silence 
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Sunday: How do you assess the per¬ 
formance of the government? 

Arun Nehru: Well, I think one has to 
look at it from the viewpoint that 
you’ve had a general election, you’ve 
had a change of government and it’s 
now nearly six months I think the 
government has done reasonably well. 
It is a coalition government. People in 
India are very used to strong majori¬ 
ties and It has taken some getting used 
to the concept of a National Front 
government 

We are a group of 142 MPs. We 
have 88 in BJP who are supporting us. 
And also the left who have, I think, 
56. So it is now a government with a 
strong majonty, but I think the whole 
concept of a more tolerant system is 
one that everyone is progressively get¬ 
ting used to. And one has to look at it 
philosophically. You can’t impose 
your will because you have no major¬ 
ity. You have to discuss every issue. 
And you may not necessarily agree 
with everything, but you have to take 
the other viewpoint along also. 

Very often, people ask us about the 
contradictions of the left and the right 
and we respond that differing view¬ 
points are not dissenting viewpoints. 
They may delay the decision, but you 
have to take everyone with you. 
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Q: In which areas do you think the 
government is most vulnerable? 

A: Worldwide, the trend is that econo¬ 
mic issues predominate and if you 
look at all the changes happening all 
around us—there are, of course, sys¬ 
tem changes, political changes—but 
the basis of them all is economic. 

I think we should be most con¬ 
cerned about rising prices. Not just m 
India: it is going to be a worldwide 
problem. As far as this government is 
concerned, I think rising prices is 
going to be a very major issue. 

Q: Do you think that is the single big¬ 
gest problem facing the government? 

A: Yes. 1 would say yes. The govern¬ 
ment has been in office for six months 
and the fact is that you are at the end 
of the traditional honeymoon period. 

When you get down to ground reali¬ 
ties, people are most interested in 
their day-to-day living. And the two 
most important things there are the 
law and order situation as it affects 
people personally. And how you ba¬ 
lance your budget at home. 

We have a very large, emerging 
middle class and inflation is going to 
be the big issue. 

Q: Why has the government failed to 
contnd prices? 

A: 1 wouldn’t say we’ve failed The 
point IS that it is not something that 
has got a simplistic answer. If you look 
at the last three or four years, every 
year you’ve had a deficit of Rs 10,000- 
Rs 15,000 crores. What you’ve really 
done is you’ve borrowed money and 
spent it. The result is your foreign 
debt is up from 26 billion to 56 billion. 

If you hadn’t spent these 10-15 
thousand crores but had used them for 
investment, you’d have had a very 
different impact on prices. You can 
use the money you’ve borrowed for 
two or three years to supply goods and 
services, but finally you’ve got to face 
the music. And if you resort to print¬ 
ing more money, you fuel inflation. 

Our priority now has to be to cut 
expenditure. You have to bring the 
reality in front of people and you’ve 
got to act. They arc not easy decisions, 
but you have to take them. 

There is no escape from that. Be¬ 
cause if you don’t act, then you are 
going to have inflation—as we are 
having at the moment—and pnees will 
nse even further in the future. 

You can’t keep having heavy de¬ 
fiats, printing more money and living 
beyond your means. 

And I think the government has a 


great responsibihty because, after all, 
the largest spender is the government. 
That is what we in the ministry of 
commerce are articulating very clear¬ 
ly. You’ve got to tighten your belts. 
You’ve got to increase exports 
You’ve got to limit imports. 

COMMERCE MINISTRY 


Q: You’ve been commerce minister for 
six months now. Of the things you’ve 
done, what are you proudest of? 

A: That we’ve got people to be con¬ 
scious of how essential it is to increase 
exports. And we’ve tried to communi¬ 
cate that the commerce ministry is 
there to help and assist people, not to 
regulate things. 

I would say that in these six months, 
the work of the commerce ministry 
must have come down by 25 per cent. 
And we intend to reduce it by another 
25 per cent. I’m quite open about this 

There’s enough ingenuity in the 
Indian mind You make it worthwhile 


and people will export. Why shouldn’t 
they? 

Q: And what is your biggest regret? 
A: Not enough time, I think (laughs). 
There’s an enormous amount to do 
and everyone’s expecting us to de¬ 
liver. 

It’s a very complicated subject and 
there’s a lot to learn. We even had a 
policy on the export of peacock feath¬ 
ers! (Laughs.) 

We have very unusual systems in 
this ministry. We don’t have any 
meetings beyond 15 minutes. It’s not 
necessary. We have a 24-hour clear¬ 
ance system. Nothing is left pending 
for longer than that. And I don’t take 
any briefings whether it is a consulta¬ 
tive committee meeting or a par¬ 
liamentary question. If you are run¬ 
ning the ministry, you should know 
these thin«. I just ask them to give a 
note and that’s how I educate myself. 

Q: Is that very dlffereat fkwm a 
briefing? 
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A: Yes, because if you are given a 
briefing, you just repeat what you’ve 
been told before the meeting But if 
^ you read a paper, you absorb it. You 
W do that for three months and you are 
on reasonable ground. 

And if you can master all this, then 
you can really help people. And, after 
all, everybody needs encouragement. 

Q: That doesn’t sound like the Arun 
Nehru we know! Do you think that 
your years in Opposition have mel¬ 
lowed you? 

A: No, I don’t think so. But staying in 
the Opposition for three or four years 
is like staying 20 years in power. 

Q: In what way? 

A; You learn to appreciate the system 
more. You took at the other side of 
things. You become a more tolerant 
person. I had never seen the other side 
before. 

It is an excellent learning process. 
- I’d recommend it to everyone 
^ (smiles). 


You know anybody who has gone 
through this expenence will never do 
something at somebody’s bidding just 
because he was superior You learn to 
use your better judgement. Clinging 
to office becomes less important. You 
realise that you have to deliver. 

Q: I’O be a little rude. The last time 
around you had a reputation as a 
bully. You don’t have that now. So 
have you changed? 

A: It’s possible You know when one 
has to be impatient to get things done 
because basically you are cutting 
across a very entrenched system. 

But at the same time, I think I’ve 
realised that there are some very fine 
people in government. The p<}int is 
that you’ve got to create an atmos¬ 
phere that allows them to function. 

I’ll give you an instance. For pre- 
shipmenl inspections, we used to have 
26 forms. Now we have two forms. 
The same people who designed 26 
forms have designed the two. It de¬ 
pends on how you handle the people. 


Q: Do you think you are less over- 
buring? 

A: I don’t know about overbearing, 
but I think I’m a little more tolerant. I 
tend to hear the other person’s point 
of view more before taking a decision. 
After all, we are all human. You could 
be wrong, the other guy could be 
right. 

But once people understand what 
you want, then you get it. Everybody 
in the ministry knows that 1 don’t like 
a brief that’s beyond a page or a page 
and a half long, regardless of the 
subject. I get it. 

People say that it’s extremely im¬ 
portant to do certain things. I say it’s 
important not to do certain things to 
conserve time. That’s how you have 
the time to deliver. 

KASHMIR/PUNJAB 


Q; Let’s move on to Kashmir. Was 
Jagmohan your man? 

A; You know it’s very wrong to term 
somebody as somebody’s man. This 
IS the whole sycophantic, feudalistic 
system of the retainers and mai-baaps. 

I find It unbearable. The fact of the 
matter is that everything the govern¬ 
ment does may not necessarily be 
right. The cumulative wisdom of India 
does not he in the Cabinet We are 
people who can make mistakes. And 
we do make mistakes. 

When you select somebody for a 
particular assignment, you are not 
selecting him because he is A, B or C’s 
man. You select him because you 
think he is the best person for the job. 

I think Jagmohan did a very good 
job while he was there. 

Q: So why was he ousted? 

A: There’s no question of ouster. He is 
now a member of the Rajya Sabha. 

Q: Well, he regards it as an ouster. He 
wasn’t happy about being brought 
back. 

A: The government, takes decisions, 
the wisdom of which you can keep 
debating'later on, but as a part of tl^ 
government, I won’t comment on 
that. 

All I’m saying is that it is not easy to 
pass judgement on a situation like that 
from Delhi. The person who has to 
take the decision is the man on the 
spot. 


(contmiMd on page S4) 
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WtuM Are die 'dwr jnn'ee 

old order in £a«i^ ^ovtip^ 
have a woridwide shift trim stahMRm; 
eoonpaijes to market ecutunhieft. You 
have ^asnosf and perestroika hi tfe 
Soviet Uidon. You have Ae i^bel 
spread of Japanese investment. 

But basically; if you’ve got to de¬ 
scribe in a few words what is going on> 
it is that we are moving towat^ a 
global economic system vdiere con¬ 
trols are prc^essively going to dis¬ 
appear. t^^re each country wi!) have 
a few control to take care trf il^: 
ttomestic problemst but wheK, by anif 
tatfe, a worMl tiuding system wiii; 
come up. Abd if you i^ore that 
s)utem, youl] be very isolated in your 
(^radons. 

What we've tried to do is show that 
we ate also omiing away from restrio- 
dve tra(&ig blocks to a muhiiateitd 
trading We show them otir 

new import poiii^y. We show them ouf 
new inoustrim po^ and we show that 
we are not bmhg restrictive. 

What we also say is that India in the 
last 40 years has a certain standing. 
We have peyt^ delatdted on an agree¬ 
ment. We nstve set conditions tot 
foreign coBadforathmi; bm we’ve nev¬ 
er dmaulted on them...We’ve never 
defaulted on a fore^ tofn, which is 
very cred^hte. , 

{ What we say is that we see dad ^ 

I must open out, we omsi; rariom^t 
but we' must do it jft a pase Web w», 
can afford. We cannot e^oxd 200 per 
cent inflation. We are .aot wit^ fo 
liberalise ovesrmght anp -pay a very, 
very heavy price, 

And it’s ftiadamerdally dtffomm^. 
us. In Eastern Ehlcme. .you- bpve^ 
cmain areas where you have eawT' 
40O-S@O per cent infiiu«ai; 

.But as far as Intha is oomnnHKij m: 
iiei» may strati^. 


Ym, Mmit cHt (for tiW Is m 
handk. We have a tmiring smao scite 
set^ wl^ is much lugger than you 
tbildc'it'-im-. 

We iiiwe fo change. We have tiH 
ffiodcndse^iWe have fo faep 
the rest e|.i|ieiMrild. Bm thm 


smatim 


detrjset from our stisUgBu few .die last 
■So yam. ' 

We have ^ited t^ Uberulising in 
uertmn aeeas. But if .ftdfow what 
.die Lbdmd.i^ate8 or £uit^ did over 
:d>e hist 50 years, I 4emt ddnk mir 
dhangcs are any d^rent. They had to 
take eett»n meeaureafo develop their 
sndustty andthe 





B You can’t say you 
won’t allow any 
foreign companies. 
Nobody is going to 
allow your companies 
into his country 
in that case 


0i9 d|il jNPli nMBitpbi vrsTmV aSpwmHPwMNi 

that timcaM)Mmmt9mi(maiaw'«aui7 
And duM men dw jRanrimii^ 
toward tW-omrikm? 

A: It depends on how you lotdc at it. 
People see a tot of wetnesses in the 
Soviet Union, but we see a lot of 
strengths as wdl. 

Q: Ready? 

Ai Weil, tn the West, the general 
perception is that there are long 
queues, there is a recession and indus- 
.iSy is colh^iiqs. That’s not the way I 
see it. I think yon faaVe to recc^se. 
their strengths because of gformur,. 
perestroika and the changes that are 
going on. 

Ttey have one-diird of tfof world's 
taw materials. They have some of the 
largest plants in die vncnid. Lotrit at the 
land mass of the $omet Union. They 
have a population of 250 mShon., 
Whm they are really asking them¬ 
selves is: why should we simridise? 
’They ipend neariy 150 billtcm debars 
on sumdies of various kinds. Add, 
'what they rea% want to do is fd use 
that Same money to buy tethmdogy to 
improve and npgriuie dteirtkfliS'ntm, 
ffve a bettm deal to their people.. . 
The 0^ tliat is irrevemi^, 
Now, as far as India is cmaoenfod. 
dw^ have a tremendous idle fp iris^; 
We have a lot of deals bi die .amim iim 
medium scale sectns. 1 spentAwiMt 
in Iksam and I sawn im of commostt-' 
Utks and urengtfis. 

Never mind tlm 
etc. U 
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Vyma^'MmaA BmI JUh, 
r« wterMMl^liMrfar MW 1a«« 
Ik 

Ai Tlw {noUeiio «ie 4 SfemA ia 
ScwAi Ba«t Asa. Top^atioii bsaes «te 
(Msieot. BtWc prdbtien» ttre dillp- 
mnt. SocM pH>u«a^ are ^SRenait. 
You bav« to t«Ae tiiofle faction into 
aecounti ' ' 

lodoneata has a pcq»^^n of 190 
miBW people and i w<»^«dauta«t 
it is one of die success ^todes at the 
1980*. In seven or eight j>etir£, Uwy 
have tutnnf their oHuitty -afouod. 

This is what I always teH everybody 
to do: look around at die wc«td and 
see what's happening. We can't Sve m 
isolation. 

Q: It's bevhHd^t to sMwd as theilgh 
ptmtrvOffi has paaetd yocor cetteagW 
by, 

A: Well, every country has to evtdve 
its own r«^)onse to the chan^ that 
are taking place in the world. UyougOi 
to l&ircpe, you hnd that the ^tuatiew 
in GOR and Tedaod, or Hui^ry and 
Romania are totally different, Eadh 
one » different from die other. Peo|de 
don't realise this because they don't gb 
into the nitty^tty of things. They ge' 
by general Impressions. 

But the point is that some ecomir 
mies are strong and some are not. And 
each country is takine its o«m view- 
point on how to handk the situation. 

Similarly in India, we have to decide 
what laiits us. We have to stay in the 
international community. We have to 
move towards less restrictive tradiog 
but at the same time, we have to see 
what we nie capable of. 

If utt ppAs iqi everything totnonow, 
we'^Q go heakri^ everai^. 


1 ^ ’ 


' :Slce 'SutiT.lipak at the 
power, Ifobo^ ta» ignore ymi. 

What we have to riect^nise isin 
eettaiB sectors we have to a&ow h^e- 
^ iadutniy. If you don't invest sosie- 
uniag. you don't get a return. You 
dtm I. funds yourself, so what are 
you going to do about it? 

. Sn yttoimve to invite fptetgn invest¬ 
ment have;4d da^cage, it. 




la rrr; 


1 r)-vTit}S) t it !u I'i «i 


Theie sire countiies mw wldch a lot 
ttf toibiiais ot»neioJni&i; USA> UK, 
Pniuiee, ftaiy, etc. They want 


hese so tim when di^ tourists come, 
they cm use Iboto.faciBttes. For inst- 
ance, the want to invest on 

the Buddhist cifBuit. < 

What is the hatsi in lening ^em 




fltoney hbo? There's no point h6h|g 


vAy we .ape gslag ahiwly? 
Ar^Hm hh^ <to set o«r own pan. 
Tedi9TpccM in IwSa ate ciitkisinig 
dhiajphig down.on infants- 
’.RntiPiie Iwfct fs dm .hnfiorts .and ex-' 


- _.'•■•■' x-L' 




■ By and large, a 
world trading 
system will come up. 
If you ignore that 
system, you’ll be very 
Isolated in your 
operations 


Qi What Is peer attitod* to tbe,p|iill: 
aectorxdieBM we tnahe it mMc WB'? 
desa or questtmi hs rnttoH d* JINt,lMil' 
back the fronSm ^ flw State am tp 
the market prevah? '.'y ', 

A: Well, 1 would accept something m: 
betWfkto, My thinkiiig is not motivme^ 
by imue except pragmatism. Wod* 
dwide the trend is moving m a certain 
threction. And if you wbnt to einst # 
part of a global economy—which yon 
lutyB to because you can’t Uve in isblaT. 
'dad—'daen you have to accept the 
tfujndple diat all investment must pay. 

. Today, the puhhcsector bsn a socuil. 
ibeed—nobody denies dtat. But that 
adchd need has b certm cost: it can’t ' 
Ito allowed to become a burden. 

^bet today is even if you bad a- 
retura of Rs 5,800 crores on the public 
sector, it would help you cut down ludf 
your deficit. The point is that you ait 
not getting it, ■; 

But why aren’t you getting it?^^l 
don't buy the argument that the pub^ 
sector can't make profits because 
there are several units fiiat do irndto 
profits. Finatiy, it is a question of tak¬ 
ing hard decisions. 

Q: Such as? 

.At Welt, I’ve made it very dear thatfS 
fin- as the ministry of «ofamerce .|i 
concerned—though most of auriNfldid. 
sectors are making money^tl^., 
adiere our imita are poti^evatlng.itol' 
.kind of rdum W« need, wcAto jtialaR< 
hard dedsions, We are even ptegl^tgd 
to dint them down. Not bocayae We. 
want to .save the money, hut btohade' 
we want to me it beher.. . ' 

' We are restracturini; BTC and ’ 
MMTC and a lot of oiM.otIpaikHH 
dons not tom 

mising or cm^«iM»MuiihBA.vieto 

towards makhafi diem htofe pfteijdive;. 

The issueJi t^ptofe profitalidtitv.;. 
Tdte m>c, have a Vt$ m 

crore proSl, Tlijiaiitt is to 
rroc or die 

. The faoblir:dipb:t!mr ptofitablBy 
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Q: ts Kashmir any nearer a solution 
now? 

A: There arc no simplistic solutions 
We arc a parliamentary democracy 
And whether it is Pun)ab or Kashmir, 
political priorities must take prece¬ 
dence over every other mailer. The 
political system has to prevail, Elec¬ 
tions have to be held. The point really 
IS. when does the condition arise for 
that political dialogue'^ We are com¬ 
mitted to the political process, but il is 
ground realities which will determine 
when the state is ready for it 

But at the same time, Kashmir, 
Punjab or any other part of India is 
not negotiable. We can talk about the 
politics ot the matter, but that does 
not affect the basic fact that they are a 
part of India 

We do not negotiate about Khalis- 
tan or secession. Those are not issues 
to be negotiated There is no question 
of It. 

Q: Were you really against the Puitjab 
accord? 

A: Not m piinciple. I told Rajiv that 
we must have an accord. But I felt that 
an accord could only succeed if the 
local leadership was totally committed 
to It You cannot do an accord if 
two-thirds are opfioscd to it. You can't 
gloss over the cracks and ignore local 


ground realities 

When we signed the Punjab accord, 
1 felt that Badal and Tohra had more 
clout than Barnala and so should have 
been consulted But once the accord 
was signed, we all wanted it to suc¬ 
ceed-—myself included—and we tried 
desperately to make sure it went 
through. 

But common sense told me that if 
two-thirds of the people on the field 
opposed It, then it wasn’t going to 
work So, for six months it looked 
very good. But from the seventh 
month onwards.. 

So I didn’t oppose the accord 1 
expressed my views but when the 
decision was taken, 1 went along with 

It. 

When It ran into trouble, I was sad 
I didn't feel that I had been proved 
right The people of Punjab have 
suffered enormouslv 




Q: You talk about ‘delivering’ a lot, 
but there is a feeling in the country that 
your government is less interested in 
delivering than in filing FIRs and 
trying to sustain itself on the sins of its 
predecessors. How do you respond to 
that? 

A: (Pause) Well, I don’t want to pass 


comments on individual subjects, but 
let’s put It like this We are the 
government of the day and it is not my 
style to be critical of the past. We’ve 
had a political battle and the jrcople of 
India have decided who has won and 
who has lost 

That matter is over 
Now we have to deliver That’s 
what the people of India expect. 

What a couple of people m the ^ 
ruling political circle believe is not 
necessarily what the people of India 
may feel The people will judge us by 
what we do It is not relevant today 
what the previous government did 
My problem is a shortage of time. I 
can use the present to deal with either 
the future or the past. As far as I am 
concerned, the past is over It’s gone. 

1 prefer to deal with the future. 

Q: So you don’t approve of vindictive¬ 
ness? 

A: It’s self-defeating. If you allow 
yourself to be dominated by what 
somebody did two months ago or two 
years ago, then you can’t really de¬ 
liver. 

In this game, you can’t afford to 
look at things personally. It is not 
done 

And pobtically you know, it is no- j 
body’s birthright to rule the country 4 
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forever. The good thing is we have 
elections every five years And I am a 
great believer in change. 

We are a nation of 850 million The 
biggest insult to the Indian mind is 
when people talk of alternatives You 
have ."^0 people in the Cabinet today 
They can go tomorrow and another 30 
people will come What difference 
does It make'’ 

What we should realise is that in a 
democracy, the people are supreme 
and they will determine the future 
Everyone’s dispensable And that's a 
good thing. 

Q; So you don’t approve of all these 
FIRS'? 

A: I’m not going to comment on an 
individual matter. But as a .system, 1 
don't like dwelling on the past 

Q; In 1977, your aunt would have been 
quite content to have left politics, it 
was probably Janata’s prosecution 
that launched her on her comeback. 
Are you at ail concerned that the same 
thing might happen with another mem¬ 
ber of your family? 

A: I’m not going to generalise But as 
far as Mrs Gandhi was concerned, she 
lost, she accepted the responsibility 
and she was quite content to let things 
be. 

There’s no doubt that when Janata 
prosecuted her. there was an upsurge 
within the country and within the 
party and it helped bring her back 
^ much faster 

Q: Do you think the prosecution is 
going to be as counter-productive this 
time? 

A: A vendetta is always counter¬ 
productive. There’s no doubt about it 
And I have no hesitation in saying it 

Just look back at what happened to 
us. I don’t like to think about it 
because it’s not important, but it 
didn't do anybody any good We still 
won the election That should be a 
lesson for us not to follow suit. 

Now everybody involved is over 21 
and they’ve got to see this for them¬ 
selves. But the fact is it never works 
And if you are vindictive and you are 
restrictive and you try and worry 
people, they always hit back at you. 

TTiat fact is that because of the 
strength of our democratic institu¬ 
te tions, you can’t fix anyone You may 
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think that today you are sitting in 
power and you can do it, but you 
can’t You can’t do It It doesn’t work 
You can get away with it for one or 
two days, but the third day. it will 
come to you It’s stupid 

I say this quite openly 1 feel that 
the people have elected us If you 
want to use the present time for the 
future, then fine. Otherwise 
(shrugs)... 

Q: You say that you oppose the FIRs 
because you don’t want to be vindictive. 
But, let’s face it, your critics within thik 
government say there is another 
reason: you arc just terrified that your 
name is going to crop up in one of the 
investigations. 

A: (iMughs) They can take my power 
of attorney for the past, present and 
future. They can go to Switzerland or 
wherever they want and check up 
anything they want to. 

1 have nothing to hide 

R0F0R5/HDW/AIRRUS 


Q: One view is that because the gov¬ 
ernment has spent so much time on the 
investigations, it will end up being 
Judged by whether it returns with 
proof of the CongressfD’s involvement 
in corruption. It will not be Judged on 


Its own performance. You think that 
tactically this is a mistake? 

A; All these questions about Bofors, 
HDW, Airbus and all that, they are a 
different thing altogether I don’t be¬ 
lieve that the election was won or lost 
on these issues at all 

Q: Really? 

A: Yes, 1 don’t think they were that 
important. If you analyse the general 
election, you find that the Congress 
was defeated, but it was not routed 
Look at It practically We won the 
northern states and the BJP also won 
sizeably The Left Front lost ground in 
Kerala, but gained in Bengal And the 
Congress carried the south 

If you take the view that it was this 
issue—Bofors, HDW or whatever— 
then It shouldn’t have happened that 
way It should have been national. 

The Congress swept the south 
That’s the correct word They swept 
the south much more than we won the 
north 

So I don’t think one should arrive at 
any snap judgements because the re¬ 
sult was not the same throughout the 
country. 

You know, I have conducted sever¬ 
al election campaigns and 1 have 
found that no election is the same. No 
two elections in a general election are 
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Atr you iHttencIng yourself from the 
govommeiit? 
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the same They are different, situa¬ 
tions are different cverywheic 

You have to accept that when the 
people cast their vote at the las! 
general election, they gave you a 
mandate, but a mandate with reserva¬ 
tions They did not knock out the 
Congress parly. After all, U)2 seats is 
not a small amount 

So I don’t think we should forget 
that 

Basically, people are interested in 
performance They are not interested 
in your vendettas If you don’t deliver, 
you will lose out It is not easy 
surviving in this system 

The point is that every individual 
has his pride Fveryone thinks the 
Indian electorate is very intelligent 
You can’t fool them And if in their 
opinion they feel you will do good to 
them, they will vote you m And if you 
can’t deliver, they’ll vote you out 
They are not interested in party flags 
and individuals 

Because of the numbers, we now 
have a government where accountabil¬ 
ity will be at Its highest. And if you 
hold public office, you should be 
prepared for it. 

Q: But it isn't as easy as it sounds. How 
do you react to the pressures within — 
from these 142 MPs'f Devi Lai has 
called you names. He's complained 
that loo many Jan Morcha peo|de have 
seats in the Cabinet. 


A: (Laughs) Well, I wouldn’t like to 
comment on anything Devi Lalji has 
said 

DISTANCE FROM 
80¥EBNMENT 

Q: Yes, but what’s it like functioning 
in such a government? That’s the other 
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side of 'accountability and delivering 
the goods’, Isn’t it? 

A: (Smiles) Let me put it this way. My 
day-to-day operations are not affected 
by any of those statements 

In fact, I just had a call from a 
colleague of mine, asking if I read the 
latest statements! But I’m in the happy 
position of reading very little of all 
this I’ve a one-track mind and con¬ 
centrate on running my ministry. 

Q: Yes, but that's all you seem to 
spend your time doing. 

A; The point is it is not my style to do 
things in half measures. I have a 
responsibility and I must discharge it 

Q; Nobody disputes that. But when 
you were power minister and internal 
security minister under R^jiv, you 
managed to do more than just concen¬ 
trate on your ministry. Now, you seem 
to be distancing yourself from this 
government by concentrating only on 
the commerce ministry. 

A: Well, if you go back in time, a lot of 
people were complaining that I had 
been demoted when I became power 
minister (smiles) 

Q; Minister without power was the 
phrase we used. 

A: Yes (laughs) That’s right The fact 
IS that as energy minister, 1 spent my 
time on the ministry of energy and 
nothing else And there were lots of 
complaints that 1 wasn’t meeting peo¬ 
ple, but I didn’t meet them because it 
wasn’t my business to meet them 
Earlier, I was general secretary of the 
party, so I used to meet everyone. But 
as energy minister, I refused to meet 
them and people thought I was being ^ 
very uppity 

Q: That’s a very ingenious parallel. 

But the feeling does persist that you are 
distancing yourself from the Janata 
Dal’s shenanigans. 

A: It is not a question of distancing 
myself The point is I just don’t have 
the time As 1 told you earlier, while it 
IS very important what you do, it is 
equally imjxirtant what you don’t do. 

My responsibilities are to the com¬ 
merce and tourism ministries. Whoev¬ 
er is in charge of the party will 
discharge those responsibilities. I 
don’t see why I should concern myself 
with them when I have a job to 
handle. 

Q: And it has nothing to do with the 
fact that you don’t agree with a lot of 
what is going on? i 

A; We are a collective team. We have T 
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a collective leadership. I am a member 
of the top policy-making bodies, 
Whatever views I have to express, 1 
will express at those bodies. But once 
decisions are taken, I support them. 
That’s how the system works That’s 
what Cabinet government iS about 

RAJIV GANDHI 


Q Do you 
oppose the 
FIRs bcicause 
your name 
might come up? 

■n They can 
ttl take my 
power of 
attorney and 
can go to 
Switzerland or 
wherever they 
want to. I have 
nothing to hide 


Q: Do you bear any ill-will to Rajiv 
Gandhi? 

A; No. Whv should T' 

Q: Well, because he treated you quite 
badly, that’s why. 

A: II'.' suffered for it. I didn't (laughs). 

Q: It’s that simple? 

A: The lact is Rapv was Piime Minis¬ 
ter We fought We won He lost It's 
as -imple as that 

Now' (he slate is clc.in W'hy should 1 
bc.'ir any ill-will ’ 

(j: You are. presumably, aware of 
moves within the Congre.ss(I) to recall 
you? 

A: Where's the i.|uest!on ot the Con¬ 
gress paitv leealling me’ I'm not at 
.iiivone's beck and call (laughs) 

(J: ,411 right. Not recalling you, but 
inviting you. 

.4: rtu' point IS I'm a member of the 
.ian.ita l)al and in the political game as 
I see It f\ei voile slioiild keep talking 


Q Wereyou 
really 
against the 
Punjab accord? 

n Notin 
nl principle... 
But common 
sense told me 
that if 

two-thirds of 
the people on 
the field 
opposed it, then 
it wasn’t going 
to work 


to eai h othei I think there’s no harm 
in that 

People who sav thc\ don't meet ,4, 
B oi (. only show their liiek of 
rnatuntv M.iny ot mv colleagues have 
iiskcd me it lhc\ should talk to ( cm- 
gressiiuii And I've said, “(')l sourse' 




'lalk to them, invite them and do it 
openly'” You don’t have to meet 
somebody under the banyan tree at 
midnight What for'' It is a free 
coantrv It isn't a [xihce slate 

Q: In lhal case, the obvious question. 
Is there any truth to the rumours that 
you are in touch with Riyiv? 

A: Yes, of coiiise. I’m in touch with I 
him I've met him several times. And 
we meet .it banquets Why, we just 
met d.iy belore yesterday' 

Q: And does that mean there may be 
realignments? 

■A: (Laughs) Wt arc in the govern¬ 
ment We are in the Janata Dal He is 
m the Congress So good luck to the 
Congress Ciood luck to the Janata 
Dal And let’s leave it to the people of 
India to decide 

What I’m trying to say is that it’s not 
a question of leahgnmcnts Why must 
bariiers exist between anyone’’ We 
are a liemocracy It is a veiy healfjiy 
sign if people communicate with each 
othei 

It IS only a fool who doesn't com- 
muiiit.iic It's very immature and it 
lioesii t speak well politically of any¬ 
one if vou try to be restrictive in your 
behaviour .And it doesn’t do anyone 
any good It’s an open society • 
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Members of Himiu organissfions demonstrating in Trivandrum 


jrxists usually steer 
clear of religious con- 
troversies. but the 
t'P!(M)-leti Lett 
Democratic Front 
(I Dl') gi'vemmeni of Ketala has initi¬ 
ated a move that might land itself in 
one Recentiv. the I- K Nayanar reg¬ 
ime decided to amend the 'I'ravancore- 
Cochm Hindu Religious Institutions 
Act. l‘W>(), which cle.irly stipulates that 
only Hindus who believed in fiod and 
temple worship could become mem- 
hc'is oi elect 'dfice nearers to the 
st.ile s Dev.isvvom boards—institu¬ 
tions that ailiiimisiei I Imdu temples in 



The Kerala Marxist 
regime tries to gain 
control of Hindu j 

places of worship \ 

the Travancore-Cochin belt Of 
course, the aim of the Marxists is 
purely political, to gain control of the j 
temple administration in the Travan¬ 
core-Cochin areas 

The government's move came in the j 
wake of the histone Kerala High I 


Court judgment on 10 April. Follow¬ 
ing a petition filed by the president of 
the Kerala Hindu Dharma Protection 
Council. Muraleedharan Nair, a divi¬ 
sion bench of the High Court ruled 
that only those who believed in God 
and temple worship are eligible tor 
election to the state’s Devaswom 
boards Initially, the government 
wanted to file a special leave petition 
before the Supreme Court to set aside 
the High Court ruling However, the 
Speaker of the Kerala Assembly, Var- 
kala Radhakrishnan--he is close to 
the CPI(M) supremo, E M S Nam- 
boodiripad—felt that the veidict 
amounted to “legislation by the 
judiciary ” 

While delivering the judgment the 
High Court examined in detail the 
contentious Section Four ol the law on 
Hindu Religious Endorsements pas¬ 
sed by the then Tiavancorc-Cochin 
Legislative Assembly m Ib.SO Under 
the legislation, only Hindu membeis 
of the Assembly could vote for any 
election to the Devaswom boards. The 
High ('ouit. while upholding the 
validity of the law. gave its histone 
ruling 

The government’s argument before 
the court was that Devaswom boards 
were administrative bodies and even it 
Marxist legislalois were elected, it 
would have no impact on the religious 
aspects—which weie looked after by 
the thuniiics, who decided what the 
temple rites should be and how they 
should be performed 

Speaker Radhakrishnan also 
pointed out that when the disputed 
law was enacted, several amendments 
to It wcic brought forward seeking to 
define the term “Hindu” as one 
who believed in the Almighty 
and temple worship The Assembly, 
however, dismissed all of them sum¬ 
marily But in 1984, Ccmgrcss(I) chief 
minister Karunakaran brought an 
oidinance which clarified that a “Hin¬ 
du was one who believed in God and 
temple worship" The move was clear¬ 
ly aimed at keeping the Marxists off 
temple tilists At that time a majority 
of the Hindu MLAs were in the 
Opposition benches and communists 
who refused to swear by God—and 
they didn't because it was again.st 
party ideology—were not allowed to 
contest Devaswom board elections 
But the ordinance was allowed to 
lapse as Karunakaran could not mus¬ 
ter enough legislative support 

Taking advantage of this, in 1989, 
K (> Venugopal. an activist of the 
Congress(S)—a constituent of the rul- 
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ing LDF coalition—was elected to a 
Devaswom board by Hindu legislators 
of the CPI(M). But the Kerala High 
Court squashed Venugopal’s election 
in the famous 10 Apnl judgment 
Pushed to the wall, Speaker 
Radhaknshnan suggested legislative 
amendments and hurriedly introduced 
the Travancore-Cochin Hindu Reli¬ 
gious Institutions (Third Amendment) 
Bill in the House. If it becomes a law, 
the immediate fallout would be that 
Saraswati Kunjukrishnan of the Con- 
gress(l) would lose her place in the 
Devaswom board to the LDF 
nominee, K G Venugopal, whose 
election was set aside by the High 
Court recently But the Bill has 
already run into trouble, with the 
Congress! I) and several Hindu orga¬ 
nisations determined to thwart the 
government’s move Former chief 
minister K. Karunakaran of the Con- 
gTess(I) has. m particulai, criticised 
the LDF regime for “trying to thrust 
non-believers on the administration of 
temples." He also accused the Marx¬ 
ists ct mixing religion and politics 

U nderstandably, the Nayanar reg¬ 
ime IS in a dilemma It simply 
cannot ignore the powerful Hindu 
oiganisations in the .state, all of whom 
are dead against the Bill Swamy 
.Salyaiianda Saraswati, patron of the 
Kerala Temple Protection Council, 
warned that any attempt to entrust 
temple administration to non¬ 
believers would be resisted Argued 
Saraswati “A temple is a place of 
worship and how can people who do 
not believe in God be allowed to 
interfere " 

Regarding Speaker 'Varkala 
Radhakrishnan’s assertion that since 
Devaswom boards were funded by the 
gi'vemment, it has a certain responsi¬ 
bility to discharge, the Swamy said 
that the annuity being paid to the | 
board was no charity. Becau.se. all the 
landed properties of the temples were 
taken away by the government 
through legislations Added Saraswa¬ 
ti; “If one were to calculate the 
present value of those properties, the 
current annuity of Rs 4h.,‘i lakhs fixed 
40 years back is peanuts ” He also 
warned that any move to circumvent 
the High Court ruling would not only 
amount to a contempt of court but | 
would also be a challenge to the 
entire Hindu community 
The government is trying to sell the 
line that it is trying to gam control of 
the temple trusts solely because the 
Devaswom board has become a cess¬ 



A temple In Trivandrum: will the 
Rtarxisto gain control? 


pool of corruption. K Mohanan, foi- 
mer MP and president of the CITH- 
led Travancore Devaswom E.mployces 
Federation, chaiged that the board 
was neck-deep in scandals 

Bui Hindu organisations in the state 


are su.spicious of the government's 
intentions Asked a senior RSS lead¬ 
er. “Will the administiation dare to 
take over the churches and mosques of 
the state'’" The RSS is also upset at 
the recent proposal adopted b> the 
Travancore Devaswom Board which 
says that non-Hindus could enter tem¬ 
ples under its jurisdiction. Hindu 
organisations are all the more piqued I 
becau.se the controvcisial idea was 
mooted by the pre.sident of the board, 
who happens to he a relative of 
Namboociiripad and is himself a 
nominee of the LDF. There is a 
feeling among Hindus that Devaswom 


boards are being used by successive 
governments to ticcommodate politi¬ 
cians and the religious trusts have 
been reduced to state-run corpora¬ 
tions 

Within the House too, the LDF 
regime faced a lot of hostility. Con- 
giess(I) members vehemently 
opposed the Bill But the unkindest 
cut came fiom none other than the 
former CPl(M) leader, M V Ragha- 
van. Much to the embarrassment of 
the Marxists, he said, “If you are 
communists, why do you want to be 
recognised as Hindus’’ Your own lead¬ 
er, EMS, had declared a few years 
back that he was a communist and not 
a Hindu " 

Fearing that the Hindu fun¬ 
damentalist groups could upstage the 
Congress(I) on this sensitive issue, 
Karunakaran has somewhat modified 
his stand on the Bill 1 le has reported¬ 
ly assured the CPU Ml leadership in 
Kerala that he would ask the Congres 
s(l) nominee. Saraswathy Kunjukrish- 
nan, to lesign from the Travancore 
Devaswom Board After all, Karuna- 
kaian reasoned, the purpose of the 
Bill was to unseat her and fill up the 


vacancy with an LDF candidate 
Realising perhaps that the political 
fallout of the issue could be disastrous 
for the LDF, the government has 
finally decided to clanfy in the Bill it 
has iniroduced in the Assembly that 
all nominees for election to Devas¬ 
wom hoards should declare their faith 
in God and temple worship This 
strange clause will be tagged on to the 
amendment Bill when it comes back to 
the Assembly for its final passage 
And if Marxist members do declare 
faith in God and temples, they will be 
creating history of sorts. • 

SnaiUtar Plttay/THvandrum 


The Kerala 
Assembly 
Speaker, Varkala 
Radhakrishnan, 
feels that since 
Devaswom boards 
were funded by the 
government, it 
certainly has a 
responsibility to 
discharge 
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BACK IN 

ACTION 

After a period oj introspection, Rajiv Gandhi hits the road 


T ill' ciMneh.ick Iiiiil R;i|iv 
sftrus to h.ne lii'i. kUhI, 
leads b\ v\.i\ .)! scioiitl-Llass 
lailwav torn[iailnieiils. diis- 
t\ one hoise towns ,ind 
open-top |ec|is with the onasional 
Maruti (Jypsv Ihiowii m tor iclief - 
frr)ni which bc-muscil ciowds can tie 
hectoicd into piopei appreciation 
Secuiity IS taboo (no bullet piool c.its, 
Black C'at commandoes, etc ) on tins 
mitifile-witli-the masses as are 

the usual hangets-oti (reail R K Dh.i 
wan, M I hotedat. Satish .Shaima) 
k.(|ualK dispensible are Marti vShank.ii 
Aiyai's speech-w ril'iijr skills, all 
hhaskons aie to be extempoie, in 
(olloquial Hindi, <iiid tattled ott with a 
fluenev iinhcaid ot in (landhi s liiimc- 
Jekhi«i-h(ti ilays The aii-conditioncil 
piime ministershi[t is histoi\ Leader 
ot the Opposition (lanilhi intends to 
sweat his way back to powei 

hirst on the new improseil Rajiv's 
agenda a Bharat diirshun where 
direct eont.icl with the people would, 
piesuniiihlv. set things right toi the 
Congress And m keeping with 'he 
i current obsession with his namesake, 

I the M.ihatma the torn woukl som- 
i inence m C'hampaian district o( Bihai, 

I where Ciandhi|i harl began his non 
1 cooperation movement 
I On 12 June, therefore, a King Air 
I five-sealei .iircr.ift was hired tiom the 
I Delhi Flying C lub, R.ips weighed 
I down onlv with a suiie.ise enteied the 
I cockpit and (lew to a Second World 
War vintage aiistrip on the outskirts 
ot Ravdul in north Bihar Fits some¬ 
what dubious record at piloting the 
nation notwithsianding, the lormer 
Piime Munster evenitcd a laultless 
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landing, and emerged from the craft, 
to board a )cep which was to take him 
10 Raxaul. proper 

It took Ciandhi 20 minutes to ex¬ 
ecute the three-kilometre stretch to 
the town. And as Ra)iv rode down the 
mam street m an open |eep. large 
ciowds materialised on either side of 
the toad, some gaping at him in idle 
curiosity, while others cheered him 
in the manner of die-hard suppoiters 
A MsibU-moved Ciandhi made his 
usual gestuies a namuikar heie, a 
h.mdsh.ike theie and the occasional 
iMil.ind thrown back into the crowd 
Raxaul tormed the pattern for much 
ot Ra|i\'s visit His piogress through 
the stale—Betia, Muzaffarpur, 
Barauni, Begusarai, Lakhisarai. 
Sheikhsarai and countless villages— 
wa.s marked by large,attentive crowds, 
who seemed to have lurried up out of 
then own swcel will, and not because 
Iliev li.id been promised a Irec meal 
and Rs 10 It mass iont<iei had been 
the Congress piesidein's piimarv 
ob|ective dullin' his Bharat dtiishan, 
he had in.ule an excellent beginning in 
Bih.ii 

R a)iv too seemed leasoiiably 
satisfied with the way things had 
worked out He told Sunu xs “I had 
iioi expected such .i i espouse This is 
very encouraging Both paity woikers 
arici the people h.ivc reacted with 
ticmeiidous warmth and enthusiasm 
during this visit I can always tell the 
clillereiice between an organised 
Liowd and a spontaneous one This is 
a spontaneous lesponse, which is also 
mdieative of the resentment against 
the present government ” 

But rathei than criticise the Dal 
government. Rajiv coneentiatctl on 
putting his ease before the people 
The reasons behind the electoral loss 
ot the Congress came in lor special 
mention Gandhi had his own views 
on the matter, “Some people say that 
we lost the elections because' the 
leaders of out party were fighting each 
other, some others say that we lost 
because of the Bhagalpur riots, yet 
others suggest it was the Ayodhya 
issue, while some say we lost because 
of the erosion in our vote bank I feel 
all these assessments are coriect, but 
the question arises as to why the 
Congress could nett deal with these 
The people were misled because Con¬ 
gressmen could not reach the people ' 
The confessional mood prevailed 
through most of Rajiv’s public 
speeches. The Congress, he said, had 
won the 1971. 1980. 1984 elections 


only on the strength of a wave The 
party had no organisational structure 
since 1971. Now, his priority was to 
get his house in order in time for the 
next gcncial election Urganisational 
elections would be completed in eight 
to nine months, and a fresh mem¬ 
bership drive launched The piimary 
members ot the party would deal >vith 
the problem ot dissidence in their own 
way Only when the party was lighting 
In, would he come back to the electo- 
late for a fresh mandate“-thcre \vas 
absolutely no question of his toppling 
the Raja to gel back into Race Course 
Road through the back door. 

All this in chaste Hindi, with no 
trace ot the public-school affectations, 
which marked him a Dosco the mo¬ 
ment he opened his mouth (Of late, 
Gandhi—in a move bound to gladden 



Rajiv’s meetings 
attracted large crowds, 
who turned up of their 
own will, not because 
they had been promised 
a free meal and Rs 10 



Mulayam Singh Yadav's heart—has 
begun to work on his Hindi, even 
going to the extent of poring over 
Hindi newspapers toi the better part 
of the morning ) 

His oratorial skills practised on the 
residents ot Raxaul. Gandhi was led to 
a “special" lunch, laid out b\ the local 
Congress leaders But, in keeping with 
his new man ot the people image, 
Rapv refused the lepast. pieterrmg to 
squat with the parts workers on the 
floor and eat off leaf plates, no less. 

F rom Raxaul it vvas on to Betia, 
where, .it around b pm. Rajiv 
boaidcd the second-class eornpait i 
inent ol 442 Down passeiigci train to 
Muzaffarpur Why second-class’’ The 
decision, explained (>andhi smilingly. 


had been taken by the Central Work¬ 
ing Committee of the party And why 
had he played along'’ "This wav I can 
be with the people," he said 

At the Betia railway station, howev¬ 
er, Raiiv seemed to have got too much 
ol a good thing The crowds on the 
platform made it impossible lor any¬ 
one to board the tram. In fact several 
newsmen would have been left behind 
if Ra|iv hadn’t appeared at the door of 
his compartment to pull them in This 
eager-to-please air survived through¬ 
out the tout, with Gandhi regaling 
journalists with his quip-a-minutc 
style ol political discussion 

What contributed to Gandhi’s 
cheerfulness, no doubt, was the love 
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1 lhat the people seemed to beat him 
j riie train to Mu7.iftarpur halted at 
I every station- alter every lU kms 
appioximately—and at every stop 
there were thousands waiting patiently 
I at the plattoini, hoping to catch a 
I glimpse of the lormer PM Those who 
j couldn’t Imd place on the platlorm, 

I clamhered on top of the tiain and 
I near-hv trees, and a loitiinatc tew 
I even managed to shtike hands with 
I him Rain, lor his part jumped into 
! the thick ol things, much to die 
consternation ot those deputed to 
gutird him suh-inspectors .S P Sagar 
and I P Ciupta ol the Delhi police 
“We were not expecting such crowds ’, 
they muttered helplessly, “how can 
two ol US contiol lakhs ol people 
Congress Icadei Dr .l.igannath Mis- 
lira alsi> advised Rapv ag.imst ming¬ 
ling with the crowd d he station was 
ill-lit, he c.ujtioned, ,ind K.ipv 
shouldn't iisk his hie m tins mannci 
j (iancihi snuhhed Mishia “When the 
people themselves want to sec me, 
why should 1 hothet about secimty ’” 

A nd the people ceit.unly did w<mt 
to see him Not suipnsingly then, 
the scene at every platlorm lesemblcd 
a public meeting moie than anything 
else, with Gandhi jumping into the 
I midst of the crowd, hancl mike in hand 
! to address the multitudes Old men 
I and women stood atound with g.n- 
! lands in hand, while one enterpiising 
j lady handed Rajiv a packet of piira- 
] thus and pickle, tor his dinner The 
j C’ongiess piesident shared the meal 
I with Dr Jagannath Mishra and other 
! Congress leaders at night, .ind it 
I dppeaiances aie anything to go by, 
I enjoyed it immensely 
i The five hour journev ended in 
j Muzaftarpur, the train ariiviiig a good 
I one hour late, in the time-honoured 
tradition of the Indian railways Rajiv 
alighted and made his way out, hand¬ 
ing over lus ticket to the collecloi. like 
any other passcngei 

In Muzalfarpui. the lormei Piimc 
Minislei was put up at the ('ireuit 
House But his stay wasn't the most 
comfortable, the powei went off three 
times duiing the night, the an 
conditioning cJidn’l seem to work, and 
the mosquitoes seemed to have taken 
grave exception to the gieat man'.^ 
presence Bihar duel minister l.aloo 
1 Prasad Yadav had--- delibcratelv, said 
j some—called the distiiet magi.strale, 

I Amitabh Verma to Patna But the 
DM had alieady made a prestige issue 
out of making the Gandhi visit go oft 
well—and the arrangements were per- 
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In keeping with 
his new man off 
the people 
image, Rajiv 
squatted with 
the party 
workers on the 
ffloor and 
ateoffff 
a leaff |date 



Rajiv was scheduled to address a 
public meeting, where other Congress 
leaileis would also speak But, at the 
last moment. Ciandhi had a change of 
he,lit Nobody but oidinary paity 
workeis would speak, he decieed Ab¬ 
out 10b Congressmen, thus, got the 
oppoitunny to haye their say, with 
then presideni listening patiently 
The move tlidn’t go down too well 
with Bihar ( ongicss leaders, though 
Former chief minister Bhagwal Jha 
Azad, for one. was very iinhtippy at 
being kept oft the miciophone, and his 
supporters shouted slogans in an 
attempt to disrupt the meeting But 
Rajiv remained unfa/ed 

After having lea with the "intcllee- 
tuals” of the district at the campus ot 
the Jaw college, Gandhi boarded the 
tiain to Baiauni 

T hi.s louriiey wasn't one which Gan¬ 
dhi yvould be happy to remember 
His compartment was hot and sweaty, 
•ind Rajiv spent most of his time on 
the footboard of the tram .Several 
Congiess leaders weie in attendance, 
each trying to outdo the other, as far 
as sveophaney went Former Kerala 
Governor, Ram Dulari Sinha com¬ 
pared Rajiv lu the Mahatma, who had 
commenced Ins anti-British campaign 


in Champaran She was snubbed tor 
her pains l:x-MP Prabhavati Gupta 
earned Ciandhi's displeasure (or going 
on about her son's contribution to¬ 
wards the organisation ol his visit 
The train armed .it Baiauni at 
around 9 30 pm, and (Jandhi addres¬ 
sed an impromptu public meeting at 
the station itself A bullet-proof car 
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The decision to 
travel 

second-class 
was taken by 
the Central 
Working 
Committee of 
the party. And 
Rajiv is not 
complaining 


hai! been piovidetl bv ihe ailtninisli.t- 
lion. but Ra|iv piefetred to tide C'nn- 
i;iess MP S S Ahluv^alia s M.iiuti 
G\pe\ instead Altei .1 nifzlii’s sl.iv at 
tin Indian Oil giiesi limise in Baraiini, 
(iandlii hit the road to Slieikhsai.11, 
where he was scheduled to attend a 
state-level eonteience of t'ongress 
leadeis At evciy live kilometres there 



weie laiyeeiowds oi villaeiis, bealiru’ 
drums to j;ieel llie loimei Pniiie 
Mmisiei In one villaste, 'iandlii was 
madt to stop and taken to .i boiisi 
vvheie a newlv weil jnrl w ated to o 
eel's his blessines 
In I .ikhisaiai, the DM adv sed R,i 
|iv to ride a bullet [iiool sai as the 
Ntixalites weie lather aetive in ih.il 



I 


When Congress leader 
Jagannath Mishra 
advised Rajiv against I 
mingling with the 
crowds, he retorted, 
"When the people want 
to see me, why should I 
bother about security?” 


PHOrOGRAPHS JAGUISHYADAV 


aie.i (i.in-llii G. mbs led on to tils 100! I 
ol ibi \ 1 .iiuli I ops\ ni'tsad 10 tia'el , 
io I, iis.i 1,0 I In i.(o\''si'- 111,'de 
I ii'id I""s iiiip 'ssibiv , III las i It . 
'iH I oiK, a."' h ilf hour (<. j 

I o' I ! .1 ii' e ! /b aMi.' le SI u ts h I ht. ; 
p.ii 1V ii's's In,.' .1' s'n klis 11.1' haii wibv ; 
lull' he‘'(i s.'ii'. Its ! into 1 j>ublii, la!- ' 

U biaanse o| 'iir tnnM, ^onsds .11 1 

.III'nil,,'!se (I issi'l, ill Ic ,,dei i nis^ i 
,'\ii"ai I,SI' ,, '> ; > ii,i" nji ) 1 

I loin ^l'^ d Io n '1 il ssas on to Pal- | 

n.i Mill (i.iiidl.i Or'.11 desl tils Indian | 

\ii liiM s tlii'lit to I's'ihi L'oinp ihroiiuh ] 
till sasiiiil, I III s k liki sithei I'.issen 1 
"A o, .niii .listi sl.iiKbne .ii.Mind. suit ; 
sasi ni hatid 'saOnti' fsii bs .nrliiies', 
stall (o .innonlK’ I'o irdmi. Ihsil it 
" .s 'iiiK lit ti.'L'L IT' ids-nldH alion 
"Inn iliildien niiileo' atoiind waitiii). 
to lai.i di, Il inn I P.M s antoeiaph 
< )ii the ii.dt ( i.intlln to. .k ,1 (, w rm 
nules oti lo 1 oi'vivialiss' "'lit his kii 
mei I \ soileapiies 

1 >n Ills "holi II v\,is in enins'K new 
K,i|i. Ili.il the p’opls 'seit M.eini' 
\nd lli.rv liiinid up in insieasinulv 
laifrs miMibeis to ni.iivel ,il ills .ilniost 
inn.11 ulons ii.iiisbuni.nion fiiil onlv 
tin's .md 'he issuhs ol the next eles j 
lion I an till latln-i tli'\ approved 
ol till im.'tis o'Lili.nil • 

Rajiv Shukla/North Bihar with Seema 
Goswami 
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TAXING 

PROBLEMS 


Is the Vishwa Hindu Parishad guilty 
of tax evasion ? 


T Iil- Lountiv's nicisl powi rtul 
iclifiuius ('i^anisalion, llic 
Visliwa lliiulu PaiishiUl 
lias piovctl that It 
(.ail (.M'li lake on the ( cii- 
j tic In Maich tins \cai the income tit> 

I clepartmenl hail issiieil two notices to 
I the olhce-he.iieis ol this 1 linilii outlit 
I askinfi them to tnrnish ilet.iils ot the 
j V HP's liiiancial allairs loi the veal^ 
PtKiS-S'l .mil l'W‘t-hll I he income ta\ 
ilepaitnieni had Mispeeled ih.it the 
VHP Mas not ilisc'losnlf’ its real earn- 
mj’s anil loiilil he einliv ot las ee.ision 
Hut the ineome l.i\ .luthoiities had 
peihaps mis|iuleeil the politiial eioul 
ot the VHP '\s It tinned out it \sas 
the ineoine las depaitmeni that eiuled 
up beini; the losei 

! the las notices sseii si tied on 7 
Maicli, 1 ‘>‘>II I hat sen dal. hniiileids 
ol V'HP su(i(roitiis ilen'oiistiated m 
liont ol Piiine Minist''i \ P Smph's 
house I he H.IP. too, leportedlv pul 
piessuie on the t>o\ernment Result, 
the nest da\ the I T clepaitment was 
I nicliueted to iiithilr.iii the notices and 
I the olliiei who had seised them - 
! depiits dii'.'c’toi V H (iiipla was 
I transleiied out ol New Helhi lo I amil 
j Nadu I'hi VHP h.iil won I lom that 
I d.iv, no iniome las sleuth siould cl.tie 
i mseslic.ile the VHP's lin.incial affairs 
I And It IS not th.il the V'HP's linan- 
j ii.il de.ilnms do not iei(nire iiisestipa- 
I lion lhellotlici.il V B (nipia. who 
j was tiansleiieil loi .iclinp .ifz.nnst the 
: VHP. s.iis Hie ineome t.is depart¬ 
ment III I )elhi h.is in its possession a 
laiee lumihei ol li.mduleiil leeeipts 
issued h\ the VHP whieh it puisued, 
lould lesull in the loinielion ol all the 
It' memheis ol the eoverninc council 
I of this oii.Mnisation niihulinu the 
I seei.'l.iii cenei.il .mil \i|,ii.iia|c 
: Si India 

I 1 sen sii.uu’ei peih.ips is the case ot 
I the missinc dot umenis I he \ HP h.id 
hied Is tas lelinns tot the le.ii l‘kSK- 
ssi 111 t(i (tiiiiliLi |osn ,ind the PI 
leicij.' eleik h.ul .illumed th.it all 
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siipportinc cloenmenis had been sub 
muted Hosseser. not .i single docu¬ 
ment supposei! lo h.ive been .inne- 
sined lo the VHP's t.ix letiims loi 
PfKK-,Sb c.in be li.iced Neithei the 
V'HP noi Its ch.ntered .iceount.ints 
VA Sh.mk.n Ais.n and ( omp.ini, 
had botheied to subnnt duplicates ol 
the missing documents “Aie these 
documents missing or wtie thev never 
submitted at all. Was the leceijU 
eleik at the IT of I ice biibed to pul the 
St. imp without the annexuies ’" (iupta 
conieclures Wliatcvet the tiiitii the 
tact that the VHP did cveisthing to 

scuttle the cntjuiry into its hi.ei.il 

afl.nrs suggests that the org.inisarion 
h.id something to hide 

(lUpta lodav is e.xtremely biltei 
about the wav the VHP has got assav 
time and ag.nn He points out that the 
V''HP w.is .iccorcled the status ol .i 
ch.irit.ibic oig.iiiisation in lOSs de 
spile the Iknon l.iw mimstiv s advice 

Vijayaraje Scindia at the VHP’s 
tMlinyat ceremony: a powerful voice 






to the contrary The law ministry in its 
ruling on the ‘Viral Hindu Sabha' 
c.ise, had categoricallv stated that no 
organisation cieated lor purely reli- v 
gious purpo.ses should be accorded the ? 
status of <1 ‘charitable institution and 
allowed benefits under Section 8U(i ol 
the Incomi Tax Act The V'HP's 
avowed oh|ective is to propagate the 
cause of 'Hiiidulva', which presum¬ 
ably includes the demolition of mos¬ 
que- Vet, nof only did Rajiv Gandhi's 
Congress!I) government give ‘charit¬ 
able institution' status to the VHP but 
so did V P Singh’s government in 
March this year Consequently, dona¬ 
tions made to the V'HP are lax de¬ 
ductible 

T fiis concession, income tax depart¬ 
ment olticials cl.iini, has helped 
the V'HP to acijuiic enoimous fm.ui- 
cial. and political clout “The income 
tax dep.iitment has m its possession 
seieral numbered and unnumbered 
coupons anil receipts that the VHP ^ 
issued against donations m ullages^ 
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VHP supporters protesting in front of 
the PM’s house: bieckmailing the 
government? 

and tiiwfv, (iiiptci alk'^scs 1( is ilso 
sup.pcsted th.il Hindu tuidcis wiin 
s.ipporl the organisation use n to 
l.iundcr tliLir unaccountfd inonL-\ I oi 
instance, a iiadcr l>\ don.iling Ks 
I (too could get a leceipi shovsinc lie 
had given Rs 10.000 and ihetebv get 
tax deductions for the larger .iinoiin! 
All this could he proved d rheie is .1 
proper and detiiiled irivcstig.iiion into 
the financial atfaiis of the VHP And 
if Gupta IS to be believed, the VHP 
has not submitted piopei aveounts toi 
the fmaneial years !0ts7 SK, lOHiS-S't 
and ld8‘>-00 

But the VHP IS in iiv> mood to allow 
an investigation 7 he V7tP eonleiids 
that Gupta is sore .it being liansfeiieil 
and IS eoncoeting allegations against 
the oiganisation 'All oui aviounls 
ate upto date and we are ansvveiable 
to our eontiibutors. ■ .isseits VHP 
sccretaty-genenil Ashoke Singh;il He 


also vienies that the VHP ti.is bei n 
ai-Corded the sl.itiii', ol .i ehaiit.ible 
instilulioii (tn the vonlr.ov he 
claims that it is llu \'HP which is 
being peisecuted b\ tlie goveuinunl 
I lis specific complanil is legardmg the 
government s retusal to .illovv toieigil 
conliibutions I.m its temple pio|ecI at 
the disputed Ram .lanm ibhoonii i 
Babii \ias|id site 

' I hi ee ,1 ml . 1 - halt \ e.ii s ago 
10 OOO-odd 01 g.ims.itions vvlic leg 
isleied loi iLicivmg fuieien donalioiis 
running into ,1 total o' about Rs 400 
ciores savs Singh<d 'Hiat tiguie 
must b. Rs 1.000 ciores todav Most 
ot this monev he claims caiiic lioin 
Muslim and ( hristiaii grout)s abroad 
toi chant.ible woik in India In le.il- 
ii\ ■ he alleges -'n (the monev) is 
used to pioselytis.ilion of haekvvaid 
people like tiihals This is foreign 
monev th.il toieigiiers are poming into 
this coimliv to divide it \c-t. it is the 
\'HP al.me which li.is to apply to the 
home ininisti\ lor permission to 
accept each che'.|ue ttiom ibroad) 



Ashoke Singhal, secretary-general of 
the VHP: denying the allegations 


Tile fact that the VHP I 

did everything to | 

scuttle the enquiry into | 
its financial affairs 
suggests that the | 

organisation had ! 

something to hide 

I he tin,nice iniiiistiv cl.inns ih.it 
existing laws do not .illow loieign 
donations foi leligions pur|)oses Pi- 
nanee ministry ofliei.ils point out that 
the money that conics to icligious 
organis.itions loini .ibioad is solely 
meant for development and chai liable 
work They .idd that even the VHP is 
entitled to icceive foreign monev lot 
Its social projects In fact, the VHP I 
luns a rielwoik of tiostcis, prim.iiy and 
secondaiy schools, and hospitals m 
about 2„SI)0 pl.ices Mans of these 
projects bcnetil tribals and backwaid I 
class people in remote areas, .md the 
VHP receive monev trimi .ibio.ul lo 
run many ol them 

I he VHIk howc vi'i teels th.it it 
should also be allowed to leccive 
foreign funds foi icligious jturposc's 
■■f.veiywhere in the woild icligious 
eonlnbulions .ne licaUcI as cliariiy 
and .lie exenij)! Iron) t.ixes LXcept m 
India.” cc'mpl.iiiis Avhokc Singh.il In 
lad .inothet of tite \'HPs piobleins 
with the goveinnient stems liom its 
.illempts to I, use Im.inccs lot the 
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I u>nUo\t.’isi,il '\votlhv.! ivmplf I hu 
1 VHP h.is cic.ilfit .1'loipiis luiul <)l Rs 
: K Cl‘IK'S toi till, tc'liipli. ' imstiiu 
, lion Most n| (Ins IIUHHV Il.ts coMli 111 
; Ihi' liillll III SMI.ill iniltllhlliil'ns .Mill 

‘ ihis liiiiil IS ‘iKii i.ilK li.milliil In 
; .iimilici om.tiiis.itiiMi, tin. k.mi l.iiim.i 
! Utiiiiiii k'c.is nliicli h.is Its ullms 

: nitliiii lilt \ HP lic.iilt|u.iiii'is pic 

I niisfs 

I 111 VIII’ ' 1.Mills til,It till' K.iin 
! l.iiiiii.i HlniMM W.is IS .III imli-pc-ntlc111 | 
\ hiuK III).lie'll 'n .1 minihci nt lliiiclti i 
I t)ii;.iMis.iiioMs, .mkI iuH iiisl h\ the 
I VIII’ ' Wf ,iu niiK mllctlinj’ con 
I 11 ihiiiioiis loi ilic'iii s.i\s Siiiiih.il II 
I v\c spcM'J .1 silli'lc pillsc oill t'l these' 

' conlnbutioiis oiiisclet's, the entire 
.iiiioiiiit will bi .IS', Mined js mil iMconie 
; Mild we will be t.ixc'd on it ' At the 
s.iine time, .Sinnhal is meensed .it ihe 
i Utivenimeiit Im baniiin}’ loreijjn con 
tiibiitions to the N\,is On ‘1 Mav this 
. year, the home ministry wrote to the 
I Nvas saymii that it had decided "after 
i careful eoiiMdcratioii not to accord 
permission to the Nyas to leceive 
] loieign tunds" As a result, foreign 
I chec^ues amounting to a total c'f Rs 1 5 
! lakhs foi the temple project could not 
1 be cashed by the Nyas 
I This was at best a small victory for 
the government, but the VHP used it 
to make threatening noises The VHP 
claimed that many religious organisa¬ 
tions have been regularly receiving 
! foreign funds by declaring them to be 
for social and educational purposes 
But mans of these outfits, according 
to the VHP, have been using the funds 

36 


loi u'ligimis purposes. Yet, it was only 
the VHP that was being singled out 

T he goccinment itscll seems mine 
tli.in .1 little conliised on the issue 
kcplMiie to a c|uesiion in the 1 ok 
.S.ibli.i on M.ircli, l‘)90. Union 
lionu' mmistei Multi Mohammad 
S.ict'cd stud til,It' ,'i|ipio\ini;ilelv RshtI 
11 ores .lie repoited to have beeii 
Kccivi'd as loreign coniiibutions Im 
coiisiiuciimi .iiul lepaii of all religious 
places ,mcl Ih.il iheie is ni' b.in on 
ic'ceoine toieign eonti ibutions Im 
coiistiiKnon .111(1 maintenance ol icli 
mous pl.ites Subsequently (on 2^ 
M.irch. 199(1), deputy home mimstei 
Subocih Kant Sah.w told tlic I ok 
Sabha that icligimis org.misations 
wishing to leceive hinds from abroad 
must first registei themselves aiH lor- 
mally apjily foi permission to receive 

Ayodhya twnple; at the centre of a 
controverey 



foreign contributions .Sahay added 
that neither the Babri Masjid Action 
Committee, which wants the mosque to 
remain at the disputed site, nor the 
Ram Janma Bhumi Nyas, which plans 
to build a temple at the place, have 
registered themselves or sought prior 
permis.S!on to accept foreign funds 

The VHP points out that li the Nyas 
had not applied for permission to 
receive funds from abroad, how could 
the Union home ministry have written 
to It rejecting its application after 
“careful consideration” The VHP has 
an argument And the government has 
only exposed its contradictory stand 
on the VHP As one Janata Dal 
insider said, V P Singh has adopted a 
strategy of hitting the VHP in small 
matters and letting them go on more 
crucial issues I'he government might 
have blocked Rs 1 .5 lakhs of foreign 
funds but It has shown that it does not 
want to dig deep into the VHP’s 
financial affairs I'hc. reason for this 
kind ot behavioui on the govern¬ 
ment’s part IS fairly obvious 

The VHP commands enormous 
clout and knows that no government 
would date antagonise an organisation 
that claims to represent the religious 
interests of the Ifindus hounded in 
19f>4, the VHP today boasts of a 
membership of over five lakhs A 
VHP pamphlet claims that, “Hindus 
belonging to various political parties 
have increasingly started identifying 
themselves as Hindus and have joined 
the Parishad " Its members include 
government servants, officials. High 
Court judges, industrialists, business¬ 
men, educationists and intellectuals 
Itie Parishad spends much of its time 
oiganismg religious confeiences all 
over the country U plans to hold a 
ma|or celebration in Chicago (USA) 
in 1993 to commemorate the centen¬ 
ary of Swami Vivekananda’s famous 
address to the world religious meeting 
there 

It is suspected that the tiesbetween 
the B.IP and the VHP are far closer 
than what is ordinarily assumed V B 
Gupta alleges that the VHP financed 
the BJP during the last elections As 
long as Prime Minister V P Singh 
remains dependent on the BJP for its 
support to his government, the VHP 
can be rest assured that it will not he 
touched V P Singh, despite all his 
statements against the VHP, has 
shown that when it comes to the 
crunch he cannot act against the coun¬ 
try’s most powerful Hindu organisa¬ 
tion. • 
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The spot of the lynching: back to modievaiiam 


FRENZY 


The police say that mob violence led to the Bantala tragedy. 

But is that the whole truth? 


T he amber llght^ of the Last- 
ein Mcirupolildii bypass 
(EMB) glowed baiels five 
kilometres away If every¬ 
thing went well, the lour 
passengers of a white Maruti van 
cruising along the Caleulta-Basanti 
highway would have been home by 
eight that evening But everything 
went wrong as the cai approached 
Bantala, an innocuous hamlet on the 
eastern fringe of Calcutta By a 
strange quirk of fate, the four passen¬ 
gers were subjected to a kind of 
violence that showed that an insensate 
mob under Marxist rule could be as 
brutal as medieval barbarians 

On the morning of 30 May, a 
Wednesday, Anita Dewan and Uma 
Ghosh, senior officials in the state 
family welfare department, along with 
Ranu Ghosh, programme officer of 


the UNICEF, had set out for (iosaba 
in the Sunderbans m a Maruti van 
chaulfered by Abani Naiya, a health 
department dnver, to monitor lamily 
welfare programmes They had driven 
down to Basanti, the tt rmmal point on 
the Cdicutta-Basanli road which 
meanders through a lush green 
Wilderness that lies to the east of the 
metropolis Beyond Basanti, one 
avails of femes and motoiiscd 
boats to reach the hundreds of islands 
that comprise the Suiiderb.iiis 

Tfe officials began their journey 
hack along the same route, setting off 
from Basanti in their Maruti bearing 
family welfare and red-cross symbols 
towards the evening. It was a glitch- 
trec diive all the way till they reached 
Bantala haai (weekly market) in the 
backyards of Calcutta 
It was about 7.15 pm and all hell 


bioke loose when the car was passing 
through the crowded haul Naiya, the 
cirivei, noticed that a group of men 
were about to block the way As the 
region is known to be a crime-prone 
area, Naiya thought it wise not to take 
any chances, especially when he had 
thice women m the car So he did 
what he thought best he stepped on 
the accelerator 

The car surged and zipped past the 
trouble-makers Enraged by this act of 
defiance, an incensed crowd chased 
the vehicle raising the ominous cry, 
"The child-lifters arc running away ” 
The car turned right, raced over a 
conciete bridge, and then skidded off 
the road while negotiating a sharp left 
turn, and got irretrievably stuck in a 
wayside bog 

The frenzied mob came charging in 
the darkness, crying murder Like a 
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p,nk of hungry wolves, il dragged out 
the three women officers and the 
elnvci No one can say for sure how 
many people actually took part in the 
ghastly lynching that followed, but the 
police suspect that about 15 to 20 
haidcoie criminals spearheaded the 
attack, stripped the women and 
bludgeoned them with stones, lathis, 
kicks and blows The police say they 
also used small knives mean! for 
cleaning fish to lacerate the 
bodies of their victims Anita Dewan 
who suffered 46 injuries, had very 
little hair left on hei head Much of it 


Bantala and its adjoining areas 


Ranu (ihosh of the lINK'hb. Uma 
Ghosh and Naiya, survived the night 
and were shitted elsewhere the ne.\t 
clay While Ranu Ghosh was taken to 
Woodlands Nursing Home Uma 
Ghosh and Naiya were admitted to the 
SSKM hospital On 4 lune.Naiya too 
succumbed to his w'ounds 

The myth that the law and oidei 
situation in the state was best in the 
country had peisisted tar too long U>r 
inexplicable reasons and the Baniala 
indcient blew that bluff In the abs¬ 
ence of chief minister .lyoti Basu, who 
was away m J)elhi attending a cential 


w'as a pre-mcditaled attack," says a 
senior police official Both the police 
and local CPl(M) leaders believe that 
the tragedy could have been averted 
had Naiya stopped the car in the 
middle of the maiket, instead ol driv¬ 
ing away. "This incieased the suspi¬ 
cion of the people and sanity gave way 
to hysteria," s<iys Raipada Makal. a 
('I’I(M) leader fri'iii Bant.ila area 

Ifowever. Makal and Niinna l)e- 
bnath. another ('Pl(M) activist, say 
that the spreading of the luinour was a 
calculated move on the part ot some¬ 
one who had very definite intentions 
But the motive still lemains uncleai 
amidst a host ol possibilities I he 
relatives ot Anita Dewan. including 
her husband, Manoi Dewan. general 
secretary ot the Social Welfare Asso¬ 
ciation m West Bengal aie unwilling 
to buy the tlieoiv that it was a case ot 
mob violence It w.is a well planiicnl 
muider." the\ say though they are 
unable to piovide any clues to the 
possible motive 

One signilicant .isped ot the 
rumour doing the rounds in the area 
was that the child lifteis weie moving 
about in a M.iruti V.m I'hc police 
reveal that the KhmI loughs had stop 
peel vehicles and searchecj them during 
the few days piecedmg the Ivnching 
The ijucstion that has so tai lemained 
unanswered is who weie they looking 
tor ' Did they expect the kiclnapjiers to 
openly carry the childicii m cais’ Oi 
were the toughs ol Bantala, most ol 
whom owe allegiance to the ( PI(M). a 
party that hoIcK absolute sway in the 
aica. looking lor someone specitic ’ 

As the health department cai .sped 
away without giving the local goons 
the chance to identifv its occupants, 
their suspicion was heightened They 
were probably convinced that the peo¬ 
ple they were looking foi had slipped 
out ot their hands So when thev did 
succeed in besieging the car after it 
met with an accident, thev did not stop 
to find out whether a child was in fact 
being whisked away Instead they got 
into the act ot lynching right away 
without caring to find out who their 
victims weie 

A senior investigating officer told 
SoNOAY, "We are not precluding 
other possibilities and would probe all 
the theories that aic surfacing But, as 
of now, we have found nothing to 
suggest that it was something othei 
than mob fury at the heart of the 
matter ” 

Some of the other theories to ex¬ 
plain the Bantala crime are 
• The health officials, having hit upon 



was torn off her scalp by the mob This 
was revealed by one of Anita’s rela¬ 
tives, w'ho failed to recognise her body 
in hospital 

At .iboul 7 40 pnt,constables from a 
police c.tmp. .ibout h.ill a kilometre 
away,ainvetl at the sjiot By then the 
assailants had lied, leaving the tliiee 
officers and Naiya severely in|urccl 
The policemen m.ide frantic efhirts to 
slop passing vehicles, including bus 
diivers but no one wouki cooperate 
riiiallv, they forced a pick-up tiuck to 
slop .iiul set off towards 'Iiliala police I 
station 111 east Calcutta Accoiding to j 
Abani Biswas, offitei-in-chaige. III- | 
jala ifuina "'Ihe injured presented a 
ghastly jricture Of the three women, 
two weie completely naked and only 
one had some semblance of clothing 
on her body But all, including the 
drivci. had hoiritvmg wounds ' 

The victims were rushed to Chittar- 
an|an Hospital, wheie. according to 
.sources, .-Xtiit.i Dewan succumlsed to 
hei miurics at I It) am on .51 May 


committee meeiiiig ot the Cl’l(M). 
health minisiei Prasarita Sur admitted 
that the Bantala art.i was a haycn fcir 
anti-socials "The women ollicers 
should have letuincd before sunset,' 
Sur IS reported to h.ive remarked 
And Basu, wh(' has a dismissive way 
ot rebutting crilieisms, reacted in a 
iTumner that can at best be termed 
iiresjxinsible W'hen asked by repor¬ 
ters whether the incident was a leflec- 
tion on the state's law and ordei 
situation, Basu said "Why so' Anii- 
scx'ial elements do indulge m such 
activities " lo the chicl ministei. Ban¬ 
tala was no aberration He made it 
seem as though it was part ol life 

M ore than 15 days after the inci¬ 
dent, the motive behind the 
lynching remained unclear The police 
maintain that the officers weie the 
victims of mass frenzy built up by a 
rumour that child-lifters were ojieiat- 
ing in the area "So far we have found 
nothing which would suggest that it 
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;t drug racket, had incurred the wiath 
of coineone influential 

• The people of Bantala, who have a 
running feud with fishery owners, had 
planned to liquidate some of their 
opponents and struck at the health 
officials bv mistake 

• The real targets weie the Ananda 
Margis, who are trying to make in¬ 
roads into the .Sunderhans area 

Mano) Dewan,.is well as the I'N- 
ICTT,rulesoutthe drug racket theory 
Says a distiaught Dewan, “Anita had 
novel mentioned any such thing 
I Moicoser, the team coinpiised exten- 
I Sion vvotkers who had nothing to do 
I with the piociiiement oi distribution 
I ol diugs ' 

] I he seeoiui line ol reasoning, whith 
1 suggests that the tFl(M)-led lisher- 
men's unions were out to lough up 
some lishine barons who still control 
the legion's luei,itive tisheiies, is not 
entireK implausible Hut tbe pieces in 
the puzzle ate yet to fall into place 
However the el.iim made In 
'\vh,iiva Jag.idiswaran,inda, law 
seviet.irv o( the Ananda Maig. 
deepens the suspicion that the Hantala 
Ivnihing vv.is iiisleed a i.ise ol mis- 
diieiled wi,ith lagadiswai anand.i 



Anitn Oewan with her husband 


told Si NOAS that the Ammda Margis 
own a Maruti van similar to the health 
department vehicle and it was oltcn 
used bv the Maigis lot going to ihe 
Sunderhans via Hantala 

lagadiswarananda says th.il the le- 
hition ot the Maigis with the ( l’l(M) 
has beeome extremelv tense m the 
legion attei Ihe leligious seet decided 
to set up “mastei umis m evety block 
ol .Soutli 24 Paig,in,is disinct along the 
lines ot Its Anancl.magai pio)eii in 
f’uiulia F'Or this, the M.iigis have 
acquired land in one ol the aieas 
much to the chagiin ol the t’l’hM) 
Recalling the 1'>S2 incident in 
which 17 Maigis weie buini to death 


in Calcutta. Jagadiswarananda 
claimed that a rumour about child- 
litters being active had been spread 
then also ‘T learnt about the rumours 
in Bantala area a tew davs before this 
liagic incident and instructed our peev 
ple not to venture in that area," says 
the Acharya Jagadiswarananda also 
wonders why the tumour-mongers had 
been eategoiical enough to mention 
tli.it a Maiuti van was being used by 
the child-litters "Was our vehicle Ihe 
target he asks 

No matter what the motive behind 
the crime is, the f'PI(M) and the state 
administiation can hardly wash their 
hands oft by laying the blame squarely 
on the anti-socials The question the 
CPl(M) must answer is why the anii- 
socials wcic allowed to thiive in an 
area where the party is m absolute 
comm.ind The CPI(M) has advocated 
tough measuics against terrorists in 
Punjab and Kaslniiii but has con- 
sistcntv fought shv ol ciadicatmg orga¬ 
nised Clime in a st.itc it h.is been in 
povvci toi 12 years ()i could the 
rc.ihtv be the other wav round the 
( P1(M) has ihiivcd by striking a deal 
with the ailli-svic'ials ’• 

Anish Gupta/Caicutta 


-- ^ 



IMl^KS SCHOL/sRSHlPS 
1991 

^^13 Years : 161 Scholarships in Europe, OK, USA. 
Archaeology, Architecture, Business Administration, 
Dance, Environmental Sciences, Film Direction, 
Humanities, Journalism, Law,/viusic, Science, 
Technology, Theatre, Visual Arts.^’ 

Fifteen scholarships abroad are offered for projects or studies in any subject. 
Candidates must be resident in India, aged 19-28 with a good undergraduate 
degree. Selection will be based on a number of personal interviews. 


f or application lorni send stamped (R,s I M). srdi aiJdtesscd envelope (10 x 23 cm) to 

INLAKS FOCihDATIOM, PO BOX 2108, DELHI 110007. 

Completed applications are due by August JOth for admission in 1991 


SUNDAY 34-30 Juno 1990 


39 








IMANI-TALKI 


_ MANI SHANKAR AIY AR 

The Raja's PR 

i It has everything to do with Public 
Relations and little to do with PanchayatiRaj 

intended U) deal with nyaya pan- 
chayats m the context of judicial re¬ 
form rather than democratic decentra¬ 
lisation Why'’ Well, since so many of 
you, my deal readers, dash off irate 
Letters to the editor every time 1 play 
my KO record, let me ^ive yon the 
logic ol this approach in the words 
(which he will douhtkss now rue) of 
one of V P Singh's most enamoured 
“outside supporters”, E M.S Nam- 
boodiripad “There is no enthusiasm 
for nvava panchayats, the reason 
being that people do not expect 
elected punches to be objective and do 
justice to the poor Any proposal for 
bringing the judiciary closer to the 
people can, thcrelore, be considered 
only as a matter of reforming the judi¬ 
cial system and not as a part of the 
demiicratic decentralisation of admi¬ 
nistration ” 

Need one say more'’ 

The second “innovative" thought 
(and thiit closes the chaptci on flesh 
thinking by the NT') thrown up by the 
new dispensation is that village /lan- 
ihayats should, in a mannci of speak¬ 
ing, seek the ‘iidviic iiiici consent’ of 
the gram sahluet (comprising all adult 
electors m the village) much in the 
manner that the LS (’resident derives 
legitimacy from the approval and en¬ 
dorsement of the Ameiican Congress 
Ciood idea, we dropped it only foi 
the highly technical reason that in 
parts of India—such as the mountain 
terrain of Lahaul-Spiti or Arunachal 
Pradesh, the desert areas of Rajas¬ 
than, and the atomised tribal hamlets 
of the Aravalli lulls and the Dandakar- 
anya forests (where dwellings arc 
widely scattered even within a single 
village)— It might not easily be possi¬ 
ble to constitutionally enforce the 
holding of frequent gram sahha meet¬ 
ings And if one con.stitutional provi¬ 
sion cannot be enforced, the sanctity 
of the other provisions is called into 
question So, we thought we could 
leave this marginal matter to the dis¬ 
cretion of different states. 

But, whatever the constitutional 


Who IS the most ar¬ 
dent admirer of Rajiv 
Gandhi’’ Move over. 
K.K Tewari Come 
on board, V P 
Singh For, if muta¬ 
tion IS the highest 
form of flattery, the 
agenda papers pre¬ 
pared tor the Chief 
Ministers’ Confci- 
ence on Panchayati Raj and ITban 
Local Bodies constitute the highest tri¬ 
bute ever paid to the tormei Prime 
Minister Every single one ol the 
proposals (bar two—and wc shall 
come to these shortly) has been pin¬ 
ched wholesale fiom the previous gov- ; 
ernment’s Panchayati Ra) (PR) iind i 
Nagarpalilcas (NP) Constitution | 
Amendment Bills 

And not just the thoughts, but the 
details, the nuances, the very language 
as well It is testimony, at one and the 
same time, both to the National 
Front’s poverty of thought and to the 
truly “historic and revolutionary" vi¬ 
sion of the PR/NP Bills—a description 
much derided by the V P ,Singh Gang 
last year, when they were demonstrat¬ 
ing their commitment to democracy by 
removing themselves en rnasxe from 
the cut and thrust of debate on the 
floor of the Lok Sabha (but sticking 
like limpets to their seats in the other 
House!) 

What then distinguishes the Nation¬ 
al Front’s brand of grassroots demo¬ 
cracy from the Ra|iv-sponsorcd Bills’ 
Two matters of detail—and one of 
fundamental significance. Let’s get the 
matters of detail out of the way first, | 
‘and then turn to the key divide. 

V.P. Singh has proposed that nyaya 
panchayats be handled in the same 
package as Panchayati Raj. Now. 

'V P Singh knows well (or. possibly, 
doesn’t—tor what is he. after all, but a 
mere Prime Minister, yet, Vinod 
Pande certainly does, for he is, after 
all, a man of substance the Pnme 
Ministers Cabinet secretary, no less!) 
that the former Prime Minister had 




niceties, the disturbing thing is that 
’V' P Singh (oops, sorry, I mean Vinod 
Pande) insists that the interval be¬ 
tween consecutive meetings of the 
gram sahha “should not exceed a 
period of three months” (para 20.5) 
but in the next sub-para lists the func¬ 
tions of the gram sabha as comprising 
the consideration of the annual 
accounts, the annual report for the 
“preceding year”, the annual budget 
In other words, the gr'am sabha's 
statutory role is finished at a single 
annual meeting, it has no real compe¬ 
tence for any other matter in the other 
(not less than quarterly) meetings 
proposed' 

Now. how IS It that such woolly 
thinking has slipped past so sharp a 
mind as Vinod Pande’s'’ I'll let you 
into the secret Pande’s performance 
was razor-sharp when he had to 
answer to a Prupe Minister who was a 
stickler for precision, fussy about de¬ 
tail to the point of pernicketiness. 
Now that he has a PM above ('?) him, 
whose head for detail is limited to 
determining whether he should so 
perch a cap atop it as to look like an 
Oberoi Hotel chef or a Greek Ortho¬ 
dox priest, fnend Vinod’s perform- 
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ance also starts slipping—Ijkc the 
Prime Minister's topi at a press confer¬ 
ence' 

S o much for the NF’s “fresh think¬ 
ing" Let’s go on to the key di¬ 
vide. should the constitutional amend¬ 
ment be limited to a few matters like 
maiidatoiv elections, or should it ex¬ 
tend to the entire gamut of the respon¬ 
sibilities, powers, functions and fi¬ 
nances of Panchayati Raj institutions 
and Nagarpalikas"' The NF wants a 
limited constitutional amendment, 
with all matters of substance being 
relegated to "model guidelines” The 
Congress, on the other hand, holds 
that constitutional provisions arc man¬ 
datory and enforceable, whereas 
guidelines, however modelled, are as 
enforceable as dress restrictions on 
Sridevi Therefore, the Congress says, 
there must be the highest constitution¬ 
al sanction for all matters relating to 
local bodies, especially their powers, 
functions and finances Otherwise, 
elections may be held regularly but the 
elected local bodies will be left with 
little or nothing to do (which is exactly 
what happened, as detailed in the 
Asoka Mehta Committee Report— 


previous 
government's 
ideas but wret ked 
the integrated 
thinking that went 
behind them 


the Bible of the National Front—after 
the initial “phase of ascendancy” of 
Panchayati Raj (1959 to 1964) during 
the “phase of stagnation” (1964 to 
1969) and the “phase of decline” (1969 
to 1977) 

To get to the bottom of this con¬ 
troversy, we have to go back to the 
diaftmg of the Constitution Mahatma 
Gandhi had insisted that panchayats 
—or self-reliant “village republics”, as 
he called them--should be the founda¬ 
tion of our democracy His last de¬ 
tailed statement on this was made in 
December 1947, doubtless with a view 
to signalling the Constituent Assembly 
of his desires. But, a month later, on 
30 January, 1948, Gandhiji was assas- 
.sinatt'd And those in charge of draft¬ 
ing the Constitution decided to put | 
paid to such obsolete notions as “Pan- \ 
chayati Raj” 

A feeble attempt by the president of 
the Constituent Assembly, Dr Rajen- 
dra Prasad, to revive interest m PR 
was brushed aside by the bahus led by 
Sir Senegal N Rau (law minister 
Ambedkar’s Vinod Pande, shall we 
say'O as having been proposed too late 
in the day' It was left to a coterie of 
Madras) Gandhian backbenchers—to 


push through a bricl, four-line clause 
in the Directive Principles of State 
Policy dealing widi local self- 
government 

Tragically, Anantasayanam Ayyan- 
gar withdrew his draft in favour of 
Santhanam's, tragically because, while 
Santhanam saw panchayats as "units 
of .self-government”, Ayyangar had 
the vision to envisage them as instru¬ 
ments tor “the effective decentralisa¬ 
tion of political and economic 
powers" 

And thus the legacy of Gandhiji lay 
buned as a minor throwaway line be¬ 
neath a mountain of constitutional 
provisions for democracy m Parlia¬ 
ment and the .stale Assemblies Our 
founding fathers, perhaps unwittingly, 
bequeathed us a Constitution that pro¬ 
vided for a remaikablv enduring su¬ 
perstructure of democracy in [>elhi 
and the .state capitals but left it to the 
discretion of the states to build—or 
not build, as they willed—the founda¬ 
tions of oui democracy in the villages 
and bastis where our people live As it 
turned out, that was a faith completely 
misplaced The states—with the not¬ 
able exception of Gujarat and Mahar¬ 
ashtra (and, in recent times. West 
Bengal, Andhra and Karnataka)— 
turned out to be the mam saboteurs of 
PR but I am running ahead of my 
story. 

T o go back to where 1 was, the 
experience of the First Five-Year 
Plan (1951-56) brought home to Pan- 
ditji that It would be impossible to 
deliver development to the grassroots 
without elected insti'utions of demo¬ 
cratic self-governance at the gras¬ 
sroots The Second Five-Year Plan, 
technically drafted by Professor 
Mahalanobis but politically icwritten 
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by Jawaharlal Nehru himself (in the 
days when Planning Commission 
chiefs were chosen for something 
rather more edifying than their exper¬ 
tise in telephone tapping and Prime 
Ministers for something rather more 
noble than their mastery of intrigue), 
was based on the recognition that “un¬ 
less there is comprehensive village 
planning which takes into account the 
needs of the entiie community, the 
weaker sections may not benelit suffi¬ 
ciently from assistance provided by 
government” 

And the Balvantri Mehta Study 
Team (1957) put the case for Pan- 
chayati Raj .so succinctly that it has 
never since been bettered “Develop¬ 
ment cannot progress without respon¬ 
sibility and power Community de¬ 
velopment can be real only when the 
community understands its problems, 
realises its lesponsibilities, exercises 
the necessary powers thioiigh its i 
chosen representatives, and maintains ' 
a constant and intelligent vigilance on 1 
the local admimstiatioii " It. there- I 
fore, recommended "statutory elec- | 
tive local bodies and the devolution to ' 
them of the necessary restiuiccs, pciw- 
cr and authoriis" 

Panditji, with the /cal of a new 
convert, threw himself heart .ind soul 
into persuading the state governments 
(all of which, but Keiala, were then 
ruled by the Congress party) to ion- 
vert the Balvantii Mehta recom¬ 
mendations into law. believing that 
the four-line Directive Principle of 
panrhuvafi was constitutional sanction 
enough—and that state legislation, 
combined with sincerity ot purpose on 
the pait of state governments, could 
be relied on to do the lest 

F-ollowmg mv sacred lesohc to tore- 
stall apoplexy in the letter writers In 
quoting RCi as little as possible, let me 
leave it to one ot the gieal gums ot the 
Janata Dal. the aloiementioncd Aso- 
ka Mehta, to describe what state gov¬ 
ernments have done to Pancliavati 
Ra| His lepoit savs that "eweept in 
Mahaiashtia and (lujaral (both, in¬ 
cidentally and sigmticantiv Congress- 
run states lor much of the last three 
decades), Panchay.iii Rai institutions 
have r.irelv been given an opiioitimitv 
to take up planning oi implementation 
w'ork on a si/eable scale' . onlv 
“minuscule piogrammes are .issigneci 
to village paiichayats”, ‘the essential 
idea th.it all development activities 
should flow only through the pan- 
ilunati has lost ground ', development 
schemes ate "kept outside the oibit' 
of the fuimhauin: "oulers and diiec- 


tions by the State government have 
led to the gradual development of sub¬ 
sidiary legislation to curtail the deei- 
ston-maktng powers of the elected 
bodies", there has been a “tapering off 
of the allocation of Plan resources’ to 
the patuhayai.',, the quantum ot “own 
resources" a.ssigncd to, or appiopri- 
atccl by, the punt huyals has been 
“meagre", “the vastness and growing 
complexity ot development program¬ 
mes has been used as an excuse for 
bypassing Pane hay all Raj institu¬ 
tions". there has been "a relative cool¬ 
ing oft of efithusiasm (loi Panchayali 
Ra|) on the part ot MPs and MI.As 
because they have perceived a thre.il 
to their position m the einetging Pun¬ 
ch a y a 1 1 Raj 1 e .1 d e I s h 1 p " , the 
hureauciacy has plavcd “ils own role 
in dissoei.iting the P.inchayali Ra| in¬ 
stitutions fiom the development pui- 
cess”, "wont of till, theie is a lack ol 
clarity in legarcl to the concept ot I’an- 
chay.iti Ra| ilsell and the oh)ectives 
lor which It should stand ’ 

The Asok.i Mehta Committee con 
eluded "In sum, the activities ol the 
P.inch.iyati Raj institutions .ire 
mcagic, their resource base weak, .lad 
the overall attention given them nig- 
gardlv 

T here could be no more damning 
indictment ol wh.ii st.ite govein- 
nienls have done to P.inch.ivati Ra| 
and Nagarpalikas 1 his is not a matter 



Vinod ihind«: f/n performance was 
razor-xharp when he had to answer to 
the former PM who was a stickler for 
precision Now his per formant e, like 
the PM's topi, IS also slipping 


of partisan politics. If Congress gov¬ 
ernments have done outstanding PR 
work in Maharashtra and Gujarat, the 
Congress record in other states like 
UP and Bihar has been dismal If 
C'PI(M) governments have done well 
in West Bengal, there is nothing to 
paiticularly commend their recoreJ in 
I npura and Kerala As tor the region¬ 
al parties, the DMK and AGP consti¬ 
tuents of the National Front Kite a D 
minus although one would give an A 
to NTR and even to Raniaknshna 
Hegde (begging Bommai’s paitlon') 
The (.ict of the matlei is that it is that 
veiv echelon ol oui democracy -the 
second tier in the state capital--whieh, 
at present, is constitutionally lesponsi- 
ble foi biiildmg the thud tiei of demo- 
craev, but h.is, in most cases, demons- 
tiated th.it it is also the echelon m wt 
lesponsiblc foi tcacliing democratic 
decenlialis.ilioii ol all sigmtic.ince 
For, note, there is a real conflict of 
interest, ,md .i real battle ovei turf, 
between the state goveinments and 
the local bodies this is the tun- 
ilamenl.il c.uise lor P.inchavati Raj not 
l.ikirig loot and N.ig.irji.ilikas )usl 
witheiing aw.iv Wh.it is the use ol 
piesciibing "model guidelines” to the 
very organs who have the gieaicsi 
vested interest in not lollowiiig the 
guidelines' 

The .N.itioiial I ront govemmenl has 
stolen all the previous govemmciil’s 
ide.is but wiecked the holistic, mte- 
gr.iled thinking that went into the PR' 
INP Hills It has split the Congress 
Bills into .1 small enforceahk- constitu¬ 
tional ameiulmenl and .i large iiiicn- 
jorceablc set of guidelines the saddle 
and the stiriup aie there but the 
horse has bolted V P Singh's PR has 
evety thing to do with Public Relations 
and little to do with genuine Pan- 
chayati R.i| I Ins is what happens 
when pre)udice replaces policy and 
the desire to be different becomes the 
only principle of governance We ate 
faced with ,i muddle on PR/.NP quite 
as grievous as this "government" of 
1)111 s h.is got us into by trying to pursue 
a line different to the previous regim¬ 
e's on Kashmir, Punjab, Assam, 
Tamil Nadu and the econumv 
ffeaven help us—unless, indeed, if is 
already doing so by sending the Tau 
down to earth in the avatar of Kalki to 
smash the NF to smitheiecns' 

Yada yadahi dharmassa 
Glaney hhawali hharaitt 
Ahvauthana dharmusya 
Sambhavami yugc yuge' • 

Th9 vmw3 expressed tn this column are those of 
author and do not purport to constitute an official 
statement of the Congress party's position 
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Friends again 


India and Nepal patch up their differences 


Heartiest congratula¬ 
tions are in order on 
the memorable rap¬ 
prochement between 
this country and Nep¬ 
al. The bitter feud 
lasting nearly two 
years, underscoring 
the irony that India could not get 
along with the world's only Hindu 
kingdom, could not have had a hap¬ 
pier ending The Janata Dal govern¬ 
ment has claimed credit for this “his¬ 
toric” achievement, as well it might. 
And eminently well-deserved praise 
has been showered on Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai, the first democratic Prime 
Minister of Nepal, even if an interim 
one, in .30 years During the negotia¬ 
tions in New Delhi, he showed himself 
to be a man of goodwill, erudition and 
'exceptional political skill. 

However, when all is said and done, 
one point, which may not be popular 
these days, needs to be made: but for 
Rajiv Gandhi’s Nepal policy during 
1988 and 1989, the delightful denoue¬ 
ment of the Indo-Nepalese drama just 
would not have been possible Had 
Rajiv struck a deal with the royal 
regime—which was bound to be on 
terms far less favourable than have 
been agreed to now—there would not 
have been a democratic government m 
Nepal to parley with. 

This is not my verdict but that of the 
supreme leader of Nepal’s movement 
for the restoration of democracy, 
Ganesh Man Singh. According to him, 
a democratic Nepal has no reason to 
disregard Indian sensitivities or under¬ 
mine Indian interests even while pro¬ 
tecting Nepal’s sovereignty. 

The irony of it all is that many of the 
Janata Dal leaders and almost all the 
new ruling party’s think-tanks were 
berating Rajiv for being “unfair” to 
Nepal. Some of these worthies even 
said that Rajiv had “alienated all 
Nepalese for all times”. How ridicu¬ 
lous this magisterial pronouncement 
must look amidst the tidal wave of 
Indo-Nepalese goodwill. 

The Janata Dal government has 
insisted that India’s legitimate security 
interests in Nepal sirauld be looked 
________ _ 


after, which the Nepalese side has 
conceded gracefully When Rajiv 
Gandhi was refusing to resile from the 
same demand, he was denounced as a 
“hegemonist” No wonder then that 
the coterie in the palace at Kathman¬ 
du was gleefully predicting that after 
the Indian elections, the “Maharaja 
and the Raja” would sweep away the 
Rajiv legacy and do a cosy deal As it 
happened, autocracy itself has been 
swept away and Nepal is today a 
constitutional monarchy. Power now 
belongs to the Nepalese people, who 
may have their complaints against 


Chinese arms offered to Nepal were 
much lower than those available from 
India 

While satisfaction, even deep satis¬ 
faction, over the bright new phase in 
India-Nepal relations is unclerstand- 
able, the kind of euphoria now being 
witnessed is wholly out of place. It 
ought to be reported that it was far 
from easy to reach the agreement that 
the two Prime Ministers eventually 
signed. According to a participant in 
the talks, “At times, it was a cliff- 
hanger”. This was due not so much to 
Bhattarai’s own predilections as to his 




K.P. Bhattarai (left) with V.P. Singh: memorable rapprochement 


New Delhi but have no ill-will against 
India. 

There is no point going over the 
details of the Indo-Nepalese accord, 
which are by now well known Suffice 
it to say that the basis for what the 
joint statement described as “friendly, 
unique and brotherly” relations has 
been clearly understood by both sides. 
It IS significant that Bhattarai politely 
cancelled the last two instalments of 
Chinese arms ordered by the king and 
his minions in a fu of pique against 
India, before leaving for Delhi and not 
after his return home. But in Delhi he 
did raise the point that the prices of 


need to watch the reaction back home. 
Above all. he was handicapped by the 
foot-dragging of some members of his 
own delegation. 

V.P Singh was visibly annoyed 
when a reporter suggested that the 
accord with Nepal was anti-China. 
Protection of legitimate Indian secur¬ 
ity interests does mean keeping out 
Chinese arms, except when imported 
with India’s consent, but it is not an 
anti-Chinese act. Both India and Nep¬ 
al are taking steps to reassure China 
about the ^nign nature of the re¬ 
newed India-Nepal friendship. Nep¬ 
al’s need to do so is obviously greater. 
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The up-market messiah 


M M H| c IS a vandal,” Ramaknshna Hegde 

A ■ said of Subramaniam Swamy two 

years ago. “He is the kind of pierson 
^ who writes things on bathroom 

Hi 1^1 walls 

It was a put-down par excellence and one that no 
other Indian politician would ever have used Not only 
did It manage to suggest that Swamy (who was then 
busy uncovering Hegde's land deals) was a closet- 
pervert, but it also had just the right note of middle- 
class disdain. While the likes of Devi Lai would have 
used four-letter words, Hegde had the refinement to 
recognise that contempt was infinitely more effective 
than plain abuse. 

But then, R.K Hegde’s style is nothing if not up¬ 
market. Thirteen years ago when the Janata Party won 
the election, he arrived in Delhi from Bangalore and 
was appointed general secretary. While the party’s 
other leaders lost themselves in internecine warfare, 
Hegde, complete with beard, shawl and packet of 
imported cigarettes, hit the ‘opinion-makers’ circuit 

At party after party, he would appear as the ‘civilised 
politico’, stopping to explain—between sips of a 12- 
year-old Scotch—what was really going on, while his 
audience oohed and aahed. By 1979,-when Janata was 

on the verge of collapsing, p - -- — 

he had attached himself to ||||m^_||||||||_|||||m_ 
Shekhar re- 
this cir- 

—to the extent that 
jealous rival even dubbed 

him the “kept politician of 1 

the Delhi 

Hegde shrugged off the 
secure in the know- 

admirers ^ 

were busy saying things like 
“if only more of these guys 
were like RK” or “at least | / 

he’s one man you can talk I__ 

(o'- . '■ timnwixi 

IN 1983f the loyalty to Chandra Shekhar paid off 
When Janata earned the right to form a minority gov¬ 
ernment in Karnataka (with BJP support), Shekhar 
insisted on making Hegde the chief minister even 
though he had played an insignificant role m the elec¬ 
tion campaign. 

Such local leaders as S Bangarappa objected but 
Hegde got the job anyway, despite the slur that he was 
no more than a cocktail party version of Chandra 
Shekhar. (Certainly, there are similarities in style and 
appearance between the two men. though Hegde is 
shorter and squatter.) 

To his credit, he then demonstrated that he was a 
first-rate political manager. He kept his minority gov¬ 
ernment going, despite a concerted effort by the Con¬ 




Because the tap involves us all 


gress(I) to topple him Moreover, he toured Karnataka 
and built up a base for himself in a matter of months; 
soon, other state politicians were dwarfed by his sta¬ 
ture. 

More important, he declared that Karnataka’s Janata 
experiment would demonstrate that there was an 
alternative to the Congress(I), despite the collapse of 
the 1977-79 Janata government at the Centre. If he did 
not invent the phrase ‘value-based politics’, he did his 
best to ensure that it entered the language 

Till early 1985, Hegde could do no wrong When, 
against his expectations, the C’ongress swept the par¬ 
liamentary elections in Karnataka, he did the decent 
thing and resigned New elections were held for the 
Assembly and to everyone’s surprise, Janata actually 
increased its share of the vote, finally winning a tangible 
majonty. 

IN RETROSPECT that was probably the beginning of 
the end. Till 1985, there had been credible Opposition 
leaders Charan Singh was, after all, a former Prime 
Minister and Chandra Shekhar, after the success ol his 
1982 padayatra, had risen in prominence. But when the 
Congress(I) demolished the Opposition at the polls, 
both these leaders suddenly seemed like has-beens. 

'Fhere was now a vacuum 

I OlM of Opposition 

, , and nobody was sure who 

ftegdo's major would nn it. 

mistaicoa was Hegde thought he knew 
the answer. Emboldened 
by the success of his Karna- 
VOamira taka experiment, he be- 

* l t l heved that he was a credi- 

ble future Prime Minister, 
yjl™" **** ^^ Consequently, he made 

raSfOiniMHr major mistakes One. 

■■iwulrti- he antagonised Chandra 

Shekhar, his old mentor, 
^ fOIH^Wi Itail who he now regarded as an 
——I irrelevance. And two, he 
began to take Karnataka for granted, .spending more 
and more time in Delhi. 

Both errors came back to haunt him Shekhar never 
forgave him for the betrayal, was appalled by his naked 
ambition and promptly set about destroying him at 
both the state and the national levels. In Bangalore, 
H.D. Deve Gowda raised the banner of revolt and in 
New Delhi, Subramaniam Swamy dug the boot in. 
Both were acting at Shekhar’s behest. 

Even if Shekhar had not launched his attack, 
Hegde’s neglect of Karnataka had begun to anger those 
who once idolised him. The administration grew lax 
and uncaring and the state government began making 
money on deals—because, said the detractors, some¬ 
body had to pay for Hegde’s national ambitions. 
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PROFILE 


It was all a long way from value-based politics. 

AS THINGS began to go wrong, Hegde reacted with 
panic Terrified that Ajit Singh, who had been sent to 
Karnataka as a party observer, was actually a hit-man 
despatched by Shekhar, Hegde asked for transcripts of 
his phone conversations with Deve Gowda. 

When he found one that suggested that the two men 
were conspinng against him, he promptly leaked it to 
the Indian Express, which gleefully frontpaged it 

It was a foolhardy move, unwoithy of a man of 
Hegde’s sophistication Nobody who read the trans¬ 
cript was surprised that Ajit was in cahoots with Deve 
Gowda, but everyone was horrified that Hegde was 
tapping his colleagues’ phones. 

As the controversy mounted, Hegde tried to wriggle 
out of It by denying that he had ordered any telephone 
surveillance. The Indian Express was also forced to 
adopt a mendacious position because the tap involved 
them all—the paper claimed that central intelligence 
agencies had given it the transcript. 

Once Subramaniam 
Swamy found documents 
proving that Hegde had, in 
fact, ordered lots of taps, 
the game was up. The for¬ 
mer champion of value- 
based politics resigned as 
chief minister, still claim¬ 
ing, somewhat implausibly, 
that some policemen had 
ordered the taps without 
his knowledge. 

By then, his credibility 
had taken a severe beating 
and in the months that fol¬ 
lowed, Swamy kept up the 
assault by digging up evidence of Hegde’s complicity in 
numerous land deals. And while Hegde kept declaring 
his innocence, fewer and fewer people believed him 

HEGDE WAS now effectively finished as a national 
leader But he still had two constituencies. The first was 
Karnataka He conceded that he was no longer the idol 
of the people of his home state, but argued that he still 
retained an enormous amount of support In fact, said 
his acolytes, had Hegde called an election after res¬ 
igning, he would have swept the state. 

This was a controversial view, but there was no 
denying that his other constituency was still intact. 

Since the Janata collapse of 1979, Hegde had taken 
care to preserve his up-market base. He made it a point 
to court the press and to pay obeisance to those who 
regarded themselves as ‘intellectuals'. 

After he became chief minister of Karnataka, he set 
up a think-tank and invited many of these people to 
Bangalore to ‘help contribute to the expenment’. Simi¬ 
larly, when he came to Bombay, he would take a suite 
at the Taj and invite his favourite editors over. Then, 
rather than lecturing them in the manner of most 
Indian politicians, he would ask their advice 

His critics said that he was still cultivating the cock¬ 
tail party set, but this was unfair Hegde’s fnends had 
more to them than that Yes. they did go to cocktail 
parties, but once they got there, they spent their time 


discussing things like the Narmada project. (It is no 
coincidence that Maneka Gandhi and Hegde struck up 
a close personal relationship around 1987.) 

What Hegde was quick to recognise was that these 
were influential people with an interest in politics who, 
nevertheless, felt marginalised by the political process. 
The Gandhis were inaccessible and Devi Lai’s table 
manners were such that he could never settle down to a 
quiet dinner with them 

So, Hegde was all they had And sure enough, they 
clung to him as he clung to them 

IF THE last election proved anything, it demonstrated 
conclusively that Hegde was washed up in Karnataka 
With that constituency gone, he was left with only his 
up-market friends 

Fortunately for Hegde, this is an important consti¬ 
tuency The Janata Dal is basically a collection of 
remnants of the 1977-79 Janata, .some Congress defec¬ 
tors and a couple of newly prominent Jats 

It seems to be much 
more than that because it 
exudes an air of moral up¬ 
rightness. While It is no¬ 
body’s case that this aura is 
bogus, the fact remains that 
the press and the India 
International Centre- 
Rajpur Road crowd have 
done their bit to identify 
the Dal with all that is good 
and holy 

Recognising this impor¬ 
tant reality, V P Singh has 
continued to court this set 
with Padma Bhushans, 
ministerships, ambassadorships and government jobs. 
(To Its eternal shame, this crowd has hungrily lapped 
up these goodies.) 

And who better to serve as the regime’s liaison with 
the Centre for the Study of Developing Intellectuals set 
than Its own here R K Hegde? 

So, the Planning Commission has been turned into a 
club for the gang with Hegde as orgaiusing secretary. 
From India’s point of view, this is not such a good idea. 
Economists continue to be appalled by the rubbish the 
Commission’s 'intellectuals keep coming up witlj. But 
from V.P. Singh’s perspective, this is perfect: he has 
effectively silenced a powerful lobby that could have 
objected to his regime’s failings. 

It is a characteristic of this crowd that having 
assumed office, it forgets its former high-minded post¬ 
ures. Thus, Arun Shourie had to prod L.C. Jain into 
resigning over Meham and nobody in the Commission 
has even considered quitting over Narmada—an issue 
that should have set the agenda for this government. 

And, because Hegde is among fnends, he is not 
unduly perturbed by a parliamentary committee’s con¬ 
clusive finding that he had, in fact, ordered phone taps 
as Karnataka chief minister. 

If he does quit, it won’t be because he is following the 
dictates of his conscience. It will be because Devi Lai 
made him do so. • 
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HERITAGE 


Fading glory 


The Tawang monastery is crumbling 


T he magnificent monastery at 
Tawang, m northern Arunachal 
Pradesh, is facing'a threat. The 
three-hundred-year-o!d lamasery, the 
largest in Asia, is withering due 
to sheer neglect, as the Centre’s initia¬ 
tive to preserve the ancient complex 
appears to have fizzled out. 

Galden Namgyal Lhatse, popularly 
known as the Tawang monastery, is 
located just above Syho village m the 
district town of Tawang, about 150 
kilometres away from the Indo- 
Tibetan border The monastery, con¬ 
structed by Mere Lodre 
Gyamtso in the mid¬ 
seventeenth century, was 
used by the Dalai Lama as 
a halting station after he 
fled Tibet and crossed over 
to India m March 1959 
As an old structure that 
has withstood the ravages 
of time for three centuries, 
the Tawang monastery de¬ 
mands constant mainte¬ 
nance and occasional re¬ 
novation to prevent the 
ruination of its buildings 
and precious artefacts. 

Four major renovation pro¬ 
jects were undertaken in 
the past—in 1809, 1855, 

1882 and 1904 Unfortu¬ 
nately, throughout the pre- 
sent century, the 
Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI), which looks 


high-powered committee, with the 
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh as its 
chairman, to monitor the renovation 
activities. Moreover, after the Union 
government announced the sanction 
of funds for ihe project, the state 
reciprocated by releasing an annual 
grant of Rs one lakh 
However, the official enthusiasm 
petered out within a short while The 
committee formed by the state gov¬ 
ernment met only once—in November 
1988—and the ASI seemed to develop 
cold feet once Rajiv Gandhi lost 



^o n u'm e^tT'^ ancient prM«rv«d In th* monastery library: vahiafate coHoction 

national importance, kept the imjxis- interest in the matter. Except for some no less respon 
ing monastery out of its purview till minor patch work being undertaken, tion of the cor 
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi nothing extensive was done. monastery’s oi 

visited Tawang in March 1988. Im- The monastery is a sprawling com- neglect, but th 
pressed by the monastery’s magnifi- plex comprising a temple, a prayer atmosphere oi 
cence, Rajiv Gandhi directed the ASI hall, a library, a common kitchen and has been degri 
to find ways to preserve the unique the livmg quarters of the monks. Hindi film s 
monument. Dukhang, the sanctum sanctorum of monks’ quartc 

Responding to the Prime Minister’s the monastery, houses huge images of even clandesti 
order, the ASI began work in real the Buddha and Palden Lhamol, the films are somi 

earnest. In August that year, an ASI presiding deity. The monastery is, monastery pr 

team came to Tawang to assess the however, more famous for its par- sources in the 

monastery’s problems and another khang or the library, which has a tion of the at 

team of experts visited in October, precious collection of manuscripts of state of affair 
Spurred by the activities on the part of books like the Tangur, Kanghyur and but no correci 
the Centre, the state government also Sungbhum. Many of these manu- been taken, 
took certain initiatives. It formed a scripts are embossed in gold—some- Rab^Chowdi 


thing that is rarely found in the rest of 
the Buddhist world There are also 
unusual specimens of Buddhist art and 
painting which form part of the 
monastery’s priceless possessions. 

It IS these artefacts that are facing 
the gravest threat. The manuscripts 
have become vulnerable to insects and 
decay and the paintings have suffered 
some degree of bio-degradation 
caused by microbes and spores settling 
on their surface 

While nature is taking its loll, the 
lamas, who live in the monastery, are 
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no less responsible for the detenora- 
tion of the complex. Not only are the 
monastery’s ohjet d’art threatened by 
neglect, but the cultural and religious 
atmosphere of the institution, too, 
has been degraded. Western pop and 
Hindi film songs blare from the 
monks’ quarters and it is said that 
even clandestine screenings of blue 
films are sometimes arranged on the 
monastery premises. According to 
sources in the state capital, the atten¬ 
tion of the abbot was drawn to this 
state of affairs on several occasions, 
but no corrective measures have yet 
been taken. • 
Rab^Cbowdhury/Mmmgm' 
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METEOROIjOGY 


Rain or sunshine? 

Weather forecasting is no more a guessing game with the 
supercomputer Cray XMP 


I t is a strange three-piece con¬ 
traption—sparkling red in col¬ 
our—that looks like a giant sola 
set It lives and breathes in a 
habitat of its own—a dim-lit 
room in Delhi’s Mausam Bhavan, 
where the silence is disturbed only by 
the whirr of airconditioners De¬ 
scribed as a wonder machine, the su¬ 
percomputer Cray XMP, which was 
acquired after prolonged negotiations 
from America,IS busy fulfilling a dire 
need: making ten-day weather fore¬ 
casts And the country’s meteorolog¬ 
ists have never been as accurate be¬ 
fore. 

With n phenomenal memory of 
some two mega (million) bytes, the 
XMP IS said to be the “most powerful 
system available at this point of time”. 
(But given the rate at which compu¬ 
ters are rendered obsolete, this state¬ 
ment might not hold good a tew years 
from now.) Besides, the supercompu¬ 
ter has a large mainframe memory, 
equally effective secondary memory 
and an ability to do thousands of cal¬ 
culations together with precision The 
wonder machine can be put to count¬ 
less other uses as well Only two US 
and three Japanese firms manufacture 
supercomputers of this kind 
Why were the Indian authorities .so 
keen on acquiring such a costly super¬ 
computer for weather prediction'^ 
Surely, weather forecasts arc vital for 
a country which depends almost en¬ 
tirely on the rains for a good harvest. 
Weather forecasts are broadly divided 
into three categories' short-range 
forecasts covering the ne.xt 24 to 72 
hours, medium-range predictions 
which tell what the weather will be 
between three and ten days, and, 
long-range forecasts valid after ten 
days The most important of these tire 
medium-range forecasts “We need 
the supercomputer for medium-range 
forecasts, because it can do a large 
number of calculations, simultaneous¬ 
ly, in a very short time,” says the 
secretary to the ministry of science 
and lechnologv. Dr Vasant Gowai- 
ikci 


Medium-range weather forecasts 
have for a-long time been a problem 
area for the Indian Meteorological 
Department (IMD) Reliable weather 
forecasts valid for 24-28 hours have 
been available to farmers over the la.st 
few decades These are based partly 
on the forecaster’s skill and guidance 
fiom limited area numerical weather 
prediction (NWP) models. But though 
short-range forecasts are useful for 


certain applications, farmers in a 
country like India need more time to 
react to predictions and take necessary 
precautions That is what makes 
medium-range forecasts—three to ten 
days in advance—vital If farmers 
could be warned three or more days m 
advance about the measures they 
should adopt, experts believe agri¬ 
cultural output could be increasea and 
recurring losses minimised 


Hi* Cray XMP at DeNii’a Mausam Btiavan: a wondar machine 
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Says R.K. Datta, project cordinator 
of the'National Centre for Medium- 
Range Weather Forecasting 
(NCMRWF), “Compared to short- 
range weather forecasts, which can be 
handled by limited area models, 
medium-range forecasting involves 
the use of global circulation models.” 
Naturally, with the parameters so 
wide, the number of calculations 
which have to be done is much grea¬ 
ter What IS even more difficult is 
making medium-range predictions for 
a "tropical monsoon regime". 

B ut the need for accurate medium- 
range forecasting was not felt un¬ 
til 1983 In April-May that year, un¬ 
usual and persistent cloudy weather in 
the north-west affected the wheat cul¬ 
tivation. The then Pnme Minister, In¬ 
dira Gandhi, wanted meteorologists to 
examine the problem carefully and 
evolve a way for adjusting cropping 



patterns to suit weather conditions. 
An expert committee headed by Prof 
Yash Pal was formed which conducted 
a survey in this regard. It found that 
weather-based agro-advisories were 
necessary to step up agncultural pro¬ 
duction and also pointed out that 
medium-range weather forecasts were 
vitally important. Eventually, the 
National Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasting and Develop¬ 
ment of Agro-meteorological Advis¬ 
ory Services came up in the Eighties. 

The method used for medium-range 
forecasts is called the numerical 
weather prediction (NWP) technique. 
According to this, the behaviour of 
the atmosphere can be represented 
and governed by physical laws. And 
these laws can be expressed in mathc- 


vital to the survival of crops. But sci¬ 
entists feel weather predictions are not 
enough. What Indian farmers nqed is 
an action plan for separate regions, 
districts and smaller areas in terms of 
the operations a farmer should cany 
out to suit projected climate condi¬ 
tions. 

The Cray XMP can be used for such 
agro-meteorological forecasts, and 
more It is of immense value in indust¬ 
rial designing, nuclear physics, 
graphics, cartoon films, aircraft and 
automobile designing as well Think of 
a problem that needs trillions of in¬ 
structions which an ordinary computer 
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matical equations relating to horizon¬ 
tal motion, dry air, conservation of 
moist air, thermodynamics and sur¬ 
face pressure etc, collectively called 
atmospheric equations. A computer, 
to solve these equations, would need a 
memory of over four million words 
and a large auxilliary memory as well. 
Says Datta: “With the time step taken 
to be approximately 12 minutes, a ten- 
day forecast would need 1,200 steps 
and solving all equations at each gnd 
point means about 10 to the power of 
13 operations.” 

Weather fdrecasts in India are nor¬ 
mally made for an area of 10,000 sq 
kms. But the farmer wants informa¬ 
tion specific to his region in addition 
to what a normal forecast provides. 
For instaruie, if he is growing a vine 
crop, or if his wheat is at an early 
stage, he would worry about frost. In 
April, when his wheat crop is ready 
for harvest, he would like to know if 
there will be sunshine or a duststorm 
in order to plan his reaping schedule. 
In Rajasthan, where there is very little 
rainfall, the timely prediction of rain is 


would take days, even months, to 
solve The designing of an auto- ' 
mobile, for example Engineers would 
build a number of prototypes and test 
them out to arrive at an optimum de- , 
sign The supercomputer, however, 
does all this by simulating various de¬ 
signs in the form of mathametical 
equations and finally arriving at an 
optimum design without the trouble of 
building prototypes. The same princi¬ 
ple can be used to arrive at efficient 
designs of aircraft, missiles and satel¬ 
lites As Datta points out, “The 
machine can, through complex 
graphics, tell you how a car or an 
aircraft will crash—so that you can 
modify the deisgn to cause minimum 
damage and get maximum efficiency ” 
Sujjercomputers also have their uses 
in oil exploration, fluid dynamics and 
electronic design. 

With the arrival of the supercompu¬ 
ter, science has at last come to the 
rescue of the Indian farmer and the 
industrialist. And its installation and 
use IS a big step forward for India. • 
mmalMHnMmwDM 
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Pharmaceuticals and petrochemicals. Processed 
foods, polymers, electronics eind energy products. 
Engineering, telecommunications, paints and 
biotechnology. That’s the business portfolio of 
The UB Group today. A group that began 75 years 
ago as one brewery. The pace of growth and 
diversification has been accelerated by the Group’s 


accent on technology. A corjjorate guideline that 
has helped the Group contribute significantly to 
every field It has entered. Revolutionary dleignostlc 
systems and remedies. Petrochemical substltute^ 
for natural raw materials. Restandardising old 
engineering equipment to near new standards. 

As India’s leading multinational, the Group has 


PHARMACEUTICALS 

PAINTS_ 

LIQUOR/BEER_ 

PETROCHEMICALS.^ 


POLYMERS_ 

BIOTECHNOLOGY_« 

ENGINEERING_ 

FOODS_ 





u 

' achieved a track record for excellence even abroad 
- operating in 26 countries around the world- 
through Its association with the Jenson & 
Nicholson Group. Backing this drive is the 
financial prowess of a Rs. 14 billion group: access 
to the best technologies the world over through 
collaborators; and the power to constantly break 


^ - ENERGY PRODUCTS_ 

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT_ 

--ELECTRONICS & TELECOMMUNICATION 
- EXPORTS_ 


new ground through the R&D activities of the 
Vlttal Blallya Scientific Research Foundation. 

On its 75th anniversary, India’s fastest growing 
industrial conglomerate looks forward to the 
opportunity to take India into the 21st century. 



THE UB GROUP 

IN PACE WITH THE FUTURE 





The government announces a new package to rehabilitate 
victims of the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. But is it enough? 


F or the residents of Delhi’s 
Tilak Vihar, the traumatic 
memories of the November 
1984 riots, which left over 
3,000 people dead and 
many more injured in the wake of a 
fierce backlash against the Sikhs fob 
lowing the assassination of Indira 
Gandhi, are yet to be forgotten. Even 
today, the “widows of 1984,” as they 
are called, relate stones of how their 
near and dear ones were brutally 
hacked to death in front of them So 
far, their families have survived on the 
Rs 400 pension that was sanctioned by 
government. Of course, local gurud- 
wara committees chipped in with 
grants. 

But that was hardly enough. Often, 
the riot victims agitated demanding 
more but their voices were rarely 
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heard. Finally, the new government 
has come up with a package to reha¬ 
bilitate the riot-affected families, all of 
whom have been resettled in Tilak 
Vihar by the previous regime. Under 
this scheme, announced by the minis¬ 
ter of state for home, Subodh Kant 
Sahay,in the beginning of June, the Rs 
400 pension has been increased to Rs 
1,000. And, every school-going child 
who was affected by the violence will 
receive a monthly stipend of Rs 50 
while the grant for every college stu¬ 
dent is Rs 100. The new package, the 
minister said, would cover 310 families 
in all. 

For the women of Tilak Vihar, 
however, the hike in pension rates is 
meaningless unless they start getting 
the money. All of them react to the 
government’s gesture with barely con¬ 


cealed disbelief They admit that the 
additional money will make life a little 
easier, but they refuse to concede that 
the windfall vnll come to them without 
a fight. 

The years have taken their toll. The 
riot victims have certainly seen the 
worst. But then life has hardly 
changed. Amidst the filth and squalor 
of Tilak Vihar, they struggle for sur¬ 
vival, trying desperately to make both 
ends meet. However, they take every¬ 
thing stoically. 

“It sounds good, but the question is, 
will we get it at all? The new pension 
scheme should have been im¬ 
plemented from 15 March, but we ha¬ 
ven’t got any money yet,’ says Devin- 
derjeet, whose husband and eldest son 
were killed in the riots. Illiterate and 
never having worked before, she now 
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supports her family of six children on 
the Rs 400 pension she gets from the 
government and the grants given by 
the vanous gurudwara committees in 
the area. She supplements her income 
by doing tailoiing at the resource cen¬ 
tre, opposite her house 

That’s how life is for most of the 
families in Tilak Vihar. Tliey all have 
endless complaints against the govern¬ 
ment; the many hours they have spent 
in getting their cheques, their allot¬ 
ment numbers, the shops and the jobs. 

While the administration has made 
honest efforts to rehabilitate the vic¬ 
tims, they have obviously not been 
good enough. It doled out a meagre 
Rs 20,000 for each person killed in the 
riots and Rs 500 to Rs 2,000 to those 
injured. For property damages, the 
government had sanctioned Rs 10,000 
for “total damage” and Rs 2,000 to Rs 
5,000 for “partial damage”. A measly 
amount, considering that victims of 
the Bhagalpur riots were given Rs 1.25 


lakh as compensation, says Atma 
Singh of the All India Sikh Confer¬ 
ence, which runs the “November 1984 
riots victims camp”. 

T he administration’s major con¬ 
tribution towards rehabilitation, 
however, were the tenements at Tilak 
Vihar According to an official, 
altogether 2,057 flats have been allot¬ 
ted to the riot-affected families— 
mostly widows The government paid 
the initial amount of Rs 3,000 from the 
Prime Minister’s relief fund. The rest 
of the money was to be paid by the 
occupants in instalments over the 
“next ten to 15 years”. 

This has led to a lot of resentment 
among the widows. While the Delhi 
Development Association (DDA) has 
started sending letters asking for 
money, the women are determined 
not to pay up “It is utterly ridiculous. 
We hardly have money to survive 
Why don’t they just tell us where we 
can get the money from,” says an irate 
Agyavanti, who supfiorts her family of 
five by doing odd jobs. 


With all the flat holders deeply in 
the red, the administration is now 
seriously considering two options- res¬ 
cheduling the instalments, or, waiving 
the entire sum. “This is a tricky situa¬ 
tion It will be difficult to initiate pro¬ 
secution proceedings against them. 
Moreover, we are gradually discover¬ 
ing that some of the original allottees 
have sold off their flats under power of 
attorney. So how can we take any 
action against them?” asks an official. 

There are other areas as well in 
which the government has made ain- 
tributions to rehabilitate the riot- 
affected families It has already spent 
Rs 5.45 lakhs on the marnage of the 
widows and their daughters. So far, 
elaborates an official, 163 weddings 


have taken place in Tilak Vihar. The 
administration also claims to have se¬ 
cured bank loans and jobs for the 
members of the colony. The govern¬ 
ment, of course, made significant con¬ 
cessions in employment norms by 
waiving two essential requirements: 
the age factor and the mandatory reg¬ 
istration with an employment ex¬ 
change. 

But are these measures enough? 
Not really, considering that most of 
the people are starting their livelihood 
from scratch. True, they have all got 
houses and jobs, but compared to 
what they had prior to the nots, the 
government’s largesee is far inadequ¬ 
ate and inferior. Take this example. 
The administration has allotted a large 
number of shops to the not victims in 
Tilak Vihar itself But, since money is 
scarce in the locality, there is very 
little selling, most of the shop-keepers 
sit idle 

There is yet another prisblem that 
the Tilak Vihar residents are facing. 
Though the government’s package 
sounds fine, the people have to go 


around for months before they are 
finally given their dues. An inevitable 
fallout of the country’s bureaucratic 
procedures 

But most of the families have not 
lost faith in the government. The 
memones of 1984 are still haunting 
them, they have no one to fall back 
upon except the administration. 
“Name is sarkar pe pura bharosa hai (I 
have full faith in this government),” 
say most of the widows, even though 
they point out that it has done pre¬ 
cious little to help them. Many of 
them do not even believe that the 
government has increased their pen¬ 
sion to Rs 1,000. “Let us first get it,” 
they said. • 
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Punjab's refugees: neglected in New Delhi, 
they are worse off when resettled in 
their home state 




When thousands of re¬ 
fugees from Punjab ar¬ 
rived in Delhi soon af¬ 
ter the terrorist up¬ 
surge of 1984-85, the 
story was front-paged tn every nation¬ 
al newspaper of repute. Five years 
later, the refugees continue to come to 
the capital, but such is the ennui the 
Punjab problem generates, that no¬ 
body takes much note of them. No, 
not even the authorities—even though 
the latest round of migrations have 
taken place from such parts of the 
state as were generally considered 
trouble-free. 
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The Moga-Mudki-Jira belt, for inst¬ 
ance, where terrorist attacks were un¬ 
known only a few years ago. Now the 
militants have strengthened their hold 
in this area and strike with impunity 
The Hindus react in the only way open 
to them; they move out, and fast. 
Madan Lai, among the latest batch of 
refugees who left Moga around two 
months ago, estimates that only 10 per 
cent of the 50 per cent Hindu popula¬ 
tion is left in his district. 

A butcher by trade, Madan Lai (55) 
was one of the victims of the austenty 
drive (no meat, no alcohol, no 
cigarettes) launched by the terrorists 


in 1988. “They had given me several 
warnings to shut down my shop or 
else...Sometimes they would take 
away all the money I had m the cash 
box," he recounts. 

Nonetheless, Madan Lai stuck it 
out, loath to leave the only home he 
had ever known. Until 35 Hindus were 
massacred in a bus travelling down a 
road close to his house. This was the 
proverbial last straw Lai decided it 
was time that he joined the list of 
16.000 Punjabi refugees who had 
sought shelter in Delhi. On arrival in 
the capital, the Lai family was guided 
to Peeraghari, the largest refugee 
camp in Delhi, with over 1,500 fami¬ 
lies in residence. 

The first influx into Peeraghari had 
been of refugees from the Amritsar, 
Ferozepur and Batala areas, with 
3,0(X) families being allotted one-room 
quarters in the sprawling transit camp. 
Once the rooms were al) taken up, the 
Delhi administration began distribut¬ 
ing tents—one each for a family of ten 
members. But, by the time Madan Lai 
and his companions from Moga ar¬ 
rived even the free tents had been 
exhausted. 

The few hundred rupees that 
Madan Lai had managed to carry with 
him while fleeing Punjab were spent 
on buying second-hand tents. The 
other refugees managed as well as 
they could. But even two months after 
they first arrived in Delhi, the author¬ 
ities continued to act as if they didn't 
exist. Let alone grant them the dole 
that was being given to the ones who 
arrived earlier, the administration 
ignored them completely. Laments 
Madan Lai: “In 1947 I had run away 
from Lahore to escape the Hindu- 
Muslim clashes and set up a meat shop 
in Moga. Now the militants have 


forced me to leave home again." 

Others had similar heart-rending 
tales to tell. But the Delhi administra¬ 
tion took little notice of their plight. 

T he ongoing migration from Moga 
district gives the he to the story 
put out by the government that things 
were rapidly improving in rural Pun¬ 
jab And that the Hindus settled in 
refugee camps in Delhi were moving 
back to their homes In early June, 
Doordarshan gave prominent cover¬ 
age to the return of 400 families to 
Punjab, with the rider that normalcy 
was fast returning to the state But the 
truth of the matter was quite different 
These refugee families had staged a 
week-long dharna at the Boat Club 
lawns some time ago, hoping that the 
authorities would take cognisance of 
their complaints. Finally the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) took up cudgels on 
their behalf. 

According to BJP MP, Madan Lai 
Khurana, these families had left Pun¬ 
jab immediately after Operation 
Bluestar At that time, the number of 
refugees was so large that a number of 
camps were set up all over Delhi to 
accommodate them. The biggest camp 
was at Peeraghari, but several smaller 
ones sprung up at Jahangirpuri, Mon- 
golpuri and near Panchkuiyan Road. 
The inmates were promised free 
accommodation and a monthly dole of 
Rs 1,000 per family 
The rehabilitation scheme was well- 
conceived but ill-executed. The prom¬ 
ised relief was too long in coming and 
in frustration some refugees peti¬ 
tioned the Supreme Court. In the court 
order that followed, a relief package 
was worked out The judges recom¬ 
mended that, instead of being put up 
in camps in the capital, the refugees 
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should ideally be rehabilitated in the 
“safer” cities of Punjab The court 
also asked the central government to 
grant a loan of Rs 25,(KKI to each 
family and additional relief worth Rs 
7,5(X)' 

The 4(K) families (earlier resident at 
the Boat Club lawns) were asked to 
move to a hastily-renovated transit 
camp in Pathankot, a Hindu-majority 
town bordering Jammu and Kashmir. 
Adequate secunty arrangements were 
made for them, but even after a two- 
year-long wait, nothing was heard of 
the loan and the relief that had been 
recommended by the Supreme Court. 
So, in 1990, the refugees retraced their 
steps and landed in the capital once 
again. 

Says Khurana; “We were very hap¬ 
py with the verdict of the Supreme 


Court because by fleeing Punjab the 
Hindus are fulfilling the dreams of the 
militants," According to the MP, 
while the Delhi administration and the 
central government had turned a blind 
eye to the refugees’ problems, the BJP 
had organised immediate relief for 
them “All the victims of the 1984 riots 
in Delhi had been rehabilitated So, 
why not the Punjab refugees'^ This 
does not mean that 1 oppose com¬ 
pensation to not victims But why this 
discnmination?” he asks. 

But Khurana's indignation notwith¬ 
standing, the refugees were back to 
square one in 1990. But the BJP press¬ 
ured the government into announcing 
a new package. This time the refugees 
were given the train fare to Pathankot, 
Rs 5,000 as relief and a monthly pay¬ 
ment of Rs 300 as rent was promised. 
And news of their departure was tele¬ 
cast to the nation. 

_ 


It remains to be sCen, however, 
whether the displaced lof become vic¬ 
tims of bureaucratic delay once again 

T he government propaganda not¬ 
withstanding. the number of peo¬ 
ple who actually go back to Punjab 
IS negligible. With an average of 10 
killings a day, the law and order situa¬ 
tion in the state shows no signs of 
improving. And with the militant 
threat growing more ominous, the 
majority community is slowly moving 
out, with no intentions of ever coming 
back For, as Raghubir Sharma, a for¬ 
mer resident of Amritsar explains, the 
families who return are victimised by 
the terrorists “We even heard that 
two of the persons who went to 
Pathankot at the government’s bid¬ 
ding were killed as soon as they got off 


the bus,” he says. 

While such horror stories may not 
necessarily be true they affect the re¬ 
fugees considerably Most of them 
have had close brushes with the mili¬ 
tants, lost property worth lakhs and 
abandoned their business establish¬ 
ments under duress Raghubir Shar¬ 
ma. who was a police constable, says, 
“1 have not had the guts to go back 
even once.” 

With reason. In 1984 Sharma was 
guarding Punjab MLA Harbans Lai 
Khanna when the terrorists struck. 
Khanna and two of his securitymen 
were killed on the spot, while Sharma 
escaped with a single bullet injury 
But the constable’s confidence was 
badly shattered and the next day he, 
along with his family, took the train to 
Delhi. 

Jagmohan Kalia, a refugee from 
Naushehra Panuan village, near 
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Amntsar, was among the lucky ones, 
getting off lightly in two armed en¬ 
counters with the militants. In one 
incident, his family was attacked by 
eight terrorists. The army eventually 
came to their rescue, but not before 
his father was seriously injured. Then 
in 1985, his brother and he were 
attacked as they were returning from 
their fields His brother succumbed to 
his injuries and Kalia was divested of 
the Rs 75,000 he had been carrying. 

This was enough to make Kalia 
abandon his flourishing career as a 
commission agent and leave his home 
He says. “Of the 500 Hindu families in 
our village, there are only 25-30 left. 
And most of them are living disguised 
as Sikhs.” 

Once m Delhi, Jagmohan Kalia was 
appointed president of the Peeraghari 
relief camp, but he admits that he has 
been able to do little for his fellow- 
refugees ‘‘Only unemployed families 
are supj30sed to get the Rs 1,000 allo¬ 
wance. So, even if we lock our rooms 
for an hour to go somewhere, and 
there is a checking in that period, we 
are liable to lose it There is no em¬ 
ployment for us. We are like prisoners 
here,” he complains 

Neelam Thakur’s family—like 
thousands of other jvetty Hindu trad¬ 
ers—was a victim of extortion and 
constant death threats Thakur, who 
now lives in a night-shelter on Pan- 
chkuiyan Road, recalls; “Almost ev¬ 
ery other day they would demand 
money for kar seva Our children 
could not go to school I could not go 
to the bazaar.” 

But things weren’t much better in ! 
Delhi, either Though, of aiurse, the 
authorities claim to have their own 
constraints. There has been a large 
exodus of people from Kashmir and 
relief has to be organised for them as 
well. Officials of Delhi administration 
allege that several among the refugees 
continue to do their jobs in Punjab, 
coming back to Delhi once a month to 
collect their allowance 

Such allegations notwithstanding, 
nobody seriously disputes the fact that 
the conditions in the Delhi refugee 
camps are abysmal. Cramped and un- 
hygenic quarters are a far cry from the 
prosperous homes these families left 
back in Punjab. Nobody doubts, also, 
that these refugees would go back 
almost immediately if their security 
was guaranteed. 

But nobody knows just how long 
that would take—never mind the gov¬ 
ernment propaganda. • 
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Ajit Smgh has u problem As I mint'\ 
piogressne iiuhisits mimstci, he wants 
to liberalise, mtrodme lompeiiiion anil 
bring in foreign iniesimeni Bin at the 
same lime, he ha.s to strike a balance 
with his ministerial colleagues, who 
mostly spout socialisiic jargon anil 
push for ill-planned "pro-poor" poli¬ 
cies Singh's industrial polics reflects 
the dilemma. He met Si'md^y's Ruu 
Sarin in New Delhi Iasi week, to 
discuss the poll!y. ils backgioiind. and 
the fiiliire f.Mcrpis from the inieis lew 

Si'nday: The Janata Dal government 
had promised a radically different in¬ 
dustrial policy. Are there any m^or 
shifts from the policies followed by the 
previous government? 

Ajit Singh: There die basicdlh two 
things The first is foi the small stale 
inclustnes—we hate given them more 
facilities, and increased the limit (or 
ancdlarv as well as tor (he regulai 
small scale units For the medium 
scale industries, we have fieed them 
from many government contiols The 
idea IS to change the idea that our 
industries are not competitive, the 
quality of products is not good, and 
one of the leasons lor this is the delay 
caused because of the government’s 
rules. The government has been de¬ 
ciding what entieprcneui, in whiih 
district and what location will produce 
what Now. I think the time has come 
for the entrepreneurs to decide lor 
1 themselves. There will be much less 
1 red tape Also, it will be much easier 
j L;’ foreign technical collaboiations 
I and foieiyn investments now 

Q: This is quite similar to the ‘fast 
channel’ scheme conceived by Rajiv 
Gandhi, isn’t it? 

A: The fast channel basically said that 
you go through all the regulations but 
the secretaries would meet quickly 
and decide cases We have said you 
don’t come to us —you (entrep¬ 
reneurs) can create your fast track 
wherever you want to There is a lot of 
j difference in the two concepts If you 
I say you will do thing.s faster it never 
works One member of the committee 
I can get a decision detcried There are 
no questions asked Look at what we 
have done. We have done away with 
the Foreign Investment (FI) Commit¬ 
tee. We have done away with the 
Capital Goods Committee We have 
I done away with the registration 
scheme and so many other schemes. 

Q: This will take away a lot of controls 
ft'om the bureaucrats. Has there been 
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“I am against 
monopoly” 

Union minister Ajit Sif\i^h on the new 
industrial policy 
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any resentment against the policy? 

A: Yes Naturally there will he In 
many ministries, people have realised 
that they will not be deciding But, 
there was a lot of discussions al the 
ministerial level and there is no major 
pioblem There was a lot of support 
(for the new industrial piilicv) fioni 
the Prime Minister. 

Q: I believe major changes were made 
in the original (policy) draft thanks to 
suggestions from the Prime Minister 
and some of your Cabinet colleagues. 
That, for instance, (finance minister) 
Madhu Dandavate wanted a more 
socialistic tilt in the policy. Is this true? 
A: Not really Some minor changes 
weic made after talking to everyone 
but basically, it has gone through as 
I we conceived it People say these 
i things because Madhu has a socialistic 
j backgiound. Otherwise he was very 
I cooperative and pragmatic He does 
j not have any ideological hang-ups 

Q: Was there any dissent? 

A: We only talk about what has been 
decided, not about the process of deci- 
sion-making As 1 said, the industrial 
policy evolved over two-threc months. 
In the piocess, we spoke to the Econo¬ 
mic Affairs Committee, the Trade In¬ 
vestment C'ommittee, the PM and his 
advisers, the Planning Commission 
and various organisations like FICCl 
(Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry) and 
ASSOCHAM (Associated Chambers 
of Commerce). Maybe not in its exact 
form, but the policy has been under 
discussion lor a long time 

I Q: Was there pressure from the Bhar- 
1 Btiya Janata Party to accelerate Indiis- 
I trialisation and liberali.sation? 

I A: Not really There was more press¬ 
ure tor the statehood of Delhi 


Q: One of the cntici.sms of the policy is 
that it is sketchy and ambiguous. Are 
we to expect a second and clearer in¬ 
stalment? 

A: Now that the policy has been 
approved, we will frame the rules 
Like we announced the sug<ir policy 
but still have to work out many of its 
aspects Here, wc still have the 
CCI&E (the Chief Controller ot Im¬ 
ports and Exports) Wc do want the 
industry to intimate to us what Iheir 
investments arc, lor statistical pur¬ 
poses Wc do not know what the over¬ 
all impact ol the policy will be and we 
have to monitor the feedback All that 
has to be worked out 


Q: You talked about incentives to small 
and medium-sixed industries. What 
about the large scale sector? The policy 
is curiously silent about their liber¬ 
alisation. Why? 

A: The same liberalisation trend will 
help all of them Even when the large 
houses set up new industries within 
these investment limits, they too will 
skip all the,se hassles. They still are 
subject to MRTP (Monopolies and 
Restrictive Trade Practices) laws, but 
up till now they have been going 
through all the other drills and then 
the MRTP drill Wc have stated clear¬ 
ly in the document that these changes 
are applicable to MRTP companies 
but MRTP and FERA (Foreign Ex¬ 
change Regulation Act) laws still app¬ 
ly to them 

Q: In keeping with the Janata Dal’s 
policies, the MRTP-FERA regulations 
were expected to become more strin¬ 
gent. Is this in the offing? 

A: We have not changed anything in 
MRTP and FERA These companies 
will function as they function now 
What we want to do is strengthen the 
unfair trade practices part of the 
MRTP and FERA laws. We believe 
bigness per se is not bad The impress¬ 
ion that MRTP gives is that bigness is 
bad and we want to do away with that 
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impression and have more strict laws 
on monopolies, unfair practices etc. 
We will not allow anyone to violate 
the laws. Liberalisation does not mean 
we will give people a free hand. But, 
that we are going to clamp down on 
big houses is not true. I am not against 
big houses I am against monopoly 
because that leads to higher prices and 
bad quality of products and goes 
against competition These companies 
should not dominate a market for any 
product. 

Q: In which areas of industry would 
you like to break the monopolies? 

A: That is a very general question I 
don’t know where the monopolies are 
yet 

Q; Will you be releasing a negative, nr 
restricted list of companies soon? 

A: There is a big book which will have 
both the lists—the positive list wheie 
you are allowed (to skip procedures) 
and the negative list where you will 
have to go through the curicnt proce¬ 
dures. That is what we are working on 
now and we have ti> interact with all 
the ministries tor it The small scale 
sector will come in because there are 
some reserve items which wc cannot 
open up We will have to examine the 
list case by case 


...Madhuhasa 
socialistic background. 
Otherwise he was very 
cooperative and 
pragmatic (about the 
poUcy). He does not 
have any ideological 
hang-ups” 



Q: As far as the foreign investment 
policy is concerned, were you under 
pressure because of the Super 301 
issue? ‘ 

A: Not really We had to go by our 
own perceptions and conditions in In¬ 
dia and we have been talking about 
libeialisation long before Super 301 
became an issue here That had nothing 
to do with It (the policy) 

Q: I'here is not much in the policy 
about the public sector or the priva¬ 
tisation. Why? 

A: We have promised to come out 
with a white paper on public enter¬ 
prises. It will all be there. We are still 



working on it 

Q: In your opinion, have all the prom¬ 
ises made by the National Front in its 
election manifesto In the area of indus¬ 
trialisation been iblfllled? 

A: The manifesto said there will be an 
emphasis on employment-generating, 
agro-based and small-scale industries 
But you must realise that in the small- 
scale sector, the state plays a very 
important role. Many rules and reg¬ 
ulations are made by the state and we 
are calling a meeting of all the state 
ministers sometime next month. In 
that area the government can only 
give incentives, which we have done 
We have formed a bank for them also, 
because their problems are credit, raw 
material and the markets 

Q: The environment lobby in the coun¬ 
try is gradually gelling stronger and 
the minister of stale for environment 
and forests Maneka (>andhi has gener¬ 
ally been taking an anti-industry 
stance. Did this affect the framing of 
the policy in any way? 

A: The laws are still the same but 
certainly, people have become more 
aware (ol (he cnviioninent) What we 
have done iii the inLiusiiial policy is 
that in some large cities, within 25 kms 
of the peiiphery. you r innot set up 
any polluting industry (Bhei 
than that, we have left it to the states 
But whether if is dams, power genera¬ 
tion or industrial politics, it all has to 
be balanced very carefully We want 
clean water, clean air but we want 
some bread also. 

Q: There have been reports that joint 
secretary of the PM’s office, Montek 
Singh AUuwalla is coming in as indus¬ 
try secretary. Is this true? 

A: 1 don’t know Bureaucratic changes 
keep taking place and it ha.s nothing to 
do with me. I have nothing in favour 
or against him coming here • 



Xhe idea is to 
change the idea 
that our 
industries are 
not competitive, 
the quality of 
products is not 
good, and one of 
the reasons for 
this is the delay 
caused because 
of the 

government’s 

rules” 











COMPANIES 

Time's up 


The Larsen & Toubro hoard could he in trouble 
over unconverted debentures, restive investors and a 
tough legal position 


L arsen & Toiibio is m a difficult 
position The Bombay-based en- 
ginceniip and electronics company has 
the mones, but it claims that there are 
no projects to use it foi At least that 
IS what D N. Cihosii. the company’s 
new chairman, would like the world to 
believe 

On 30 April, Cihosh, who took over 
as chiel after Uhirubhai Ambani step¬ 
ped down as ch.iirman in March, 
decided not to call in the Rs b20 crt'ies 
Laiscn <V loiibro (l,ck;T) cleaneil up m 
a coinertible dcbentine issue List 
yeai Instead, he passed the buck to 
the t'ontroller ol C apital Issues (C'C’I) 
in New Delhi, the same .igency which 
had cleared the issue at a time when 


! 


Ambani w'as overlord - ol the com¬ 
pany, ol the corjioiate woilcl, and 
much ol Delhi 

The new chairman s move is beinj; 
interpreted as yel .inothei plo\ to 
deny Ambani under the new dispensa¬ 


tion II the convertible part ol the 
issue weie to be converted from de¬ 
bentures to equity Ambani and Ins 
Irimily, who already hold 2.S per cent 
ol L&'l equitv, would gam the most 
They subscribed heavily in the I.etT 
issue, and this would merely give them 
more shareholding clout, something 
the present government is dead 
against And (rhosh, who was viitual- 
ly thrust on the board by the tiinincial 
institutions- theielore. the govern¬ 
ment—IS said to be playing .dong 
However. (Ihosh denies he has 
done anything at all “1 came m as 
chairman with my hands tied " he 
says "(jin the one hand, the IDBI 
(Industrial Development Bank ol In¬ 
dia), which IS the monitoring author- 
it\, directed I.&T not to call lot the 
money on .3(1 April And on the othei, 
the IC^ICI (Industrial Credit & Invest¬ 
ment Corp of India) said that Ltii: 1 
should go ahead with the conversion 


without changing the terms spelt out 
in the (issue) prospectus,” ICICI are 
trustees for the issue. Corporate legal 
experts are of the opinion that IDBI 
has no authority to pass on a “no call" 
instruction, as it is only a monitor of 
the issue funds and cannot decide for 
I.&T what It should do with its money. 

Either way, Ghosh is stuck If he 
goes ahead and calls in the money 
irom banks, or clears the debenture 
conversions, he is bound to receive 
flak from the finance ministry, which 
has turned from being heavily pro- 
Ambani to one of the Gujarati busi¬ 
ness family's worst enemies And if 
Ghosh holds back, then the estimated 
12 lakh I.&T shareholders, who are 
already restive, would be terribly up¬ 
set After all, it i'- public money that is 
being pl.ived around w'lth 

■And ihe problem just gets woise 
Last lortnighi, the CCl wuite to 
Cthosh saving that it was not for them 
to take a decision on conversion, the 
company’s board should figuie it out 
It necess.ir>' said the C’CI, after the 
board decides on the matter, it could 
tome to It loi advice anti clarifica¬ 
tions The next L& T board meeting, 
due on 0 July, is trucial 'f'he bo.iitl is 
getting together to discuss annual 
accounts but a major part ol that 
accounting could be to the govern¬ 
ment and shareholders 

hot one, a eoriveision has ncvei 
been deferied in such a way L&T 
officials, who decline to be identified, 
s;iy that the hoard has no option but to 
allow conversion Ghosh, according to 
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them, is trying to think of a way out, 
to convert the debentures without 
giving the Ambanis a stronger footh¬ 
old in the company This is virtually 
impossible without taking some very 
unusual steps 

According to L&T executives, a 
way out that Ghosh and his masters 
are thinking about is to return the 
money collected from the I.&T issue 
to investors, with interest Investors, 
however, may not be too happy if this 
were to happen They want a share in 
the company, whether it is to bank 
their confidence with the firm, or to 
speculate in the capital markets when 
they get the shares in their hands 
Besides, the L&T prospectus piom- 
iscd them "compulsoiy and automatic 
conversion" of debentuics into equity, 
and it an investoi wishes, he can 
create legal piohlems (oi the com¬ 
pany A gioup ol investors ,iic already 
thinking on these lines May was 
the convcision day, they say, and as 
tai as they aie lonccined ihey arc 
sh.ireholdcrs Itom that day 

The investois have a point Besides, 
they have .S ipiemc ( oiiit decisions to 
back up then claim The com I pet mil¬ 
ted allotment ol clebi.nturcs last f)e- 
cemhei, and ii m.iy be too kite now to 
change things Says a senioi linancal 
institution official, who declines lo be 
identified' “I'he egg has been scram¬ 
bled You cannot unscramlile it now 
He adds, "At least, it will not he 
practical ' Says a Bombay corpoiatc 
l.iwvei, who prelcis anonymity cm 
giounds ol not wishing to be entangled | 
in a controveisy ■Justice will not be 
done to the shareholdeis if you leturn 
their money with interest It is not 
what they wanted when they bought 
the debentures " 

A nd whether Ghosh, financial in¬ 
stitutions and the goveriimenl : 
like It or not, the Ambanis arc LckT ; 
investors t<K) And whether they like it | 
or not. the Ambanis still have 
nominees cm the company's board j 
With so many considerations to hand- i 
le, if Cihosh does not watch it. the b 
July meeting could lead to a mini not 
Wfio will the chairman blame' I he 
Ambanis, again'' What excuse can he 
possibly come up with foi delaying — 
or stalling—conversion? That he has 
no corporate vision? ! 

The Ambanis. who were the movers j 
behind the issue, did not mention any 1 
specific projects for wanting the 
money But they did say that k&T 
would be bidding for turnkey pet¬ 
rochemical projects in the Far and 
Middle East, and it was only practical 



D.N. Ghosh 


to have a war chest ready 
The Ambanis slipped up here, as 
they earmarked Rs 600 crores of 
suppliers credit from the issue to 
family concern Reliance Petrochemic¬ 
als Ltd. It became obvious that Dhir- 
ubhai wanted to use L&T money to 
help his pet projects along The sup¬ 
pliers ciedit IS another matter that 
(dhosh has to consider Till now, the 
L&T chairman and his board have 
taken no decision on it whatsoever, 
and mum’s the word 

A compromise- could be the way 
out, much like the time institutions 
were content with Dhirubhai and his 
older son Mukesh lesignmg as 1,&T 
chairman and vice-chairman, in return 
toi keeping Ambani nominees on the 
board This time round, say senior 
L&T executives, Ghosh may use the 
Ambani business acumen and daring 
lo further LefeT's corporate interests 
But at the same time, keep a very 
careful watch that Dhirubhai and his 
km keep off the till. “After all," says 
the institution official, “one has to be 
cautious I'.ven if there is zero prob¬ 
ability of the government changing 
one cannot overlook it and act m a 
way that would cause problems oi 
serious difficulties in the future " He 
adds' “Once is enough.” 

Peihaps It IS, for everyone con- 

Th e present | 

government, despite its 
^C'-h^d attitude to 
wipe out the Ambani 
name from India’s 
corporate map, is in a 
spot over L&T j 



one 


hand, the IDBl 
directed L&T not to 


call in for the money. 
And on the other, the 
ICICI said that L&T 


should go ahead with 
the conversion” 


cerned And the presenl gyivcrnment, 
despite ils die-hard attituile to wipe 
out the Ambani name from India’s 
coiporate map, h.is pioliably realised 
that It IS m a spot ovi i 1 ,&T There is 
simply lai too much to handle, to 
unravel, and veiulctt.is are taxing 
r.spcciallv at .t time when fixing poli¬ 
tical misadventures should get more 
attention than fixing corpoiatc oncs-- 
it the government is unsealed, then 
the Ambanis aic moie oi less in the 
deal anyway 

Perhaps, linaiicc ministci Madhu 
Dandavale realises that as yyell In 
Bombay last month, he implied as 
much “The government stepped 
first," sail! the inmister, "tieyause ol 
ceitain aberr.itions m the deal be¬ 
tween financial institutions and the 
Ambanis (they and some banks sold 
L&T shares to Ambam-contioiled 
companies, enabling the tycoon to 
take ovci L&T) This was rectified by 
ordering the winding up of BoB Fiscal 
(Bank of Baroda’s merchant banking 
arm) which played a major role in the 
transfer of shares (BoB chairman) 
Prempl .Singh was asked lo go on 
leave On the L&T boaid, Dhiriibhiii 
and Mukesh Ambani sicppeil down 
D N (jhosh was biought in With 
this, the government's role m the 
whole atlair is (ucr ll is now up to the 
tin.incial msiiiutions and Mi Ghosh lo 
decide on furthci action 

I Ins could he an indication that 
Cihosh IS on his oyen In tliat case, he 
has to handle Ambani pressure 
(ihosh may have run the State Bank o( 
India successfully as its chairman But 
running L&'I is a ditterent proposition 
altogether Where the Ambanis are 
concerned, people—as well as govern¬ 
ments- -get hurl And investors are 
restive The combination is explosive. 
;md Cihosh is a manager, not a lirc- 
tighter. • 

Olga TelllB / Bombay 
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BANKS 

Unity, disunity 

A fractious union throws Syndicate Bank's 
operations out of gear 


T he banking industry had never 
seen anything quite like this be¬ 
fore. On 1 March this year, WX) mem¬ 
bers of the Manipal, Karnataka-based 
Syndicate Bank Officer’s Association 
(SBOA) picketed the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) headquarters in Bom¬ 
bay. The demonstration had a stun¬ 
ning effect: nobody was able to 
enter the Reserve Bank premises. 


with ill-intentioned strikes 

Actually, the problem could be 
deeper than that The 9,000-member 
SBOA boasts a mammoth Rs 60 lakh 
bank balance, the control for whtch is 
believed to have precipitated the 
problem Says M S N. Rao, general 
secretary of the bank’s staff union- 
“Such amounts of money in any union 
deposit IS bound to create serious 


ty and its Bombay zonal joint secret¬ 
ary P K. Bhatt for withholding cheque 
clearances on .30 March Shenoy, the 
union’s power player, says it was be¬ 
cause the management “was unable to 
cope with mounting organisational 
pressure” and saw “functions of the 
branches coming to a standstill'. 
Strangely, Shenoy's utterances get 
prouder as the bank slips further into a 
morass. 

As it did again, on 5 April. The 
SBOA called a strike on that day. 
crippling Syndicate Bank opeiations. 
Meanwhile, the All India Bank Offic- 
ci’s Confederation (AIBOC) stepped 
in, and declared a two-day country¬ 
wide bank strike from 26 July in a 
gesture ot sympathy towaids the 
SBOA Syndicate Bank management 
struck back, tiring one officer, sus¬ 
pending 12 others in the bank's Bom¬ 
bay zone, and transferred out a large 
number of stokers and union sym¬ 
pathisers That led to an all-India 
banking sliikc on 12 June The 
AIBOC even w'enl to the extent of 
putting up posters asking its member 
banks to dishonour Syndicate Bank 
instruments, in an apparent bid to 
bring the bank’s management to its 
knees “The bank’s business,” says 
SBOA vice-president V Doraiswamy, 
“has been badly affected ” Dorais¬ 
wamy maintains that his association 
had nothing to do with the move, but 
there are not many people these days 
who believe anything SBOA officials 
tell them 

The rivalry .seems all set to turn into 
a prolonged war. Says Rao, the staff 
union boss. "In their fight, the two 
men have committed thousands of 
office members to a struggle which has 
only brought them wage-cuts, trans¬ 
fers, suspensions and even a dismis¬ 
sal " He adds “With Shenov turning 
his guns on them, the management is 
favouring Pai and doing things his 
way ” 

There aic indications that the 
SBO.A will have to be content with 
m-fighting it It wants a battle, but 
affecting the bank’s operations is 
strictly off-limits Industry insiders say 
that the Syndicate Bank top echelons 
have been ordered by the Union fi¬ 
nance ministry not to give in to any 
SBOA pressure. This can only help. 
The management has taken a tough 
stand, and they appear to have New 
Delhi’s blessings. To rebuild sagging 
depo.sits and a badly hit image, there 
may not be any other way out. • 
ft. Bhagwm Singh/Madm and 
Hyderabad 



Th* Syndicate Bank Officera’ Association: fractious, irresponsible 


and dragging the bank down 

clearing and cash operations came to a 
standstill, and banking came to a halt 
countrywide. “Even officials of the 
RBI admitted that such a dhartia was 
never held before the bank," crows 
SBOA general secretary H R Shenoy 
triumphantly 

The point is that the demonstration 
had nothing to do with the RBI In 
fact. It had very little to do with bank¬ 
ing. The SBOA went on the rampage 
over a set of demands from its own 
j bank’s management, which includes 
raising the entertainment expense 
limit for officers, providing housing, 
and tiivial things such as reimburse¬ 
ment of the co.st of newspapers and 
increasing furniture loans. Manx 
banks and corporations do much 
more, far better, for far less. Predict¬ 
ably, the bank's management junked 
the demands 

Industry insiders, however, say that 
the battle is not really between the 
Syndicate Bank management and the 
officer's union, but between two fac¬ 
tions of the SBOA. One is led by its 
president M U Pai, and the other by 
Shenoy. the general secretary Shenoy 
alleges that Pai is a management lack¬ 
ey, while Pai accu.ses Shenoy ot des¬ 
troying the SBOA’s negotiating power 


problems Theie will be bitter feuds to 
gain control of that kind of money 
power, which will only lead to the 
destruction of the institution itself.” 
Apart fiom the vast sums involved, 
the union has enormous influence in 
various matters such as deciding the 
transfer of officers to various branehes 
all over the country Adds Rao “As 
an observer. I can see this fight is for 
controlling the management func 
tions, particularly transfers and prom¬ 
otions ” 

It appears that the bank's manage¬ 
ment has had enough ot the union It 
suspended SBOA secretary K S Shet- 

Industry insiders say 
that the battle is not 
really between the 
Syndicate Bank 
management and the 
cheer’s union, but 
between two factions of 
the union 
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■ Airheads 

S o, It's back to the 
beginning First. 

Indian Airlines (lA) 
purchased Airbus A.'^2()s. 
Then, alter one crashed in 
Bangalore, it grounded 
the others Then.it 
wanted to sell them off. or 
lease them, trying to get 
rid of the stigma which 
said “lA pilots can't fly 
the planes" (yi,“lA 
doesn't have the facilities 
to tly the A ^20 " Now it 
seems that nobody w.ints 
to touch the aircraft, lA's 
early-Jiine tendci tor 
Icasinc 14 A32(K and 



face It. The 

jitii^ry ^ run by Uncle 
HoaadtJndejFoe 
(l^ilhu panilavate and 
Bima] Jaiah).” 

A mtior finance ministfy official. 


■ Comeback? 

I n 1988-89, Philips India 
Ltd showed a loss of Rs 
It) 4 crorcs, and corporate 
observers gave the 



The A320: back where K bekmgs? 


selling lour moie due 
from Airbus Industiie is 
a dud Maybe it's An bus 
pressure that is keeping 
buycisaway Oithelait 
that lA IS otiering the 
planes on short-term 
leases, loi six months or 
so, w’hen potential 
customers would pretci to 
have them for a couple ol 
years Hemmed m by 
nnn-tesponsc and politics 
(aftet all, the civil 
aviation ministry, m its 
infinite wisdom, deeded 
to ground the planes m 
the first place) lA is now 
piessmg lor its A32(K to 
be put back into service. 
Wise move. With lA 
schedules haywire, and 
flights being delayed by 
anything from two to ten 
hours, more planes can 
only help But there's a 
problem When airheads 
take decisions about 
Airbuses based on airy 
political grounds, it's 
difficult to get the planes 
back in the air 


multinational a couple ol 
yeais before it either 
wound up oi was declared 
sick Losses had been 
piling up. production was 
wav below capacity, 
market share w.is taking a 


steady beating and labour 
was getting very 
aggiessive When 
managing director J 
Beigvcit announced early 
this year that he expected 
to show a “no-piofil. 
no-loss" slate tor 1989-90 
It was seen in corporate 
circles as a wild boast 
Only, It wasn't Bergvelt 
went one better, and 
declared operating profits 
of Rs .S 48 crorcs und It) 
per cent dividend Parent 
comp<my. tmdhoven. 
Holland-based Philips 
NV IS solidly behind its 
India operations. Philips 
India IS planning to 
diveisity, modernise 
and— according to the 
corporate 

grapevine- -strike deals 
with some Indian 
electronic companic for 
cither a stake in Philips or 
foi using Its excess 


THREAT OF THE WEEK 


The United Liberation Front 
of Assam (ULFA) 

• ULFA extremists dem.mdcd Rs live 
lakhs from companies for t very tea gaiclen 
they own in Assam, ,i move that could be 
worth more than Rs It) crorcs by the time 
all tea firms receive the extortion letters 
Cioing to the police means certain death tor 
executives, the I'Ll A threatened I he 
Indian Tea Association met last week in Calcutta and 
reportedly agreed to give in, with companies to make 
payments individually As usual, the A ,sam government is 
keeping quiet And, as usual, the Centre will say 
fiddlesticks and make half-hearted noises to any .S C) S 
Tea companies may not have any choice but to pay up 
They would be mortally wounded if Assam went the 
Darieelmg way Besides, industrialist Surrendra Paul's 
grisly muider by UI-FA militants is a grim reminder for 
anyone who wishes t.) detv the ULFA 



capacity The way things 
are going. Philips could 
be back m the black—for 
good 

■ Tauspeak 

T he Tau was in Guiarat 
last week, telling 
farmers in Mehsana 
district all about the green 
revolution, progress, 
remunerative prices tci 
farmers (crop 
procurement prices have 
been raised bv Rs .30 to Rs 
110 per quintal tor the 
Kharif season) And the 
Narmada Sagar project. 



D*vi L«l: dam •vMryon* 

The Centre will 
“definitely" go ahetid with 
the project to uplift the 
stale of farmers m the 
legion, no matter that 
they arc fairly uplifted 
already They need a 
green revolution, said the 
Tau who also doubles as 
deputy prune minister and 
the agriculture 
minister ■ and to hell with 
environmentalists who 
scream that the pri>|ect 
will submerge thousands 
of acres of land, forests 
and numerous towns 
People who will be 
displaced have no place in 
the Tail’s ccjiiation, no 
mattei that they have 
nowhere else to go ()l 
course, he knows all 
about proiects he has 
handled so many during 
his political careei "How 
to win votes" is one 
"How to sound 
authoritative" is anothei 
The World Bank and the 
Tail should get along 
famously. 


•OIWIAT »t-ao Jun. 1 BdO 












S N M ABDI 


The Weekly's version 

Marti Shankar Aiyars column on the magazine's story on 
J. B. Patnaik's escapades provokes a strong reaction 


I t must be nice to be Mr Mdni 
Shankar Aiyar. He en|ovs the 
conventional (arte hlanihe ex¬ 
tended to columnists No editor 
would tolerate as many mistakes 
on the part of us piofessional journal¬ 
ists as there were in Mr Aiyar's 
column in Sunhay {Id-16 June 
1990) Not only did he get his facts 
wrong, many of his purported quotes 
were actually misquotations 

It is true that 1 am the author of two 
stories on the sexual escapades of the 
then Orissa Congress!I) chief minis¬ 
ter, J.B Patnaik, which were pub¬ 
lished in The llluttrated Weekly oj 
India. Mr Aiyar claims that one of 
these reports appeared in May 1%() 
He IS wrong Both the stories 
appeared in 1986 1 was only seven 
years old in 1966 

Mr Aiyar has described me as 
“(British) Nandy’s correspondent in 
Bhubaneswar” 1 was nevei Nandy’s 
Bhubaneswar correspondent During 
the relevant period, I was The Week¬ 
ly'i special correspondent based at 
Calcutta Any columnist who can get 
such minor details wrong is clearly 
ill-suited for the delicate and complex 
|ob of analysing serious issues And 
Mr Aiyar, for motives best known to 
him, states, “quoting" my story, that 
Sebarani Das had stayed in a govern¬ 
ment guest-house m Bhubaneswar for 
52 days without paying the bills I had 
repeatedly mentioned in m> report 
that Sebarani had stayed in the guest¬ 
house for 57 days 
The former Prime Minister's lackey 
seems to be under the impiession that 
any person can stay in a hotel or 
guest-house foi any period of tune and 
walk away without settling the bills. 
Why don't you give it a try, Mr Aiyar"^ 
You would surely end up in a police 
station You can walk away without 
settling the bills only if you have 
obliged the proprietor 
There is no doubt that Sebarani Das 
stayed m the Bhubaneswar govern¬ 
ment guest-house as a guest of the 

66 


chief minister There is no other ex¬ 
planation for the woman's bold asser¬ 
tion, "Sent bill to PS to CM”, at the 
time of checking out of the guest¬ 
house Mr Aiyar quotes me as having 
asked Sebarani whether the chief 
minister visited her in the guest-house 
He also quotes Sebaram’s reply 
“Never. He is a saint He took pity on 
this poor woman " Mr Aiyar then 
proceeds to proclaim "Is this the 
voice of a woman raped by a powei- 
cra/ed megalomaniac1 am sorry 


iViat the supreme irony in Sebarani's 
reply was missed out by Mi Aiyar. 
who IS. in his own words, "a literate 
person of delicate sen.sibilities and 
some refinement ot taste " Some re¬ 
finement, indeed' 

Ml Aiyar has tried to creati an 
impression that theie existed only one 
legal case which was instituted against 
us by .1 B P.ilnaik Actuallv, Patnaik 
org.iniscd .1 senes of cases, spread 
ovei ihiee stales ot the countrv Many 
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men, whose cause Mr Aiyai espouses 
Cases were also brought against us by 
Patnaik’s administration in Orissa I 
was framed in a case on the grounds 
that I had assaulted some halt a dozen 
police officers—and escaped from the 
site of the crime’' 1 was tailed by 
Patnaik’s special branch men where¬ 
ver I went in Orissa My editor was 
worried about my safety My mother 
spoke to my editor in this regard and I 
"'as given institutional protection in 
the absence ol constitutional protec¬ 
tion undei the last regime 

M r Aiyar tries to debunk my 
expose of J B Patnaik’s sexual 
escapades But he seems ignorant of 
the tact that long before our article 
appeared, Patnaik’s private life had 
come under the scrutiny of the Oriya 
press and some Delhi publications 
The then chief minister's affairs wcie 
even discussed on the floor of the state 
Assembly It we devoted more time, 
energy and space to the issue, it was 
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out of a sense of duty to inform the 
people about the nefarious activities 
of a public figure And we paid a 
heavy price for acting m the public 
interest We were hounded and bat¬ 
tered into submission 
One of those who testified about 
J B Patnaik’s sexual perversion was 
Biswanath Sethi of Balipatna village 
In order to protect him from the chief 
minister’s wrath, we gave him an alias 
He had given me a tape-recorded 
interview Mr Aiyar now presumes 
that I had put words into Biswanath 
Sethi alias Ra|u Jena’s mouth simply 
because 1 prefaced Jena’s quote with 
the following words; “The sum total of 
Jena’s statement is . " Well, it is a 
standard and well-accepted journalis¬ 
tic practice to condense or abbreviate 
an interviewee’s statement 

Let me point out to Mr Aiyar that 
my leport also had a direct quote from 
Raju Jena The victim’s words were 
"The tiuth IS that I was humiliated 
Mow would you have felt if you had 
approached someone for a job and the 
person unzipped your trousei and 
masturbated you ' it was sickening. I 
was defiled, he dirtied my person. I 
got married recently. I have told my 
wife everything about myself. But 1 
couldn’t tell her about my activities in 
the chief minister’s residence 
Mr Aiyar, inexplicably, accuses me 
of never having produced the tape- 
recorded interview with Jena 1 still 
have the tape Mr Aiyar is welcome to 
listen to It. We would have surely 
produced it in court at the appropriate 


iiave a sworn affklftvit of a young 
whm ittif CIM tHed to dafia. 
oare fo see this or would it iw too much for His 
**delic8t0 sensibllhies"? 


MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 




time in the course of a fair trial But 
we were denied that by the party 
whose cause Mr Ar ar espouses 

o come to Mr Farzand Ahmed of 
India Today, whom Mr Aiyar has 
quoted at length. He had written in his 
magazine {1(^30 June 1986) that the 
“persohal assistant of Opposition 
leader Biju Patnaik” had accompanied 
me when I travelled to Balipatna to 
interview Jena/Sethi. I was not accom¬ 
panied by anybody, except the driver 


of my vehicle And how could a 
“personal assistant of Opposition 
leader Biju Patnaik" possibly accom¬ 
pany me when Biju Patnaik did not 
have a “personal assistant”*^ And now 
Mr Aiyar has conveniently used Mr 
Ahmed’s curious claim to pronounce 
that “the whole scam was set up by 
political nvals of the chief minister". 

A few more words about Mr Far- 
zand Ahmed. He was not India To¬ 
day's Bhubaneswar correspondent in 
1986, as claimed by the all-knowing 
Mr Aiyar He was the esteemed fort¬ 
nightly’s Patna correspondent, who 
regularly covered Orissa too One of 
India Today’s editors, who spoke to 
me recently, had telephoned Mr 
Ahmed the day Illustrated Weekly’s 18 
^May, 1986 issue hit the stands. Mr 
Ahmed was asked whether the con¬ 
tents of The Weekly story were true. 
He replied in the affirmative. When 
asked as to why he had not pursued 
the story himself. Mr Ahmed ex¬ 
plained that he “thought” the maga¬ 
zine would not be interested in such a 
story Mr Ahmed was promptly in¬ 
structed to stop “thinking” and start 
reporting. What followed was the 
reportage of one who had been be¬ 
rated and reprimanded for missing a 
story 

Another victim of J B Patnaik’s 
uncontrolled lust, Sukanti Hota of 
Jharsuguda, did only what was ex¬ 
pected of her after we highlighted her 
sexual exploitation She denied having 
written a letter to Soma Gandhi detail¬ 
ing how the chief minister had ens¬ 
nared and used her. We have, in our 
possession, a copy of the young widow 
Sukanti Hotu’s letter to Soma Gandhi. 
It carries Hota’s signature in ink We 
are prepared to submit it to a hand¬ 
writing expert. It’s genuine and can 
disprove Mr Aiyar s statements. 

Mr Aiyar, for reasons best known to 
him, has restricted his “analysis” to 
The Weekly's 18 May, 1986 issue Our 
3 August, 1986 issue carried a more 
damning indictment of J.B. Patnaik’s 
sexual perversion in the form of sworn 
affidavits. These legal documents de¬ 
tailed how vulnerable youths were 
lured by the chief minister to take part 
in filthy and unnatural acts And we 
still have on our records, the sworn 
affidavit of a young, unmarried girl, 
whom the chief minister tried his 
utmost to defile, but who had a 
miraculous e.scape. Would Mr Aiyar 
care to see that affidavit, or would that 
be too daunting an endeavour for his 
“delicate sensibilities"'^ • 
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i Back to Jamir 


I The former chief minister gangs up with arch-rival Vamuzo to 
I unsettle the one-month old K.L. Chisi government 


I 

I 

i 


The irony is inescap¬ 
able Only a month 
back, the Nagaland 
People’s Council 
(NPC) came to pow¬ 
er in Nagaland by en¬ 
gineering a split III 
the S C Jamir Con¬ 
gress government 
On 13 May, as many as 12 C'ongress{I) 
legislators ditched Jamir and formed 
the United Legislature Party (ULP) 
with the NPC And two days later, 
K.L Chisi of the NPC was sworn in as 
the chief minister 

FJut that was |ust the beginning of 
the drama Mardiv had Chisi settled 
down, when, on 14 June, LS L(LP 
MLAs withdrew then support to the 
government, reducing it to a minority 
All the 15 defectors now pledge alle¬ 
giance to the NPC led by the veteran 
Vamuzo Vamuzo in turn collaborated 
With the Congrcss(I), formed a forum 
called the Joint Legislature Party 
(11,PI, ,tnd staked its claim to form a 
government. Though Chisi has not yet 
quit formally at the time of going to 
the press, it is apparent that he will 
have to go a victim of the same ploy 
he useil to unseat S.C. Jamir 
But there is more behind Chisi’s fall 
than [list defections. Whatever be the 
iiatuie of the chief minister’s politics- 
many call him a master in the art of 
the toppling game—there is no doubt 
that he is an able administrator And, 
within ihe short period since he 
assumed chaige, Chisi tried to intro¬ 
duce revolutionary changes in the 
stale's body politic—which has been 
sustaiiu d by drug smugglers, arms 
luiiiHTs and underground outfits. It is 
an acccpied fact in Nagaland that no 
government can survive without the 
support of this powerful syndicate. 
But a brave Chisi tried to shatter this 
myth he was in the process of building 
up an alternative economy that is so 
essential to break the back of the 
vested interests in the state. But the 
narcotics lobby, in particular, ensured 
that he did not last long 
Of course, the role of former CM 
Jamir in the toppling game cannot be 



NAOAIANI) 


underestimated All this while, he was the then chief minister. Hokishe 
waiting in the sidelines, nursing the Serna (Chrsi had also staked his claim 
injury that Chisi, his one-time pro- to form the government, but Oov- 
tege, had inflicted on him only a ernor Krishna Rao had turned down 
month ago Jamir, in fact, is consi- the appeal on the ground that many of 
dered a shrewd manipulator, adept at Chisi's supporters in the Assembly 
making behind-the-scene moves In had underground connections.) 

July 1988 for instance, when Chisi This time, too. Jamir was careful 
broke away from the Congress(l) with enough not be in the forefront of the 
13 MLAs and formed the Congress' defection game. Instead, he waited 
(Regional). Jamir wholeheartedly ex- patiently for the breakaway faction to 
tended his support to the new outfit, get in touch with him And he did not 
Reason' he wanted to settle scores have to wait for too long realising that 
with his arch-rival in the Congress— Jamir’s support was crucial, Vamuzo, 
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Bajpayi vs the rest 


Uttar Pradesh PCC(I) chief Rajendra Kumari faces 
opposition from all quarters 



a bitter critic of the former CM, 
decided to bury the hatchet, even if 
temporarily. According to an under¬ 
standing reached between Jamir and 
Vamuzo, the latter would be the chief 
minister while Congress!I) legislators 
owing allegiance to Jamir would be 
given important portfolios Jainir, at 
present, seems to be content with his 
role as kingmaker In fact, the NPC 
leader even flew down to Delhi to 
convince the National Front (NF) 
leaders but according to reports, none 
of them were impressed by Vamuzo’s 
plans Many Dal leaders asked Vamu¬ 
zo to go back home and talk to his own 
partymen. Jamir, too, has already met 
deputy home minister Subodh Kant 
Sahay and assured him that there 
would be no problems if an NPC- 
Congress(I) coalition was formed m 
Nagaland But when Sahay seemed 
suspicious, another proposal was put 
forward: the Congress under Jamir 
would be delinked from the national 
body. But the NF government at the 

' Centre is yet to make up its mind and 
many of its members feel that New 
Delhi should not involve itself in the 
politics of the sensitive north-eastern 
state 

But though Jamir has managed to 
“teach Chisi a lesson”, there is no 
reason for him to feel secure. For, 
many of those who have returned to 
his fold had accused their leader of 
corruption and perpetrating autocratic 
rule only a month back. And this 
factor will weigh heavily with the 
Governor in case Chisi fails to prove 
his majority on the floor of the House. 
Already, politicians of the state are 
speaking in terms of a spell of Gov¬ 
ernor’s Rule in the state—a pragmatic 
approach in view of the fluid political 
situation. • 

. Katf/H Ctmmdhmy/KoMma 


When Dr Rajendra j 
Kuman Bajpayi was 
appointed president 
of the Uttar Pradesh 
(UP) unit of the Con- 
gress(I) in February 
last, little had she 
realised that the post 
would turn out to be 
the proverbial crown of thorns. Bal- 
ram Singh Yadav’s cronies, whom 
Bajpayi had replaced, were swearing 
“revenge” right from the very begin¬ 
ning. The Uttar Pradesh Congress 
Committee (UPCC-I) chief’s only 
“fault” was that she had tned to 
impose a modicum of discipline and 
order on a faction-ridden party that 
was showing no signs of pulling itself 
tt>gether even after the rout in the last 
parliamentary and Assembly elec¬ 
tions. When Bajpai took over, the UP 
Congress(I) was split into two camps,' 
one headed by Yadav and the other by 
Narain Dutt Tiwari. 


It was the Rajya Sabha and the 
Vidhan Sabha elections held in 
March, April and May that forced 
Bajpayi to come down with a heavy 
hand on her party members For the 
first elections, the Congress(l) had put 
up three candidates—M.L Fotedar, 
K.N. Singh and Balram Singh Yadav. 
With the party having only 94 seats in 
the UP Vidhan Sabha, a directive was 


issued that 36 first preference votes 
should go to both Fotedar and Singh, 
and the remaining 22 to Yadav. 
Yadav, who had only then been 
ousted from the state presidentship of 
the Congress(I) was asked to garner 
the remaining 12 votes required from 
outside the party. But to the surprise 
of all. Yadav secured 43 votes, thus 
getting the support of not only other 
parties, but that of the Congress(I) as 
well. 

Things were no better during the 
Vidhan Pan.shad elections which were 
held for the first lime in the state in 38 
years The Congress! 1) had fielded 38 
candidates for the 39 seats allotted to 
the representatives from the standing 
bodies But there were about 109 
rebels from the party in the fray, the 
largest number coming from east UP. 
In many places, the party’s office¬ 
bearers were canvassing support for 
these candidates. In the biennial polls 
held on 25 April, Congress!I) MLAs 


cross-voted, thereby facilitating the 
victory of Han Pratap Singh, a Janata 
Dai candidate who was expected to 
lose in the very first round of count¬ 
ing. On the other hand, two Congres- 
s(I) contenders, Achchey Lai Balmiki 
and Fazle Masud nearly lost the elec¬ 
tion, and managed to scrape through 
only in the final round of counting. 
The upshot of such a rebellion was 
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The yogi and the 
commiss ar 

Dhirendra Brahmachari finds himself in trouble 


r 

I thjt the Janata Dal bagged 23 of the 
■ 39 seats, while the Congress was left 
! with only eight 

I An enraged Bajpayi immediately 
I dashed off to Delhi with a full report 
i ot the eross-voting, returned, and 
i began to act swiftly The first mcm- 
I bers to be expelled from the party for 
SIX years were Sumaninta Dixit who 
had contested the Rajya Sabha elec¬ 
tions as a rebel candidate, and Anu- 
suya Sharma, chairperson ot the UP- 
CC(l)’s labour cell, who had done the 
same during the Vidhan Parishad 
polls Next on the firing line were two 
heavyweights Ram Kirpal Singh, a 
former general secretary of the state 
Congress(l). who is widely believed to 
have masterminded the lebcllion, and 
Dildaar Hussain Ansari, a sitting C'on- 
gress(I) Vidhan Parishad member who 
was associated with Anusya Sharma 
Both arc active supporters ot Bairam 
Singh Yadav 

j There was a furore in the Bairam 
Yadav camp Its members left for 
Delhi and tried tt> plead their case 
through threats and memorandums 
Ram Kirpal Singh termed the expul¬ 
sions as “illegal" Citing Section 3 of 
the Congress party’s constitution, 
Singh said that the party president had 
no power to expel ordinary block-level 
workers But of course, in keeping 
with the Congress(l) tradition in UP. 
where expulsions have meant nothing, 
and wheie expelled candidates con¬ 
tested elections in the past on the 
party ticket, Singh and Ansari have 
remained in the Congress 

Bajpayi is the ultimate loser At a 
meeting called by 40 dissident legisla- 
tois in Lucknow on lb May, Bajpayi 
was held squarely responsible for 'de¬ 
moralising” the party cadres in the 
state, and blamed foi the poor show¬ 
ing in the recent eleetions It was 
alleged that she had not taken any 
I action against those rebel candidates 
j who had 'powerful" links in Delhi 
I The fact that the Congress(I) had 
I tailed to capitalise on any recent issue 
I in the state under Bajpayi’s lead¬ 
ership—like the communal riots in 
Kanpur and the two cases of atrocities 
against Manians and members of a 
backwaid caste in hatchpur the 
Prime Mimstei’s constituency—was 
also highlighted The nomination, by 
consensus, of Dr Amaar Rizvi as 
leader of the party in the Vidhan 
Parished and of Arun Kumar Singh as 
I deputy leader in the Vidhan Sabha is a 
j concrete indication that Bajpayi's 
I wings have been clipped • 
j RadM(m RamateMhan/ Lucknow 
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Foi four long years 
he had been warding 
off their threats, but 
now the staff ol the 
country's premier 
yoga institutes seem 
to be closing in on 
Swann Dhirendra 
Brahmachari Ever 
since the assassination of Mrs Indira 
(Jandhi—his mentoi and pupil lolled 
in one—Brahmachan's fortunes have 
been on the wane Ra|iv CJandhi 
treated him with disdain, but some¬ 
how the Swami managed to cling on 
Now, at least in principal, the Janata 



BrahmacterlioutallMvoMf _ 

Dal government has decided to oust 
the enigmatic b4-yeai-old yogi from 
the three yoga institutes run by him. 

Charges of misappropriation, tax 
evasion and forgery have been piling 
up against Dhirendra Biahmachan for 
some time now From 27 February, 
over 80 students and .staffers of the 
institutes went on a hunger strike in 
the capital demanding his removal 
The press paraded other fully- 
documented charges against the Swa¬ 
mi. As a result. Dhirendra 
Biahmachan was ousted from the 
directorship of the Central Council for 
Research in Yoga and Naturopathy 
(CCRYN) The 100-odd harassed staff 
of the institutes have made a fresh 
demand' that the government also 
take over the Central Research Insti¬ 
tute of Yoga (CRIY) and the Vish- 
wavatan Yogashram 

Things came to a head, when after 
months of unrest the Union health 
minister. Rashid Masood inspected 


the institutes During his meeting with 
Brahmachari, the minister is under¬ 
stood to have advised him that res¬ 
igning would be a more graceful op¬ 
tion for the yogi Brahmachari refused 
point-blank 

The minister also suggested that if 
Brahmachaii was so keen to retain his 
position as director of the two insti¬ 
tutes, ttie government could appoint 
an administrator above him. This 
offei, too, was rejected by 
Brahmachari The minister left, giving 
the clear impressum that the Swami 
would hear more about the charges 
through official channels 
As It now transpires, all these years 
Biahmachan had been manipulating 
the oflici.il grant of Rs bO lakhs to 
build up his personal assets elsewheic 
Devi D 11 11, p 1 e s I d e n I o I the 
Yogashiam union says th.it theic is a 
Rs 21 1-crore lax eyasion claim 
against Brahmachari 

The worst ignominy was faced by 
Brahmachari on 13 June when the 
Delhi Police ‘arrested’ him from the 
Yoga Institute on the basis ol an 1 IR 
lodged by his students from Katra 
(Jammu) The students alleged they 
had been cheated by the Swami who 
had falsely claimed that their certifi¬ 
cate yoga courses wcie recognised by 
the (jovernment of India 

Undoubtedly, the reign of 
Dhirendra Brahmachari as the sup¬ 
reme authority on yoga in the country 
has been an autocratic and a misman¬ 
aged one Recently, the Swami 
announced a lockout in one of the 
institutes and when he was sacked 
from the directorship of the CCRYN, 
he thiew out expensive equipment 
worth Rs Jtl lakhs. Dozens of em¬ 
ployees have been suddenly dismissed 
and others have had to do without 
salaries for nearly a year 

Support for the removal ot the 
Swami then, has come from all quar¬ 
ters Earlier it was said that Brah¬ 
machaii was sheltered by former 
minister of state for health, Saroj 
Khapadc Now, Brahmachari seems 
to have lost the support of even the 
Congress (1) If is only a matter of 
time before the invincible Swami finds 
himself completely alone • 
ffiMu SariMtaw Dami 
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Identity crisis 

Cultural alienation lies behind the present disquiet in 
south Bhutan 


y in Thinipu, Bhu- I 
tHn’b modt-rn capital, 
where shmv 'royi)id.s 
flash past fairy-tale 
huiigalows, every¬ 
thing seems under 

_control The whis- 

NElGHBOllRS P^ed rumours ot dis- 
quiet in south Bhutan 
are met with furious denials, and the 
once-peaeeful, still-picturesque Hima¬ 
layan kingdom’s biewing ethnic prob¬ 
lem IS swept under the carpet Occa¬ 


sionally. the odd accusatory leaflet, 
criticising the Bhutan government tor 
II■> human rights violations surfaces, it 
IS quickly followed by the government 
version—five pages of turgid prose— 
which claims that "anti-nationals " are 
spreading “malicious propaganda’ 
“There arc a tew rotten apples in 
the kingdom We have to eliminate 
them," says Dago T.shcring, the king¬ 
dom’s deputy home minister, twirling 
his moustache But the “subversives" 
are out of reach, shclteied in their 


hideouts in the Dooars, in Siliguri and 
Garganda The ultras of North Ben¬ 
gal—members ot the People’s Forum 
for Human Rights (PFHR) and the 
United Liberation People’s Front 
(ULPF)—arc mostly .south Bhutanese 
Hindus of Nepali origin, protesting 
against the “cultural, economic and 
political imperialism" of the rulers. 
The Bhutanese government want the 
dissident groups to be repatriated, and 
It IS to chief ministei Jyoti Basu, on a 
private visit to Paro and Thimpu at the 
invitation of King .Iigme Singe Wang- 
chuk that they first registered their 
protest "We mav ask the V P Singh 
government to take action, but we 
have to gather more tacts first," says 
Tshering 

Besides cries of culiuial and racial 
-discrimination the dissident leadcis 
claim that the government has not 
allotted sufficient resources for the 
development ol the southern plains 
and h.is disregaided the religious 
sentiments of the Nepalese Hindus, 
who constitute ovei a third of the 
kingdom's population, ,ind are con- 
centiated in the southein plains, ad- 
loiniiig the Indian border The gov- 
einmeiit m Thimpu, run by the go/i(k- 
nee-length lunic)-wearing aristocrats 
has arrested and imprisoned hundreds 
ol people, the extremists add 

Denying the chaiges. Dago Tshcr- 
ing points out that onlv 42 persons 
were arrested for "anli-national activi¬ 
ties" in lecent months, of whom 
were latei unconditionally released In 


close to India. Sanjav and Rajiv; 
But wc are very close to India, not 
jut*t to the Nehriis 

On the government in 
Bhutan: 

The biggest flaw with the monar¬ 
chy is that you hold a high position 
because ot youi birth. We want a 
govei nment that is most suitable to 
Bhutan’s interests Personality 
should only complement a system, 
the stability of a government 
should not depend on a person. 

On whether he can be 
dethroned: 

The royal advisory council cap 
complain to the National Assembly 
(the legislature) against the King. 
If the National Assembly unam- 
mottsJy decides that it does ihot 
want the king...it will be a serious 



^e are close to India” 

' '§Ung Ji$me Singe Wangchuk's views 


■.:X' ■ 

the events in Nepal: 

\ Amy system, of government is 
^btsed on peoples’ aspirations. If 
’ ^the, people of Nepal want a multi- 
' System,, they must have it. 

But vIQng Birendra has a very 
."itoeftti role to play as a unifying 
, ftctor.in the pofittes of Nepal. The 
. fhewph government is not a very 
. leobesive.qisie., is difficult for me 
-.vto .whether Kang Birendra's 
(id diflhy the growth of a 
sys^ was comset. I 

in Bhutan. There can 
; ‘ ^ Bhutan 

w — a -- -- - - 


because our economic, political 
and social fabric is very different 

On Indo-Bfnitanese 
tie*: 

We have always been India’s 
closest and best friend. It is grossly 
unfair to judge Bhutan’s rela¬ 
tionship with India by India’s rela¬ 
tions with its other neighbours. IVc 
want to be tndispensable toindia’s 
national interest. I know V.P. 
Siujgh, and! knew Maneka Gandhi 
long before she jmned politics. Our 
'^nwy had excellent relations with 
the Nehrusi lawaharlal Nehru wa* 
ar great frfeaitJ of Bhutan. We were 
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Getting judgemental 

Allegations of wrong doing lead to Justice Desai’s 
resignation from the Bombay High Court 


the last decade, King Jigme Singe 
Wangchuk has given awav ovei 2,500 
acres uf land to nearly a thousand 
landless households in south Bhutan 
About 2(X) farmers and orange grow¬ 
ers have been given special loans— 
about Rs 87 lakhs—because they were 
heavily in debt to Indian nioneylen- 
deis “We have spent approximately 
equal amounts of money on develop¬ 
ment of north and south Bhutan, and 
even today, all our major industries 
are in the south," says Tshering 
"True, Buddhism is our state religion 
But find me one case of religious 
drscrimmation and I will take action," 
he declares 

Illegal immigration and a rise in 
Nepali consciousness after the birth of 
the Gorkha National Liberation Front 
(GNLF) lie at the roots of Bhutan's 
ethnic problem In an effort to check 
infiltration (a genuine problem) and 
prevent thousands of illegals from 
settling in Bhutan, the government 
reacted hamfistedly, temporarily 
alienating many people who were 
completely loyal to the Bhutanese 
government 

As the GNLF agitation 
mushroomed, insecurity bred in-.ecur- 
ity and the government attempted to 
force people to conform 'We believe 
m one country, one king, one people," 
says Dago Tsheiing “Three years ago 
It was difficult to sympathise with the 
south Bhutanese. While the reports of 
economic discrimination arc probably 
exaggerated and jierhaps unfounded, 
the Nepalese m south Bhutan do have 
a case. They are being forced to speak 
dzonghka and wear the ^oh when they 
would like to speak Hindi or Nepali 
and wear their own clothes," said an 
official who claimed that the problem 
could still be solved if the government 
believed less in rigid enforcement of 
dress and language norms “If there 
were genuine grievances, the people 
should have been allowed to ventilate 
them Instead, the government, inex¬ 
perienced in dealing with such piob- 
iems, calmed down and only made 
things worse," the official said. One 
member of the Royal Advisory Coun¬ 
cil, Rizal, was first exiled to Nepal, 
and then repatriated and jailed. 

At the moment, an uneasy calm 
has descended on parts of south Bhu¬ 
tan and the King's extended tour has 
helped to .soothe inflamed passions. 
“It IS .still not too lateTsays the official, 
"a calmer reaction by the government 
Will mp the problem m the 
bud.” • 

Srtnjoy ChomnMHHy/Thhnpu 


The 129-ycar-old I 
Bombay Fligh Court 
has split The advo¬ 
cates and judges ol 
this court have be¬ 
come divided into 
lobbies tor and 
MAHARASHTRA against Justice S K 
Dcsai, Who resigned 
on 8 June, with the advocate general 
of Maharashtia, Arvind Bobde |oin- 
ing the anti-Desai forces This situa¬ 
tion has arisen following a contioversy 
raging since 24 April, when Justice 
M P Kenia who was hearing the 
Mehta vs Mehta ca.se with Justice Dc¬ 
sai, went on fast alleging that he was 



being pressured to give a certain ver¬ 
dict in the property dispute 

Following Kenia’s accusation, the 
Advocates Association of Western In¬ 
dia (AAWI) asked Chief Justice Chit- 
tatosh Mukherjee to institute an en¬ 
quiry into the matter to clear the name 
of the judiciary, the credibility of 
which appeared to have suffered But 
Justice Mukherjee tried to brush the 
issue under the carjTCt and stoked the 
lawyers’ resentment. 

As no probe was ordered into the 
matter by the Chief Justice, the advo¬ 
cate general took the unprecedented 
step of writing a letter to the 
Governor of Maharashta, Dr. C. Sub- 
ramanium. throwing light on the 
alleged relationship between Justice 
Desai and a young woman called Thel¬ 


ma Menezes, Her name was first drag¬ 
ged into the controversy by Justice 
Kenia, who alleged that he had been 
threatened by Menezes 

In his letter, which was marked con¬ 
fidential but was leaked to the press, 
Bobde wrote that "unless a few erring 
judges are identified and at least trans- 
feried, the iitizens cannot have faith 
in the ludiiiaiv The judges aie tend¬ 
ing to become independent of the 
judiciaiy itself' About Menezes, 
Bobde wrote "It was known to the 
whole bar at the High Couit iind the 
civil court that this Fhelma was con- 
taeling litigants whose cases were be- 
toie Justice Desai's bench and making 
financial deals with them to get the 
case decided in a p.iiticulai way 

However, Justice De.sai, who hadj 
written to the Chief Justice explaining 
his position, told the press that he 
would demand an enquiry and. if it 
was not ordered, he would wiite to the 
President and ask him to institute an 
enquiry 

The A.AWI split on this vexatious 
issue and a section sided with Justice 
Dcsai 1 hey saw in this campaign 
against him, a conspiracy to thwart his 
investigation into allegations of cor¬ 
ruption and malfunctioning levelled 
against members of the bar and bench 
Justice Desai was appointed the head 
ol a special investigation department 
created for this purpose and was to 
start the enquiry in July 

Meanwhile, Justice Dekai in his let¬ 
ter to Chief Justice Mukherjee re¬ 
vealed two incidents which were re¬ 
ported in the press. In one, Rs 1.5 
lakhs in cash was found in the toilet 
attached to the chamber of Justice 
Kenia. In another, an almost similar 
amount was found with the secretary 
of Justice Kenia 

But these allegations notwithstand¬ 
ing, Justice Desai failed to disarm his 
opponents On 8 June he was in¬ 
formed by the office of the Chief Jus¬ 
tice that he had been transferred to 
the Kerala High Court. 

The judge, however, still insists that 
an enquiry should be held to find out 
the truth and it remains to be seen if 
justice will be done to him. • 
OtftTemn/Bomlmy 
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Containing the menace 

The AGP government's anti-ULFA campaign 
hasn’t been successful 


——^ Hirak Jyoti Mahanta, 
a top leader of the 
underground United 
Liberation Front of 
Assam (ULFA) al- 
ways played hide and 
IH8PBP^:ygiJ seek with the police. 

ASSAM But finally his luck 
mmmmmmmmmmmmm ran Out last month 
Acting on a tip-off, the police inter¬ 
cepted a tukshaw near Jajukban, on 
the eastern outskirts of Ciuwahati and 
its occupant was none othci than 
Mahanta himself In a desperate bid to 
escape, the ULhA leader fired from 
his M-21) levolver, but was soon over¬ 
powered 

Mahanta’s arrest is being seen as a ; 
major breakthrough in the Assam 
police's recent offensive against the 
ULI-A Dispur, which soft-pedalled 
the ULF'A issue for long, swung into 
action after the Centre, [icrtuibed bv 
the c.scalatmg violence perpetiated by 
the extremists, warned that Picsi- 
dent’s Rule would be imposed it the 
ruling Asom Ciana F’arishad (AGP) 
government did not adopt a hard-line 
approach 

The threat made the AGP leaders 
sit up Without much fuss, chief minis¬ 
ter I’rafulla Kumar Mahanta agreed ti' 
the blueprint prepared by the C entre 
to tackle the extremists As part of the 
counter-insurgency measures, IS com 
paniesof paramilitary forces wcie 
brought to Assam and B D Khar- 
khawal of the Assam-Meghalaya IPS 
cadre was made the state's new direc¬ 
tor general of police (DIG) Howevei, 
what has surprised the Union home 
ministry is that even these measuies 
have not yielded the desired re¬ 
sults A senior official told Shnoas 
that the arrest of Hirak Jyoti Mahanta 
failed to produce the bonanza it was 
expected to in the form of further 
arrests of top ULFA leaders. All it led 
to was a few stray arrests of minor 
functionaries and the seizure of a 
cassette detailing the training of 
ULFA extremists. 

Kharkhawal. who toured the dis¬ 
tricts to streamline the police appar¬ 
atus, is now said to be a dejected man. 
Though the DGP refuses to comment 
on his department's performance. 


some of his aides say that he was not 
given much help by the district autho¬ 
rities What has further hampered 
police operations is the fact that the 
ULFA IS steering clear of the police 
these days Ul.FA chairman Rajiv 
Rajkhowa has reportedly asked his 
cadres, numbering almost 400, to 
maintain a low profile and desist fiom 
confionting the police Besides, re¬ 
cruitment to the outfit has been sus¬ 
pended tor the time being Savs Sid- 
dhartha Phiikan, alias Anil Das piib- 
licitv secretary of the ULFA, ‘Any 
encounter with the police mav result 
in the increase of police atrocities on 
innocent villagers who are the mam- 


ary Dr Ranoj Pegu has characterised 
the ULFA as an “armed appendage" 
of the AGP He alleges that the 
ULFA was only helping the AGP and 
the All Assam Students Union 
(AASU) to consolidate their upper 
caste hegemony in Assam. 

Pegu further alleges th:it the UI,FA 
terrorists abducted about 12 URMCA 
volunteers during the past few 
months, apart from torcing the tribals 
to take part in its social welfare 
activities At least three meetings, 
held recently between the URMCA 
and the ULFA. at Guwahati and 
(iogainukh in north Lakhimpur, failed 
to clinch truce The meeting at the 
capital was arranged by a Ciuwahati- 
based newspapei editor Though the 
LTFA's 11-member central commit¬ 
tee 111 a statement has assured the 
traders that thc\ would not be harmed 
and Its campaign ot extortion and 
execution had been ctinsiderably re¬ 
duced, uncertainties caused by it to 
the state’s body politic have not dimi- 



1 ULFA extrwnteto ; ^tive _ 

stay of our movement They piovide 
us shelter and hide our arms ’’ The 
arsenal of the ll-year-old ULFA com¬ 
prises G-3 automatics, M-2() revolvers 
and AK-47 rifles, which are casilv 
bought from the Great ,\rms Ba/ai m 
the wooded Kachin lands of West 
Burm I 

If the ULFA topbiass is confident 
about taking care of the police they 
are definitely on a sticky wicket when 
It comes to their relation with the 
plains tribals in the states Ovci the 
past few weeks, the cold war between 
the UI-FA and the the United Re¬ 
servation Movement Council of 
Assam (URMCA), the jiolitical forum 
of the state's varied tribals, is escalat¬ 
ing The URMCA has not taken 
kindly to the ULFA's attempts to 
muscle into the tribal areas of North 
Lakhimpur URMCA general secret¬ 


^ 7m 


mshed There is no feedback yet on its 
possible role m the Assembly and Lok 
Sabha polls which are to be held in 
I>eccmber The AGP’s fccleis to the 
ULFA to start a peace dialogue have 
not yet evoked any response from it 
Added to this is the ambivalent 
attitude of the ruling AGI’ towards the 
rebels. Most of them had links m the 
past, either with the AGP or the 
AASU Moreover, the A(iP cannot 
risk antagonising them too much, as 
the ULFA has already won the conti- 
dence of a large segment of the luial 
masses by its overground welfare acti 
vities So from all indications it seems 
that the spirit ot the ULF'A cannot be 
easily exorcised, even though home 
minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed 
and other central leaders have decided 
to adopt strongarm tactics • 
Santmnu Ohoth/Ouwmhmtt mnd Silchmr 
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MUKUL KESAVAN 


Twenty-three minutes 

TV serials try to do too much in too little time 


N ine o’clock seiials on Doordar- 
shan are stuck with a problem 
of form Hove do you fit the 
menu of a full-length, 70 mm, Bombay 
film into a 21-inch screen over 23 
minutes'’ That television produceis 
should want to try is noi surprising 
Most cultures throw up a dominant 
form which then supplies the talent, 
generates the ideas and sets the stan¬ 
dards for other. I elated kinds of art In 
Britain, television feeds off repcitoiv 
theatre, here it is suckled bv the 1 Iindi 
film 

Only the ‘nine o'clock' is too sm.ill 
for such ambition and episode after 


us know that she is fanatically deter¬ 
mined to pu>duce an heir Someone 
should icll her that such virtuosity is 
wiistcful Th"c television serial needs 
one-toucfi passing, theie isn't the time 
to hold on to the ball and dribble It is 
the routine of the genre which is 
meant to carry the narrative foi- 
ward not individual histrionics 
Which IS certainly one reason why 
television stars find it hard to make 
the maic|uec in films 
The moral of the storv is that 
Doc'rd.irshan s nine o'cicick fictions 
fail because they try to do too much If 
this hacin t occuireci to vou before <md 


text Not that these are wonderful 
serials, they aren't But at least they 
trv to animate a world that is not the 
world of the urban salariat Whereas 
the Pakistani play having found its real 
world m the suburbs, now simply lives 
m It And this it does comfortablv, 
with style and wit 

Theic are signs that actors and 
producers are beginning to learn 'he 
modesty that becomes this medium A 
good example is Mohan Bhandari, the 
lead in Murizil Ajnii Apni Bhandari is 
the archetypal television star anoriv- 
mous, blow-diied, certain to get lost in 
a film But he is effective on television 



episode explodes at the seams You 
can't have location shooting, hieath- 
taking mteriois. colossal sets, great 
slabs cif emotion. lural lealism and 
comic relief, all together in half an 
hour, less the sponsors' seven mi¬ 
nutes Watching that appalling Mon¬ 
day night sitcom. Buscni. I felt for 
Mehmood I knew that what he really 
wanted to do was to go upstairs as 
Saira Band's music master and cuddle 
her even as .Sunil Dutt serenaded hei 
fiom the window acioss the road But 
he couldn't, it was the wrong house 
and this was television -there wasn’t 
the time foi a song 
The c'thei pioblem with the Bom¬ 
bay film as a model is that it misleads 
actors into adveiiising emoiion at 
great length In a leecnl episode ot 
Za/necn (a luial saga of the genre 
Benegal). Ihtaia Baokar is lying in 
her husband's field, distraught The 
camel a closes in on hei face, whereup¬ 
on she takes all of half a minute to let 


doesn’t peisuade vou now, let me 
push mv argument with a comparison 
Namelv, that Pakistani television 
plays aie populai pieciselv because 
they trv to do so little 

It IS not |ust happenstance that 
Pakistani serials aie called plays. 
Their conventions arc borrowed from 
drawing-room drama and they have 
no cinematic ambitions Apart fiom 
stock shots of traffic and buildings, the 
camera stays indoors, more often than 
not in drawing rooms At the heart ol 
every serial is a group ol middle-class 
people living in Lahore or Karachi, 
the countryside figures occasionally 
but only for the presci ibed purposes of 
either explaining or introducing a 
feudal character oi uncovering the 
roots of urban vendetta History and 
geography are absent, all you have is 
the seamless present, livened up with 
bits of local colour. 

A serial like Zameen or Kab Tak 
Buktiroon is unimaginable in this con¬ 


becausc there, his basic persona, a 
narcissistic, self-indulgent, ambitious 
man-on-the-make seems to come so 
naturally and strikes so many answ’cr- 
ing chords m his encl-ol-thc-l;ighties 
audience 

But it IS possible to adapt the 
extravagant icliom of Hindi films to 
the small screen Ved Vyaas. who is 
our most successful television script¬ 
writer, not excluding Manohar Shyam 
Joshi, has the formula' a book that 
everyone’s read, some sexual harass¬ 
ment, revenge, the Hand of God. a 
cast of thousands and apocalypse But 
to carry it off, he needed episodes 
twice as long as the standard 23 
minute one and more than a hundred 
of them So our nine o’cUxrk impre¬ 
sarios can either lobby for more time 
or look across the border establish 
shot of mansion exterior, cut to fitted 
kitchen where Apa, Sabiha, Aijaz and 
the aged retainer. Salim, are deftly 
helping the souffle rise. • 


74 


SUNQAV J*~30 June ' MO 















Gently leanii^ 

Damage to the Victoria Memorial creates a 
controversy in Calcutta 



I t’s one thing for the Tower of Pisa 
to lean. But quite another when 
Calcutta’s Victoria Memorial does 
so—or, at least, a part of it. And sure 
enough, the entire city sat up to take 
notice when a 50-metre stretch of the 
white marble monument’s terrace side 
wall cracked and tilted outwards. 
Since the crack developed after heavy 
rain on 18 May, the authorities 
claimed that it was probably caused by 
excessive water seepage. 

Says P^nkaj Kumar Dutta, conser¬ 
vator of Victoria Memorial, “This tcr- 
tace/pavement is a superficial con¬ 
struction initially built to prevent the 
water from seeping into the founda¬ 
tion and harming the main structure. 
It is filled mainly with marble chips, so 
water seepage (with its consequent 
chemical reaction on marble) may 
have caused the crack.” Dutta insists 
that since the crack developed on the 
terrace floor, it will in no way damage 
the main building. But the extensive 
press coverage given to the incident 
coupled with the average Calcuttan’s 
concern for the monument (which 
serves as a museum, housing relics of 
the Victorian era) created a minor fu¬ 
rore in flie city. 

The tilt of the tenace wall was first 
noticed on 19 May, following inces¬ 
sant rain the previous day. The 


museum authorities claim that im¬ 
mediate steps were taken to remedy 
the situation and prevent any further 
damage. Says P K. Agarwal, assistant 
chemist in charge of the conservation 
of the building; “Soon after we 
noticed the tilted wall we deputed our 
personnel and security staff to erect 
props to contain the damage.” Visitors 
were also prevented from going near 
the damaged terrace to ensure that 
there were no accidents. Various gov¬ 
ernment agencies with engineering ex¬ 
pertise were contacted, to help with 
the restoration, chief among them, the 
Central Public Works Department 
(CPWD). Die crack was covered with 
polythene sheets to prevent any furth¬ 
er water leakage, and the authorities 
claimed that the damage would be rec¬ 
tified soon. 

Such claims notwithstanding, the 
crack raised quite a few questions ab¬ 
out the maintenance of the monu¬ 
ment, forcing the museum authorities 
on the defensive. Says Dutta. "Basi¬ 
cally it is quite a superficial crack and 
even the CPWD engineers who are 
responsible for the restoraUon of the 
perimeter wall, have seconded our 
opinion ” However, junior engineer 
B.N. Guha, who was present when the 
damage was first discovered, refused 
to comment: “I will not say anything 
about it. I have been instructed not to 


speak to the press.” 

This reluctance to come clean is w- 
prising considering the CPWD has had 
a long association with Victoria 
Memorial. According to P.K. Agar¬ 
wal; “All maintenance work of the 
building is carried out through the 
CPWD but sometimes they may not 
have the readily available expertise, so 
we contact specialist opinion to solve 
our problems.” For example, in 1988, 
expert opinion was sought from the 
Central Building Institute at Rourkee 
regarding the nuisance caused by pi¬ 
geons in the museum. Right now there 
are about four or five schemes winch 
will be implemented in the near future 
to preserve the monument and its dis¬ 
plays—such as partial air-condition¬ 
ing, screening of windows etc. “So its 
not as if the accident is the result of 
sloppy mamtenance,” says chief res¬ 
torer, Arun Ghosh. 

Who then, should be held account¬ 
able for the damage? The CPWD or 
the museum authorities’’ According to 
Ghosh it is a question only the cura¬ 
tor-secretary Hirendra Nath Chakra- 
borty can answer. “It is entirely Mr 
Chakraborty’s responsibility,” he says, 
“to punish if there is any callousness 
and to praise if there is any good work 
involved.” The curator, however, re¬ 
fused to answer such questions: "I was 
away in London when this incident 
took place, so I will not be able to 
comment on it.” 

But, despite claims of impeccable 
maintenance, the formation of the fis¬ 
sure proves that there must have been 
a major slip somewhere. Agrees Dut¬ 
ta. “There must have been some mis¬ 
take”, going on to rationalise, “it is 
only human to make mistakes. After 
all nobodv is capable of knowing ev¬ 
erything”. 

Arun Ghosh’s approach, on the 
other hand, seems more reasonable: 
“The problem is that this monu¬ 
ment is so dear to ail Calcuttans that 
such an incident is obviously embar¬ 
rassing for the authorities Moreover 
the media has also added to the gener¬ 
al anxiety about the memorial. So 
everyone is more interested in a face¬ 
saving exercise rather than initiating a 
proper enquiry as to why such a thing 
happened.” 

For the moment, the authorities are 
concentrating on Operation Salvage. 
The wall is to be repaired (with a new 
filling of chips before the marble slabs 
are put back into place) as soon as 
possible. And work is progressing at a 
brisk pace. • 
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Last among 
unequals 


Mira Hamermesh's film on 
untouchability in India, Caste At Birth, 
is a hit with Channel Four viewers 



n India, women, un¬ 
touchables and 
drums are for beat¬ 
ing. And Mira 
Hamermesh's film 
for Channel Four, Caste At 
Birth, a cinematic express¬ 
ion of this truth. An un¬ 
touchable writer quotes 
Goswami Tulsidas on the 
subject of caste, a Brahmin 
gets his gold chain blessed | 
so that he doesn't have to 
wear the sacred thread 
“which would look quite 
silly in a swimming pool" 

These, and other characters 
move in and out of the film, 
a scathing report on un- 
touchability in India miralwr 

With considerable advance publicity 
to precede its screening on Channel 
Four, the film proved a success with 






Mira ttamemiMli 


With considerable advance publicity 11 was writer and good friend Mulk 
to precede its screening on Channel I Raj Anand who suggested that 
Four, the film proved a success with Hamermesh make a film on the caste 
both critics and ordinary viewers. But conflict in India. The idea made sense 
Caste At Birth is only the last part of to the director, marking as it did a 


Hamermesh’s triptych on the essential 
nature of conflict. Her first film in this 
senes. Maids And Madams, a subtle 
but strong indictment of apartheid, 
examined the emotional relationship 


natural progression from her earlier 
features. But working on as sensitive a 
subject as caste in India wasn’t easy. 
*T had trouble getting a researcher,” 
recalls Hamermesh “In Bihar we 


that exists between Black household were menaced by the landlords. They 


workers and their White madams. The 
movie won four international awards, 
including Channel Four’s first Pnx 
Italia. The second film. Talking To 
The Enemy focussed on the conflict 
between Palestinians and Israelis, 


came on strongly and were very thre¬ 
atening. Finally we told them that we 
would film them as well so that they 
could have their say.” 

Hamermesh’s film takes the viewers 
on a fairly comprehensive tour of 


through a chance meeting between a India, moving from the caste segrega- 
Palestinian journalist and an Israeli tions of urban cosmopolitan Bombay 
editor. to the horrors of the atrocities com- 

With Hamermesh, a Polish Jew who mitted on backwards in Bihar The 


survived the holocaust because of her unit visited Nonhi village, near Jeha- 


enterprising father, conflict—and the 
role of women in it—is an overriding 
concern. The image of a Harijan 
mother lamenting the killing of her 
children in a Bihar village is the proto¬ 
type of the Jewish mother mourning 
her dead djiring the Nazi period. 


nabad, Bihar, where on the night of 16 
June, 1988, upper caste landlords kil¬ 
led 19 members of a family, only 
because one member had asked for 
the minimum wage deaded uppn by 
the government The survivors of the 
Paswan family tell the story of the 


night that left them completely 
broken. 

But justice wasn't forthcoming even 
after the brutal massacre. Instead, 
Hamermesh informs us, the home 
minister actually blamed the untouch¬ 
ables for the incident And even 
though the Paswan family can identify 
the assailants, nobody has been 
arrested The family remains resigned 
to Its fate, well aware that the land¬ 
lords have both the police and the 
administration on their side. 

Next on the iunerary is rural Mahar- 
astra, and the village of Hivde 
where there are still two wells for the 
inhabitants; one for the upper castes 
and the other for the more lowly-born. 
During the drought the tankers fill the 
well of the upper castes; the untouch¬ 
ables simply do without water. Also 
featured is a wall in the village, which 
the untouchables are forbidden to 
cross. 

In Bombay, a Dalit writer tells of 
his struggle to gain acceptance; a 
scheduled caste medical student con¬ 
fesses that he feels that his class-mates 
don’t wish to see him rise; a woman 
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doctor, who is standing for election, 
tells of her attempts to organise the 
Dalits; Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar's 
grandson, Prakash, carries on the 
campaign against untouchability, and 
students in St Xavier’s College debate 
the rationale behind reservations. 

In Surajkund, Haryana (on the bor¬ 
der of Delhi), where stone quarries 
survive on the labour of the untouch¬ 
ables, Swami Agnivesh describes his 
activities with the Dalits. The back¬ 
ward community’s march to the local ! 
Hindu temple, demanding right of 
entry, and the beatings at the hands ot 
the upper castes that followed, are 
also recounted. Says the social activ¬ 
ist; “We have about 150 million un¬ 
touchables in India who are leading a 
life worse than the Blacks under apar¬ 
theid, and yet the world is not aware 
of the problem.” 

i41JyFe spent three months resear- 
WW ching in India,” says Hamer- 
mesh, “and what Bishakha (her r^ 
searcher) and I found was that though 

JUM1M0 


most people say Bihar has the worst ! 
cases of assault on Harijans, the prob¬ 
lem is prevalent all over India, We 
built up a mountain of files simply 
from press cuttings. I must say the 
Indian press is marvellous in its open¬ 
ness and its dedication, but television 
IS another matter, it’s such a pity, 
because instead of using television 
positively to educate, it’s just used to 
create illusions.” 

The truth of the matter is that there 
are as many as 10,000 attacks on the 
lower castes every year, according to 
official estimates. The unofficial count 


goes even higher, as the atrocities 
committed by those in power are not 
put on record. 

But the very fact that caste distinc¬ 
tions continue even today in India 
shocks the average Western viewer. 
Not surprisingly then. Caste At Birth 
has received very positive reviews for 
the depiction of a little-known 
malaise. There is some amount of 
relief as well. As one critic put it; “At 
least there is one Third World pi oblem 
for which the British bear no colonial 
guilt. It existed before they came in.”* 
Sfmfamf Baau/London 








Thenawab 

KNOWS BEST 



The Raj is 
well and tru¬ 


ly over as far as Indian 
cricket is concerned. 


Chairman of the selec¬ 


tion committee, Raj 
Singh Dungarpur, has 
decided to step down 
from the post he occu¬ 
pied for long years (too 
long, say some). 

But who was behind 


Dungarpur’s decision? 
Take a bow, former 


Indian skipper Mansur 
Aii Khan Pataudi 


Apparently, Tiger, a 
long-standing friend of 
Dungarpur’s. advised 
the latter to “step down 




gracefully”. The Indian state of affairs being laid 
Test team had been per- at Raj Singh’s door. The 
forming like a third-rate only way Dungarpur 
club side, with the entire could extricate himself 

blame for the current from the mess, with his 



(Top) Raj Singh Oimgarpun 
on tho Thor's traH; 

(loft) Mansur AH Khan 
l^taudi; proferring good 
advice 


dignity intact, said 
Pataudi, was if he res¬ 
igned of his own accord. 

Raj Singh took the 
advice. 


CHITRAJIT QHOSH 



Anup Mote: wtw would tumithoui^ It wouMpndM soon? 


Third TIME lucky? 


The first 
time around 
it was said to be a case of 
frustrated ambition. 


Sonali Jalota could no 
longer bear to play 
second fiddle to husband 
Anup, ghazal and bha- 


jan singer of some repu¬ 
te, and was filing for di¬ 
vorce. (She was also 
planning to hitch up with 
tabla player Roopkumar 
Rathod; but that is 
another story.) 

Anup Jalota, for his 
part, made the usual 


SonaH Jalota: history 
rspoatsItsoH 



brave noises (“1 wish 
Sonali well”, “We were 
mutually incompatible”, 
“Perhaps, it’s all for the 
best” etc.) and then 
went and hitched his 
wagon to Bina, a disciple 
of his father Purshottam 
Jalota. 

This time things were 
expected to work out. 
After all, hadn't wife 
number two promised to 
occupy the back seat 
-forever and ever? And 
even, silence her singing 
voice altogether for pati 
parmeshwar’s benefit. 

But no, Anup’s run of 
bad luck continued. And 
his second marriage en¬ 
ded up on the rocks as 
well. The singer has filed 
a petition for divorce, 
and as soon as that com¬ 
es through he’ll be back 
in the marriage mart 
once more. 

And who knows, he 
may well be third time, 
lucky! 
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Tired AND 

TIRESOME 


On the 
whole, it’s a 
rather tired effort. And 
what’s more, it’s pretty 
tiresome as well. 

Seventies' sex symbol 
Mumtaz’s attempt at a 
comeback to movies, 
Aandhiyan, only makes 
you wish that she had 
stayed away. Whatever 
remains of the once- 
fresh appeal is hidden 
under layers of make¬ 
up, the receding hairline 
camouflaged by a ghast¬ 
ly fringe, and the give- 



Compiled by SEEM*' 



Munrtaz In AamMyrnir. nert 
much of a comeback 

away lines around her 
eyes masked by the most 
unflattering pair of glas¬ 
ses available. 

The gamine charm is 
gone. And, unfortunate¬ 
ly, a mature grace has 
yet to take its place. 


A CELEBRITY AFFAIR 


As far as Sunil Gangopadhyay— apparent! 

Calcutta was put in an appearance by Sandif 

concerned, it was, with- when Satyajit Ray’s son busy sho< 

out a doubt ihe wedding Sandip celebrated his Gayen Bi 

of the year And every- marriage to Lolita Chat- III to taki 

body who counted as tcrjec. partying 

anybody in the city— But no 

from chief minister.Iyoti The wedding—a sim- plaining! 

Basu. actresses Mamata pie registration cere- atSikkal 

Shankar and Aparna inony—had been held gunge, w 

Sen, actor Soumitro on 24 December, 1989. the radiai 

Chatterjee, singer Ruma But the reception, that Sandip tfi 

Guha Thakurta to writer announced the happy groom. 

Atth* racafitien: (from left) Swidip, Jyotl Bomi, LoiHa and SatyaJH Ray 


Playing a single 
parent Mumtaz 
shares an exceptionally 
close relationship—with 
the faintest shades of in¬ 
cest clouding the screen 
on occasion—with her 
young son. The two 
share what can only be 
termed as romantic 
evenings together, with 
much whispering of 
sweet nothings, little in¬ 
timate touches 
and...well, we suppose 
you get the picture, 
while the young man’s 
girlfriend pines away at a 
safe distance. 

If good old Mumu is 
trying to prove a point, 
then we’re afraid no¬ 
body’s too convinced 

event to the world, took 
place only on 4 June, 
1990. The delay was. 
apparently, occasioned 
by Sandip. he was too 
busy shooting for Goopi 
Gayen Bagha Bayen 
III to take time off for 
partying 

But nobody was com¬ 
plaining about the delay 
at Sikka Palace, Bally- 
gunge, with Lolita much 
the radiant bride and 
Sandip the proud 
groom. 
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Over his 

DEAD BODY 

.-...-, , 1 : whenOliv- 

•. .. ■ ; • er Andrade, 
municipal corporator, 
physical instructor, 
hockey and football 
coach, founded the Jog¬ 
ger’s Park on Carter 



Oliver Andrada: 

threeiening 

»elf4mmolation 

Road, Bombay, he 
hadn’t anticipated find¬ 
ing him.self in the thick 
of controversy For, in¬ 
itially at least, things 
appeared to be working 
out fine. The locale soon 
became the place for a 
work-out. with physical¬ 
fitness enthusiasts turn¬ 
ing up in ever-increasing 
numbers. 

But in their wake 
came big-timc business, 
intending to cash in on 
the vast numbers that 
congregated there every¬ 
day. Their plan: to set 
up shopping arcades all 
round the park. After 
all, they would never be 
short of custom. 

They had reckoned 
without Andrade, 
though. “I will burn my- 
.self before the ground if 
the businessmen com¬ 
mercialise and spoil this 
area,” he thundered. 
“They can do so, but 
only over my dead 
body.” • 
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Dollars a nd scents 

The new Zeenat perfume is a super seller 


Q uestion What do Sophia I,oren, 
Elizabeth Taylor and Zeenat 
Aman have in common'^ Yes, all 
three are sex symbols, but that’s not 
the answer we’re looking lor What 
binds these actresses together is that 
all of them have the distinction of 
having a perfume named after them. 
Aman, of course, being the latest to 


join this elite club, with Bernard Per 


sales Yet we needed a name which is 
well-known. And this was Zeenat 
Aman. 

“She IS the only actress to 
bring a flavour of the West to the 
Indian silver .screen It is only fitting 
that she be nominated to bring a touch 
of the East, in the form of a perfume, 
to the world Besides she was also 
Miss India and Miss Asia. She has 



rin and Marie-Jeanne Combredcl of 


Jeanne Arthes Parfiims naming their 
latest scent after the Indian star 
But why Zeenat? Explains Perrin- 
"It IS the trend in the West today to 
name a perfume after a famous ac¬ 
tress So, we looked and toyed with a 
whole lot of names We could not take 
a current box-office star because she 
could very well be a flop m her next 
film and this would be dangerous for 


I over 70 motion pictures to her credit 
and has a special place in the hearts of 
Indians, Pakistanis and the millions of 
Asians who are addicted to Indian 
movies.” 

The rationale behind choosing an 
Indian actress was simple: the per¬ 
fume was to be marketed in the mid¬ 
dle'east first, and the Arab penchant 


for Hindi films is well-known. The 
fame of Aman in these parts, it was 
thought, would do the trick. 

And sure enough, when Pemn and 
Combredet launched the perfume in 
Dubai they made a killing. “We sold 
the six months stock, around 20,0(X) 
bottles, in four days That is, our rep¬ 
resentative in Dubai,SheikhMohamed 
Syed made a commitment to sell this 
much,” says Perrin “Of course, the 
launch of the perfume in Dubai was 
followed by very heavy advertising 
both in the print media and TV com¬ 
mercials ” 

Zeenat. bottled in a flacon of plain 
and frosted glass, .specially designed 
by Crystal d’Arques, Pans, is priced at 
$20 for the 100 ml bottle The 50 mi 
bottle goes at $16 The top notes are 
jasmine, rose and tuberose, the body 
notes are peach and .sandalwood; and 
the back notes are cedarwood, patch¬ 
ouly and vanilla The publicity 
brochure describes it as “a bouquet of 
roses,jasmines and tuberoses,|boosted 
with a peach fruity note, releasing af¬ 
ter a while a mysterious cocktail of 
sandalwood, ohbanum and honey” It 
contains around 80 raw materials from 
India, including oudh, and is packaged 
in black, gold and hot pink. 

Aman is understandably thnlled at 
having being chosen by the company 
which has marketed such other suc¬ 
cessful perfumes as Cobra. Says the 
actress; “Needless to say I feel very 
flattered and privileged and involved. 
I am very happy. I have been a part of 
it right from the beginning.” After the 
Dubai success, Zeenat (the perfume) 
will travel to the south-east. Says Per¬ 
rin. “In autumn we will launch the 
perfume in Singapore and Hong 
Kong, and next year in the United 
States and England. We have had 
many quenes from Europe also.” 

Despite the spate of advertising in 
Indian magazines, Zeenat will not sell 
in the country except m duty-free 
shops. Indians will have to make do 
with the actress, instead, who says ab¬ 
out her scent: “Very exotic and long- 
lasting. A sensual smell.” 

A little like the lady herself. • 
TtMa/BonAmy 


MINIMr 24-Mjiini MK 



















The other Delhi 


Khushwant Singh on the capital’s flora and fauna 


\ 


I 


D elhi IS a city for all seasons. 
And Nature Watch by Khush¬ 
want Singh and Suddhasattwa 
Basu is a delightful chronicle of the 
unfolding seasons of the year in the 
capital. Just as Delhi,hK best-selling 
historical fiction, is partly a celebra¬ 
tion of his deep attachment to the city, 
Khushwant Singh’s Nature Watch is a 
diary of the year-long unveiling of the 
city’s less known facets—its flora, 
fauna, fruit, festivals, and the heat and 
dust of summer 

The style is unusual It is written in 
the manner of the baramau folk songs 
of the north, which relate the joy of 
the impending rains in the month of 
sawaan (monsoon), the festivals of the 
different seasons, and the hope and 
anticipation of a farmer’s family as 
I they wait for the harvested grain to be 
brought in, during baisaakh 

In Khushwant Singh’s eyes, Delhi is 
not just a mindless mass of concrete 
around a green oasis. He details the 
glories of nature which exist in the 
capital—in the tree-lined avenues, the 
nbbon-like strips of green in residen¬ 
tial colonies (a lawn in Delhi parl¬ 
ance), the parks and the gardens of 
the city Basu’s elegant illustrations 
evoke the colours of nature in their 
hne delicate lines. 

The Sardarji’s nature watching has 
been done on “a very restricted land¬ 
scape”—most of it in his private back 
garden enclosed by a barbed wire 
fence and covered with bougainvillaea 
' creepers But, this small patch is by 
Itself unique in Delhi for it houses— 
among the limes, oranges, grapefruit, 

I pomegranate, a few jasmine, raat-ki- 
j rani and madhumati creepers, 

I assorted vegetables—four ten-year- 
' old avocado trees. A species not 
usually seen outside the immaculate 
fields of agriculture research institutes 
in the north. 

There is a profusion of birds, 
whether it is the common sparrow, 
crow, mynah, kite, pigeon, babbler 
which abound in the city, or the gol¬ 
den orioles, barbets, koels, peafowl, 
papeehas, grey hornbills, lapwings 
who visit the gardens. These birds can 
be sighted in the various bungalows 
and in the city’s parks, like the Lodhi 


Gardens. But, today, one regular 
haunt of Khushwant Singh, the lux- 
unant lawn of the Delhi Gymkhana 
Club, is no longer likely to attract as 
many birds as it did in the past because 
the roads on both sides of the club 
have been opened to traffic after the 
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
moved out of Race Course Road. 

February is the month of regenera¬ 
tion in Delhi and the harbinger of 
spring in the capital is the semul (silk 
cotton tree) which is covered with red 



Naium KKtfcirliasan 
iRHimtshto. 

Khusliwaiit Singh 
details the glorfM of 
nature wMeh exist in 
the capital and 
elevates Deilii from Its 
status of the *city of 
graveyards* 



blossoms at the beginning of the 
month. By mid-February, the capital 
IS a not of colours—the huge gardens 
of the sprawling bungalows, the verges 
and borders of avenues, the roundab¬ 
outs, the terraces in the colonics are 
all ablaze with calendula, peony, nas¬ 
turtium, phlox, salvia and a host of 
other annuals. This is the month of 
flower-shows with the capital’s elite 
parading in their finery^trying to outdo 
the colours of the flowers. 

Though, the semul is lampooned 
unjustly as an useless tree, for its flow¬ 
ers have no fragrance and its fruit is 
inedible, Khushwant Singh notes that 
its astnngeni gum has medicinal prop¬ 
erties and Its pods release a gossamer 
floss which makes a pillow comparable 
to that of the softest down 

In April, the gulmohars blaze in 
their fiercest scarlets and oranges, but 
May IS the month of the glorious 
shower of the laburnum—the fresh 
looking yellow' blossoms appear in 
clusters like grapes—a sight for sore 
eyes in the heat of the month The 
intense heat and dust of June is only 
mitigated by the arrival of the man¬ 
goes—the langras, dus\ehn, sarauh, 
safeda, rataul, chausa, amrapallt from 
Uttar Pradesh join the banganpalli 
and totapari from Andhra Pradesh, 
mologoa of Karnataka and the maida 
and gulab khas from B^engal 

With the rams in July come the mul¬ 
ticoloured kites and jamuns The 
jamun sellers pitch camp on the broad 
avenues in New Delhi, guarding the 
trees till the fruit can be shaken off 
them into sheets held just above the 
ground And November, which 
heralds the end of the cycle,is a month 
for butterflies who impart their col¬ 
ours to the gardens. 

With his blow-by-blow account of 
an ever-changing city, Khushwant 
Singh details the glories of nature ' 
which still exist in the capital Singh 
has elevated Delhi from its status of 
the ‘city of graveyards’ The next time 
you think Delhi is a dull, lifele.ss city, 
think again • 

^tubhaShtgh 


Natiaa Watch Text by Khushwant £Unoh Hkistrations by 
Suddhasattwa Basu Published by Lunra Press Prtvata 
UmMed, 1990 


WNOAY24—30 Junt 1900 


81 







film heroes begin 
to crash on screen, they 
turn into real life heroes 
instead. As Govinda did in 
Filmaty recently during the 
shooting of Mohabbai Ki 
Aag 

A bus-load of rowdy 
tourist fans were deman¬ 
ding to be allowed on the 
sets. Since this would mean 
moving cameras and other 
equipment and delaying 
shooting, the director, 
naturally, put his foot 
down. 

The enraged fans then 
went on the rampage pun¬ 
ching and kicking everyone 
in sight. In the midst of all 
the confusion, someone 



OovbKlK rMl if* IMTO 

threw a large stone at Gov¬ 
inda. The stone struck a 
unit-hand, instead. Seeing 
the poor man’s battered 
face, Govinda< in a fine 
emulation of his screen per¬ 
sona, bundled him into his 
car and rushed him to hos¬ 
pital 

That’s all very well. But 
the one person who was 
missing during the entire 
episode (even though he 
had reported for shooting) 
was Shakti Kapoor. For, 
sensing danger, Shakti, 
never mind the big, brave 
talk, slunk away to some 
safe corner 

I ronical situations are so 
commonplace in the film 
world that they take no one 
by surprise. Take the Sn- 
kant Nahata-Jayaprada 
affair,for instance. Two 
years ago when news of 
_ 



fiBjMh Khamui: anottwr comeback bM 


their ‘marriage’ hit the film 
world, Srikant’s wife Chan¬ 
dra refused to grant him a 
divorce and make things 
easier for the erring couple. 

Well, Chandra’s finally 
tired of waiting for hubby 
to return and decided to 
separate from him instead 
One would have expected 
Jayaprada to treat this as a 
piece of good news, but 
now she appears to be scep¬ 
tical about her future. 

The lady now believes 
that Srikant is not such a 
good bet after all, especial¬ 
ly after she realised that he 
was playing the field in 
Bangalore while she was 
working hard in Bombay. 
“How can I trust a man 
who can leave his wife and 
have several flingsthe 
beautiful actress is reported 
to have said. 

Well, she does seem to 
be talking sense now. Even 
if the truth about Snkant 
Nahata has dawned on her 
just a little too late. 

Jayattrada: lute rMliaatkNi 


T*he most hilarious pair- 
up in recent times is that of 
Rajesh Khanna and Deepi- 
ka ‘Sita’ Chikhliaof 
Ramayan fame. Apparent¬ 
ly, Rajesh is going around 
town raving about Deepika 
to all and sundry and to the 
few producers with whom 
he still enjoys some clout 
(it’s surprising, but some 
old faithfuls remain) They 
would, apparently, do any¬ 
thing for the ex¬ 


phenomenon—though ex¬ 
pecting them to promote 
Deepika in a film opposite 
Rajesh is pushing it a bit 

As far as Rajesh is con¬ 
cerned, this could be his 
grandest passion yet, and 
also his last bid to make a 
comeback of sorts After all 
he’s tried a zany Dimple 
and a sophisticated Tina 
and they got him nowhere. 

Maybe he thinks a sim¬ 
ple, docile Sita can rope 
him out of the awful mess 
he is in? 

The latest desperado in 
town IS the small screen 
spiritual avatar—Nitish 
‘Knshna’ Bharadwaj. He is 
so keen to make it m films 
that he is throwing parties 
to promote himself, where 
the number of female in¬ 
vitees far exceeds the 
males. 

At a recent party, Varsha 
Usgaonkar, Rupa Ganguly 
and Pallavi Joshi were pre¬ 
sent. And Nitish was flirt¬ 
ing with each of them in 
turn. The surprising thing is 
that—unlike other big-time 
heroes who promise bit 
roles to clinging starlets in 
between whispering sweet 
nothings into their ears— 
Nitish really does not have 
too many roles for himself, 
leave alone offering them 
to others. 

So what is it about him 
that keefis all the women in 
his life, and all the women 
at his parties, happy aAd 
guessing? 

Not his godly good looks 
surely! • 
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The 
fitter 
andthe 
fiHh 

A majority of Delhi’s 
population lives in 
unhygienic conditions 

mBmmmmmmmmmmsi 


L ush green gardens, tree-lined 
avenues, broad roads and 
neat rows of residential col¬ 
onics -to a casual visitor, 
Delhi IS an ideal metropolis. 
But for those who have been living in 
the capital for quite some time, the 
outward glitter can hardly conceal the 
filth beneath An estimated 45 per 
cent of Delhi's population still lives in 
the most unhygienic conditions—hut¬ 
ments where drains have been chock¬ 
ed for years, drinking water is scarce 
and the air is filled with the stench of 
rotten garbage No wonder, experts 
have time and again warned that the 
outbreak of cholera in the capital in 
1988 that left over lOfK) people dead 
was no chance happening A similar 
epidemic could hit Delhi again. 

Not that the Delhi administration is 
doing nothing to improve living condi¬ 
tions. especially of those staying in the 
slums With the monsoon round the 
corner, the authorities have launched 
a massive awareness campaign 
Health officials are going round distn- 
buting publicity material and chlorine 
tablets. Steps have also been taken to 
clean up the drains 
Of course, 'VVIP vi.sits to the slum 
areas are part of this action plan. Last 
fortnight, the new health minister. 
Rasheed MaSood Khan, accompanied 
by a host of senior officials went round 
East Delhi’s Guru Tegh Bahadur Hos¬ 
pital. The purpose was to ensure that 
the hospital was fully geared up to 


tackle any emergency. The hospital 
superintendent assured the minister 
that 120 beds had been kept aside for 
cholera victims. 

But are such cosmetic measures 
enough? Warned Sabir Ah of the 
Council for Social Development, “The 
fact that no epidemic of the 1988 
proportion has hit Delhi is only a 
matter ot chance and can be attributed 
to inadequate rams last year ’ Muni¬ 
cipal officials, too, have time and 
again asked the authorities to take 
measures, but, they allege, nothing 
worthwhile has been done 

The Supreme Court also had set up 
a committee comprising experts like 
Mira Shiva of the Voluntary Health 
Association, B.P.C. Sinha of the Cen¬ 
tral Ground Water Board and Pari- 
tosh Tyagi of the Central Pollution 
Control Board to go into the issue. 
The committee made several recom¬ 
mendations in Its iotenm report sub¬ 
mitted in April this year. Strangely, 
the court has taken note of only one 
recommendation—that a committee 
of technologists and experts should be 
formed to examine the problems of 
Delhi. “It IS really unfortunate that 
this kind of an attitude should be 
there,” complained an activist work¬ 


ing in a resettlement colony m the 
capital “Delhi's health problems will 
continue to fester,” she added. 

A ccording to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), “Cholera 
is an entirely man-made disease, 
directly linked to poor sanitation in 
crowded areas and non-availability of 
safe drinking water ” And the reality 
IS that even though Delhi is posh and 
.spacious in its southern and central 
parts, most of the city's population 
live in areas without propei drainage. 
And the city adniinistrators admit that 
only 1.54 out of the .548 unauthorised 
colonies in the capital have sewage 
disposal facilities Besides, there are 
numerous //itrggo and resettlement 
colonies where the conditions are 
worse. For instance, only four col¬ 
onies m the trans-Yamuna area have 
filtered water supply 
There is practically no drainage 
system either in these areas Accord¬ 
ing to the interim report, in several 
parts of the city where the epidemic 
oconrred, drains carrying domestic 
waste water mixed with human excre¬ 
ta were flowing towards depressions 
near the dwellings. “With the increase 
in population and progressive increase 
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in the quantity of water supplied per 
person, these depressions turn into 
pools of foul water that spill into 
adjoining houses and over the streets, 
especially during the rains,” the report 
said. And, with shallow handpumps 
being a major source of water despite 
the administration banning them, 
drinking water is also polluted. Resi¬ 
dents are forced to use the hand- 
pumps, knowing perfectly well that 
the water might be polluted because 
direct water supply is practically non 
existent. 

Compounding the situation is the 
inefficient system of garbage disposal 
A Delhi administration official admit¬ 
ted that there was not a single waste 
recycling plant in the city because ot 
the enormous cost involved And, in 
the entire trans-Yamuna area where 
two-thirds of the population resides, 
there are only three garbage landfills, 
with one collection bin for every 5(X) 
plots or 3,5(X) people Sabir Ah points 
out that hygiene in this area was 
’deplorable' with more than 40 per 
cent of the garbage strewn around in 
parks, outside houses and in drains 
“The low rate of clearance, foul smell, 
mosquito breeding, are bound to lead 
to several diseases,” he has said in a 
study. 

I t IS a VICIOUS circle I he administra¬ 
tion IS unable to provide facilities to 
the existing population And, the 
population is constantly increasing at 
an estimated 3 lakh every year Most 
of the population increase is confined 
to the “slum areas” According to the 
Institute of Urban Affairs, the annual 
rate of growth in squatter colonics was 
11 8 per cent as compared to the 4 5 
per cent for the city as a whole 
Worse, for more than 25 lakh peo¬ 
ple living way across the river, falling 
prey to all kinds of diseases is a way of 
life If not cholera or gastro enteritis, 
they are in constant danger of stomach 
ailments, malaria and other “hygiene- 
onented” diseases. 

There is an inherent flaw in the 
area.said All. The 1,000 hectare 
“Yamuna bowl” is nearly 10 to 12 feet 
lower than the nver bed and is conse¬ 
quently prone to water logging and 
seepage. In fact, the original master 
plan of the city had earmarked the 
entire area as a “shikarbagh”, a green 
bet on the periphery of the city. 
Studies had also proved that the bowl 
could not be drained. 

It was chosen to be developed only 
on the basis of an “utterly untenable” 
idea, the syphon system which would 



Choked drains in one of Delhi’s resettlement colonies: unhygienic conditions 


dram the entiie area of its sullage and 
storm water into adjoining Uttar 
Pradesh. The plan fell through for 
obvious reason^ First, Uttar Pradesh 
refused. Second, and perhaps more 
important, the scheme, costing Rs 500 

JhuggiB have sprouted ali over Delhi; 
cause for concern 
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crorcs was discarded due to finanaal 
constraints So, in the absence of any 
siphon system, garbage disposal is 
almost non existent Inevitably, the 
“prolonged accumulation” of garbage 
results in clogging and, with every rain 
the garbage sweeps into the water bed 
below, polluting the water. With 
gioundwater the primary source of 
water, disease is only an inevitability. 

Notwithstanding these well-known 
facts, however, more than 6,0(),()()0 
people were shifted to this area during 
the Emergency when squatters were 
rehabilitated in the then far-flung re¬ 
settlement colonies. The trend to shift 
to east Delhi with its comparatively 
low land prices continues 

Either way, with the administra¬ 
tion’s effort or without it, an epidemic 
in the city is a near certainty “You 
can reduce the intensity of an 
epidemic But, you can’t eradicate it 
completely,” predicted Ali. That such 
abysmal conditions should exist in the 
showplace of the country is really 
ironic. But what is worse is that so 
many people were allowed, even en¬ 
couraged to move into that part of the 
city which is just not habitable. • 
MlnuMn/HewDplhl 
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Arthur Bonner on the Ram Janmahhoomi- 
Bahri Masjid controversy 
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Averting The Apocalypse 
Social Movements In India 
Today by Arthur Bonner 
Publish^ by Duke Univerntty 
I Press 1990 


Arthur Bonner, former Asia torresfxrndeni 
of New York I'lnies. n rnes about a soaets on 
the \erge of an apot alvi>li< upheavel Author 
of Among the Atglians, Bonner travelled 
cxtensivelv through India, interviexving those a, 
the bottom of the countrv's soctal .strut ture, 
and found hope onb, m the social movements 
whu h are working towards t/ranges to avert an 
exfilosum 

Thi.s extiait from Averting The Apoe.ilv- 
pse -Sbcidl Movements In liulia Today re 
counts the geneshs of the Ram lanmahhoomi- 
Babri Ma.sttd contrtrwrss, and more. 


.mipul.iimg s\ nihnis anil myths 
and seaiiliing to; st.ipegoats is 
a way to ti\ to eieate solidarity 
and eommitment in tlte fate ot 
detei loiiiting eeonomie and 
j political life 7’he Na/is ,ind h.iscists did this in 
Fairopc, but it is peiilous, as the t.ite ol Ger¬ 
many and Italy demonstrated 

The lOiiversion of an irisigmtn ant numbci 
of Dalits in Meenakshipuiam vvas perceived 
by upper caste 1 lindus as a poitent. along with 
the rise ot legiontil. linguistic politieal parties, 
of a weakening ot Brahminic hegemony In 
iyH2, at ii meeting attended by leaders ol the 
j Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the 
Rharativa Jantiia Party (BJP), it was decided 
j theie vvas an urgent need to stimulate Hindu 
unitv The mstiument chosen for this effort 
vviis an RSS tiont group, the Vishwa Hindu 
Barishad (VfiP, roughly. World Hindu Con¬ 
gress 1 

The RSS Itself was formed m IPZS to assert 
the right ol Hindus to set the policies and 


agenda for India after the departure ot the 
British It was banned in lh4S on suspicion ot 
participation in a conspiracy to assassinate 
Mahatma Gandhi, but many second-ranking 
Congress Party leadeis had a long and close 
association with the RSS, and the ban was 
lifted aftei a year when no direct connection 
was proved 

The VHP was organised in 1%4 with thiee 
ostensible goals to consolidate and streng¬ 
then Hindu society to protect and spread Hin¬ 
du ethical and spiiitual values and make them 
relevant to contemporary society, and to 
establish link.s with Hindus in foreign coun¬ 
tries 

Little of this was actively pursued particu¬ 
larly the development of a corpus of modern 
doctrines Instead, the VHP concentrated on 
campaigns to prevent Hindu girls from mar¬ 
rying non-Hindus and to reconvert Christ¬ 
ians and Muslims to ffinduisni by building 
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IThe drive to 
liberate 
Ram’s 
birthplace 
was resumfKl 
in March 
1985 , when 
60,000 
Hindus 
gathered at 
New Delhi’s 
Ram Lila 
Grounds 


the ancestral world It is also home for once- 
peripatetic Ramanandi sadhus now settled 
down to a sedentary life, allowing pilgrims to 
acquire merit by bestowing alms on them. 


The British Try to Keep the Peace 


As centuries passed Ayodhya attracted an 
increasing number of ascetic, drug-addictcd, 
and volatile Hindu and Muslim holy men, 
virtually identical in ibeir ecstasies but disting¬ 
uishable in doctrine a’nd dress or, to be more 
precise, absence of dress, since the Ramanan¬ 
di flaunted their total renunciation by wear- 
I ing no clothes. 

After the British annexed the then Muslim 
principality of Awadh (or Oudh, a corruption 
of Ayodhya) in 1X56, thc> found themselves 
arbiters of clashes between the two groups 
They first built a railing around the Babri 
Mosque (as it is called) to keep Hindus out, 
but after more clashes Hindus and Muslims 
were allowed to offer prayers m separate 
arched chambers of the building 

This harmony was shattered with the ptcin- 
dependence rise of aggiessive Hinduism, 
which used the cow as a symbol of unitv 
against the beef-eating British and Muslims 
The “cow proteciion'' movement inspired 
noisy piocessions and confrontations with 
Muslims in many parts of India, including 
Ayodhya There was a strong Hindu .ittack on 
the Babri Mosque during the Mu.slim festival 
of Bakr-ld in 1912 ami another attack in 1934, 
in which the mosque was heavily damaged, 
and several hundred Muslims were killed 

The departure of the British offered an 
opportunity to challenge the status quo On 
the night of December 22-23. 1949, despite 
the presence of guaids, an idol of Rama 
appeared in the inner chamber where Hindus 
were allowed to offer prayers Although local 
Hindus claimed it was a miraculous appear¬ 
ance, If was a patent Hindu attempt to seize 
the mosque under covei of the partition dis¬ 
turbances A magistrate avoided further tiou- 
ble by confiscating the property and locking 
the gate to keep everyone oui 

It was not a total loss for the Hindus They 
were granted the right to hold continuous 
kmans (song sessions) on a cement platform 
known as the Ram Chahutra (Platform) and 
to take darshan (the viewing of a licitv) of the 
idol through a window from a specified dis¬ 
tance away. 

In May 19X3, at a meeting attended b\ 
leaders of eighty-five of the main Hindu 
sects. It was agreed the RSS, acting through 
the \'HP, would conduct an EkamniUi Yajna 
(Sacrifice tor llnanimity or Rite for Integra¬ 
tion) 

It was the .sort of thing the RSS did best It 
IS organized on military lines, although its 
members are aimed only with lathis. Dressed 
in khaki shorts and white shirts and wearing 
saffron-coloured caps, they daily gather on 



an open field in neat lines with their lathis at 
their sides, salute a saffron flag, and go 
through a senes of drills and exercises after 
which they listen to a speech, geneially warn¬ 
ing of the threats to Hinduism 
The hkaimata Yajna consisted of thiee 
main vatras (marches or processions) One 
started from the Pashupatinath lemple in 
Katmandu and ended at the Rameswaram 
Temple m Tamil Nadu at the southern tip of 
India. A second made the north-south jour¬ 
ney along another route, from the pilgrimage 
center of Hardwar in the foothills of the 
Himalayas to Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu 
The third traveled from Gangasagar in West 
Bengal to the Somnath temple in Gujarat. 

The yajna honoured Bharat Mata (Mother 
India) deified as a goddess clad in a modest 
sail and seated on the back of a lion Another 
symbol was the Ganga, the mother of all 
waters in heaven and on earth In each yatra a 
truck carried an eight-foot-high bronze 
kala^ha (container) of water drawn from the 
headwaters of the Ganga or substitute sacred 
sources Along the way the devout offered 
pitchers of water from local sacred sources, 
like the tank of a temple, to be poured into 
the kalaiha Plastic bottles of the mingled 
waters weie sold to raise money tor the yajna 
There were also fifty-three upayatras (shor¬ 
ter marches) and in less than a month 3()0.{K)0 j 
of India’s half-million villages were viwted. 1 
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A VHP rally at the Boat Club: nothing 
aucceeda like religious excess 


Villagers, mostly women and girls, brought 
their local water and .stood with lolded hands ] 
betore a picture of Bharat Mat,i as a louds¬ 
peaker blaied a taped hymn to the (ianga 
The few who could atlord it bought bottles oi 
the combined waters foi ten iiipces, hut most 
4 settled for a lithograph of Bhaiat Mata foi 
P halt a rupee 

In Hindu cosmology existence l^ a vast cycle 
divided into four yugas (peiiods) Rama lived 
in the Treta or second period, which lasted 
1,2%,()()l) years, at the end of which Ayodhya 
disappeared. According to myth, it was redis¬ 
covered in this piesent Kali y'u^a of strife ami 
toil by a king named Vikraniaditya, who is 
said to have reigned in the fust century B C. 
Although there is no factual evidence of his 
existence, he ranked high in ancient esteem 
and later rulers took his name, just as in 
Europe Caesar's name became a term for 
German kings 

What may have happened is this- an upstart 
kingdom of the Gupta clan emerged in north 
central India in the fifth century A D . when 
Buddhism was in decline and what we now 
perceive as Hinduism was taking form As 
part of this churning, an early Gupta king 
took the name Vikramaditya and built his 
capital on a bank of the Sarayu and called it 


Ayodhya. after the kingdom of a mythical 
Treta era-ruler Rama Vikramaditya Gupta 
then built a temple on the exact spot where, so 
he claimed, Rama was born millions of years 
earlier, thus linking his dynasty with the gods 

It is a mythic hodgepodge Rama is said to 
be a northern prince whose wife, Sita, is kid¬ 
napped by the demon king Ravana of modern 
Sri Lanka. Sita is rescued by Rama with the 
help of an army of monkeys However, m 
earlier myths that migiated to Indonesia, 
Ravana is a wise and beneficient king Does 
the Rama story signify the victory of a north¬ 
ern king over a southern king, perhaps in the 
me,untains of central India and not all the way 
to ,Si! Lanka'’ This is the interpret.ition of 
modern Dalits who claim the legend depicts 
the Brahmimc destruction of earliei civilisa¬ 
tions 

With the decline of the Guptas towaid the 
end of the fifth century, Ayodhva was aban¬ 
doned and reclaimed by lungic vines but re¬ 
tained Its religious attraction When Bahar 
passed thiough the region in l,‘i2K, he was 
approached by two pirs {.Muslim saints) who 
in Indian syncretic tradition were impressed 
by the holiness of the place and persuaded the 
emperor to build a mosque on the site of one 
of the surviving temples In the same syncretic- 
tradition Hindus continued t(> worship by tos¬ 
sing flowers into a pit said to be the spot of 
Rama’s birth 

In the Indian tiadition of not trying to solve 
explosive issues, the gate remained padlocked 
for thiriy-lour years Then the Vishwa Hindu 
Paiishad and Rashtnya Swayamsevak Sangh 
decided to use the mosque to revive memoi les 
of purported past Muslim oppression In 
October 19S4 they foimed the Ram lati- 
mabhoorni Mukti Yajna (Sacrifice foi the Li¬ 
beration of Rama’s Birthplace) Committee 
and announced a Jala Kholo (Open the I ock) 
campaign to raise 2.S() million rupees (SI7 .S 
million) to construct a new- temple on the 
spot 

It took a full year to work out the show¬ 
manship of rath yatras (temple piocessioris in 
which the deity is taken through the stieet in a 
“chariot") in which vill.igeis would be shown 
Rama behind a padlock-d iron gale (lod was 
in prison and had to be liberated But the 
campaign was canceled two weeks after its 
start because of the assassination of Iridiia 
Gandhi on October 31, Id84 


A Hindu Coup d’Etat 


The drive to liberate Rama’s birthplace was 
resumed in March 1*185, when sixty thousand 
Hindus gathered at New Delhi's Ram Lila 
Grounds, where every year huge bamboo and 
paper image*, of Ravana and two other "de¬ 
mons" are burned with fiery arrows shot by- 
Rama and his companions A pamphlet lead. 
Three piominent places of Hindu faith 
...have yet to be liberated even after thirty- 
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I XieVHP 

I was so 
I successful 
I that it dedded 
I to demand the 
I **iiberation”of 
I three 
legendary 
temples from 
Mludim 
control. The 
tem|des were 
In Ayodhya, 
Mathura and 
Varanasi 


cipht years ot incieperuicnce The status 
quo remains despite hundreds of thousands 
of sacrifices The original birthplaces of the 
gods of millions and millions of Hindus and 
their places of worship which were cap¬ 
tured and decimated by the invaders arc 
still in alien hands. It is an attack on the 
identity ot the society, a black spot on its 
manhood and a dark page in its glorious 
history As long as these three black spots 
arc not temoved the Hindu mind cannot 
feel peace and satisfaction and would con¬ 
tinue to writhe in pain and distress ol dis¬ 
honor 

The following October twenty-five ruih var- 
ras weic set in motion to icvivc the Open the 
Lock agitation and collect money to "educate 
the masses about the struggle ' 

On February I, 19S6, a |udge in Avodhya, 
with no prior notice oi heiiiing eiiiled centui - 
les of debate by ordering the lock*- removed 
from the entrance gate of the B.ibri Mosque 
He claimed to be acting on the application of a 
local lawyer who had pointed out the oidei 
locking tile gates was legally insalid Joiiiiial- 
ists dismissed the (iidge'v eseiise otit-of-liand, 
saying nothing the lower lourls do mi India is 
without the tqipioyal of dominant castes and 
politicians Muslims m Ayodhya called it a 
"ludicial coup d'etat,' iioiing that paiamihtary 
fences wcie deployed before the older yvas 
issued And newsmen learned Bir Bah.idui 
Singh, the ('ongress Paity chiel minister ol 
Uttai Pradesh, had visited Ayodhya duiing a 
Hindu fail in Decembei and had met Vishyva 
Hindu Parishiid leadeis He had then called 
for the legal file to k>ok into the yery issue the 
lawyer raised was theie <i specitic court ordei 
regarding the padlocking ol the gates’’ 

Once the gates weie flung open, Hindus 
flocked inside with lamps, garlands, sweets 
and coconuts to worship the idol they believed 
marked the spot wheie Rama was bom. Then, 
in effect, the central government in New De¬ 
lhi added its stamp of approyal Doonianhun 
(‘•far-seen," the Sanskritucd ottici.il name for 
the government-owned television network) 
and the government’s All-India Radio bioad- 
cast the news nationwide, showing the con¬ 
vergence of worshippers into what was de¬ 
scribed as the Ram Janmahhoomi temple 
7'he name of Babii Mosque h.al disaiipcared. 


The Peepul Tree of Oltf Oettif 


Among the many trees and plants that 
Hindus hold sacied is the pipul (spelled 
peepul in Fcnglish) It is also known as the Bo 
tree It was under a Bo tree that Prince 
Siddhartha meditated, found enlightenment, 
and became the Buddha When Hinduism 
absorbed Buddhism, the peepul was associ¬ 
ated with Vi.shnu and Siva, and no one was 
allowed to harm it There is also a belief that if 
a woman worships the tree and ties a thre.icl 
around it. she will give birth to a son 



Iheie IS .1 peepul tiee on 1 al Kuan (Red 
Slieel) 111 the old walled city of Delhi 1 he 
.ire.i IS piedommantiv .Muslim, .mil tesv people 
p.iid much altention to il until the c.iily l‘^t)(K, 
when Hindu midyyiyes beg.m himgmu pie- 
gn.uit women to oiler pt.iyeisand tie .i lliiead 
aiound it Phis biought the tiee to the 
atientiou ol Hindus m the loc.il coycriiment. 
.ind ..llei some lesistance liom Mudim le.id- 
ers, who pointed out the tree stood on ground 
owned by .i Muslim chant.ible trust, it yyas 
agreed Hindus could build .i platlorm around 
the base ot the tiee .uid place .m idol on it 

Im 14S4 RSS actiyists tried to build .i w.ill 
aiound the tiee. but .i loc.al ofticial. .i Sikh, 
mieivenecl, 'iicI the yy.ili w.is deiiKilishecI 
Hiiyveyei. when the Sikh ollieial was ti.instei- 
red no one in .luthonty yyas willing to listen lo 
Muslim obiections, and the RSS built a small 
temple next to the tiee and installed a 
full-time pKpiri (piiest. one who accepted 
ofleiings) 

I W'o weeks after the Babn Mosque was 
luincd ovcf lo Hindus. Muslims staged a show 
of strength at the Junia Mtisjul (F rtday Mo.\- 
que) opposite the Red Fort in Old Delhi The 
seventeenth-century mosque, set on a high 
plinth yvith a delicate dome ol white marble 
with reddish-brown stripes, is the largest in 
India, with a sahn (courtyard) that can easily 
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Members of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad: 
agitating for the construction of a temple at 


Ayodhya 


;ici.i)ii)in<)d,ili.’ iui.'nl\ thousiiiKl nl ihc fiiithtiil 
On tins I riila\ l.llUl;tr^ II, il uas hik'd in 
-•;ipacit\ 

Imain (pra\i;i kvidi'i t Maiil.in.i M'dullah 
Bukhari spoke nt iht. piicv,lines ol Muslims in 
India bill cautioned the sliugpic uas \M!h Ihc 
povernmenl and not vcitli ouiinaii Hindus 
He asked the failhliil to leliiin In llieii homes 
peaivfully anil nol shout slogans Voluniccis 
at the exits repeated the in|iinelions to lea\e 
[icacelullv ; 

In the suirounding old eil> Muslim shops 1 
had downed their shullets. and some houses j 
Hew black flags as Signs of piotest Hindu ;ind | 


Sikh businesses also elosed, and people le- 
mained indoors as armed police palioK mar- | 
ihed through the narrow, winding siieets ! 
There were a few minor clashes, roiks were i 
ihiown, and the polite tired several shots to 
disperse crowds, but no one was in|uied 
But there was tension at the pcepul nee of 
l ul Kuan Overnight someone had stretched a 
banner near the tree reading "I’kkIuu Shiv 
Mandir" (Ancient .Siva Temple), and Iheie 
was a poster congratulating Hindus on the 
-liberation of the Ram ianmabhoonn leniple 
* Local people tried to get the police to remove 
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the hanner and pustci, saving it was a 
provocation, but the police refused 

rhen, dboul 3.SII Muslims, mostls young 
men. ciinie shouting slogans, and a police 
leep, undei the command of Station House 
Olfieei .lag Parvesh Kaushal. oveitook them 
People .n the siirii'und ng houses latei said 
K.iiish<il shouted anti-Mushm epithets, order¬ 
ing the maichers to disperse He also tired 
shots in the air with his pistol, and there was a 
stampede awav liom the leep Ihe police 
lollowcd the crowd, some filing shots in the 
air 

I wo men, Siiban Hashmi. Iwentv. and 
Mohammed Zakir, eighteen, lurncil into ;i 
blind allev Kaushal. following them, turned 
the Loniei and oidercd a constable to shoot 
Ihem witii his rifle When the constable 
letused, Kaushal took the rifle and tired two 
shots, killing one and morlalK wounding Ihe , 
Dihei who died two days latei at a hospit.il ' 

1 he police later chatged rioters had burned 1 
vehicles and looted shops A gencial euifew ' 
w<is imposed on Old Delhi, and fi'r the next ! 
SIX class police ranged througfi the streets and ! 
into houses .ind testaurants appaientlv pick¬ 
ing lip people at itmtlorn In all more than 
eight hundred persons were airested, almost 
all of them Muslims 

When the euitcw was litled. investigatois 
liom the People's Union tor Civil l.iberties 
went thiougli the ana. gathering eviilence of 
what happened 1 hcv saw no burned vehicles 
.ind no rnerehants said their shops had been 
looted The team also interviewed some of 
those who had been aiiesteci, 

Mohammed Nasii, twenty-two, said police 
were suspicious of those who gave Hindu 
names, and men weie mtide to open iheir 
trouscis to see if thev had been circumcised 
Another man. Zamiiiiddm, said he was 
beaien about the head and had to be i iken lo 
a hospital tin stitches He said the oftieers 
who beat him kept asking, “Why don't vou 
people go away to Pakistan ' Win should you 
continue lo slay here ’' 

Police, searching a bus. saw a man named 
Zamituddin and rceognisi.d him by Ins clothes 
as a visitoi Irom Pakistan He was taken lo a 
station house, beaien so badly he had to be 
hospitalised, and five hundied Indian lupees 
a.ong with twenty-five American dollars and a 
wTistwatch were stolen from him 

Mohammed Asif, Iwenty-foui, was beaten 
tor an hour When he asked lor water, ,i 
pi lice officer said he should be given urine to 
drink He was taken to a ho.spital where his 
wounds were diessed and then back to the 
police station where he was told to clean the 
latrine He refused, but when he gave the 
police fifty lupees, they let him go. 

A Mrs Zubeida said police broke into hci 
house and struck her twice on the chest with 
Ihe metal end of a lathi, and one officer 
shouted. "Dogs, why don't you go to Pakis¬ 
tan'’ You are illegitimate in our country "« 
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Day of the 
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Less fancied teams steal the show in the 
initial round of the World Cup 
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World C'up soccer competi¬ 
tion, which kicked off to a grand start 
in Italy a couple of weeks ago One 
does not leallv know what to expect m 
the days ahead And, the football fev- 
ei, which has gripped the millions of 
socccr-cra/y tans the world over, 
shows no signs of letting up 

The euphoria of seveial teams m 
this 24-nation tournament might have 
evaporated by the time this appears m 
print But in the days immediately af¬ 
ter the stait of the world’s most gruell¬ 
ing game of nerves, brawn and brain. 
West Germany’s Lothar Matthaeus; 
the anchorman of the team 



the so-called babes of soccer have 
established a fact that Europe and 
Latin America had refused to recog¬ 
nise Third World soccer has finally 
come of age 

Even before the memory of a glit¬ 
tering opening ceremony had faded, 
unpretentious Cameroon took 
champions Argentina by storm But it 
wasn't as if the swarthy West Africans 
bulldozed their way through the 
opposition They were calm and their 
deceptively languid approach only 
served to lull their opponents, led by 
arguably the world’s best footballer, 
Diego Maradona Fifteen minutes into 
the game and the world sat up to 
accept the latest entrants to big-time 
soccer 

In 19S2, Cameroon had played in 
the final rounds of the World Cup in 
Spain, but their inability to score and 
consequent exit in the first round cre¬ 
ated only a ripple which was soon 
forgotten But this time, they had 
obviously come prepared Came¬ 
roon’s victory is being belittled in 
some quarters—especially by Euro¬ 
pean news agency reporters Refer¬ 
ences were made to witchcraft and 
voodoo. Newspapers blindly reprint¬ 
ing such stories are doing a disservice 
to football, especially as played in 
Africa The so-called pundits of soccer 
had failed to assess the potential of 
players in that part of the world, which 
IS why they were trying to find excuses 
for the fall of the mighty. 

But statistics have proved that in 
their match with Argentina, Came¬ 
roon had 54 per cent of the exchanges 
which, though not an infallible guide 
to supremacy on the field, did prove 
that the Africans were fighting on 
equal terms. In terms of both ball 
control and positional play, they were 
no inferior to the world Champions. 
What they did was to bottle up Mara¬ 
dona—who played into their hands by 
waiting for passes and receiving the 



ball facing his own goal, instead of 
taking the ball from lower down and 
working his way up Some of the tac¬ 
tics employed to contain Maradona 
may have been que.stionable, but in 
today’s soccer, tough tackling has 
come to be accepted as part of the 
game And Maradona is no stranger to 
this In 1982, players repeatedly hack¬ 
ed away at him until, in exasperation, 
he retaliated—only to be sent off the 
field In 1986, he survived the tackles 
and kept his cool And his team won 
the cup But m the opening match of 
1990, Argentina never functioned as a 
team 1 

Even as Cameroon’s victory was ' 
being written off as a flash in the pan, 
the recently “freed” Romania stormed 
the USSR citadel to win 2-0 The erst¬ 
while 'Big Brother’ could have suf¬ 
fered an even more ignominious de¬ 
feat as the Romanians wasted a couple 
of chances Although, in fairness to 
the luckless Soviet squad, one must 
emphasise that the second goal against 
them was the referee’s gift (there was 
no penalty, from which Lacatus con¬ 
verted his second goal), the fact re¬ 
mains that the USSR was outplayed 
by a team given no chance to qualify 
for the second round So, after the 
first two days, all calculations for 
Group-B were proved wrong, as 
Romania headed this section of the 
competition, followed by Cameroon, 
both with two points each. 

The 24 teams qualifying from || 
among 112 participating countries (of * 
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The WMt German team: beginning on 
a promising note 


which two were given direct entries, 
holders Argentina and hosts Italy), 
have been divided into si\ groups of 
four teams each The first two ol each 
and the four best-placed nuinbei thiee 
teams fiorn the six groups will play in 
the pre-quarter finals—at which stage 
the competition changes from league 
to straight knock-out 

In what IS the weakest group - tor 
which the hosts were roundly criti¬ 
cised—Italy and Czechoslovakia were 
ion course for the next round, with 
fconvincing victories over Austiia and 
fledgling USA But the toitunes in 
Groiip-A were totally different from 
those in Group-C, wheie the lock-hke 
Juan Amaldo Cayas.so gave Costa 
Rica the rare distinction of winning 
the opening match of thetr first World 
Cup campaign. The victim was Scot¬ 
land, a country which has the dubious 
distinction of never reaching the 1 
second round, despite this being their j 
hfth consecutive entry into the com- I 
petition proper. But Costa Rica also 
has to contend with the likes of the 
world's finest exponents of entertain¬ 
ing soccer, Brazil,and a tough, deter¬ 
mined Sweden. 

Although history says that West 
Germany cannot win the cup until the 
caravan moves to the United States in 
1^94. the team under the tutelage of 
he legendary Franz Beckenbauer 


"VMYM-.aOJueMtMO 


Started their campaign in Italy in a 
startling manner They pulverised the 
Yugoslavs, winning 4-1 and stunning 
the world with their exceptionally 
forceful and authoritative play West 
Germany is the only nation to have 
figured in the final of five World Cup 
competitions, but they have won 
twice, in 1954 and 1974 However, 
their first match this time seemed to 
suggest that they are set on breaking 

Costa Rica’s Juan Amaido Cayasso: 
a star porformor 




the 20-vear-old jinx.And in this 
group, Columbia convinangly over¬ 
rode the opposition put up by the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates, which was the 
only side to play like amateurs. 

I n the fifth group, last year’s surprise 
semi-finahsts Belgium set a cracking 
pace against a lack-lustre .South 
Korea, the top Asian nation to qual¬ 
ify Although the latter had a great 
track-recoid, leading the 25-natKm 
preliminary competition and scoring 
30 goals, conceding one in 11 matches 
overall, it cut a sorry figure m the 
woild forum Conveisely, the other 
two contenders from the group, Spain 
and llruguay battled to an exciting I 
finish--the latter playing better, but 
missing a penalty to eain a draw 
But It was in the last croup that one 
saw the biggest surprise of the 1990 
finals Unheralded Egypt, considered 
pushovers m a group which had the 
Netherlands, England and Ireland, 
had only themselves lo blame for not 
being able to beat the Dutch In a 
match that saw the likes of the most 
fearsome trio in the world of foot¬ 
ball—Ruud Gullit, Van Basten and 
Frank Rijkaard—coming up a crop¬ 
per It was only the ovci-enthusiasm 
and inexperience of the Egyptians, 
who last played in the premiei com¬ 
petition in 1934, that the Dutch 
escaped with a draw Earlier, England 
queered their own pilch by failing to 
countci the Irish strategy of the long- 
hall game where almost every countci- 
attack came through long passes They 
were lucky to finish their match on 
level terms with their neighbours 
However, once the fust round of 
league matches were ovci, the sea¬ 
soned campaigners seemed lo gel 
down to business Putting in a vastly- 
improved performance, Argentina 
overcame a frenetic but very erratic 
Soviet challenge to win 2-0 The 
USSR, however, were unlucky in not 
forging ahead despite their misses In 
fact, a whole chapter could be written 
about the injustices heaped on the 
Soviet Union in successive World Cup 
competitions The latest in line being 
the dental of a penalty by an inept 
referee, when Argentina had not 
scored. But that is another story. 

Overall, the fourteenth World Cup 
promises to go down in history as, 
perhaps, the best ever in terms of 
competitive .soccer It has marked the 
beginning of a new era in world foot¬ 
ball—but, there is tune yet for a final 
verdict • 

ArfiHSm 
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Sportsworld takes you right to where the action is 
With reporting that’s always on the ball Alive 
and kicking Creating openings to net winners 
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Old is bronze 

■ Most men on reaching 
the age of 40, experience 
what psychiatrists call the 
“mid-Iife cnsis”. But not 
Ramesh K. Kanchan At 
the age of 44, he has 
powered tiis way to glory 
On his first visit abroad. 
Kanchan finished third in 
the 1990 Asia-Oceanic 
International Powerlifting 
Meet to win the bronze 
* medal 

unurcn music The former bodybuilder 

■ 1 Iis efforts didn't go 
unnoticed Father Joseph 
Palackal, a priest from 
Kerala, has been tirelessly 
trying to bring back the 
classical tradition in Indian , 
church music As an 
honour to his contribution, | 
the pnest has been asked to 
perform in New ’'I'ork's ; 
famous Bioadwav Theatre ' 
this month 1 

Fr Palackal, piesently I 
doing his post graduation 
in cthnomusicology in the 
City Llniversity of New 
York, IS scheduled to 
appear in eight shows in a 
musical comedy I 

V i.aVV J'-ii'i - a ' . >.< 
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RAIPUR: The long veils worn 
by two Hindu brides resulted 
in their getting bridegrooms 
they had not bargained for. 

Two separate marriage parties 
reached Patan village near 
,■ Aim in Durg district, at the 
same time. In order to get the 
’ ceremony completed in a hur¬ 
ry, the younger bride moved 
arouad die sacred fire seven 
times along with the 
bridegroom meant for the 
other bride. The older bride j 
went through the same process i 
with the younger groom. The 
village elders contended that 
since the ceremonies were 
-over, there cowW be no ex¬ 
change of life partfters—TAe 
Timer «f fndia (S.C. Malhot- 
■.ra,’'Ana^) " — 

BffOPiMi a hdvei.foim of protest. Ramlakhan 
; jSbarma. n.inhata Pgi le^latdr representing Simoor 
Assembly coRStihmncyt nas dedded to w0»r |hst his 



1972-73 IS currently 
sweating it out in a Bombay 
gymnasium to have a go at 
another title at the Asian 
powerlifting meet to be 
held in Taiwan this month 
Whether he succeeds or 
not, Kanchan has certainly 
outshone the Jumping Jack 
Jeetendras of the 30 Plus 
ad. And that too, when lie 
IS actually 40 plus. 


Teenage genius 

■ One has heard of child 
prodigies but surely no one 
has heard of a 17-ve,ir-old 
doctor'^ Born in Vellore, 
Balamurali Krishna 
Ambati. a third year 
pre-med student at New 
York University, would 
like to be a doctoi at 17. 
The story of Balamurali’s 
god-gifted talent made 
front-page news in one of 
America’s leading dailies 
Balamurali, who has 
been inspired by the 
Gumnesi Rook of World 
Records five years ago, is 
all set to become the 


youngest graduate of 
medical school ever His 
record will eclipse the one 
held by an Israeli who 
graduated from Ferugia 



llniversity in Italy at the 
age of 18 According to The 
New York Times, if Bala 
keeps up his current pace, 
he could graduate just two 
months short of his 18th 
birthday Good luck to 
Bala 
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underwear to highlight the plight of the people in the 
drought-ridden Rewa district. According to sources, 
Shanna clad in his green knee-length underwear 
alleged that the BJP government m the state had 
neglected Rewa district, resulting in drought and the 
unavailability of drinking water —The Statesman 
(Amiya Kumar Ghosh, Calcutta) 


MADRAS: Five girls in their twenties tai^t an 
eve*teaser a lesson he won’t forMt. in a harry. 
According to the police, TS-ycar-old Raja, ha# bew 
teasing one of the girls, Kausalya, fen- over fk week. 
Undaunted, Kausalya took , a hve-^woman ibrcO ' 
comet Raja. Together they beat him up and then 
handed him over to the police —Decean Chronidk 
(A-.V. Ramamurthy, New Delhi) 

RAtMA: Unemployed business management diptoma- 
holden here, have been on an indeSnite d^nruttear 
the square for a month, demamhng nttmediate 
absorption, like the adtating engineers In state 
w%o were hawking and begging on streets to y^otest 
against their unemployment, the MBAs are 
rickshaws and polishing shoes to protest agahist -Abv» 
emment inaction—rAe Telegraph (DJ. Patio,' Bh«- 
banekwor)'# 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 24 JUNE 1990 BY AMflITLAL 


ARI£S (2t Murcii—20 Aptil) 

a Mosl of you wHU|»in suhstanttajly through 
inheritance, Btuttnesstnen should took 
forward to a profimble week. Students will 
tBtseive awards. Courtship and matnmon) are 
in the offing. 

Good.(bite8: 24,25 and 30 
Latcky mulibers: 2,4 and 6 
Favourahle direction: South 


LIBRA (21 S^tetnber—2QOclobwr) 

Your affairs wiH make steady iffogrese-this 

AiA This period isfavoaratSdlor matters 
f if / \ ’■®****'"8 to property. A promotion isiikeiy |or 
UIh the employed. Businessmen tdfouid emhii^ 
QHC on new ventures. 

Good dates: 26,28 and .30 

Lucky numbers: 2.6 and 7 , 

Favourable directions West 


TAURUS (21 Aprfl—20 May) 

Make hay while the sun shines Friends and 
letath/es will contribute to your happiness. A 
proniotibn is likely for those in service, 
Businessmen will prosper. However, this is 
not a time to settle legal issues. 
Gooddates;26.27 and 28 
Lucky numbers: 1.2 and 4 
Favourable direction: North' 


SCORPIO (21 October—20 November) 

a Ibis week will be a fairly lucky one. 

Sportsmen will win prizes. Professionals 
might go abroad on assignment. You will 
progress in all fields of activities. 

The time is ripe for speculation and gambling. 
Good dates: 24,26 and ^ 

Lucky numbers: 5 ,6 and 8 
Favourable direcdon: Northwest 


GEMINI (21 May—20 June) 

^ "Ihis week you should be cautious iii all your 
dealings. Be on the guard against deceit. Be 
patient and tactful with your friends and 
colleagues. Keep an eye on your health. 
Romance is not well indicated 
Good dates: 25,26 and 29 
Lucky numbers: 4. S and 7 
Favourable direction: West 


SAGITTARIUS (21 November—20 December) 

a Financially, this is a very lucky week. 

Businessmen may embark on new ventures. 
Professionals may have to make important 
changes in their careers. A change of 
residence is indicated. 

Good dates: 25. 28 and 30 
Lucky numbers: 4,8 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 


CANCER (21 JtHie-20 July) 

This is not a favourable week for you. You 
will face a lot of problems but do not lose 
heart. Buunessmen should not enter into new 
contracts. Piofmionals should avoid any 
kind ofeontroveny. 

Good dates; 24,28 and 30 
Lucky numbers: 4, S and 9 
Favourable direction: South 


CAPRICORN (21 December—20 January) 

This is going to be an auspicious week for 
you. Expansion in business is indicated. A 
secret association will be extreme^ helpful. 
Professionals are likely to be admired. 'Hie 
period is favourable for love and matrimony. 
Good dates: 26,29 and 30 
Lucky numbers: (, 6 and 8 
Favourable direction: East 


LEO (2t July—20 August) 

S 'Tbis week your star* Are favourable. Some of 
you will inherit property arid (host of your 
legal problems will be solved. You will also 
be able to repay your debts. Romance is in 
the offing 

Good dates: 28,29 and 30 
Lucky numbers: 3,5 and 6 
Favoerabie Erection: South-west 


VIRGO <21 August—28 Septemfaet-) 
mimmi A fair measure of success and good fortune is 
■DH in storb for some of you. Others will benefit 
f** through the ofiTices of those in authority. An 
L !• J excellent week for those in service. Keep an 
f ^ r eye on your health. 

GoodiU«es:27,28and29 , 

Lucky numbers: 2, 4 and 5 
PavouruMcdirectton: East 


AQUARIUS (21 Janiwry—20 Febnury) 

Businessmen should devote more time to 
their work. Your confidence will see you 
through. A favourable week for professionals 
and artists. Social engagements will ketm you 
busy 'The domestic from looks peaceful. 
Good dates: 28,29 and 30 
Lucky numbers: 6,8 and 9 
Favourable direction; South-west 


nSCES (21 Febnury^20Mutdi) 

This is going to be a hectic week for you. 
Businessmen might enter into new contraicts. 
Those in service should be cautions in their; > 
dealings. Romanoe is not well indicated. 

Keep an eye on your health. 

Goeddates; 27,28 and 30 

Lucky numbers: 7,8 and 9. ' ,, . 

PavowaUe directkmiEast , 


STAR PARTNERS: LIBRA—VIRGO 


TheUbm womm’s love for animals is not shared by jfie Vt/^oman, Heisaperfectiofwtandevpi^tw^t^ 
by her is bound to irritate him. The partners mass niake efforts to keep the reldtiortship ^ 












RANDOM NOTES 


■ Does anybotjy re¬ 
member Sanjay 
$mgh. the llaja of Amethi, 
relative of V.P. Singh and 
near-martyr of the last 
genera] election? 

When Singh returned 
from medical treatment in 
London (he was accompa¬ 
nied by V.P. Singh’s Yav- 
raj Ajeya Singh and the 
Da! government picked up 
the tab), it was believed 
that he would get a prize 
assignment. In fact, the De¬ 
lhi circuit was certain that 
he would relieve Arif 
Mohammad Khan of the 
civil aviation ministry. 

In fact. Singh got no¬ 
thing. He was not even 
elected to the Rajya Sabha 
and no ministership has 
been forthcoming. Despite 
this, he remains extraordi¬ 
narily close to the Raja and 
the Rani. 

So, what’s going on ? 
Apparently, V.P. Singh 
wants Sanjay Singh Jo re- 



HEARD AT THE INDIA 
INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 

Ho«v can this government 
support culture when the only 
culture the deputy prime 
minister believes in is 
agriculture. 

A FRUSTRATED MEMBER OF INTACH 



Fwwki AbdidIhMrIgM}: tai*yb« far 

flew to New York from his | of independence they are 


home in Essex last week, 
wants to have notbutg to do 
with the present ihess. 

He knows that even if he 
does become chiesf minis¬ 
ter, he can neither guaran¬ 
tee stat^lty nor Oner the 
people of tus state the kind 


demanding. 

Farooq is believed to 
have been slightly keen on 
getting involved when 
George Fernandes 
i^roached him. But after 
‘Dynamite George’ got the 
boot even that little enthu- 


[ 



toim to UP and take on 
Malay am Singh Yadav who 
is gening a litde too power¬ 
ful ^ the Raja’s (iking. 
Out Sanjay .would ma^ 
rather come to the C^tre 
<hwl acce^ a 'Wth in the 
Cabinet. 

ISo. a i^emate persists. 


vhHMqI 

■ I^iiraoq' Abdul¬ 
lah returi! te the 
hetai ^afSaira in Kadimir? 


doctor. Who 



THERMOMETER 


Chaudhary and friends—and enemies 


ArunMshrW The Tati's hatred of him has been 
fanned by V.P. Singh. And ncfw things have reached the 
point of no return. La) bettoves Nehru pushed for 
Chautata’a ouster. 


Lai sees him as V P. Singh's chamche 
and is convinced that by destroying Hegde ho is 
destroying the R^. , 


A|lt Sln|^ The Cheaidharyand Singh keep trying to 
make up. but their supporfbasea are too similar. And 
coftoctts (nevitaWe. 


S.il. Boimnal: Hatea Hegde, likes Chandra Shekhar 
and is now begmifng to become the Tau's man. 


CfUMidri (HMMiar: lat lied to Shekhar to make v.p 
Singh Phme Aflinlwer, but Shekhar hates ^ Ha)a so 
much he is evam vi^ling to forgive the Tau to get his 

.back on VPS. i-;' ' 



siBsm trtW^porated. .-f 
His cuncent position is as 
follows; as the government' 
claims that the Kashoiir 
problem is his fault, he is 
clearly not in a position td 
salva^ the situation. Oa 
the other hand, within the 
Cabinet itself there sits a 
man whose influence on the 
Kashmiri masses is im*^ 
mense, whose reputatloh 
for sagacity and states¬ 
manship know no bounds, 
and who is a noted adminis¬ 
trative genius. The 'best 
thing would be to make'^S 
man the next CM. 

And who is this latter- 
day Sheikh Abdullah? 

Why? Mufti Mohammad 
Sawed, of course! 

Obviously, Farooq has a 
sense of humour. 


Look, no Rajiv! i 

■ The Congress party, 
claims that its presi¬ 
dent Rajiv Gandhi is no 
longer an electoral liability. 



Kagv OatNllii: ccMMfiiGumis 
by hts ab se w c e 

and that he is on the verge I 
of making a comeback. | 
But if that is true, then j 
why was there no mention 
of Gandhi in the Conj^esa 
-campaign for the elections 
to the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation? Not one | 
candidate of the party had a 
picture of the benignly- 
smiling Rajiv on his elec¬ 
tion posters—though many 
of them made do with his 
mother, Indira, instead. i 
It seems that—as far as 
the West Bengal unit of the 
party is concerned at 
least—Rajiv Gandhi is a 
itoo-qt^nKin. « 


a: 






























DELHI DIARY 


First Muitna, 
tim AKN 

By the time this 
appears in print you 
will know whether Maneka 
Ciandhi has resij;ned. But 
yucss who the freckled 
bcar-napper blames for her 
sins' 

Not Nilamani Routray, 
the alleged “vegetable" 
who suddenly grew into a 
shark. Not V.P Singh who 
Stilt retains a special place 
in her heart. 

No. the other Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi says it is all Arun 
Nehru’s fault. According to 



MMMika GandM: tailing Ml 
ArunNahni 

|i Maneka, her late husand’s 
burly cousin has prop¬ 
ounded a new growth-at- 
any-cost philosophy for the 
regime and the environ¬ 
ment is the first victim. 

Besides, .say friends of 
the personable Munna- 
jailer, Arun Nehru has al¬ 
ways resented hci right 
I from the day she walked 
1 out of his aunt’s house 


Tau vstap 

■ Why does Devi Lai 
hate Hegdc so much? 
After all. the , smooth, 
suave chairman of the Plan¬ 
ning Commisston has done 
him no harm Then why did 
the Tau make sneering re¬ 
ferences to Hegde’s "con- 
science■’ and wonder tf it 
told him to resign? 

Appare^y. this has little 
to w wi wlfe |yde bimseit. 


4 


HEARD AT 10 JANPAIH 

He is fast becoming the man of 
a thousand caps. 

A CONGRESS(I) LEADER, COMMENTING 
ON THE RAJA'S FREQUENT CHANGES OF 
HEADGEAR 


f 


The Tau that V.P 

Singh is oi^tp get hiitj. He 
thinks th«f me Raja is too 
shrewd to- go for him in 
person and so. will launch 
oblique attacks. Acewding 
to the Tau, this is the evi¬ 
dence: 

• The first Indian Express 
article which quoted him as 
using four letter words 
against Ariin Nehru was 
V.P. Singh’.s way of driving 
a rift between Nehru and 
him. 


• The second piece, after 
Meham 11, was also in¬ 
spired by the Raja in the 
hope of creating a climate 
of public opinion that 
would enable the PM to ask 
for Chautaia’s resignation. 

• Then, Hegde was put on 
the job and told to engineer 
a few resignations from the 
Planning Commission to 
put pressure on Chautala. 
L.C. Jain’s was the first— 
and once Chautala res¬ 
igned, Hegde allowed Jain 


PASTIMES 


What they do when they're not 
politicking 

■ Rajiv Gandhi: PHOTOGRAPHY. Was gifted a 
oamera by (or met Japanese Prime Minister Nakasone 
which he puls to good use. Takes colour bromides of 
family and scenery 


• V.P. Singh: poetry, in keeping with his 
introverted personality, the Raja stays away from group 
activity and sets his thoughts down in Hindi verse. 

■ MMieka Gandhi: GAROENtNG Has a green 
thumb. Can make flowers grow out of rock. But pity any 
bears Who might be around 

« Mlifti McdunnnuHl Sayeed: GOLF. His 
detractors portray him as a hooka/i-smoking rustic. But 
m fact he is an urban -sophisticate who likes nothing 
more than a game of golf 

a Ram^urishnaHegde: WESTERN MOVIES 
Long before the video revolution, Hegde used to find 
friends with foreign film companies wno would arrange 
private screenings of films that would never find public 
viewing in IndiAr^lnoluding Bernardo BertotuccTs La 
Luna. 

* . il> liW —. ,.1^—11 I. — 

a Sharad Phdw i r ; KABAODI, Travis the world m 
his capacity as an offlce-beai er of the Kabaddi 
Association and is said to have made remsrkabte 
progress In such centres of the spcirtes Las Vegas and 
Monte carlb ’ '' 

a MadhavraoSdmlfai: CRICKET Keeps 
organising MPs vs First Eleven matches at Scmdia 
School No truth to the rumour that eve^ time he hits 
the bal', a terrified fieidet i$ obliged to jtiiek it to the 
boundary. 


to witbdraw res^e- 

tion. ' ' ' 'T . 

In getting at ffegde (j^' 
as he keeps laihb«(l>tiQg the 
Express) the Tau ^feves 
that he is neutrali#ilg V.P. 
Singh’s proxies. Tiic JSx- 
press, he claims, wa.s once 
.seen as the voice of the 
Janata Dal. Now, be says, 
it is seen as the paper of a 
faction within the Dal, 
Similarly, Hegde was per¬ 
ceived as an mtellectual 
messiah Now, he*s just 
another iliscredited politico 
clinging on to jiis, chair. 

Say this for the Tau: the 
old buffer knows what he is 
up to. 


I Love Credit 
Suzy 

■ It is now no secret 
that the Hmdujas are 
basing their Bofors defence 
on what they claim are fail¬ 
ings in the Letter Rogatory 
sent to Sweden. While the 
balance of opinion still is 
that the cantonal courts will 
overturn their appeals, the 
brothers might have better 
luck in the federal courts. 

The recent Letter Roga¬ 
tory on HDW. however, 
has come as something of a 
surprise because it is excel¬ 
lently drafted arid difficult 
to pick holes in. (It helps 
also that the CBI has .publi¬ 
cised its contents and not 
told lies as it did over d»e 
Bofors Letter Rogatory.) 

Why the difference? Is it 
because the bUreau has 
suddenly discovered a great 
legal brain in its midst,? 

No. 

Our sources in the CBl.’ 
say that this time the Priindl 
Mini-ster’s Office took ,ao 
chances and got expert IfeHr 
from outside. 

Tlw Letter i^gatc^’s.^^ 
draft was supe.rv>laed ’ 

of SwitzerUiid's 
lawyers; the ftamboyimf;,; 
Marc Bonnaiijl. (Pro-.' 
aounced ‘Bonn-eaB’ 
though pe.ihaps ^mebddy 
should!^ the 
secret.) ij- r' ‘ 
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COUPON 



BiO-ORGANiC TEAS 








Please send the 
following packet/s of 
Organic Tea by VPP 
(T ick the item/s of 
preference) 


EXPORT QUALITY 


I understand that local ^ 
takes are included and postal 
charges will be Rs.5/-per unit. 




100 gm carton - Rs. 15/ 

200 gm metal caddy - Rs 40/ 
Tea bag carton (25 bags) - Rs 20/ 


Name... 
Address 


\ • 

MaU this coupon to: V ' \ 

The Ctrief Tm Teeter, Ooodrioke Oroup Umtted V:. 
"Canriellla House" 14 Gturusaday Road Calcutta 700 01 









“I t)()ugh( a V'IDEOCON Washing Machine 
because you ( an see that ii’s 
International quality. And backed by 
excellent serv ice of (ourse” 
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Twin Tub washina MacMne witn Sum oner V-NA- 200 T 

FEATURES: • Wash toad capacity - 5 kg of dry clothes. • Tough sturdy motor with 
thermal fuse Automatic shut off for 100% safeb • Reversible motor action for better 
cleaning • Spin drier to ensure fast and even drying • Special facility of using spin 
drier for very efficient rinsing • Draining possible from left or right to suit your home 

• Tough on dirt and very gentle with all types of clothes, will not tear off buttons etc 

• Very low power consumption and 1(X)% safe • Two year warranty • Well established, 
prompt after sales service • Available in three colours 

Micro-computar BaMd Automatic washing Machtna v-NA<ni 
FEATURES; • W»h load capacity - 4 kg • Needs no manual attention after Initial 
start • Choice of wash programmes/strong, gentle, speedy, normal • Tough on 
dirt, very gentle with clothes • Can wash blankets, rugs, carperts etc • Facility for 
using fabric softener • Special bleach Inlet • Untflitertocollertlooseends 

• 100% safe • Two year vrarranty • Well established, prompt after sales service 

• Available in two colours 


VIDEOCON 

Washing Machine 
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